
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            
               The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects,
               including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, 
               cultures, customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music,
               philosophy, religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly
               informative introductory essays of the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some
               cases, cover vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more
               recent events.
               
            

            
            
               Brief A–Z entries describe the main people, events, politics, social issues, institutions,
               and policies that make the topic unique, and entries are cross-referenced for
               ease of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject
               areas, providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone
               wanting to know more. Additionally, maps, photographs, and appendixes of supplemental
               information aid high school and college students doing term papers or introductory
               research projects. In short, the historical dictionaries are the perfect starting
               point for anyone looking to research in these fields.
               
            

            

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Historical Dictionaries of

            
            the Americas

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Jon Woronoff, Series Editor

            
         

         
         
         
            
            
            Costa Rica, 2nd ed., by Theodore S. Creedman. 1991.
            

            
            Honduras, 2nd ed., by Harvey K. Meyer and Jessie H. Meyer. 1994.
            

            
            Venezuela, by Donna Keyse Rudolph and G. A. Rudolph. 1995.
            

            
            Trinidad and Tobago, by Michael Anthony. 1997.
            

            
            Cuba, 2nd ed., by Jaime Suchlicki. 2001.
            

            
            Chile, 3rd ed., by Salvatore Bizzarro. 2005.  
            

            
            Mexico, 2nd ed., by Marvin Àlisky. 2008.
            

            
            Haiti, by Michael R. Hall. 2012.
            

            
            Colombia, by Harvey F. Kline, 2012.
            

            
            Panama, by Thomas M. Leonard, 2015.
            

            
            Dominican Republic, by Eric Paul Roorda, 2016.
            

            
            
            
            
            

            
         

         
         
         
            

            

            
            
            Historical Dictionary of the Dominican Republic

            

            

            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            

            

            

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Eric Paul Roorda

            
         

         
         
         

         
         
         
            
            ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD

            
            Lanham • Boulder • New York • Toronto • Plymouth, UK

            
         

         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            Published by Rowman & Littlefield

            
            4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706

            
            http://www.rowman.com

            

            
            10 Thornbury Road, Plymouth PL6 7PP, United Kingdom

            

            
            Copyright © 2016 by Eric Paul Roorda

            

            
            
               All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical
               means, including information storage
               and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a
               reviewer who may quote passages in a review.
               
            

            

            
            British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available

            

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

            

            
            
            Names: Roorda, Eric, author.

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Title: Historical dictionary of the Dominican Republic / Eric Paul Roorda.

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Description: Lanham, MD : Rowman & Littlefield, [2016] | Series: Historical 
               dictionaries of the Americas | Includes bibliographical references.
            

            
            Identifiers: LCCN 2015041525 (print) | LCCN 2015042143 (ebook) | ISBN 
               9780810879058 (hardcover : alk. paper) | ISBN 9780810879065 (electronic)
            

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Subjects:  LCSH: Dominican Republic--History--Dictionaries.

            
            Classification: LCC F1935 .R66 2016 (print) | LCC F1935 (ebook) | DDC 
               972.93--dc23
            

            
            LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015041525

            

            
         

         
         
         
            
            
               
               The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National
               Standard for Information Sciences Permanence of Paper for 
               Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.
               
            

            

            
            Printed in the United States of America

            
         

      

      
         
            For my angels: AED, Alida, and Frances.

         

      

   
      A

      
      
         
         	AGRICULTURE

         
         	
            The dominant sector of the Dominican economy until recent times, agriculture has also shaped the country’s society and culture.
               The most important crops through time have been sugar and tobacco, which involved contrasting modes of cultivation and forms of labor. Sugar was grown
               on large plantations employing slaves, while tobacco occupied smallholdings supporting a class of yeomen farmers. Animal
               husbandry has been a constant, with the interests of free-range ranchers clashing
               with those of planters. The life of the monteros, which involved hunting for feral pigs and cattle to supplement subsistence farming,
               was another agrarian strategy pursued by large numbers of Dominicans until the 1930s.
               At that time, the Rafael Trujillo regime, which channeled most of the agricultural sector into the private ownership
               of the dictator and his family, forced the mountain people to join the landed peasantry.
               Other attempts at agrarian reform have punctuated Dominican history, including efforts
               to nationalize or redistribute the sugar industry and other agricultural interests
               that Trujillo had taken over.
            

            
            The agriculture of the Taíno people involved heaping the soil into mounds called conucos. Crops included a wide variety of foods that are still staples in Dominican cuisine, such as tubers called yucca, and yautía; gourds called calabaza; and several varieties of beans. The slash-and-burn technique of clearing areas for
               planting also endured for centuries among the Dominican peasantry.
            

            
            The introduction of two new agricultural factors from Europe destroyed native conuco cultivation: plowing into the earth to plant rather than building mounds, and raising
               livestock. Prior to the arrival of the Spanish, no large animals existed on the island,
               so the pigs and cattle they brought with them, among other invasive species, devastated
               the environment and the fragile Taíno farms within a few decades. Christopher Columbus imported sugarcane from the Canary Islands in December 1494, and the first crop was harvested soon thereafter at the Ozama sugar plantation on the Ozama River. For the purposes of sugar growing, among other economic pursuits, the Spanish divided
               the land and the native inhabitants among themselves in the encomienda system. As the Taíno population collapsed from disease and abuse, the Spanish began
               to bring Africans to work as slaves on sugar plantations. When the colony went into
               steep decline in the mid-16th century, agriculture followed suit, and large herds
               of abandoned livestock went feral, becoming the basis for the buccaneer economy.
            

            
            Land and livestock ownership was the basis for class formation during the colonial
               period, with the elites in possession of the largest tracts of real estate and herds
               of cattle. They were elite only in relative terms, however, as the colony remained
               impoverished, especially by the standards of the French colony of Saint-Domingue,
               which Spain ceded in the Treaty of Rijswick, 1697. The agricultural production of the neighboring colony, based on plantations
               with large numbers of newly enslaved Africans, generated a lucrative market for livestock
               and hides, which Dominicans traded across the porous border. Most pasturage was held
               in common throughout the colonial period.
            

            
            A great deal of agricultural property was destroyed during and after the Haitian Revolution,
               especially when Jean-Jacques Dessalines devastated the fertile Cibao in 1805. Many landowners left the country during the Haiti   Occupation from 1822 to 1844. The Haitian government passed laws during that time that brought
               major changes: to confiscate the absentee owners’ properties, to break up common pastures,
               and to abolish slavery. The War of Dominican   Independence led to the political ascendency of ranchers, exemplified by Pedro Santana and his clan. Laws passed by the victorious ranching faction favored free-range cattle
               at the expense of farmers’ crops, a situation that prevailed until the 20th century.
               As a result, a schism developed between the cultivators and ranchers. 
            

            
            Although animal husbandry dominated much of the country’s agriculture, the development
               of tobacco in the Cibao in the late 19th century made the crop and the region the
               heart of the economy, with Puerto Plata becoming the major port for sending the harvest to its principal market in Germany.
               Establishment of the Dominican Central Railroad improved transportation and facilitated the tobacco sector’s rapid growth.
            

            
            Development of the industrial sugar industry began during the 1861–1865 annexation to Spain, with the immigration of investors from that country and Italy who wanted to put their money into sugar, and the arrival of planters from Cuba during
               the Ten Years’ War there from 1868 to 1878, who introduced modern steam technology
               to refine and transport the product. Production increased during the 1870s but remained
               modest until the U.S. Marine occupation of the country by the United States from 1916 to 1924, which allowed corporations from that country to dominate the sugar
               sector. The military government passed land laws that broke up the last common pastures
               and imposed deed requirements that invalidated traditional family claims, which led
               to consolidation of the industry in the hands of a few concerns and massive deforestation
               to clear sugar fields in the southeast region. La Romana and San Pedro de Macorís mushroomed in size and importance because of the sugar industry’s rapid growth there.
               Exports of the crop went from 86,734 tons in 1913 to 371,419 tons in 1926, at which
               time sugar made up about 88 percent of the tonnage and 60 percent of the value of
               total exports, with 65 percent of government revenue coming from various taxes on
               sugar. By that time, there were 19 large sugar mills operating in the country, five
               of which owned 326,416 acres out of the 438,182 acres in cultivation, with three corporations
               in control of 15 of them: Cuban Dominican Sugar Company, the Italian-Dominican Vicini Group, and the South Porto Rico Sugar Company. The latter, based in New York, held
               the largest mill in the country, Central Romana, with 144,418 acres. The most profitable
               year was 1920, when the price of sugar soared on world markets, leading to the so-called
               Dance of the Millions.
            

            
            The onset of the Great Depression in 1929 sent commodity prices into a plunge, with
               sugar dropping furthest, fastest. The collapse of sugar was a contributing factor
               in the establishment of the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who had an enormous impact
               on Dominican agriculture. Trujillo waged a policy war against the traditional subsistence
               lifestyle of the monteros by prohibiting them from hunting and establishing agricultural colonies on state
               land for peasants and immigrants from Puerto Rico and Japan. Trujillo also promoted
               the Dominican economy at international expositions such as the Chicago and New York
               World’s Fairs in 1933 and 1939, where elaborate national pavilions displayed the country’s
               main products: sugar, tobacco, coffee, cocoa, plantains, meat, hides, and timber. The Trujillo family established monopolies in many areas
               of agriculture, such as timber, peanuts, and vegetable oil. Beginning in the 1940s
               and culminating in 1957, Trujillo gradually took personal control of nearly the entire
               sugar industry, as well. At the time, the Dominican Republic had been receiving a
               quota of the U.S. sugar market, which paid an inflated price as a subsidy, but the
               United Kingdom was the largest purchaser of Dominican sugar. Trujillo made it a foreign
               policy priority to obtain a larger share of the U.S. market, without success. Near
               the end of the Trujillo regime, in order to punish the dictatorship, the Eisenhower
               administration suspended the Dominican sugar quota entirely, and the Organization of American States imposed economic sanctions, actions that combined to cripple the sugar industry and
               devastate the country’s economy.
            

            
            After the collapse of the Trujillo regime in 1961, the government nationalized much
               of the sugar industry and the vast tracts of land that the dictator had amassed in
               private holdings, establishing the Consejo Estatal de Azúcar (CEA, State Sugar Council).
               The administration of President Juan Bosch made efforts to bring about agrarian reform in the 1963 Constitution, but his removal from power by the military ended the possibility for significant change.
            

            
            Agriculture lost much of its economic significance in the last three decades of the
               20th century, declining from 15.5 percent of the gross domestic product in 1970 to
               5.4 percent in 1999, as production of all four main crops (sugar, coffee, cocoa, and
               tobacco) went down. It has since rebounded to 7.3 percent, with increased value from
               cocoa and tobacco. About half of the Dominican Republic is agricultural land: 24,470
               sq. km (9,448 sq. mi.) out of a total area of 48,670 sq. km (18,720 sq. mi.). Approximately
               17 percent of the work force is engaged in farming. As of 2011, its most valuable
               export was tobacco in the form of cigars, followed by bananas, sugar, and cocoa. The per capita food supply went from 2,252 calories per day in
               1994 to 2,469 calories in 2009, with rice being the top commodity available for consumption.
            

         

         
         	AIR FORCE

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	ALBERTI, LUIS (1906–1976)

         
         	
            A violinist, orchestra director, and composer, he is known for his merengues. Born in La Vega, Alberti was the son of Juan Bautista Alfonseca, the reputed composer of the first
               Dominican national anthem. After classical violin training in Mao, he began his musical career as an accompanist
               to silent films in theaters in Santiago. He formed the Jazz Band Alberti in 1927, which played contemporary arrangements
               of traditional musical styles, bringing merengue to elite clubs. The Jazz Band Alberti
               expanded in 1932 to become the Orquesta Santa Cecilia (Saint Cecily Orchestra), with
               Alberti as director. Also in 1932, he cofounded the Orquesta Sinfónica de Santo Domingo, playing first violin. The Symphonic Orchestra of Santo Domingo brought nationalist
               themes and rhythms to orchestral programs, producing Alberti’s original merengues,
               the best known of which were Compadre Pedro Juan (Godfather Pedro Juan), a reference to compadrazgo, a system of co-parenthood, and Sancocho  Prieto (Meager Stew), which refers to one of the national dishes. He again changed the name
               of the Orquesta Santa Cecilia to Orquesta Presidente Trujillo in homage to the long-lived dictator in the 1950s, and relocated to San Cristóbal, Trujillo’s birthplace. A wide variety of musicians have recorded and performed his
               songs, including Wilfrido Vargas and the Brazilian bandleader Xavier Cugat.
            

         

         
         	ALCÁZAR DE COLÓN

         
         	
            Palace of Diego Columbus (Colón), the son of Christopher Columbus, who inherited the titles of admiral and viceroy of the Indies held by his father
               in 1509, and ordered the construction of the building in Santo Domingo the following year. Completed in 1512 on the bluff above the Ozama River, the 50-room edifice was constructed out of thick blocks of coralline tufa rock,
               surrounded by gardens and courtyards, and filled with fine imported furniture and
               tapestries. Columbus resided there with his wife, María de Toledo, in surroundings
               that drew comparisons with the royal Alcázar Palace in Seville, Spain. Subsequent
               governors of the colony lived in the Alcázar de Colón for the next two centuries,
               except for a period after 1586, when Francis Drake attacked Santo Domingo and sacked the palace, along with much of the city. It fell
               into disrepair in the 18th century and was abandoned, becoming one of the many ruins
               that dot the Zona Colonial (Colonial Zone) of the capital, but its massive walls prevented its complete destruction, even when
               the massive hurricane named San Zenón hit in 1930, destroying most of Santo Domingo. After the hurricane,
               dictator Rafael Trujillo began the gradual restoration of the palace as part of this government’s effort to
               develop tourism. The restoration began in the mid-1930s with the landscaping, and continued to the
               main building, now half its original size, in the 1950s. The grand opening of the
               refurbished Alcázar de Colón, refurnished with antiques and rare tapestries purchased
               in Europe, coincided with Columbus Day 1957. It is now the most visited museum in the country.
            

         

         
         	ALFONSECA, JOSÉ DOLORES (1878–1933)

         
         	
            Vice president and acting president under Horacio Vásquez, whom he also served as medical doctor. Alfonseca, from Santiago, was one of the principal horacistas who supported Vásquez for the presidency, which he gained through an election supervised
               by the U.S. Marine occupation in 1924. Alfonseca rose to vice president upon the departure from office of Federico Velázquez in 1928. When Vásquez went to the United States for medical treatment in 1929, he left Alfonseca as acting president. At that time,
               Alfonseca tried unsuccessfully to reduce the authority of Rafael Trujillo, commander of the army, but the return of Vásquez temporarily ended the struggle between the two. Soon after,
               the Revolution of 1930 brought Trujillo to power, compelling Alfonseca to resign and go into exile in Puerto Rico, where he died three years later.
            

         

         
         	ALIANZA NACIONAL PROGRESISTA

         
         	
            Name given to the political collaboration between the rival factions of Horacio Vásquez and Federico Velásquez. The alliance began as a resistance movement against the U.S. Marine occupation of the country, which began in 1916. With Vásquez heading the ticket, the Alianza
               won the election of 1924, as the occupation was drawing to a close. The party fractured
               and the Vásquez government fell in the Revolution of 1930, which was really a coup orchestrated by Rafael Trujillo.
            

         

         
         	ALIX, JUAN ANTONIO (1833–1918)

         
         	
            One of the most famous and prolific Dominican poets. Known as “Papa Toño,” he is best
               known for composing décimas, a popular form of verse with 10 lines, which satirically comment on social and political
               issues. Alix, born in Moca, began writing poems at the age of 16. He took part in the Restoration War against Spain, serving as an officer and a courier for Dominican exiles in Haiti. His time in Haiti and other aspects of his colorful life, which included 10 years
               spent with a traveling circus, are reflected in his work, which captures the culture
               and lampoons the politics of the period. Called the “Bard of the Yaque,” a reference
               to the Yaque del Norte River, he often wrote in the dialect of the Cibao region, echoing the way common people expressed themselves. Some of Alix’s best-known
               works include “El Negro tras de la Oreja” (Black behind the Ears), from 1883, which
               discusses racial identity; “Tocinos y Longanizas” (Bacon and Sausages), concerning
               diet; and “Los Curanderos,” on the subject of religious healers. Another is “Los Mangos
               Bajitos” (The Low-Hanging Fruit), circa 1904, about political corruption and violence, which Juan Luis Guerra adapted as a song in the perico ripiao  style and recorded in 1994. 
            

            
               See also ; .
            

         

         
         	ALLIANCE FOR PROGRESS

         
         	
            President John F. Kennedy’s initiative to gain support for the United States in Latin America by allocating aid to cooperative nations, which used the Dominican
               Republic as a “showcase for democracy” after the fall of the government of Rafael Trujillo. Kennedy announced the Alliance for Progress in March 1961, pledging $80 billion
               over 10 years, and attended the Inter-American Conference at Punta del Este, Uruguay,
               in August 1961, where the representatives signed the agreement. The Alliance for Progress
               was a response to the rise to power in Cuba of Fidel Castro, who established a communist
               regime close to the United States. The Alliance for Progress aimed to address poverty
               and underdevelopment, which many U.S. policymakers viewed as the preconditions for
               successful Communist insurgencies like Castro’s. These Kennedy administration officials
               also believed that right-wing dictatorships like the one maintained by Trujillo set the stage for communist success. In the wake
               of Trujillo’s assassination and the political chaos that ensued, the Dominican Republic
               presented itself as a proving ground for the Alliance for Progress. Funds poured in
               to support the fragile, freely elected government of Juan Bosch, but did not prevent him from falling to a military coup in October 1963. Nevertheless, Alliance for Progress money continued to flow
               to the Triumvirate government that followed Bosch, to the interim government installed during the occupation
               called Operation Power Pack in 1965–1966, and to the government of Joaquín Balaguer after he became president in 1966. In all, the Dominican Republic received a total
               of $403 million from the Alliance for Progress between July 1961 and July 1969.
            

         

         
         	ALOU BROTHERS

         
         	
            Felipe Alou (b. 1935) was the second Dominican to play baseball in the Major Leagues after Ossie Virgil; his brothers Matty (1938–2011) and Jesús (b. 1942) soon joined him, making theirs
               the most famous baseball family in the country. From Haina, the brothers’ full surname was Rojas Alou, but they became known by their mother’s
               name in the United States. All three Alou brothers played for the San Francisco Giants, whose star pitcher
               was Juan Marichal, and on three occasions they played together in the same outfield. Felipe Alou had
               the most distinguished career, breaking in with San Francisco in 1958, making the
               All Star team three times, and retiring in 1974 with a .286 lifetime average. He then
               became the first Dominican manager of a Major League team, the Montreal Expos, where
               he was named Manager of the Year in 1994, and later managed the Giants. Felipe’s son
               Moises was also an accomplished Major Leaguer, making the All Star team six times,
               winning the World Series with the Florida Marlins in 1997, and batting .303 in a career
               lasting from 1990 to 2008. Matty Alou played from 1960 to 1974, won the batting crown
               in 1966, made three All Star squads, played for the World Series champion Oakland
               A’s in 1972, and then finished his career in Japan. He hit .307 lifetime. Jesús Alou
               played from 1963 to 1979, hitting .280.
            

         

         
         	ALTAGRACIA, OUR LADY OF

         
         	
            Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Our Lacy of High Grace) is the country’s Roman Catholic patroness, with the title “Queen and Protector of the Hearts of the Dominicans,”
               a figure of great importance in Dominican religion. The image of La Altagracia that the faithful venerate comes from a painting that
               was made in Spain and brought to Hispaniola sometime around 1500. It is a nativity scene of the Virgin Mary with head bowed over
               the infant Jesus in the manger, with St. Joseph in the background, and an eight-pointed
               Star of Bethlehem shining overhead. According to tradition, the brothers Alonso and
               Antonio de Trejo, reputed to have established one of the first sugar production facilities in the New World near Higüey, imported the painting. The image was said to have disappeared, only to reappear
               in an orange bush, which then became the site of a church to house the painting. There
               are several other, similar versions of the painting’s miraculous past. There has been
               a cathedral dedicated to La Altagracia in Higüey since 1572. Pope Pius XI crowned the image in
               person on 15 August 1922. The current cathedral, the Basílica de Altagracia, was constructed
               from 1949 to 1954, during the regime of Rafael Trujillo, who promoted the worship of Altagracia over that of Our Lady of Mercedes, which was associated with the Dominican elite, or gente de primera. Pope John Paul II crowned Altagracia’s image a second time, during his second visit
               to the Dominican Republic, 12 October 1992. Altagracia’s feast day of 21 January is
               a major religious holiday and occasion for a massive pilgrimage to Higüey. 
            

            
             See also .
            

         

         
         	AMBER

         
         	
            Fossilized tree resin that is treated as a semi-precious gem, it ranges in color from
               light yellow to dark red. Large deposits of high-quality amber are located in the
               Dominican Republic, which is one of the world’s leading suppliers, along with countries
               in the Baltic region. Amber brings high prices on the international market, especially
               pieces of it that contain insects, which can be tens of millions of years old, making
               it a valuable resource for the country. Amber mining contributes to the nation’s economy, with mines operating in Puerto Plata and Hato Mayor Provinces, among other places. Jewelry featuring amber settings is produced in workshops
               of varying size, some of which are open to visitors, and sold in many venues around
               the republic, including stores in the El Conde shopping district in Santo Domingo, and souvenir shops in tourism areas. The Amber World Museum in the capital exhibits a collection of amber and interprets the history of amber
               mining.
            

         

         
         	AMIAMA TÍO, LUIS (1915–1980)

         
         	
            One of the assassins of Rafael Trujillo, he was one of only two members of the conspiracy to survive afterward, as more than
               70 others were arrested, tortured, and executed. Amiama Tío and the other survivor,
               fellow assassin Antonio Imbert Barrera, went into hiding for months before it was safe for them to emerge. When they did
               reveal themselves, they were considered heroes by many, which they tried to exploit
               in order to gain power themselves. In the tense period leading up to the presidential
               election of December 1962, the Central Intelligence Agency warned of the possibility
               of Amiama Tío and Imbert Barrera disrupting the process. With the landslide victory
               of Juan Bosch, the threat of a coup dissipated, as did the political importance of the surviving
               assassins. Amiama Tío retained his celebrity status, albeit a controversial one, given
               the wide extent of latent support for Trujillo, but ceased to be a significant political
               actor.
            

         

         
         	ANACAONA (1464–1504)

         
         	
            Cacique (queen) of Jaragua, one of the five chiefdoms of the Taíno at the time of the arrival of Christopher Columbus, she is a revered figure in Dominican culture. The figure of Anacaona, which translates
               from Taíno as “Golden Flower,” evokes the dignity, intelligence, beauty, and grace
               of the native people, and represents their collective brutalization at the hands of
               the conquerors from Spain. 
            

            
            Anacaona’s brother Bohechio ruled Jaragua, and her husband,  Caonabo, ruled the region of Maguana, to the east. Caonabo resisted Spanish domination but was captured and died a prisoner.
               The Spanish accused Bohechio of conspiracy, and he died soon after capitulating to
               them, leaving his widowed sister Anacaona as ruler of Jaragua in 1496. Among many
               other talents, Anacaona was known among the native people as a great composer of areítos  (Taíno songs with dances). When Bartholomew Columbus led the first Spanish expedition to Jaragua, Anacaona’s people greeted him with an
               elaborate performance of areítos. She pledged her loyalty to King Ferdinand and agreed to pay tribute in the form
               of cotton and foodstuffs, since there was no gold in her chiefdom. She deeply impressed
               the Spanish visitors, as recorded in the histories of Bartolomé  de las Casas and Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas, among other chroniclers of the Spanish Conquest. Despite that fact, in 1502, Governor
               Nicolás de Ovando, having been falsely informed that Anacaona was conspiring against him, moved against
               her. He pretended to come in peace to Jaragua, where again the people met the Spanish
               with a collective ritual of welcome, and he asked Anacaona to assemble her subordinate
               chiefs in a large  bohío (lodge). Ovando then burned the building, captured Anacaona, and took her to Santo Domingo to be hanged, despite her eloquent appeal for justice and understanding, which is
               still recalled as a timeless plea for peace. Anacaona continued to inspire admiration
               after death, as seen in the depiction of her in the 1762 history written by Luis Joseph Peguero, and in the 1886 statue of her in Santo Domingo, located in front of the cathedral, which is paired with a statue of Christopher Columbus. The dictator Rafael Trujillo named his oldest child Flor de Oro, which is the Spanish translation of Anacaona.
               Today, Anacaona holds an exalted status as a national figure, in company with two
               other members of the Taíno nobility, Cotubanamá and Enriquillo. These three have gained significance in Dominican folk religion, as well.
            

         

         
         	ANGULO GURIDI, FRANCISCO JAVIER (1816–1884)

         
         	
            A playwright, poet, essayist, and novelist, he was among the first published authors
               in Dominican history. From Santo Domingo, Angulo Guridi is considered, along with his brother Alejandro, to be one of the
               founders of indigenismo in Dominican literature, a genre that celebrated the history and culture of the indigenous Taíno people. His drama Iguaniona ranks with the novel Enriquillo (1879) by Manuel de Jesús Galván and the poetry collection Fantasías indígenas (Indigenous Fantasies) by José Joaquín Pérez as one of the best examples of indigenismo. His collection entitled Ensayos poéticos (Poetical Essays), which came to press in Cuba in 1843, was only the second volume
               of poetry to be published by a Dominican author, the first having been Esteban Pichardo’s
               Miscelánea poética 20 years before. His novel La fantasma de  Higüey (The Ghost of Higüey), from 1857, was the first widely published book by a Dominican.
               Despite his stature as a writer, many of his works have been lost, such as the 1868
               play El conde de Leo (The Count of Leo) and much of his poetry; or they have not survived intact, such
               as his epic poem “Telebart,” which is missing an unknown number of its final pages.
            

         

         
         	ANNEXATION TO SPAIN

         
         	
            Also known as the Spanish Recolonization, it is the period beginning in 1861, when
               Spain reasserted colonial control of the Dominican Republic, and ending in 1865, with the
               expulsion of Spanish forces in the Restoration War. After the War of Dominican Independence, the power struggle between Pedro Santana and Buenaventura Báez led both to seek the protection of a foreign ally. While Báez courted France and the United States, Santana looked for help from Spain to protect himself from his political opponents
               and from the threat of renewed war with Haiti. The Annexation Decree was announced on 18 March 1861, when the U.S. Civil War was
               about to begin, which prevented enforcement of the Monroe Doctrine. Armed resistance
               by Dominican nationalists began almost as soon as the first Spanish troops arrived.
               Founding father Francisco del Rosario Sánchez led an invasion from Haiti on 2 May 1861, but he was wounded, captured, and then
               executed on 4 July 1861 by the Spanish. Opposition to Spanish governance intensified
               due to rules that offended the Dominicans. The Spanish forces carried out livestock
               seizures (bagajes), which hit the Cibao hardest. Archbishop Bienvenido de Monzón invalidated all marriages that had not been
               performed officially by clergy of the Roman Catholic Church, which was a large number of people in a country with few priests and rugged terrain,
               and in so doing, made bastards of all the children produced by those many marriages.
               The Spanish imposed higher tariffs on imported goods, raising prices for consumers,
               and operated a monopoly on the marketing of tobacco, driving down income for producers. Rumors that the Spanish planned to make slavery legal again circulated widely, raising anxieties among Dominicans of color, which
               was the majority. Santana and his supporters lost power quickly to officials sent
               from Spain, leading him to resign as captain-general of the colony in January 1862.
               The growing number of nationalist citizens willing to fight the Spanish recolonization
               found an ally in Haiti, which Spain threatened with its repeated vows to reclaim territory
               taken by Toussaint Louverture in 1794. The Restoration War began with the grito de Capotillo  of 16 August 1863, when a group of nationalists launched an attack on Spanish troops
               from Haiti, which spread quickly across the Cibao.
            

         

         
         	ANTILLES

         
         	
            The islands of the Caribbean, named by Christopher Columbus for the mythical Antillenas said to be located off the coast of Asia. Hispaniola is one of the four Greater Antilles, along with Cuba, the largest, Puerto Rico, and
               Jamaica. All the smaller islands, arranged in an arc from the Virgin Islands to Trinidad,
               are collectively known as the Lesser Antilles.
            

         

         
         	APAGONES

         
         	
            Extended blackouts of electric power that plague the nation. 

            
             See also .
            

         

         
         	ARAWAK

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	ARCHITECTURE

         
         	
            The architecture of the native Taíno people consisted mainly of structures called bohíos, ranging in size from single-family dwellings to lodges large enough to hold hundreds
               of people. They were either conical, called the caney, the most familiar type, or rectilinear, which were larger buildings for public use
               or for caciques to occupy. Built out of wood and thatch, the bohíos did not last long after the arrival of conquerors from Spain in 1493. They either succumbed to decay or the invaders destroyed them, as in the
               case of Queen Anacaona’s lodge in Jaragua, set on fire on the orders of Governor Nicolás de Ovando. The Taíno also constructed sports venues consisting of stone-ringed courts or playing fields, only some vestiges of
               which exist today.
            

            
            The colonial architecture of the Dominican Republic includes many of the oldest, and
               therefore most significant, buildings in the Western Hemisphere. Santo Domingo was the first European city established in the New World, and its Zona Colonial (Colonial Zone) is a United Nations World Heritage Site that includes many architectural “firsts.”
               The Torre del Homenaje was the first fortification and is perhaps the oldest structure of European origin in the Americas. The Alcázar de Colón (Alcázar of Columbus) was the first palace and is the most visited museum in the country today. The Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación was the first cathedral. The first Jesuit monastery has been a national mausoleum called the Panteón de la Patria since the 1950s. The administrative offices of the colonial government, a complex
               of buildings in the style of Spanish villas with interior courtyards, are now a museum
               called the Casas Reales (Royal Houses). The colonial area construction is of tufa,
               a coralline rock that could be easily cut soon after being mined from underground
               but that hardened with exposure to the air. This allowed colonial architects to call
               for walls two and three feet thick, built with enormous tufa blocks, which have withstood
               repeated hurricanes and earthquakes. Not all of the colonial buildings survived, however, as the Franciscan Church, among
               other large, 16th-century structures, lie in picturesque ruins around the Colonial
               Zone. The heart of the modern metropolis is also the most iconic nationalist structure
               in the country, the El Conde Gate, which dates to the late 16th century. Perhaps the most significant building
               dating to the colonial era outside of the capital is the Casa Ponce de Leon near Higüey.
            

            
            In certain respects, the most enduring architecture in Dominican history is the rural
               vernacular style of architecture still to be found dotting the landscape and in small
               towns. The most familiar of these buildings are the rudimentary family dwellings constructed
               of wooden slats and thatch, the same building materials as Taíno bohíos. Even more reminiscent of indigenous architecture are galleras, circular cockfighting stadiums, which can be found nestled into densely crowded neighborhoods or standing
               alone in the countryside, looking like the lodges of the native people. 
            

            
            Continual conflict during the 19th century devastated buildings in the capital and
               across the country. The 1809 War of the Spanish Reconquest ended with a long, destructive siege of Santo Domingo. During the Haitian occupation, many religious structures were turned to secular uses that damaged them, such as
               stables, barracks, and warehouses. In the closing stages of the Dominican War of Dominican Independence, the exiting occupiers devastated wide swaths of the country, including the Cibao and its central city of Santiago. Worst of all was the destruction wrought during the Restoration War to expel Spain, which ended in a crescendo of urban destruction, with besieging Dominican troops
               and departing Spanish forces heavily damaging the cities where they fought. But in
               the wake of the war, the residents rebuilt the towns in a distinctive style called
               “Republican Victorian,” or “stick-style,” that was influenced by the style of building
               in the British West Indies, featuring single-story houses with high ceilings and gingerbread
               ornamentation. Many late 19th-century Victorians are still standing in Puerto Plata, the city hit hardest by the war, and in Monte Cristi, Samaná, and Santiago. 
            

            
            In the last decades of the 19th century, a number of prefabricated metal structures
               were imported from Europe and assembled in the port cities, mainly for industrial
               use, or as public markets. The sugar boom of the time, centered in San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, financed a great deal of construction of this type, along with other buildings of
               local design. The clock tower in Monte Cristi, resembling a miniature Eiffel Tower,
               is a prominent example of a metal structure imported for civic enhancement. The overall
               effect was wildly eclectic, with Dominican urban areas reflecting neogothic, neoclassical,
               and Moorish styles, together with the influence of contemporary art nouveau design
               in England and France. The U.S. Marine occupation imposed a severe functionality on designs approved for construction, exemplified by
               the substantial Customs houses still seen in all the major port cities, utilitarian schools, and the residential
               Gazcue district of Santo Domingo, all of which took shape during those eight years.
            

            
            Hurricane San Zenón devastated much of Santo Domingo in September 1930, allowing the
               incoming regime of Rafael Trujillo to assert control of the rebuilding effort, which both permitted him to consolidate
               his dictatorship and to transform the city’s architecture. A new modernist aesthetic derived from the
               so-called international style took shape in the massive construction projects that
               proliferated thereafter, guided by the architects José Antonio Caro Álvarez, trained
               in Europe, and Guillermo Sánchez González, trained at Yale University. The latter’s
               finest work was the Hotel Jaragua, a cutting-edge facility of 1946 that initiated the government’s tourism development program. Other structures in the style of trujillista modernism are the central Post Office building, the National Archive, the entire
               Féria complex from 1955 (especially the Teatro del Agua y Luz [Theater of Water and Light]),
               many other government buildings, and model neighborhoods constructed across the republic
               during the long tenure of the regime. In addition to the modernist design that prevailed
               during the trujillato, several imposing neoclassical works were completed, the largest being the National Palace, the Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts), and a monument to the dictator
               in Santiago by the Spanish architect José Vela Zanetti. Looking like a cross between
               Trajan’s Column and the Capitolio in Rome, it was rededicated to the heroes of the
               Restoration War after Trujillo’s death.
            

            
            New construction made little progress during the five unstable years following Trujillo’s
               death, but with the imposition of order during the Twelve Years of Joaquín Balaguer period that began in 1966, there was a surge in public and private development, facilitated
               by a spike in the international market price of sugar. The government undertook several ambitious building projects in concrete, glass,
               and steel, principal among them being the Plaza de la Cultura, designed by an architectural team consisting of Caro Álvarez, José Miniño, and Teófilo
               Carbonell. The plaza comprises several modernist structures, including the Museo del
               Hombre (Museum of Dominican Man), the Biblioteca Nacional (National Library), and
               most notably, the Museo del Arte Moderno (Museum of Modern Art), built on a design
               by Miniño and inaugurated in December 1976. Another important edifice from the period
               is the top-heavy Banco Central (Central Bank), the work of Rafael Calventi, which
               is pictured on the 500-peso currency bill. 
            

            
            Two other massive modernist projects began under Trujillo and were completed by Balaguer.
               The Higüey  Basílica Catedral Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Cathedral of Our Lady of High Grace) started with an architectural contest in 1947
               won by two French architects, André-Jacques Dunoyer Segonzac and Pierre Dupré, who
               designed an assemblage of soaring concrete arches and stained glass. Construction
               began in 1954, was mostly suspended for five years after Trujillo’s death, resumed
               when Balaguer took office in 1966, and was finally finished in 1971. The Faro a Colón (Columbus Lighthouse) design dates to a 1937 architectural contest judged by Frank
               Lloyd Wright and Eliel Saarinen, won by English architect J. L. Gleave with a design
               for a giant recumbent cross, completed in 1992, in time for the 500th anniversary
               of the Spanish arrival. The faro was inaugurated on schedule, but at the cost of razing a large neighborhood and displacing
               its residents, and by most accounts, it proved to be a failure in terms of its architecture
               (that is, it is unattractive), its supposed function (the lighthouse was intended
               to project a cross with laser light into the sky, but it rarely works, due to shortages
               in electricity), and Balaguer’s political legacy. Beyond the capital, the modernist design of Santiago’s
               Centro de Arte León Jimenes, the work of the architect Pedro Borrell, is also worth
               mention.
            

            
            The impact of tourism on Dominican architecture has had mixed effects. In some developments, such as the
               Casa de Campo resort and the associated artists’ colony called the Altos de Chavón
               (Chavón River Bluffs) near La Romana, have reintroduced Creole influences and hearken
               back to the nation’s vernacular style, in particular the work of Oscar Imbert Tesson.
               But the tourism building boom of the 1990s and early 2000s, which saw the initiation
               of scores of unremarkable high-rise hotels along formerly unspoiled stretches of coastline,
               came to a crashing end in 2008, leaving the vast majority of these projects unfinished.
               The ghost resort at the Juan Dolio complex near San Pedro is a disturbing example
               of this contemporary phenomenon.
            

            
            Another unfortunate development in Dominican architecture comes with the siege mentality
               that characterizes the property of the elite, who increasingly seek refuge in garish
               “gated communities” that stress security over aesthetics. Meanwhile, residences in
               the urban areas have come to resemble military compounds, ringed with fences and walls
               topped by shards of broken glass set vertically into cement. In fact, the cinderblock
               wall fringed with glass shards, built around an occupied cinderblock house with an
               unfinished second story, may be the most familiar type of structure in the country
               today.
            

         

         
         	AREÍTO

         
         	
            A ceremony of the Taíno people that combined music and dance. Areíto was also the Taíno word for “song.” The manner of singing in areítos was call-and-response, with a lead vocalist and a chorus, all of whom danced as they
               sang. The native people held areítos for a variety of reasons, such as to worship, to pay homage to leaders, and to mark
               special occasions. They performed areítos to entertain and demonstrate respect to the Spanish invaders as well, as in the account
               of Anacaona hosting Bartholomew Columbus when he came to Jaragua for the first time. Taíno musical instruments that accompanied areítos included drums, rattles (maracas), and guïras. These instruments are commonly found in merengue ensembles today.
            

         

         
         	ARIAS, DESIDERIO (1872–1931)

         
         	
            Caudillo leader who was among the principal political figures in the country for more than
               three decades. He played prominent roles in many of the watershed moments in Dominican
               history: He was among the assassins of Ulises Heureaux; he occupied Santo Domingo in 1916, precipitating the U.S. Marine occupation; and he led a failed revolt against Rafael Trujillo, who ordered his execution, ending the threat of insurrection against the regime.
               
            

            
            Arias was from Monte Cristi, where he was an employee of the commercial house owned by Juan Isidro Jimenes. He joined the conspiracy against Heureaux led by the cousins Ramón Cáceres and Horacio Vásquez  who killed the dictator on 26 July 1899. When Jimenes became president in November
               of that year, Arias took a military position with his government. President Carlos Morales Languasco named him governor of Monte Cristi province in 1903. After Cáceres overthrew Morales in 1906, Arias led an unsuccessful revolt
               against him, then went into exile in Puerto Rico until the assassination of Cáceres in 1911. He fought in the Guerra
               del Doce (War of 1912) that followed, led the unsuccessful “Railroad Revolution” in
               1913, and in 1914, when Jimenes became president again, he took the role of minister
               of war and navy. But Arias fell out with his mentor Jimenes, and in 1916 led a revolt
               against him, seizing Santo Domingo while the president was away from the capital.
               That action triggered an invasion of the country by U.S. forces, who forced Arias
               to abandon the city, and then pursued his army to the Cibao, until it melted away to form bands of gavilleros. The ensuing U.S. Marine occupation lasted until 1924, when an election made Vásquez president again. Arias was among
               those who plotted his downfall, which came with the Revolution of 1930. When Trujillo seized power afterward, Arias again took to the hills to lead a revolt,
               prompting Trujillo to order his death. Government forces captured and killed Arias
               near Mao on 20 June 1931, then sent his head to Trujillo. As the last of the famous
               caudillos, the execution of Arias marked the end of a period of political turbulence
               and presaged an era of total dictatorship.
            

         

         
         	ARMADA DE BARLOVENTO

         
         	
            Naval force created by Spain in 1635 to protect its trade and colonies in the New World from incursions by French and English pirates. 
            

         

         
         	ARMY

         
         	
            The army is the primary branch of the military, which is the most powerful political institution in Dominican history. The formation
               of a national army predated the creation of the country itself, as it was instrumental
               in securing sovereignty from Haiti during the War of Dominican Independence. One of the three main leaders of the Trinitaria movement that ignited the war in 1844 was army General Ramón Mella, but he and the other Trinitarians soon lost political control to General Pedro Santana, who commanded the army’s victories in the field. With independence secured, the
               army became the arbiter of power in the early republic, returning its leader Santana
               to power as president repeatedly. The nation’s first constitution made him commander-in-chief of the army and gave him sweeping emergency powers that
               he could invoke. His principal political competitor, Buenaventura Báez, was also an army general from the independence war, and also served multiple terms
               as president by virtue of his military leadership. During the late 19th and early
               20th centuries, the army constantly had to contend with rebel armies raised by rival
               caudillo leaders, resulting in frequent civil wars. The U.S. Marine occupation imposed by the United States from 1916 to 1924 ended that cycle by training a “constabulary force,” which became
               the foundation of a modern army. The commander of that army, Rafael Trujillo, used its forces to seize power with the Revolution of 1930, after which he pushed military modernization to a new level, making the Dominican
               National Army into one of the largest and best-equipped forces in Latin America. Its
               personnel expanded from 2,125 men in 1930 to more than 3,200 in 1938, the year after
               its soldiers carried out the Haitian Massacre of 1937. By 1961, the army had grown to 12,310 men, along with another 26,540 men in the
               navy, air force, and National Police. Over the course of the Trujillo regime, with such
               lavish funding, the army became an avenue for economic advancement, with increasing
               opportunities for profitable corruption. This reputation for graft did not dissipate
               with the end of the dictatorship. Moreover, the army continued to be the dominant political influence after May 1961,
               when Trujillo was assassinated. Thereafter, the army played an important role in the
               overthrow of President Juan Bosch and the imposition of rule by the Triumvirate in 1963; in the Constitutionalist Revolt and U.S. intervention called Operation Power Pack in 1965–1966; and in maintaining the power of Joaquín Balaguer during his presidencies, especially his Twelve Year period of authoritarian rule from 1966 to 1978. Its institutional power and resources
               have diminished in the 21st century. The contemporary army is one of three branches
               of the Dominican military, along with the navy and the air force. Its active duty
               force of approximately 24,000 personnel is organized into eight brigades and an air
               cavalry squadron, with two major bases it shares with the air force, one at San Isidro near the capital, the other near Santiago. 
            

            
             See also .
            

         

         
         	ART

         
         	
            The first artists on Hispaniola were native Taíno people, who carved figural bas-relief petroglyphs and drew symbols with charcoal
               onto cliff faces and cave walls, and sculpted sacred figurines and statues of deities
               called zemis. Very little art seems to have been created in the colony of Santo Domingo during the centuries of rule by Spain. While the architecture of the period has proved to be durable, in particular that
               of the Colonial Zone, almost none of the art has survived. One of the few known artists of the colonial
               period is Diego José Hilario, who painted a series of large religious medallions in
               the late 1700s. Similarly, art production was miniscule during the Haitian occupation, 1822–1844. Among the few artists active prior to 1844 was Francisco Velázquez, a
               self-taught portraitist who made his own paints from minerals he dug from the soil,
               because of the scarcity of art supplies in the impoverished nation. The first artist
               of the early national period was Domingo Echavarría (1809–1845), an engraver and caricaturist,
               whose signed print from 1845, the year after the War of Dominican Independence, seems to have been the first work of art produced in the newly declared nation.
               Among the few artists active at the time was Epifanio Billini, who painted a famous
               portrait of Our Lady of Mercedes. Theodoro Chasserieu, who was born on the island but spent most of his life in Paris
               as a disciple of Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, was the most skilled Dominican artist
               of the early national period. But in the eyes of nationalist art critics, the fact
               that Chasserieu was an expatriate places his work outside the Dominican oeuvre. The
               new country slowly developed a body of national art in the second half of the 19th
               century, mainly the work of a handful of artists. This seminal group included Alejandro
               Bonilla (1820–1901), Luis Desangles (1861–1940), and Leopoldo Navarro (1856–1908).
               By 1890, there was a large enough artistic community to hold the first large exhibition,
               the Salón Artístico (Artistic Salon) in Santo Domingo. The most influential artist
               of the early 20th century was Abelardo Rodríguez Urdaneta (1870–1933), known simply
               as “Abelardo,” who was a painter, sculptor, photographer, and composer. His most famous
               works include the painting “El Extraviado” (The Strayed One) and the sculpture “Caonabo.” He founded the Academia de Dibujo, Pintura y Escultura (Academy of Drawing, Painting,
               and Sculpture) in Santo Domingo in 1908, and operated it until his death in 1933.
            

            
            Dominican art gained its own identity during the interwar period, with the emergence
               of several dominant figures whose work constituted the Dominican modernist art movement.
               First among these was Yoryi Morel (1901–1979), born in Santiago, who produced oil paintings in the  costumbrismo  style, which celebrated Dominican folkways. His most acclaimed canvas was “El Pescador”
               (The Fisherman), which won first prize in painting at the national biennial in 1952.
               He founded an art school in the city of his birth, and its most accomplished graduate
               was Clara Ledesma (1924–1999). The Dominican Congress named Morel the “national painter” in 2006. Jaime Colson (1909–1975), from Puerto Plata, studied in Paris and Barcelona, and taught in Mexico City. His best-known works
               include “Sueño de una noche de San Martín” (Dream of a Night of St. Martin), “Bañistas”
               (Bathers), and “La Guerra” (The War). Darío Suro (1917–1997), from La Vega, studied with Enrique García Godoy (1886–1947), who operated a studio that trained
               many students. Suro went to Mexico City to learn from the great muralist Diego Rivera,
               whose grand compositions influenced Suro’s vision. “Caballo bajo la lluvia” (Horse
               in the Rain), is characteristic of his work. Suro was also an influential art critic
               and author of the important 1969 book Arte Dominicano (Dominican Art). Celeste Woss y Gil (1891–1985), the first important female artist
               in the country, was the daughter of Alejandro Woss y Gil, who was president twice, from 1885 to 1887, and again in 1903. She studied in Cuba and the United States, developing an impressionist style while creating a body of work that included portraits,
               nudes, and scenes of everyday life. Her vibrant composition entitled “Mercado” (Market),
               done in the national colors of blue and red, won first prize at the second national
               biennial in 1944. Like García Godoy, Woss y Gil operated an influential art academy,
               hers being in La Vega.
            

            
            Dominican artistic production expanded during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, which began in 1930. As it gained power, the government increasingly channeled art
               into the process of modernizing the state and serving the immense ego of the dictator.
               The quantity and quality of art being produced in the country increased dramatically
               with the arrival of many painters and sculptors from Europe, who came to escape the
               rise of fascism in their home countries of Spain, Germany, and Austria. These professionally
               trained artists, among them internationally known figures, fueled the expansion of
               national cultural institutions in the second decade of the trujillato. In 1942, the regime sponsored the Primer Bienal Nacional de Artes Plásticas (First
               National Biennial of Fine Arts), which was held in Santo Domingo. A closely related
               development was the founding, also in 1942, of the Escuela Nacional de Bellas Artes
               (National School of Fine Arts), also in the capital. The second national biennial
               coincided with the centennial of independence from Haiti, an occasion that was celebrated
               in grandiose fashion throughout 1944. The largest of numerous memorials constructed
               to mark the event was an enormous monument to Trujillo in Santiago. The murals inside
               the monument were the work of José Vela Zanetti (1913–1999), who was among those who
               had fled from Spain after the Spanish Civil War, a group that included the Catalan
               Josep Gausachs (1889–1959), who worked with Picasso, Modigliani, and Chagall while
               studying in Paris, and Eugenio Fernández Granell (1912–2001), known as the last Spanish
               surrealist. Vela Zanetti produced more than 100 murals around the Dominican Republic
               after arriving in 1939, most of them in newly constructed government buildings built
               in the modernist style, including the National Library and the Central Bank. In 1945,
               Vela Zanetti began teaching at the new National School of Fine Arts, which was staffed
               by exile artists, becoming its director in 1949; his best-known work is the 1953 mural “Mankind’s
               Struggle for a Lasting Peace” in the United Nations Headquarters in New York, where he moved in the 1951. 
            

            
            By the 1950s, the National School of Fine Arts had trained several graduating classes
               of Dominican-born artists, a group that Darío Suro labeled the “Generation of 1920,”
               because they were born between that year and 1930. In 1956, Trujillo inaugurated the
               Galería Nacional de Bellas Artes (National Gallery of Fine Arts) in Santo Domingo,
               giving Dominican artists a palatial space to display their work—but only if that work,
               and the artist who created it, met with the dictator’s approval. For that reason,
               while the physical infrastructure for artistic production continued to grow into the
               third decade of the Trujillo regime, the intellectual climate grew oppressive, inhibiting
               individual expression.
            

            
            The first name mentioned among the Generation of 1920 who came of age during the Trujillo
               dictatorship is Gilberto Hernández Ortega (1924–1978), who won prizes at the national
               biennial repeatedly and served as director of the National School of Fine Art. Another
               important figure was Paul Giudicelli (1921–1965), from San Pedro de Macorís, an abstract painter who mounted exhibitions in Barcelona and Switzerland in the
               mid-1950s. He fell afoul of the Trujillo regime, which denied him a passport to study
               in France in 1959 and removed him from the faculty of the National School of Fine
               Arts. Women were more equally represented in the Generation of 1920 than during previous
               periods, the best known among them being Morel’s former student Clara Ledesma, who
               split her time between New York and Santo Domingo, anticipating the lives led today
               by thousands of Dominicanyorks.
            

            
            Trujillo’s fall in 1961 ended the political repression that had worsened throughout
               his 31 years in power, but the material circumstances of Dominican art suffered over
               the next decade, even as the events surrounding the Constitutionalist Revolt of April 1965 served to inspire several artists who were coming of age at the time.
               They included Cándido Bidó (1936–2011), the first Dominican to have an exhibition
               of his work in France; Elsa Núñez (1943– ), who studied in Madrid; Ramón Oviedo, awarded
               the nation’s top honor in 1997; and Asdrubel Domínguez (1936–1986), the subject of
               a retrospective in 2006. Some of these politicized artists formed a movement they
               called Arte y Liberación (Art and Liberation), whose members included José Cestero
               (1937– ), who studied with Gausachs and Hernández Ortega; José Ramírez Conde (1937–1977),
               a painter and muralist who studied with Colson and won multiple prizes at the national
               biennial; and Silvano Lora (1931–2003), who gained fame internationally with the arte povera (poor art) movement of the 1960s. Nicknamed the “Quixote of Dominican Culture,” Lora
               made political statements about human suffering and oppression using common materials
               and found objects. Another experimental movement to take shape at the time was called
               the Friordano Group, based in Santiago, led by the painter Danilo de los Santos (1943–
               ), known as “Danicel.” They began an annual event in 1966 called El Concurso de Arte
               Eduardo León Jimenes (The Eduardo León Jimenes Art Competition), named for its corporate
               sponsor, a tobacco company. It grew quickly to rival the national biennial, which had been suspended
               after the military takeover by the Triumvirate in 1963, and was not revived until 1972. Also in 1972, an avant-garde, multimedia
               exposition called Nueva Imagen (New Image) took place in Santiago, which introduced
               a kind of magical expressionism blended with pop art, and integrated film installations
               and a soundtrack. The show featured the creations of the precocious Geo Ripley (1950–
               ), who had won the second Concurso León Jimenes five years before at the age of 17.
               Ripley was included in the 50th anniversary exhibit at the Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1980, the only Dominican artist to be recognized. The
               principal sculptors of the period were Antonio Prats-Ventós (1920–1999) and Luichy
               Martínez Richiez (1928– ).
            

            
            The government of Joaquín Balaguer promoted the arts on the national level, while also targeting artists who failed
               to support it, just as the Trujillo dictatorship had done. Many leftist artists and
               intellectuals came into conflict with the authoritarian regime after it came to power
               in 1966, during a dirty war referred to as the Twelve Years. One of these artists was Silvano Lora, who was denied reentry into the country at
               the Santo Domingo airport after a trip abroad, and forced into exile in 1975. But
               also in 1975, Balaguer inaugurated both the Colegio Dominicano de Artes Plásticos
               (Dominican College of Fine Arts) and the Galería de Arte Moderno (Gallery of Modern
               Art), designed by José Miniño, located in the new Plaza de la Cultura (Plaza of Culture). Balaguer also supported the construction of the Centro de la
               Cultura de Santiago (Santiago Cultural Center) and the innovative, if bizarre, Ciudad
               de los Artistas (City of the Artists) at Altos de Chavón (Chavón River Bluffs), near
               La Romana, a mock Roman village that doubles as a government-subsidized art colony and tourist
               attraction.
            

            
            The Colectivo Generación del 80 (Generation of ’80 Collective) comprised a group of
               expressionist artists, mainly painters, which formed at the beginning of the decade
               of the 1980s. In 1992, with the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano in power, the Galería de Arte Moderno was revitalized with state funding and renamed
               the Museo de Arte Moderno. The museum broadened its mission to include exchanging
               art with other galleries, giving Dominican art wider exposure. It also sponsored two
               special biennials, one including videos, performance art, architecture, and installations in addition to the traditional categories of painting and sculpture,
               and another specifically for painting, held in 2001, which included painters from
               Central America and other Caribbean nations. The Museum of Modern Art, one of the
               finest art galleries in the Caribbean region, maintains and exhibits a large collection
               of Dominican art that includes work by all the principal artists.
            

            
            The leading contemporary artists include Ada Balcácer, Cándido Bidó, Tony Capellan,
               Freddy Rodríguez, Quisqueya Hernández, Elsa Núñez, Jorge Pineda Guillo Pérez, and Fernando Peña Defilló.
            

         

         
         	ARZENO, JULIO (1892–1932)

         
         	
            A musician, musicologist, and band leader recognized as the first Dominican folklorist.
               Arzeno published the seminal study Del folklore musical dominicano (Concerning Dominican Musical Folklore) in 1927; it contains lyrics, melodies, and
               detailed observations of popular musical styles, in particular bachata  and merengue.
            

         

         
         	ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

         
         	
            Alliance formed in 1994 at the behest of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) in response
               to the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), in order to encourage cooperation
               between the nations of the Caribbean region. The Dominican Republic is one of the
               25 member states of the ACS, which aims to promote economic and social development,
               environmental protection, and health care.
            

         

         
         	AVIATION

         
         	
            Airplanes have facilitated political control, the development of tourism, immigration, and the emergence of a transnational community of expatriate Dominican   Americans. The first airplanes arrived in 1919, during the U.S. Marine occupation. The Marines built the first airfields near San Pedro de Macorís, at the United States–owned Consuelo sugar estate, and near Santo Domingo, where they operated de Havilland biplanes against the gavillero rebels. The marines used airplanes for aerial surveillance to locate guerrilla bands,
               direct ground patrols to their location, and drop bombs on them. The airplanes were
               removed in 1924 when the marine occupation ended, leaving 12 airfields scattered around
               the country but no aircraft.
            

            
            Charles Lindbergh visited Santo Domingo in February 1928 as part of his Pan-American
               goodwill flight, and in 1929, Pan American Airways negotiated to begin service to
               the airport near Santo Domingo, renamed Lindbergh Airport. In 1930, General Rafael Trujillo, an aviation enthusiast, seized power. As a captain in the Dominican National Guard
               in 1923, Trujillo had commanded the military base at Barahona, which included one of the U.S. Marine airfields, where he developed an appreciation
               for air power. In 1932, he created an air arm of the Dominican Army. In order to obtain aircraft from the United States, which prohibited the sale of
               warplanes but permitted civilian aviation sales, the air force was misleadingly named
               the National Air Transport Company. In that way, Trujillo acquired two Bellanca Pacemaker
               airplanes, which he fitted with machine guns and bomb racks. Three more fighter planes
               arrived in 1933, beginning a process by which the dictatorship would assemble the most powerful air force in the Caribbean region. In 1935, Pan
               Am expanded operations to a new water port constructed at San Pedro de Macorís, which
               could receive Boeing 314 Clippers, large flying boats for passengers. The first Dominican
               pilot was Frank Feliz Miranda, who was the lone survivor of the Faro a Colón (Columbus Lighthouse) flying tour in 1937, during which all the other participants
               crashed. Dominican aviation expanded rapidly during World War II. In 1942, Pan Am
               financed the expansion and modernization of Miraflores Airport, two miles outside
               the capital, and the Lend-Lease program provided money to purchase airplanes and build
               six airbases. Trujillo established a civilian airline named Compañia Dominicana de
               Aviación (Dominican Aviation Company) in 1944, which operated until 1999. In 1948,
               the Aviación Militar Dominicana (Dominican Military Aviation) became an independent
               branch of the military, with 140 warplanes. In 1953, the regime inaugurated Presidente
               Trujillo Airbase, located on the site of a marine airfield 25 km (16 mi.) outside
               the capital, where in February 1954, a U.S. Air Force flying team broke the sonic
               barrier over the country for the first time. The Dominican air force acquired its
               own jet aircraft and heavy bombers, legally and illegally, from the United States,
               Sweden, and elsewhere, using them to destroy the exile invasion attempts of June 1959. In December 1959, Pan Am opened the modern Presidente
               Trujillo Airport, allowing the first jet passenger airplanes to land in the country.
               
            

            
            At the time of Trujillo’s death, the air force had 200 planes, and was the most powerful
               and privileged branch of the omnipotent military apparatus of the state, but it split
               in disagreement over the course of subsequent events. Dissident members of the air
               force triggered the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965, while other members, those stationed at Presidente Trujillo Airbase,
               renamed San Isidro Airbase, played a key role in thwarting them. They accomplished
               that through bombing the National Palace and other targets in Santo Domingo, and in facilitating the U.S. invasion and occupation
               dubbed Operation Power Pack, using San Isidro as the principal landing zone. The base is still the main facility
               for the air force, which shares the facility with the army. 
            

            
            Presidente Trujillo Airport was renamed Las Américas International Airport after Trujillo’s
               death, and upgraded for greater capacity by Joaquín Balaguer in the 1970s. Ironically renamed in honor of Balaguer’s archrival, José Francisco Peña Gómez, when it was enhanced again 30 years later, it is the second-busiest airport in the
               country, handling 3.1 million passengers annually. The largest airport serves the
               resort zone of Punta Cana, built in 1984 and vastly expanded with a second terminal in 2014, allowing 5.8 million
               visitors a year, which is 60 percent of all air arrivals in the country. The third
               busiest, with 1.2 million passengers yearly, is the Cibao International Airport serving Santiago, which opened in 1978. The Gregorio Luperón International Airport, near the tourism zones of Playa Dorada and Puerto Plata, was built in 1979, and now accommodates some 760,000 travelers. There are also international
               airports at La Romana, Samaná, and Barahona, the latter named for María Montez.
            

            
            The worst aviation disaster for Dominicans took place in New York on 12 November 2001, when American Airlines Flight 587 en route to Santo Domingo
               crashed in the Queens neighborhood of Belle Harbor shortly after takeoff from Kennedy
               Airport, killing 260 people on board and five on the ground. Ninety percent of the
               victims were Dominican   Americans, most of them living in the Washington Heights neighborhood of New York. A memorial
               at the site of the accident opened in 2006, designed by Freddy Rodríguez, a leading
               figure in modern Dominican art.
            

         

         
         	AZUA

         
         	
            The city of Azua de Compostela is the capital of Azua province and is located on the south coast of the country 100 km (63 mi.) west of Santo Domingo. The city of Azua was founded in 1504 by Diego Velázquez de Cuellar, who went on
               to lead the conquest of Cuba. It was destroyed by an earthquake in 1751. Today it has a population of 130,000. The province of Azua was one of the
               original four provinces established at the time of the War of Dominican Independence in 1844. Now it is home to nearly 300,000 residents. Most of the territory of the
               province, which has an area of more than 2,500 sq. km (1,240 sq. mi.), is coastal
               plain along the Bay of Ocoa, but the northern region is in the mountains of the Cordillera Central, its highest point being Monte Basú at 1,340 m (4,434 ft.).
               It is mainly an arid region, irrigated by the Yaque del Sur in the west, the only
               significant river in the province. Its economy is based on agriculture, with plantains its principal crop, but there is also a zona franca (free trade zone) in the port city of Azua, which manufactures products for export.
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         	BACHATA

         
         	
            A traditional style of music akin to a sort of Dominican bluegrass, it burst on the international scene in the
               1990s and now is one of the dominant musical forms on Latin American airwaves. The
               word bachata originally meant an all-night party in the countryside, with dancing to guitar music.
               As a result of the migration of rural Dominicans to the city of Santo Domingo in the 1960s, bachata became associated with the music itself. In addition to the guitar, traditional bachata featured drums and passionate vocals, with lyrics that singers used to extemporize
               across a wide range of subjects, from politics to love. Today, the lyrics are mainly
               about love. The first scholarly description of bachata music is that of Julio Arzeno in his Del folklore musical dominicano (Concerning Dominican Musical Folklore) in 1927. Bachata’s introduction to a wider audience came with Juan Luis Guerra’s album Bachata Rosa (1991), which had success in Japan, Brazil, and the Netherlands, as well as the United States. 
            

         

         
         	BÁEZ, BUENAVENTURA (1812–1884)

         
         	
            One of the dominant political figures of the 19th century, along with his bitter rival
               for power Pedro Santana, he served as president five different times from 1849 to 1878. He established one of the two dominant political parties of the late 19th century, the Red Party or Rojos (Reds), which contended with the
               Blue Party or Azules (Blues), led by Gregorio Luperón. Báez ruled ruthlessly, often assassinating enemies, and sought to enrich himself
               through public office. His more admirable accomplishments include establishing the
               first secondary school in the country. But “the Caudillo of the South” is best known for his attempts to annex the Dominican Republic to France and the United States.
            

            
             Báez, the grandson of author Antonio Sán chez Valverde, was born in Cabral, in Barahona province, to a wealthy merchant father and an enslaved woman of color. He went to
               Europe to be educated. He returned to his father’s hometown of Azua, where in 1843 he became the representative for the town in the government of Haiti. He then became a leader in the 1844 War of Dominican Independence. He went on a diplomatic mission to France in 1846, in an unsuccessful attempt to
               negotiate protectorate status for the vulnerable new nation, which Haiti invaded again
               in 1848. Báez became the fourth president in 1849, leaving office four years later. During his first term, in league with expansionists
               such as William and Jane Cazneau, he offered annexation of the country to the United States, and again sought a protectorate from Napoleon III of France. He regained the presidency
               in 1856, lost it again the following year in a coup, and after raiding the national
               treasury, went into comfortable exile in Spain. Báez opposed the recolonization of the Dominican Republic by Spain in 1861, mainly
               because Santana supported it, but he nonetheless attempted unsuccessfully to gain
               a commission in the Spanish army. He did not return to his native land until the Restoration War ended, briefly resuming the presidency in December 1865, before being ousted in another
               coup in May 1866. His longest term in office, which began in 1868, coincided with
               his most vigorous efforts to bring about annexation to the United States, which the
               administration of Ulysses S. Grant supported. A treaty to bring it about failed in
               the U.S. Senate in 1871. Báez went into exile in Puerto Rico in 1874, but returned
               for a final period in office in 1876, only to be unseated once again by a coup in
               1878, sending him back to Puerto Rico, where he died. His remains were repatriated
               for internment in the cathedral in Santo Domingo in 1914, during the brief presidency of his son, Ramón Báez. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

         

         
         	BÁEZ, MAURICIO (1910–1950)

         
         	
            A labor leader in the sugar industry during the regime of Rafael Trujillo and the major figure in the Strike of 1946, he disappeared while living as an exile in Cuba in 1950, one of numerous victims of the regime to be murdered abroad. Born
               in the province of San   Cristóbal, Báez was the son of sugarcane cutters, and a cane-cutter himself. He became active
               in labor organization in the early 1940s and was elected president of the Provincial
               Federation of Labor of San Pedro de Macorís. He led the Strike of 1946, which began on 7 January among sugar workers in the east,
               then spread to other parts of the country and sectors of the economy. The strike ended
               in San Pedro after eight days, but Báez convinced workers around La Romana to hold out for nearly three weeks. Fear that Trujillo would intervene with the military ended the walkout, and Báez fled to Cuba. He soon returned, lured back when Trujillo
               announced he would permit labor unions and opposition political parties to form and
               operate, and invited exiles to come back to take part, during the so-called Interlude
               of Tolerance. Báez came back and founded the Partido Socialista Popular (Popular Socialist
               Party) in August 1946. The respite from repression ended in 1947, when Trujillo again
               clamped down on opposition to his rule, prompting Báez to return to Cuba, where he
               joined many of his compatriots in exile. Báez was part of a group that planned an
               invasion to topple Trujillo, but the dictator protested their activities to the Cuban
               government, which disbanded their training base on the island of Cayo Confites in
               September 1947. Báez continued to be active in the Dominican exile community in Cuba
               for the next three years, making anti-Trujillo broadcasts directed at the Dominican
               Republic, which infuriated the dictator. Báez was kidnapped from in front of his apartment
               in Havana on 8 December 1950, and not seen again. His disappearance foreshadowed that
               of Jesús de Galíndez, who met a similar fate, kidnapped from New York in May 1956, never to be seen again. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	BÁEZ, RAMÓN (1858–1929)

         
         	
            The son of Buenaventura Báez, he served as provisional president from late August 1914 until early December 1914. A medical doctor by profession,
               he allied himself politically with Horacio Vásquez, in whose administrations he served.
            

         

         
         	BAHORUCO

         
         	
            An inland province in the arid southwest region. The region was part of Jaragua, which was ruled by the famous Taíno queen Anacaona. After the invasion of Hispaniola by Spain, the best-known native resistance fighter, Enriquillo, led a successful revolt there in the early 1530s. The rugged terrain later became
               the haven for maroons who escaped slavery, with the most durable of their communities, Le Maniel, located there from the mid-18th century to the early part of the 19th century. The
               capital city of Neiba was founded in 1735, and by 1790 had a population of 2,000,
               which was large for the time, but now only about 53,000 live there. Bahoruco Province
               was separated from the province of Barahona, which it borders to the east, along the Yaque del Sur river, in 1943, during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. It also adjoins the provinces of Azua to the east; San Juan in the mountains in the north called the Sierra de Neiba; and Independencia, with which it shares Lago Enriquillo in the west. The saltwater lake has been expanding in area in recent years, inundating
               some of the only arable soil in the province. Most of the province’s area of 1,282
               sq. km (797 sq. mi.) has saline soil that is poor for agriculture. Nevertheless, the economy of Bahoruco depends on the cultivation of familiar foods such as plantains, beans, yucca, and corn, as well as some cattle and goat ranching.
            

         

         
         	BALAGUER, JOAQUÍN (1906–2002)

         
         	
            One of the dominant figures of 20th-century Dominican history, he was the principal
               intellectual enabler of the 31-year dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, and held the position of president himself for 23 years in three different periods in office, during a career that spanned
               seven decades. In addition to being a deeply influential political figure, Balaguer
               holds a prominent place in the nation’s literature as a poet, essayist, novelist, lyricist, memoirist, and historian.
            

            
             Balaguer was born in Navarrete, now known as Villa Bisonó, 25 km (16 mi.) from Santiago. His father was from Puerto Rico, and his mother was a cousin of the 19th-century
               dictator Lilís Heureaux. A precocious intellect, he won a national award for his poem “Yo” (I) when he was
               still a teenager. He studied law at the Universid ad Autónoma de Santo Domingo  and went to Paris for a period of study at the Sorbonne. He held a wide variety of
               positions in the government of Rafael Trujillo from its inception in 1930, beginning with an appointment to the Court of Properties,
               then a three-year diplomatic posting to Madrid, Spain. He returned in 1936 to be appointed undersecretary of state for the presidency,
               moving from there to be undersecretary of foreign relations in 1937, at the time of
               the Haitian Massacre, rising to become secretary in the midst of the international controversy that followed.
               He functioned in that role as the major apologist for the slaughter in the foreign
               press. Balaguer spent the 1940s in a series of ambassadorial posts in Colombia, Ecuador,
               and Mexico, and in 1949 returned to fill the position of secretary of education, remaining
               in that post until 1953, when he resumed being secretary of foreign relations. In
               1957, Trujillo chose Balaguer as the candidate for vice president on a ticket with
               his brother Héctor Trujillo, the incumbent puppet president. The dictator forced his brother to resign in 1960,
               under pressure from the Organization of American States (OAS) and the United States to reform his regime, making Balaguer the titular president, with no real power.
               Trujillo’s assassination in May 1961 put Balaguer into an untenable position. On one
               side were members of the dictator’s family who wanted to maintain control: Trujillo’s
               son Ramfis Trujillo and his brothers, the “Wicked Uncles.” On the other side were Dominicans who demanded reform, especially those who allied
               with the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD, Dominican Revolutionary Party), the OAS (which had imposed economic sanctions
               on the country before Trujillo’s death), and the administration of John F. Kennedy
               in the United States. Balaguer managed to stay in office for the rest of 1961, pledging
               his support for a coalition government, as demanded by the coalition of moderates
               called the Union Cívica Nacional (UCN, National Civic Union), and becoming a member of the resulting seven-member
               Council of State when it came into being in January 1962. By then, all three Trujillos—son
               and uncles—had been pressured to leave the country and the OAS had lifted its sanctions,
               but popular protests and unrest continued, forcing Balaguer to resign on 16 January
               1962. He went into exile in Puerto Rico, from where he cultivated contacts in the United States, such as Thomas
               Mann, chief Latin American advisor to President Lyndon B. Johnson. When the Constitutionalist Revolt broke out in April 1965, leading to a U.S. invasion of Santo Domingo and beginning an OAS occupation called Operation Power Pack, Mann endorsed restoring Balaguer to power as a way to restore order and prevent
               another revolution like that of Fidel Castro in Cuba. As a result, Balaguer returned
               from exile to head the Partido Reformista in 1966, as the occupation drew to a close, and he won the presidential election
               that year over Juan Bosch. 
            

            
            The term Los Doce Años   de Balaguer (the Twelve Years of Balaguer) refers to the period from 1966 to 1978, which was like a less-intense
               version of the Trujillo regime. Balaguer imposed law and order through authoritarian
               means, rather than the imposition of a totalitarian system; he undertook significant
               public works, but not grandiose spectacles; and he cultivated the adoration of his
               followers, without forming a cult of personality. During the Twelve Years, the economy was buoyed by record prices for sugar, which financed the extensive public works projects that took place. But the Twelve
               Years nonetheless constituted a military dirty war, one of the least publicized of the many such conflicts in Latin America
               at the time, killing approximately 5,000 people and committing countless human rights violations. The best-known victims are Orlando Martínez and Francisco Caamaño Deño. Balaguer gained reelection in 1970 against fragmented opposition, which divided
               between Bosch and José Francisco Peña Gómez, and won again in 1974 when the opposition boycotted the election in protest of unfair
               changes in electoral rules and the physical intimidation and violence employed by
               Balaguer’s supporters. In 1978, when polling ran against him, Balaguer halted the
               vote count, but under international pressure, especially from U.S. president Jimmy
               Carter, he allowed the election to proceed, and ended up losing to the candidate of
               the PRD, Antonio Guzmán. He merged his Reformist Party with the Partido Revolucionario Social Cristiano (Revolutionary Social Christian Party) to form the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC, Reformist Social Christian Party) in 1980, but lost the 1982 poll to Salvador Jorge Blanco. He returned to the presidency in 1986, at the age of 80 and with failing eyesight,
               helped by a PRD split, and voted in by an electorate weary of an austerity program
               and nostalgic for the prosperity and order of the Twelve Years. He remained in office
               for a decade, reprising his previous emphasis on public works, repeating his underhanded
               electoral practices that had maintained him in office, but eschewing the military
               repression that sullied the Twelve Years. He became increasingly blind but remained
               entirely lucid, earning the sobriquet “El Caudillo Ciego” (The Blind Caudillo). The most visible effort of his last period in office
               was construction of the Faro a Colón in 1992 to commemorate the quincentennial of the arrival of Christopher Columbus, part of a major government push to clean up Santo Domingo and attract tourism. The principal victims of PRSC tactics again were Peña Gómez, who lost the election
               of 1990 due to vicious innuendo regarding his Haitian ancestry and voter registration fraud, and Bosch, who lost the highly suspect election
               of 1994. The domestic and international uproar following that tainted result led to
               the Pact for Democracy, which provided for a special election in 1996, which Balaguer was not allowed to
               contest. Despite being forced to step down, he was a force in that election, using
               his support, together with his old nemesis Bosch, to bring about the election of Leonel Fernández of the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD, Dominican Liberation Party). Balaguer was instrumental again in the election
               of 2000, when he ran again at 90 years of age, gaining 23 percent of the vote. He
               averted a potentially violent runoff election by issuing a public statement favoring
               the accession to office of Hipólito Mejía of the PRD, over Danilo Medina of the PLD. Balaguer died of heart failure two years later.
            

         

         
         	BANANAS

         
         	
            Called guineos, they are an important food crop but are not extensively cultivated for export, as
               they are in many Caribbean and Central American countries. United Fruit Company attempted
               to establish a commercial banana plantation at Sosua, but the project failed. They are considered to be in the same category as plantains. 
            

            
            See ; .
            

         

         
         	BANDO DEL BUEN GOBIERNO

         
         	
            The “Edict of Good Government,” issued in 1814, was one of the main causes of friction
               between Spain and the colony of Santo Domingo during the period known as España Boba (Stupid Spain), which began when Spain regained control of the eastern two-thirds
               of Hispaniola from France in 1809, after the War of the Spanish Reconquest. After King Ferdinand VII abrogated the Spanish constitution in 1814, giving greater
               power to colonial administrators, the captain-general of Santo Domingo, Carlos de
               Urrutia y Montoya (1751–1825), clamped down on Dominican society with the edict, which
               listed dozens of new legal regulations that citizens had to obey. The laws banned
               many common practices, such as late hours for stores; wearing cloaks or disguises;
               dancing in the street without official permission; dancing lessons at night behind
               closed doors involving both sexes; playing musical instruments and singing outdoors
               after 10 p.m.; parties after 1 a.m.; allowing animals to roam in the streets; cutting
               tree branches to decorate for festivals; begging by children; prostitution; gambling
               by married women, enslaved people, and the sons of respectable families; cantinas
               serving vagrants and suspicious persons; and swearing, among many other activities.
               Violators incurred heavy fines or prison sentences, depending on their social class.
               The tensions exacerbated by the Bando contributed to the declaration of Dominican
               independence from Spain in 1821.
            

         

         
         	BANÍ

         
         	
            Coastal city located 65 km (40 mi.) west of Santo Domingo that is the capital of Peravia Province. Baní is said to have been a Taíno word meaning either “abundant water” or “black,” and it was the name of a local cacique. Luis Joseph Peguero, the first Dominican author, founded the town in 1764, and it has become known for
               being the home of poets. It has a population of 260,000, and is the center of an area
               noted for producing mangoes. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	BANINTER

         
         	
            Banco Intercontinental, known as BANINTER, was founded in 1986 and became one of the
               largest banks in the country. Its failure in April 2003 left a debt of $2.2 billion,
               equaling nearly 15 percent of the GNP. The BANINTER scandal rocked the country’s financial
               sector, which has been slow to recover until recent years.
            

         

         
         	BANKING

         
         	
            The Dominican experience with banks, both foreign and domestic, has been largely traumatic.
               The earliest forays into international finance in the late 19th century proved disastrous
               for the country, leading to a loss of national sovereignty in the early 20th century.
               During the first few decades after the War of Dominican Independence from Haiti in 1844, the country printed currency that was backed by deposits in banks abroad,
               mostly in St. Thomas in the Danish Virgin Islands. The rival caudillos who alternated as president during that period, Pedro Santana and Buenaventura Báez, both manipulated the currency to suit their political aims, putting more and more
               currency into circulation without sufficient reserves, which provoked recurring monetary
               crises in the 1850s and 1860s. Báez granted concessions to the New York firm of Price and Hollester to establish the first banking institution in the country,
               the Banco Nacional de Santo Domingo (National Bank of Santo Domingo), in July 1869, but the bank collapsed nine months
               later. Also in 1869, Báez negotiated a loan of approximately 420,000 pounds sterling
               from an English financier named Edward Hartmont, agreeing to extortionate terms: 6
               percent interest annually for 25 years, a 5 percent commission for Hartmont, and mortgages
               on the nation’s Customs receipts and many natural resources, including coal, timber,
               and guano. Hartmont authorized a London bank to issue bonds totaling almost twice
               the amount called for in the contract Báez signed, while producing only 38,000 pounds
               in cash in the short term. While that sum was sufficient to maintain Báez in power,
               what became known as “the Hartmont loan” saddled the country with an untenable foreign
               debt. In order to service the debt, Ulises Heureaux, the dictator who dominated the late 19th century, contracted another large loan in 1888, this
               time from Westendorp and Company of Amsterdam. It called for 770,000 pounds at 6 percent over 30 years, to be spent
               in retiring part of the Hartmont Loan, paying some of the internal debt that Heureaux
               inherited, financing the military, and building warships for the navy. The Westendorp loan was the first in a series of deals Heureaux made with foreign
               banks, which ruined the economy and led to even deeper financial entanglements. The agreement authorized financial
               representatives of the Westendorp firm to collect Customs payments in Dominican ports,
               deducting 30 percent to service the loan, and turning over the balance to the government.
               But the amount of revenue from imports that Westendorp officials were able to collect
               at the Customs houses was insufficient to pay interest to the company’s shareholders,
               as smugglers found ways to evade the tariffs. By 1892, when Heureaux took out another
               loan from Westendorp, the company was facing bankruptcy. It sold its Dominican interests
               to a group of well-connected investors in the United States, who formed the San Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC) to profit from the investment. Heureaux approved the transfer in 1893, on the
               condition that the SDIC issue two more enormous loans totaling near $10 million, ballooning
               the Dominican foreign debt to several times the size of the annual government budget.
               Known as El Impruven (the Improvement) in Dominican slang, the SDIC came to dominate
               the nation’s financial sector.
            

            
            In the meantime, the first private bank in Dominican history, the Banco Comercial
               de Santo Domingo (Commercial Bank of Santo Domingo), had come and gone. Founded in
               1886 by French immigrant Isidro Mendel and the Dominican merchants David Cohen, Julián
               de la Rocha, and Eugenio de Marchena, it was unable to muster sufficient deposits
               to operate, and closed in 1888. In its wake came the juntas de crédito (credit associations), operated by groups of merchants, that served the same function
               as private commercial banks and that loaned money to the national government, adding
               to its crushing debt.
            

            
            In 1889, around the same time that Westendorp established itself in the country, a
               group of French investors connected with the bank Crédit Mobilier founded a second
               National Bank of Santo Domingo. Heureaux’s financial agent, Generoso de Marchena,
               became an officer of the bank, which planned a new bond release in Europe to raise
               funds to lease Samaná Bay, a move that would counteract the growing influence of the United States. Heureaux
               had cultivated that influence, however, so the National Bank soon found itself in
               disfavor with him, especially after de Marchena announced he would run for president
               in 1892. Heureaux defeated de Marchena in a tainted election, then forced the National
               Bank to cease operations in February 1893, allowing the SDIC to take over its operations.
               This action ruptured all business ties with French interests and provoked France to dispatch warships to Dominican waters to collect damages, which Heureaux was forced
               to pay in 1895. Also in 1895, the dictator allowed the SDIC to form two subsidiaries,
               the San Domingo Finance Company and the San Domingo Railways Company, granting concessions
               and commissions to finance and build a railroad through the Cibao from Santiago to the port of Sánchez on Samaná Bay. The expensive project mired the country even
               deeper in an exploitative relationship with foreign capital.
            

            
            When Heureaux was assassinated in 1899, the country owed nearly $24 million to foreign
               creditors in Europe and the United States, and more than $10 million to domestic creditors
               in the juntas de crédito and the sugar industry (which had been forced to lend money to the government after the credit
               associations ran out of liquid assets). This debt dwarfed the $2 million in annual
               revenues collected by SDIC representatives in the nation’s Customs houses. Amidst
               the political instability prevailing after Heureaux’s death, his successors negotiated
               a debt resettlement plan with the SDIC, but the terms were unacceptable to bondholders
               in Europe, prompting the governments of Belgium, Germany, and Italy to dispatch warships
               to the Dominican Republic in 1900 and again in 1904. The terms were also rejected
               by the U.S. government, which supported the claims put forth by the powerful lobbyists
               for the SDIC. The threat of European intervention motivated President Theodore Roosevelt
               to assert control of the situation, forestalling further naval incursions that he
               found contrary to the Monroe Doctrine, and guaranteeing repayment for foreign holders
               of Dominican bonds. The Modus Vivendi that the Roosevelt administration negotiated
               with the government of Carlos Morales Languasco in 1905 authorized the United States to assume control of the country’s external
               finances through the U.S. Receivership of Dominican Customs. The Customs Receivership would collect all revenues, apply 55 percent of them to service the debt, and remit
               the balance to the Dominican government to fund the domestic budget. Under the terms
               of the Modus Vivendi, the receivership would deposit $100,000 every month in the National
               City Bank of New York, which opened a branch in Santo Domingo. The Roosevelt administration’s
               financial expert Jacob Hollander, commissioned to investigate the situation, found
               that unjustified claims constituted half of the estimated $40 million in national
               debt, leading to an agreement cutting the sum to $20 million, and authorizing a loan
               in that amount from the New York bank of Kuhn, Loeb and Company. The loan came through
               in September 1906, allowing the country to pay off $17 million in public debt in 1907.
               The loan was to be repaid through Customs receipts, which had increased since the
               inception of the receivership. The Modus Vivendi arrangement and the Kuhn, Loeb loan
               structure both were formalized by the Dominican American Convention of 1907. 
            

            
            The daily operations of the Customs Receivership inevitably resulted in conflict,
               because the organization found it necessary to deploy a Frontier Customs Service to
               police against smuggling across the border with Haiti, and a Revenue Cutter Service
               to combat smuggling at sea. The frontier guard got into firefights with bands of smugglers
               who enjoyed local support, and the vessels of the revenue fleet were frequently appropriated
               for use by the government to fight rebels, leading to casualties among U.S. officials
               and their Dominican employees. In a sweeping effort to impose order, President Woodrow
               Wilson mandated the Wilson Plan, and when that failed, he ordered an invasion in 1916, beginning the U.S. Marine occupation, which lasted until 1924. The occupation brought manifold changes to the country,
               introducing the U.S. dollar as the legal tender, and allowing the Dominican debt to
               skyrocket through new loans contracted with banks in the United States. The U.S. military
               government arranged the first loan, for $1.8 million, in 1918, mainly for highway
               construction. When the expenses of the occupation drove the national debt back up
               to $15 million, the military government contracted a $22 million loan in 1922. Under
               the terms of the Hughes–Peynado Agreement that ended the U.S. Marine occupation, the receivership remained in place as the vehicle
               for loan repayment, with $100,000 deposits continuing to be made every month in the
               Santo Domingo branch of National City Bank, while new loans had to be approved by
               the U.S. State Department. Such permission was granted in 1926 to the government of
               Horacio Vásquez to take out the largest loan yet, $25 million from U.S. banks, backed by bonds sold
               to foreign investors. The onset of the Great Depression compromised the nation’s ability
               to service its debt, which stood at $16 million when Rafael Trujillo came to power in 1930. He agitated for debt relief for the next decade, while the
               U.S. Customs Receivership, an institution at odds with President Franklin Roosevelt’s
               noninterventionist Good Neighbor Policy, continued in operation. The dictator signed
               the Hull–Trujillo Treaty with Secretary of State Cordell Hull in Washington, D.C., in September 1940, ending
               the long life of the receivership upon ratification in February 1941. Trujillo then
               arranged to buy the National City Bank’s Dominican branch, transforming it into the
               Banco de Reservas de la República Dominicana (Reserve Bank of the Dominican Republic)
               the same year. In 1947, Trujillo retired the external debt and created the Central
               Bank, which put a new Dominican peso into circulation, supplanting the U.S. dollar
               after 30 years as the national currency. Thereafter, Trujillo himself came to dominate
               the banking sector, beginning with the Banco Agrícola, founded in 1945, then mainly
               through his wife, María Martínez, whose small bank, the Caja de Ahorros de Obreros
               (Workers’ Savings Bank), established in 1947, grew exponentially with the coerced
               deposits of government employees, especially members of the military.
            

            
            In 1962, the year after Trujillo’s assassination, the government’s Junta Monetaria
               (Monetary Board) approved two foreign banks to operate in the country: National City
               Bank, making its return after a 21-year absence, and Chase Manhattan Bank. Also receiving
               government authorization, the Banco Popular Dominicano (Dominican People’s Bank) opened
               in 1963, with capital from Puerto Rico flowing through it into development projects.
               The Ley General de Bancos passed on 14 April 1965, just two weeks before the Constitutionalist Revolt broke out in Santo Domingo, created the office of the Superintendent of Banks.
            

            
            A great many new banks came into existence during the Twelve Years period of rule by Joaquín Balaguer, including the Banco de Trabajadores (Workers’ Bank) in 1972, the Bank of Santo Domingo,
               and the Dominican Condal Bank, backed by Catalonian funding traceable to Trujillo’s
               widow, in 1973, and the Banco Comercial Hipotecario (Commercial Mortgage Bank) in
               1974. The proliferation of banks continued during the administrations of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) presidents from 1976 to 1986, including the Banco del Comercio Dominicano (Dominican
               Bank of Commerce) in 1979, the Banco Nacional de Crédito (National Credit Bank) in
               1980, and several new development banks. But many banking establishments had to shut
               down during the financial crises triggered by falling sugar prices and that plagued Presidents Antonio Guzmán and Salvador Jorge Blanco, when the complete disarray in the Dominican financial sector led to draconian measures
               to be imposed by the International Monetary Fund.
            

            
            Upon his return to power in 1986, Joaquín Balaguer established dictatorial control
               of the economy through the Central Bank, which issued some 80 new, restrictive regulations
               during his first year back in office. The bank also manipulated monetary policy, nearly
               doubling the money supply in that first year, and mandating that exporters deposit
               their dollar revenues at an artificially low exchange rate against the rapidly devalued
               peso. These tactics became even more aggressive in the next four years, reaching a
               peak in 1990, when the secret police cooperated with the Central Bank to harass businessmen
               suspected of hiding U.S. dollars, forcing them to open safe deposit boxes, among other
               measures. Eight commercial banks collapsed in 1989 and 1990, forced to close by the
               Central Bank’s policies or through their own mismanagement. Panic ensued, with inflation
               reaching 100 percent, the highest level in the 20th century.
            

            
            The Ley Monetaria y Financiera (Monetary and Financial Law) of November 2002 regulated
               the different kinds of banking establishments, both public and private, in all areas
               of financial activity: commercial services, savings, loans, development banks, and
               credit unions. The weakness of the effort was revealed in April 2003 by the disastrous
               collapse of Banco Intercontinental, known as BANINTER, which had been founded in 1986 and was one of the largest banks in the country.
               Its failure left a debt of $2.2 billion, equaling nearly 15 percent of the GNP. The
               BANINTER scandal rocked the country’s financial sector, which was slow to recover.
            

            
            Presently, in addition to the Central Bank, there is one government-owned bank, called
               BanReservas, chartered in 2001; 10 commercial banks; four foreign-owned banks; 27
               savings and credit banks; and 14 savings and loan associations.
            

         

         
         	BARAHONA

         
         	
            The name of a large peninsula in the southwest part of the country, a province located
               on the peninsula, and the capital city of the province. The city of Santa Cruz de Barahona was established at the direction of Toussaint Louverture in 1802 to engage in fishing and lumbering. The area around the town, close to the
               border with Haiti, was an important military district after the Restoration War. The city of Barahona now has a population of approximately 138,000. The province
               of Barahona, created in 1881, has an area of 1,740 sq. km (1,081 sq. mi.) and a population
               of approximately 140,000. High-quality coffee is grown in eastern Barahona Province, which has an economy based on agriculture. The city of Barahona was the birthplace of the actress María Montez, for whom the regional airport is named.
            

         

         
         	BARÓN, JUAN (? –1805)

         
         	
            A military leader of African lineage, he opposed invasions from Haiti in 1802 and 1805. His early life is unknown, but by 1801 he was a colonel in command
               of the Spanish garrison in Santo Domingo. In January of that year, Toussaint Louverture, leader of the Haitian Revolution, invaded the colony to fulfill the terms of the
               1795 Peace of Basel, in which Spain had ceded it to France, and abolished slavery, freeing some 25,000 people. Barón feigned cooperation with the Haitians but organized
               a conspiracy to assault the weakly guarded fortifications. In February 1802, French general François-Marie Kerverseau arrived offshore at Santo
               Domingo with two warships carrying 2,000 men. Kerverseau plotted with Barón to coordinate
               their efforts, with the Dominicans attacking first, permitting the French force to
               come ashore. The assault began on the night of 9 February 1802, and at first it succeeded,
               but rough seas prevented the French from landing. Barón withdrew, then returned with
               an army of 1,300 rallied from the eastern region around Higüey and El Seibo, allowing Kerverseau to occupy Santo Domingo and decree the resumption of slavery.
               The French invasion had initial success, capturing Louverture, but the Haitians, led
               by Jean-Jacques Dessalines, continued fighting, and helped by yellow fever, they defeated the French. Dessalines
               proclaimed the Republic of Haiti on 1 January 1804, but French General Jean-Louis
               Ferrand, who controlled the eastern portion of the island, held out. In January 1805,
               Ferrand began to permit slave hunters to cross into Haiti to capture children under
               14 years of age, which prompted Dessalines to invade the region in February 1805.
               Juan Barón’s Dominican militia combined with the French regular troops to form a Franco-Dominican
               army of 2,000 men to defend against the Haitian army of 21,000, which laid siege to
               Santo Domingo in mid-March. Barón directed a determined defense for two weeks, then
               early on 28 March 1805, his forces tried unsuccessfully to break the siege, and he
               was killed. The next day, six French warships arrived and lifted the siege, and the
               Haitian army retreated, leaving a wake of bloody destruction. Barón is a contradictory
               figure in Dominican history, because he was a free man of color who fought against
               Haiti, which abolished slavery, and for the French, who reinstated it. Nonetheless,
               in 2008, an area named Plaza Juan Barón opened along the Malecón in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	BASEBALL

         
         	
            The most popular sport in the country, it narrowly surpasses the much older enthusiasm for cockfighting. Exhibition players and immigrants from Cuba brought the sport to the country in
               the 1870s. The Cuban brothers Ignacio and Ubaldo Alomá organized the first two baseball
               clubs in Santo Domingo in 1891, and Cuban doctor Samuel Mendoz y Ponce de León established the second two
               in La Vega in 1893. Both sets of teams were known as “Los Azules” and “Los Rojos” (The Blues
               and the Reds), and all of them included a mix of Cubans and Dominicans. Many more
               club teams followed, formed by schools, sports associations, and Cuban expatriates,
               the most famous of which was El Club Licey, organized in the capital in 1907, and
               named for a river in the Cibao. Licey assumed the nickname of the Blues, and then became known as the Tigers for
               their striped uniforms, on the way to its status as the nation’s most celebrated sports
               institution. Licey has won 21 Dominican national championships and 10 Caribbean Series
               titles. Baseball proliferated during the U.S. Marine occupation, when Licey’s archrival, Los Leones del Escogido (The Lions of the Chosen One), took
               shape in 1921. Known as the Reds, the squad comprised the best players from Licey’s
               three main competitors, the teams called San Carlos, Delco-Light, and Los Muchachos
               (The Boys). The rivalry between Licey and Escogido, which has won the national crown
               16 times and the Caribbean Series four times, continues to be intense. At the same
               time, the first team from Santiago came into being, which faced Licey in a series of games played in Santiago in 1921.
               In 1937, the Aguilas Cibaoeños (Cibao Eagles) team came together in Santiago, and
               went on to become another powerful organization, with 20 national titles and five
               Caribbean Series championships to its credit.
            

            
            Another hotbed of early enthusiasm for baseball was the eastern sugar-growing region, where English-speaking West Indian immigrants called cocolos  introduced cricket, and their sons made the transition to baseball. The rapid expansion
               of the sugar industry brought with it the broader popularity of the sport, and the
               many talented players who doubled as sugar workers raised the quality of play to a
               level rivaling that of any other country. The Estrellas del Este (Stars of the East)
               team was formed in 1910 in San Pedro de Macorís, which has since become famous for being the hometown of more professional baseball
               players than any city in the world. Nearby La Romana has also produced many pros. Although the San Pedro team has only won the Dominican
               League championship twice in its history, it is associated with the most famous player
               of the era, Juan Esteban “Tetelo” Vargas, who played from 1927 to 1954 in Cuba, Venezuela, and the Negro League in the United States, as well as the Dominican Republic, finishing his career with San Pedro. The Estrellas
               play their home games in Tetelo Vargas Stadium.
            

            
            In 1937, the dictator Rafael Trujillo melded Licey together with Escogido to form a team with the new name for Santo Domingo:
               Ciudad Trujillo. He offered salaries that attracted some of the most famous Negro
               League stars to the team’s roster, including future Hall of Famers Josh Gibson, Satchel
               Paige, and “Cool Papa” Bell, and the Ciudad Trujillo Dragones (Dragons) won the national
               tournament in its first try. But the Negro Leagues protested to the U.S. State Department
               about Trujillo’s recruitment of their best talent, which led to a diplomatic dispute
               and ended the practice. Trujillo seemingly lost interest in baseball thereafter, without
               a national tournament being held again for the next 14 years. In the interim, a national
               all-star team began competing annually in the Caribbean-wide championship in 1941.
               The entire team died in an airplane crash in 1948, but a replacement squad competed
               in their place, and in one of the great moments in Dominican baseball history, won
               the country’s first international title. In 1951, Trujillo organized the first professional
               league, the Liga de Beísbol Profesional de la República Dominicana (LIDOM), called
               the Dominican Winter League, with six teams. One of the heights of the Winter League’s
               history was the Torneo Reelección Presidente Trujillo (President Trujillo Reelection
               Tournament) in 1956–1957, played in the new stadium built for the Feria world’s fair, which the Tigres de Licey team won over the Estrellas del Este. Along
               with the professional teams, there were many semiprofessional and amateur teams playing
               in the 1950s, acting like minor leagues in the way they honed players’ skills for
               the next level. One of the best teams in the country was the air force team, which
               served as a conduit of talent for Escogido, including perhaps the greatest Dominican
               baseball player of all time, Juan Marichal, who was among the first Dominicans to break into the Major Leagues, and the first
               to be inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
            

            
            The business practices of Major League Baseball gradually reduced the professional
               leagues of Latin American countries to the status of minor leagues for the dominant
               North American organizations. Nonetheless, the Dominican League continued to attract
               many of the best Dominican Major Leaguers to return to participate in its winter season
               into the 1960s and 1970s. The Dominican League did not finish the 1961–1962 season,
               as chaos engulfed the country following the assassination of Trujillo, and with instability
               continuing for months, there was no season in 1962–1963. But the league resumed play
               for the next two years, until the Constitutionalist Revolt and the subsequent U.S. military intervention called Operation Power Pack in 1965 again forced the cancellation of the season. Resuming play in 1966, the league
               enjoyed its most successful decades from then until the 1980s, when its popularity
               and prosperity began to wane. In more recent decades, Major League contracts restrict
               players’ ability to continue playing in their home country. The Major Leaguer who
               best exemplified dedication to the Dominican League was Tony Peña, one of the best
               catchers in the history of the sport, and one of the most popular players ever in
               his home nation. Julio Franco, who played until the age of 50, was also widely admired
               for continuing his Winter League play.
            

            
            Beginning in the late 1970s, the Dominican Republic’s role as a talent pool for the
               Major Leagues increased in importance, with teams investing more resources in the
               country. The Toronto Blue Jays scout Epy Guerrero began the trend of spotting promising
               players at a very young age and bringing them to live at training camps established
               in the country, to develop their skills and nourish their bodies before signing them
               to professional contracts. The 1980s Blue Jays fielded winning lineups packed with
               Dominican stars, such as George Bell and Tony Fernández (who went to live at the Toronto
               training camp at the age of 11), reaching the World Series. One by one, the other
               teams followed Toronto’s example, and now all 30 Major League teams are operating
               youth training facilities in the country.
            

            
            The honor of being the first Dominican to play in the Major Leagues belongs to Osvaldo “Ozzie” Virgil, who debuted with the New York Giants in September 1956. In addition to Marichal,
               the other pioneering Dominicans in the Majors were the three Alou brothers, Manny Mota, and Rico Carty. Since 1956, approximately 550 Dominican baseball players
               have made it to the Major Leagues. Opening Day rosters in 2014 included 83 Dominicans,
               which equals 9.7 percent of the 853 players in the pool. In 2014, Pedro Martínez became the second Dominican player voted into the Hall of Fame, joining his idol
               Marichal. Among the other most accomplished Dominican Major Leaguers are César Cedeño,
               Sammy Sosa, Vladimir Guerrero, the unrelated Pedro Guerrero, and Adrián Beltré, who has accumulated
               the most career base hits of any Dominican, with 2,767, and is still active. 
            

            
            Today the Dominican League comprises six teams playing a season schedule of 50 games.
               They include the original four teams—the Santo Domingo Tigers of Licey, the Santo
               Domingo Lions of the Chosen One, the Santiago Cibao Eagles, and the San Pedro de Macorís
               Eastern Stars—and two newer teams, the La Romana Azucareros del Este (Sugarmen of the East), established in 1983, now renamed the
               Toros del Este (Bulls of the East), and the San Francisco de Macorís Gigantes del Cibao (Giants of the Cibao), founded in 1996, who won their first championship
               in 2015. 
            

            
            The national team of the Dominican Republic won the World Baseball Classic in 2013,
               going undefeated in eight games against Puerto Rico and the United States.
            

         

         
         	BASÍLICA CATEDRAL METROPOLITANA SANTA MARÍA DE LA ENCARNACIÓN

         
         	BASÍLICA CATEDRAL METROPOLITANA SANTA MARÍA
 
         
         	
            The oldest cathedral in the Americas and the seat of the Archdiocese of Santo Domingo. The original cathedral
               took shape between 1512 and 1540, in an amalgam of gothic, baroque, and Renaissance
               styles. Among its 14 chapels, the best known is the reputed former tomb of Christopher Columbus, whose remains supposedly reposed there until 1992, when they were relocated to the
               new Faro a Colón. 
            

            
            See .
            

         

         
         	BASKETBALL

         
         	
            An increasingly popular sport, it threatens to eclipse baseball as the leading diversion (and potential path to wealth and fame) for youth in a country
               experiencing increasing urbanization. The first internationally known Dominican basketball player was Felipe Lopez, who
               was born in Santiago and grew up in New York. He was featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated in 1994, before he turned 20 years old, when he played at St. John’s University,
               and was drafted in the first round of the National Basketball Association draft in
               1998, playing in the league until 2002, with three different teams. The Liga Nacional
               de Baloncesto (National Basketball League) was founded in 2005, and has eight teams,
               four of them in the North (Santiago, Puerto Plata, San Francisco de Macorís, and La Vega) and four in the South (La Romana and three franchises in the Santo Domingo metropolitan area).
            

         

         
         	BASORA, SANTIAGO

         
         	
            Captain of the African Battalion that was stationed in Santo Domingo during the Haitian occupation of 1822–1844. He was born in Africa, but his early life is unknown. On 27 February
               1844, when the War of Dominican Independence broke out at El Conde Gate, the African Battalion was garrisoned at a fort in the area known today as Villa
               Duarte, named for Juan Pablo Duarte, leader of the independence movement called the Trinitaria, along with Francisco del Rosario Sánchez and Ramón Mella. The leaders of the Trinitaria organization favored Spain, but this stance was problematic to Dominicans of color, because the Spanish continued
               slavery in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Suspicious that slavery would be reinstated after the restoration
               of Dominican independence, Afro-Dominicans did not immediately join forces with the
               Trinitaria independence movement. The day after the war broke out, Bastora led the
               African Battalion in a counterrevolt. Their uprising rallied the Afro-Dominican majority
               in the area, forcing the revolutionary government to negotiate with them. Needing
               the support of Basora’s powerful and strategically located battalion, the Trinitaria
               representatives assured them that slavery would not be revived. The talks culminated
               in the first law enacted by the new government, on 1 March 1844, which confirmed abolition.
               Another law against the slave trade followed on 17 July 1844, declaring that enslaved
               people would be freed upon arrival in the country. After receiving this legal guarantee,
               Basora and his African Battalion allied with the independence movement, mobilizing
               them for a military campaign against Haitian troops in the southern theater of the war, which resulted
               in a series of victories. Basora lost out in the subsequent struggle for leadership
               between the two rivals for the position of president: Manual Jimenes, whom he supported, and Pedro Santana, who emerged as the dominant caudillo and who forced Basora into exile in 1849. Basora’s life after that is obscure, other than the fact that that he repatriated
               to the Dominican Republic and died in Santo Domingo, but the year of his death is
               unknown.
            

         

         
         	BATEY

         
         	
            A residential area for workers on a sugar plantation. Older bateys resemble small towns, but in many cases, bateys comprise little more than clusters of shacks. Bateys are associated with immigrant laborers from the West Indies, called cocolos, and from Haiti. 
            

         

         
         	BAY OF ARROWS

         
         	
            The Golfo de Flechas is the location of the first armed clash between native people
               and Europeans in the New World, which took place near Samaná Bay on 13 January 1493. The Taíno people in the eastern area of Hispaniola, made vigilant against raids by the Carib, encountered a group of sailors sent ashore there by Christopher Columbus. A brief battle ensued that left several local people wounded. It gave Columbus a
               feeling of foreboding as he sailed back to Spain to complete his first voyage, and foreshadowed the carnage of the Spanish Conquest.
            

         

         
         	BEER

         
         	
            An essential beverage in the Dominican Republic, which is present at social gatherings
               of all sorts. The first brewery, owned by American Charles Wanzer, opened in Santo
               Domingo in 1935, brewing a product named Presidente to appease the president and dictator, Rafael Trujillo. The Presidente brand, acquired by international corporation AmBev in 2012, is still
               the dominant beer. Keeping beer at an ice-cold temperature, just short of freezing,
               is a kind of art form at bars and bodegas (small stores) across the country, but the
               frequent shortages in energy lead to blackouts that result in warm beer.
            

         

         
         	BILLINI, FRANCISCO XAVIER GREGORIO (1837–1896)

         
         	
            Influential cleric known as “the Friend of the Poor,” who ran a school and established
               many charitable institutions, including a hospital, an orphanage, a poorhouse, and
               a mental asylum. Billini set up the Dominican National Lottery, which became extremely
               popular, to fund these humanitarian projects. Billini was elected president through the influence of Ulises Heureaux in 1884, but resigned the following year. He is also an important figure in Dominican
               literature, having written the class novel  Baní, o Engracía y Antoñita (1892). His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	BLANCO, RAFAEL ENRIQUE (1907–1936)

         
         	
            An army deserter who became a symbol of resistance to the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. Blanco was born and raised on a small farm in the Cibao Valley, and joined the Dominican Army early in the Trujillo regime (1930–1961). Unlike
               Trujillo, who thrived as an enlistee during the U.S.  Marine occupation, Blanco rebelled against military discipline. He killed his sergeant and, taking his rifle with him, escaped into the
               mountains bordering his home region. A skilled marksman, he decimated the armed patrols sent
               after him, and he received support from the local peasants. Along with Desiderio Arias, Blanco was one of the few people who acted against Trujillo’s repression. Blanco
               eluded capture until 24 November 1936, when Dominican Army forces trapped him near
               the town of Moca, where he was killed or committed suicide. Blanco’s corpse was then taken from Moca
               to Santiago, where it was put on display in the public plaza to a large crowd. Government agents
               sacked and burned his family farm, and murdered several members of his family, including
               two of his brothers. After these reprisals, few signs of resistance to the Trujillo
               dictatorship remained on any level. The merengue star Wilfrido Vargas memorialized “the solitary insurrectionist” as he was called, in his 1978 song “Enrique
               Blanco.” 
            

         

         
         	BOBADILLA, TOMÁS (1785–1871)

         
         	
            An influential politician and writer, he was the first governor of the Dominican Republic
               after it declared its independence from Haiti. Bobadilla held a high position in the government during the Haitian occupation, but he joined the secret Trinitaria movement and then brought Pedro   Santana and his brother Ramón into the organization. He was among the drafters of the Declaration
               of Independence of 16 January 1844, and then took part in the uprising at El Conde Gate on 27 February. He became governor of the revolutionary government on 1 March,
               but his conservative views and his efforts to arrange a protectorate with France put him at odds with the leaders of the Trinitaria, who favored Juan Pablo Duarte as national leader. As a result, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez and Ramón Mella deposed Bobadilla in a coup on 9 July 1844. But Pedro Santana, the military leader of the ongoing War of Dominican Independence, led a countercoup, and took over as the first president. Bobadilla served under Santana until falling afoul of him in 1847, then went into
               exile. He returned in 1849, served several presidents as a judge and diplomat, and after
               the annexation to Spain, held the position of magistrate. After the Restoration War, Bobadilla was secretary of the interior and police and secretary of foreign relations
               during the presidency of José María Cabral, negotiating a treaty with Haiti in 1867. When Buenaventura Báez regained power in 1868, Bobadilla returned to exile, and died in Haiti in 1871.
            

         

         
         	BOCA CHICA

         
         	
            The beach resort that is closest to the capital city of Santo Domingo and the cradle of Dominican tourism development. Santo Domingo is lined by jagged, coral rock shores, which makes the
               lagoon-like setting of Boca Chica, 16 km (10 mi.) to the east, particularly attractive
               to city dwellers. The first beach club was established there by the late 1890s. In
               the early 1920s, during the U.S. Marine occupation, businessmen and government officials from the United States and Canada developed an expatriate enclave on beach property they purchased at Boca
               Chica. Such residential communities of well-to-do foreigners are now common along
               the sandy parts of the Dominican coastline. The Rafael Trujillo regime promoted Boca Chica as a tourist destination in the 1940s, constructing one
               of the first modern hotels in the country and promoting it alongside the nearby capital
               city in its 1950s publicity abroad. Most of the Trujillo-era infrastructure deteriorated
               during the turbulent 1960s, only to be replaced by a dense concentration of modest
               independent beachside amenities in the 1980s: bars, restaurants, hotels, beach chair
               service, and souvenir vending. By that time, Boca Chica had developed a reputation
               for prostitution and sex tourism that continues to the present, even as luxury resorts
               crowd out the free-for-all of entrepreneurial activity that gave rise to it. A container
               ship terminal and an electric energy generating plant, operating in the fragile environment of Boca Chica Bay in recent decades, threaten the long-term viability of the community.
            

         

         
         	BOCA NIGUA

         
         	
            The name of a sugar plantation that was the site of a slave revolt in 1796. Located 24 km (15 mi.) west
               of Santo Domingo, near the mouth (boca) of the Nigua River, Boca Nigua was the largest plantation in the colony, and a relatively
               new facility at the time of the uprising, where approximately 200 people were enslaved.
               They mainly came from Africa, either purchased directly through the slave trade to Santo Domingo, opened by Spain in 1786, or via the French colony of Saint-Domingue, which was in the midst of the
               Haitian Revolution. Some of those at Boca Nigua had French names and may have been
               fugitives from the neighboring colony. The leaders of the rebellion were Antonio,
               a carter, and his wife Ana María, a domestic servant. They launched the revolt on
               30 October 1796, choosing a Sunday, when the enslaved people were granted a half-day
               off of work and given their weekly ration of plantains, at which time the rebels attacked the white plantation staff, and succeeded in taking
               the plantation house. Antonio and Ana María, who had the keys, reigned briefly as
               king and queen while their followers sacked the house, while in the meantime, news
               of the violence reached the capital. The colonial authorities dispatched a force of
               50 soldiers to Boca Nigua to put down the uprising, which they did at dawn on 1 November,
               killing six rebels in the assault, while a single soldier died. The participants in
               the revolt fled, though all but two were recaptured within a week, mainly by local
               monteros in order to collect a bounty offered by the colonial administration. The Boca Nigua
               Revolt triggered a bloody reprisal from the Spanish authorities, who feared a massive
               revolution like that taking place in Saint-Domingue, resulting in severe sentences
               for the rebels. The punishments were carried out in early December 1796: Antonio,
               Ana María, and seven other leaders were executed, while most of the others received
               100 lashes and were ordered to wear leg and neck irons for 10 years. The ruins of
               the sugar mill were partially restored during the Rafael Trujillo regime as part of its efforts to boost tourism in the country, and the dictator constructed a beach home near the rebuilt mill. Boca
               Nigua is still the name of a town near the site, which has grown to be an outskirt
               of the port city of Haina. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	BOHECHIO (?–c. 1502)

         
         	
            One of the Taíno leaders who held power on Hispaniola at the time of the Spanish arrival, he was cacique of Jaragua, the most technologically and culturally advanced of the five chiefdoms. His sister
               was the famous Queen Anacaona. Bohechio resisted paying tribute to the Spanish, counting on the lack of gold in
               Jaragua to keep the Spanish out of his realm, but Bartholomew Columbus forced him to make payments in the form of cotton and foodstuffs. The elderly, childless
               Bohechio died soon after he submitted to the Spanish, leaving Anacaona, widow of the
               cacique Caonabo of Maguana, to take his place.
            

         

         
         	BOHÍO

         
         	
            A Taíno house. Bohíos were often circular, and always constructed of wooden components and thatch. The
               word entered the Dominican idiom meaning “cabin,” or in a more general sense “home,”
               or “abode.” The contemporary slang connotation of the word is similar to “crib” in
               U.S. parlance. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	BONA, CONCEPCIÓN (1824–1901)

         
         	
            Reputed to have sewn the first national flag of the Dominican Republic, along with María Trinidad Sánchez, on a design by Juan Pablo Duarte. Bona was the cousin of Pedro Alejandrino Pina, one of the founders of the Trinitaria movement for Dominican independence from Haiti. She is said to have given the flag she sewed to Trinitaria leader Ramón Mella, her relative by marriage, who raised it over  El  Conde Gate on 27 February 1844, Dominican Independence Day. Her remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	BONNELLY, RAFAEL FILIBERTO (1904–1979)

         
         	
            President during a turbulent period of transition from 18 January 1962 to 27 February 1963,
               during which he presided over the first free elections in Dominican history. Bonnelly’s
               presidency ended with the inauguration of Juan Bosch as his successor. A lawyer from Santiago, Bonnelly graduated from the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo  in 1926, and took part in the Revolution of 1930. He took a position as a deputy in the Congress in the new government, but the dictator Rafael Trujillo forced him from office in 1931 for voting against a bill he favored, and kept him
               from legal practice until 1942. Allowed back into public life, Bonnelly held a series
               of government positions including senator, cabinet minister, and attorney general.
               He became vice president in August 1960, replacing Joaquín Balaguer when he became titular president. He remained in that position after Trujillo’s death
               in May 1961 and after Balaguer’s relinquishment of power to the Council of State.
               Bonnelly became president of the Council on 18 January 1962, and organized elections
               for December, which resulted in Bosch’s victory. After the Constitutionalist Revolt in 1965, Bonnelly lost to Balaguer in the 1966 presidential election. His last public
               act was to oppose Balaguer’s corrupt election in 1978; he died the following year.
            

         

         
         	BONÓ, PEDRO FRANCISCO (1828–1906)

         
         	
            A prominent liberal intellectual and politician who was minister of war during the
               Restoration War, and also served as senator, deputy, minister of foreign relations, secretary of
               state for justice and public education, and justice of the Supreme Court. Bonó’s novel El  Montero  (1856) is a literary classic, and as the author of a collection of essays called
               Notes Concerning the Dominican Working Classes (1881), he is considered to be the first Dominican sociologist. His remains are in
               the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	BORDAS VALDEZ, JOSÉ (1874–1968)

         
         	
            Military leader and politician during the turbulent early 20th century who served as provisional
               president during the transitional period from April 1913 to August 1914. Born in Santiago, Bordas took part in the April 1902 coup that removed Juan Isidro Jimenes from power, then served as military commander in the government of Horacio Vásquez, fighting against northern rebels. After periods as governor of the provinces of Santiago, San Pedro de Macorís, and Puerto Plata, Bordas was chosen president for a one-year term, to prepare for elections between
               the followers of Jimenes and Vásquez. The “Railroad Revolution” broke out in September
               1913, led by Desiderio Arias. Despite putting down the revolt, Bordas lost the support of the United States, which pressured him to hold elections. He did so in June 1914, then left office,
               and lost influence.
            

         

         
         	BORDER

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         
         	BOSCH GAVIÑO, JUAN (1909–2001)

         
         	
            One of the most influential political figures in Dominican history, he cofounded the
               Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) in opposition to the Rafael Trujillo regime, founded the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) in opposition to the rule of Joaquín Balaguer, and served a brief but pivotal period as president in 1963. Bosch is also one of the most important figures in the country’s literature, the author of short stories, novels, and many works of history, biography, and social
               and political commentary. Regarded as an honest and honorable exception to the rule
               of corrupt and venal Dominican politicians but unsuccessful in gaining and maintaining
               power, his admirers still say of Bosch in his defense, “Ni mató, ni robó” (He neither killed, nor robbed).
            

            
             Bosch (pronounced “bo”; his father was Catalonian) was born in La Vega and grew up in the nearby village of Río Verde, then moved to Santo Domingo at the age of 15 to work. He started writing stories as a teenager, becoming part
               of a literary circle in the capital known as “La Cueva” (The Cave). He published his
               first short story, “La Mujer” (The Woman), in 1933, and his first novel, La Mañosa  (The Handywoman), in 1936. Bosch opposed the rise of Trujillo, who jailed him on
               charges of conspiracy, then released him to work for the government as head of the
               census in the Office of National Statistics. It was in that capacity that he received
               permission to travel to Puerto Rico in 1937, where he broke publicly from the Trujillo
               regime in a resignation letter to the dictator, and joined the growing community of
               dissidents in exile. He relocated to Cuba, where he joined a group of like-minded exiles in establishing
               the PRD in 1939. He traveled to New York, among other places, to organize Dominican exiles, and wrote extensively throughout
               his 25 years in exile: short stories, books on Eugenio María de Hostos (whose collected works he edited), Judas Iscariot, and Simón Bolívar, and the definitive
               condemnation of the dictatorship, entitled Trujillo: Causas de una Tiranía sin Ejemplo (Trujillo: Causes for an Unprecedented Tyranny), published in 1959. As a result,
               Bosch was the acknowledged leader of the opposition in exile when Trujillo was assassinated
               in May 1961. Having gained assurances of safety from the Organization of American States and from Balaguer, the incumbent president, he returned to Santo Domingo on 5 July
               1961, along with a delegation of PRD leaders. In the presidential election of December 1962, the first truly free election in the nation’s history, Bosch ran
               as the candidate of the leftist PRD, and decisively defeated Viriato Fiallo, the candidate
               of the conservative Unión Cívica Nacional (UCN, National Civic Union). Inaugurated in February 1963, the first order of business for the Bosch administration
               was to draft the Constitution of 1963, which was promulgated in April and included guarantees of many freedoms denied during
               the Trujillo dictatorship, and provided for land tenure reform, among other reforms
               intended to improve the lives of the nation’s poor. These measures threatened both
               the business interests represented by the UCN, and the military, which remained essentially unchanged in terms of personnel and political ideology
               from the Trujillo regime. When Bosch attempted to remove trujillista officers, a conspiracy organized by General Elías Wessin y Wessin carried out a coup, suspending the new constitution and forcing Bosch to leave the
               country again on 20 October 1963.
            

            
            Bosch’s removal from power set in motion a sequence of events that led to the April
               1965 Constitutionalist Revolt, a popular uprising triggered by dissident members of the military, which sought
               to restore the constitution and bring Bosch back to the presidency, and the subsequent
               invasion and occupation of Santo Domingo by United States and OAS forces, code-named Operation Power Pack, which prevented the revolt from succeeding. The occupation forces administered a
               presidential election in 1966, in which Balaguer defeated Bosch, beginning his infamous
               Twelve Years of authoritarian rule, during which perhaps 5,000 opponents of the Balaguer regime
               were killed in a dirty war that crippled the PRD. Bosch returned into exile, this
               time in Europe, and in 1969 he proposed his controversial analysis of Dominican politics,
               El próximo paso: Dictadura con Respaldo Popular (The Next Step: Dictatorship with Popular Support), in which he contended that the
               nation was unsuited for democracy. He returned to the Dominican Republic to lead a
               boycott of the 1970 election. He was detained by the Balaguer regime in February 1973,
               at the time of the invasion attempt led by Francisco Caamaño Deño, prompting him to issue a public denial of involvement. On 16 August 1973, he convened
               the Bloque de la Dignidad Nacional (Bloc for National Dignity) to unite opposition
               parties across the political spectrum against Balaguer. His rivalry with José Francisco Peña Gómez for leadership of the PRD intensified until Bosch broke with the party in November
               1973, then formed the PLD in December, positioning it further to the left than the
               PRD. He continued to ally with the PRD in the anti-Balaguer bloc, which both parties
               affirmed in the “Acuerdo de Santiago” (Agreement of Santiago), along with the Movimiento Popular Dominicano (MPD), the Partido Revolucionario Social Cristiano (PRSC), and the Partido Quisqueyano Demócrata   (PQD). Nonetheless, Bosch renounced the 1974 election, and his PLD boycotted it.
            

            
            Bosch ran for president again in 1978 and 1982, losing to the PRD candidate each time,
               and in 1986, 1990, and 1994, again losing to Balaguer in elections widely perceived
               as being tainted. The 1990 result was particularly unjust, denying Bosch a second
               term. The 1994 election denied Peña Gómez the presidency, with Bosch finishing a distant
               third. He retired from politics thereafter, except to signal his approval of the “Frente
               Patriótica” (Patriotic Front) before the 1996 election, which united the PLD, now
               led by eventual winning candidate Leonel Fernández, with the Partido Reformista Social Cristiana (PRSC) of Bosch’s old nemesis Balaguer, again to prevent Peña Gómez’s ascent.
            

         

         
         	BOYER, JEAN PIERRE (1776–1850)

         
         	
            President of Haiti from 1818 to 1843, he occupied the new Dominican Republic after only two months of
               independence, unifying Hispaniola under his rule in February 1822, which he maintained until he was overthrown in 1843.
               Boyer, born a free citizen of color in the French colony of Saint-Domingue, fought
               alongside Toussaint Louverture in the Haitian Revolution, then became president of the south after Alexander Petión.
               He unified Haiti in 1820, after the death of Henri Chistophe I. In November 1821,
               several communities along the border in the colony of Santo Domingo declared their allegiance to Haiti, then in December a group led by high-ranking
               colonial administrator José Núñez de Cáceres declared complete independence from Spain. In order to forestall Spanish intervention, prevent the possible resumption of slavery, and extend his own power, Boyer led an invasion of the new country, proclaiming
               its unification with Haiti on 9 February 1822, beginning the Haitian occupation. He commanded an army of 50,000, which encountered little resistance, and he received the key to the city
               of Santo Domingo from Núñez upon his arrival there. The eastern two-thirds of the
               island remained within the Republic of Haiti throughout the balance of Boyer’s rule.
               In 1843, Charles Riviere-Hérard overthrew Boyer. Soon after, Dominican nationalists,
               especially members of the Trinitaria organization, began to agitate for independence, leading to the uprising at El Conde Gate of 27 February 1844, which began the War of Dominican Independence.
            

         

         
         	BRITO, EDUARDO (1905–1946)

         
         	
            The first internationally known performer from the Dominican Republic and a pioneer
               of the country’s music recording industry. He was born in Puerto Plata, raised by a single mother, and started working at a young age with her in a restaurant,
               and in a variety of menial callings, most famously as a shoeshine boy, where he gained
               attention by singing as he polished. He began to sing professionally first in Santiago, and made his Santo Domingo debut in 1927 to rave reviews. He sang on the first Dominican radio station, HIX
               in the capital, in 1928, the same year he participated in making the first recordings
               in the country, which were then produced for sale by Victor Records in New York. Brito sang in the group the Internationals, and he formed the Quisqueya Duet with his wife, Rosa Elena Bobadilla, that then became the Quisqueya Trio with
               the addition of her sister, Edelmira “Kiki” Bobadilla. After touring with them in
               Haiti, Curacao, and Puerto Rico, Brito went to New York with the Grupo Dominicano in 1929,
               where they recorded 50 songs in eight historic sessions for Victor Records. These
               records brought Dominican music, in particular merengue, to a wider audience for the first time. Brito then found success as a solo performer
               in New York from 1930 until 1932, with engagements at the Waldorf Astoria and the
               Paramount Theater on Broadway, where he sang an eclectic mix ranging from merengue
               to famous opera arias. He then went to Madrid, where he was even more popular, becoming
               a star until the Spanish Civil War cut short his career there in 1936. He left Spain to tour Latin America, returning to the Dominican Republic in 1941. He had a nervous
               breakdown after repatriating, and died at the age of 40 in a mental hospital. The
               main performance hall in the Dominican National Theater in the Plaza of Culture is named for Brito.
            

         

         
         	BUCCANEER

         
         	
             Now synonymous with “pirate,” the term originated on Hispaniola as a reference to men who hunted feral livestock, preserved the meat, and traded
               it to passing ships. They adopted the Taíno method of smoking fish and game on a rack, called boucan, and adapted it for beef and pork, becoming known as boucaneros. The cattle and pigs that were their prey were descended from the animals brought
               by the colonists from Spain in the first decades after the arrival of Christopher Columbus and which formed large herds in the interior of the island. The buccaneers took the
               meat to Tortuga or marketed it directly to ships of any nation, in defiance of Spanish
               policy. The buccaneers began to prey on the ships themselves, rather than on the dwindling
               numbers of wild livestock left on land, and then began to use those vessels to attack
               other ships, becoming pirates. In order to suppress the buccaneers, Spain ceded the
               western third of Hispaniola to France in 1697, which became the colony of Saint-Domingue.
            

         

         
         	BULLFIGHTING

         
         	
            Cattle first arrived from Spain with Christopher Columbus’s second voyage, and the sport soon followed. Cattle husbandry became the economic
               backbone of the colony. Parading bulls and staging bullfights functioned as a staple
               of religious festivals throughout the colonial period, to the extent that religious
               authorities complained about the public obsession with bulls. The popularity of bullfighting
               faded during the 19th century, and today it is not part of the popular culture, except
               at the annual procession at San José de las Matas.
            

         

         
         	BUSTAMENTE, BIENVENIDO (1923–2001)

         
         	
            A virtuoso clarinetist and bandleader, he played for many years with the Orquesta
               Sinfónica Nacional (National Symphony Orchestra). Bustamente was from San Pedro de   Macorís, where he began playing in the municipal band at the age of nine. He entered the
               military, first playing in the Banda del Ejército (Army Band), and later composing the hymn of the Dominican Navy. He worked for the first electronic media outlet in the country, La Voz Dominicana (The Dominican Voice), in Santo Domingo. He directed the Orquesta Caballeros Montecarlos (Knights of Montecarlo Orchestra),
               named for the leading brand of Dominican cigarettes, sponsored by the major tobacco company, among other dance ensembles in the capital and in his home city.
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         	CAAMAÑO DEÑO, FRANCISCO (1932–1973)

         
         	
            One of the leaders of the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965, and president of the Constitutionalist government in Santo Domingo during the Operation Power Pack occupation by the United States. Born in San Juan de la Maguana, Caamaño served as a casco blanco (white helmet), a unit of U.S.-trained riot police, rising to the rank of colonel.
               He became a member of the Revolutionary Committee of military officers who remained loyal to Juan Bosch, who was deposed from the presidency by a military coup in September 1963. The conspirators
               sought to restore the Constitution of 1963, suspended by the Triumvirate government that took power after Bosch’s removal. Caamaño emerged as the leader of
               the Constitutionalist Revolt on April 27, just two days after its outbreak, first
               in a confrontational meeting with the U.S. ambassador at the U.S. embassy, then at
               the Ozama River bridge, scene of a battle in which a force of armed civilians turned back the army tank corps, commanded by Elías Wessin y Wessin, head of the progovernment military forces. Soon after, the United States intervened
               militarily and began a yearlong occupation of the capital that favored the government
               forces and gradually suffocated Constitutionalist opposition. Caamaño, having become
               personally identified with the revolt, was named the head of the Constitutionalist
               provisional government during the first week of May, remaining in that position until
               late August. Then, as a provision for ending the occupation imposed by U.S. negotiators,
               he accepted an appointment as military attaché to the Dominican embassy in the United
               Kingdom from provisional president Héctor García Godoy. Caamaño traveled from England to Cuba in 1967, where he organized a group of insurgents
               to overthrow the government of Joaquín Balaguer, who had become president at the end of the U.S. occupation in 1966 and initiated
               a period of political repression known as the Twelve Years. In early 1973, Caamaño and his band of nine commandos left Cuba by sea and landed
               near Azua, escaping into the Central Mountains. He was wounded, captured, and summarily executed by government forces on 16 February
               1973. Since his martyr-like demise, which resembled that of the iconic revolutionary
               Ernesto “Che” Guevara in Bolivia, Caamańo’s mustachioed face has become identified
               with the Dominican militant left more than that of any other individual. His remains
               are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	CABRAL, JOSÉ MARÍA (1816–1899)

         
         	
            Restoration War general and president. A caudillo from Barahona, Cabral profited from mahogany exports out of Azua. In June 1861, near the outset of the Restoration War, he and Francisco del Rosario Sánchez led an unsuccessful invasion from Haiti that resulted in Sánchez being wounded, captured, and executed. Cabral escaped to
               Haiti, then returned to join the forces of Buenaventura Báez fighting against the Spanish in the south. In August 1865, less than a month after
               the end of the war, Cabral ousted President Pedro Antonio Pimental and declared himself “Protector of the Nation.” In November 1865, Cabral yielded
               to Báez, who then faced an uprising led by Gregorio Luperón, who then in turn was the target of a coup fomented by Pimental. Cabral foiled the
               takeover attempt, taking power himself as president again in August 1866. In autumn
               1867, his political enemies made public his secret negotiations with the United States
               for the lease of Samaná Bay, leading to his being supplanted in favor of Báez once again in January 1868. He
               died in 1899, and his remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	CABRAL, MANUEL DEL (1907–1999)

         
         	
            One of the most important poets in Dominican literature, he gained an international reputation as a pioneer of Poesía Negra (Black Poetry). He was also an author of short stories, essays, and novels, a painter,
               and a diplomat. Born in San Pedro de Macorís, his father was a member of the Rafael Trujillo regime. Cabral joined the government as a diplomat and spent much of his early career
               in Argentina, where he later returned as an exile from the Trujillo dictatorship. He also served as ambassador to Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Spain, and the United States. He gained distinction as a poet first with his 1942 collection Trópico Negro (Black Tropic), and followed with his best-known work in 1943, Compadre  Mon (Godfather Mon). He was awarded the Premio Nacional de Literatura (National Literature
               Prize) in 1992.
            

         

         
         	CABRAL, MARCOS ANTONIO (1842–1903)

         
         	
            Restoration War general from Baní, he was president for about two weeks in December 1876. The nephew of José María Cabral and son-in-law of Buenaventura Báez, he distinguished himself at the battle of La Canela. A fervent baecista, Cabral followed Ignacio María González into office and prepared the way for his father-in-law’s final term in office in
               1876.
            

         

         
         	CACAO

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	CÁCERES, MANUEL ALTAGRACIA (1838–1878)

         
         	
            A prominent supporter of Buenaventura Báez, he served briefly as president in 1868. Known by the nickname “Memé,” Cáceres was born in Azua but moved to the Cibao at the age of nine, where as a teenager he joined the armed supporters of the caudillo Báez. He was one of the signers of the Act of Annexation to Spain in Moca on 23 March 1861, but two years later he joined in fighting the Restoration War as a follower of his childhood friend José Antonio “Pepillo” Salcedo. After the Restoration, he became one of the leaders of the pro-Báez political party called Los Rojos (the Reds). He took part in the uprising against President José María Cabral in 1867, and followed him into the presidency on 31 January 1868. He only served
               until 13 February before yielding to a military junta, which in turn relinquished power to Báez in May, with Cáceres returning to
               the government as a delegate from Santiago, then as vice president for Báez, who was rumored to be his father. After former
               ally Ignacio María González broke with Báez and forced him to resign in January 1874, Cáceres lost the election
               to succeed Báez as president to González. Cáceres then defied the new government from
               the Cibao, prompting González to lead a military force to the region to arrest him
               and his partisans in July 1874. Cáceres and 30 followers responded on 5 August, staging
               an attack on Fort San Luis in Santiago, but the González forces, aided by partisans
               of the Blue Party, defeated the uprising, forcing Cáceres to go into exile in Puerto Rico. He returned in 1876 to participate in a conspiracy against the government
               of President Ulises Espaillat, and after it failed, went back to exile in St. Thomas. But before the year was out
               he was back, this time together with Báez, who returned to power for the final time
               on 27 December 1876, naming Cáceres as his minister of state. When the Báez government
               fell for the last time in March 1878, Cáceres again stood to succeed him in office,
               but an assassination attempt derailed his hopes, and he died in Santo Domingo that September. His son Ramón Cáceres was also an influential politician, who served a longer and more important term as
               president in the early 20th century.
            

         

         
         	CÁCERES, RAMÓN (1866–1911)

         
         	
            An important politician at the turn of the 20th century, he was president from 1905 to 1911, when he was assassinated. Born in Moca, his father, Manuel Altagracia Cáceres, was a prominent backer of Buenaventura Báez, who served as president and vice president, among other government posts. Cáceres
               was a key supporter of his cousin, Horacio Vásquez, a caudillo whose followers were called horacistas. Cáceres joined a conspiracy against the longtime dictator Ulises Heureaux, and on 26 July 1899, he and Jacobito de Lara assassinated the dictator in Moca. Vásquez became president in the aftermath, with Cáceres serving as minister of war
               and as governor of Santiago during his term. In 1904, Cáceres was elected vice president on a ticket with President
               Carlos Morales Languasco, and when the latter was forced to resign in December 1905, Cáceres became president.
               He immediately faced an uprising in the northern region by the followers of Juan Isidro Jimenes, called jimenistas, the enduring rivals of the horacistas. They attacked Santiago and Puerto Plata, led by Desiderio Arias and Demetrio Rodríguez, provoking a draconian campaign by government forces in response, which eradicated jimenista resistance by 1907. Cáceres proceeded to preside over an unusually orderly period
               in office, keyed by a new constitution in 1908, which removed military authority from provincial governors, thereby consolidating control of the army in the federal executive and undercutting the power of regional caudillos. During
               his first administration, the foreign debt of $40 million was adjusted through the
               Convention of 1907 with the United States, which established the Dominican Customs Receivership. Reelected in 1908, Cáceres pursued a broad domestic agenda. He facilitated improved
               transportation with a road improvement law, the cancellation of a monopoly concession on steamship
               service that the Clyde Line of New York long had exercised, the construction of a railroad spur connecting Moca to the main
               line linking Santiago and Puerto Plata, and the installation of lighthouses and port
               facilities, especially at the thriving sugar  entrepôts of San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, by a new federal public works administration. Cáceres expanded education by the same means, as the public works administration constructed more than 300 public
               schools, bringing the number from about 200 in 1904 to 526 in 1910. He promoted agriculture at the national level, creating a government General Directorate of Agriculture in
               1909, establishing two experimental farms in 1910, and signing laws in 1911 that supported
               the plantation cultivation of export crops, principally sugar, coffee, cocoa, and bananas, and broke up commonly held lands, called terrenos comuneros, making them subject to disappropriation from their peasant owners and allowing development
               by foreign corporations. While the sugar companies and other international enterprises
               operated on a tax-free basis as the result of a 1906 law, domestic businesses were
               subject to increasing taxes, inciting resentment, with the most symbolically objectionable
               of them being the so-called Stamp Act of 1910, which imposed a fee on rum and other alcoholic drinks. Disgruntled horacistas joined their traditional rivals, the jimenistas, in a growing opposition movement against Cáceres. A conspiracy led by General Luis
               Tejera, son of Emilano Tejera, foreign minister in the Cáceres government, plotted to kidnap Cáceres, but after
               he resisted, assassinated him on 29 November 1911.
            

         

         
         	CACIQUE

         
         	
            A Taíno chief. A  cacicazgo was the area under his or her control. There were five chiefdoms at the time Christopher Columbus and his followers arrived from Spain: Jaragua under cacique Bohechio; Marién under Guacanagarí;  Maguana under Caonabo and his queen,  Anacaona;  Maguá under Guarionex; and Higüey under Cotubanamá. 
            

         

         
         	CANARY ISLANDS

         
         	
            Archipelago located 100 km (62 mi.) off the coast of Morocco, Africa, that is part
               of Spain, which has had many connections with the Dominican Republic over the centuries. On
               his first voyage to the New World, Christopher Columbus first sailed to La Gomera in the Islas Canarias (which means “dog islands”), where
               he refitted his ships with lateen rigging on the mizzenmast, like Arab dhows, making
               them more manageable for the transoceanic voyage. He revisited the Canaries to begin
               each of his subsequent three New World voyages, because they are situated around 28
               degrees north latitude, where the North Atlantic gyre begins to flow west, easing
               the passage in that direction for sailing vessels. Columbus brought sugarcane from the Canaries to Hispaniola on his second voyage. Immigration of Canary Islanders (Isleños) has punctuated Dominican
               history. The first substantial immigrant group following the first wave of conquest
               consisted of Canarians who came in the 17th century, bringing experience in sugar
               production. More Isleños came in the late 19th century. The father of famous actress
               María Montez was a Canarian from La Palma who served as honorary consul of Spain in Barahona; he gave her the middle name of “Africa” in honor of his birthplace and sent her
               there to be educated.
            

         

         
         	CANOA

         
         	
            Taíno watercraft made from dugout tree trunks, the word is the origin of the English “canoe.”
               The native people used these canoes to navigate along the coast of Hispaniola and between the islands of the Caribbean, and were accustomed to traveling great
               distances in them. They also used canoes for fishing and river transportation and
               ferrying. When constructed from very large trees, Taíno canoes could hold more than
               100 people, as reported by Christopher Columbus. The aggressive Carib people also employed canoes to launch raids on the Taíno of Hispaniola across the
               Mona Passage. Dugout canoes remained in widespread use into the early 20th century, in particular
               for bringing goods to market and ferrying across rivers.
            

         

         
         	CAONABO (?–1496)

         
         	
            One of the five Taíno leaders who held power on Hispaniola at the time of the Spanish arrival, he was cacique of Managua and the husband of the famous Queen Anacaona. Her brother was Bohechio, cacique of Jaragua. Christopher Columbus blamed Caonabo for the murder of the 39 Spanish men he left on the island in early
               1493 when he returned to Spain, whom he found dead when he came back later that year.
               Caonabo led a failed attack on the Spanish fort at Santo Tomás in March 1495, where
               he was captured. He was taken to the colonial capital of La Isabela, but Columbus determined that he lacked the authority to execute a chief, so he ordered
               that Caonabo be sent for judgment to King Ferdinand in Spain. He died in 1496 when
               the same hurricane that destroyed La Isabela sank the ship that was taking him there.
            

         

         
         	CAPOTILLO, GRITO DE

         
         	
            The “Capotillo call for revolution” sparked the Restoration War that ended the period of annexation to Spain. It took place on 16 August 1863, when General Santiago Rodríguez and a group of 14 rebel followers carried out a bold raid on Capotillo near Dajabón in the disputed region bordering Haiti, where they raised the new flag of an independent Dominican Republic. The rebellion spread from there across the
               Cibao, leading to the restoration of independence after a devastating war. Since then,
               the date of August 16 has been celebrated as a second independence day, along with 27 February 1844, date of the attack on El Conde Gate that started the War of Dominican Independence. Known as Restoration Day, it is now also the date of the inauguration of presidents every four years.
            

         

         
         	CARIB

         
         	
            Indigenous people who raided the Taíno people on Hispaniola. The aggressive Carib migrated across the Caribbean Sea, which is named for them,
               from the South American mainland beginning about 1,200 CE, displacing the Taíno in
               the Lesser Antilles and reaching Puerto Rico. Carib is the root of the English word
               “cannibal,” stemming from the mistaken conclusion on the part of Christopher Columbus that they devoured their captives. The Carib raids hit the eastern end of Hispaniola
               hardest, making the people there warier and more warlike than in the other regions,
               resulting in the first clash between native people and Europeans, which took place
               at the Bay of Arrows in January 1493.
            

         

         
         	CARNAVAL

         
         	
            Carnival is a period of celebration and challenge to the social order. During the
               colonial period, it was the culmination of the extensive religious celebrations of
               St. John the Baptist and St. Michael Archangel, which ended before Ash Wednesday.
               Although traditionally associated with the onset of Lent or during Easter Week (Semana Santa), it became associated with patriotic dates, so that carnival takes place at other
               times, as well, in different areas of the country. In Santo Domingo, carnival surrounds 27 February, which is the Dominican independence day, while in Santiago, it takes place at the time of Restoration Day, on 16 August. Carnival celebrations invariably involve parades with music and
               dancing, with groups called comparsas competing for the best costumes and performances. There is a wide variety of styles
               of apparel worn for carnival from place to place. In the capital, for example, revelers
               don patriotic red and blue colors and flag motifs, while in Cotuí, rival comparsas dress either as papeluses in strips of newspaper or as platanuses in strips of plantain leaves. The most distinctive features of Dominican carnival garb are the masks, which
               can reach fantastic sizes and levels of decoration, with long, protruding spikes being
               one familiar characteristic. Devil masks are another prevalent design, especially
               in La Vega, which is renowned for its annual celebration. An atmosphere of license pervades
               during carnival, in which the common people disguise themselves to ridicule and mildly
               abuse the elite. Ritual teasing and plaguing of spectators at parades of carnival
               troupes always is part of the proceedings. The Museo del Hombre Dominicano contains
               a permanent exhibit on the history and diversity of Dominican carnaval. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	CASIMIROID CULTURE

         
         	
            The first people to inhabit Hispaniola, they came from the Yucatán Peninsula of Mexico via Cuba beginning about 6,000 years
               ago. They made stone tools, fished, and hunted manatees and sloths, driving the latter
               to extinction. The Taíno people are believed to have evolved from the interaction between the Casimiroid culture
               and the Sisimoid culture, people who moved up the archipelago from what is now Venezuela.
               
            

         

         
         	CASTRO, JACINTO DE (1811–1896)

         
         	
            Provisional president for three weeks in September 1878. Born to a single mother in Santo Domingo, he became a lawyer and politician, serving as a delegate to Congress, a diplomat, and a minister of justice and public instruction. He supported the annexation to Spain in 1861, and after the Restoration War, became president of the Supreme Court. He was in that position when President Ignacio María González resigned in the midst of a constitutional crisis. Castro’s brief presidency resulted in the establishment of a Council of State,
               which ushered in the election of Cesareo Guillermo.
            

         

         
         	CATHEDRALS

         
         	
            There are 11 cathedrals of the Roman Catholic Church in the Dominican Republic, two of them minor basilicas. The first cathedral in the
               Americas is the Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación (Metropolitan Cathedral of St. Mary of the Incarnation), begun in 1512, which is
               the seat of the Archdiocese of Santo Domingo. The other minor basilica is the Basílica
               Catedral Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Cathedral of Our Lady of High Grace) in Higüey, which is also a shrine to the patroness of the country. In addition, there are nine
               other dioceses, each with a cathedral: Catedral de Santiago Apóstal (St. James the Apostle) in Santiago, Catedral San Felipe (St. Philip) in Puerto Plata, Catedral San Pedro Apóstal (St. Peter the Apostle) in San Pedro de Macorís, Catedral Nuestra Señora de Regla (Our Lady of Regla, a Virgin of color from Cuba)
               in Baní, Catedral Nuestra Señora del Rosario (Our Lady of the Rosary) in Barahona, Catedral San Juan Bautista (St. John the Baptist) in San Juan de la Maguana, Catedral Santa Cruz (Holy Cross) in Mao, Catedral de la Inmaculata Concepción (Immaculate
               Conception) in La Vega, and Catedral Santa Anna in San Francisco de Macorís. 
            

            
             See also .
            

         

         
         	CATHOLIC CHURCH

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	CAUDILLO

         
         	
            A type of political and military strongman prevalent in Dominican history. The Spanish word originated in Latin America,
               referring to powerful men who gained control of particular regions by amassing land
               and raising a personal army. Caudillos often rose to national power. The most important Dominican caudillos include
               Rafael Santana, Buenaventura Báez, Ulises Heureaux, Desiderio Arias, and Horacio Vásquez. The dominant political figures of the 20th century, Rafael Trujillo and Joaquín Balaguer, have also been seen as caudillo figures, with Balaguer nicknamed “El Caudillo Ciego”
               (The Blind Caudillo), but the dictatorships they constructed were complex, more national in scope, and more stable than those
               of previous strongmen.
            

         

         
         	CAZNEAU, JANE (1807–1878) AND WILLIAM CAZNEAU (1807–1876)

         
         	
            Couple from the United States who tried to bring about the annexation of all or part of the Dominican Republic.
               The pair intrigued with various politicians in both countries at a time when such
               schemes to attach the vulnerable new nation to an outside power were rife. Jane accompanied
               her father, former New York Congressman William McManus, on his attempt to colonize
               part of northern Mexico in 1833. Then she became a journalist for Horace Greeley,
               covering the Mexican–American War from the scene, and writing in favor of U.S. annexation
               of all of Mexico and expansion into Central American and the Caribbean. She married
               Texan veteran William Cazneau in 1849, and moved with him to the Dominican Republic
               in 1855, where he worked as an agent for the U.S. government. He tried to interest
               Pedro Santana in leasing Samaná Bay as a coaling station. The threat of U.S. expansion in its foreign colony motivated
               Spain to grant diplomatic recognition to the Dominican Republic as an independent nation.
               Cazneau lost his position as U.S. envoy in 1861, and in 1863, during the Restoration War, when Spanish troops destroyed the Cazneaus’ estate, forcing them to flee the country.
               They returned after the war ended in 1865, and worked on behalf of the Andrew Johnson
               and Ulysses S. Grant administrations to negotiate the lease of Samaná Bay as a coaling
               station to the United States, but their efforts failed along with the proposed treaty
               of annexation in 1870. They continued to promote the economic development of the Dominican
               Republic until they died, William in 1876 and Jane Cazneau two years later in a shipwreck
               en route from New York to Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	CENTRALES

         
         	
            A centralized, industrial sugar factory, also called an ingenio, although the latter term can also refer to the kind of small, wind-driven operations
               that predated the enormous plants of the Dominican Republic, where the sugar industry
               developed relatively late. The first sugar factory in the country was Ingenio Angelina,
               which began operating in 1879 in San Pedro de Macorís. Ingenio Porvenir, also in San Pedro, opened in 1881, followed by four more in the
               vicinity in the next three years. The area around La Romana to the east came under cultivation next, with Central Romana being the center of the industry there. The largest sugar factory in the world is
               Central Haina, constructed in the 1950s, during the Rafael Trujillo regime, which has rarely run at its full capacity. Many centrales have shut down as a result of the plunge in world sugar prices. Most that are still
               in operation are concentrated in the eastern part of the country, around San Pedro
               and La Romana. 
            

         

         
         	CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	CHAPITAS

         
         	
            The derisive childhood nickname for Rafael Trujillo, meaning “bottle caps.” He earned it from the practice of wearing bottle caps like
               military medals, which he did constantly while growing up in San Cristóbal. The name stuck, perhaps because Trujillo hated it. He tried to eradicate its use,
               harshly punishing anyone heard to say it, yet his enemies persisted in calling him
               Chapitas in private.
            

         

         
         	CIBAO, EL

         
         	
            Although the name means something like “rocky place” in the language of the native
               Taíno people, El Cibao refers to the fertile valley in the north central part of the country,
               which has its own strong regional identification. The major city in the Cibao region
               is Santiago de los Caba lleros, with other large cities being San Juan de la Maguana and La Vega. The valley is 235 km (145 mi.) long, stretching from Manzanillo Bay near Monte Cristi in the west to Sánchez, on Samaná Bay, in the east. The Yaque del Norte and Yuna Rivers both run through it. Christopher Columbus conquered the Cibao in 1493. It was devastated during the Haitian Revolution and
               again during the occupation of the country by Haiti, 1822–1844. The Restoration War arose in the Cibao, and Restoration Day, which commemorates the grito de Capotillo  on 16 August 1863, is the principal holiday there. Tobacco is the principal crop, with rice, coffee, and cocoa also being produced. The Cibao region comprises 14 provinces, with a combined population
               of 5.6 million people.
            

         

         
         	CIGUAPA

         
         	
            Mythological creature said to have backward-facing feet and very long hair. Rural
               lore holds that ciguapas live in the high mountains, come out at night, and try to bewitch unsuspecting humans.
               The supernatural beliefs of the Taíno that the monk Ramón Pané recorded included tales of nocturnal beings with magical powers, suggesting that
               the ciguapa originated with the indigenous people. The classic novel of the ciguapa in Dominican literature is Cachón (1958) by Miguel Angel Monclús.
            

         

         
         	CIVIL WARS

         
         	
            Bloody and protracted clashes between political parties and regions that have punctuated Dominican history. The first internecine turmoil
               broke out even before the end of the War of Dominican Independence from Haiti, with regional armies and their caudillo leaders competing for command. Pedro Santana emerged victorious by purging Trinitaria leaders, only to become embroiled in a decades-long dispute between his supporters
               and those of Buenaventura Báez. The civil wars of the late 19th century pitted the conservative Rojos (Reds), or
               the Red Party, of Báez against the more liberal Azules (Blues), or the Blue Party,
               whose most famous leader was Gregorio Luperón, and sometimes involved the Green Party, as well (no relation to the current political
               party). The dictatorship of Ulises Heureaux mitigated the civil conflict, only to have it burst out with new intensity after
               his assassination in 1899, this time between the followers of Horacio Vásquez, called horacistas, and the followers of Juan Isidro Jimenes, called  jimenistas. The U.S. Marine occupation ended a state of civil war between the latter and the forces of Desiderio Arias with their invasion in 1916. The Rafael Trujillo regime tolerated no dissent, ending civil war (and civil liberty) for 31 years. The
               unstable period following the dictator’s assassination in 1961 culminated in a civil
               war called the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965. The U.S. invasion and occupation known as Operation Power Pack again ended the state of civil war, ushering in the Twelve Years period of authoritarian rule under Joaquín Balaguer, who prevented further civil eruptions. Since then, the nation has gone through a
               transition to a democratic form of government that, while not free of violence, has
               ended the threat of civil wars.
            

         

         
         	CLAUDIO, PABLO (1855–1899)

         
         	
            The most accomplished Dominican musician of the 19th century, he was a versatile composer,
               widely traveled bandleader, and clarinetist. When he was 12 years old, he joined the
               Banda Municipal (Municipal Band) in Santo Domingo, where he was born. The band specialized in marching music, with Claudio playing
               the bombardino (euphonium). The repertoire of the Banda Municipal influenced his compositions, which
               included marches and a symphony for military orchestra, but he also wrote music in
               a variety of dance styles, such as the mazurka and the paso doble. Claudio directed bands in Azua, Monte Cristi, Samaná, and Santiago during his career, playing his own songs, many of which became classics in Dominican
               music, including “Un corazón” (A Heart), “Pasión” (Passion), “Tu mirada es un cielo” (Your
               Glance Is a Sky), and “Recuerdos bellos” (Beautiful Memories). A friend of the famous
               Brazilian opera composer Carlos Gomes, Claudio composed two operas, as well: América and María de Cuéllar, the latter with a libretto by Gastón Fernando Deligne. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

         

         
         	COCKFIGHTING

         
         	
            The traditional national pastime. The sport involves putting two specially trained
               roosters, each wearing sharp spurs on their talons, into a circular cockpit, where
               they fight to the death. Spectators wager on which bird will survive. Cockfights take
               place in circular arenas called galleras, which range from small structures made of poles and thatch in the countryside, to
               the modern Coloseo Gallístico in Santo Domingo, which seats 10,000.
            

            
             Cockfighting is perhaps the oldest spectator sport in the world, dating to ancient
               Sumer. It arrived on Hispaniola along with the first chickens brought from Spain. Throughout Dominican history, cockfighting has been simultaneously celebrated and
               denounced. The government authorities, both colonial and national, have tried to regulate
               and profit from it. It probably reached its height in the late 19th century. In 1876,
               Pedro Francisco Bonó estimated that 10,000–12,000 peasants would attend cockfights on Saturdays, Sundays,
               and Mondays, at galleras throughout the countryside. The U.S. Marine occupation condemned the practice and banned it during its occupation. The fighting cock, called
               a “tiger” or tíguere, is one of the most frequently referenced metaphors in popular culture. Joaquín Balaguer adopted it as the symbol of his political party, the Partido Reformista (PR), which after 1986 became the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC). The figure of the rags-to-riches, man-on-the-make is called a tíguere.
            

            
            In 2008, the perpetual controversy surrounding cockfighting flared up again, when
               the baseball greats Juan Marichal and Pedro Martínez attended a cockfight together at the Coloseo Gallístico. When animal rights advocates
               criticized them for supporting a blood sport, Martínez defended cockfighting as an
               important aspect of Dominican national identity, engendering further debate. Cockfighting
               is still popular, but it has been eclipsed by baseball as the national sport. 
            

         

         
         	COCOA

         
         	
            Cacao trees, which produce the pods that make cocoa and chocolate, were brought to
               Hispaniola from Venezuela in the 16th century. Cocoa became an important export commodity in
               the late 19th century, with cultivation beginning in the Cibao and spreading throughout that valley and north into the area around Puerto Plata, and expanding to plantations in San Cristóbal in the south and in the east in El Seibo and Altagracia. Production is now centered in northeastern Duarte Province, where more than 40 percent of Dominican cocoa originates. Hurricane Georges devastated the cocoa producing regions in 1998, but they rebounded by 2002,
               and in 2009, 62,000 tons were exported. Currently, cocoa ranks fourth among the country’s
               crops by value, behind tobacco, bananas, and sugar. The Dominican Republic is the leading exporter of cocoa to the United States, and the fourth largest in the world.
            

         

         
         	COCOLOS

         
         	
            Name given to British West Indian immigrants. The term originated as an ethnic slur
               referring to coconut vendors, but has become a moniker of ethnic pride. Immigration
               from Barbados, Jamaica, and other English-speaking islands began in the late 19th
               century, facilitated by the sugar companies, which recruited men as workers in the expanding sugar plantations and
               centrales (sugar factories) around the cities of San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, and women as domestic workers in the homes of foreign managers. Many aspects of
               the culture they imported have become central to the Dominican experience. The cocolos brought the sport of cricket, which translated easily to baseball, at which a great number of individuals of British West Indian descent have excelled,
               with some of them reaching the Major Leagues. The type of drums and the drumming style
               of the cocolos  have become integrated into the music of the country, a fact celebrated by Juan Luis Guerra in his hit song “Guavaberry.” Their Protestant practices have contributed to the
               diversity of religion in the Dominican Republic.
            

         

         
         	COFFEE

         
         	
            An important beverage in Dominican culture and cuisine, coffee is one of the main crops in the country’s agriculture. Coffee is produced from the seeds (called beans) inside the fruit of coffee trees.
               Coffee seeds were introduced to Hispaniola in 1735, and coffee soon became one of the major export crops produced in the French
               colony of Saint-Domingue, but all the coffee grown in the Spanish colony of Santo Domingo was consumed within the domestic market. This remained the case until the 1860s,
               when the first Dominican coffee was exported. For the next 40 years, coffee cultivation
               for foreign markets expanded into many provinces, including Azua, Barahona, Espaillat, and Puerto Plata. It was the fourth most important commodity by the turn of the 20th century, behind
               tobacco, sugar, and cocoa, and in the 1940s, it eclipsed cocoa. At the turn of the 21st century, coffee ranked
               second in value among agricultural exports, behind only sugar, with nearly 18,000
               kilograms (8,000 pounds) produced. The 2010–2011 harvest yielded 30,000 kilograms
               (66,000 pounds), most of it destined for consumption within the country. By then,
               there were approximately 340 sq. km (212.5 sq. mi.) of coffee plantations, most of
               it of the Arabica variety. In recent years, with fluctuations in the world market
               price, many coffee farmers have decided to turn away from growing coffee trees, which
               require three to five years of growth before fruition, and which bear fruit for a
               decade, two at best, and plant other crops or raise cattle. Because coffee trees grow
               best at higher altitudes, under shade, forested mountain terrain is most conducive to coffee cultivation, but it is lost with the transition
               to open fields and pasture land. The destruction of these coffee-producing wooded
               highlands has posed a problem for the country’s environment, because it destroys the habitat of many plant and animal species.
            

         

         
         	COFRADÍA

         
         	
            A religious society derived in a hybridized form from both Spanish and African ritual
               brotherhoods. Emulating fraternities in Spain such as that of Nuestra Señora del Carmen (Our Lady of Carmen), enslaved and free
               people of African descent first formed cofradías in the colony of Santo Domingo as early as the 17th century, with the mission of masking their own traditions of
               worship while carrying out certain public religious functions. In ceremonies invariably
               accompanied by the music of special drums, the societies venerate patron saints, such as the cofradía of St. John the Baptist, located in San Cristóbal and Baní. Cofradías also perform the funerary rites collectively known as “El Banco” (The Bank), which
               are intended to bid farewell to the dead person and prevent him or her from becoming
               a restless and possibly dangerous spirit, by maintaining a vigil of drumming for nine
               days after the death (called the novenario), and commemorating it lavishly on the first and the seventh anniversaries. The most
               famous Dominican cofradía is that of Espíritu Santo de Villa Mella (Holy Spirit of Villa Mella). Dominicans
               of color settled Villa Mella near Santo Domingo in the 18th century, and the metropolis
               has grown around it. In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
               Organization (UNESCO) designated the Espíritu Santo de Villa Mella, with its storied
               corps of drummers known as congos, an Intangible Patrimony of Humanity. 
            

            
             See also .
            

         

         
         	COLONIAL ZONE

         
         	
            The oldest part of the sprawling metropolis of Santo Domingo, built in the 16th and 17th centuries, now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The colonial
               walls define the parameters of the zone. The zone’s principal sites comprise a list
               of New World firsts: first two-story structure (Casa del Cordón, circa 1502, possibly
               the oldest stone structure still standing in the hemisphere), first monastery (San
               Francisco, 1508, now in a ruined state), first fortification (Fortaleza Ozama, 1502), first governor’s palace (the Alcázar de Colón), first courthouse (housed in The Royal Houses, Las Casas Reales, 1503), first hospital
               (San Nicolás de Barí, 1503), first  cathedral (Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación, 1514), first university (Universid ad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, 1538), and many other significant sites. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	COLSON, JAIME (1901–1975)

         
         	
            One of the country’s leading modern artists. He was born in Puerto Plata, then studied in Paris, Madrid, and Barcelona, where he was influenced by Pablo Picasso.
               He taught at the Escuela de Arte para los Trabajadores (Art School for Workers) in
               Mexico City from 1934 to 1938, where he formed friendships with the great muralists
               David Siquieros, José Clemente Orosco, and Diego Rivera. From there he went to Havana,
               Cuba, where he exhibited his own works and curated the works of others. He returned
               to the Dominican Republic in 1950, where he served briefly as general director of
               fine arts during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, then resigned the post to dedicate himself to teaching. Colson’s art depicts traditional creole subject matter, but with influences from cubism and surrealism.
               His best-known works include “Sueño de una noche de San Martín” (Dream of a Night
               of St. Martin), “Bañistas” (Bathers), and “La Guerra” (The War). He died in Santo Domingo in 1975.
            

         

         
         	COLUMBUS, BARTHOLOMEW (c. 1461–1515)

         
         	
            The younger brother of Christopher Columbus, he founded Santo Domingo. He worked as a cartographer in Genoa, then went to France in an unsuccessful attempt to persuade King Francis VII to support the voyage his
               brother was proposing. Bartholomew traveled to Hispaniola in 1494 to join Christopher, who had left on his second voyage to the island. He
               served as second-in-command for six and a half years, filling in as governor while
               his brother was away, including from 1496 to 1498, during which time he moved the
               capital of the new colony from La Isabela to a new location on the Ozama River, where he established the town that he named Santo Domingo. Governor Francisco Bobadilla
               sent both of the Columbus brothers, along with a third brother named Giacomo, as prisoners
               to Spain in December 1500. Having been pardoned by King Ferdinand, Bartholomew accompanied
               Christopher on his ill-fated fourth voyage to the New World in 1502, which ended in
               shipwreck on Jamaica in June 1503. They were rescued in November 1504, after Diego
               Mendez and a group of native men paddled to Santo Domingo for help. Bartholomew Columbus
               returned to Hispaniola in 1506, accompanied by his nephew Diego Columbus, the new governor. He made one last trip to Spain, to receive the title to Mona Island from the king, and then returned to Santo Domingo, where he died in May 1515. 
            

         

         
         	COLUMBUS, CHRISTOPHER (1451–1506)

         
         	
            Explorer who commanded the epochal first voyage to Hispaniola in 1492, and returned with a much larger force in 1493 to take possession of the
               island for Spain, establishing the colony of Santo Domingo and setting in motion the destruction of the native Taíno people. Columbus held the titles admiral, viceroy, and governor of the Indies, positions
               later held by his son Diego Columbus. 
            

            
            The very famous first voyage of Columbus with three ships granted to him by King Ferdinand
               I reached the Bahamas and Cuba before arriving at present-day Haiti on 10 December 1492. The Taíno avoided the Spanish at first, but then received them,
               to the extent that when the flagship Santa María wrecked on 25 December, the local people, directed by the cacique named Bohechio, came to the aid of the Spanish and salvaged what they could of the ship. Columbus
               left 39 members of the crew behind in a stockade built of its timbers and continued
               eastward along the north coast. His last encounter with the Taíno on that voyage,
               which turned violent, took place near Samaná Bay, at what he called the Bay of Arrows in January 1493. Back with 17 ships and more than 1,000 men later in the year, Columbus
               found the crew of the Santa María murdered in reprisal for their sexual assaults on
               Taíno women. After establishing a settlement near present-day Luperón that he named La Isabela, Columbus unleashed a brutal reprisal on the people he called “Indians,” which led
               to a full-scale war with them. The cacique Caonabo led the fight against Spanish, but Columbus captured him and defeated a Taíno army
               at the battle of Santo Cerro in March 1495, effectively ending resistance.
            

            
            Columbus returned to Spain in 1496 to organize a third expedition to repopulate the
               new colony, as more than half of the group who arrived with him in 1493 had died.
               In his absence, the colonists, dissatisfied at the meager spoils from their conquest,
               rebelled against his brother Bartholomew Columbus, whom he had left in charge. Led by Francisco Roldán, the rebels demanded payment in the form of land and Taíno people as slaves. The
               revolt resulted in the depopulation of the new capital city of Santo Domingo, as the
               rebels spread out across the northern region to extract food and labor from the residents.
               A civil war ensued between Roldán’s followers and those of Bartholomew Columbus. Christopher
               Columbus returned in 1498 to find the state of upheaval, which he attempted to allay
               by appointing Roldán as second-in-command in the position of alcalde (mayor), but many of the colonists continued to defy his authority. King Ferdinand
               decided to replace Columbus as governor with Francisco Bobadilla, who arrived in 1500,
               and sent Columbus and his brother home to stand trial. Columbus was acquitted of wrongdoing
               in his governorship, but forbidden to return to the colony he had founded. 
            

            
            Columbus embarked on his fourth and final voyage to the New World after his acquittal,
               which ended when his ship became stranded on Jamaica. His rescue necessitated one
               final visit to Santo Domingo en route back to Spain, where he died in poverty and
               obscurity. His reputation rebounded in the 19th century, when it became a point of
               pride for the independent Dominican Republic to identify with him. Human remains discovered
               in the cathedral in Santo Domingo were purported to be his, and a grand tomb was constructed in the
               nave to house them. A statue of him was erected in 1883 on the central plaza in front
               of the cathedral, which was renamed in his honor. The regime of Rafael Trujillo adopted and promoted for 30 years a plan first put forward in the 1920s, to build
               an enormous lighthouse to commemorate Columbus, the Faro a Colón, which the government of Joaquín Balaguer finally constructed in time for the 500th anniversary in 1992 of his first voyage.
            

            
            Although his period in power ended in failure, Columbus left a lasting and controversial
               influence on the Dominican Republic. While tourists have been lured to “the land Columbus
               loved” to see historic sites related to him, large numbers of Dominicans believe he
               left a curse on the island, and prefer not to say his name, referring to him instead
               as “the Admiral.” 
            

         

         
         	COLUMBUS, DIEGO (c. 1479–1526)

         
         	
            The son of Christopher Columbus, he ruled the colony of Santo Domingo as its third governor, and inherited the titles of admiral and viceroy of the Indies
               first held by his father. Diego Columbus is best known for building the Alcázar de Colón palace, which is now the most visited museum in the Dominican Republic. He became
               a page at the court of King Ferdinand I of Spain in 1492, and married María de Toledo, the niece of the king’s cousin, the duke of
               Alba. She went to Hispaniola with him when he succeeded Nicolás de Ovando as governor in 1509. He became the second viceroy in 1511. He clashed with the treasurer
               appointed by the king, Miguel de Pasamonte, over the allocation of Taíno people as slaves, with the restive Spanish colonists complaining that he took too
               many of them for himself. The king curtailed the viceroy’s power in 1512 by creating
               a court of appeals, the Real Audiencia, to evaluate his decisions. Columbus lost the
               power of dividing up the Taíno, called repartimiento, in 1513, when the king sent Rodrigo de Albuquerque to the colony with that authority.
               Albuquerque’s 1514 repartimiento consolidated the power of a small number of colonial officials by giving them control
               over almost half the dwindling number of surviving indigenous people. To replace their
               labor in the colonial mining operations and sugar plantations, the first Africans to be forced into slavery arrived in 1519, the year after Columbus relinquished the governorship to Diego Velásquez
               de Cuellar. Columbus retained the title of Admiral of the Indies and continued to
               live in the colony. The first rebellion of enslaved people took place in 1522 among
               Wolof people on his sugar plantation near Santo Domingo. He returned to Spain the
               following year to argue for hereditary titles and privileges for the Columbus family,
               and died there in 1526.
            

         

         
         	COMEGENTE

         
         	
            The Dominican population blamed something called the “People-eater” for a wave of
               homicidal attacks around the colony between 1790 and 1793. The Comegente assaults,
               most of them committed in the countryside, killed 29 people and injured almost as
               many more.
            

         

         
         	COMPADRAZGO

         
         	
            Godparenthood is very important in Dominican society. It establishes another sort
               of kinship tie, in which an individual or married couple takes responsibility for
               a child and forms a bond with the parents. The godparents usually have greater financial
               resources than the biological parents, and often have no family connection to them
               and to their godchildren, but they provide gifts and social connections in the event
               of the child becoming an orphan. The godparents and biological parents are known as
               compadres, or co-parents.
            

         

         
         	COMPANÍA DOMINICANA DE ELECTRICIDAD (CDE)

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	CONCHO PRIMO

         
         	
            An iconic fictional figure that represents the period of political disorder between
               the assassination of President Ramón Cáceres in 1911 and the U.S.  Marine occupation in 1916, when regional caudillos fought for power. The character is depicted wearing peasant garb and a machete, with
               a look of wily intelligence. Concho Primo is now symbolic of political corruption.
            

         

         
         	CONGRESS

         
         	
            The bicameral Dominican National Congress includes a Senate with 32 seats, one for
               each of the 31 provinces and the capital district, and a Chamber of Deputies, currently
               with 178 representatives. Constituents elect members of both houses for four-year
               terms.
            

            
            The Declaration of Independence of the Dominican Republic from Haiti in 1844 provided for representative government by designating an assembly, made up
               of 11 elected members from four provinces: Santo Domingo, Santiago or Cibao, Azua, and El Seibo. The Constitution of November 1844 established a bicameral National Congress but, pressured by the
               military under Pedro Santana, it gave the president the power to act unilaterally in an emergency. For most of its history since then,
               the Dominican Congress has been subordinate to caudillo leaders like Santana and Buenaventura Báez, and dictators such as Ulises Heureaux and Rafael Trujillo. The Constitution of 1966 gave greater power to the legislature, but still preserved
               emergency powers for the executive, allowing Joaquín Balaguer to establish an autocratic regime. The transition to democratic rule since the 1980s
               has legitimized the Congress, giving it greater authority and respect than ever before.
               
            

         

         
         	CONSTANZA

         
         	
            A town located at 1,210 m. (4,000 ft.) above sea level in the Constanza Valley of
               the Central Mountains. It was the site of an invasion attempt launched by the Movimiento de la Liberación Dominicana (Dominican Liberation Movement) on 14 June 1959. The organization purchased a Curtiss
               C-46 military transport airplane, painted Dominican Air Force markings on it, and flew a group
               of 54 Dominican exiles from eastern Cuba to a landing under fire at the military airport in Constanza. The
               Cuban pilot returned in the damaged plane as the Dominican fighters dispersed into
               the surrounding mountains. Immediately after, the Dominican Air Force bombed the area
               around Constanza for an hour and a half with a B-26 “Liberator” bomber and Vampire
               jets in an unsuccessful attempt to kill the invaders, which instead killed civilians.
               The invaders either died at the hands of local people, who received bounties from
               the Trujillo government for killing them, or the military captured, tortured, and
               imprisoned them. Two other groups from the Liberation Movement tried to come ashore
               on the north coast at Estero Hondo   and   Maimón, but the armed forces destroyed them. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	CONSTITUTION

         
         	
            Because a new constitution must be ratified each time it is changed, the Dominican
               Republic has had 38 constitutions, the most recent being the Constitution of 2010.
               The powers conferred by the various permutations of the constitution have alternated
               between authoritarian systems under caudillo rulers such Pedro Santana and Ulises Heureaux, and more representative governments such as those under Gregorio Luperón and Ramón Cáceres. 
            

            
            The first constitution was drafted during the War of Dominican Independence in 1844, after the provisional government called for delegates to be elected to a
               Constitutional Assembly, which convened in San Cristóbal. The assembly drafted a liberal constitution based on the U.S. Constitution of 1787,
               the Cadiz Constitution of Spain of 1812, and the Haitian Constitution of 1843, which prioritized the power of the
               legislative branch. But after Santana consolidated power, doing so at the expense
               of Juan Pablo Duarte   and La   Trinitaria, he insisted on wider latitude for the executive if he were to accept the presidency
               himself; at the suggestion of Tomás de Bobadilla, the assembly adopted Article 210, which granted the president the power to rule by decree in case of war. The constitution was ratified on November
               6, 1844, with Santana becoming first president. The subsequent Constitution of 1855
               dropped Article 210, but confirmed the wide discretionary and emergency powers given
               to the executive, and provided that the national assembly would elect the presidents.
               After political interests in the Cibao rose up against the government of strongman Buenaventura Báez in 1857, they promulgated the liberal Constitution of 1858, called the Constitution
               of Moca. It guaranteed civil liberties and voting rights, outlawed the death penalty, limited
               the president to two terms, and restricted the power of the military, but it lasted only seven months, as Santana restored the conservative Constitution
               of 1855 when he resumed power. The same Cibao interests that had drafted the Constitution
               of Moca tried to revive it in 1865, after the Restoration War, but supporters of Báez rebuffed their efforts. The difference between the two constitutions
               defined the two political parties of the era, with the Rojos (Reds) of Báez enforcing the Constitution of 1855 during
               its periods in power, and the Cibao-centered alliance called the Azules (Blues), led
               by Luperón, implementing the principles of the Constitution of Moca while in control.
               A new liberal Constitution of 1873, modeled on the latter, went into effect after
               Báez was overthrown. That constitution instituted the election of presidents by direct
               vote. After Luperón came to power as president in 1879, he guided through an even
               more liberal constitution, ratified in 1880, under which Archbishop Arturo Meriño was elected president for a two-year term in office. Facing a Red revolt the following
               year, Meriño suspended the constitution by decree, with Heureaux’s backing. Although
               it was put back into force when Heureaux was elected in 1882, he created a virtual
               dictatorship during his period as president, especially from 1886 until his assassination in 1899,
               reinforced by changes to the constitution made as he saw fit, including an executive-favoring
               overhaul in 1896. The Constitution of 1896 stayed in effect until Cáceres oversaw
               the adoption of the sweeping Constitution of 1908, which also allowed for a strong
               executive, but limited the presidential term to six years, and strengthened the judiciary
               to protect individual rights. It abolished the vice presidency, which had sown conspiracy;
               established a bicameral Congress with a Senate and a Chamber of Deputies; and reduced the executive authority of cabinet
               officers. Moreover, the Constitution of 1908 stripped the provincial governors of
               their military powers, ending the influence of regional caudillos and consolidating military authority in the federal government.
            

            
            During the U.S. Marine occupation that began in 1916, the Constitution of 1908 was suspended, then restored with the
               Constitution of 1924, which permitted the reestablishment of sovereignty that year,
               with Horacio Vásquez elected president for a four-year term. His supporters managed to extend his time
               in office by two years through procedural means, but when they attempted to amend
               the constitution to allow his reelection, it provoked the Revolution of 1930, which allowed Rafael Trujillo to seize power and establish a dictatorship. Under the Trujillo regime, the constitution
               became window-dressing for a totalitarian state. After his death, the constitution
               was liberally amended in 1962, then transformed in 1963 under Juan Bosch. The Constitution of 1963 guaranteed civil liberties, instituted land reform, and
               curtailed the power of the military. A conspiracy of generals led by Elías Wessin y Wessin overthrew Bosch in a coup soon afterward, suspended the constitution, and established
               rule by the Triumvirate. Liberal officers initiated a countercoup against the military government in April
               1965, aiming to bring Bosch back and restore the constitution, which turned into a
               popular uprising in Santo Domingo called the Constitutionalist Revolt. The United States intervened militarily with Operation Power Pack to prevent the Constitutionalist forces from taking power and occupied Santo Domingo
               for a year, arranging for presidential elections in 1966, which brought Trujillo’s
               former puppet president,  Joaquín Balaguer, back to the presidency. A new constitution was also promulgated in 1966, which gave
               the president emergency powers while restoring civil rights, but the latter turned
               out to be trumped by the former during the infamous Twelve Years of the Balaguer regime, from 1966 to 1978. The Constitution of 1994 was the result
               of the Pact for Democracy, negotiated to resolve the disputed presidential election of that year, won in fraudulent
               fashion by Balaguer. Its main provision allowed for another election in two years,
               rather than the usual four, and prohibited immediate reelection, to ensure that Balaguer
               would not run. Other measures permitted citizens to hold dual citizenship, as Dominican   Americans had long advocated, and instituted a new system of election balloting at polling
               places. The constitution changed the procedure for naming Supreme Court judges, and conferred lifetime tenure on all judges in an attempt to reduce corruption.
               The most controversial part of the Constitution of 2002 stated that all persons born
               in the country automatically received Dominican citizenship, regardless of ethnic
               identity or legal status. President Leonel Fernández   made it a priority of his second administration to transform the constitution, resulting
               in the current document, which went into effect on 26 January 2010, the 197th anniversary
               of Juan Pablo Duarte’s birth. The Constitution of 2010 contains many controversial
               provisions, including bans on same-sex marriage and abortion, and the rescission of
               the 2002 constitution’s guarantee of citizenship for those born on Dominican soil.
               This change to the constitution erased the legal standing of some 800,000 individuals
               from  Haiti   or of Haitian ethnicity  who currently face deportation as the result of a Supreme
               Court ruling to enforce it. 
            

         

         
         	CONSTITUTIONALIST REVOLT

         
         	
            Also called the Revolution and the Civil War of 1965, it was an uprising that took
               place in April 1965 against the military regime that had ousted President Juan Bosch in 1963, with the aim of bringing him back to power and restoring the Constitution of 1963, which had been suspended. The Constitutionalist Revolt provoked an invasion
               by the United States, ordered by President Lyndon Johnson. The invasion and occupation, supported by the
               Organization of American States, were code-named Operation Power Pack. The Constitutionalist Revolt originated with a split in the Dominican military, which divided between those who favored the Triumvirate government, led by General Elías Wessin y Wessin, and those who advocated the liberal reforms of the constitution, led by Colonel
               Francisco Caamaño Deño. The latter group organized a conspiracy to overthrow the Triumvirate, called the
               Enriquillo movement, in January 1965. The president of the Triumvirate, Donald Reid Cabral, tried to purge the armed forces of Constitutionalist officers, but there were too
               many to deal with, and in response, the plotters triggered their coup attempt on 24
               April 1965, arresting the Triumvirate at the National Palace the next day. Constitutionalist members of the Dominican Air Force dropped leaflets
               announcing the revolution on Santo Domingo, where members of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano and the June 14th Movement rose in support of the rebel military, which distributed firearms to many of them.
               Clashes ensued on 26 April between Constitutionalist troops and armed civilians on
               one side, with police and right-wing elements of the military on the other, in particular
               members of the Centro de Entrenamiento de las Fuerzas Armadas (CEFA, Armed Forces
               Training Center), the elite unit that comprised the personal bodyguards of dictator
               Rafael Trujillo. Dominican Air Force planes based at San Isidro Air Force Base, commanded by Wessin, bombed rebel-controlled sectors of the city, causing heavy
               casualties, and hit the National Palace, where the Constitutionalists had installed
               a provisional government with José Rafael Molina Ureña as president. Molina appealed
               to U.S. ambassador William Tapley Bennett to negotiate a cease-fire, but Bennett,
               angered that rebels had fired shots inside the elite Embajador Hotel, rebuffed him.
               Molina resigned on 27 April, leaving Caamaño Deño as president of the Constitutionalist
               government. The same day, Wessin ordered his corps of tanks to leave San Isidro to
               cross the Duarte Bridge into Santo Domingo to crush the revolt, but armed civilians met them with
               such force that they retreated. The Constitutionalists gained the momentum, and by
               30 April they had captured the city’s police stations and Fortaleza Ozama, the military installation containing the ancient Torre del Homenaje in the Colonial Zone of the capital. The forces opposing the Constitutionalists, mainly the military elements
               at San Isidro, became known as the Loyalists, commanded by a newly organized military
               junta with Pedro Bartolomé Benoit as president, which included Wessin. They saw their
               troop strength dwindle from some 30,000 to about 2,400 in the days following the tank
               corps’ defeat on the Duarte Bridge, but help was on the way. President Lyndon Johnson
               of the United States had determined to prevent the Constitutionalist Revolt from succeeding
               and bringing Bosch back as president, fearing the Dominican Republic would become
               “another Cuba.” He ordered an invasion of Santo Domingo to prevent the rebels’ victory,
               with the Loyalist stronghold at San Isidro being the main base for Operation Power
               Pack, which began on 30 April, and turned into a yearlong occupation. Hemmed in to
               the inner city of Santo Domingo, the Constitutionalists could do little to fight back
               against the overwhelming power brought to bear against them. In late August, as a
               provision imposed by U.S. negotiators for ending the occupation, Caamaño Deño resigned
               and left the country, and in September, the installation of a provisional government
               under President Héctor García Godoy effectively ended the Constitutionalist Revolt.
            

         

         
         	CONUCO

         
         	
            Taíno method of agriculture, which involved planting symbiotic food crops on mounds of topsoil. The crops included
               beans, which are nitrogen-fixing legumes; tubers such as yucca, yautía, batata, and cassava, which hold moisture; and several varieties of squash, which provide
               ground cover. Heaping up the dirt, rather than plowing into it, was better suited
               to the thin layer of topsoil on Hispaniola. Conuco cultivation did not require weeding and other maintenance, freeing the native people
               to live on the seashore during the growing season, harvesting seafood. Conuco applied to both the mounds and to the cleared area where the mounds were planted.
               The word conuco came into common usage in Dominican Spanish, first as a reference to a planted field,
               then as another word for a small farm. Today, the term applies to one’s personal abode,
               especially if it is in the countryside, but it can also have a slang connotation akin
               to “crib” in American English.
            

         

         
         	CORDOBÁ, FATHER PEDRO DE (1460–1525)

         
         	
            The founder and first superior of the Dominican Order of the Roman Catholic Church in the New World, as well as its first inquisitor. Cordobá opposed the encomienda system and defended Antonio Montesino and  Bartolomé  de las Casas, friars who condemned the colonists from Spain for their inhumane treatment of the Taíno people of Hispaniola. Cordobá was born in the city of Cordobá, Andalusia, and entered the Dominican Order
               at the University of Salamanca. He sailed to Santo Domingo in 1510, where he headed the small group of missionaries at St. Nicolas de Bari.
               In December 1511, the Dominican friars agreed to register their moral disapproval
               of the abuse and exploitation of the native people at the hands of the conquering
               Spanish. Cordobá chose Montesino to speak for the clerics in the form of two condemnatory
               sermons; defended him against the outraged colonists, who demanded a retraction and
               apology; and threatened to refuse Communion to anyone guilty of victimizing the Taínos.
               Before his death in Santo Domingo in 1521, Cordobá composed a catechism for use among
               the Taíno, which was one of the first books to be written in the Western Hemisphere,
               called Christian Doctrine for the Instruction of the Indians, published in Mexico City in 1544.
            

         

         
         	CORRUPTION

         
         	
            Government corruption is a long-standing problem, with much of Dominican political
               history having to do with armed factions vying for the spoils of office. During the
               colonial period, corrupt colonial officials of Spain colluded in smuggling and piracy. In the first years after independence from Spain,
               the rancher-dominated government passed laws favoring free-range grazing, to the detriment
               of farmers. Government-sanctioned gambling, including the National Lottery and cockfighting, has been notoriously corrupt. Buenaventura Báez gained a reputation for corruption during his repeated terms as president, absconding with ill-gotten funds before going into exile on more than one occasion. Perhaps the most corrupt politician of all time was Rafael Trujillo, who built an enormous personal fortune during his dictatorship by operating the country as a kleptocracy. During the Trujillo regime, the powerful
               military engaged in a wide variety of profitably corrupt practices that continued after the
               dictator’s death. Attempts by Juan Bosch to rein in corrupt officers led to the coup against him. Credible accusations of venal
               and violent corruption persisted through the Twelve Years of the Joaquín Balaguer regime, 1966–1978. Charges of corruption tainted the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano governments of Antonio Guzmán Fernández, who committed suicide near the end of his term in office, sparking rumors of corruption,
               and Salvador Jorge Blanco, who was prosecuted in absentia for corruption after leaving office, though the Supreme
               Court exonerated him of wrongdoing in 2001, concluding that Balaguer had falsely but
               effectively persecuted his political rival. While Balaguer’s later administration
               lacked the brutal corruption of the Twelve Years’ period, the military and national
               police often profited with impunity from their positions, with petty extortion becoming
               a factor in daily life. Juan Luis Guerra bemoaned the state of affairs in a song called “Acompañeme, Civil” (Come with Me,
               Civilian) about being shaken down for a bribe by a policeman after a traffic stop.
               Leonel Fernández mounted a campaign against the constant, low-grade corruption that Dominicans have
               had to deal with for decades. Leonel has been criticized for corruption, too, but
               by comparison with the past, his government has operated legitimately.
            

         

         
         	COSTUMBRISMO

         
         	
            A popular literary genre around the turn of the 20th century, it celebrated the unique
               culture of the nation. The name translates literally to “customism.” The most famous costumbristas include Pedro Francisco Bonó, Manuel de Jesús Galván, Francisco Gregorio Billini, and César Nicolás Penson. Other authors in the style of costumbrismo included the pioneering Dominican feminists Amelia Francisca Marchena y Leyba and Virginia Elena Ortea. 
            

            
            See ; .
            

         

         
         	COTUBANAMÁ

         
         	
            Cacique of Higüey, the easternmost of the five regional chiefdoms on Hispaniola in 1492, who became a symbol of Taíno resistance to the invaders from Spain. He fought on against Christopher Columbus and his forces after they had conquered the other four realms of the major caciques.
               In 1504, Governor Nicolás de Ovando ordered Juan de Esquival and Ponce de Leon to lead an expedition to defeat Cotubanamá and pacify Higüey. Cotubanamá’s demise
               has been recounted different ways: that he was captured and hanged in Santo Domingo, captured and drowned in a shipwreck en route to Spain, or killed in action on Saona.  Today, Cotubanamá is a symbol of Dominican national identity and defiance, along
               with Anacaona, Enriquillo, and Legba.
            

         

         
         	CUISINE

         
         	
            Dominican cuisine is like its music, a mixture of inheritances from the indigenous Taíno people, Spain, and Africa, along with more recent influences from the British West Indies and China.
               It is an example of the hybridization that characterizes Dominican culture. 
            

            
            The national stew,  sancocho, originated in the Canary Islands. Its most elaborate incarnation is the sancocho de siete carnes (sancocho of seven meats) of the Cibao region. The national dish is called la bandera (the flag), which consists of arroz con habichuelas (rice with beans) or guandules (pigeon peas), and some kind of meat, typically beef. Rice, which was imported from
               Africa, has long been the main staple of Dominican cuisine. A celebrated by-product
               of preparing the rice is called concón, which is the blackened layer at the bottom of the pan in which the rice cooks. 
            

            
            The Taíno people cultivated many types of tubers, including yucca, yautía, and batata, while the tuber called the ñame, often found in Dominican dishes, originated in Africa. An important staple of Dominican
               cuisine adopted from the Taíno is the starchy bread called casabe, made from cassava root, also called manioc, which is closely related to yucca, and
               was central to the diet of the Taíno people. Casabe is served with soups and stews. Cassava flour fritters, stuffed with meat and fried,
               are called catibía.
            

            
            The spices most often employed by Dominican cooks derive from the cuisine of Spain:
               Vanilla, nutmeg, and pepper are chief among them. Locrio is the Dominican version of Spanish paella, combining rice colored with native achiote instead of saffron, and cooked with stewed meat, bacalao (salted cod), or spicy sardines, in which case it is called locrio pico-pico (peppery hot).
            

            
            The Spanish introduced plantains and bananas to the island in the 16th century. Plantains are the principal ingredient in several
               characteristic Dominican preparations, such as mangú (mashed plantains), which is similar to mofongo (mashed plantains with meat), a dish that came from Puerto Rico but has become associated
               with Dominican food. Even more common are tostones, the twice-fried, flattened plantain pieces that usually accompany la bandera. Bananas are closely related to plantains, but not as starchy, even when still green.
               Known as guineos, they are served both as cooked dishes before ripening, and as sweet dishes after.
               
            

            
            The montero culture of the nation is reflected in the widespread popularity of lechón, whole suckling pig roasted over an open fire, often sold from roadside restaurants.
            

            
            A great number of Dominican specialties fall into the wide general category of frituras (fried foods), which are usually purveyed from fast-food stands or by mobile vendors
               with stands on wheels. The different types of frituras include yaniqueque (johnny cake); rosquetes de harina (a kind of donut); hojas de harina (filled, deep-fried corn leaves, as in Mexican tamales); arepitas de bacalao o maíz (fritters made with salted fish or corn); torrejas de bacalao (another kind of fish fritter); batatas fritas (French fries); tocino salado (salted bacon); and longaniza (sausage). Perhaps the most popular fried foods are chicharones de cerdo (pork rinds) and chicharones de pollo (fried chicken). When it comes to chicken, Dominicans prefer pollo criollo (creole chicken), which are free-range, dark-meat birds, to pollo blanco (white chicken), which they call the mass-produced, cage-raised, often imported product
               available in grocery stores. Creole chicken carries connotations of nationalist pride,
               and is bound up with the national sport of cockfighting, with its traditional epilogue of the losing roosters going into the stew pots of
               their disappointed owners.
            

            
            Other culinary influences originated with the cocolos  of British West Indian ancestry, whose signature dishes include funyí, a cornmeal porridge, and dumpling or dumplings. Chinese immigrants contributed chofan (fried rice), which has become very common, among other dishes, and their descendants
               operate many restaurants, which have become a familiar element of the Dominican landscape.
            

            
            Characteristic Dominican dessert foods, collectively known as dulces (sweets), include panatela (pound cake prepared in a sheet pan, often with rum), pasta de leche (sweetened milk paste), casaba rellenos de leche (cream-filled cassava flour pastries), dulces de guayaba (candy made from guava paste), and piña coco leche (pineapple-coconut cake with milk frosting).
            

            
            Bastidas, blender drinks much like “smoothies,” which combine different kinds of fruit with
               ice and milk, are a common beverage, prepared at stands like those of the fritura vendors. There are many unique potables in the country, such as boruga, a drink made from fermented milk, and the beverage called chacá, made mainly in the South from corn, milk, coconut milk, vanilla, and sugar. Perhaps the most unusual is mamajuana, a tonic concocted from herbs, medicinal roots, honey, and rum, aged for several
               months, and drunk as a curative, stimulant, digestive, and aphrodisiac. Among the
               most common beverages are beer and rum.
            

         

         
         	CUSTOMS RECEIVERSHIP, DOMINICAN

         
         	
            Organization set up by the United States to collect the Dominican national debt, which lasted from 1905 to 1947. The Dominican
               Republic went into debt with loans contracted by Ulises Heureaux with banking houses in Europe, and more loans from a U.S. corporation called the San Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC). During the chaotic period following Heureaux’s death in 1899, the Theodore
               Roosevelt administration relieved the SDIC of responsibility for the bad debt accumulated
               by the Dominican Republic, with a diplomatic agreement called the Modus Vivendi of
               1905, which was essentially an international bankruptcy proceeding, whereby the United
               States took control of Dominican finances, in the same way a court takes control of
               a bankrupt entity. The Modus Vivendi, which was finalized by the passage of the Dominican
               Republic Convention of 1907, established the Office of the Receivership of Dominican
               Customs, in order to carry out the actual collection of revenues. The receivership
               had its own border guard and revenue cutter service, whose operations against smugglers
               led to clashes and bloodshed. The intervention deepened with the Woodrow Wilson Plan, which contributed to the invasion and U.S. Marine occupation of the country in 1916. During the occupation, which lasted to 1924, the duties and
               facilities of the receivership expanded, as the U.S. military government contracted further loans that had to be serviced by the receivership,
               and built several large Customs houses at all of the country’s principal ports. After
               his rise to power in 1930, Rafael Trujillo made it a priority to pay off the national debt and eliminate the receivership. The
               administration of Franklin Roosevelt, which proclaimed a noninterventionist Good Neighbor
               Policy, cooperated in this pursuit, which Secretary of State Cordell Hull called “the
               last sore thumb” left over from the days of “gunboat diplomacy.” Hull and Trujillo
               signed the Trujillo–Hull Treaty in September 1940, by which the Dominican foreign debt was retired, and the receivership
               ended in 1947. To commemorate the event, Trujillo erected a monument to “financial
               independence” on the Malecón.
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         	DAJABÓN

         
         	
            The name of a province on the border with Haiti and its capital city. The city of Dajabón is said to have been founded on 4 July
               1776 by José Solano y Bote, a Spanish naval captain taking part in an expedition to
               mark the border between the colony of Santo Domingo and the French colony of Saint-Domingue. It became a municipality in 1864, soon before
               the grito de Capotillo took place nearby on 16 August 1865, starting the Restoration War against Spain. Dajabón Province is an arid, lightly populated area of more than one million sq.
               km (620,000 sq. mi.), but fewer than 90,000 inhabitants. It is situated on the Massacre
               River, also known as the Dajabón River, which separates Haiti from the Dominican Republic.
               The shallow river was named “massacre” for the murder of a group of Frenchmen killed
               there by Spanish colonists in 1728, and became infamous two centuries later for the
               Haitian Massacre of 1937. That event began on 2 October 1937, when the dictator Rafael   Trujillo made a speech in the town of Dajabón denouncing Haiti, which triggered the premeditated
               slaughter by the military of thousands of people of Haitian descent living in the Dominican Republic, carried
               out over the following weeks. At the time, the area that became Dajabón Province was
               part of the province of Monte Cristi, but the year after the massacre, Trujillo carved it out into a new province with
               the name Libertador (Liberator), implying that with the bloodshed there, he had liberated
               the Dominican borderlands from the Haitian threat. The province was renamed Dajabón
               in 1961, after Trujillo’s assassination. It is bordered on the north by Monte Cristi
               Province, to the east by the Cibao and Santiago Rodríguez Province, and to the south by the mountains of the Cordillera Central and the province of Elías Piña. There is still tension and occasionally violence along the border between Dominican
               patrols and Haitian immigrants, who are prohibited entry into the Dominican Republic
               under most circumstances. Dajabón, which has an estimated population of approximately
               10,000, swells in size on weekends, when Dominicans drive there in order to cross
               the bridge into the Haitian city of Ouanaminthe (Juana Méndez in Spanish), located
               directly across the river, which they are free to do, in contrast to Haitians who
               want to come to Dajabón, where they buy goods at markets filled with donated clothing.
               Commerce with Haiti and agriculture, mainly rice and bean cultivation and pork production, are the main sectors of the
               provincial economy.
            

            
         

         
         	DAMIRÓN, RAFAEL (1882–1956)

         
         	
            A novelist, journalist, essayist, poet, playwright and diplomat, he was one of the
               principal figures in Dominican literature in the early 20th century. Born in Barahona, he received his education in Santo Domingo, where he wrote for several newspapers and magazines. He helped to found several
               publications, including the cultural review Osiris (1908) and the news organs El Monitor (1912) and  El Nacional (1913). He was an editor of El Tiempo (The Times), and most importantly, of the Dominican newspaper of record, Santo Domingo’s
               Listín Diario, for which he wrote an acerbic, satirical column, which was later collected into
               a volume entitled Pimentones (1938). His most famous works include Del cesarismo (About Caesarism, 1909), La Sonrisa de Concho (Concho’s Smile, 1921), and La Cacica (The Chieftainess, 1944), a work of costumbrismo. He anthologized Dominican folkways in the volume De Soslayo (1948), collected his poetry in the volume entitled Huerto remote (1940), and his short stories in the collection Cronicas de Antaños (1949).
            

            
         

         
         	DANCE

         
         	
            A popular pursuit that plays many important roles in Dominican culture, society, and
               religion. The importance of dance is reflected in the saying “You know you’re Dominican if
               you could dance before you could walk.” The blending of various European and African
               dance forms during the colonial period reflected the associated melding of gene pools
               and cultures, resulting in hybrids. The main example of this is merengue, also a style of music, which probably fused African mereng with European contredanse to create what is now considered to be the national dance. African religious gatherings
               prominently featured dance, which subsequently became incorporated into certain Dominican
               practices of worship and divination. In secular life, dance performs essential, ubiquitous
               functions, serving as a rite of passage to adulthood, with formal steps being essential
               to a quinceañera  coming-of-age birthday party for girls turning 15, and as an agent of courtship.
               In some cases, dance styles have served as social class markers, though over time,
               some rhythms once considered to be lower class have become mainstream, as in the case
               of  bachata. Dominicans dance on many occasions, such as to celebrate holidays, birthdays, marriages,
               and the arrival of the weekend, among other reasons for a party, at a wide variety
               of venues, such as concert spaces, bodegas, private clubs, roadhouses with open-air
               dance floors, and dance clubs or discos, including one elite establishment inside
               a cave in Santo Domingo, called the Guácara Taína. 
            

            
            The availability of training in classical dance grew in 1963 with the opening of the
               Centro de Ballet Clara Elena Ramírez, founded by its namesake, who came to the country
               from Cuba that year. Ramírez’s Ballet Center trained a generation of performers, choreographers,
               and teachers, including her children, Aída and Carlos Veitía. The Escuela Nacional
               de Danza (National School of Dance) followed in 1979, established within the Ministry
               of Culture with support from the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
               Organization (UNESCO), with instruction in three dance genres: classical, folkloric,
               and contemporary. All three styles have a stage at the Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace
               of Fine Arts), which also serves as a venue for music and an art gallery. The rural dances of the past have been preserved through the work of the
               Ballet Folklórico Nacional (National Folkloric Ballet), founded in 1978 by Fradique Lizardo, which doubles as a dance school. Lizardo choreographed the ballet Atariba (1988), based on a short story about the Taíno written by Juan Bosch, to music by Julio Alberto Hernández.
            

            
            Some elements of Dominican popular dance have stayed the same, particularly the prominence
               of partners dancing in close proximity to drum-driven 2/4 and 2/2 rhythms. Other aspects
               change continually, such as the dance styles that are in vogue at any given point
               in time. The dance styles that are currently popular include regaeton, which first became a sensation in 2004, and teke, the dance craze of 2012. 
            

            
         

         
         	DANCE OF THE MILLIONS

         
         	
            Refers to the boom in the price of sugar on the world market in 1920. During that year, the release of pent-up consumer demand
               drove the price of the commodity to record highs. The surge in the price spurred further
               development of sugar cultivation in the Dominican Republic, then under the marine occupation by the United States. But the price plummeted as quickly as it had risen, ending the dance and foreshadowing
               the collapse of commodity prices during the Great Depression.
            

            
         

         
         	DE LA MAZA, ANTONIO (1912–1961)

         
         	
            One of the six assassins of the dictator Rafael Trujillo. Trujillo had ordered De la Maza’s brother Octavio to be killed as part of his cover-up
               of the kidnapping and murder of Jesús de Galíndez. De la Maza and another assassin, Juan Tomás Díaz, were gunned down as they emerged from hiding on 4 June 1961, five days after the
               assassination.
            

            
         

         
         	DE LA RENTA, OSCAR ARISTEDES (1932–2014)

         
         	
            An internationally famous and influential designer, his career began in Spain in the 1950s, blossomed in France in the 1960s, and continued actively until his death, by which time he was the long-established
               doyen of fashion in the United States. De la Renta was born in Santo Domingo, where he finished high school, then went to Madrid to study art at the age of 19. In 1956, the great couturier Cristóbal Balenciaga employed him
               to do fashion sketches, and after he moved to Paris, de la Renta found work first
               at Christian Dior and then at Lanvin. He moved to New York in 1963, where he joined the firm of Elizabeth Arden, and in 1965, he formed a partnership
               with Jane Derby, who died soon thereafter, leaving him in control of a brand that
               he greatly expanded in subsequent years. A jury of fashion editors named de la Renta
               the most significant influence on fashion in 1967 and again in 1968. His importance
               among elite social circles grew throughout the 1970s, such that in 1980, he and his
               first wife, fashion editor Françoise de Langlade, appeared on the cover of the New York Times Magazine with the headline “Living Well Is Still the Best Revenge.” De la Renta then became
               known as the designer for First Ladies, creating dresses for Nancy Reagan and Hilary
               Clinton, and befriending them and their husbands alike. His couture also gained a
               prominent place in Hollywood, with several renowned movie actresses wearing his designs
               at the Academy Awards ceremony. His business grew by 50 percent during the last eight
               years of his life, as he battled cancer, until at the time of his death, his label
               and associated enterprises had reached $150 million in annual sales.
            

            
         

         
         	DE LAS CASAS, BARTHOLOMÉ (1484–1566)

         
         	
            Known as the “Protector of the Indians,” he was a priest and author who argued against
               the abuses he documented in his famous history of the early colonization of the Americas
               by Spain, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies (1552). De las Casas came to Hispaniola in 1502 with Governor Nicolás de Ovando, becoming a landowner and slaveholder. He was ordained as a priest in 1510, just
               one year before Fray Antonio Montesino condemned the Spanish colonists for abusing the native Taíno people. In 1515, de las Casas adopted the same stance, going to Spain with Montesino
               to argue on behalf of the dwindling population of Indians. His extensive writings
               are among the best sources on late 15th- and early 16th-century Dominican history.
            

            
         

         
         	DÉCIMA

         
         	
            A poetic form featuring 10-line stanzas that was very popular in the late 19th and
               early 20th centuries. The rhyme scheme of the classic decimal is: A-B-B-A-A-C-C-D-D-C.
               Décimas could be recited or set to music, and often commented on politics and society. The
               most famous decimero was Juan Antonio Alix. His 1904 décima “Mangos bajitos” (Low-Hanging Mangos, or easy pickings), which is a long indictment
               of corruption and disorder, is one of the best-known poems in Dominican literature. Juan Luis Guerra set “Mangos bajitos” to music and released it on his album Fogaraté! in 1994.
            

            
         

         
         	DEL ORBE, GABRIEL (1888–1966)

         
         	
            A virtuoso violinist, he performed internationally from an early age, becoming a de
               facto musical ambassador for the Dominican Republic. Born in Moca, he began studying the violin with his father at the age of three. Recognized as
               a child prodigy, he toured the Caribbean at age 10, then was awarded a government
               grant to attend the Royal Conservatory in Leipzig, Germany. He went on to perform
               across Europe, Mexico, and the United States, often representing the Dominican Republic in events hosted by the country’s legations
               and embassies.
            

            
         

         
         	DELIGNE, GASTON FERNANDO (1861–1913)

         
         	
            A modernist poet considered to be one of a trinity of great poets from the late 19th
               and early 20th centuries, which includes José Joaquín Pérez and the best-known Dominican poet, Salomé Ureña de Henríquez. Deligne was known for existential philosophical themes in his work. He was born
               in Santo Domingo, then spent the second half of his life in San Pedro de Macorís, known as the Dominican Republic’s “city of poets.” He committed suicide at the age
               of 53. His most famous poem is “Angustias” (Anxieties).
            

            
         

         
         	DESERTS

         
         	
            Desertification is a major problem on Hispaniola, especially in Haiti, which is largely deforested. The Barahona Peninsula in the southwest is largely desert, as is the northwest border region near
               Monte Cristi and Dajabón.
            

            
         

         
         	DESSALINES, JEAN-JACQUE (1758–1806)

         
         	
            The leader of the Haitian Revolution during its final, successful phase, and the first
               president of the Republic of Haiti. Dessalines invaded Santo Domingo in 1803, unifying the island of Hispaniola under his rule. He sent another invasion force to consolidate control in February
               1805, which behaved brutally toward the population, sowing acrimony between the citizens
               of the Spanish side of the island and the Haitian occupiers.
            

            
         

         
         	DEVASTATIONS (OF OSORIO)

         
         	
            A campaign to depopulate the northern and western regions of Hispaniola to prevent contraband trade, carried out between 1603 and 1606. In the late 16th century, those areas gradually
               lost their access to legal markets to sell their products and purchase goods, because
               with the creation of the fleet system and the Armada de Barlovento in mid-century, Havana eclipsed Santo Domingo, with very few Spanish ships continuing to call at the colony’s peripheral ports.
               The residents of those settlements took to regularly smuggling with pirates and the
               ships of Spain’s longtime Protestant enemies, England and the Netherlands, selling them beef and
               hides. This practice violated Spain’s economic and religious laws, and began to deprive
               the more populated southern area of the colony of its supply of meat and dairy products.
               In 1594, the archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church in Santo Domingo complained to the king about the growing allegiance between the
               outlying colonists and the heretical interlopers, warning the zone would be lost to
               the Protestants if no action were taken. Baltazar López de Castro, a royal official
               who had lived in the city, described the situation as being out of control in a report
               he presented to the Council of the Indies in Seville, Spain, in 1598. López de Castro
               prescribed the drastic solution of relocating the inhabitants of the north and west,
               both free and enslaved, along with their livestock, to new settlements close to the
               capital. He said this would stop the smuggling, ensure the food supply, and increase
               royal profits by funneling the hide trade through its port. The Council of the Indies
               adopted the plan in January 1603, and in August 1604, López de Castro returned to
               Santo Domingo with the orders for Governor Antonio Osorio to carry it out. The local
               population and the cabildo (council) protested the proposal, pointing out the impossibility of moving thousands
               of heads of cattle safely through rugged terrain where bands of armed maroons made travel dangerous, and the likelihood of enslaved people running away to join
               the maroons en route. Despite these prophetic points, in February 1605 Osorio departed
               for the north in command of a force of 150 soldiers sent from Puerto Rico to carry
               out the relocations. The main targets of the program were the towns of Monte Cristi, Puerto Plata, La Yaguana, and Bayajá, where Osorio announced to residents they would have to gather
               everything they owned and leave their dwellings within 24 hours, after which all that
               remained would be put to the torch. The locals rose up against the order, an event
               called the Guaba Rebellion, which is seen as the first expression of a Dominican social
               identity formed in opposition to Spain. Led by Hernando Montoro, a cattle ranch owner
               of color, and centered on La Yaguana, the uprising received support from Dutch ships
               anchored off the western coast, and lasted several months. Osorio eventually crushed
               the rebellion, executing 70 participants, but Montoro and the other leaders escaped
               to Cuba with the Dutch. Those who remained had to leave for the two new settlements
               established in the south to accommodate them, called Monte Plata and Bayaguana, but they were prohibited from going all the way to Santo Domingo.
               Many of them died along the way or in their new environs, which proved to be unhealthy
               and undersupplied. As predicted, most of the estimated 110,000 head of cattle in the
               devastated regions evaded capture, died during transport, or were stolen by maroons.
               Only about 8,000 arrived safely to pastures that proved unable to sustain them, leading
               to even higher mortality, and subjecting the colony to depression and starvation.
               The Devastations depopulated a vast territory, which maroons and buccaneers moved quickly to occupy, renewing the lucrative contraband trade, and taking most
               of the colony out of imperial control. 
            

            
         

         
         	DÍAZ QUEZADA, JUAN TOMÁS (1905–1961)

         
         	
            Leader of the conspiracy to assassinate the dictator Rafael Trujillo, and one of the six gunmen who carried it out. From a prestigious military family, Díaz, a childhood friend of Trujillo, entered the army in 1932, rising to the rank of general. Trujillo relieved him of command and dismissed
               him from the military in 1959, inciting his covert opposition, along with co-conspirator
               Antonio de la Maza. Díaz and de la Maza went into hiding together after the assassination took place
               on 30 May 1961, but were killed five days later by security forces in a gun battle
               as they emerged onto a major street.
            

            
         

         
         	DICTATORSHIP

         
         	
            Three major dictatorships have shaped Dominican history: Ulises Heureaux, Rafael Trujillo, and Joaquín Balaguer. The early rule of other caudillo leaders, especially Rafael Santana, might also be considered to be dictatorial.
            

            
         

         
         	DISTRITO NACIONAL

         
         	
            The National District is a de facto province comprising the central parts of the sprawling capital city of Santo Domingo. Most of that metropolis is located in Santo Domingo Province, established in 2001,
               which surrounds the Distrito Nacional. The National District is delimited by two rivers, the Ozama to the east and the Isabela to the north, and by the Autopista Duarte (Duarte Highway) to the west, with the coast of the Caribbean Sea to the south. Santo
               Domingo was founded in 1502, and grew rapidly during the U.S. Marine occupation, when the city expanded to the north and west with the construction of two new main
               thoroughfares, Avenida Duarte and Avenida Mella. The population of the area swelled until 1930, when Rafael Trujillo came to power and prohibited unauthorized migration there. Also in 1930, Hurricane San Zenón devastated Santo Domingo, which was rebuilt and renamed Ciudad Trujillo
               in 1937. With Trujillo’s death in 1961, the name reverted to Santo Domingo, and the
               prohibition on internal migration ended, precipitating a demographic wave that completely
               urbanized the National District. The province has an extremely high population density,
               with 1.4 million living on 104 sq. km (40 sq. mi.).
            

            
         

         
         	“DOCTOR GREGORIO” (1864–1919)

         
         	
            Popular name for José Gregorio Hernández, an important figure in Latin American religion. He was an M.D. practicing in Venezuela who has become a revered figure throughout
               Latin America. During his life, Hernández studied for the priesthood in Italy and
               provided free medical care and medicine to the poor in Caracas. After his death, reports
               that miraculous cures had taken place after patients prayed to Dr. Gregorio led to
               his being placed on the path to sainthood. His image, that of a mustachioed man in
               a dark suit and sometimes bowler hat, is commonly seen on altars in the Dominican
               Republic, where he is a revered figure in three different faith traditions: the Roman Catholic Church,  Santería, and Espiritismo.
            

            
         

         
         
         	DOMINICAN AMERICANS

         
         	
            Members of the transnational immigrant community that identifies as both Dominican
               and American. The first and largest concentration of Dominican immigrants in the United States is in New York, but other large Dominican American communities have formed in Lawrence, Massachusetts
               (where nearly 40 percent of the population is of Dominican ancestry); Paterson, New
               Jersey; and Providence, Rhode Island, to name a few. The number of Dominican Americans
               living in the United States in 1960 was fewer than 12,000, but reached 537,000 in
               1992, and topped 1,100,000 in 2002. The U.S. Census Bureau American Community study
               in 2013 estimated the size of the Dominican American community to be 1,757,961. 
            

            
            Dominicans living abroad have been allowed to vote in Dominican presidential elections
               since 1996, a factor that weighed in favor of that year’s winning candidate Leonel Fernández, who grew up in New York and received the support of many Dominicanyorks. After years of political efforts, legislation passed by the Dominican Congress in 1997 went into effect in 2004, which granted Dominican Americans full rights to
               work, travel, and vote as citizens in both countries. Remittances sent from the United
               States are an important sector of the Dominican economy, totaling nearly $3 billion
               in 2010. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         
         	DOMINICAN CIVIL WAR OF 1965

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	DOMINICAN VESPERS

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         
         	DOMINICANYORK

         
         	
            A Dominican resident of New York, called Nueva Yol in Dominican dialect. The transnational community of Dominican   Americans is concentrated in the Washington Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, nicknamed “Quisqueya Heights.” It took root in the 1930s with a small number of exiles, but the number of Dominicanyorks swelled in the 1960s, after the assassination of
               Rafael Trujillo, who had effectively restricted immigration since coming to power in 1930. The number
               of Dominicans in New York exceeded 575,000 in 2010, according to the U.S. Census,
               but that figure is probably a low estimate. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	DOUGLASS, FREDERICK (1818–1895)

         
         	
            Great abolitionist and author in the United States, he served in the position of secretary to the Santo Domingo Commission of Inquiry, sent to investigate the prospects for its annexation in 1870.
               Douglass later served as the lead U.S. diplomat to the Dominican Republic and Haiti on a joint appointment as minister and consul-general to both, 1889–1891, residing
               in the latter country.
            

            
         

         
         	DRAKE, SIR FRANCIS (1540–1596)

         
         	
            The famous English privateer and admiral made a career of plundering Spain’s New World colonies, sacking Santo Domingo in 1586. Drake made his first voyage to the Caribbean with John Hawkins in 1563,
               then sailed on three repeat trips to the area before commanding his own expedition
               in 1572, when his forces captured Panama. He raided the west coast of South America
               during his circumnavigation of the Earth, 1577–1580. After the outbreak of open warfare
               between Spain and England in 1585, Drake returned to the Caribbean, attacking Santo
               Domingo on New Year’s Day, 1586. His forces landed at Haina, marched overland, and stormed the ancient city’s fortifications in two groups. Establishing his headquarters in the Torre del Homenaje, Drake directed his men to burn the city. The stone buildings proved difficult to
               fire, though, so after burning something less than one-third of the town, Drake accepted
               a ransom of 25,000 ducats from the population to spare the rest. 
            

            
         

         
         	DUARTE

         
         	
            A province in the northern part of the country named for the founding figure, Juan Pablo Duarte. Its capital city of San Pedro de Macorís was founded in 1774, but the province was not created until the Constitution of 1908 separated it from the province of Espaillat, its neighbor to the west, and conferred the name Pacificador (Peacemaker). It was
               rechristened in honor of Duarte in 1925. With an area of 1.6 million sq. km (618,000
               sq. mi.), it extends from the Cibao in the west, where it borders La Vega Province, almost to Samaná   Bay in the east. The mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional separate it from the province of María Trinidad Sánchez to the north, while the provinces of Monte Plata and Sánchez Ramírez adjoin it to the south. Many rivers flow through Duarte Province, most notably the Yuna, irrigating the agriculture for which the region is known, which includes cocoa, coffee, rice, and plantains. The economy also includes cattle and hog farming, along with industrial concerns that produce
               leather and dairy products, supporting a population of around 340,000.
            

            
         

         
         	DUARTE, JUAN PABLO (1813–1876)

         
         	
            The most important nationalist hero of the Dominican Republic, he was the leader of
               the Trinitaria and the central figure in the independence movement of 1844. Duarte is analogous
               to George Washington in the United States, Simón Bolívar in Venezuela, and José Martí in Cuba. Along with Francisco del Rosario Sánchez and Ramón Mella, he directed the resistance to the Haiti   occupation, which led to the War of Dominican Independence. In addition to being the principal patriotic figure, Duarte is central to Dominican
               literature for his essays and poetry.
            

            
            Duarte was born in Santo Domingo to a father from Spain and a mother from El Seibo. He excelled at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, and at the age of 15 went abroad for further education in New York, London, Paris, and Barcelona, from 1828 to 1832. He returned to Santo Domingo, which
               had been part of Haiti since 1822, and in 1836, he joined seven others to form the
               secret society called La Trinitaria, to work for the independence of the former Spanish
               colony. The group adopted the motto “God, Fatherland, and Freedom.” Duarte and others
               in La Trinitaria also established a public literary society named La Filantrópica
               (The Philanthropic), for which they wrote and staged theatrical productions, which
               presented veiled criticism of Haitian rule. After a failed attempt to revolt in 1843,
               he went into exile in Venezuela, where he drafted the Declaration of Independence that would be unveiled
               the following year. He was still in Caracas when the successful attack on the El Conde Gate in Santo Domingo took place on 27 February 1844, sparking the war for independence.
               The Liberals in the Cibao nominated Duarte to be president, but he lost out when Pedro Santana of the Conservatives took power in the capital. Santana forced Duarte back into exile
               in Venezuela in 1845, and he died there in 1876, having made only one trip back to
               his native land during the last 30 years of his life. Ulises Heureaux repatriated Duarte’s remains eight years after his death, and Rafael Trujillo entombed them beside the remains of Sánchez and Mella in a nationalist shrine called
               the “Altar of the Patria,” near the Conde Gate in Santo Domingo’s Central Park. 
            

            
            Scores of streets, buildings, and other landmarks are named for Duarte, including
               Pico Duarte in the Central Mountains, the highest mountain in the Caribbean. A public square in New York was named for
               Duarte in 1945 and contains a statue of him. His image, which is on the one-peso bill,
               has become emblematic of Dominican patriotism. His birthday, 26 January, is celebrated
               as a national holiday called Día de Duarte (Duarte Day), and his birthplace in Santo
               Domingo is now a museum.
            

            
         

         
         	DUVERGÉ, ANTONIO (1807–1855)

         
         	
            Puerto Rico–born member of the Trinitaria and general in the War of Dominican Independence, during which he became known as the “Sentinel of the Frontier.” His grandfather
               came from France, fought against the revolutionary forces in Haiti, and then settled with his family in Puerto Rico, where his grandson was born. One
               year later, in 1808, the family returned to Hispaniola, settling in El Seibo. In 1838, Duvergé joined the Trinitaria movement for Dominican independence from
               Haiti led by Juan Pablo Duarte. In 1844, after the war broke out, he became a major general, leading the Dominican
               Army at the battles of Azua, El Memiso, and El Número. Pedro Santana identified him as a rival to his power, accused him of treason, arrested him, and
               ordered his execution in 1855. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
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         	EARTHQUAKES

         
         	
            Eleven seismic fault lines cross on or near Hispaniola, including two major faults, causing frequent earthquakes. The most active area is
               the Septentrional Fault Zone in the north, which runs down the Cibao Valley. The other major fault line is the North Hispaniola Trench, which runs offshore,
               parallel to the north coast. The near proximity of the Puerto Rico Trench, where the
               North Atlantic and Caribbean tectonic plates come together, contributes to the frequency
               and severity of tremors. Severe tsunamis form in the shallow Mona Passage, near the Puerto Rico Trench, which is the deepest spot in the Atlantic, at more
               than 8 km (5 mi.).
            

            
            The first recorded earthquake occurred on 2 December 1562, estimated to have been
               9.0 on the Richter scale, which wrecked La Vega and Santiago. On 18 October 1751, an earthquake of approximately 10.0 hit the south, and an even
               more violent tremor, perhaps 11.0, devastated much of the island on 7 May 1842. The
               largest disaster caused by an earthquake in the 20th century took place on 4 August
               1946, when an earthquake of 8.0 hit the area of Samaná Bay, followed by an aftershock of 7.6 on 8 August, which together killed 100 people and
               left 20,000 more homeless in the region. Most of the dead drowned in a tsunami that
               struck near Nagua on the north coast, where waves 4–5 meters (13–16 feet) high came
               ashore, destroying the town of Matanzas. The tsunami killed a total of about 1,800
               people across the Caribbean. The tremor caused damage down the Cibao Valley to Santiago,
               and could be felt as far as Santo Domingo. At least nine earthquakes of 5.0 or greater have occurred since 1961, when a 6.6
               hit the capital. A 7.0 earthquake occurred in the area of San Juan de la Maguana in 1991, and a cluster of three struck in January 2012. The catastrophic 7.0 earthquake
               that struck Haiti in January 2010, killing approximately 316,000 people, also impacted the Dominican
               Republic, which provided aid and absorbed refugees.
            

         

         
         	ECONOMY

         
         	
            The Dominican Republic has long been an economy characterized by dependency on the
               United States, which receives 46 percent of the country’s exports and supplies 42 percent of its
               imports, and which provides about $3 billion annually in the form of remittances from
               expatriate Dominicans and Dominican   Americans. There has been an enduring unequal distribution of wealth, with nearly 40 percent
               of the GDP going to the wealthiest 10 percent, while the poorest half of the population
               receives only 20 percent. Until recently, the economy was dominated by the agriculture sector, but that has been eclipsed by both the services sector, including tourism and government employment, which now constitutes nearly two thirds of the GDP and
               employs nearly the same proportion of the labor force, and the industrial sector,
               which includes zonas francas  (free trade zones) and mining, with nearly 30 percent of the GDP and more than 20 percent of the workers. The collapse
               of the sugar industry and the decline in the tobacco market have left less than 6 percent of the GDP and 15 percent of wage-earners in
               agricultural livelihoods. Despite averaging nearly 6 percent annual growth in its
               economy from 1991 to 2012, the poverty rate in the Dominican Republic is still higher
               now, at 34 percent, than it was in 2000, and unemployment, currently at 15 percent,
               and underemployment, which is difficult to estimate but much higher, remain major
               problems.
            

            
             The early colonial economy foreshadowed two important elements of later periods of
               economic development: mining and sugarcane cultivation. A gold rush in the area of
               La Vega in 1496 dwarfed all previous gold finds in Europe, but the Spanish abandoned mining
               pursuits by 1514, due to the twin depletions of the lode and the native Taíno population, which supplied the labor. The first sugar plantation in the New World
               was established on the Ozama River near Santo Domingo, setting the precedent for all such enterprises, most importantly by employing enslaved
               Africans imported for the purpose. Sugar production remained on a small scale, however,
               until the 20th century. For the most part, the colonial economy of the 17th and 18th
               centuries was based on free-range ranching and trade with the French colony of Saint-Domingue
               on the western side of Hispaniola, which had a plantation economy that was much more prosperous than Spanish Santo
               Domingo. The Haitian Revolution (1790–1804) destroyed the wealth of the French colony,
               but brought an end to slavery in the newly independent Haiti, and the Haitian occupation (1822–1844) of the briefly independent Dominican Republic destroyed the wealth of
               a small class of elite landowners, but extended emancipation to the entire island.
               After the War of Dominican Independence, ranching interests held sway in the Dominican Republic, led by Pedro Santana, the leading general of the war, who took power in 1844. Farming suffered as a result,
               because the law was on the side of the owners of cattle and pigs that roamed destructively
               across the landscape, whether it was wild or cultivated. During the second half of
               the 19th century, however, tobacco farming literally took root in the Cibao Valley, aided by the development of the port of Puerto Plata and the construction of a railroad from Santiago to Sánchez on Samaná Bay. Much of the tobacco crop was financed and purchased by German merchants for export
               to their home country. Logging of mountain hardwoods was another export-oriented economic activity in the 19th century, with
               Azua being the principal timber port.
            

            
            New investment into the miniscule sugar industry in the late 19th century from wealthy
               Cuban and Italian immigrants spurred the first modernization and began the development
               of what would become the dominant export. The marine occupation (1916–1924) by the United States ushered in massive investment from a group of interlocking
               corporations and banks based in New York and Canada. These companies amassed enormous sugar plantations with production facilities
               called centrales, doing so at the expense of the peasantry by taking advantage of real estate laws
               enacted by the government, which required landholders to hold titles to their property.
               The sugar companies also began the practice of bringing in Haitian and West Indian
               workers, who became known as cocolos, to cut the cane. Sugar prices skyrocketed in 1920 during the so-called Dance of the Millions, resulting in profits that consolidated the mushrooming industry. In addition to fostering sugar interests, the U.S. occupation developed roads, port
               facilities, and aviation, all of which contributed to the transportation infrastructure necessary for economic development (and for political control). The
               occupation also left the country saddled with a weighty foreign banking debt, which was serviced by a U.S.-controlled Customs Receivership first put in place in 1905. The collapse of commodity prices on the world market
               that accompanied the onset of the Great Depression in 1929 sent the Dominican economy
               plunging down with it, and set the stage for the Revolution of 1930, which brought Rafael Trujillo to power. Foreign and domestic sugar corporations alike lost their autonomy during
               Trujillo’s dictatorship (1930–1961), as he gradually brought most of the Dominican
               economy, sugar included, under his direct ownership or his indirect control, through
               ownership by family members, clients of his regime, or increasingly subservient foreign
               concerns. Trujillo declared a moratorium on debt payments, then negotiated reduced
               payments until 1946, when the debt was retired, the Customs Receivership ended, and
               the Dominican peso debuted as the new national currency. The economy grew steadily
               under his stewardship, until the late 1950s, when he attempted to assassinate the
               president of Venezuela, resulting in crippling economic sanctions imposed by the Organization of American States. Trujillo’s assassination in 1961 led to a period of instability, during which aid
               funds from the Alliance for Progress helped to buoy the struggling Dominican economy. By the time of his death, Trujillo
               owned the majority of the sugar industry, which the interim Council of State government
               nationalized. Subsequent increases in world sugar prices bolstered the Dominican economy
               during the three presidential terms of Joaquín Balaguer known as the Twelve Years period (1966–1978). When sugar prices stalled and then plummeted in the 1980s, the
               Dominican economy also went into a lull.
            

            
            An economic recovery took place in the 1990s, keyed by several developments. The Balaguer
               government of 1986–1996 and the government of Leonel Fernández of 1996–2000 supported import substitution, centered on the growth of free trade
               zones (FTZs) to draw foreign investment. Within the compounds of the zonas francas, factories employ Dominican workers at wages set by the government (the equivalent
               of $129 per month in 2011), to produce textiles, electronic products, jewelry, tobacco,
               and pharmaceuticals for export. There were only six FTZs in the country in 1985, but
               20 years later there were 51, accounting for more than 60 percent of Dominican exports.
               Strategies of export diversification complemented import substitution, ranging from
               new agricultural products (house plants, flowers, cocoa) to resurgent mining enterprises (ferronickel, gold, silver, bauxite). A third major
               factor in the recovery was the emphasis on tourism and the construction and promotion
               that undergird it. Fueled by these factors, the Dominican economy averaged 7.8-percent
               growth from 1991 to 2003. But FTZ manufacturing, exports, and tourism development
               all hit hard times along with the rest of the Dominican economy in 2003, when the
               BANINTER banking crisis triggered a severe downturn and a contraction of -0.03 percent.
               
            

            
            In 2005, one year after retaking office for his second term as president (2004–2012),
               Fernández negotiated a free trade agreement with five Central American nations and
               the United States, known as CAFTA-DR, which went into effect in 2007, and attracted
               increased foreign investment in the manufacturing sector. Just as the economy was
               starting to rebound, the much deeper global financial crisis known as the Great Recession
               hit in 2008, stopping construction projects in their tracks and slowing growth again.
               In 2012, the Dominican economy grew just 3.9 percent, half of the rate it grew in
               2010. The presidential election of that year brought into office Danilo Medina, who has continued Fernández’s policies of working with the International Monetary
               Fund, combatting corruption, and reducing the government deficit to make the country an attractive climate for
               foreign investment. The results have been mixed, at best, with chronic energy shortages and major weaknesses in the electricity system being major impediments
               to more robust development.
            

         

         
         	EDUCATION

         
         	
            Santo Domingo was the cradle of education in the New World, having been the site of the first schools
               and the first university, the Universidad Santo Tomás de Aquino (St. Thomas of Aquinas University), founded
               in 1538, which became the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD). Nonetheless, the colony soon became an imperial backwater, and beyond the
               university, which attracted a limited number of students from other colonies, it offered
               few opportunities for anything more than rudimentary education throughout the colonial
               period. The best available instruction was basic parochial schooling from the few
               clergy members of the Roman Catholic Church who resided there. The Haitian occupation forced the university to close in 1823, and sent much of the Spanish elite and the
               Catholic clergy into exile, further impoverishing the state of education. After the War of Dominican Independence brought sovereignty in 1844, the leading figure in education was Francisco Gregorio Billini, who pioneered educational outreach among the poor children of Santo Domingo. Nevertheless,
               the prevalence of the subsistence lifestyle of rural peasants and monteros, and the constant conflict between the forces of rival political caudillos, prevented any significant advances in education from the time of independence until
               the dictatorship of Ulises Heureaux. But at that time, in the late 19th century, the cause of education took on fresh
               urgency, largely through the work of the liberal positivist pedagogue Eugenio María de Hostos, whose vision of broad, humanistic education as the basis for national progress appealed
               to the country’s intellectual elite. Hostos and his circle, especially Pedro Francisco Bonó, founded many new schools to espouse his principles and inculcate the liberal arts
               to a generation of leaders, and he teamed with Salomé Ureña de Henríquez to open the first school for young women. Through their efforts, by 1900, public education was free, theoretically mandatory,
               and available to both boys and girls, and more than 5,000 pupils had enrolled in formal
               education. From 1905 to 1911, the progressive administration of President Ramón Cáceres promoted national education with the construction of more than 300 schools, bringing
               the number from around 200 to more than 500.
            

            
             When the U.S. Marine occupation began in 1916, the adult literacy rate was around 10 percent, and no more than 18,000
               of nearly 200,000 school-age children were enrolled in some sort of school, most of
               those in urban areas, with attendance as low as 40 percent. Only in the capital and
               in Santiago was education beyond the primary grades available. The military government appointed
               a commission of six prominent Dominicans, led by Julio Ortega Frier, to make recommendations,
               which resulted in a new code of education comprising six laws that overhauled all
               levels of education. By 1920, nearly half of all children were enrolled in schools,
               with an attendance rate of nearly 85 percent, and nearly half of those were in rural
               areas, where the number of schools had gone from 30 to 647. But by the end of the
               occupation in 1924, enrollment was back to half of what it had been in 1920, and many
               of the new schools had closed their doors, due to low teacher salaries, lax oversight,
               and drastically reduced resources, which were the result of ongoing financial crises
               at the federal level. The administration of Horacio Vásquez faced the same challenges of debt and dysfunction in the national economy, which stagnated along with the state of education.
            

            
            During the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, the education system, like all other institutions of Dominican society and culture,
               became part of the interlocking political apparatus of a totalitarian state, and was
               put to the service of a cult of personality. Within two years of coming to power in
               the spurious Revolution of 1930, Trujillo had introduced into the curriculum of the nation’s primary schools the
               “Cartilla Cívica” (Civic Primer), which instructed children to inform on enemies of
               the state, and by the end of the decade, pupils in Dominican schools at all levels
               performed the “Trujillo Salute” and pledged their allegiance to him. Trujillo was
               not interested in the liberal arts espoused by Hostos, preferring vocational training,
               as he made clear in a speech to teachers in 1933. Although he opened a school of agriculture soon after coming to power, by the end of his first administration in 1934, there
               were actually fewer schools than there had been four years before, and a lower percentage
               of the national budget was devoted to education. The literacy rate in 1938 was only
               around 20 percent, reaching 43 percent by 1950. The government staged a widely publicized
               literacy campaign in 1955, timed to coincide with the international “Feria de la Paz” (Peace Fair) in Santo Domingo, which was in turn part of a campaign to
               increase foreign tourism. But like the Peace Fair, the trujillista literacy campaign resulted more in public adoration for the dictator than in educational
               progress. Trujillo also converted the curriculum of the University of Santo Domingo
               into an exercise in panegyric.
            

            
            The end of complete political repression that came with Trujillo’s assassination in
               1961 led to an intellectual flowering at the level of higher education, particularly
               at the recently renamed Autonomous University of Santo Domingo, but the economic and
               political instability of the 1960s impeded the development of education at other levels.
               During his presidencies from 1966 to 1978 and from 1986 to 1996, Joaquín Balaguer (who served as secretary of education in the Trujillo regime in the 1950s) opened
               many new schools as part of his ambitious public works program, but these amounted
               to window-dressing, as the overall rate of enrollment did not increase. Nor did the
               rate increase during the two intervening administrations of Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) presidents from 1978 to 1986, which were overwhelmed by financial crises.
            

            
            Three new cabinet-level positions in education came into being during the first administration
               of Leonel Fernández of the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD, Dominican Liberation Party), elected in 1996. The Ley General de Educación
               (General Education Law) of 1997 created the position of secretary of state for education
               and culture, with a portfolio covering elementary and secondary public education.
               Another law in 2000 put art schools, artisanal schools, and schools of cultural studies under a separate secretary
               of state for culture. Under legislation passed in 2001, a special secretary of higher
               education, science, and technology has purview over the university system. In 2000,
               there were 31 institutions of higher education, enrolling approximately 245,000 students;
               there are currently 50 such colleges and universities, with nearly 400,000 students
               enrolled.
            

            
            The adult literacy rate in the Dominican Republic is 85 percent, despite the fact
               that the country currently has one of the worst education systems in the world, according
               to a 2014 German study. The government spends less tax money on public education than
               any other Latin American country, with the amount shrinking from a paltry 2.6 percent
               of its GDP in 2000 (equal to just over 16 percent of the federal budget) to 1.9 percent
               of the GDP in 2011 (barely 10 percent of the budget). In 2012, President Danilo Medina joined the other candidates in a campaign promise to double spending on education,
               which he has fulfilled since taking office, boosting expenditures to more than 4 percent
               of the GDP. With approximately 2.6 million students and 45,000 teachers in 7,000 schools
               with 20,500 classrooms, the facilities and the staff are overwhelmed. More than two
               thirds of the schools have more than 500 students, with a pupil to teacher ratio of
               78:1. About half of the children who enroll in formal education complete the fourth
               grade; 22 percent of them make it through eighth grade; and the national high school
               enrollment rate is 10 percent. A study by the United States Agency for International Development found that the faculty understood 42 percent
               of the subject matter they were supposed to be teaching. Teacher salaries average
               $344 per month, offering little incentive to increase the pool of available instructors.
               Research showed that Dominican students spent less than two and a half hours out of
               the five-hour school day actually engaged in learning. For these reasons, the Medina
               administration has pledged to build 28,000 new classrooms in two years, and has begun
               the transition to an eight-hour school day. Despite the fact that public schooling
               is free for children from ages 7 to 14, the weakness of the public school system has
               resulted in a large number of private schools that charge tuition fees, many of them
               operated by the Roman Catholic Church and other religious institutions. Private schools enroll 15 percent of the country’s primary students
               and 22 percent of its secondary students, a large percentage of them among children
               of the gente de primera  and well-to-do Dominican   Americans. Private schools dominate the educational landscape in Santo Domingo, where 72 percent
               of the schools are private and enroll more than half the students.
            

            
             Art education in the country dates to 1885, when the Spanish painter Juan Fernández
               Corredor began offering classes in painting and drawing in the capital. The Escuela
               Pública Municipal de Dibujo (Municipal Public Drawing School) opened there in 1890.
               The multimedia artist Abelardo Rodríguez Urdaneta opened the Academia de Dibujo, Pintura
               y Escultura (Academy of Drawing, Painting, and Sculpture) in 1908, directing it until
               1933. Celeste Woss y Gil ran another art academy in Santo Domingo, while the painter
               Yoryi Morel operated one in Santiago, and Enrique García Godoy ran one in La Vega. The establishment of the Escuela Nacional de Bellas Artes (National School of Fine
               Arts), with a faculty of accomplished émigré artists from Europe, greatly elevated
               artistic training. The government’s Dirección General de Bellas Arts (General Directorate
               of Fine Arts) administers five art schools at the provincial level. There is also
               a private art academy at the Altos de Chavón (Chavón River Bluffs) cultural complex
               near La Romana. At the graduate level, UASD offers a doctorate in fine arts.
            

         

         
         	EL CONDE

         
         	
            The Spanish word for “Count,” it refers to two important sites in Santo Domingo: La Puerta del Conde (the Gate of the Count) in the city walls, and La Calle El Conde
               (Count Street), which runs from the Gate of the Count to the square in front of the
               cathedral, then to the San Diego Gate on the Ozama River. Both El Conde Gate and El Conde Street were named for Don Bernardino de Meneses
               y Bracamonte, the Count of Peñalva, who was captain-general in 1655. Meneses arrived
               in Santo Domingo while the city was under siege by the British forces of General William
               Penn and Admiral Robert Venables. With Meneses in command, the defenders broke the
               siege. After that close call, the count ordered the city walls to be expanded and
               strengthened, including a major bastion to be constructed around the main gate on
               the landward side of the town. Meneses died soon after, but the bastion became known
               as El Baluarte del Conde, the gate it defended as La Puerta del Conde, and the street
               originating there as La Calle El Conde. Today the area of the bastion is Parque Independencia,
               because the Trinitaria movement launched the War of Dominican Independence with an assault on the El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844. The leaders of the Trinitaria—Juan Pablo Duarte, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and Ramón Mella, who are considered the founding fathers of the country—are interred nearby in the
               Altar de la Patria. El Conde Street is the oldest commercial district in the country
               and is still very popular, especially with tourists, although many businesses recently
               have closed. The large shopping centers that have opened in the suburbs of the capital
               have attracted customers away from the El Conde, in the heart of the Colonial Zone. Now the most iconic structure in the history of the country, the Conde Gate appears
               on the reverse of the 100-peso bill, with Duarte, Sánchez, and Mella on the front.
               
            

            
             See also ; .
            

         

         
         	EL NÚMERO, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            One of the last battles in the War of Dominican Independence, fought near Azua on 17 April 1849, it ended the invasion by Haiti ordered by Emperor Faustín Soulouque. A detachment of Pedro Santana’s Dominican Army of the South, led by Antonio Duvergé, defeated a force of Haitians under the command of General Jean Francois Jeannot.
               Four days later, the Dominicans were victorious at the battle of Las Carreras, the climactic battle of the war.
            

         

         
         	EL SEIBO

         
         	
            A coastal province in the eastern region of the country, it was one of the original provinces at the
               time of independence in 1844. Its inland capital is Santa Cruz del Seibo, founded
               in 1506 by Juan de Esquival. Its second city is Miches, on the Atlantic coast, which is the launching point for
               the majority of yolas, the boats emigrants take to sea trying to cross the nearby Mona Passage to reach Puerto Rico. El Seibo is also known for beef production; it was the home
               base for the cattle-ranching caudillo leader Pedro Santana. The lightly populated region has an area nearly 1.7 million sq. km (656,000 sq.
               mi.), but a population of less than 90,000. The land is made up mostly of coastal
               plains stretching from the scenic Atlantic seashore in the north to the Caribbean
               lowlands in the south, where it abuts the provinces of San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, while La Altagracia Province borders it to the east. To the west, the mountains of the Cordillera Oriental rise from the ranchlands, where El Seibo borders Hato Mayor. The Soco and Chavón are two of the more notable rivers among the many that water the province.
            

         

         
         	ELÍAS PIÑA

         
         	
            A province on the border with Haiti. The capital city of Comendador was founded as Santa Teresa de Comendador in 1868,
               in an area then known as Las Matas de Farfán, part of the province of Azua. The town was renamed Elías Piña in 1930 for a hero of the War of Dominican Independence who was born nearby and killed in action at Bánica on the border in 1845. When the
               dictator Rafael Trujillo created the new province of San Rafael in honor of himself 1943, Elías Piña became
               its capital. After Trujillo’s assassination in 1961, San Rafael Province became Elías
               Piña Province. It is separated from Haiti to the northwest by the Artibonite River, which bisects the province on its course from the San Juan Valley to the east. The mountains of the Cordillera Central lie to the north, along the border with the provinces of
               Dajabón and Santiago Rodríguez, while the Sierra de Neiba lies to the south, on the border with Independencia Province, near to the valley known as Hondo Valle (Deep Valley). Elías Piña Province
               contains less than one percent of the population, fewer than 70,000, spread across
               more than 1.4 million sq. km (870,000 sq. mi.), most of them engaged in small-scale
               agriculture raising foodstuffs and some coffee, along with some livestock husbandry. Comendador, with fewer than 45,000 residents,
               is central to the provincial economy, due to its border crossing to the Haitian town of Belladère.
            

         

         
         	ENERGY

         
         	
            Chronic energy shortages have long been a fact of life in the Dominican Republic.
               The lack of an adequate, affordable, and reliable source of energy—which has inhibited
               the development of industry and agriculture, has weighed heavily on the economy, and has inconvenienced businesses and households for a half century—shows no signs
               of going away. The country has no oil, natural gas, or coal resources of its own,
               yet 86 percent of its energy consumption comes from fossil fuels. Only 14 percent
               is supplied by hydroelectric production, and virtually none comes from wind or solar
               power.
            

            
             For centuries, almost all of the energy needs of the country were supplied by applying
               human muscle (free and enslaved), harnessing livestock, hoisting sails, and burning
               things: wood and charcoal for heat, whale oil and kerosene for illumination. In the
               late 19th century, steam engines arrived in the form of modern sugar mills, which accelerated the cultivation of what would soon be the major crop and
               source of national income, and steamships, which linked the nation to foreign markets
               and influences with greater frequency, capacity, and reliability. Electricity came
               to Santo Domingo in the 1890s with the encouragement of Ulises Heureaux, and spread to other cities such as Santiago and Puerto Plata. The U.S.  Marine occupation and the long dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo that followed it both augmented the energy infrastructure, with the construction
               of electrical power generating plants and an expanding electrical grid. The military
               government facilitated the creation of the United States–owned Compañía Dominicana de Electricidad (CDE, Dominican Electricity Company), which
               the Dominican government acquired in 1955. 
            

            
            The production of power began to lag behind demand in the 1970s, as the embargo imposed
               by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries caused the price of petroleum
               to skyrocket. Joaquín Balaguer, like Rafael Trujillo before him, built dams for hydroelectric production, but these
               proved inadequate to the task, as water supplies in Dominican rivers are perpetually low. Disintegrating infrastructure contributed to the problem, leading
               to a series of crises in the 1980s. Blackouts called apagones lasting most of the day became commonplace, especially in the countryside and small
               towns. The Leonel Fernández administration broke up the dysfunctional state-owned electric company in 1997–1998
               as part of its privatization policies. CDE’s power generating functions became three
               separate private enterprises: the Empresa Generadora de Electricidad (EGE, Electricity
               Generating Enterprise), and its large plants at Haina and Itabo. CDE’s distribution now functions as three private companies, each called
               an Empresa Distribuidora Electricidad (Energy Distributing Enterprise), abbreviated
               to “Ede”: Ede North, Ede South, and Ede East. The largest coastal cities have floating
               power stations anchored in their ports, such as the Ozama River at Santo Domingo, and the Higuamo River at San Pedro de Macorís. Nearly 20 dams are capable of hydroelectric power production, the largest of them
               being the Hatillo Dam on the Yuna River, the Monción Dam on the Mao River, and the
               Sabana Yegua Dam on the Yaque del Sur River. In 2007, the national Renewable Energy
               Law set up incentives to encourage hydroelectricity and wind power, although the latter
               means of production has actually declined in the last decade. 
            

            
            Common citizens became adept at illegally tapping into the power grid. By 2007, the
               rate of loss of electricity was 40 percent, which is the third-highest national rate
               of loss in the world. In autumn 2008, by which time less than 50 percent of the almost
               2,000 megawatts of power needed daily were being supplied, regular blackouts lasting
               nearly 24 hours led to protests that sometimes turned violent  and  to  traffic jams
               across the country. On 16 February 2010, the lights went out in the  National Palace   itself, disrupting a ceremony being held by President Fernández. In response to
               the blackout crisis, Fernández initiated the Programa para Reducción de Apagados (Blackouts
               Reduction Program), which enrolled 600,000 households as of June 2010, toward the
               goal of eliminating blackouts by 2012. While the outages have decreased, they remain
               a familiar problem for Dominicans. The energy-dependent nation imports nearly 100
               percent of its oil and natural gas needs (aside from producing 61 barrels of petroleum
               daily!), including more than 122,000 barrels of oil and oil products daily, and 930,000
               cubic meters of natural gas. The carbon dioxide emissions from energy consumption
               annually equal more than 20.6 metric tons, which is a major cause of damage to the
               environment. 
            

         

         
         	ENRIQUILLO

         
         	
            A chief and nephew of the iconic Queen Anacaona, he was the leader of a revolt of Taíno Indians against the Spanish, which lasted from 1520 to 1532. Enriquillo’s father
               was one of Anacaona’s retinue, who were all killed by the Spanish at a purported peace
               negotiation in Jaragua in 1502. Despite his studies with Bartolomé  de las Casas and conversion to the Roman Catholic Church, Enriquillo was forced into involuntary servitude, along with his people, under the
               encomienda system. His master raped his wife, prompting him to lead a revolt against the system
               of forced work and personal abuse. Enriquillo and his followers eluded and occasionally
               clashed with the Spanish for 12 years, living in virtual autonomy in the southwest
               region, around the largest lake in the country, later named Lago Enriquillo. Enriquillo finally won a settlement from the Spanish authorities and subsequently
               moved to Santo Domingo, where he died of natural causes. His experience was an exception to the historical
               rule of Taíno capitulation, enslavement, and eventual extermination. As a result,
               Enriquillo is a modern symbol of strength and national pride. His statue stands outside
               the Museo del Hombre Dominicano (Museum of Dominican Man) in Santo Domingo, along with statues of Lemba and Bartolomé de las Casas. The highest rank in the Dominican Boy Scouts is that
               of “Enriquillo Scout.”
            

         

         
         	ENVIRONMENT

         
         	
            The diverse Dominican environment varies in topography from mountains to fertile valleys such as the Cibao, alluvial coastal zones, deserts such as the one around Lago Enriquillo, and swamps, such as Los Haiteses. The culture and agriculture of the indigenous Taíno people did not heavily impact the environment of the island of Hispaniola, which was home to an estimated 6,000 plant and animal species prior to the arrival
               of Christopher Columbus and his followers from Spain in 1492. From then on, the island, and the New World in general, has been subject
               to a massive biological exchange, with countless invasive species altering the environment
               at the most basic levels. The arrival of large, hooved mammals spelled destruction
               for fragile environments that could not withstand the onslaught of large herds of
               feral cattle and pigs. Among the most important plant species introduced during the
               colonial period were sugar, cocoa, coffee, bananas, and plantains. Plantation cultivation of these and other commodities did not take hold in the Spanish
               colony of Santo Domingo the way it did in the neighboring French colony that became Haiti, leaving the environment less heavily impacted, with the colonial economy based on free-range husbandry and logging. Ranching remained paramount in influence
               during the early national period. In the later 19th century, tobacco cultivation altered the environment of the Cibao, but in a less deleterious way than
               the sugar industry, which claimed virgin forests of tropical hardwoods, in particular
               mahogany, in its expansion across large swaths of the country. The exploitation of the nation’s
               timber resources reached its peak during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, which passed the Ley de Caza (Hunting Law) in 1931 to force the population of monteros  off the land and open it for logging. The Trujillo family owned operations that
               harvested enormous tracts of virgin hardwoods for export, to pay off the national
               debt and to enrich themselves. By the end of the regime in 1961, deforestation was
               a major threat to the environment, with a United Nations study warning two years later
               that lumbering operations could denude the country entirely. To counteract this, the
               government of Joaquín Balaguer began to end large-scale logging in the late 1960s, protecting forested areas with
               legislation and converting the Dominican Republic from a wood exporter to an importer.
               In 1974, the Directory of National Parks was created to administer the protected areas as a system of federally owned public
               parks. The effort to preserve the unique features of the environment, partly to boost
               ecological tourism, received a powerful boost in 2000, with the passage of the sweeping Ley de Medio
               Ambiente y Recursos Nacionales (Law of the Environment and Natural Resources), which
               created a cabinet-level secretary of state for the environment and natural resources,
               established a new Sistema Nacional de Áreas Protegidas (National System of Protected
               Areas) to oversee the national parks and the increasing number of special ecological
               protection zones, and strengthened regulations on fishing, hunting, and logging. The
               long-term effect has been that the Dominican Republic has remained relatively green,
               whether in a forested or a cultivated state, while Haiti has been subject to extreme
               deforestation and erosion. Still, only about 16 percent of Dominican territory is
               arable land. Part of this is due to the recent environmental history of the Dominican
               Republic, which has been marked by uncontrolled urbanization and unregulated industry. As a result, pollution threatens to degrade the environment further. With 86 percent
               of the country’s energy needs satisfied by fossil fuel, most of it burned for transportation and in electrical
               generating plants, more than 20.6 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions
               go into the environment annually. The industrial port city of Haina is one of the most polluted places on Earth, offering a potential vision of what
               the future might hold unless greater efforts are taken to find cleaner methods to
               produce energy and manufacture goods.
            

         

         
         	ESPAILLAT

         
         	
            A province straddling the mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional, the capital of which is Moca. It was established in 1885 and named for Ulises Francisco Espaillat. It has an area of nearly 840,000 sq. km (324,000 sq. mi.) and a population of around
               225,000. It borders the Atlantic Ocean to the north, flanked by Puerto Plata province to the west and María Trinidad Sánchez Province to the east, and the Cibao provinces of Santiago, La Vega, and Salcedo in the south. Its economy combines agriculture, the production of pork and poultry, and the furniture industry.
            

         

         
         	ESPAILLAT, ULISES FRANCISCO (1823–1878)

         
         	
            Author and intellectual who served in many government positions, including as president in 1876, remembered for his progressive policies and writings. Espaillat Province in the north, which includes the city of Moca in the Cibao and a stretch of ocean coastline, is named for him. Born in Santiago, he worked there as a pharmacist until becoming involved in the Revolution of 1857
               against Buenaventura Báez, serving as minister of the police and interior in the revolutionary provisional government in 1858. He opposed the
               annexation to Spain, going into exile briefly before returning to fight in the Restoration War alongside José María Cabral and Gregorio Luperón. During this time, Espaillat wrote essays in support of the cause of Dominican sovereignty
               and solidarity. He served as minister of foreign relations during the presidency of
               José Antonio “Pepillo” Salcedo, 1863–1864, as vice president under Gaspar Polanco, 1864–1865, and as the head of three ministries in Cabral’s cabinet, 1866–1868: foreign
               relations, justice, and public instruction. Espaillat was elected president with Luperón’s
               backing, taking office in April 1876, then attempted to carry out policies that set
               him apart from other presidents. He targeted government corruption and abuse of power, reduced the salaries of high government officials (including
               his own), allowed freedom of the press, and halted capital punishment. But Espaillat
               found it impossible to govern due to the government’s banking crisis and the constant fighting between Cabral’s Blue Party and the Red Party of
               Buenaventura Báez, leading him to resign from office on 5 October 1876. He died in
               Santiago on 25 April 1878. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	ESPAÑA BOBA

         
         	
            Refers to the period of Spanish colonial rule from the end of the War of the Spanish
               Reconquest from France in 1809 to 1821, when the colony of Santo Domingo declared its independence from Spain. Spain ceded the colony to France in the Peace of Basel in 1795, but the area did not change hands until forces from Haiti under the command of Toussaint Louverture occupied it in 1800. A French army retook control of the Spanish side of the island
               in 1802, then in turn they were expelled by Dominican ground troops and British naval
               forces in the War of the Spanish Reconquest, 1808–1809. The resumption of Spanish
               administration brought about conflict with the Dominican population, especially after
               1814, when King Ferdinand VII abrogated the Spanish constitution, giving greater power to his colonial officials. Soon after, Captain-General Carlos
               de Urrutia y Montoya decreed a long list of new laws collectively called the Bando del Buen Gobierno (Edict of Good Government), which outlawed many common practices and greatly increased
               the friction with the local population. Resistance to Spanish authority mounted until
               1821, when the nationalist movement led by José Núñez de Cáceres, himself a former high-ranking colonial official, succeeded in gaining independence
               from Spain. Haiti invaded the new country two months later, beginning an occupation that would last
               until the 1844 War of Dominican Independence.
            

         

         
         	ESPIRITISMO

         
         	
            The Dominican religion of Espiritismo is based on Spiritism, a school of belief set forth in France in the mid-19th century
               by Allan Kardec, who was the author of The Spirits’ Book (1857), The Mediums’ Book (1861), and The Gospel According to Spiritism (1864). Spiritism became popular across Europe and spread to Cuba, Puerto Rico, and
               the Dominican Republic in the late 19th century. Both Spiritism and Espiritismo are characterized by trances and the guidance of mediums, but in the Dominican Republic,
               it became a fusion of practices similar to vodú, from Haiti, which is itself closely related to Santería. Espiritismo is more common among middle- and upper-class people, whereas Santería is more prevalent among those in the working classes. Practitioners of Espiritismo typically assemble eclectic altars that comprise crosses, images of Roman Catholic saints who also have West African identities, crystal balls, vases of flowers, scarves
               in different meaningful colors, and the important figure of “Doctor Gregorio.” Dominican Espiritismo bears a strong resemblance to the Brazilian religious tradition of Umbanda.
            

         

         
         	ESQUIVEL, JUAN DE (?–1513)

         
         	
            Esquivel, born in Seville, Spain, accompanied Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in Hispaniola in 1493. When the Taíno people in the cacicazgo (chiefdom) of Higüey rebelled against Spanish rule in 1503, colonial Governor Nicolás de Ovando put Esquivel in command of the expedition to put down the revolt. Esquivel carried
               out a violent military campaign, capturing and killing untold numbers of the native inhabitants, including
               Cotubanamá, the cacique (chief). Esquivel died in Jamaica after leading the conquest of that island.
            

         

         
         	ESTERO HONDO AND MAIMÓN

         
         	
            Inlets on the north coast where members of the Movimiento de la Liberación Dominicana attempted invasion landings by sea in June 1959, in tandem with an attack on Constanza. The Dominican armed forces, informed of the approach of two boats with 48 Dominican
               fighters aboard, attacked them with warplanes and artillery, sinking both vessels
               and killing everyone aboard, as well as an untold number of civilians on shore. The
               invasion attempts inspired the formation of the revolutionary June 14th Movement.
            

         

         
         	ESTRELLA SADHALÁ, SALVADOR (1919–1961)

         
         	
            One of the six assassins of Rafael Trujillo, in whose house the conspirators held their meetings. Nicknamed “El Turco” (the Turk),
               he determined to take action against the dictator after the murder of the Mirabal sisters. He was captured on 4 June 1961, five days after the assassination, and mercilessly
               tortured until 18 November, when Ramfis Trujillo murdered him and five other accused conspirators.
            

         

         
         	ESTRELLA UREÑA, RAFAEL (1889–1945)

         
         	
            The principal collaborator with Rafael Trujillo in the Revolution of 1930, he served briefly as provisional president afterward, and as vice president at the outset of the Trujillo dictatorship. Born in Santiago, Estrella Ureña moved to Santo Domingo and received his education at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, where he studied law and became a devotee of the doctrine of Eugenio María de Hostos. He served as minister of justice and public instruction under President Horacio Vásquez, but then conspired to displace him. Estrella Ureña mustered support for a liberal
               revolution in the Cibao and led a group of armed followers to the capital, in collusion with the Dominican
               military under Trujillo, which offered no resistance. His forces entered Santo Domingo on Dominican
               Independence Day, 27 February 1930, forcing Vásquez to resign. Estrella Ureña served as provisional
               president in the lead up to the election of May 1930, then agreed to run as vice president
               on the ticket with Trujillo, who triumphed easily after a violent campaign and fraudulent
               election. Estrella Ureña quickly became discomfited as vice president in a dictatorship,
               renounced his position, and left for Cuba. He later reconciled with the Trujillo regime,
               returning to serve as a Supreme Court justice in his last years.
            

         

         
         	EXILES

         
         	
            Political exile, both forced and voluntary, has been a common practice in Dominican
               history. The first involuntary exile was Christopher Columbus, who was sent away from the colony of Santo Domingo that he had founded by new governor Francisco de Bobadilla after the revolt led by
               Francisco Roldán; though exonerated in Spain of the charges of government mismanagement made against him, Columbus was not permitted
               to return. The first massive exile came with the invasion by Toussaint Louverture in 1800, and again after the invasion led by Jean Pierre Boyer in 1822, as many Dominicans fled rule by Haiti. The founder of the Trinitaria independence movement, Juan Pablo Duarte, was forced into exile in Venezuela, where he was when the War of Dominican Independence broke out in February 1844. During the long internecine conflicts and civil wars of the 19th century, which pitted caudillo-led political parties known as Blues, Reds, and Greens against each other, members of the losing factions
               often went into exile. For instance, Buenaventura Báez, leader of the Red Party, did so repeatedly between his presidencies. Ulises Heureaux hounded his opponents into exile in the 1880s and 1890s, keeping tabs on them while
               they were abroad. A number of nationalists expatriated themselves during the U.S.
               Marine occupation (1916–1924), including deposed president Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal. The flow of exiles increased during the military regime of Rafael Trujillo, beginning immediately after he took power in 1930. The first wave of exiles to flee
               included several high-profile figures, including the ousted president Horacio Vásquez (himself a former exile) and the newly installed vice president Rafael Estrella Ureña. Also among the early exiles were many young political opponents of the dictatorship. Some of them, including Juan Bosch, formed the Revolutionary Party, the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), to publicize the brutality of Trujillo’s rule. In reprisal, the dictator lashed
               out at his critics in exile, with murders carried out in New York (Sergio Bencosme in 1935), Mexico City (labor leader Mauricio Báez in 1950), and Havana, Cuba (José Almoína in 1960), among others. Exiles organized
               ill-fated invasion attempts to topple Trujillo, the first of which took place at Luperón in 1946 and ended in failure. On June 14, 1959, exiles launched three separate landings,
               one by air and two by sea, at Constanza, Maimón   and   Estero Hondo, which met the same fate, but inspired the opposition organization called the June 14th Movement within the Dominican Republic. After Trujillo’s death in May 1961, his family went
               into exile, taking the dictator’s body, his enormous yacht, and millions of dollars
               in assets with them. Trujillo’s protégé,  Joaquín Balaguer, extensively employed the tactic of forcing opponents into exile during the period
               called the Twelve Years, often denying them reentry at the airport when they returned to the country after
               being abroad for other reasons.
            

         

         
         	EXQUEMELIN, ALEXANDER (c. 1645–1707)

         
         	
            Author of American Sea Rovers (Amsterdam, 1678), which is among the most authoritative first-person accounts of
               Caribbean piracy and the buccaneers of Hispaniola in the 17th century. He went to Tortuga with the French West Indies Company in 1666,
               and stayed three years.
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         	FAIRS

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	FARO A COLÓN

         
         	
            The Columbus Lighthouse is a monument constructed in Santo Domingo to commemorate the 500th anniversary in 1992 of the arrival of Christopher Columbus. The idea for the lighthouse, to serve as a tomb for the admiral and a symbol of
               Pan-American unity, originated in the 1920s, and was adopted in a resolution at the
               Pan American Union Conference in Havana in 1928. The regime of Rafael Trujillo promoted the Faro idea and sponsored an architectural competition in 1937, judged
               by Frank Lloyd Wright and Eliel Saarinen, which English architect J. L Gleave won
               with his design for a giant recumbent cross. The international funding effort stalled
               during the infamous Trujillo dictatorship, but his protégé,  Joaquín Balaguer, revived the plan, bringing it to culmination in time for the 1992 quincentennial.
               The construction of the Faro a Colón required the demolition of the Las Américas neighborhood
               and the displacement of its residents, and after its completion, the lighthouse rarely
               lit up the sky as it was designed to, because of chronic energy shortages. It became emblematic of the misplaced priorities of the Balaguer administration.
               
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	FELIZ MIRANDA, FRANK (1901–1954 )

         
         	
            The first Dominican aviator. From Azua, Feliz Miranda was one of the first officers of the Fuerza Aérea Dominicana (AED,
               Dominican Air Force), established in 1928. The dictator Rafael Trujillo sent the first group of pilots, including Feliz Miranda, to be trained in Cuba in
               1930. Commissioned as a lieutenant in 1932, Feliz Miranda rose to command the air
               force in 1934, adding passenger transport and mail delivery to its missions, and initiating
               commercial aviation in the country, which would become Dominicana de Aviación, or Dominicana Airlines,
               in 1944. He took part in the Vuelo Panamericana, the Pan American Flight, along with
               three Cuban pilots in 1937 to publicize the Faro a Colón, the Columbus Lighthouse project in Santo Domingo. The other pilots crashed and perished in a storm, but Feliz Miranda survived, becoming
               a heroic figure celebrated by the Trujillo regime. He remained a major figure in the
               military, rising to the rank of general. The Dominican Air Academy, created in 1983, is officially
               titled the Academia Aérea General Piloto Frank Feliz Miranda. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	FERIA, LA

         
         	
            The shortened, commonly used term for the Feria Internacional de la Paz y Confraternidad
               (International Fair of Peace and Brotherhood), staged in Santo Domingo (then called Ciudad Trujillo) in 1955 to bring international attention to the Dominican
               Republic, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Rafael Trujillo’s rule. The Trujillo government had contributed elaborate national pavilions to the
               New York World’s Fair in 1933 and the “Century of Progress Exposition” in Chicago in 1939.
               The idea for a self-sponsored “Peace Fair” materialized after Trujillo failed to secure
               a nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize. The resulting extravaganza was in many ways
               the high point of the Trujillo regime, mobilizing the dictator’s supporters for a
               yearlong festival in his honor, though it did not attract the high level of foreign
               tourism that had been anticipated, despite a publicity campaign abroad. “La Feria” now refers
               to the part of Santo Domingo where the fair was held, on specially constructed grounds
               that included scores of new buildings, such as the Feria’s centerpiece, the Teatro
               del Agua y Luz (Theater of Water and Light), which is now dilapidated. The main plaza
               of the Feria zone was rededicated to the conspirators who brought about Trujillo’s
               assassination in May 1961. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	FERNÁNDEZ REYNA, LEONEL (1953– )

         
         	
            The most important president in Dominican history, in terms of the nation’s transition to democracy. As president
               from 1996 to 2000 and again from 2004 to 2012, Fernández, known simply as “Leonel,”
               guided the country from the authoritarian rule of Joaquín Balaguer to being a stable republic with mainly free and peaceful elections and government
               transitions. He is emblematic of the large community of Dominican   Americans, having grown up in New York. His family moved from his birthplace in the Villa Juana neighborhood of Santo Domingo when he was nine years old, settling in the Upper West Side. After graduating from
               Louis D. Brandeis High School, in 1971 Fernández moved back to his home country and
               studied law at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo. He joined the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) when Juan Bosch formed it in 1973, rising in its ranks to run for vice president in 1994 on the ticket
               with Bosch. They lost to Balaguer in a fraudulent election widely seen as being stolen
               from José   Francisco Peña Gómez of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). Facing international censure, Balaguer agreed to the Pact for Democracy, which kept him in office but provided for a special election in two years, from
               which he was excluded. Fernández ran at the top of the PLD slate in 1996, gaining
               Balaguer’s support at the expense of Jacinto Peynado, who had been nominated by Balaguer’s
               own Partido Reformista Social Cristiana (PRSC). Fernández polled 39 percent of the vote while Peynado got 15 percent, denying
               Peña Gómez a majority and forcing a runoff. The PLD joined forces with the PRSC to
               give Fernández the victory with 52 percent.
            

            
             During his first term in office, Fernández pursued domestic policies that emphasized
               large-scale public works, in particular transportation (including highway construction around Santo Domingo and Santiago and the creation of a metropolitan bus transport office), and economic reform, based
               on attracting foreign investment. He did that by encouraging further development of
               zonas francas (FTZs, free trade zones). Tourism also flourished in the late 1990s. The economy boomed during those four years, averaging 7.8 percent annual growth, with single-digit
               inflation of the Dominican peso. To encourage and regulate the development of baseball and other professional and amateur athletics, he created a Ministry of Sports, naming
               Juan Marichal as secretary of sports. His foreign policy brought about greater international involvement, especially through the Organization of American States. The constitution required him to step down in 2000, when his vice president,  Danilo Medina, lost the election to Hipólito Mejía of the PRD.
            

            
             Fernández ran for president again in 2004, against Mejía in the wake of the BANINTER financial crisis, a banking collapse that had caused the economy to contract. Although he was criticized for
               perpetuating the cronyism of the Balaguer regime and creating the conditions under
               which three major Dominican banks had failed after he left office, Fernández was reelected
               with 57 percent of the vote. During his second term, another economic rebound took
               place, with the economy returning to its previous level of growth. He initiated a
               subway system for the capital, among other projects. The constitution had been changed
               during the Mejía administration to permit consecutive presidential terms, which allowed
               Fernández to run for reelection in 2008. He won with a 53 percent majority, taking
               office just before the global financial crisis known as the Great Recession hit the
               country, reducing its FTZ exports, stalling its tourism development, and exacerbating
               its energy problems. The signature achievements of his third term were in the field of international
               diplomacy, where he facilitated the resolution of several regional disputes, taking
               the lead in peacefully resolving the constitutional crisis in Honduras in 2009. His
               signal domestic accomplishment also occurred that year, with the opening of the Santo
               Domingo subway, the first in the Caribbean region, which proved to be costly and controversial
               but also emblematic of his administration and its agenda of urban development. During
               his last term, he pushed for the conservative Constitution of 2010, which banned abortion
               and same-sex marriage, and invalidated the citizenship or legal status of 800,000
               people from Haiti or of Haitian ancestry. In 2012, Fernández was succeeded in office by his vice president,
               Medina, with his wife, Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, as the new vice president. He
               remains a highly visible and influential figure in Dominican politics.
            

         

         
         	FIALLO, FABIO (1866–1942)

         
         	
            Journalist, politician, nationalist, and the Dominican “poet of love.” Fiallo founded
               or assisted in the founding of several newspapers, including Listín Diario of Santo Domingo, and as a result of his political writings, he was held prisoner at different times
               by Juan Isidro Jimenes, the U.S. Marine occupation, and Rafael Trujillo. He was first arrested during a crackdown on the press that Jimenes ordered after
               coming to power in November 1899. Fiallo’s works of poetry, many of them on patriotic
               themes, date from 1902, when Jimenes left office, to 1936, after he went into exile. During that period, he served as consul in New York and Hamburg, and was elected governor of Santo Domingo in 1913. Fiallo opposed the United States occupation in 1916 in his periodical La Bandera Libre (The Free Flag), prompting the marines to imprison him in the dungeon of the Torre del Homenaje for violating the censorship regulations they had imposed. He continued to protest
               after being freed, accompanying the rightful president of the country, Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal, on missions to the Versailles Conference and to Washington, D.C., fruitlessly attempting
               to negotiate an end to the occupation. Trujillo jailed Fiallo, who was a strong supporter
               of the deposed Horacio Vásquez, at the start of his regime in 1930, and while the poet gained release and a position
               in the government in 1932, he left for Cuba soon thereafter, and died in exile in
               1942. His remains were repatriated to the Panteón de la Patria in the capital in 1977.
            

         

         
         	FIGUEROA, JUAN WENCESLAO (1834–1910)

         
         	
            He was briefly president after the assassination of Ulises Heureaux in August 1899. Figueroa, from San Juan de la Maguana, was loyal to Buenaventura Báez, rising to the rank of general in the forces of the Rojos (Reds) political party. After Báez died in 1884, he accepted the position of secretary of the interior and
               police in a unity government under Heureaux, leader of the rival Azules (Blue) party, and
               eventually became vice president. After Heureaux was killed on 26 July 1899, Figueroa
               tried unsuccessfully to maintain power through a campaign of violence against the
               conspirators behind the assassination, but was unable to identify the leaders, in
               particular Horacio Vásquez, who led an uprising against his government in the Cibao. Figueroa was forced to resign on 30 August 1899. He subsequently left politics,
               and died in Santo Domingo a decade later.
            

         

         
         	FLAG

         
         	
            Juan Pablo Duarte designed the national flag when the War of Dominican   Independence broke out in 1844, and it was officially adopted in 1849. The design includes a white
               cross in the center, with two rectangular fields of blue and two of red. The white
               symbolizes salvation, the blue liberty, and the red the blood of the patriots. In
               the middle is the national coat of arms, also adopted in 1849, which is featured on
               all the individual provincial flags, as well. The coat of arms, designed by Casimiro Nemesio de Moya, comprises a shield with the same color scheme as the flag (white, blue and red)
               and the same cross motif, supported by a palm frond and a branch of the laurel tree,
               with a banner emblazoned with the national motto: Dios, Patria y Libertad (God, Fatherland, and Liberty). The motto had been the password of the Trinitaria movement prior to independence from Haiti. The first flag of this design was sewn by Concepción Bona, though by tradition María Trinidad Sánchez has been credited with being the Betsy Ross figure of the country. The revolutionaries
               flew it over the El Conde Gate when the War of Dominican Independence broke out on 27 February 1844. The national flag was encoded as Article 95 of the
               Dominican Constitution of 1966.
            

            
             The other meaning of the term “the Dominican flag,” or simply “la bandera” (the flag), is as a nickname for the most common dish in the country’s cuisine: beans and rice served with some kind of meat, usually pork or chicken.
            

         

         
         	FLOTA MERCANTE DOMINICANA

         
         	
            The Dominican Merchant Marine, established by Rafael Trujillo in 1940, with the construction of two freighters, the Presidente and the Trujillo. German submarines sank both ships in early 1942, after the Dominican Republic entered
               World War II on the side of the Allies. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN RELATIONS

         
         	
            The main challenge of Dominican foreign relations has been to maintain its sovereignty,
               because its history has been punctuated with intervention by other countries. The
               circumstances under which the country declared independence from Spain in November 1821 were bound up with relations with Haiti. One group of secessionists advocated a union with the neighboring republic, while
               the group around José Núñez de Cáceres favored full independence. Jean-Pierre Boyer forced the issue by invading the infant state in February 1822, ending Dominican
               sovereignty after two months and unifying Hispaniola under his rule. After the War of Dominican Independence, the threat of renewed aggression from Haiti dominated the country’s foreign relations
               for years afterward. Dominican insecurity toward its neighbor had the paradoxical
               effect of persuading a succession of national leaders to compromise Dominican sovereignty
               in exchange for protection from abroad: France, Spain, or the United States. Buenaventura Báez proffered a protectorate arrangement with France without fruition. Pedro Santana’s foreign policy sacrificed sovereignty entirely, bringing about the annexation to Spain in 1861, and then the Restoration War. Báez then tried to bring about annexation by the United States, which President
               Ulysses S. Grant supported, and which nearly came to pass in 1870, but the treaty
               fell short of ratification in the U.S. Senate.
            

            
             Foreign banking debt dominated foreign relations in the late 19th century and the first half of the
               20th, accumulated under Ulises Heureaux. After his death in 1899, incursions by European naval forces to force payment occurred
               in 1900 and 1904. The U.S. government assumed responsibility for the Dominican foreign
               debt in 1905, during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, who imposed a form
               of debt collection on the country, which eliminated the threat of intervention by
               a European creditor nation. Formalized in a diplomatic agreement called the Convention
               of 1907, the Dominican Customs Receivership embodied the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine. Having lost financial sovereignty,
               the Dominican Republic then lost its national sovereignty entirely again in 1916,
               when political instability prevented the country from responding to President Woodrow
               Wilson’s demands for reform, the Wilson Plan, resulting in the U.S.  Marine occupation, which lasted eight years. During the occupation, Dominican diplomats, including
               the displaced president of the nation, Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal, and Fabio Fiallo, tried without success to negotiate the restoration of full independence. The Hughes–Peynado Agreement ended the U.S. occupation in 1924, but left in place the Customs Receivership, now
               saddled with more than $22 million in additional loans from the United States that
               were stipulated as part of the settlement.
            

            
            The dictator Rafael Trujillo was obsessed with national sovereignty, in particular vis-à-vis Haiti. He lashed
               out at the population of Haitian descent living in the Dominican Republic, mostly
               in the border region, in the Haitian Massacre of 1937. He also doggedly sought an end to the Customs Receivership, accomplished by the
               Hull–Trujillo Treaty in 1940. He allied the country with the Allies during World War II, with the Dominican
               Republic becoming the first Latin American nation to declare war on Japan and Germany
               in December 1941. After World War II, it was a founding member of the United Nations
               and the Organization of American States (OAS), and also received the first sanctions imposed by the latter body in 1960,
               after Trujillo attempted to assassinate President Rómulo Betancourt of Venezuela for
               criticizing his dictatorship. The notoriety of the Trujillo regime became the main foreign relations problem for
               the country, as its crimes brought international opprobrium, especially over the murder
               of the Mirabal sisters and attacks on clergy of the Roman Catholic Church. The OAS sanctions and the reduction of the quota for Dominican sugar in the U.S. market hurt the Dominican economy and weakened Trujillo’s hold on power. The OAS supported Operation Power Pack, the invasion and occupation of Santo Domingo from May 1965 until July 1966, with an Inter-American Peace Force comprising troops
               mainly from the United States, but including contingents from Brazil, Honduras, Paraguay,
               and Nicaragua. Joaquín Balaguer emerged as president after the occupation, ruling until 1978, when international
               pressure forced him to accept defeat at the polls. International pressure came to
               bear on him again in 1994, when he agreed to relinquish power two years early after
               a tainted election. President Leonel Fernández made a name for himself in foreign relations by mediating international disputes,
               most notably the constitutional crisis in Honduras in 2010, and hosting international
               meetings. Under his successor, Danilo Medina, the greatest foreign relations concern involves the country’s policy of denying
               citizenship to 800,000 people of Haitian ethnicity living in the country, which is
               drawing harsh criticism from the community of nations.
            

            
            Currently, the Foreign Affairs Ministry, under the Minister of Foreign Affairs, maintains
               embassies in 44 nations, while 37 nations have embassies in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	FORTIFICATIONS

         
         	
            Most of the oldest surviving structures in the Dominican Republic are military structures concentrated in the Colonial Zone of Santo Domingo dating to the 16th century. The oldest of all is the Torre del Homenaje  (Tower of Homage) begun in 1502, which is the strong point of the Fortaleza Ozama complex on the bank of the Ozama River. The most famous is the Baluarte del Conde (Bastion of the Count), originally known
               as Fort San Genaro, begun in 1543 to guard El Conde, the Puerta del Conde (Gate of the Count), the westernmost gate in the city walls.
               The fort withstood English assaults under the command of Admiral Robert Venables and
               General William Penn during the 1655 Siege of Santo Domingo. After the repulse, Spanish
               Captain-General Don Bernardino de Meneses y Bracamonte, the Count of Peñalva, expanded
               and converted the fort into a pentagonal bastion that became known as the Bastion
               of the Count. 
            

            
            The Trinitaria movement launched the War of Dominican Independence with an attack on the Conde Gate on 27 February 1844. Today the walls partially enclose
               Parque Independencia (Independence Park), although it is commonly called Parque Central
               (Central Park). The park features the Altar de la Patria (Altar of the Fatherland),
               containing the tombs and statues of the founding figures: Juan Pablo Duarte, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and Ramón Mella. The Conde Gate is the eastern end of Calle del Conde or El Conde, the country’s
               most famous street. Other segments of the 16th-century Santo Domingo city walls remain
               as part of the urban landscape of the Colonial Zone. The Puerta de la Misericordia
               is the next gate south of the Gate of the Count, today part of Ramón Mella Park. The
               1549 Puerta de San Diego, also called the Sea Gate, is located on the Ozama River
               on the grounds of the Alcázar de Colón palace. Coastal fortifications along the busy boulevard called the Malecón in the capital city include the Fuerte San José at the mouth of the Ozama River, today
               the site of a monumental statue of priest and Indian defender Antonio de Montesino, and Fuerte San Gil to the west, constructed as a lookout post.
            

            
            On the north coast of the country, Fortaleza San Felipe, built 1564–1577, guards the
               harbor of Puerto Plata, where it is the only structure remaining from the colonial period. It was the site
               of the battle of Puerto Plata Harbor in May 1800, one of the few land battles of the
               Quasi War with France, when U.S. forces from the frigate Constitution captured it. Fortaleza San Luis in Santiago also dates to the colonial period.
            

         

         
         	FRANCE, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            As the colonial mother country of Haiti and a prospective provider of a protectorate after Dominican independence from Haiti,
               France has played an important role in Dominican history. Spain ceded the western third of Hispaniola to France in the Treaty of Rijswick in 1697, with the intent of securing its colony of Santo Domingo from the buccaneers and pirates based there. France established the colony of Saint-Domingue, which became
               prosperous while the Spanish side of the island declined. Throughout the 18th century,
               the economy of colonial Santo Domingo, based on ranching and hunting, depended on the French
               side of the island for a market and as a source of needed supplies, such as arms and
               ammunition, and slaves. People who escaped slavery on the French side, where the population
               of enslaved Africans expanded rapidly, made their way to the Spanish side to become
               maroons, finding refuge in the mountains, where monteros often aided them and Spanish colonial officials were largely unable or unwilling
               to pursue them, leading to friction with their French counterparts.
            

            
             The Haitian Revolution destabilized this relationship in the 1790s, as war swept
               first the French colony, then the Spanish. Spain ceded Santo Domingo to France in
               the Peace of Basel in 1795, which gave Toussaint Louverture, leader of the revolution, an avenue to invade the eastern side of the island in
               1800. Great Britain aided Spain in regaining possession from Napoleonic France in
               the War of the Spanish Reconquest, which ended in 1809. France refused to recognize Haiti, leading to its diplomatic
               isolation, and that isolation extended to the Dominican Republic from 1822, when Haiti
               invaded it, to 1844, when it broke away again with the War of Dominican Independence. To guard against further conflict with Haiti, Buenaventura Báez actively sought a protectorate relationship with Emperor Napoleon III, though without
               success.
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         	GALÍNDEZ, JESUS DE (1915–1956)

         
         	
            A Basque scholar who wrote a PhD dissertation analyzing the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo and was killed for it. His kidnapping from New York in March 1956 and subsequent murder at Trujillo’s hands at an unknown time led to
               a direct confrontation with the United States. Galíndez fled Francisco Franco’s regime in Spain in 1939, coming to the Dominican Republic, where he found employment with the government.
               He moved to New York in 1946 to pursue his doctorate at Columbia University. His dissertation
               exposed Trujillo’s tyrannical abuse of power, which enraged the dictator when he learned
               of it. Trujillo dispatched agents of his secret police to silence him, and they kidnapped him from the subway and flew him to the Dominican
               Republic in an airplane piloted by Gerald Murphy, a U.S. citizen living in the country.
               Galíndez was reportedly tortured and killed, and his body has never been found. His
               disappearance led to a police inquiry, which was ongoing in December 1956, when Trujillo’s
               agents kidnapped Murphy to prevent him from providing evidence; like Galíndez, he
               was murdered, and his body was never located. A third murder occurred to cover up
               what had happened to Murphy, that of Octavio de la Maza, which ensued in January 1957.
               Murphy’s death brought a deeper investigation prompted by his congressional representative,
               Charles O. Porter, which linked Murphy to Galíndez and pointed to Trujillo’s guilt.
               The Galíndez and Murphy murders, together with the attempted car-bomb assassination
               of President Rómulo Betancourt of Venezuela in June 1960 and the killing of the Mirabal sisters in December of the same year, resulted in the Trujillo regime gaining a notorious
               reputation, and the Organization of American States imposing sanctions against the Dominican Republic. Published in Spanish and English,
               Galíndez’s dissertation became a widely read book. Antonio de la Maza, brother of the murdered Octavio, was one of the gunmen who assassinated Trujillo
               in May 1961.
            

         

         
         	GALVÁN, MANUEL DE JESÚS (1834–1910)

         
         	
            Author best known for his novel Enriquillo (1879), an evocation of the famous Taíno resistance figure. Enriquillo is the best example of the genre of indigenismo, which celebrated the history and culture of the native Taíno people, and is widely considered to be the most important work in Dominican literature. Galván also wrote in the style of costumbrismo, celebrating Dominican customs.
            

         

         
         	GARCÍA GODOY, FEDERICO (1857–1924)

         
         	
            One of the most accomplished intellectuals in Dominican history, he was a political
               essayist, journalist, novelist, literary critic, historian, and adopted nationalist.
               García Godoy was born in Santiago de Cuba and came to the Dominican Republic with
               his family at the outset of the Cuban Ten Years’ War in 1868. He settled in La Vega, where he founded three newspapers and a magazine. He wrote the first works of fiction
               to engage contemporary Dominican history, such as Alma Dominicana [Dominican Soul] (1911). Becoming a naturalized citizen in 1888, García Godoy denounced
               mounting U.S. intervention and was a strident critic of the U.S. Marine occupation. He died in February 1924, soon after his personal library, the largest in the country,
               was lost in a fire, but before the end of the occupation he memorably excoriated.
            

         

         
         	GARCÍA GODOY, HÉCTOR (1921–1970)

         
         	
            Provisional president from September 1965 to July 1966, who oversaw the elections that ended the military occupation by the United States known as Operation Power Pack and brought Joaquín Balaguer to power again as president. García Godoy, a native of Santo Domingo, graduated from the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo and served as a diplomat during the regime of Rafael Trujillo. He held the position of foreign minister in the Balaguer administration that ceded
               power in January 1963, and then served as ambassador to the United States in the new
               Balaguer government, 1966–1969.
            

         

         
         	GARCÍA GUERRERO, AMADO (1928–1961)

         
         	
            One of the six assassins of Rafael Trujillo on 30 May 1961. García was an army lieutenant who hated the dictator because Trujillo had prevented his marriage and
               forced him to participate in the murder of his fiancé’s brother. He was discovered
               in hiding and shot to death on his birthday, 2 June 1961.
            

         

         
         	GAVILLEROS

         
         	
            The Spanish word means “trigger man,” but in the Dominican Republic it refers to rural
               outlaws, especially the guerrillas who fought against the U.S.  Marine occupation of 1916–1924. Rural banditry predated the U.S. invasion, sometimes in purely criminal
               form, and other times associated with political revolts. But the onset of the U.S.
               intervention spurred a dramatic rise in gavillero activity. The gavillero ranks swelled with the addition of the rebel forces of Desiderio Arias and other regional strongmen, the disbanded national army, others motivated by resentment of or revenge against the marines, and still others
               displaced from their land by the aggressively expanding U.S. sugar corporations. The gavilleros who fought against the occupation had a strong component of social banditry. Their
               armed resistance led to the reinforcement of U.S. ground troops, the use of brutal
               counterinsurgency tactics, and the introduction of military   aviation. While overwhelming force extinguished the gavillero forces, popular protest gained momentum, leading to the end of the occupation in 1924.
               
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	GENTE DE PRIMERA

         
         	
            The Spanish phrase for the upper class, literally “first-class people,” who have dominated
               the nation’s economy and comprised the “high society” for most of its history. The colonial elite drew
               their prominence from family lineages going back to Spain and from landholdings. Many members of that class left the colony after it was ceded
               to France in the Peace of Basel, while others went into exile when the short-lived period of independence from Spain ended and the Haitian occupation began in 1822. Around the time of the War of Dominican Independence, two factions within the gente de primera vied for political authority: the intellectual elites in Santo Domingo and Santiago, and powerful ranching families, exemplified by that of the first major caudillo, Pedro Santana. In the late 19th century, a tobacco elite formed in the Cibao, while certain elite families moved their capital into sugar holdings, sometimes augmenting their fortunes when foreign families married into
               the gente de primera. One prominent example of foreign roots among the elite is the Vicini family, still one of the wealthiest in the country. Social clubs in the major cities became
               the bastions of the gente de primera, with membership signaling elite status. Dominican elites did not cooperate with
               the U.S.  Marine occupation, 1916–1924, forcing the United States to staff the government with its own personnel and to recruit from the lower classes
               to create a new army. Rafael Trujillo rose to command of the army, seized power during the Revolution of 1930, and then established a dictatorship, partly by destroying the power of the gente de primera. He abolished or co-opted their social clubs, found ways to divest them of their
               property, and harassed, imprisoned, and abused those who did not show their support.
               The Trujillo regime produced its own intellectual elite, headed by Joaquín Balaguer, and while the majority of the economy fell into the hands of members of the dictator’s
               family, a small number of families dominated the remaining sectors. Trujillo’s newly
               enriched allies gained membership in this newly configured gente de primera, which also included some older families, such as the Vicinis and the Cabrals. The
               Santo Domingo Country Club, established by expatriate Americans and elite Dominicans
               in the 1920s, was among the social clubs that served to define the elite class and
               provided a venue for their interaction and consolidation. The most influential families
               survived the turbulent period after Trujillo’s assassination in 1961, then prospered
               under Balaguer. Currently, approximately 20 wealthy families dominate the Dominican
               economy. Among them is an agricultural elite of six families, which owns 2,012 sq.
               km (777 sq. mi.) of land, most of it arable, equal to 4.1 percent of the national
               territory, of which only about 16 percent is arable. The best-known families among
               the contemporary gente de primera are the Bonetti, Cáceres, Haché, Hazin-Azar, Pellerano, Troncoso, the aforementioned Vicini, and three families associated with the rum industry: Barceló, Brugal, and Bermúdez. 
            

         

         
         	GÓMEZ, MAXIMO (1836–1905)

         
         	
            Known best as a hero in the independence of Cuba, he is also a source of Dominican
               nationalist pride. Born in Baní, he fought against the invasion forces from Haiti in the battle of Santomé in December 1855 at the age of 19. He remained in the army, serving in the reserve forces of Spain in the Restoration War. When Spanish forces withdrew, Gómez moved with his family to Cuba, where he took
               part in the Ten Years’ War against Spanish colonial rule there, 1868 to 1878. In 1895,
               José Martí traveled to Monte Cristi to ask him to take command of the Cuban nationalist forces in the Cuban Revolution
               of 1895, which he did successfully. Gómez, Martí, and Antonio Maceo are the trinity
               of founding fathers in Cuba, analogous to Duarte, Sánchez, and Mella in the Dominican Republic. He died in Havana in 1905.
            

         

         
         	GONZÁLEZ, IGNACIO MARÍA (1838–1915)

         
         	
            President from April 1874 to February 1876 and for a brief period in 1878. González was a caudillo of the Verdes (Greens) political party, and a player in the bloody conflict pitting
               his followers against the Red Party of Buenaventura Báez and the Blue Party of Gregorio Luperón during the turbulent 1870s. He opposed the efforts of Báez to sell or lease Samaná Bay and was instrumental in removing Báez from office in 1874, assuming the presidency
               himself after defeating baecista  former vice president Manuel Altagracia Cáceres in an election. González favored closer ties with Haiti, negotiating a treaty in November 1874 that declared peace after 30 years of tension
               and war, and established free trade between the countries. He facilitated immigration from Cuba and Puerto Rico, and
               encouraged sugar cultivation and industry, such as manufacturing enterprises in soap, textiles, and other products. González
               was honored upon his death in 1915 with entombment in the cathedral in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	GUACANAGARÍ

         
         	
            The Taíno chief who greeted Christopher Columbus upon his arrival on Hispaniola in December 1492. Guacanagarí was the cacique of Marién, in the northwest region, one of five cacicazgos (chiefdoms) on the island at the time. He directed his people to assist the men from
               Spain when the Santa  María shipwrecked there, and permitted 39 of the crew members to be left behind in his domain.
               That group committed outrages against the local women, prompting Taíno men to murder
               them. When Columbus returned in November 1493, Guacanagarí blamed Caonabo, the cacique of neighboring Maguana, for the deaths, triggering a bloody reprisal from the Spanish, who now numbered
               more than 1,000. When Caonabo led a revolt of the other four cacicazgos against the invaders, Guacanagarí allied with Columbus, and came to his aid at the
               battle of Santo Cerro in March 1495, helping him to defeat the Taíno forces under the command of cacique
               Guarionex. Having betrayed his people, Guacanagarí sought refuge in the mountains, where he avoided the violent demise that the other caciques met, and died in obscurity.
            

         

         
         	GUARIONEX

         
         	
            The Taíno chief of Maguá, one of five chiefdoms on Hispaniola, who was defeated by the forces of Christopher Columbus at the battle of Santo Cerro in March 1495, which ended the revolt against the invaders from Spain led by cacique Caonabo of Maguana. The battle was fought in the vicinity of the largest town in Maguá, near present-day
               La Vega.
            

         

         
         	GUATICAVA/JUAN MATEO

         
         	
            The first Christian convert and the first martyr among the Taíno. Fray Ramón Pané baptized Guaticava with the name Juan Mateo, along with five or six other members
               of the household of Guarionex, the cacique of Maguá. Guarionex himself was close to converting, but backed out under pressure from other
               chiefs, whose resentment of the Spanish grew as the violent conquest of Hispaniola unfolded. To revenge themselves on the Spanish for their cruelty, a group of Taíno
               killed Guaticava/Juan Mateo and the others who had declared themselves Christian,
               probably in early 1495.
            

         

         
         	GUERRA, JUAN LUIS (1957– )

         
         	
            The most famous Dominican musician of all time, having sold 30 million albums in his
               ongoing international career. Born in Santo Domingo, he attended the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo to study philosophy and literature, then the Conservatorio Nacional de Música (National Conservatory of Music). He went to the United States to Berklee College of Music in Boston, graduating in 1982. His first album in 1984,
               Soplando (Blowing), was a work of jazz composition, which he recorded with the ensemble 4:40
               (Quatro quarenta, 44), named for the tuning standard A440. Also in 1984, he signed
               with Karen Records, for which he recorded two albums of merengues, Mudanza y Acarreo (Moving and Hauling) in 1985 and Mientras Más Lo Pienso…Tú (The More I Think about . . . You) in 1987. These two albums raised his profile in
               the domestic market, with the song “Guavaberry” from the latter collection, a celebration
               of San Pedro de Macorís and the culture of the West Indian cocolos, scoring a hit and becoming a classic. His breakthrough recording was 1988’s Ojalá que Llueva Café (I Hope It Rains Coffee). He followed with Bachata  Rosa (Pink Bachata) in 1991, which made bachata music an international phenomenon, sold five million copies worldwide, and earned
               Guerra his first of many Grammy Awards. His 1992 album Areito, the Taíno word for dance and song, was his most political, with the single “El Costo de la
               Vida” (The Cost of Living) becoming his first Number One hit in Latin America. He
               recorded Fogaraté (a mountain herb) in the perico ripiao style in 1994. Guerra won three Latin Grammy Awards for his 1998 recording Ni es lo Mismo ni es Igual (Neither the Same nor Equal). After a six-year hiatus, he released Para Tí (For You), a compilation of songs reflecting his personal faith in evangelical religion, which was a best-seller and award-winner in many categories, including Tropical
               and Gospel. He had another top album in 2007 with La Llave de mi Corazón (The Key to My Heart). His 2010 album A son de Guerra (a word-play on the phrase en son de guerra, “ready for battle,” and the musical style of son), which includes compositions in eight musical styles, also went Number One. He recorded
               a hit song called “Toma mi Vida” (Take My Life) with Milly Quezada, the most accomplished musician among women in the country’s history, in 2011. His most recent work, Todo tiene su hora (Everything Has Its Time) of 2014, features a duet with merengue great Johnny Ventura.
            

         

         
         	GUILLERMO Y BASTARDO, CESÁREO (1847–1885)

         
         	
            President for four months in 1878 and for nine months in 1879, his father Pedro Guillermo was
               president for three weeks in 1865. Guillermo, from Hato Mayor, entered military service at age 16 and rose rapidly in the ranks as a supporter of Buenaventura Báez and his Rojos (Reds) political party. When Báez abdicated the presidency in March 1878, Guillermo formed a provisional
               government in Santiago, and then yielded to a council of state pending elections, which he won after the
               assassination of his opponent, former president Manuel Altagracia Cáceres. He took office on 27 February 1879 but soon faced an uprising led by Gregorio Luperón of the Azules (Blues) party, and lost power before the year was over. In 1885, Guillermo
               led a failed revolt against Alejandro Woss y Gil and, pursued by government forces under Ulises Heureaux, he committed suicide in November of that year. 
            

         

         
         	GÜIRA

         
         	
            Descended from a Taíno percussion instrument, it is one of the three instruments that make up a typical
               merengue trio. Güiras originally were made from higüero tree fruits, called calabaza or calabash, dried out and with the seeds removed. Serrations
               were cut around the front, and a hole was cut in the back. The musician held the güira with a thumb in the hole, and scraped the serrations with a stick called a púa. The construction material changed with the commonality of large tin cans for cooking
               oil and other products, allowing musicians to make güiras from metal, which lasts longer and can be scraped more vigorously than a dried calabash.
               The instrument-maker cut the can to create a sheet of tin, punctured the sheet in
               rows with an awl, and curled it into a cylinder, with the smooth punctured side in,
               and the rough surface on the opposite side facing out. A strip of tin or leather fastened
               to the back served as a handle. The púa became a two-pronged scraper made with wires set in a wooden handle. Purpose-built
               metal güiras have in turn replaced the homemade tin-can instruments in merengue bands.
            

         

         
         	GUZMÁN FERNÁNDEZ, ANTONIO (1911–1982)

         
         	
            President from 1978 to 1982 for the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) who committed suicide near the end of his term in office. Born in La Vega, Guzmán became wealthy in fruit exports and ranching. He served as secretary of agriculture in 1963 during the presidency of Juan Bosch, then ran as vice president with him in the election held in May 1966, won by Joaquín Balaguer. Guzmán ran for president against Balaguer in 1974, but pulled out of the election
               in protest of the repressive tactics used by the regime against its opposition. Balaguer’s
               infamous Twelve Years in power ended in 1978, with a controversial election won by Guzmán, but only after
               international criticism of electoral fraud, in particular from U.S. president Jimmy
               Carter, prevented Balaguer from suspending the vote count when it became apparent
               he would lose.
            

            
             The Guzmán administration tried to reform the military, improved public transportation, and raised the minimum wage. But Balaguer’s Partido Reformista (PR) continued to control the Senate, hampering his populist domestic program of increased
               spending. The collapse of the price of sugar on the world market hurt the economy, as did two hurricanes in 1979. Opposition from within his own party arose after Guzmán asked for emergency
               powers to deal with the destruction. He also withheld his support from an amendment
               to the constitution limiting presidents to a single term in office, and refused to rule out his own reelection,
               which helped turn two PRD allies into enemies: Salvador Jorge Blanco, president of the Senate, and José Francisco Peña Gómez. They also criticized Guzmán for appointing non-PRD officials to his government and
               for his conservative foreign policy, which failed to extend diplomatic recognition
               to Cuba and refused to cooperate with the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. Never having
               gained the confidence of the business community in Santo Domingo, and losing both popular support and that of the PRD, Guzmán was left with no political
               allies. He shocked the country by committing suicide in the National Palace on 3 July 1982. Vice president Jacobo Majluta served the remaining six weeks of his term before Jorge Blanco took office on 16
               August 1982.
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         	HAINA

         
         	
            The name of a river, a port at the mouth of the river, and a city beside the port,
               located 20 km (12.5 mi.) west of Santo Domingo, in the province of San Cristóbal. Bartholomew Columbus crossed the Haina River en route to Jaragua in 1496. It was an early center for mining gold, discovered there in 1502, and growing
               sugar, with a mill established at Engombe on the Haina River by 1534. Francis Drake landed at the port in order to attack and sack Santo Domingo in 1585. Rafael Trujillo built the largest sugar refinery in the world there in the 1950s, although it never
               ran at its full capacity. Today, the city of Haina, with a population of approximately
               160,000, is among the most polluted places on Earth, with lead contamination resulting
               from an automobile battery manufacturer operating there for many years. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	HAITESES, LOS

         
         	
            A national park located on the south coast of Samaná Bay that preserves an enormous mangrove swamp, as well as caves sacred to the Taíno people and diverse and unique flora and fauna. The name “los Haiteses,” which is the
               plural form of the Taíno word Haiti, means “high ground,” or “mountainous place,” for a series of lush knolls that rise
               to 50 m (164 ft.), though most of the area lies at sea level. Created in 1976, Parque
               Nacional Los Haiteses began with only 280 sq. km (109 sq. mi.) in territory, but as
               expanded to 1,375 sq. km (531 sq. mi.), most of it in the province of Hato Mayor, overlapping into Monte Plata and Samaná provinces. The park, only a small portion of which is open to tourism, is accessible almost entirely by water, with very few, extremely rough roads into
               the interior, which reduces visitation and the negative impacts that it has on the
               fragile ecosystem there. The subtropical forests of Los Haiteses contain many species
               of orchids, West Indian mahogany trees, and dense concentrations of red and white mangrove trees. Two endangered species
               still exist in the park: the Hispaniolan solenodon, a shrew-like creature, and the Hispaniolan hutia, like a large guinea pig, both found only on Hispaniola. Los Haiteses is threatened by the same deforestation that threatens much of the
               Dominican environment.
            

         

         
         	HAITI, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Sharing the island of Hispaniola, Haiti and the Dominican Republic have had a great deal of interaction throughout
               their intertwined histories, and although there have been important elements of symbiosis,
               much of their bilateral relations have been contentious to the point of causing massive
               violence. To a certain extent, Dominican national identity formed in negative reference
               to its neighbor, from which it declared independence in 1844. Dominican definitions
               of race, which systematically deny the large African component in the collective national
               gene pool, also derive from the conflicted relationship with Haiti.
            

            
            France gained control of the western part of the colony of Santo Domingo from Spain in 1697, under the terms of the Treaty of Rijswick, and established a colony there, called Saint-Domingue, which became prosperous from
               plantation agriculture and heavily populated by enslaved Africans. By the middle of
               the 18th century, Saint-Domingue had a population five times larger than that of Santo
               Domingo. The colony gained its independence from France as the result of the bloody
               Haitian Revolution that began in 1790 and concluded in 1804 with the creation of the
               Republic of Haiti (the Taíno name for the whole island). During that time, the French Revolution led to the abolition
               of slavery in the French colonies in 1793, and the Haitian Revolution swept into the Spanish
               side, beginning in 1800 with an invasion of troops under Toussaint Louverture, who had declared himself president yet who professed loyalty to France. Louverture
               claimed to occupy the Spanish colony in fulfillment of the Peace of Basel of 1795, by which Spain ceded Santo Domingo to France, and he abolished slavery there.
               Napoleon Bonaparte sent an army of 40,000 to regain control in 1802, contending that he would not reinstitute slavery;
               although Louverture was captured, resistance continued under Jean-Jacques Dessalines. His forces, together with yellow fever, defeated the French troops and forced the
               survivors to withdraw from the former Saint-Domingue in 1804, securing the independence
               of the Republic of Haiti. Soon after, the Haitian Army under Dessalines invaded the
               Spanish side and occupied Santo Domingo again, as Louverture had done, but in 1805,
               with a French fleet approaching, the Haitian forces retreated, sacking many cities,
               especially in the Cibao, including Santiago, and killing a large number of Dominicans.
            

            
            Two months after the Dominican Republic declared its independence from Spain in December 1821, Haiti invaded it, unifying the island under the rule of Jean-Pierre Boyer in 1822, and beginning the Haitian occupation. Boyer’s rule lasted until 1843, when he fell, providing a window of opportunity
               for Dominicans who opposed union with Haiti. The main Dominican independence group,
               the Trinitaria, listed their grievances in the second Dominican Declaration of Independence in January
               1844, which preceded the outbreak of the War of Dominican Independence against Haiti in February. Las Carreras, the last battle of that war, was not fought until 1849. The period of occupation
               and the subsequent independence war caused much of the enmity that continues to characterize
               the attitude of many Dominicans.
            

            
            From independence until the early 20th century, the possibility of a renewed invasion
               from Haiti was the main threat to Dominican sovereignty, and gaining protection from
               its stronger neighbor was the top foreign policy goal of the Dominican Republic. The question of whether to seek a protectorate with
               France was one of the points of disagreement between the leaders of the Trinitaria,
               who advocated for full independence, and the first governor after independence, Tomás Bobadilla, who favored a union with France. Emperor Faustin Soulouque of Haiti ordered an invasion
               in December 1855, which was repulsed at the battle of Sabana Larga on 24 January 1856. The incursion was a motivating factor for Pedro Santana to negotiate the annexation to Spain in 1861, in order to prevent another invasion. Buenaventura Báez offered a similar opportunity to the United States in 1870 for the same reason, though without success. Haiti also served as a haven
               for Dominican political exiles and a base of operations for insurgents, often with the support of the Haitian government,
               during the frequent civil wars and revolutions of the period. 
            

            
            To ease tensions with Haiti, Ignacio Maria González negotiated a treaty of peace and free trade that was signed in November 1874. The treaty also addressed the issue of the border,
               which had been established in 1777 by the Treaty of Aranjuez, along a north–south
               line that veered to the west. Since the Haitian Revolution, however, Haitian people
               had inhabited the territory within that salient, leading to an ongoing dispute between
               the countries. Under the 1874 terms, Haiti maintained use of the area, known as the
               Plaine Centrale, in return for the payment of an annual indemnity to the Dominican
               Republic. The parties also agreed to negotiate a permanent border to their mutual
               satisfaction sometime in the future, leaving the broader question open. Despite the
               treaty of 1874, friction continued over free trade and the border. In 1880, Gregorio Luperón protested Haiti’s violations of the terms of the treaty: support for his political
               enemies and the imposition of a duty on Dominican imports. A trade war ensued in which
               the Dominican Republic held the upper hand, with its supplies of cattle and rum in
               high demand on the Haitian market, forcing respect for the treaty. 
            

            
            The development of the sugar industry in the Dominican Republic in the early 20th century attracted massive immigration
               of workers from Haiti. The two governments agreed to an annual migration of a set
               number of laborers, but the system could not impose order on the influx of job seekers
               across the porous border. In 1929, the two countries formalized the border with another
               treaty, which included the formal cession of the disputed region to Haiti. Rafael Trujillo came to power the following year and went about what he called the “Dominicanization”
               of the area, including building a highway along the newly demarcated border. His efforts
               to offset the influence of the neighboring nation led to the Haitian Massacre of 1937, when the Dominican Army murdered 12,000–15,000 people of Haitian descent across the country, but mostly near
               the border. The genocide caused an international incident.
            

            
            Relations with Haiti remained tense after the Haitian Massacre, with successful efforts
               by Trujillo to overawe, suborn, or co-opt his counterparts in Port-au-Prince. A war
               scare came in 1963 when Juan Bosch broke relations with the government of François Duvalier and mobilized troops along
               the border, in response to a raid on the Dominican embassy in the Haitian capital,
               and the arrest of asylum-seekers there. Joaquín Balaguer maintained a hostile stance toward Haiti, warning of the dangers of the Haitian presence
               in the country, and maintaining as secure a border as the terrain permitted. He built
               popular support by stoking the anti-Haitian sentiments of many Dominicans and by smearing
               his principal opponent, José Francisco Peña Gómez, who was of Haitian parentage, with charges of conspiring to reunite the country
               with Haiti.
            

            
            Much of the conflict between the two countries stems from their very different territorial,
               demographic, and economic situations. Haiti comprises an area of 27,750 sq. km (10,714
               sq. mi.), little more than a third of the island, compared to 48,442 sq. km (18,704
               sq. mi.) of Dominican territory, while the population of Haiti has historically been
               much larger than the Dominican population, although the current figures are nearly
               equal: approximately 9,720,000 Haitians and 9,445,000 Dominicans. Per capita income,
               on the other hand, has diverged steadily in the last century, until today the average
               Haitian earns only $1,242 annually, while Dominicans average $5,763. This disparity
               is directly related to the size of the Dominican economy, which is eight times larger than that of Haiti. The population pressure, environmental
               collapse, and economic privation faced by Haitians make the Dominican Republic an
               attractive alternative. The catastrophic earthquake that hit Port-au-Prince in January 2010, followed by a cholera epidemic, exacerbated
               the pressures to emigrate. The administration of Leonel Fernández was widely credited with its efforts to assist the victims of the disaster, but the
               destruction and dislocation were profound, and large numbers sought refuge across
               the border. There are currently more than a million people of Haitian descent living
               in the country, many of them sugar workers who live in conditions akin to enslavement,
               to the extent that human rights groups continue to protest their treatment. Under the Dominican constitution, people from Haiti or who have Haitian parents cannot be considered citizens but
               instead are classed as people “in transit,” even adults who were born and have always
               lived in the Dominican Republic. In October 2013, the Dominican Constitutional Court
               upheld a law to deport such individuals, and ordered a government review of all birth
               certificates going back to 1929, to identify people with Haitian backgrounds, and
               begin deportation proceedings against them.
            

         

         
         	HAITIAN MASSACRE OF 1937

         
         	
            Perhaps the bloodiest single event in Dominican history, the murder of thousands of
               people from Haiti or of Haitian descent in October 1937 was the greatest crime of the Rafael Trujillo   dictatorship. He ordered the Dominican Army to carry out the killings while in Dajabón, on a tour of the westernmost region, where he inspected the ongoing construction
               of a new highway that would help delineate the international border. Although concentrated
               in the border area around Dajabón and the Río Masacre (the Massacre River, named for a battle between the Taíno and the forces of Christopher Columbus), the subsequent mass murders unfolded all over the country, with only Haitians resident
               on large sugar plantations being spared. Even the gardener employed at the Santo Domingo home of the top U.S. diplomat disappeared. The most widely accepted estimate of the
               death toll is in the range from 12,000 to 15,000, but the exact number is impossible
               to calculate for many reasons. Among them is the fact that, although the Dominican
               Army murdered many of the victims in public view, such as in Monte Cristi, they carried out most of the slayings en masse in isolated areas, leaving either
               no witnesses or just a few survivors. Most of the survivors fled across the border,
               where many of them died from wounds they had sustained, often from deep cuts, because
               in many cases the army used machetes in the attacks. Another reason why the number
               of victims is unknown is that an untold but very great number of their bodies ended
               up either in the sea, where sharks consumed their remains, or in mass graves, where
               acidic soil degraded them, leaving nothing for forensic investigators to exhume.
            

            
            The reasons Trujillo ordered the Haitian Massacre of 1937 are manifold. One of the
               dictator’s principal goals at the outset of his regime was what he called the “Dominicanization”
               of the area adjoining Haiti, where the population, currency, language, religious beliefs,
               and culture in general had blended together over many decades of cross-border interaction.
               A closely related aim of the Trujillo regime was to “whiten” the Dominican population
               by encouraging the immigration of light-skinned individuals and prohibiting the entry
               of the dark-skinned Haitians, except as needed for labor in the sugar   industry. A third trujillista policy going along with border “Dominicanization” and “whitening” the population
               was the simultaneous glorification of the nation’s historic links to Spain and denial of the heavy influence of Africa on Dominican culture and demography.
               The assault on Haitians in October 1937 served all three purposes of the Trujillo
               regime. In fact, the attempt to eradicate all Haitian influence in the country was
               the first genocide of the World War II era, coming six weeks before the “Rape of Nanking”
               in China by the Japanese Imperial Army.
            

            
            The Haitian Massacre became an international incident when it was revealed in the
               foreign press several weeks after it had taken place, prompting efforts at mediation
               by the United States and Mexico. Trujillo responded with a full-page advertisement in the New York Times  written by the acting foreign minister, Joaquín Balaguer, which claimed that the local peasants had killed only a few dozen Haitians who had
               been rustling their cattle. The regime avoided mediation by offering a cash indemnity
               of $500,000 to the president of Haiti, who was obliged to accept it, because Haiti
               was no match for the powerful military of the Dominican dictatorship. Most of the
               payment was embezzled. Partly to recoup the damage the massacre had done to his international
               reputation and his foreign policy, Trujillo announced in 1938 that he would accept 100,000 Jewish refugees from Europe.
               Only a few hundred ended up being accepted to the Dominican Republic, where they built
               the Sosua Jewish Refugee Colony on a former banana plantation on the north coast.
            

            
            Several novels evoke the Haitian Massacre of 1937, including Dominican author Freddy
               Prestol Castor, La Masacre se pasa a pie (The Massacre River Can Be Crossed on Foot, 1973) and Haitian author Edwidge Danticat,
               The Farming of Bones (1998). The event has been called several things: “El Corte” (The Cutting) in the
               Dominican Republic, “The Dominican Vespers” in Haiti, and “The Parsley Massacre” because
               of the story that Dominican soldiers identified Haitians by their inability to pronounce
               the Spanish word perejil.
            

         

         
         	HAITIAN OCCUPATION

         
         	
            The period from 1822 to 1844 during which the Dominican Republic, having declared
               its independence from Spain in 1821, was under the rule of the Republic of Haiti, which had gained independence from France in 1804 after a long, bloody revolution.
               The Haitian Constitution of 1805 had declared that the island of Hispaniola was to be one nation, which was the justification for President Jean-Pierre Boyer to declare his intention to unite Haiti with the new Estado Independiente del Haití
               Español (Independent State of Spanish Haiti), which had been declared on 1 December
               1822. He wrote to José Núñez de Cáceres on 11 January 1822, announcing that he would do so “not as a conqueror, but as a
               pacifier and conciliator.” Facing an overwhelming force, Núñez wrote back on 19 January
               to accept Boyer’s inevitable entry into the country, which followed on 28 January,
               when 12,000 Haitian troops crossed the border in two columns. Crushing sporadic and
               futile resistance, they united to take possession of Santo Domingo on 9 February, with Núñez formally capitulating to Boyer at El Conde Gate by relinquishing the keys of the city to him. But he took the occasion to speak
               in protest of Boyer’s action, pointing to the differences in language, customs, beliefs,
               and legal systems that existed between the two sides of the island. 
            

            
            The first actions Boyer took were to abolish slavery and the system of terrenos comuneros (commonly held lands), converting territory that had been given over to free-range
               cattle and the montero subsistence lifestyle into private parcels held with titles conferred by the state,
               on the condition that the property be dedicated to agriculture, in particular the cultivation of coffee, cocoa, and tobacco. Under the Haitian land reform, many formerly enslaved people received titles to
               farms, while many others enlisted in the Haitian army. In October 1822, the Haitian
               Congress authorized the new governor of Santo Domingo, Maximilien Borgella, to confiscate
               all of the real estate formerly held by the government of Spain, and all the holdings
               of the Roman Catholic Church, with the property to be divided among freed people, soldiers in the army, and government
               functionaries. In February 1823, Boyer announced that the property of the many Dominicans
               who had left the island after the occupation began would be forfeited to the state,
               unless the owners returned to claim it within four months, which few of them did,
               leaving their relations who had stayed behind destitute when they lost the use of
               houses and land owned by exiles. While the early measures enacted by Boyer mainly hurt Dominican elites and benefited
               the lowest classes, other policies began to spark popular resistance. The passage
               of the Rural Code in 1826, designed to increase national productivity in order to
               relieve Haiti’s crushing debt to France, forced peasants into strenuous plantation cultivation, punishing those who resisted
               with prison at hard labor. At the same time, Boyer increased taxation, with the revenues
               to be applied directly to the French debt, which Dominicans did not consider to be
               their responsibility. The Haitian government cut off the salaries paid to the Roman
               Catholic clergy, and reduced the many religious holidays Dominicans customarily celebrated.
               Dominicans across the social spectrum resented the imposition of French as the official
               language. Perhaps most appalling to common people was the closing of cockfighting rings on weekdays.
            

            
            Organized resistance to the occupation emerged soon after it began. A large conspiracy
               dedicated to bringing back rule by Spain, led by Baltasar Nova, was exposed in May
               1824. Governor Borgella executed four of the leaders and jailed nearly 200, but Nova
               himself escaped to Venezuela. The window of opportunity for a successful independence
               movement would not come until 1843, when Boyer lost power, allowing the secret Trinitaria organization to bring about the War of Dominican Independence. The Declaration of Independence of 1844 cited the many grievances the Dominicans
               held against the Haitian occupation, which justified the separation.
            

         

         
         	HATO MAYOR

         
         	
            An hourglass-shaped province that nearly straddles the country, from Samaná Bay in the north almost to the Caribbean Sea in the south, where it forms a wedge between
               the provinces of Santo Domingo and San Pedro de Macorís. The mountains of the Cordillera Oriental cross the province at the narrowest point of the hourglass.
               Monte Plata Province flanks it to the west and the province of El Seibo, from which it was created in 1985, is its eastern boundary. The name of the capital
               city is Hato Mayor del Rey (The King’s Major Ranch), which was founded in 1530. It
               derives from the local belief that there was a royal ranch there in colonial times,
               which is said to have had an abundance of cattle, which is still the case today. Hato
               Mayor is lightly populated, with an area of more than 1,300 sq. km (500 sq. mi.) and
               a population of just over 100,000, about 70,000 of them residing in the capital. The
               economy is dominated by husbandry and agriculture, although there is also a zona franca (free trade zone) and an amber mine.
            

         

         
         	HENRÍQUEZ Y CARVAJAL, FRANCISCO (1859–1935)

         
         	
            Elected president in 1916, he was forced from office by the U.S. Marine occupation. The influential, highly respected Henríquez studied constitutional law as a student
               of Eugenio María de Hostos, received a degree in philosophy from the seminary of San Tomás in his native Santo Domingo, and earned his doctorate in medicine from the University of Paris. He was a surgeon
               and a newspaper editor in Santo Domingo, and worked with his famous wife,  Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, to operate a school and to advocate for women’s rights. Henríquez, in the center of a circle of liberal, positivist intellectuals,
               gained the enmity of the dictator Ulises Heureaux and went into exile during his regime. He returned to serve as foreign minister under Juan Isidro Jimenes in 1899, but went back into exile in Cuba after Jimenes fell in 1902. On 31 July
               1916, the Dominican Congress elected Henríquez, who was still in Cuba, to replace
               Juan Isidro Jimenes, who had resigned as president six weeks before, when U.S. forces invaded the capital.
               He returned to Santo Domingo and assumed the title of president, but the marines,
               who had opposed his election, refused to work with him and denied funds to his government.
               In November, the United States declared a formal military occupation of the country, and U.S. Navy captain Harry
               S. Knapp took over the duties of the Dominican president. Henríquez then traveled
               to the United States with Fabio Fiallo to protest the occupation to State Department officials such as Sumner Welles and to negotiate its end, without success. He attended the Versailles Conference in
               1919 for the same purpose, but again to no avail. He opposed the Hughes–Peynado Agreement and was not involved in the government of Horacio Vásquez, which came to power under its terms. In the last five years of his life, Henríquez
               served as a diplomat in France and Cuba representing the government of Rafael Trujillo.
            

         

         
         	HENRÍQUEZ UREÑA, PEDRO NICOLÁS FEDERICO (1884–1946)

         
         	
            An internationally acclaimed writer, literary critic, philologist, and philosopher,
               he was the son of Salomé Ureña de Henríquez and Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal. Born in Santo Domingo, he went to study in New York in 1901, when he was 17 years old, then went to Havana, Cuba, in 1905, where he published
               his first book, Ensayos críticos (Critical Essays) at the age of 21. He moved to Mexico and lived there from 1906
               to 1913, during which he published prolifically, including Horas de Estudios (Hours of Studies) and Literatura dominicana (Dominican Literature). He critiqued the philosophy of positivism, which had been
               the creed of the Dominican intelligentsia, in his influential essays  El positivismo de Comte (The Positivism of Comte) and El positivismo independiente (Independent Positivism). He returned to the United States in 1915, where he published Nacimiento de Dionisios (Birth of Dionysus) in 1916 and Las nuevas estrellas de Heredia (The New Stars of Heredia) in 1918. That same year, he began graduate studies at
               the University of Minnesota, receiving his doctorate in 1921, while publishing La versificación irregular en la poesía castellana (Irregular Versification in Castilian Poetry) in the interim. He gave a farewell lecture
               criticizing the U.S. Marine occupation, then left for Mexico, where he spent the next three years, including time spent
               working in the government with José Vasconcelos, the influential philosopher, who
               was secretary of the Department of Education. During that time, two of his best-known works came out: En la orilla. Mi España (On the Shore, My Spain) in 1922 and La utopía de América (The Utopia of America) in 1925, which set forth his philosophy of Americanismo (Americanism), which celebrated the values and culture of Latin America, with its
               links to Spain. He relocated to Argentina in 1921, where he produced the bulk of his life’s work,
               first while serving as professor at the University of La Plata, and beginning in 1930,
               at the Institute of Philology in Buenos Aires. Henríquez was primarily concerned with
               the phonetics of the Spanish language as expressed in the “America” that he sought
               to define. His books from the period include Seis ensayos en busca de nuestra expression (Six Essays in Search of Our Expression, 1928), La cultura y las letras coloniales en Santo Domingo (Colonial Culture and Language in Santo Domingo, 1936), El Español en Santo Domingo (Spanish in Santo Domingo, 1940), and Plenitud de España (Plenitude of Spain), all published in Buenos Aires. He remained in Argentina until
               his death in 1946, with the exception of 1931–1933, when he repatriated to his native
               country to serve as secretary of education in the government of Rafael Trujillo. The National Library of the Dominican Republic, located in the Plaza de la Cultura, was dedicated to Henríquez Ureña in 1971.
            

         

         
         	HERMANAS MIRABAL

         
         	
            The smallest province in the country, at 440 sq. km (170 sq. mi.), it is less than 1 percent of Dominican
               territory. It was named for the martyred Mirabal sisters in 2007. Previously it was called Salcedo, for Francisco Antonio Salcedo, not the
               better-known José Antonio Salcedo, both of whom were heroes of the Restoration War, though unrelated. The capital of the province is still named Salcedo, where 45,000
               of the total population of 110,000 reside. The province is located between the mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional (Northern Range) and the Cibao Valley. Espaillat Province borders it to the north and west, La Vega lies to the south, and Duarte Province is on its eastern border. Agriculture in Hermanas Mirabal Province is impeded by the lack of rainfall and rivers, although a zona franca (free trade zone) diversifies its economy.
            

         

         
         	HERNÁNDEZ FRANCO, TOMÁS (1904–1952)

         
         	
            An author, poet, journalist, and diplomat, he was born in Tamboril in the province of Santiago and published his first work, Rezos bohemios (Bohemian Prayers), at the age of 16. He then spent six years in Paris, where he
               researched and wrote two books on boxing. Returning to his home country, he became
               a supporter of Rafael Trujillo prior his rise to power in the Revolution of 1930, which Hernández Franco subsequently extolled in his book La más bella revolución de América (The Most Beautiful Revolution of America). He served in the dictatorship’s foreign service while continuing to compose poetry and publish books, the most
               critically acclaimed of which was Yelidá (1942). His best-known work is Cibao  (1951), a collection of short stories, which appeared a year before his death.
            

         

         
         	HERRERA Y TORDESILLAS, ANTONIO DE (1559–1625)

         
         	
            Author of one of the principal works on the conquest of the New World by Spain, General History of the Deeds of the Castilians on the Islands and the Mainland of
                  the Ocean Sea Called the West Indies (1601–1615). Herrera gained the position of Chronicler of the Americas in 1596, after
               which he assembled his voluminous History. The publication was the basis for the first book written in the Dominican dialect
               of Spanish, History of the Conquest of the Spanish Island of Santo Domingo (1762) by Luis Joseph Peguero.
            

         

         
         	HEUREAUX, ULISES (1845–1899)

         
         	
            The dominant political figure of the last quarter of the 19th century, Heureaux became
               a dictator in the 1890s, ruling with violence and extravagance until his assassination
               in 1899. Known by his nickname “Lilís,” he was born in Puerto Plata to a father from Haiti and a mother from St. Thomas in the Danish Virgin Islands. He was a protégé of Gregorio Luperón, serving as his aide during the Restoration War while still in his teens. After the war, he became one of the leaders of Luperón’s
               Azules (Blues) political party, fomenting a rebellion in Puerto Plata in 1876 that brought Ulises Espaillat to the presidency briefly, with Heureaux as secretary of war and navy. When the Rojos
               (Reds) party of Buenaventura Báez returned to power, Heureaux resumed his resistance, toppling the government of Cesáreo Guillermo in 1879, and permitting Luperón to assume the presidency. Luperón remained in Puerto
               Plata during the next 14 months, sending directions to Heureaux to carry out in Santo Domingo. A new constitution provided for orderly elections in 1880, which preceded a rare, peaceful transition
               of the presidency from Luperón to the Blue Party candidate, Archbishop Fernando Meriño. Heureaux became the secretary of the interior and police, wielding greater influence
               in the government than the president himself, whom he succeeded in 1882. His first
               term as president was ended with a disputed election in 1884, when he and Luperón
               supported different candidates, and he stuffed the ballot boxes to get his man, Francisco Gregorio Billini, elected. After becoming president, however, Billini resisted Heureaux’s efforts
               to dominate his administration, and Heureaux conspired to force him out of office
               on 16 May 1885, with vice president Alejandro Woss y Gil assuming office. Heureaux took over command of the army, which crushed an uprising led by former president Guillermo, who committed suicide.
               The death of their shared nemesis brought about a reconciliation between Heureaux
               and Luperón, who gave him his support in the election of 1886, which he won, again
               with fraudulent means, over Casimiro de Moya. Soon after taking office in January 1887, Heureaux brutally extinguished a rebellion
               in the Cibao raised by the defeated candidate’s followers and proceeded to consolidate power as
               a dictator. He sent his erstwhile mentor (and potential rival) Luperón into exile, brought members of the rival Red Party into his government, and prevailed upon the
               legislature to pass an amendment to the constitution allowing presidential reelection and the direct popular vote, ensuring that his continuation
               in office would have legal trappings.
            

            
             As president, despite his dictatorial rule, Heureaux espoused the positivist ideals,
               based on progress and faith in the future, which Dominican intellectuals of the time,
               such as Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, advocated. He carried out ambitious public works programs, such as building a bridge
               across the Ozama River and a railroad from Santiago to Puerto Plata to improve transportation, and enhancing the urban infrastructure with electrification, street lights, city
               parks, and related projects. He lived lavishly, spending large sums for elaborate
               uniforms and a luxurious lifestyle, until his personal finances merged with the national
               treasury. He richly rewarded his military allies and harshly punished his political opponents, arresting them and forcing them
               into exile. He maintained tight surveillance on Dominican exiles abroad and on Dominican
               citizens at home through a network of informers, spies, and secret police. In order
               to finance his program of construction, his expensive military, his personal largesse,
               his bribery of friends, and his intelligence operations, Heureaux borrowed heavily
               from foreign banking houses. He contracted a loan on disastrous terms with the Dutch bank Westendorp and Company, which subsequently went bankrupt, selling its assets to an investment group in New York calling itself the San Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC), which loaned him even more money secretly. In 1897, with the country on the
               brink of bankruptcy from ruinous interest payments on the enormous foreign debt, Heureaux
               ordered $5 million in paper money to be printed, derisively called papelitas de Lilís (Lilís’s scraps of paper), which worsened the crisis by causing rampant inflation
               and wiping out personal fortunes. 
            

            
            Heureaux also cultivated populist appeal, partly by traveling around the country to
               generate support, which also helped to defuse or overawe incipient resistance to his
               rule. This practice became his downfall, however, when a conspiracy against him formed
               in the habitually restive Cibao. Heureaux decided to go on tour in the region, giving the conspirators, principal
               among them Ramón Cáceres and Horacio Vásquez, the opportunity to carry out his assassination in Moca on 26 July 1899. He left behind a $35 million national debt, some 15 times larger
               than the annual national revenue, most of it in the hands of the SDIC, a fact that
               would set the country on the road to financial intervention and eventually military
               occupation by the United States.
            

         

         
         	HIGÜEY

         
         	
            One of the five Taíno chiefdoms, or cacicazgos, the name means “sun” or “light,” a reference to the fact that it was the easternmost
               of them. Higüey was the last of the five to be conquered by the Spanish, holding out
               until 1503, when an expedition commanded by Juan de Esquivel apprehended their leader, Cotubanamá, on Saona. Today, Higüey is the capital city of the province of la   Altagracia, and the principal religious pilgrimage site in the Dominican Republic, owing to
               the presence there of the cathedral dedicated to the national patroness, Nuestra Señora de La Altagracia (Our Lady of High Grace). The city is situated on the Yuma River, with a population of approximately 288,000.
            

         

         
         	HISPANIOLA

         
         	
            The island shared by the Dominican Republic and Haiti, which was the Taíno word for it, an accurate description meaning roughly “land of mountains.” With an area of 76,480 sq. km (29,530 sq. mi.), it is the second-largest island
               in the Caribbean, behind Cuba, containing a population of approximately 20 million,
               roughly evenly divided between the two nations. The fact that Haiti is more densely
               populated and far more impoverished, and that its environment is among the more ravaged places on Earth, results in intense demographic pressure
               for migration from west to east, with ensuing conflict with the Dominican Republic,
               which not only resists the entry of desperate immigrants but recently amended its
               constitution to deport all residents of Haitian nationality or parentage, including people born
               on Dominican soil. 
            

            
            When Christopher Columbus encountered the island in December 1492, he compared its flora and fauna to that
               of Castile, calling the place “la isla Española,” or “the Spanish island.” Bartolomé  de las Casas shortened the name to “Española” in his writings in Spanish. Peter Martyr d’Anghiera
               rendered that name in Latin as “Hispaniola” in his 1530 account of Spain’s conquest, De Orbe Novo. English and French translations of that influential work kept “Hispaniola,” which
               became the accepted name of the island on maps and in scholarly references. Other
               names still commonly used to refer to the island are “Saint-Domingue,” the name of
               the French colony that occupied its western third from the 1697 Treaty of Rijswick  until the Haitian Revolution (1790–1804), and “Santo Domingo,” the name of the Spanish colony that occupied its eastern two thirds from 1493 until
               the declaration of independence from Spain in 1821, and the largest city in the country.
            

         

         
         	HORACISTAS

         
         	
            The name given to followers of the president and caudillo leader Horacio Vásquez. Many members of the 19th century Azules (Blues) political party became horacistas.
            

         

         
         	HOSTOS, EUGENIO MARÍA DE (1839–1903)

         
         	
            Educator and philosopher from Puerto Rico who greatly influenced the Dominican intellectual
               elite in the late 19th century. He first came to Santo Domingo in 1875 and founded the first normal school in the country, then returned in 1879
               to establish the second, in Santiago. Hostos espoused ideals of progress and the philosophy of positivism that were adopted
               by Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, her husband Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal, Pedro Francisco Bonó, and many other luminaries of Dominican education and literature. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	HUGHES–PEYNADO AGREEMENT

         
         	
            Diplomatic accord with the United States, also known as the Peynado–Hughes Agreement, that ended the U.S. Marine occupation. Dominican envoy Francisco Peynado and Assistant Secretary of State Sumner Welles negotiated the agreement in Santo Domingo and Washington, D.C., where Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes signed it on
               22 June 1922. The terms called for a provisional government to hold elections and
               stipulated that the new Dominican government honor the laws passed during the occupation
               and assume the $21 million in banking loans contracted by the U.S. military government, while permitting the military occupation to continue in the interim.
               As a result, the plan encountered opposition from the nationalist pura y simple movement, which called for an end to the occupation “pure and simple.” A Commission
               of Representatives convened in Santo Domingo to reconcile the issues with Welles,
               and on 23 September 1922, it approved a modified draft of the agreement. In addition
               to Peynado himself, the commission comprised Horacio Vásquez, Federico Velásquez, Elías Brache Jr., representing the party of Juan Isidro Jimenes, and Monsignor Adolfo Nouel. The commission then approved Juan Bautista Vicini Burgos as provisional president, and he took office on 21 October 1922. While the military government retained certain
               budgetary powers, the provisional government took over most domestic functions. The
               new army created by the marines, called a “constabulary force,” took over law enforcement,
               while the marines themselves began to withdraw, first from the countryside, then from
               the cities. The Dominican army supervised the peaceful presidential elections held
               in March 1924, in which Vásquez defeated Peynado. Vásquez took power on 12 July 1924,
               and the last of the marines departed on 18 September 1924.
            

         

         
         	HULL–TRUJILLO TREATY

         
         	
            The diplomatic agreement, concluded in September 1940, that ended the Dominican Customs Receivership under which the United States had managed the finances of the Dominican Republic since 1905. U.S. secretary of
               state Cordell Hull and dictator Rafael Trujillo signed the treaty, known in the Dominican Republic as the Tratado Trujillo–Hull,
               culminating a decade of often acrimonious negotiations. The treaty was integral to
               the Good Neighbor Policy of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, a noninterventionist
               stance that aimed to repair the damage to U.S.–Latin American relations that had been
               inflicted by the “gunboat diplomacy” of previous administrations, including the U.S.
               Marine occupation of the Dominican Republic, 1916–1924, and the Dominican Customs Receivership, which
               Hull referred to as “the last sore thumb” remaining from the previous era. The Hull–Trujillo
               Treaty, announced the same day as the “destroyers-for-bases deal,” led to a World
               War II alliance with Trujillo. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	HUMAN RIGHTS

         
         	
            The 1948 United Nations Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) outlined a wide range of
               rights (life, liberty, security), freedoms (of speech, of the press, to vote), and
               protections (from an array of discriminations such as those based on race and sex,
               from arbitrary arrest and abuse). The Dominican Republic was a charter member of the
               United Nations and a signatory to the UDHR, but it has compiled a spotty record for
               respecting the basic human rights that the document specifies. 
            

            
            In fact, when the modern concept of “human rights” emerged in the wake of World War
               II, the country was under the harsh control of the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who came to power and ruled with disregard for such considerations until 1961. Trujillo
               served with the United States forces during the U.S. Marine occupation of the country, 1916–1924, during which the military perpetrated widespread crimes against human rights that were documented in U.S. Senate
               hearings in 1920–1921, including the killing of innocent civilians, the destruction
               of entire villages, and the grisly torture of suspected guerrillas and their supporters.
               Trujillo borrowed these tactics in seizing power, employing a gang of thugs dubbed
               “The 44th,” named after the most vicious of the marine companies of the occupation.
               Trujillo carried out the Haitian Massacre of 1937, the bloodiest human rights violation in Dominican history, which killed 12,000 to
               15,000 people of Haitian ancestry, and maybe more. He gained a notorious international
               reputation in the years following his cynical endorsement of the UDHD, by murdering
               opponents, abusing political prisoners, and lashing out violently at Jehovah’s Witnesses
               and Catholic priests, among many others. The case of the Mirabal sisters, who were kidnapped, sexually assaulted, tortured, and murdered in November 1960,
               was the most outrageous of Trujillo’s litany of human rights violations during his
               31 years in power.
            

            
            The fall of the dictator failed to improve the human rights situation significantly,
               because his military remained intact. When the government of freely elected president   Juan Bosch promulgated a constitution in 1963 that guaranteed political freedoms and initiated land reform to redistribute
               acreage to the poor, the military removed him from power. When Bosch’s supporters
               rose up in the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965, the military bombed Santo Domingo, causing extensive casualties among the civilian population, and triggering Operation Power Pack, a massive military intervention on the part of the United States and a few other
               Organization of American States (OAS) member nations. The occupation ended in 1966 with the return to the presidency
               of Joaquín Balaguer, Trujillo’s puppet president at the time of his assassination in 1961, who committed
               untold human rights crimes during his Twelve Years period in office, with approximately 5,000 real and imagined opponents of his authoritarian
               regime killed or “disappeared.” Balaguer’s atrocious human rights record and audacious
               commandeering of the electoral process earned widespread opprobrium and contributed
               to the international pressure, exerted most forcefully by U.S. president Jimmy Carter,
               that led to his stepping down in 1978. 
            

            
            From 1978 to 1996, during two terms under presidents of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) and 10 years under Balaguer again, human rights violations did not approach
               the previous levels of violence, but unauthorized killings by the police in impoverished
               neighborhoods of the large cities, especially during demonstrations caused by economic
               hardship, continued to be a problem throughout those decades. Police abuse of power
               continues to be a major issue, especially violence directed at Haitians and Dominico-Haitians
               living in the country, who have been subjected to increasing harassment and summary
               deportation, especially since the 2013 ruling by the Dominican Constitutional Court
               ordering a survey of birth certificates going back to 1929, to identify the Dominican-born
               children of Haitian parents for potential expulsion. A delegation from the Inter-American
               Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) visited the Dominican Republic in March 2014 and
               reported negatively on the situation, but the criticisms leveled by the IACHR and
               by the office of the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights only seem to
               stiffen Dominican popular resentment of Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian ethnicity.
               Amnesty International also identifies violence against women as an ongoing blemish on the Dominican human rights record. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	HURRICANES

         
         	
            Termed “tropical cyclones” in meteorology, hurricanes have deeply influenced Dominican
               history, striking the island of Hispaniola frequently, often claiming lives and causing great damage, and sometimes altering
               the political landscape while devastating the physical one. Hurricanes form in maritime
               air masses saturated with evaporated seawater that form over the warmest areas of
               the ocean, and then form low-pressure cores with rings of strong thunderstorms surrounding
               them. One of the zones of heaviest tropical cyclone formation is the southwestern
               North Atlantic Ocean, in the vicinity of the Caribbean Sea, where their counter-clockwise
               circulation generates winds that can reach 320 km per hour (200 mph), so strong they
               blow the bark off palm trees. That was the strength of the Great Hurricane of 1780,
               called San Calixto, the deadliest hurricane in Caribbean history, which killed an
               estimated 27,000 people in a swath from Barbados to eastern Hispaniola.
            

            
            The Spanish word huracán derives from the Taíno word for the catastrophic seasonal storms, which mainly occur between early June
               and late November. The Taíno god of hurricanes and related flooding was among the
               most powerful gods, or zemis, in the native people’s pantheon. A hurricane in 1494 devastated the first Spanish
               capital at La Isabela. Hurricanes have swept Santo Domingo repeatedly, the first reported one on 30 June 1502, which led to the new city’s relocation
               to the opposite bank of the Ozama River. “Hurricane San Zenón” killed an estimated 8,000 inhabitants and demolished most
               of the city on 3 September 1930, soon after Rafael Trujillo became president. He subsequently consolidated his dictatorship partly through the course of rebuilding the capital, renamed Ciudad Trujillo in 1936.
               The most recent hurricane to strike the metropolis was Hurricane Dean in 2007. Twin
               hurricanes destroyed much of the all-important sugar crop in 1979. Perhaps the most destructive hurricane in Dominican history was 1998’s
               Hurricane Georges, which caused massive flooding, killing an estimated 380 people,
               and inflicting approximately $1.2 billion in damage. 
            

         

         
         	HYDROELECTRIC PRODUCTION

         
         	
            See .
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         	IMBERT BARRERAS, ANTONIO (1920– )

         
         	
            The last surviving participant in the assassination of Rafael Trujillo, and with Luis Amiama Tío, one of two conspirators to survive the aftermath of the assassination, while more
               than 70 died. Imbert became governor of Puerto Plata   province in 1940 and was in that position at the time of the Luperón exile invasion in 1946. He erred by sending the names of the survivors, angering Trujillo,
               who removed him from office. A central member of the conspiracy to assassinate the
               dictator, he was the driver of the car that the gunmen rode, and then drove around
               with the body of the dictator in the trunk. He hid for weeks while government agents
               searched for him, emerging to be a major participant in the chaotic events that subsequently
               took place. Imbert acted as interim president from 7 May to 30 August 1965, during the U.S. intervention in Santo Domingo known as Operation Power Pack, which took place after the Constitutionalist Revolt. In that capacity, he negotiated the end to the occupation. He survived an assassination
               attempt in 1967. 
            

         

         
         	INCHÁUSTEGUI CABRAL, HÉCTOR (1912–1979)

         
         	
            One of the leading intellectuals of the 20th century, he was a prolific author, poet,
               playwright, journalist, academic, and diplomat. Born in Baní, he first gained fame with the publication of Poemas de una sola angustia (Poems of a Single Anguish) in 1939. In the next decade, he became associated with
               the Generación de 48 (Generation of 1948), a group of poets that included Pedro Mir and Tomás Hernández Franco, who had in common their moral and social concerns, and their use of free verse.
               In 1952, he was awarded the literary premio (prize) named for Pedro Henríquez Ureña for his collection entitled Las ínsulas extrañas  (The Strange Islands). Incháustegui also wrote works of history and literary criticism,
               among the best known of which are Historia Dominicana: 1844–1953 (1955), and De literatura dominicana del siglo XX (On 20th-Century Dominican Literature, 1968). His most famous play is Miedo en un puñado de polvo (Fear in a Fistful of Dust, 1964). He served the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo in a variety of government positions and postings as ambassador to Brazil, Ecuador,
               El Salvador, Mexico, and Venezuela. He was president of the Academia Dominicana de
               la Lengua (Dominican Academy of Language), a professor and writer-in-residence at
               the Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM, Mother and Teacher Pontifical
               Catholic University) in Santo Domingo, and a member of the International Cultural Committee of the Organization of American States (OAS).
            

         

         
         	INDEPENDENCE

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	INDEPENDENCE DAY

         
         	
            February 27, the date in 1844 when the Trinitaria organization attacked El Conde Gate in Santo Domingo, starting the War of Dominican Independence.
            

         

         
         	INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN

         
         	
            The first attempt to gain Dominican sovereignty, which lasted less than two months.
               On 1 December 1821, after the period of misrule known as España Boba (Stupid Spain), José Núñez de Cáceres declared the independence of the colony of Santo Domingo, with the name Estado Independiente del Haití Español (Independent State of Spanish
               Haiti). But on 28 January 1822, 12,000 Haitian troops under the command of Jean-Pierre Boyer invaded the country, ending the moment of independence, and beginning the Haitian occupation, which lasted until the War of Dominican Independence in 1844. 
            

         

         
         	INDEPENDENCIA

         
         	
            The westernmost province in the country, it juts into Haiti, and nearly surrounds Lago Enriquillo. Its capital, Jimaní, is located very close to the Haitian border, where a binational
               market located at the crossing known as Mal Paso facilitates trade between the nations. The region was part of the Taíno chiefdom of Jaragua before the arrival of the Spanish. Established in 1950, Independencia Province was
               one of many provinces that Rafael Trujillo created during his dictatorship. Its northern neighbor is Elías Piña Province, with the provinces of Bahoruco, Barahona, and Pedernales to the east, southeast, and south, respectively. The province is the second least
               populated, with barely 50,000 people in a rugged landscape of just over 2 million
               sq. km (772,000 sq. mi.). With a desert-like climate and topography in the lowlands, the mountains of the Sierra de Neiba to the north and the Sierra de Bahoruco to the south, and
               the saltwater Enriquillo Lake below sea level in the middle, Independencia Province
               has little arable land.
            

         

         
         	INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	INDIO

         
         	
            The Spanish word means “Indian,” but the Dominican connotation is a racial category
               that might be considered a euphemism for mulatto. The Taíno population of Hispaniola collapsed soon after the Spanish invasion but not before a certain degree of racial
               mixing had taken place between native women and Spanish men. Recent estimates of genetic composition suggest that perhaps 6 percent
               of the total gene pool is Taíno in origin. But the term  Indio  took on deeper resonance during the regime of Rafael Trujillo, due to the demonization of all things African, and relative glorification of Taíno
               or Indio  heritage, ancestry, and lineage. Rather than say “mulatto,” people claimed “Indio,”
               which was a widely used passport designation.
            

         

         
         	INDUSTRY

         
         	
            The country was slow to industrialize, but the proliferation of zonas francas (free trade zones, FTZs) in the late 20th century propelled it to being the fastest growing sector
               of the Dominican economy. Industrial activity now accounts for nearly 30 percent of the GDP, and employs 22
               percent of the work force. The first industrial concerns were tanneries to serve the
               dominant enterprise of cattle ranching. Steam-powered sugar refineries accompanied the growth of sugar plantations in the late 19th century.
               Rafael Trujillo diversified the economy during his dictatorship by supporting new industries, most of which he himself or members of his family owned.
               The administration of Joaquín Balaguer initiated construction of the first FTZ to attract light manufacturing in 1969. A
               boom in FTZ development followed over the course of the next four decades, ending
               around the time of the global recession of 2008, but the industrial output of the
               FTZs is still crucial to the Dominican economy.
            

         

         
         	ISLANDS

         
         	
            Unlike Cuba and Puerto Rico, which are both archipelagos comprising hundreds of islands,
               Hispaniola has few barrier islands ringing its coast. On the Dominican side, the list of outlying
               islands is short. Uninhabited Isla Beata (27 sq. km, 10.4 sq. mi.) lies off the tip
               of the Barahona Peninsula in the southwest, was inhabited by Taínos, visited by Christopher Columbus in 1494, was populated by feral cattle and used as a salt pan. Today it is part of
               Jaragua National Park, along with tiny, desert Isla Alto Velo (High Veil Island) at 1 sq. km (0.39 sq.
               mi.), the southernmost point in the Dominican Republic, which the United States attempted to claim in the 1860s, for its valuable guano deposits. Close to La Romana, Isla Catalina (10 sq. km, 3.8 sq. mi.) is a tourism destination for cruise ships and excursions from nearby beach resorts, with a population
               of 300. The largest island in the country is Isla Saona (110 sq. km, 42.5 sq. mi.) off the southeast end of the island, which is part of
               the National Park of the East. Tiny but popular Cayo Levantado in Samaná Bay is reached by ferry and has a private resort hotel and a public beach. Near Monte Cristi, the uninhabited barrier islands called Isla Cabra (Goat Island) and Cayos de los
               Siete Hermanos (The Seven Brothers Keys) are nesting places for sea birds. There are
               three islands within Lago Enriquillo: Isla Cabritos (Little Goats Island) and the smaller Isla Barbarita (Little Barbara)
               and Islita (Tiny Island), which support unique flora and fauna, such as saltwater
               crocodiles and tree-sized cacti. Tortuga, the major island off the north coast of
               Haiti, also played a significant role in colonial history, because it was the main base
               for the interrelated pursuits of piracy and buccaneering. 
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         	JAGUA

         
         	
            Name of the cave from which humans emerged in the creation myth of the Taíno.
            

         

         
         	JARAGUA

         
         	
            One of the five chiefdoms or cacicazgos on the island of Hispaniola, then called Haiti. The rulers were called caciques, and could be men or women, as in the case of the last, most famous cacique of Jaragua, Anacaona. Jaragua, also spelled Xaragua, was the farthest west of the five, comprising the
               southern peninsula of Haiti, the coast around the present-day Port-au-Prince, the
               island of Gonâve, and the Barahona Peninsula. The other cacicazgos were Marién to the north, Maguana to the east, and Maguá and Higüey farther east. First contacted by Bartholomew Columbus, the people of Jaragua were attacked by Nicolás de Ovando in 1503, who killed large numbers of them, including Anacaona.
            

         

         
         	JIMENES PEREYRA, JUAN ISIDRO (1846–1919)

         
         	
            Prominent caudillo for several decades bracketing the turn of the 20th century, he served as president from November 1899 to May 1902 and again from December 1914 until May 1916, when he
               lost power to the U.S.  Marine occupation. His numerous followers were known as jimenistas, and their main rivals for power were the followers of Horacio Vásquez, the horacistas. The son of president Manuel Jimenes, he was born in Santo Domingo but grew up in Monte Cristi, where he became wealthy as an importer and exporter. He became involved in politics
               in 1873, in support of Buenaventura Báez. He went into exile during the dictatorship of Ulises Heureaux, plotting an invasion attempt against him that landed by sea in Monte Cristi in June
               1898. The attempt to start a revolution failed, and Jimenes went into exile in France, but the episode made him into a major opposition figure. His popularity led to his
               first period as president, which began in November 1899 after the assassination of
               Heureaux, when he won election on a ticket with Vásquez, the leader of the assassination
               conspiracy. Jimenes inherited the disastrous foreign banking debt that Heureaux had amassed during his decade in power, which was in the hands
               of the San Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC). The SDIC controlled the flow of revenue from Customs receipts, leaving little
               money to run the government, which also owed millions of dollars to several bondholders’
               groups in Europe, prompting threats of intervention from the governments of Germany,
               Belgium, Italy, and the United Kingdom. When Jimenes announced in January 1901 that
               he might end the arrangement whereby the SDIC collected the country’s Customs, the
               government of the United States became directly involved in the issue of the Dominican foreign debt for the first
               time, which would eventually result in the creation of a U.S.-run Customs Receivership in 1905 and then the U.S. Marine occupation of the nation from 1916 to 1924. During the Jimenes administration, Vásquez resided
               in Santiago to represent the government in the restive Cibao, but ended up plotting to overthrow Jimenes. Vásquez and his followers rose in rebellion
               in April 1902, marching on the capital and forcing Jimenes out of power and back into
               exile. The war between the two divided the country into two reshaped political camps
               for the next 15 years, with the former members of the Rojos and Azules (Reds and Blues)
               political parties, which had been united under Heureaux, falling into a new alignment behind either
               Jimenes or Vásquez. Former Red Party members tended to rally to Jimenes, the old baecista,
               while Vásquez drew the support of the Blues. There was little ideological difference
               between the factions, which were more like aggregations of personal supporters of
               the respective caudillo leaders than political parties. When Vásquez himself fell
               within a year, overthrown after imprisoned supporters of Heureaux revolted and seized
               control of Fortaleza   Ozama, Jimenes tried to regain power, but the Heureaux forces blocked him, making Alejandro Woss y Gil president instead. At that point, Jimenes organized his jimenista party, known as los bolos (cockfighting roosters who lack tail feathers), who squared off against los coludos (fighting cocks with tails feathers) of Vásquez until the marine occupation. 
            

            
            The jimenista/horacista dispute dominated the chaotic period that followed the assassination of Ramón Cáceres in 1911; Jimenes emerged as the winner in the elections of 1914, with the support of Desiderio Arias. The latter turned on him in short order, setting off a revolution that triggered
               the Wilson Plan and military occupation by the United States. Jimenes, caught between the demands of the United States to allow intervention and
               the nationalist renunciation of foreign meddling in domestic disputes, resigned the
               presidency to a U.S. Marine officer in May 1916.
            

         

         
         	JIMENES, MANUEL (1808–1854)

         
         	
            The second president of the Dominican Republic and father of Juan Isidro Jimenes, another president. Born in Guantánamo, Cuba, Jimenes was minister of war for first
               president Pedro Santana. When Santana left office, Jimenes was elected president, taking office in September
               1848, just before Emperor Faustin Soulouque of Haiti invaded the country. Santana returned to lead the Dominican Army to victory over the Haitians at the battle of Las Carreras in April 1849, then overthrew Jimenes in May, barely a week after the birth of future
               caudillo leader Juan Isidro Jimenes. Jimenes went into exile in Haiti, where he died in 1854.
            

         

         
         	JIMENISTAS

         
         	
            The name given to followers of the president and caudillo leader Juan Isidro Jimenes. Former members of the 19th century Rojos (Reds) political party of Buenaventura Báez tended to ally with the jimenistas.
            

         

         
         	JORGE BLANCO, SALVADOR (1926–2010)

         
         	
            President from 1982–1986 as the leader of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). Problems in the economy marred his administration, and unsubstantiated corruption charges put him in prison
               after he left office. Born in Santiago, Jorge Blanco received his law degree at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo in 1950 and a doctorate in international law in Madrid the following year. He became
               politically active after the end of the Rafael Trujillo regime in 1961, joining the Unión Cívica Nacional political party, but after the military coup against Juan Bosch and the suspension of the Constitution of 1963, he joined the PRD and helped to bring about the Constitutionalist Revolt in 1965. He served as a top lawyer in the revolutionary government of Francisco Caamaño Deño and was among those who negotiated the end of the U.S. military intervention called Operation Power Pack in 1966. He held a variety of leadership positions in the PRD during Balaguer’s Twelve Years in office, while teaching law at the Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra
               (Mother and Teacher Pontifical Catholic University). He became president of the PRD in 1977, but lost his bid to be nominated as the
               party’s candidate for president in 1978 to Antonio Guzmán, who went on to defeat Balaguer. Jorge Blanco’s rivalry with Guzmán divided the PRD,
               especially after he was elected to the Senate in 1979, as he led a growing opposition
               movement in Congress, preventing Guzmán from enacting his legislative agenda despite a strong majority
               in both the Senate and the Assembly. After Guzmán’s suicide, Jorge Blanco secured
               the PRD nomination over the incumbent president, Jacobo Majluta, and was elected president in 1982, gaining nearly 47 percent of the vote to defeat
               Balaguer (39 percent) and Bosch (less than 10 percent). 
            

            
            The Jorge Blanco administration was a disaster, owing to the imposition of economic
               and monetary reforms in April 1984 that were dictated by the International Monetary
               Fund (IMF), including the removal of key government price supports for essential food
               items, which triggered steep increases in prices. The result was widespread incidents
               of urban unrest that were termed “bread riots,” which caused scores of deaths across
               the country. The violence inflicted on the rioters by the police generated a public
               outcry and charges that the Jorge Blanco government permitted human rights violations, which the PRD had championed in opposition to the Balaguer regime. The
               IMF program devastated the Dominican economy, which contracted for the first time since 1965. In November 1985, a meeting at the
               Concorde Hotel to count the votes to decide the PRD’s presidential nominee for the
               1986 election ended in a bloody shootout, so that the party entered the election year
               in disarray, with Majluta heading the ticket. The dysfunction of the Jorge Blanco
               years set the stage for the return of a vengeful Joaquín Balaguer to the presidency
               in August 1986. The Balaguer government initiated corruption proceedings against Jorge
               Blanco within months, charging him with misappropriation of funds. After being arrested,
               extensively interrogated, and released again in April 1987, he sought political asylum
               at the embassy of Venezuela. The Venezuelan government denied his request, but he
               was allowed to leave the country for medical treatment in the United States after suffering a heart attack in early May. In November 1988, after a ten-day trial,
               a Dominican court convicted him in absentia of 38 charges ranging from theft to “abuse
               of confidence,” sentencing him to 20 years in prison and a 100 million peso fine.
               He immediately returned to the Dominican Republic to fight the charges, winning his
               appeal in late 1989, but after a second, televised trial in 1991, the Santo Domingo Court of Appeals affirmed the original conviction and 20-year prison sentence. This
               time Jorge Blanco spent two months in prison before gaining his release, and he spent
               the next decade seeking to have the judgment reversed. President Hipólito Mejía annulled the conviction in 2001, declaring it to be an act of political persecution
               by Balaguer.
            

         

         
         	JUNE 14TH MOVEMENT

         
         	
            A resistance organization formed near the end of the Trujillo regime that included the famous Mirabal sisters. The group took its name from 14 June 1959, the day the Movimiento de la Liberación Dominicana (Dominican Liberation Movement) launched a three-pronged invasion attempt from Cuba,
               with landings at Constanza in the mountains and at Estero Hondo and Maimón on the coast, although it ended in disaster. Even though the invasion failed, it
               inspired the formation of the June 14th Movement. The “1J4,” as it became known, stockpiled
               weapons and ammunition in order to support another invasion effort planning to spark
               an internal revolt against the dictatorship. The members of the 1J4 included mainly young men and women, many of them students, who felt oppressed under Trujillo’s dictatorship and were inspired by Fidel Castro’s success in deposing Fulgencio Batista in Cuba.
               The secret police targeted the conspiracy, arrested most of the plotters, abused them in horrific prisons,
               and killed many of them. The killings and the abuse of political prisoners prompted
               an investigation by the Organization of American States, leading to international sanctions against Trujillo, which contributed to his decline.
               The best-known members of the 1J4 were the Mirabal sisters, whose murder in November
               1960 caused international outrage. 
            

            
              See also .
            

         

         
         	JUNTA CENTRAL ELECTORAL (JCE)

         
         	
            The independent Central Electoral Board supervises all aspects of national political
               campaigns, voter registration, and elections. It was established in 1923 under the
               provisions of a sweeping electoral law mandated by the United States as a precondition to ending the marine occupation of the country. From its origins until very recently, the JCE lacked the independent
               authority necessary to prevent it from being ignored or co-opted by authoritarian
               governments. 
            

            
            The JCE administered its first election in 1924, which resulted in victory by Horacio Vásquez over the protests of his opponent Francisco Peynado, who said the complexities imposed by the agency prevented his supporters from voting.
               The next election supervised by the JCE came in May 1930, after Rafael Trujillo had seized power in what became known as the Revolution of 1930 the previous February. Trujillo ran a campaign of violent intimidation of his opponents,
               culminating in an attack by a gang of his supporters on the JCE office itself, in
               order to disrupt the vote count and ensure a lopsided electoral margin for General
               Trujillo. For the rest of his regime, the JCE would operate in thrall to his single-party
               state by staging elections either of the dictator himself or for one of his hand-picked
               puppet presidents. Under the Trujillo regime, all citizens had to apply for a national
               identification document called a cédula, which they were required to keep in their possession and which they had to present
               at polling stations for compulsory voting. The cédula outlived Trujillo and continues to be the mandatory national personal identification
               card and the basis for the Dominican electoral system today.
            

            
             The JCE supervised a remarkably clean election in 1962 that brought Juan Bosch to office, but it was then the instrument of the United States–controlled election
               of 1966, which ended the period of military occupation dubbed Operation Power Pack and brought Joaquín Balaguer, one of Trujillo’s puppets, to power. During Balaguer’s repressive Twelve Years, the JCE administered tainted polls that kept him in power, until 1978, when the
               voting seemed to be running against the incumbent, and like Trujillo before him, he
               sent a force to stop the count. But international pressure, led by U.S. president
               Jimmy Carter, persuaded Balaguer to allow the JCE to count the votes without interference,
               resulting in his defeat by Antonio Guzmán, the candidate of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). Balaguer returned to the presidency in 1986 and resumed his manipulation of
               the JCE in the widely discredited elections of 1990 and 1994. The latter poll was
               so tainted that international pressure again came to bear on Balaguer, to the extent
               that he agreed to the Pact for Democracy, which provided for a special election, without him as a candidate, in 1996. International
               observers closely watched that election, which Leonel Fernández won, and four years later, they monitored the watershed election of 2000, when Balaguer
               ran again. That year, no candidate received the requisite 50 percent of the vote to
               avoid a runoff, with the PRD’s Hipólito Mejía falling just short. But Balaguer intimated that, rather than subject the country to
               a potentially violent runoff campaign, he would support Mejía in a second round of
               polling, unless his potential opponent, Danilo Medina, conceded. When Medina did so, the JCE announced Mejía as the winner with only 49.87
               percent of the vote, with no runoff election. The JCE accepted this slight deviation
               from constitutional procedure in 2000 to ensure a peaceful transition of power, and
               since then, elections have been relatively free of the kind of major irregularities
               that were routine in the past. Part of this is due to the great complexity of the
               voting process, which requires no less than 16 steps to complete (not including obtaining
               the cédula) and usually consumes many hours of waiting in lines. Adding to the complexity is
               the fact that under the constitution, Dominicans and Dominican   Americans living abroad are now permitted to vote from where they are living, rather than having
               to return to their hometowns, as previously required. Today, the JCE bills itself
               as the “guarantee of identity and democracy”; through the cédula system, it administers not only voter registration but also civil registry, taxes,
               birth certificates, marriages and divorces, name changes, and more. It operates 147
               offices called “centros de cedulación” or identification centers, around the country, as well as 15 mobile units to serve
               the rural population.
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         	KINSHIP

         
         	
            Family relationships are the fundamental social bond in Dominican history. Loyalty
               and generosity to one’s parents, siblings, and other close relatives are expected
               and highly esteemed in the community, while breaches in allegiance and material assistance
               are deeply disparaged. Dominican kinship networks are complicated, being of three
               interrelated types: ancestry, marriage, and compadrazgo, or godparenthood. Kinship by lineage, based on biological parentage, can exist within
               or outside of wedlock. Marriage itself takes three common forms: religious, civil,
               and open. The elite gente de primera families have tended to be patrilineal, with eldest sons inheriting family leadership
               from their fathers, and daughters joining the families of their husbands. The families
               of common people are more often matrilineal, centered on the oldest woman in the group.
               Marriage unions in Dominican society have been fluid, owing to the scarcity of priests
               and the expense of church weddings. Religious marriage has been associated with the
               upper class, while civil unions have been the practice among the greater population.
               The partners in a civil union can obtain a divorce far more easily than those in a
               Roman Catholic marriage, facilitating serial monogamy, especially among men. Many couples of modest
               means engage in open unions when they are younger, then obtain civil recognition of
               their relationships after they establish a stable household for their families. It
               has long been a common practice for men, especially wealthy ones, to have two families,
               one with a publicly recognized wife and another by a mistress, often of lower social
               standing, whom he maintains in a second domicile, referred to as a casa chica, or “cute little house.” 
            

            
            Kinship ties from a public union produce a kind of family capital, whereby the members
               of the extended family who are financially better off assist those who are more in
               need, and sons inherit assets directly from fathers. Family relationships derived
               from concubinage, on the other hand, produce advantages that are tacitly inferred,
               such as a father arranging a job for his son born out of wedlock, while not recognizing
               him publicly or putting him in his will. Compadrazgo is an arrangement that also generates a sort of kinship tie between a pair of new
               parents and a person or a couple, often of higher social standing who may have no
               family or marriage connection but who agree to share responsibility for a child as
               its “co-parents” or “godparents.”
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         	LA ALTAGRACIA

         
         	
            The easternmost province of the country, it occupies the territory of the Taíno chiefdom called Higüey, which Juan de Esquibal conquered in 1502. Its capital city of Salvaleón de Higüey was founded in 1505 by
               Ponce de León on the orders of Governor Nicolas de Ovando. The province is named in honor of Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Our Lady of High Grace), the country’s patroness, whose pilgrimage site, now a major
               cathedral, is in Higüey, where about 288,000 of the province’s population of approximately
               372,000 live. The second-largest province in the country, La Altagracia has an area
               of just over 3,000 sq. km (1,158 sq. mi.), 70 percent of it coastal plain and the
               rest mountains; it is bordered on the western side by the provinces of La Romana and El Seibo, and on the other three sides by the Caribbean Sea. Because of that fact, the tourism industry is important to the province’s economy, with foreign visitors drawn to the resort center of Punta Cana, which has miles of beaches and an international airport, and to the National Park of the East. The province also relies on agriculture, especially sugar production, facilitated by irrigation from several rivers, including the Yuma, the Chavón, and the Sanate, which is said to have curative powers.
               La Altagracia also has a  zona franca  (free trade zone).
            

         

         
         	LA ISABELA

         
         	
            The first capital of the Spanish New World was a settlement established on the north
               coast of Hispaniola by Christopher Columbus in 1493, when 1,500 colonists landed there. Located near present-day Luperón in the province of Puerto Plata, La Isabela suffered disastrous mortality from disease and starvation, leaving only
               300 left by 1495, the year it was hit by a hurricane. Bartholomew Columbus relocated the capital to Santo Domingo in 1496, and La Isabela was abandoned by 1498. Now a Dominican National Park, the site of the settlement was excavated by archaeologists from 1989 to 1999, through
               a collaboration of the Dominican government, the Florida Museum of Natural History,
               and Francisco Miranda University in Venezuela. DNA analysis revealed that seven of
               the 53 sets of human remains found there were of African origin.
            

         

         
         	LA ROMANA

         
         	
            The name of a city and a province located on the south coast. The city is the third largest in the country, with a
               population of some 130,000, and is the capital of the surrounding La Romana Province,
               with a population of about 345,000 on 635,000 sq. km (245,000 sq. mi.), making it
               one of the most populous in the nation. The region was very lightly populated prior
               to the development of the sugar industry in the late 19th century, when a port town took shape at the mouth of the
               La Romana River, which was designated as the municipality of La Romana in 1897. A romana is said to have been a unit of weight measure in the area. La Romana Province was
               established a decade later, bordered by the provinces of La Altagracia to the east, El Seibo to the north, and San Pedro de Macorís to the west. The islands of Catalina and Saona, which are in the National Park of the East, are also part of La Romana Province. Both the city and the province
               of La Romana have always been closely associated with sugar. The countryside of the
               province is given over to sugarcane cultivation, where towns are called bateys, for the quarters provided to sugar workers. The sugar strike of 1946 took place
               there, and in the other Dominican sugar metropolis, San Pedro de Macorís. Although
               it is in decline, the sugar industry continues to dominate the economy, with tourism also of major importance, centered on the Casa de Campo resort complex.
            

         

         
         	LA VEGA, CONCEPCIÓN DE

         
         	
            Name of one of the oldest cities in the New World and one of the oldest provinces in the Dominican Republic. Christopher Columbus built a wooden fort he named Concepción on the central plain he called La Vega Real
               (The Royal Plain) in 1495, with the town of La Vega forming around it in 1499. Located
               on the Camú River, it was the site of the first gold rush in the Western Hemisphere, which took place
               in 1508. An earthquake destroyed the town in 1562, after which it was rebuilt on the opposite riverbank.
               The excavated ruins of the original settlement are now preserved as La Concepción
               de la Vega National Park. After independence from Spain in 1844, the region around La Vega became one of the first four provinces in the
               new nation, encompassing a large area of the nearby Central Mountains. The completion in 1887 of the railroad from La Vega to the city of Sánchez on Samaná Bay spurred the commercial development of the province. La Vega Province also includes
               the towns of Jarabacoa and Constanza, which are situated in valleys at high altitude, and are centers for agriculture and tourism. The contemporary city of La Vega has a population of approximately 105,000, which
               makes it the eighth largest in the republic, while the province has 385,000 people,
               on nearly 2,300 sq. km (880 sq. mi.) of territory.
            

         

         
         	LAGO ENRIQUILLO

         
         	
            Large saltwater lake (375 sq. km, 145 sq. mi.) in the southwest that lies 45 m (148
               ft.) below sea level, making it the lowest point in the Caribbean region. The lake
               was part of the Taíno chiefdom of Jaragua, ruled by the famous cacique named Anacaona, and was the center of resistance to the Spanish under Enriquillo, for whom it later was named. Now protected as a national park, the lake has three small islands and unique flora and fauna, including saltwater crocodiles, and is known for its flocks
               of flamingos. In recent years the lake has been growing, flooding and ruining nearby
               farmland and displacing the families who have lived on its shores, often for generations.
            

         

         
         	LAS CARRERAS, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            The last major battle of the War of Dominican Independence, fought near Baní on 21 April 1849. The forces of Pedro Santana defeated an army from Haiti commanded by Emperor Faustin Soulouque.
            

         

         
         	LE MANIEL

         
         	
            The most famous of the maroon communities in the history of Hispaniola. The settlement of fugitives from slavery was located in the mountains on the border between French Saint-Domingue and the Spanish colony of Santo Domingo, forming in the 18th century and enduring into the 19th. The authorities of France tried repeatedly to eradicate Le Maniel, but those of Spain only paid lip service to these efforts, because the maroon settlement served as a
               buffer zone between the colonies. The monteros residing near Le Maniel also harbored the fugitives, trading with them and warning
               them of the approach of slave patrols. In 1783, French colonial officials negotiated
               a deal with the maroons of Le Maniel, who numbered 130 at the time, whereby they gained
               their freedom but agreed to return escaped slaves who reached their community in the
               future, in payment for a cash bounty. As a result of this arrangement, Le Maniel remained
               neutral in the Haitian Revolution, preferring to maintain its autonomous status.
            

         

         
         	LEMBA, SEBASTIAN (?–1548)

         
         	
            The most famous fugitive slave in Dominican history, he was the African-born leader
               of a group of maroons, escaped slaves and their progeny, who successfully resisted the Spanish until his
               death. Lemba’s was one of many maroon bands hiding out around the colony when Spanish
               forces under new governor Alonso López de Cerrato began a military campaign against them in 1543. The maroon leader Diego de Guzmán died in battle and
               his counterpart, Diego de Ocampo, accepted an amnesty, but Lemba and his 140 followers
               eluded the Spanish raids and fought back with guerrilla tactics. Over the years, however,
               Spanish attacks depleted their numbers, until Lemba was left with only 20 fighters,
               and at last died in battle in September 1548. In the late 20th century, as the Dominican
               people’s recognition of the African roots of their nation emerged, Lemba became a
               symbol of resistance to slavery and oppression, and pride in Afro-Dominican identity. His statue, with arms raised
               and broken manacles on wrists and ankles, stands outside of the Museo del Hombre Dominicano
               (Museum of Dominican Man) in Santo Domingo, together with those of two other personifications of freedom and justice, Enriquillo and Bartolomé  de las Casas. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

         

         
         	LEONEL

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

         
         	LIBERATION THEOLOGY

         
         	
            Inspired by the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965), or “Vatican II,” the Roman Catholic Church stopped ignoring the poverty of people living under repressive governments, and embraced
               social justice as a pastoral goal. The priesthood in Latin America in particular began
               to interpret the Bible as a blueprint for social change, which was a major departure
               from the conciliatory role previously played by the Church, which had shown greater
               allegiance to the state than to the poor. This was the case throughout most of the
               dictatorship of Rafael   Trujillo, whose regime enjoyed the support of a succession of Vatican envoys, although near
               the end of his period in power, the Catholic clergy united in opposition to his brutal
               rule and suffered his revenge for doing so. In the Dominican Republic, liberation
               theology offered a new agenda for the Church to address the severe social and economic
               problems facing the peasantry in the 1960s, including a scarcity of land and credit,
               and exorbitant rates of interest. The loss of their family lands to large, expanding
               estates pushed peasants into urban areas, especially to Santo Domingo, to seek employment. During the Constitutionalist Revolt and U.S. military occupation of 1965, a small group of clergy risked their lives to
               remain in the city to provide relief to their besieged parishioners, including three
               charismatic Jesuit priests led by Father Tomás Marrero, which established the basis
               for the popular church movement that soon emerged. In December 1965, the Vatican appointed
               the progressive Bishop Hugo Polanco Brito of Santiago to be apostolic administrator of the Dominican Diocese, which was split between those
               who were open to the changes of Vatican II, such as Polanco Brito, and more traditional
               clergy, many of whom had served quietly under the Trujillo regime. In 1967, the Catholic
               bishops of the country convened the Conferencia del Episcopado Dominicano (Dominican
               Episcopal Conference), which issued a “Declaration on the Rural Situation.” It defined
               “the problem of the Dominican peasantry” in radical terms, quoting Pope Paul VI, who
               had convened Vatican II, saying “peasants have become conscious they do not deserve
               their poverty.” In the statement, the bishops expressed their support for land reform,
               which had been promised since the death of Trujillo, when the state had appropriated
               his family’s vast real estate holdings. The text defined “authentic human development”
               as “collective” by nature, and called for the formation of community cooperatives
               and labor unions. The document anticipated the tone of the Second Latin American Bishops
               Council, held in Medellín, Colombia the year following its release. The leftist discourse
               of the bishops’ declaration and the Medellín Council, construed as Marxist by conservative
               critics, sometimes put progressive members of the Catholic clergy on the wrong side
               of the repressive government of Joaquín Balaguer, whose Twelve Years’ dirty war targeted social activists, including the occasional harassment of priests
               and nuns working with grassroots organizations. These included Ecclesial Base Communities,
               the first of which was organized in 1972 in a slum on the outskirts of the capital
               by Father Marrero. The most visible figure during the period was Bishop Polanco Brito,
               who played a major role in a series of mediations between the Balaguer government
               and its political prisoners and guerrilla opponents, but in doing so unintentionally
               helped to legitimize the regime. Unlike nations such as Argentina, Brazil, and Nicaragua,
               the Dominican clergy did not become the victims of torturers and death squads. Liberation
               theology lost its momentum in the 1980s, as Pope John Paul II and the Roman Catholic
               hierarchy criticized its practitioners in Latin America for espousing class struggle
               and supporting revolution. Conversely, Pope Francis has embraced its principles, calling
               for “a poor Church for the poor” in 2015.
            

         

         
         	LIBORIO

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

         
         	LILÍS

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	LITERATURE

         
         	
            The literature of the Dominican Republic is rich but largely unappreciated outside
               the country. The first book ever written in the New World was the work of the friar
               Ramón Pané, who accompanied Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in 1493. It concerned the Taíno people who were native to Hispaniola before the arrival of the invaders from Spain. Other important literary works from the period of colonial Santo Domingo include those of Bartolomé  de las Casas, Gonzalo Fernández de Oviedo, and Juan de Castellanos, who wrote Elegías de varones ilustres de Indias (Elegies to Illustrious Men of the Indies). Luis Joseph Peguero composed the first book in vernacular Dominican Spanish, the Historia de la Conquista, de la Isla España de Santo Domingo: Trasumptada el Año de
                  1762 (History of the Conquest of the Spanish Island of Santo Domingo: Translated in the Year 1762), based loosely on Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas’s General History of the Deeds of the Castilians in the Islands and Mainland of the
                  Ocean Sea (1601–1615). 
            

            
            The leader of the movement for independence from Spain and the drafter of the first Dominican Declaration of Independence in 1821 was a man
               of letters, José Núñez de Cáceres, best known for his humorous fables, which he used to veil political criticism of
               Spanish colonial rule during the España Boba (Stupid Spain) period. Dominican literary voices fell mainly silent during most of
               the period of Haitian occupation, but members of the nationalist, secret society called the Trinitaria, founded by Juan Pablo Duarte, expressed their views through politicized theatrical productions. These included
               works by Pedro Alejandrino Pina and Pedro Antonio Bobea. After the War of Dominican Independence, during the period from 1844 to 1861 known as the First Republic, there was a burst
               of literary production in the style called indígenismo (literally, “indigenousism”), a genre that has been called a “tropicalized romanticism”
               in its idyllic portrayal of the native Taíno people. The first writer in indígenismo is considered to be Félix María del Monte, composer of the first national anthem, who is known for treating specifically Dominican subject matter in his romantic
               verses, such as “El banilejo y la jibarita” (The Man from Baní and the Peasant Girl),
               and his dramatic novels, such as Ozema o la virgen Indiana (Ozema or the Indian Virgin). Other recognized indígenismo authors include Francisco Javier Angulo Guridi and his brother Alejandro Angulo Guridi, who wrote novels and poetry, as well as
               the poets Manuel María Valencia and Féliz Mota.
            

            
            The annexation to Spain in 1861 again stifled literary output, but in the years after the Restoration in 1865, during the period known as the Second Republic, Dominican literature developed
               rapidly. The most important writer in the immediate aftermath of the Restoration was
               José Joaquín Pérez, while others included Manuel Rodríguez Objío, Juan Isidro Ortea, and Josefa Antonio
               Perdomo y Heredia, considered to have been the first female poet in Dominican letters.
               
            

            
            The dominant literary school of the late 19th and early 20th centuries was positivismo (positivism), an ideology based on collective progress. One of the most dynamic and
               influential voices for positivism in the country was Eugenio María de Hostos, the great educator and author from Puerto Rico. He inspired and collaborated with
               the First Family of Dominican literature: the national poetess Salomé Ureña de Henríquez; her husband, Renaissance man Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal; and their children, Camila, Maximiliano, and Pedro Henríquez Ureña. Among the many other intellectuals whom Hostos influenced were Emilio Prud’Homme and Rafael Alfredo Deligne, who collaborated on the Dominican national anthem. Other prominent authors in this vein included Ulises Francisco Espaillat, who was briefly president of the republic, and the historian and essayist Emiliano Tejera.
            

            
            Positivists looked to Europe for models of civic order and progress while also cultivating
               nationalist pride. This can be seen in the popular literary genre of costumbrismo (literally, “customism”), which celebrated the unique culture of the nation and included
               writers who are also considered positivists. The most famous of them are Pedro Francisco Bonó, who wrote the first novel in Dominican literature, El  Montero (1856), an idealized romance about a backwoods hunter; and Manuel de Jesús Galván, author of Enriquillo, about the Taíno rebel cacique, which is often said to be the classic Dominican novel. Other leading practitioners
               of costumbrismo were the philanthropic priest Francisco Gregorio Billini and the prolific essayist and anthologist César Nicolás Penson. The genre also included the pioneering Dominican feminists Amelia Francisca Marchena y Leyba, author of the novel Madre culpable (Guilty Mother), published under the pen name Amelia Francasci in 1893, and Virginia Elena Ortea, who wrote the 1897 novel Mi Hermana Catalina (My Sister Catalina) under the pseudonym Elena Kennedy. The list of costumbristas includes the comedic playwright Luis Arturo Bermúdez, the essayist Aristides García
               Gómez, and the poet Arturo Pellerano Castro, who published the collection  Criollas (Things Creole) in 1907. Juan Antonio Alix, the picaresque popular poet and composer of décimas, can also be placed in the costumbrista category.
            

            
               Another early 20th-century literary movement was Dominican modernism, whose most
               famous practitioners were poets. Its leaders were Andrejulio Aybar (“Epístola a [Letter
               to] Juan Pablo Duarte,” 1913), Ricardo Pérez Alfonseca (“Oda de un yo” [Ode to an
               I], 1913), Emilio A. Morel (Puñada de simientes [Fistful of Seeds, 1915); Federico Bermúdez (“Los humildes” [The Humble Ones], 1916),
               and Virgilio Díaz Ordóñez, who was also a professor of linguistics, writing under
               the anagram pseudonym of Ligio Vizardi (“La sombra iluminada” [The Illuminated Shadow],
               1923). The most famous poet of the early 20th century, Fabio Fiallo, alternated between Dominican modernism and the romanticism of the previous century.
            

            
            The most highly regarded prose authors of the early 20th century included the novelist
               Tulio Manuel Cestero, author of Ciudad romantica [Romantic City] (1911) and La sangre [The Blood] (1913); the versatile José Ramón López; Federico García Godoy, one of the most accomplished intellectuals in Dominican history; and Américo Lugo, a disciple of Hostos. Costumbrismo survived into the 20th century in the work of Rafael Damirón, a novelist (El monólogo de la locura [The Monologue of the Insanity], 1914) and playwright (Alma criolla [Creole Heart], 1916). The aforementioned Henríquez Ureña siblings—Camila, Maximiliano,
               and in particular Pedro—were also prominent writers and critics of the period.
            

            
            The marine occupation of the country undertaken by the United States imposed censorship on Dominican publishing, which spurred an outpouring of indignant
               literary expression that virtually every intellectual in the nation joined: Federico
               García Godoy, Francisco Peynado, Julio Cestero Burgos, Rafael Damirón, Maximilian Henríquez Ureña, Julio Arzeno, and Fabio Fiallo, among many others.
            

            
              The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo forced authors to work with the regime, attempt a life of quiet independence, or go
               into exile. The most important among those who cooperated and came to represent the official
               sector was Joaquín Balaguer, who became a powerful president for many terms in his own right, and who rivals Trujillo in historical significance.
               Other writers grouped around the journal Cuadernos Dominicanos de Cultura (Log of Dominican Culture), including Tomás Hernández Franco, Héctor Incháustegui Cabral, and Emilio Rodríguez Demorizi. The most famous among those who tried to avoid doing the work of the dictatorship
               was Juan Bosch, who soon went into exile. Others who resisted the regime were the poets associated
               with La Poesía Sorprendida (The Surprised Poetry) and the closely related Generación
               de 48 (Generation of 1948), which included Pedro Mir, Manuel Rueda, and Manuel   del Cabral. Some of the best-known novels in Dominican literature appeared during the period,
               despite the atmosphere of oppression. Two of them were set on sugar plantations: Cañas y bueyes (Canes and Oxen, 1936) by Francisco Moscoso Puello, and Over (1939) by Ramón Marrero Aristy. Miguel Angel Monclús wrote  Cachón (1954), which evokes the mythical ciguapa, among other publications, including a study of caudillo (strongman) rule like that imposed by Pedro Santana, Caudillismo en la República Dominicana (1946).
            

            
            Even after Trujillo’s assassination, the dictator continued to weigh heavily on Dominican
               literature. The most highly regarded of the authors who deal with the dark legacies
               of the regime is Marcio Maggiolo Veloz, whose most familiar works include the novels
               Los ángeles de hueso (The Angels of Bone, 1966) and De abril en adelante (From April On, 1967), and the short story collection Trujillo, Villa Francisca y otros fantasmas (Trujillo, Villa Francisca, and Other Ghosts, 1966). At the time of the April 1965
               Constitutionalist Revolt, many contemporary writers were involved in one or more of urban literary groups,
               which had leftist political orientations, such as El Puño (The Punch), La Máscara
               (The Mask), La Antorcha (The Torch), and Movimiento Cultural Universitario (University
               Cultural Movement). Some of those involved were Miguel Alfonseca, Armando Almánzar
               Rodríguez, Jeannette Miller, and the playwrights Iván García and Franklin Domínguez.
               Other critically acclaimed writers of the 1960s included the poet Aida Cartagena Portalatín;
               the novelist and playwright Heffe Serulle; the critic, historian, and novelist Carlos
               Esteban Deive; and the novelist and short story writer Virgilio Díaz Grullón, whose
               collected works were entitled De niños, hombres y fantasmas (Of Boys, Men and Ghosts, 1981).
            

            
            The Dominican Republic was brought to a wider North American audience through the
               critically acclaimed and best-selling work of the Dominican   American authors Julia Alvarez and Junot Díaz. Alvarez gained wide popularity with her first
               novel, How the García Girls Lost Their Accent (1991), about growing up in New York as the child of immigrants fleeing the Trujillo regime, and followed with the even
               more successful In the Time of the Butterflies (1994), which evokes the regime’s most famous victims, the Mirabal sisters, and was made into a film. Díaz first attracted attention with Drown (1996), a collection of short stories about the Dominicanyork experience, then won the Pulitzer Prize for another work concerning Dominican American
               identity, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2008).
            

            
            See .
            

         

         
         	LIZARDO BARINAS, FRADIQUE (1930–1997)

         
         	
            The founder of the Ballet Folklórico Nacional (National Folkloric Ballet), he was
               one of the leading experts on and proponents of the nation’s culture, especially its
               music and dance. Lizardo was born in Santo Domingo and educated at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, where he studied with Flérida de Nolasco. He also studied in Cuba, Denmark, and Switzerland. In August 1978, he formed a combination
               ballet company and dance school with the name Ballet Folklórico Dominicano (Dominican
               Folkloric Ballet), which involved some 400 students and performers, and was renamed
               the National Folkloric Ballet in 1981. Lizardo also established La Revista Dominicana de Folklore (The Dominican Folklore Review) and wrote eight books and scores of articles and pamphlets
               on diverse subjects, including works on Taíno culture, the influence of African culture on the country, musical instruments, patron
               saints’ festivals, folk songs, dance methodology, and the origins of merengue, among other styles. His personal collection of art and artifacts, begun when he was a teenager, filled his house in the Zona Colonial of the capital, where he died in 1997.
            

         

         
         	LÓPEZ, JOSÉ RAMÓN (1866–1922)

         
         	
            An author, journalist, and social reformer, he is best known for his 1896 essay collection La alimentación y las razas (Food and Race), in which he blamed many of the nation’s problems on a diet of plantains. He also published the anthology Cuentos Puertoplateños (Stories of Puerto Plata) and the novella Nisia, both in 1904, as well as the 1915 volume Paz en la República Dominicana (Peace in the Dominican Republic). 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	LORA, ÑICO (1880–1971)

         
         	
            A composer, singer, and virtuoso accordion player, he helped to popularize merengue. “Ñico” Lora was born as Francisco Antonio Lora Cabrera in Navarrete, near Santiago. He became famous in the Cibao and beyond, with many of his songs becoming standards, covering subjects concerning
               religion, such as “San Francisco” and “San Antonio,” as well as political commentaries, such
               as “Desiderio Arias” and “La Protesta” (The Protest), which praises the gavillero guerrilla resistance against the U.S. Marine occupation and extols President Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal. The song is still performed today, with the title “La Invasión de ’16” (The Invasion
               of ’16). Lora had to mute his critiques during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, when merengue performers, along with everyone else in Dominican society, were brought
               into line with the regime. Today, a public square in Navarrete and a statue in Santiago
               honor Lora, who is regarded as one of the “fathers” of Dominican music.
            

         

         
         	LORENCIN

         
         	
            Captain Lorenzo Daniel, better known as “Lorencin,” was a Dominican naval commander
               of African descent who sided with Spain in the mid-18th century. He gained a reputation as a pirate when he captured more
               than 70 ships from England during the early 1760s, near the end of the Seven Years’
               War. The dates of his birth and death are unknown.
            

         

         
         	LOUVERTURE, TOUSSAINT (1743–1803)

         
         	
            Leader of the Haitian Revolution (1790–1804), François-Dominique Toussaint Louverture
               unified the island of Hispaniola under his rule in January 1801, expanding the French colony of Saint-Domingue to include
               the colony of Santo Domingo, and abolishing slavery there. A dynamic former slave who became known as the “Black Napoleon,” Toussaint
               defied Napoleon Bonaparte in taking possession of the Spanish side of the island,
               citing as justification the Peace of Basel of 1795, by which Spain had ceded its colony to France. The conquest was accomplished
               with little bloodshed (fewer than 100 killed), as the Spanish governor surrendered
               Santo Domingo peacefully on 27 January 1801. Toussaint’s coerced union, consolidated
               in a new constitution that made him “governor for life,” brought greater prosperity to Santo Domingo, which
               also benefited from a network of roads he ordered to be built. But Toussaint’s period
               in power was short-lived. He withdrew his army from Santo Domingo in January 1802
               to permit its occupation by the large French invasion force that Emperor Napoleon
               had sent in order to put down the Haitian Revolution. In May 1802, he negotiated an
               end to the fighting with the French invaders, signing an agreement confirming the
               abolition of slavery. The following month, however, the French duped Toussaint into
               being captured and sent him to France, where he died in prison less than a year later.
               
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	LUGO HERRERA, AMÉRICO (1870–1952)

         
         	
            An influential and multitalented intellectual, he was an essayist, diplomat, historian,
               journalist, lawyer, and poet. Lugo promoted the positivist ideals of progress espoused
               by Eugenio María de Hostos and his circle, which he joined, and he denounced the governments imposed by the
               U.S. Marine occupation and the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. Lugo was born and lived most of his life in Santo Domingo, where he studied at the university, receiving his bachelor’s degree in 1886 and his law degree in 1890. He published
               26 books and hundreds of essays and poems in his career, beginning in 1901 with A Punto Largo (A Long-term Perspective), in which he posited the notion that “to govern is to love.”
               A book of poetry followed in 1903, entitled Heliótropo (Heliotrope, an aromatic, pink-purple flower), and in 1906, a volume of essays on
               drama. During this period, he also contributed articles on literature, Dominican history, and political opinion to several newspapers, including Listín Diario. He supported Ramón Cáceres, who as president appointed him as the country’s delegate to the Pan-American diplomatic
               conferences held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1906 and Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
               1910. Cáceres then dispatched him on La Misión Lugo (The Lugo Mission), a five-year
               quest to locate and copy documents pertaining to the history of the Dominican Republic
               in the archives of Europe and the United States, which he carried out between 1911
               and 1916. The texts he found, which numbered in the thousands, formed the basic collection
               of the Archivo General de la Nación (AGN, General Archive of the Nation) that produced
               its first published bulletin, which he edited, in 1938. Upon returning from his research
               trip in 1916, Lugo dedicated himself to protesting the marine occupation. He backed
               the unsuccessful diplomatic efforts of Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal and Fabio Fiallo to negotiate an end to the occupation, publishing prolifically against the proposals
               put forward by the United States and accepted by Dominicans willing to compromise. His “pura y simple” faction favored a “pure and simple” solution of ending the dispute with no strings
               attached. In 1922, he started a newspaper specifically for the purpose of criticizing
               the marine regime, called Patria (Fatherland), and published a booklet against “the plan of validation” put forward
               by the Hughes–Peynado Agreement. The following year, he produced a volume called El nacionalismo dominicano (Dominican Nationalism), which eloquently defended the patriotism of the nation and
               decried foreign intervention. In 1930, Lugo opposed the rise to power of Rafael Trujillo, who went on to successfully co-opt or suborn many Dominican intellectuals, while
               driving many others into exile. Lugo took the bold step of refusing Trujillo when he asked him to join the regime
               as its official historian and to undertake the writing of a sweeping history of the
               country, doing so in a candid letter to the dictator. He continued to resist pressure
               to accept a government post while remaining in the country, and he  retired from public
               life, working on the research he had conducted abroad. He wrote a book about the Devastations of 1605–1606, published in 1947, and an authoritative history of the colony of Santo
               Domingo from the 1556 to 1608, which did not appear in print until 1952, the year
               of his death. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	LUPERÓN BAY

         
         	
            Named for Gregorio Luperón, this embayment on the north coast of the country was the site of an attempted exile invasion against the regime of Rafael Trujillo, which took place on 14 June 1949. A group of Dominican exiles and members of the
               antidictatorial Caribbean Legion trained in Guatemala and flew from Cozumel in seaplanes;
               only one made it to Luperón, about 50 km (24 mi.) west of Puerto Plata. They were met with overwhelming military power; of the 15 men aboard, 10 died in the attempt. Set on one of the few bays offering
               refuge from hurricanes and other storms, today the town of Luperón is a small tourism enclave popular with boaters.
            

         

         
         	LUPERÓN, GREGORIO (1839–1897)

         
         	
            The leading figure of the Restoration War and president from December 1879 to September 1880, he is one of the main nationalist figures in
               Dominican history and popular culture, second only to the Trinitaria founding father trio of Juan Pablo Duarte, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and Ramón Mella. He became the leading light of the liberal cause in the late 19th century, inheriting
               the idealism of the Trinitaria generation. Ironically, his most capable follower,
               Ulises Heureaux, rose to power in his footsteps, becoming a dictator, the opposite of the principles for which Luperón is known.
            

            
            Born in Puerto Plata to small-scale shopkeepers, Luperón worked as a teenager for a wood exporter, who
               introduced him to great literature and liberal ideas. He became a youthful leader of the nationalist forces during the
               Restoration War in opposition to the annexation to Spain in 1861; in January 1865, he was elected vice president in the provisional government
               that restored the liberal 1858 Constitution of Moca. Buenaventura Báez took power in October 1865 and restored the Constitution of 1854, which gave strong
               powers to the executive branch, prompting Luperón to declare his opposition. Thereafter,
               until 1879, Luperón became leader of the political party called the Partido Nacional Liberal (National Liberal Party), better known as the
               Azules (Blues), or the Blue Party, which battled the Rojos (Reds) or Red Party, which
               Báez led. Luperón’s Blues forced Báez to resign in March 1866, after which Luperón
               backed José María Cabral as president, but the Reds returned their leader to office in May 1868. Luperón again
               took up arms, gaining support from nationalists who opposed Báez’s plan to sell Samaná Bay to the United States. He acquired a steamship named Telégrafo that his forces used to raid towns on the north coast, attacking Puerto Plata in June 1869, but the U.S. Navy pursued the vessel as a pirate and forced it out of action. Luperón was the most
               vocal opponent of Báez’s 1869 treaty of annexation to the United States, writing personally
               to President Ulysses S. Grant to denounce the proposal, which failed in the U.S. Senate
               in 1870. That year, Luperón began to receive assistance from Haiti, where he was in exile, which helped the Blue forces to intensify their attacks across the border. Their
               rebellion was on the verge of success in late 1873 when Ignacio María González, the baecista governor of Puerto Plata, declared his own revolt, and forced Báez out of office in
               January 1874, taking power himself. Luperón returned to the country in February 1874,
               and in March 1876, he supported the election of Ulises Francisco Espaillat as president on the Blue ticket, becoming minister of war himself. Espaillat declared
               Luperón’s massive personal debt, incurred in the fighting against Báez, to be part
               of the national debt. The Red Party accused the two of collusion, and both Cabral
               and González rose in revolution, forcing the government to fall in December 1876,
               and restoring Báez to power. Báez lasted until July 1878 before he fell again for
               the last time, this time the result of Luperón joining González to force him out.
               González resumed the presidency but then reneged on his deal with Luperón, arresting
               him and other Blue Party leaders. General Cesáreo Guillermo toppled González in September 1878, making himself minister of war in an interim government
               under Supreme Court president Jacinto de Castro, and then declaring his candidacy for president. Rather than compete with Guillermo,
               Luperón went into voluntary exile, but when Guillermo alienated the Blue Party, he
               returned to lead a rebellion. In October 1879, the Blues established a provisional
               revolutionary government in Puerto Plata with Luperón as president, and the uprising
               gained momentum across the country until in December Guillermo left the country. 
            

            
            Luperón succeeded Guillermo as president and embarked on an agenda of progressive
               measures, with his longtime assistant Ulises Heureaux serving as minister of war and
               then of the interior. He met the ongoing crises in government finances and banking by establishing Juntas de Crédito (Credit Committees) that involved merchants making
               loans to pay federal expenses. He expanded education by building schools, hiring and training instructors, purchasing books, and modernizing
               the curriculum, as exemplified by the new Escuela Normal (Teachers’ School), under
               the direction of Eugenio María de Hostos. He subsidized newspapers, paid the salaries of government employees and soldiers,
               which were long in arrears, and updated the postal system. Moreover, he ushered in
               the liberal Constitution of 1880, which limited the president’s term to two years.
               As a result, he stepped down in July 1880, with Father Fernando Arturo de Meriño elected to succeed him, and Heureaux followed Meriño into the presidency in September
               1882, with Luperón’s support. Heureaux ruled as the power behind the president after
               the election of 1884, when Francisco Gregorio Billini and Alejandro Woss y Gil were puppets under his control, and he brought Luperón into the government by naming
               him as delegate in the Cibao. When the Blue Party split in 1886, Luperón supported Heureaux in the election that
               year against the liberal wing of the party, due to his personal antagonism toward
               the candidate of that faction, Casimiro de Moya. Moya lost the election and then led a revolt, which Heureaux defeated with Luperón’s
               assistance. Again Luperón opted to absent himself in Europe, until 1888, when he heeded
               the call of his Blue Party to return to run for president, since Heureaux indicated
               he would not. After Luperón declared his candidacy, however, Heureaux also declared
               his, and unleashed a violent campaign of repression against Luperón’s liberal Blue
               supporters. Luperón withdrew from the election, which Heureaux won in a predictable
               landslide, and went into his last exile, feeling betrayed by his protégé, who proceeded
               to establish a dictatorship. He conspired against Heureaux from abroad, plotting an
               aborted invasion attempt with González in 1894, but developed cancer while living
               in St. Thomas. He accepted Heureaux’s invitation to return to his home before his
               death, which took place in Puerto Plata on 20 May 1897. Luperón’s memory is kept alive
               in many ways; he is pictured on the currency for 20 Dominican pesos, the Puerto Plata
               airport is named for him, and his remains are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
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         	MAGUÁ

         
         	
            One of the five cacicazgos, or chiefdoms, of Hispaniola at the time of the arrival of Christopher Columbus. Maguá was the province of the cacique named Guarionex. It occupied most of the north coast of the present-day Dominican Republic, including
               the Samaná Peninsula, and most of the Cibao region.
            

            
         

         
         	MAGUANA

         
         	
            The most centrally located of the cacicazgos, or chiefdoms, of Hispaniola at the time of the arrival of Christopher Columbus. Maguana was the province of the cacique named Caonabo and his queen,  Anacaona. Its territory stretched from the south coast of the present-day Dominican Republic
               to the mountains, including the valley around what is now San Juan de la Maguana.
            

            
         

         
         	MAHOGANY

         
         	
            A hardwood tree, Swietenia mahagoni, known as West Indian or Cuban mahogany, it is native to the Dominican Republic,
               where it is called caoba. Mahogany has dense, red wood with tight straight grains that is idea for building
               ships and making furniture. The trade in mahogany timber and other tropical hardwoods was an important dimension of the
               economy for centuries. The area around Azua was the most productive for shipping mahogany, which grew in the Central Mountains. The growth of the sugar   industry resulted in the devastation of vast tracts of woodlands and the collapse of the mahogany
               trade. Today mahogany trees are virtually nonexistent in the country.
            

            
         

         
         	MAIMÓN

         
         	
            See . 
            

            
         

         
         	MAJLUTA AZAR, JACOBO (1934–1996)

         
         	
            President briefly in 1982 after the suicide of Antonio Guzmán. Majluta joined the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) in 1961, served in the government of Juan Bosch, and then went into exile when it fell in 1963. He served as vice president under Guzmán, and then finished
               his term but could not secure the PRD nomination for president, which went to Salvador Jorge Blanco. Elected president of the Senate, he opposed Blanco’s legislative program in Congress. He won the PRD nomination over José Francisco Peña Gómez in 1986 but lost the election by a slim margin to former president Joaquín Balaguer, who was 80 years old. Majluta split the PRD by forming his own party in 1989, the
               Independent Revolutionary Party, which gained only 7 percent of the vote in the election
               of 1990 but caused Peña Gómez to lose another narrow election to Balaguer.
            

            
         

         
         	MALECÓN

         
         	
            The Spanish word for a road along the sea,  malécon also refers to several cities in the country with oceanfront boulevards called Malecón,
               such as San Pedro de Macorís and Samaná, but the most famous is the one in Santo Domingo. Closely skirting the coralline coastline, the capital’s Malecón is a major transportation
               artery for the city, running from the port district on the Ozama River to the western outskirts of the metropolis, and is almost constantly choked with traffic.
               Many of the most expensive hotels, casinos, and restaurants that attract foreign tourism are located on the Malecón. It is also the center of social activity for working-class
               Dominicans, particularly on weekend nights, when the seaward side of the street, which
               is occupied by vendors of food and beverages operating out of stalls, comes alive
               with music, and is lined with automobiles. The dictator Rafael Trujillo directed the development of Malecón in the 1930s, which included paving four lanes
               and erecting an obelisk that resembles a smaller version of the Washington Monument.
               Trujillo gave the new thoroughfare the name Avenida George Washington, which is how
               maps still label it, but the people call it Malecón. Near its eastern end, there is
               an enormous statue of Antonio Montesino; near its center, Malecón runs past the site of Trujillo’s Feria, adjacent to the memorial to the conspirators who brought about his assassination;
               near its western end, there is a memorial to the victims of Trujillo’s dictatorship on the spot where he was killed on 30 May 1961.
            

            
         

         
         	MARCHENA DE LEYBA, AMELIA FRANCISCA (1850–1941)

         
         	
            A feminist author in the style of costumbrismo, she published under the pen name Amelia Francasci. Her best-known novels are Madre culpable (Guilty Mother, 1893), and Recuerdos e impresiones (Memories and Impressions, 1901). Marchena also was author of a biography of Archbishop
               Arturo Meriño.
            

            
         

         
         	MARÍA TRINIDAD SÁNCHEZ

         
         	
            A province situated on the north coast of the country, on the Bahía Escocesa (Scotch Bay), with
               Samaná Province to the east, Espaillat Providence to the west, and Duarte Province to the south. The mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional (Northern Range) form the border, reaching 985 m
               (3,231 ft.), at Loma Quita Espuela (Spur-Off Mountain). Its capital is Nagua, which
               was called Boca de Nagua for its location at the mouth of the river of the same name until 1939, when it was renamed Julia Molina, for the mother of
               the dictator Rafael Trujillo. In 1952, it became the capital of a province also called Julia Molina, one of several
               new provinces carved out during the Trujillo dictatorship and given names to glorify
               him. In 1946, a major earthquake devastated the area. After Trujillo’s death, the capital reverted to its original
               name of Nagua, while the province was renamed in honor of María Trinidad Sánchez, a patriotic heroine martyred by Pedro Santana in 1845. With 1,271 sq. km (490 sq. mi.), the province has a coastline marked by
               numerous capes and highlands, most notably the Promontory of Cabrera. Tourism is important to the economy of the area, with attractions including the Gri-Gri Lagoon, formed where a subterranean
               river comes to the surface near the city of Río San Juan, and several beaches. Agriculture, including the cultivation of cocoa and coffee, sustains most of the population of 135,000 plus.
            

            
         

         
         	MARICHAL, JUAN (1937– )

         
         	
            The second Dominican baseball player in the U.S. Major Leagues after Osvaldo “Ossie” Virgil, and one of the best players in the history of the sport, with statistics ranking
               among the highest ever compiled for a pitcher. From Laguna Verde near Monte Cristi, he was raised by his mother after his father died when he was three, and grew up
               on a small farm. Marichal played for the San Francisco Giants for most of his career,
               from 1960 until 1973. His Major League debut was a complete-game one-hitter, with
               12 strikeouts. The Alou   brothers, Felipe and Matty, also played for the Giants, who reached the World Series in 1962.
               Marichal averaged 23 wins annually from 1963, when he threw a no-hitter, to 1966.
               He won a career-high 26 games in 1968. He was an All-Star nine times, winning the
               All-Star Game MVP Award in 1965. After his last two seasons, with the Boston Red Sox
               in 1974 and the Los Angeles Dodgers in 1975, his lifetime record was 243 wins and
               142 losses, and he finished with a 2.89 career earned-run average, striking out more
               than 2,300 batters. Marichal, called “the Dandy Dominican,” was one of the most flamboyant
               baseball players of all time. He was famous for his high-kicking throwing style, which
               was featured on the cover of Time magazine in 1966. He, like other players of color, dealt with racial prejudice and
               also prejudice against Latin American players, both on the part of fans and his own
               manager with the Giants. After a fight between Marichal and Los Angeles Dodger catcher
               Johnny Roseboro on 22 August 1965, the National League suspended Marichal for nine
               games, and the Giants lost the pennant race without him. The Marichal–Roseboro fight
               marred Marichal’s career and made him the target of abuse from fans around the United States. The incident prevented Marichal from being inducted into the baseball Hall of Fame
               until 1983. After retiring in 1975, Marichal worked in broadcasting, then in 1996
               became minister of sports in the first government of President Leonel Fernández, a position he resumed when Fernández returned to power in 2004.
            

            
         

         
         	MARIÉN

         
         	
            One of the cacicazgos, or chiefdoms, of Hispaniola when Christopher Columbus arrived in 1492. Marién was under the leadership of the cacique named Guacanagarí. It occupied the northern half of present-day Haiti.
            

            
         

         
         	MARINE OCCUPATION

         
         	
            The period from May 1916 until July 1924, when the country was governed by officers
               of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, and marine forces fought a guerrilla war against rebels called gavilleros. The foreign relations issues that led to the occupation began with the Dominican foreign debt, which had
               been accrued with various foreign banking establishments since independence from Haiti in 1844. The debt soared during the dictatorship of Ulises Heureaux, when the San Domingo Improvement Company (SDCI) gained control of a large portion of the debt. The SDIC negotiated concessions
               with the government to collect Customs revenues on its behalf, in order to pay interest
               on the principal. The amount owed reached $32 million by 1905, when the United States took over direct control of Customs collection, formalized in the Convention of 1907,
               which established the Dominican Customs Receivership. To combat smuggling, the receivership established an armed border patrol and a revenue
               cutter service. These de facto military forces became involved in the revolutionary disorder that plagued the country after
               the assassination of President Ramón Cáceres in 1911. Inaugurated in 1913, U.S. president Woodrow Wilson demanded reform from the
               Dominican government, in the form of the Wilson Plan, but political turmoil persisted. The disorder culminated in a revolution against
               the government of President Juan Isidro Jimenes in May 1916, led by Desiderio Arias, which succeeded in capturing Santo Domingo. At that point, Wilson ordered an invasion, which began with 700 marines landing
               at the capital, forcing Jimenes to resign as president and Arias to withdraw. The
               invasion continued with landings at Puerto Plata and Monte Cristi in June, and an overland campaign that captured Santiago in July, which devastated the insubstantial opposition that Dominican forces were
               able to mount. The military government cut off funds to the government of President
               Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal but was unable to find Dominicans who would agree to serve in a government under
               U.S. control. As a result, a full military occupation was declared in November 1916,
               with U.S. military personnel and collaborators from Puerto Rico filling the administrative
               positions necessary for carrying out the occupation’s agenda, under the direction
               of military governor Harry S. Knapp, who was succeeded by Admiral Thomas Snowden.
               The ensuing effort, now called “nation-building,” constituted a widespread attempt
               to create stable economic, social, and political institutions. The marines improved
               the systems of education, energy, transportation, sanitation, and agriculture in a variety of ways. They disarmed the population and created a national guard,
               which became the Dominican National Army, establishing a military academy at Haina to train an officer corps for the force. Aided by this force, the marines broke the
               rebel gavillero resistance with the use of aviation and brutal tactics on the ground, revealed in U.S. Senate hearings in 1920 and 1921.
               But in addition to the armed opposition, the military occupation engendered widespread
               popular resistance, with citizens organizing protests and boycotts. Nationalist opponents
               included the country’s leading intellectuals, some of whom were imprisoned for violating
               U.S. Marine censorship laws, such as Fabio Fiallo. Other opponents of the occupation were Federico García Godoy, Francisco Peynado, Rafael Damirón, Max Henríquez Ureña, and Julio Arzeno, among many others. The climax of the popular protest was Semana Patriótica (Patriotic
               Week) in 1921. Thereafter, negotiations to end the occupation resulted in the Hughes–Peynado Agreement, which restored sovereignty under terms that included an election for president, won by Horacio Vásquez. The occupation officially ended on 1 July 1924, Vásquez took office on 12 July,
               and the last of the marines left the country in August. The longest-lasting legacy
               of the marine occupation was that it launched the career of Rafael Trujillo, who was in the first graduating class of the Haina Academy and who seized power
               from Vásquez in the Revolution of 1930, establishing a dictatorship lasting until May 1961.
            

            
         

         
         	MAROONS

         
         	
            People who had escaped from slavery and their offspring, maroons often formed communities in the mountains to resist recapture collectively. The most famous of the maroon communities was Le Maniel. The best-known individual maroon is Lemba. Estimates of the number of maroons at different times in the colonial period ranged
               from several hundred to several thousand. After the establishment in neighboring French
               Saint-Domingue of a plantation economy based on slavery on a massive scale in the 18th century, people fleeing enslavement
               there crossed the border into Spanish Santo Domingo, where the colonial authorities lacked the military strength and the political will
               to apprehend them, and the local monteros in the border region shielded them and engaged in trade with them. The Haitian Revolution complicated the problem of maroons for Spain, as it offered a haven for the relatively small number of enslaved people in the
               eastern colony, but it did not trigger an uprising on a comparable scale. The revolt
               of enslaved people at Boca Nigua in 1796 appears to have been unrelated to the simultaneous, chaotic creation of the
               Republic of Haiti. 
            

            
         

         
         	MARTÍNEZ, ORLANDO (1944–1975)

         
         	
            A prominent journalist, editor-in-chief of ¡Ahora! (Now!) magazine, and a widely read columnist for the El Nacional newspaper, his murder was one of the most publicized crimes of Joaquín Balaguer’s Twelve Years’ period of authoritarian rule, from 1966 to 1978. Martínez’s acerbic column, called
               “Microscopio” (Microscope), was humorously and harshly critical of Balaguer, and his
               magazine exposés revealed the government’s widespread corruption and human rights violations. His most famous column was published on 25 February 1975, entitled “¿Porqué
               no, Dr. Balaguer?” (Why Not, Dr. Balaguer?), which asked why the president and his
               cronies did not get on a plane and leave, for the good of the country. On 17 March
               1975, four members of the Dominican military stopped Martínez in his car on a Santo Domingo street and then shot him to death from close range. The killing went unpunished until
               Balaguer left office in 1996, at which time his successor, Leonel Fernández, initiated a new inquiry. As a result, the four gunmen were tried for the murder
               and convicted in 2000. They included one of Balaguer’s generals, who received a 31-year
               sentence, the longest one imposed. It was the first punishment handed down for any
               of the crimes committed during Balaguer’s dirty war, but Balaguer himself and his
               top four generals, known as “the Uncontrollables,” were not even subpoenaed, despite
               the fact that Balaguer admitted that he knew the identities of the men who killed
               Martínez in his 1988 book Memorías de un cortesano en la “Era de Trujillo” (Memories of a Courtesan in the “Era of Trujillo”).
            

            
         

         
         	MARTÍNEZ, PEDRO (1971– )

         
         	
            Flamboyant and enormously talented baseball star, he was the greatest right-handed pitcher of his generation. He played 18 years
               in Major League Baseball in the United States (1992–2009), won 219 games, had a career earned-run average (ERA) of 2.93, struck
               out 3,154 batters, and won the Cy Young Award three times. He won the World Series
               with the Boston Red Sox in 2004. Raised in poverty in Santo Domingo, Martínez signed
               a professional contract at the age of 17 with the Los Angeles Dodgers, the same year
               his brother Ramón, who would also have a successful career, made his Major League
               debut. Pedro joined him on the Dodger pitching staff four years later, making his
               first appearance in September 1992. The Dodgers used him as a relief pitcher in 1993
               and then traded him in 1994 to the Montreal Expos, who made him a starting pitcher,
               a role in which he immediately excelled, winning the National League Cy Young Award
               in 1997. He then played six years for the Red Sox, posting his best seasons in 1999,
               with a 23–4 record, and 2000, when his ERA was 1.74, winning the American League Cy
               Young Award both years. He battled injuries during three years with the New York Mets
               and then played his last season in 2009 with the Philadelphia Phillies, going to the
               World Series. Despite his stellar record as a player, Martínez, like his idol Juan Marichal, may be known most famously—or most notoriously—for an on-field fight, this one during
               the 2003 American League Championship Series with the New York Yankees, which was triggered in part by his aggressive inside pitching, another trait
               he had in common with Marichal. Martínez was voted into the Major League Baseball
               Hall of Fame in 2014, joining Marichal as the only Dominicans inducted so far.
            

            
         

         
         	MATEO, JUAN

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MATEO, OLIVORIO or LIBORIO (1876–1922)

         
         	
            Also known as “Papá Liborio,” and “[El] Díos Liborio” ([The] God Liborio), he was
               a charismatic, popular healer who was killed by U.S. forces during the marine occupation. His teachings and martyr-like death began a new religion called Liborismo. He was born near San Juan de la Maguana and worked as a farmhand, tending fences on the cattle ranches of the region, where
               he earned a reputation as a faith healer and gathered a following from among the peasantry.
               The marines identified him and his faithful retinue as a threat, mistaking him for
               a leader of the gavillero  guerrillas. They hunted him down and shot him on 27 June 1922 and then photographed
               his corpse to prove to his disciples that he was dead. The photograph backfired, as
               it made Olivorio, still wearing the prayer box that he had devised and wore strapped
               to his forehead, look Christ-like and ready for resurrection. Accordingly, devotees
               of “Papá Liborio” believed that he was immortal and began to worship him more fervently
               after his death. The Liborio cult persisted in the area near San Juan de la Maguana,
               despite the fact that the marines’ protégé Rafael Trujillo also saw them as a threat. The military moved against a large gathering of Liboristas at Palma Sola on 28 December 1962, massacring hundreds of them. Nonetheless, Liborismo still draws
               adherents today, who still worship him and believe in his immortality and the efficacy
               of the cures he prescribed.
            

            
         

         
         	MEDIA

         
         	
            The first periodical, published in 1807, was called the Boletín de   Santo Domingo  (Bulletin of Santo Domingo), popularly referred to as the  Gaceta (Gazette), which circulated in a bilingual edition during the French occupation. In
               1821, two more periodicals began publication in the capital: El Telégrafo Constitucional de Santo Domingo (The Constitutional Telegraph), founded by Antonio María Pineda, and El Duende (The Elf), founded by José Núñez de Cáceres, who wrote the declaration of independence from Spain. These pioneering presses each only put out a few editions before ceasing operation
               with the onset of the Haitian occupation. The first periodical to appear after independence from Haiti was El Dominicano, edited by a mysterious figure using the name “Ramón Mesonero Romanos,” who declared
               in its first issue on September 19, 1845, “Here no one writes because no one reads,
               and no one reads because no one writes.” As if to disprove the claim, from then until
               the end of the 19th century, no fewer than 349 periodicals would be founded in the
               country, most of them of a particular partisan political bent. The first of many to
               be published in the Cibao region was El Correo del Cibao (The Cibao Post) in 1851, followed in 1852 by El Oasis, published by the Sociedad Amantes de la Luz (Society of Lovers of the Lights) in
               Santiago, and in the same city in 1871 El Eco del Yaque (The Echo of the Yaque River), with Manuel Jesús de Peña y Reynoso as editor. The first periodical in Puerto Plata was El Porvenir (The Future), established in 1872 by the Sociedad Amigos del País (Society of Friends
               of the Country), and soon emulated by dozens of publications in the politicized city,
               95 of them by one count, many of them ephemeral. César Nicolás Penson, considered to be the father of Dominican journalism, founded the first daily newspapers
               in the country, Santo Domingo’s El Telgrama (The Telegram) in 1882 and El Diario del  Ozama (The Ozama Daily) in 1883. In 1889, Penson collaborated with Arturo Joaquín Pellerano
               Alfau, Fabio Fiallo, and other intellectuals to found Listín Diario (Daily Newspaper), the most famous and longest-lived newspaper in Dominican history.
               Its early regular contributors included Américo Lugo and Manuel de Jesus Troncoso de la Concha, future titular president, who was its editor from 1899 to 1911. During the early 20th century, many more publications
               joined the growing Dominican print media, including Santiago’s El Diario (1902), El Eco del Cibao (1904), and the longest lasting of them, La Información (1915), which is still published. The first to take a stance in favor of women’s rights was El Esfuerzo Feminino (The Feminist Force), which appeared in 1904.
            

            
            Like newspapers, journals and magazines proliferated during the late 19th century.
               The first, the Revista Quincenal Dominicana (Fortnightly Dominican Review), appeared briefly in 1860. In the mid-1870s, Eugenio María de Hostos published the anticolonial weekly magazine  Los Tres Antilles (The Three Antilles, meaning the Dominican Republic, Cuba, and his native Puerto Rico), which became
               Los Antillanos (The Antilleans) in 1876, but like its predecessors, it flamed out quickly. The longer-lived
               Revista Científica, Literaria y de Conocimientos Útiles (Review of Science, Literature and Useful Knowledge), followed in 1893, founded by
               the poet José Joaquín Pérez. The 1890s saw the appearance of Letras y Ciencias (Letters and Sciences, 1892), Ciencias, Artes y Letras (Sciences, Arts and Letters, 1896), and Revista Ilustrada (Illustrated Review, 1898). Thirty more magazines and journals originated in the first
               decade of the 20th century, including Ateneo (The Atheneum, 1910), the publication of the Ateneo Dominicano cultural association,
               edited by Federico Henríquez y Carvajal, future president and widower of Salomé Ureña de Henríquez.
            

            
            Dominican periodicals almost uniformly opposed the U.S. Marine occupation by the United States. The military government responded with press censorship, arresting and jailing writers and editors,
               including Fabio Fiallo, among many others. Outrage over these and other measures spurred
               the Semana Patriótica (Patriotic Week) protests in opposition to the restrictions
               on freedom of the press. Resistance on the part of literate Dominicans helped bring
               about the Hughes–Peynado Agreement, ending the occupation in 1924. 
            

            
            Also in 1924, the first radio station in the country began transmitting in Santo Domingo,
               using marine equipment that had been converted for commercial use and operated by
               a North American who had worked as a radio technician for the U.S. occupation forces.
               This station, which used the call letters HIH, later changed to HIZ, quickly gained
               listeners by broadcasting baseball games from the United States. The Dominican government entered into competition with
               HIZ in 1928, when it opened its own station, called HIX. With a format dominated by
               local music, HIX was immediately successful and went on to debut many Dominican performers, most
               notably Eduardo Brito. Other Dominican broadcasters would follow this pattern, establishing the long tradition
               of radio introducing and promoting native talent in the home market, often as the
               first step to international stardom. Hurricane San Zenón destroyed both HIX and HIZ in September 1930, the month after Rafael Trujillo became president. He soon consolidated power, partly by imposing his will on the Dominican
               media. He began in 1933 by launching the government-operated Revista Militar (Military Review), a glossy monthly that glorified the dictator in nearly every story,
               photograph, and advertisement. He gradually forced both major newspapers out of business;
               the venerable Listín Diario and the more recent La Opinión, which began as a weekly in 1922 and had become a daily in 1927. He did this partly
               by establishing the rival dailies La Nación in 1940 and El Caribe in 1948, both of which enjoyed government patronage as the unquestioned mouthpieces
               of his dictatorship. Radio had come back quickly from the setback of San Zenón, so that by 1938, when
               the regime moved to regulate the industry, there were stations broadcasting not only
               in the capital but also in Santiago, Puerto Plata, San Pedro de Macorís, San Francisco de Macorís, and Moca. The government moved into the field in 1942, when Trujillo’s brother José Arismendi
               “Petán” Trujillo (one of those known later as the “Wicked  Uncles”) constructed a powerful transmitter in the town of Bonao in the province of La Vega, which he controlled as a fiefdom of his own at the time, and established a station
               called La Voz del Yuna (The Voice of the Yuna River). Emitting at a much higher wattage than its competitors, La Voz could be heard across
               the Caribbean region, sending out Dominican music and trujillista propaganda. Seeing the power in the medium, Rafael Trujillo prevailed on Petán to
               move his station to Santo Domingo and rename it La Voz Dominicana. The new flagship
               radio station of the regime moved into a new building designed in the modernist architecture of most new government construction, complete not just with state-of-the-art studios
               but also a ballroom, large theater, and a casino. 
            

            
            La Voz Dominicana added a television station in 1952, another enterprise headed by
               the rapacious Petán, who had become notorious for preying on aspiring performers.
               In 1959, the first TV station, Televisora La Voz Dominicana, was broadcasting live
               for 17 hours daily, employing a staff of entertainers that included a full symphonic
               orchestra, four different dance orchestras, four comedy troupes comprising 14 actors
               and actresses, 18 vocal soloists, and many more duets, trios, and conjuntos típicos (literally “typical ensembles,” quartets that play merengue and perico ripiao). 
            

            
            The Partido Dominicano used the media to denounce government officials who fell afoul of the dictator, thereby
               increasing Trujillo’s total control. Beginning in the pages of La Nación and especially El Caribe, which published the dreaded “Foro Público” (Public Forum) gossip column, and continuing
               into the radio and TV broadcasts of La Voz Dominicana, the regime’s use of this tactic
               grew increasingly vicious and capricious. On the opposite end of the media spectrum
               from the career-ruining newspapers of the Trujillo regime, the respected historical
               journal Clio first saw print in 1933, published by the newly founded Academia de la Historia Dominicana
               (Academy of Dominican History), with Henríquez y Carvajal as editor.
            

            
            After Trujillo’s death, the media landscape changed dramatically. One of the dictatorship’s
               mouthpieces, La Nación, ceased publication, while the other, El Caribe, survived to the present day. Listín Diario resumed publication and quickly reclaimed its position as the newspaper of record
               in the republic. An evening daily with national scope, El Nacional (The National) was founded in 1966, and continues in print. Radio exploded in popularity
               as the restrictions imposed by the dictatorship fell away, with up to 500 transmitters
               operating by the time of the Constitutionalist Revolt in 1965. Many of them were unlicensed operations that would cease to exist after
               Joaquín Balaguer came to power in 1966, beginning the restrictive Twelve Years’ period, when the media were again subject to government scrutiny, and sometimes
               oppression. Among the media outlets that opposed Balaguer was ¡Ahora! (Now!) magazine, edited by Orlando Martínez, who also wrote the column “Microscopio,” in which he often criticized regime corruption
               and violence. A military death squad murdered Martínez in March 1975, making him a
               martyr to the cause of press freedom.
            

            
            As a result of the BANINTER scandal and financial crisis in May 2003, the national government seized Listín Diario, four TV stations, and 70 radio stations from the bankrupt corporation, stabilizing
               the communications industry when it was on the verge of collapse. Today, the major daily newspapers are Listín Diario, La Información, El Caribe, El Nacional, and Hoy, another publication with national scope. The leading magazines are ¡Ahora! and Rumbo. There are 137 radio stations operating across the republic, most of them providing
               a soundtrack of popular music to daily life, along with Cadena de Noticias (News Channel,
               CDN). Seven TV stations cover the country, including Rahintel, an acronym for Radio
               HIN Televisión, which was the second channel in the country, growing from a pioneering
               radio station. The most recent addition to the media spectrum arrived in the form
               of Internet websites devoted to Dominican subjects. All the major media outlets—print
               and broadcast—now have their own websites, while other independent sites compete to
               cover the news and offer insider information.
            

            
         

         
         	MEDINA, DANILO (1951– )

         
         	
            President who took office in 2012. Born in Bohechio in the southwest, Medina attended college at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) and earned a degree in economics from the Instituto Tecnológico de Santo Domingo
               (INTEC). Active in the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) since its founding in 1973, he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 1986, then he ran successfully for president of that body in 1994. It was as president
               of the Chamber of Deputies that he helped to broker the Pact for Democracy, which resolved the disputed presidential election of 1994 in favor of incumbent
               Joaquín Balaguer against José Francisco Peña Gómez of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), but set up new elections for 1996. In that election, Medina’s political ally
               Leonel Fernández emerged victorious in a close runoff contest with Peña Gómez. Medina served as Fernández’s
               secretary of state for the presidency and then ran as the PLD candidate in 2000, losing
               to Hipólito Mejía of the PRD. He served as secretary of state again in Fernández’s second term, 2004–2008,
               then competed with him unsuccessfully for the nomination in 2008, settling for another
               term as vice president. Gaining the PLD nomination in 2012, Medina ran for president
               with Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, Leonel’s wife, as vice president. He won the election
               over Mejía with more than 51 percent of the vote, to less than 47 percent for his
               opponent. His administration is popularly seen as a continuation of Fernández’s, but
               economic setbacks and charges of political favoritism hindered his government’s success
               during his first years in office.
            

            
         

         
         	MEJÍA, ABIGAIL (1895–1941)

         
         	
            A feminist author whose works include a 1922 collection of essays entitled Por entre frivolidades (Among Frivolities), and the 1925 novel Sueña Pilarín (Dream of Pilarín).
            

            
         

         
         	MEJÍA, HIPÓLITO (1941– )

         
         	
            Elected president in the watershed election of 2000, he served one troubled term in office before losing
               his reelection bid to Leonel Fernández, who had preceded him as president. Mejía grew up in the ancient town of Gurabo (established
               in 1495), now a suburb of Santiago, and attended college in San Cristóbal. He pursued an early career in the tobacco industry and then became minister of agriculture in 1978 in the government of Antonio Guzmán of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). He ran as vice president on the PRD ticket with José Francisco Peña Gómez in the scandalous, discredited election of 1990, losing to incumbent Joaquín Balaguer. Heading the PRD ticket in 2000, he garnered 49.87 percent of the vote, short of
               the requisite 50 percent needed to prevent a runoff. Balaguer of the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) and Danilo Medina of the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) each received just shy of 25 percent. To avoid a runoff, Balaguer expressed
               support for Mejía, prompting Medina to withdraw. The victory was an upset for the
               PRD, coming after repeated instances of electoral fraud that had denied the party
               the presidency in the past. It led to massive celebrations of white-clad PRD supporters.
               But the euphoria among the less-advantaged Dominicans was short-lived, because the
               Mejía years were plagued by a crisis in the economy, triggered by the collapse of three of the largest commercial banking houses in the country, including BANINTER. Extended electrical blackouts called  apagones  intensified during the period, highlighting the severe energy shortages that undercut industry and tourism development and made life difficult for average citizens, deepening social discontent.
               Fernández beat Mejía in a landslide victory in the election of 2004, polling better
               than 57 percent to less than 34 percent for Mejía. He ran again in 2012, losing to
               Medina with 47 percent of the vote.
            

            
         

         
         	MELLA, MATÍAS RAMÓN (1816–1864)

         
         	
            One of the founding fathers of the republic, along with Juan Pablo Duarte and Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and a leader of the Trinitaria movement. Ramón Mella is best known for his actions on the night of 27 February 1844,
               when he fired his musket to signal the assault on El Conde Gate, beginning the War of Dominican Independence. He was born and raised in Santo Domingo, but he moved to San Cristóbal in 1835, where he held a commission in the military of the Republic of Haiti and engaged in the mahogany lumber trade. Mella allied with Charles Riviére-Hérard in a conspiracy against Jean-Pierre Boyer in Port-au-Prince in 1843, helping to bring about Boyer’s fall. Riviére-Hérard imprisoned
               Mella briefly but then permitted him to return to Santo Domingo, where Mella joined
               the Trinitaria movement. After the attack on El Conde, Mella led the Dominican forces
               in further assaults on the Haitian garrison, forcing their withdrawal from the city.
               Mella supported Duarte as president, but Pedro Santana marched his army on Santo Domingo in July 1844, took over the presidency, and forced
               Duarte and Mella into exile.
            

            
            Mella returned from exile in 1848, under an amnesty offered by President Manuel Jimenes. He allied himself with Santana when the latter returned to power, and fought in
               the battle of Las Carreras in 1849, which ended the threat of renewed occupation by Haiti. He split with Santana
               over the issue of annexation to Spain, which he opposed but which Santana brought about. After the outbreak of the Restoration War with the  grito de Capotillo on 16 August 1863, Mella took the position of vice president in the revolutionary
               government. He fell ill with dysentery, however, and died within the year. His remains,
               along with those of Duarte and Sánchez, are in the Altar de la Patria, the nationalist
               shrine located in Independence Park in Santo Domingo, near the Conde Gate that made
               him famous.
            

            
         

         
         	MENA, ELILA (1918–1970)

         
         	
            An accomplished pianist who performed in Puerto Rico and the United States in the late 1950s, a music school is named for her. 
            

            
         

         
         	MERCEDES, OUR LADY OF

         
         	
            One of the two principal Roman Catholic patroness figures in the country, along with Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Our Lady of High Grace). The Mercedarian Order in Spain has celebrated this apparition of the Virgin Mary since 1295. La Nuestra Señora de
               las Mercedes is said to have appeared to the forces of Christopher Columbus in 1495 at a battle with a large number of the Taíno, inspiring the Spanish to attack and defeat them. The hilltop site of the battle,
               Santo Cerro, is one of the main pilgrimage destinations in the country, along with Higüey. Fragments of the cross that Mercedes is supposed to have appeared above are revered
               as miraculous relics at the Santo Cerro shrine and at the cathedral in Santo Domingo. As the first patron of the Spanish colony, Mercedes was the main religious figure
               for most of Dominican history, becoming associated with the upper class or gente de primera, while Altagracia had more popular appeal. Among other populist policies, the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo encouraged reverence for Altagracia, displacing Mercedes as the most revered icon
               among Dominicans.
            

            
         

         
         	MERENGUE

         
         	
            A type of music and dance that is widely identified as the national rhythm. The roots of merengue are difficult
               to trace, but it is likely that elements of both African and European culture, such
               as dance steps, musical instruments, and rhythms, combined to influence its development.
               The debate about its origins has become politicized within the issue of racial identity.
               The Rafael Trujillo regime, which promoted merengue as the national music and dance through the media, and tourism, claimed that it was entirely Spanish. This baseless contention was consistent with
               the Trujillo government’s efforts to Hispanicize Dominican culture and to efface from
               it all African aspects, of which there are many, such as the prominent use of drums
               and the driving rhythm. Radical critics in the post-Trujillo period go to the opposite
               extreme, identifying merengue as purely African in antecedents, citing the mereng dance of Haiti, which ignores the blending into it of such European elements as contredanse and the accordion. One account of the origins of merengue that is often repeated
               but almost certainly apocryphal is that it started with slaves trying to dance in
               chains, explaining the tiny steps the dancers take. Another popular fictional story
               is that merengue originated as a song deriding a soldier named Tomás Torres, flag-bearer
               at the battle of Talanquera during the War of Dominican Independence, who panicked and ran from the battlefield. 
            

            
            A traditional merengue ensemble, or conjunto típico, includes an accordion, a drum held across the lap and played at both ends called
               a tambora, and a cylindrical percussion instrument scraped with a stick called a güira. Merengue bandleaders, most notably Julio Arzeno, added small brass sections in the early decades of the 20th century, then larger
               brass sections and pianos under the influence of Big Band music. Merengue was confined
               to the Dominican Republic until the 1930s, when Eduardo Brito introduced it abroad, becoming popular in New York and especially Madrid. Soon after, Rafael Petión Guzmán formed the first merengue band in the United States, which played at some of the most famous nightclubs of the era. From the 1930s to
               the 1950s, merengue became associated with the Trujillo regime, with many orchestra
               leaders naming their bands, and composers their songs, for the dictator, a member
               of his family, his political party, or some achievement of his government. After the dictatorship fell, merengue performers led by Johnny Ventura transformed the style by incorporating electric guitars, extravagant showmanship,
               and other aspects of rock and roll. Merengue became popular all over Latin America
               in the late 20th century, as shown by the success of Milly Quezada, the first female merengue performer to become famous, and Juan Luis Guerra, the international star who also introduced  bachata music to the outside world, among others. Although merengue has become a staple of
               Latin American dance music, its popularity in the Dominican Republic, while still
               strong, has been challenged by regaeton and bachata. The Santo Domingo Merengue Festival takes place annually for two weeks in July and August. 
            

            
            See also ; ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	MERIÑO, FERNANDO ARTURO DE (1833–1906)

         
         	
            Priest and politician who served two years as president (1880–1882) and became the first Dominican archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church in 1885. From Santo Domingo, Meriño advanced rapidly in the clerical ranks: He entered the seminary in 1848,
               was ordained as a priest in 1856, and in 1859 Pope Pius IX designated him, at the
               age of 26, to be head of the Catholic Church in the Dominican Republic, with the title
               of apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Santo Domingo. A supporter of Pedro Santana during his rise, Meriño split from him and was a delegate to the convention that
               drafted the Constitution of Moca in 1856, which Santana invalidated. Annexation to Spain completely alienated Meriño from Santana, and after opposing it from the pulpit,
               he fled into exile. Returning after the Restoration War, he backed Gregorio Luperón in the civil war against Buenaventura Báez in 1868, again going into exile. He returned after Báez fell in 1874, becoming priest
               to Luperón’s provisional government in Puerto Plata. Elected president in 1880 as the candidate of the Azules (Blues) political party, he succeeded Luperón in office in September and served until September 1882, consolidating
               the presidency after a peaceful transition of power. During his term, Meriño promoted
               the positivist ideal of government as an agent for social development, and he corresponded
               closely with the influential author and educator from Puerto Rico, Eugenio María de Hostos. His secretary of interior and police, Ulises Heureaux, wielded great influence in the government and then succeeded him as president, en
               route to becoming dictator. Meriño continued his clerical role, being named archbishop by Pope Leo XIII in Rome
               in 1885.
            

            
         

         
         	MILITARY

         
         	
            The dominant institution throughout Dominican history. During the long colonial period,
               Santo Domingo was ruled by a captain-general sent from Spain backed by a garrison of soldiers. The often autocratic governance of these officials
               set the precedent for future military leaders. During the final phase of colonial
               rule, called España Boba, Captain-General Carlos de Urrutia y Montoya issued his Bando del Buen Gobierno, which the population resisted, leading to a declaration of independence from Spain. This event foreshadowed later moments when the Dominican people would periodically
               reject the rule of the military. The War of Dominican Independence with Haiti helped to consolidate the military tradition. Ramón Mella, a leader of the Trinitaria and one of the three founding fathers of the country, was a general of the army formed to fight for independence. The intellectual leader of the Trinitaria, Juan Pablo Duarte, lost out quickly in the power struggle with its overall military leader, Pedro Santana. Santana became the first in a long line of military leaders, which included his
               longtime rival for power, Buenaventura Báez. The two major figures of the late 19th century were also military figures: Gregorio Luperón and Ulises Heureaux. Under the latter’s tight control, the constantly recurring civil wars of preceding
               decades ended but then resumed after his assassination in 1899. The military instability
               of the early 20th century culminated in the occupation of the capital by the rebellious
               general Desiderio Arias in 1916, which convinced U.S. president Woodrow Wilson to order the invasion and
               U.S. Marine occupation of the country. The occupation, which lasted until 1924, transformed the military
               by creating a powerful new army, at first called a “constabulary force” or National
               Guard, on the model of the Marine Corps. A military academy established at Haina in 1919 supplied officers. From this point on, a career in the military would be
               one of the more desirable options open to Dominican men, offering comparatively high
               rates of pay, reliable housing and food, and a position of power vis-à-vis average
               citizens. As revealed in U.S. Senate hearings in 1920–1921, the military abused their
               authority during the occupation, torturing and killing civilians and burning villages
               as part of their campaign to eradicate armed resistance. 
            

            
            Among the newly minted officers of the National Guard was Rafael Trujillo, who would become the head of the renamed Dominican Army in 1928, and use it as his
               power base to seize the presidency in 1930 and rule as dictator until 1961. The army
               acted on Trujillo’s orders in carrying out the Haitian Massacre of 1937. The military benefited from World War II, when the Lend-Lease Act brought an unprecedented
               amount of materiel of every sort into its hands. In the postwar years, the Trujillo
               regime built the Dominican military into one of the most potent in the region, complete
               with a modern air force, a navy equipped with a variety of warships, and a tank corps. The military destroyed a series
               of exile invasion attempts and periodically menaced neighboring Haiti. Trujillo also created
               a National Police force in 1936. The most feared branch of Trujillo’s vast military
               apparatus, however, was military intelligence, the Servicio de Inteligencia Militar
               (SIM), which became notorious for its ubiquitous network of informants and its use
               of torture and detaining political prisoners in heinous conditions of incarceration.
               By the time of his assassination in May 1961, there were 12,310 men in the army; more
               than 9,000 in the National Police; 3,560 in the navy; and 3,720 in the air force,
               which had more than 200 combat aircraft at six airfields. At that point, nearly 23
               percent of government expenditures went to the military. 
            

            
            In the chaotic aftermath of Trujillo’s death, the United States prevented his son Ramfis Trujillo and his brothers, the so-called Wicked Uncles, from continuing a military dictatorship, instead pressuring an interim government to hold an election in December 1962, won
               by Juan Bosch of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). As president, Bosch brought military expenditures down to less than 18 percent
               of the national budget and guided through a constitution that reduced its institutional authority. In response, a conspiracy of military officers
               deposed Bosch in October 1963, forming a governing military junta called the Triumvirate. The subsequent Constitutionalist Revolt broke out in April 1965 when dissident officers initiated armed resistance to the
               junta, while the bulk of the army sided with the military government. Aided by U.S.
               intervention in the form of a yearlong occupation of Santo Domingo called Operation Power Pack, the army survived the revolt and presided over the election of Joaquín Balaguer as president in 1966. Although Balaguer relied on the army to suppress opposition
               to his authoritarian rule during the Twelve Years’ period, which lasted until 1978, he also reduced its budget to 15 percent of national
               expenditures by 1967. He placed increasing authority in the hands of the National
               Police, a force that Trujillo created in 1936 that had heretofore been closely associated
               with the army. During the eight years when presidents of the PRD were again in power,
               from 1978 to 1986, the resources made available to the military diminished and its
               importance as a political force waned. Balaguer’s return to power in 1986 restored
               the sway of the military, though not to the extent of the Twelve Years period. The
               2000 election of Hipólito Mejía, another PRD president, renewed the relative decline of the army, a trend continued
               by President Leonel Fernández of the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD), elected in 2004, who allowed military expenditures to decline to less than
               5 percent of the government budget soon after taking office. By other parameters of
               measuring military expenditures, however, spending for such purposes rose sharply
               during his administration, and continues to do so under his PLD successor, Dánilo Medina. The contemporary Dominican military is twice the size of Trujillo’s, with more than
               44,000 officers and enlisted men and women, about 24,000 of them in the army, but
               it is much weaker. The air force consists of about 40 aircraft located at two air/army
               bases, one at San Isidro near the capital, the other near Santiago, and the navy maintains 33 obsolete ships, 14 of them coast guard vessels. The Dominican
               Republic now spends only 0.62 percent of its gross domestic product (GDP) on the military,
               which ranks 121st among the world’s nations; by comparison, the United States spends
               more than 4.5 percent of its GDP on the military. Dominican military personnel are
               mainly engaged in drug traffic interdiction and patrolling for yola  emigrant craft en route to Puerto Rico, while much of the military is employed in
               civil functions such as operating the national toll roads, doing forestry work, and
               providing personal security for members of the government. With the enlistment age
               set at 15 years old, the military continues to be an important employer of disadvantaged
               Dominicans. 
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MINING

         
         	
            Mineral extraction has played an important role in the Dominican economy at various times, mostly at the beginning of the colonial period and in the late
               20th century. Soon after the first conquest-minded colonists led by Christopher Columbus arrived from Spain, the gold ornaments worn by the native Taíno people caught their eye. The first gold rush in the New World occurred near La Vega in 1508. The gold deposits of Mexico and Peru soon dwarfed those of Hispaniola, and mining activity mainly ceased in the early 16th century. Mining boomed again
               in the 1970s, with its share of the economy going from 1.5 percent to 5.3 percent,
               and while it employed only about 1 percent of the work force, in trade it accounted for as much as 38 percent of the value of exports. In 1975, the private
               firm Rosario Dominicano opened the Pueblo Viejo gold mine, located 100 km (62 mi.)
               northwest of Santo Domingo, which became the largest open-pit gold mine in the hemisphere. The Dominican government
               co-owned Rosario and purchased the rest of it in 1979. Pueblo Viejo closed in 1999,
               but two Canadian companies invested $4 billion to modernize the mine, the largest
               single foreign investment in the country’s history, and it reopened in 2009, coming
               into full operation in 2014.
            

            
            The Aluminum Company of America (Alcoa) began bauxite mining in Barahona in 1958, with its operations reaching their height in the 1970s. Alcoa closed the
               mine in 1982, but the Dominican government purchased it and reopened it in 1989, selling
               the bauxite to Alcoa. Ferronickel extraction by the Falconbridge Corporation began
               in 1968 near Bonao, and in the 1980s their mine there was the second largest in the
               world. There are large deposits of nickel, and it has been the most lucrative mining
               pursuit, reaching a height of 18 percent of exports in 1987. The Falconbridge facility
               at Bonao shut down in 2010, due in part to insufficient energy. There have also been operations involved in mining silver, iron, limestone, copper,
               gypsum, mercury, salt, sulfur, marble, onyx, and other materials. Amber is mined under perilous and insalubrious circumstances in three different zones in
               the mountains. All told, the mining industry contribution to the GDP declined from 1.4 percent in 1991 to 0.2 percent in 2010.
            

            
         

         
         	MIR, PEDRO (1913–2000)

         
         	
            The most famous Dominican poet of the 20th century. He was born in San Pedro de Macorís, known as the “city of poets.” His father was an immigrant from Cuba who worked at
               a sugar refinery as chief engineer, and his mother died when he was four years old. He began
               writing at an early age, and Juan Bosch first published his socially conscious verse in the early 1930s. He studied law at
               the  Universidad  Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD), earning his degree in 1941. He became the best-known poet of the Generación
               de 48 (Generation of 1948), a group of writers active in the 1940s. He felt threatened
               by the repressive regime of Rafael Trujillo and decided to go into exile in 1947. He wrote his best-known poem in Cuba in 1949, an homage to the Dominican
               Republic entitled “Hay un país en el mundo” (There Is a Country in the World). He
               published “Contracanto a Walt Whitman, canto a nosotros mismos” (Countersong to Walt
               Whitman, Song of Ourselves) in Guatemala in 1952. He returned home in 1963, when Bosch
               became president, then left again when the military toppled Bosch later that same year. He came back for good in 1968, becoming a professor
               at the UASD. He won awards for his essay on the Monroe Doctrine in 1974 and for his
               poem “The Hurricane Neruda” in 1975, and published his only novel, Cuando amaban las tierras comunales (When They Loved the Lands Held in Common) in 1978. He earned the National Literature Award for lifetime achievement in 1993.
            

            
         

         
         	MIRABAL SISTERS

         
         	
            The most famous of Rafael Trujillo’s victims because they were the most charismatic and because their kidnapping and
               murder constituted the most brutal and outrageous of the crimes committed during his
               lengthy dictatorship. The Mirabal sisters’ demise mobilized international censure of the Trujillo regime
               and contributed to its downfall. The four sisters became involved in the June 14th Movement, with the most famous, Minerva (1926–1960), a law student, joining first. The youngest,
               María Teresa (1935–1960), also a law student, followed her into the anti-Trujillo
               resistance. The two of them were jailed by the regime for their activities but freed
               under pressure from the Organization of American States (OAS). The eldest, Patria Mirabal Reyes (1924–1960), joined the movement after witnessing
               Trujillo’s air force bomb the exile invasion attempt at Constanza. Their husbands were all arrested by the regime for their involvement with the June
               14th Movement. Minerva Mirabal was known among her collaborators by the code-name
               “La Mariposa,” so the three Mirabal Sisters who joined the resistance are called “The
               Butterflies.” The fourth sister, Bélgica “Dedé” (1925–2014), was only marginally involved,
               her husband was not arrested, and she survived to be their witness. On 25 November
               1960, Minerva, Patria, and María Teresa Mirabal drove from their home near Moca to Puerto Plata to see their husbands, who were jailed at Fortaleza San Felipe, and on their way
               home, Trujillo’s agents took them captive in the mountains near El Cumbre. They were horribly abused and murdered, and their car pushed into
               a ravine to make their deaths look accidental, but their driver survived the attack
               to reveal the circumstances of their abduction, if not their subsequent sexual violation,
               torture, and death, the details of which were not revealed until recently. The murders
               became internationally known, adding to the mounting pressure against the Trujillo
               regime because of his human rights violations, including the murder of Jesús de Galíndez and attacks on the Roman Catholic clergy. In the years since their death, the Mirabal sisters have become international
               symbols of women’s rights, and in 1999 the United Nations designated 25 November, the date of their
               murder, as International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The obelisk
               on the oceanfront boulevard in Santo Domingo known as Malecón, built by the dictator in 1937 in honor of himself, was converted to a memorial to
               the Mirabal sisters, and decorated with painted butterflies. The Dominican   American author Julia Alvarez evoked their lives in her novel In the Time of the Butterflies (1994), which was adapted as a film in 2001.
            

            
         

         
         	MOCA

         
         	
            Capital city of the province of Espaillat, called Moca Province until 1885, located in the Cibao Valley 18 km (11 mi.) east of Santiago. Founded in 1700, Moca was the site of the assembly that drafted the Constitution of 1857. The proclamation of annexation to Spain was first read there on 23 March 1861, and subsequently the city played a major role
               in the Restoration War with Spain. The first open resistance to Spanish recolonization broke out there less than six
               weeks later, on 2 May 1861, with the call for revolution (grito) known as the “Long Live Independence” movement, which foreshadowed the grito de Capotillo of 16 August 1863. The town is perhaps best known as the site of the assassination
               of Ulises Heureaux on 26 July 1899. The current population is approximately 65,000.
            

            
         

         
         	MONA PASSAGE

         
         	
            Strait separating the islands of Hispaniola and Puerto Rico, and connecting the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, 130 km
               (80 mi.) wide, that has long been an important shipping channel. The strategic importance
               of the Mona Passage made the nearby Samaná Bay into a potential imperial asset, accounting for the interest in it exhibited at different
               times by France, Spain, and the United States. Fraught with strong currents and stormy seas, the Mona Passage is a treacherous
               stretch of water to cross in small boats (called yolas), which an untold number of Dominicans have attempted over the years in order to
               reach Puerto Rico, with great loss of life in shipwrecks. 
            

            
         

         
         	MONCIÓN, BENITO (1826–1898)

         
         	
            A hero of the War of Dominican Independence and the Restoration War. He was born in La Vega but grew up in the frontier town of La Visite, in Dajabón Province. He rose from poverty by working for the wealthy caudillo rancher Santiago Rodríguez. He fought in the forces of Francisco Antonio Salcedo at the battle of Beller on
               27 October 1845, attaining the rank of sergeant. He was a lieutenant at the time of
               the annexation to Spain in 1863 and took part in the grito de Capotillo with Rodríguez on 16 August 1863. The next day he combined with Pedro Antonio Pimental to defeat the Spanish forces at the battle of Bruceta. He was wounded soon after
               but continued in the field through the battle of Santiago. He assumed control of operations around Monte Cristi during 1864 and remained military chief there after the war, a supporter of Buenaventura Báez. In 1879, he became governor of the province of Monte Cristi. He supported the failed 1886 revolution led by Casimiro de Moya against Ulises Heureaux, who jailed him and then sent him into exile. He went to the Bahamas, returning when Heureaux pardoned him in 1886. His remains
               are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

            
         

         
         	MONCLÚS, MIGUEL ANGEL (1873–1967)

         
         	
            Author and diplomat who wrote the classic novel Cachón (1958), which evokes the backward-footed creature called the ciguapa, said to have originated with the Taíno. He also wrote Caudillismo en la República Dominicana (1946), a study of strongman (caudillo) rule in the country since Pedro Santana.
            

            
         

         
         	MONSEÑOR NOUEL

         
         	
            Province located in the center of the country, with the mountains of the Cordillera Central (Central Range) to the south, and the mountains of the
               Sierra de Yamasa to the north, with its high point of Loma La Peguera (Pine Pitch
               Mountain), at 664 m (2,178 ft.). The Río Yuna and its tributary rivers dominate the middle of the province. It is bordered to the west by the province of
               La Vega, out of which it was created in 1983, and named in honor of Adolfo Alejandro Nouel, a priest and president. To the south lie the provinces of San José de Ocoa, San Cristóbal, and Monte Plata. It adjoins Sánchez Ramírez Province to the northeast. It has an area of only 992 sq. km (383 sq. mi.), and a
               population of about 168,000. The capital city of Bonao was founded by Christopher Columbus in 1494 and was the center of early gold mining. Nickel mining is important to the economy now, along with agriculture, ranching, and tourism.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTE CRISTI

         
         	
            Name of a city and bay on the north coast, and of the surrounding province. To the west, Monte Cristi Province borders Bahía de Manzanillo (Manzanillo Bay)
               on the Atlantic Ocean and Haiti; the provinces Dajabón and Santiago Rodríguez lie to south, and Valverde and Puerto Plata provinces border it to the east. Christopher Columbus explored Monte Cristi Bay on his first voyage, giving the place its name on 4 January
               1493. Governor Nicolás de Ovando established a town there in 1506, founded as San Fernando de Monte Cristi, which
               attracted a group of settlers from the Canary Islands in 1533. Monte Cristi was one of the settlements destroyed in the Devastations of 1606. Rebuilt in 1756, it became a busy trading port throughout the 19th century.
               Cuban nationalist leader José Martí and General Máximo Gómez signed the agreement known as the Monte Cristi Manifesto at the latter’s residence
               there in 1895 and then embarked from the port to go to Cuba to start a revolution
               against Spain. Monte Cristi Province was created in 1907, encompassing the valley of the Río Yaque
               del Norte at the western end of the larger Cibao Valley. U.S. forces invaded the town in June 1916 at the outset of the U.S. Marine occupation. Monte Cristi was an important port in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when
               its landmark clock tower, which resembles a modest Eiffel Tower, was constructed,
               but it declined in the latter part of the 20th century, and today the city has a population
               of about 42,000. The rest of the province’s approximately 112,000 people are spread
               across nearly 2,000 sq. km (772 sq. mi.) of territory, most of them in towns along
               the Río Yaque del Norte. The mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional (Northern Range) run close to the ocean in Monte
               Cristi Province, with the town of Monte Cristi being the only urban area located on
               the coast, along with the border town of Pepito Salcedo. The economy consists mainly of agriculture, with some salt production, fishing, and a zona franca  (free trade zone) at the Port of Manzanillo. The islands called Cayos Siete Hermanos (Seven Brothers Keys), which lie off the coast near the
               city of Monte Cristi, are a national park.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTE PLATA

         
         	
            A town that is capital of a large province of the same name. Monte Plata Province covers more than 2,600 sq. km (1,000 sq. mi.)
               in the southeastern part of the country, and borders nine other provinces, from Santo Domingo in the south to Samaná in the north. Monte Plata was settled by people displaced from Monte Cristi and Puerto Plata by the Devastations, with the name Monte Plata combining elements of the two settlements destroyed in
               1606. Although a population center by that name dates from that period, the province
               of Monte Cristi only came into being in 1938, shaped from Monseñor Nouel Province during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. The economy of the province is mainly agricultural, its terrain varies from the Caribbean coastal plains to the mountains of the Cordillera Oriental (Eastern Range), and it sustains a population of 180,000.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTEROS

         
         	
            A word that means “mountain people.” Monteros subsisted on hunting wild pigs and cattle and preserving their meat, and by cultivating
               plots of staple crops. The term montería connotes the practice of hunting and the culture of the hunters. In terms of their
               lifestyle, they are the descendants of the buccaneers. Monteros are akin to cowboys, embodying masculine qualities and living off the land, and have
               become emblematic of the Dominican variant of rugged individualism. Pedro Francisco Bonó wrote the first novel in Dominican literature, El Montero (1856), an idealized romance about a backwoods hunter and his lover.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTESINO, ANTONIO DE (?–1515)

         
         	
            The first person to speak out against the abuse of the native Taíno people by the colonists from Spain, he was one of the first group of friars of the Dominican Order of the Roman Catholic Church to go to Hispaniola, arriving in Santo Domingo in September 1510. Montesino, who entered the priesthood in Salamanca, Spain, spoke
               for the small band of monks who had agreed with their leader,  Pedro Córdoba, that something had to be done to end the inhumane treatment of the “Indians.” They
               chose the fourth Sunday of Advent, 21 December 1511, to deliver the message, which
               Montesino put in the form of a sermon on the passage from scripture concerning the
               “Voice in the Wilderness” of St. John the Baptist. He told the congregation that they
               would go to hell if they did not treat the native people with compassion, asking “Are
               they not men?” The sermon enraged the colonists, who demanded a retraction, but Montesino,
               who had the full backing of Córdoba and the other clergy, gave another sermon a week
               later that drove home the point. Governor Diego Columbus demanded that the friars be recalled, to which King Ferdinand agreed. But Montesino’s
               sermons inspired Bartolomé  de las Casas to become the “Protector of the Indies.” De las Casas joined Montesino and Córdoba
               at the royal court to argue on behalf of the Taíno, convincing the king to proclaim
               the Laws of Burgos in 1512, which made humane treatment of the native people the law,
               if not the practice, in the Spanish New World colonies. A statue of Montesino 15 m
               (46 ft.) tall, a gift of the government of Mexico, was erected in his honor on the
               Malecón in Santo Domingo in 1982.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTEZ, MARÍA (1912–1951)

         
         	
            A Dominican actress who became a Hollywood movie star in the 1940s, earning the nickname
               the “Queen of Technicolor.” Born María Africa Gracia Vidal in Barahona, María Montez was the stage name she adopted. Her father, a businessman and diplomat,
               emigrated from the Canary Islands (her given middle name “Africa” was a reference to the islands, off the African coast).
               María Vidal taught herself English, married a bank branch manager from the United States when she was 20, and accompanied him when he transferred back to his home country.
               They soon divorced, and María began working as a model in New York, where a Universal Studios agent signed her to an acting contract in 1940. Changing
               her name to María Montez, she played a supporting role in That Night in Rio (1941). In 1942, she starred in the title role of The Mystery of Marie Roget, a black-and-white film, and as Scheherazade in Arabian Nights, in Technicolor, a box office success that brought her international stardom. She
               went on to star in a succession of escapist films during World War II, several of
               them costarring what became a familiar ensemble: Jon Hall, Turham Bey, and Sabu, the
               “jungle boy” actor. Her best-known films are White Savage (1943) and especially Cobra Woman (1944). Montez married French actor Jean-Pierre Aument in 1943, a romance that added
               to the public fascination for her. She was a guest at Franklin Roosevelt’s birthday
               party in 1944, in an expression of wartime solidarity. After the war, she and Aument
               grew dissatisfied with the roles available to them, and in 1948 they left for Paris,
               where they collaborated on writing and acting in film projects. Montez acted in a
               total of 26 films. She also wrote and published poetry. She was found dead in her
               bathtub in 1951. Over the years, María Montez has become an icon of the gay community.
               She was the subject of the seminal article by Jack Smith, “The Perfect Filmic Appositeness
               of María Montez,” which appeared in the winter 1962 edition of the journal Film Culture and is considered the manifesto for a new queer cinema.
            

            
         

         
         	MORALES LANGUASCO, CARLOS FELIPE (1868–1914)

         
         	
            President from December 1903 to December 1905, when the United States took control of Dominican finances in the form of the Customs Receivership. Born in Puerto Plata, Morales became a priest and then became involved in politics as an opponent of the
               regime of Ulises Heureaux. He survived an assassination attempt, after which he went into exile in St. Thomas, returning to take part in an 1886 revolt led by Casimiro de Moya. After Heureaux was assassinated in 1899, he took part in the government of Juan Isidro Jimenes, leaving the priesthood in 1901. In 1903, Morales led the “Revolt of the Union” with
               Jimenes and Horacio Vásquez from the northwest border. Incumbent president Alejandro Woss y Gil resigned in November 1903, allowing Morales to assume power, with Ramón Cáceres as vice president. The U.S. government of Theodore Roosevelt backed Morales, because
               he announced elections and approved the Modus Vivendi, or informal arrangement, under
               which the United States took control of Dominican Customs collection, which would be formalized in the Dominican American Convention of 1907.
               Morales renounced the presidency in December 1905, one year after taking office, permitting
               Cáceres to become president. He went into self-imposed exile in Paris, where he became
               the first Dominican to ride in an airplane, doing so in 1913, one year before his
               death.
            

            
         

         
         	MOREL, YORYI (1901– 1979)

         
         	
            The best-known painter of the Dominican modernist art movement, his oil paintings celebrated Dominican folkways in what is called the costumbrismo style. From Santiago, many of his works depict the landscapes and common people of the Cibao. He presented his first solo exhibition in 1932, and took part in the inaugural Dominican
               national art biennial in 1942. His most successful painting was “El Pescador” (The
               Fisherman), winner of the top award in painting at the biennial in 1952. Morel founded
               an art school in his hometown, where the celebrated artist Clara Ledesma studied.
               In 2006, the Dominican Congress named Morel the “national painter” of the Dominican Republic. His work is exhibited
               at the Museo Folklórico Yoryi Morel (Yoryi Morel Folkloric Museum) in Santiago.
            

            
         

         
         	MOUNTAINS

         
         	
            Eleven mountain systems dominate the landscape of the Dominican Republic, covering
               65 percent of the country’s territory. Among them, there are three full mountain ranges,
               the largest being the Cordillera Central (Central Range). Its highest point is Pico Duarte, the tallest peak in the Caribbean, at 3,087 m (10,164 ft.), while nearby Loma La
               Pelona (Bald Mountain) is nearly equal in altitude, rising to 3,070 m (9,842 ft.).
               The Central Mountains extend across the long-disputed national border with Haiti, are craggy and forbidding, and were once forested with hardwoods such as mahogany. They harbor 11 oasis-like valleys at high altitude. Another rugged ridge called
               the Cordillera Septentrional (Northern Range) runs across most of the north coast
               of the island, separated from the Atlantic Ocean only by a narrow green plain and
               miles of barrier beach and coralline rock formations. At its western end, the Cordillera
               Septentrional is broken by arid lowlands near the Masacre River, which flows north to the sea and marks the border with Haiti in that region. Bays
               and lagoons stud the north coast, which ends in a peninsula formed by the largest
               and deepest embayment of all, Samaná Bay. The third mountainous region is the Cordillera Oriental (Eastern Range), which parallels
               the southern coast all the way to the eastern tip of Hispaniola. The Cordillera Oriental is flanked on the north by an enormous swamp, now a national
               park, called Los Haiteses, which adjoins Samaná Bay, and on the south by a jungle along the valley of the Chavón
               River. Between the three mountain ranges, the long central Cibao valley runs northwest to southeast from near the Atlantic to the head of Samaná Bay.
               
            

            
            See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	MOVIMIENTO DE LA LIBERACIÓN DOMINICANA

         
         	
            The Dominican Liberation Movement comprised a group of exiles from the Rafael  Trujillo regime who attempted an invasion from Cuba on 14 June 1959. They were inspired by
               the insurgency that brought Fidel Castro to power in Cuba in January 1959, which was
               launched in 1956 by a small group deployed from a pleasure craft. Cuba thereafter
               became the base of operations for the Dominican exiles hoping to repeat Castro’s feat,
               as they organized and trained there with the support of his government. The invasion
               attempt came in two waves, one by air to Constanza in the mountains and the other by sea to Estero Hondo   and   Maimón on the north coast. The invasion attempts inspired the formation of the June 14th Movement, or 1J4, which included the martyred Mirabal sisters. The brutal treatment of the invasion survivors and political prisoners such as those
               from the 1J4 led to an investigation of the Trujillo regime and sanctions by the Organization of American States.
            

            
         

         
         	MOVIMIENTO POPULAR DOMINICANA (MPD)

         
         	
            The Dominican People’s Movement was a left-wing political organization founded in
               opposition to the authoritarian regime established by Joaquín Balaguer during his Twelve Years’ period as president, which lasted from 1966 to 1978. The MPD declared the intention of bringing about
               a revolutionary coup d’état soon after Balaguer took power. To achieve it, MPD members
               infiltrated the major opposition political party, the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), attaining several important posts within it under the leadership of José Francisco Peña Gómez prior to the election of 1970. At the same time, the MPD allied with the Partido Quisqueyano Demócrata (PQD), founded by Balaguer’s rival Elías Wessin y Wessin, the former general who had orchestrated the removal from the presidency of the PRD’s
               founder, Juan Bosch, in 1963. In addition to working with the PRD and PQD, both officially recognized
               political parties, the MPD employed guerrilla tactics. Its most audacious operation,
               which was kidnapping the U.S. Air Force attaché, occurred in March 1970. After negotiations
               with the Dominican government, the MPD kidnappers freed their hostage in exchange
               for the release of 20 political prisoners. During his 1970 reelection campaign, Balaguer
               pointed to the kidnapping as evidence of the danger to the country posed by leftist
               resistance to his rule, winning with 57 percent of the vote in May. The MPD-linked
               political prisoners went into exile in Mexico, but by 1978, 19 of them had been killed, numbering among the approximately
               5,000 victims of the dirty war known as Balaguer’s Twelve Years. 
            

            
         

         
         	MOYA, CASIMIRO NEMESIO DE (1849–1915)

         
         	
            A vice president under Ulises Heureaux, among many other political posts, his accomplishments include designing the coat
               of arms on the nation’s flag, and drawing a detailed map of Santo Domingo. He was also a historian and an author. He was elected vice president on a ticket
               with Archbishop Arturo Meriño as president in 1882, but denied the election for president by Ulises Heureaux in 1884, with Father Francisco Gregorio Billini getting the post in a tainted poll. He ran again in 1886, this time against Heureaux
               himself, and again lost in another fraudulent election. His supporters then began
               a revolution against Heureaux, which the dictator crushed with brutal force, sending
               Moya into exile. He conspired with Gregorio Luperón to launch an invasion from Haiti, but Heureaux prevailed to have them deported, ending the threat.
            

            
         

         
         	MUSEUMS

         
         	
            There is an increasing number of museums in the country, linked to the rise in tourism as a component of its economy, which range in subject matter from the indigenous Taíno culture to contemporary art. 
            

            
            The Taíno people are partly understood through the petroglyphs and pictographs they
               left on cave walls. There are 500 examples of them in the Cueva de las Maravillas
               (Cave of the Marvels), located between San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, which was discovered in 1926 and opened as a museum in 2007. Another museum dedicated
               to the indigenous people is Taíno Park in Samaná. 
            

            
            Most of the country’s museums are in Santo Domingo. The most visited museum is the Museo Alcázar de Colón (Museum of the Alcázar of Columbus), the palace of Diego Columbus, located in the Zona Colonial (Colonial Zone), where the most significant museums are clustered together in the oldest European
               settlement in the Western Hemisphere. These include the Torre del Homenaje; the Museo de las Casas Reales (Museum of the Royal Houses), where the administrative
               offices of the colonial government were situated; and the Panteón de la Patria, within the colonial Franciscan church and monastery. Also in the Colonial Zone are
               the Museo del Ron y la Caña (Museum of Rum and Sugar Cane), detailing the importance of these commodities to the economy; the Museo de la Familia Dominicana (Museum of the Dominican Family), in a restored
               16th-century building; a museum dedicated to Juan Pablo Duarte in his birthplace; and the Memorial Museum of Dominican Resistance, dedicated to
               the martyrs of the Rafael Trujillo dictatorship, 1930 to 1961. 
            

            
            Beyond the Colonial Zone, the principal museums occupy places in Santo Domingo’s Plaza de la Cultura (Plaza of Culture), constructed in the early 1970s at the direction of Joaquín Balaguer. They are the Museo de Arte Moderno (Museum of Modern Art), which originated in 1976
               as the Galería del Arte Moderno (Gallery of Modern Art), an extension of the Gallery
               of Fine Arts; the Museo del Hombre Dominicano (Museum of Dominican Man); and the Museo
               Nacional de Historia Natural (National Museum of Natural History).
            

            
            The first art museum was the Museo Nacional (National Museum), founded in 1927 with
               the aim of collecting and preserving works of art created in the republic. The institution
               stagnated until 1942, when the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo added the development of high culture to its nationalist agenda, establishing the
               Dirección Nacional de Bellas Artes (National Directorate of Fine Arts). The following
               year, the government inaugurated the Galería de Bellas Artes (Gallery of Fine Arts),
               which moved into the neoclassical Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts) in
               1956. The large facility includes performance spaces for music, theater, and dance. The privately operated Museo Bellapart in Santo Domingo is also significant, housing
               the collection of its founder, Juan José Bellapart, which spans the history of Dominican
               art. Other art museums include two in Santiago: the Museo Yoryi Morel, dedicated to the work of its namesake, and the Centro de Arte León Jimenes, which
               houses the collection of a tobacco magnate, along with archaeological artifacts and
               visiting exhibits. There is also a museum dedicated to the artist Silvano Lora near
               Neiba.
            

            
            There are several museums dedicated to amber, the ancient, semiprecious resin, and the history of mining it in the country, including the Amber World Museum in Santo Domingo, and both the Museo del Ambar Dominicano and the Galería
               de Ambar in Puerto Plata. Also in Puerto Plata is the restored Victorian home of Gregorio Luperón, now a museum. The home of the Mirabal sisters, the most famous of Trujillo’s victims, near Moca, houses a museum in their honor, preserved in the exact state they left it. The new
               Museo de la Altagracia in Higüey is named for the nation’s patron saint and located on the grounds of the cathedral dedicated to her, and interprets the history of religion in the country. The Monument to the Heroes of the Restoration in Santiago, an enormous structure originally constructed by Trujillo in an act of
               self-glorification, contains a museum with life-size exhibits depicting scenes from
               Dominican history.
            

            
         

         
         	MUSIC

         
         	
            Music is central to Dominican identity and experience, and is perhaps what the country
               is best known for around the world. The first musical form in Dominican history was
               the areíto of the native Taíno people, which combined music, song, and dance. Among the elements of Taíno culture that survive into the present day are the three
               principal instruments the indigenous people played: the tambour drum, maracas, and
               most unique, the güira. Little is known of music during the Spanish colonial period, and the only composer
               whose name was recorded was Cristóbal de Llerena, who died in 1621. It is said that
               two patriots, Gabino Puello and Juan de Mena, literally sang out the Grito de Independencia (Cry of Independence)
               at El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844, when the War of Dominican Independence against the Haitian occupation began. Soon after, Juan Bautista Alfonseca composed the music for the first national anthem, which was replaced in 1883 by the current version by Emilio  Prud’Homme and José Reyes. The national musical style and dance step, the merengue, is also said to have originated during the war with Haiti, but like many types of
               Dominican music (and culture), it is much likelier to be an older hybrid of rhythms
               and steps from Europe and Africa. Merengue displaced the tumba as the most popular dance music in the new country and found its distinctive voice
               with the introduction of accordions to the country in the 1870s.
            

            
            The first music school was founded in Santo Domingo in 1855, directed by José Francisco Quero y Fermín Bastidas. Father Francisco Xavier Billini founded a musical academy at his Colegio San Gonzaga in 1869 and, in 1885, Archbishop
               Fernando Arturo de Meriño, while serving as president, established a music school directed by Andrés Requena, which trained Pablo Claudio, the most accomplished Dominican musician of the 19th century. 
            

            
            The Dominican “National School” of composers and musicians gained its stylistic identity
               in the late 19th century, at the same time that the genre of costumbrismo gained prominence in Dominican literature. Like the authors of costumbrismo, the composers and bandleaders of the National School celebrated national culture
               and incorporated elements of folk music into their compositions and arrangements.
               The academically trained musicians associated with the style were Juan Francisco García,
               Rafael Ignacio, Julio Alberto Hernández, Luis Rivera, and Luis Alberti. But the most famous and best-loved musician of the period was the self-taught Juan Antonio Alix. The first two of many internationally known musicians from the country gained prominence
               in the mid-20th century: the concert violinist Gabriel del Orbe  and the charismatic tenor Eduardo Brito. 
            

            
            Rafael Trujillo channeled music into serving the purposes of the dictatorship, with new compositions extolling him, the government, and its symbols. The new electronic
               media that developed during the regime, led by La Voz Dominicana (The Dominican Voice) radio
               and television stations, broadcast officially sanctioned, big-band style merengues
               to the population, while merengue orchestras (often named with honorifics of Trujillo)
               performed in the urban social clubs. The tight control on musical expression both
               served to identify merengue with the government and to prevent the introduction of
               rock and roll from North America.
            

            
            Freedom of expression returned to music after Trujillo’s assassination on 30 May 1961,
               albeit cautiously at first. One of the first hit songs recorded in the days afterward
               was the lively merengue “Mataron al chivo” (They Killed “The Goat,” one of Trujillo’s
               nicknames), by Antonio Morel. Its title was a not-so-veiled reference to the assassination
               and its aftermath. During the next five unstable years leading up to the Constitutionalist Revolt in 1965, music took on more and more of a political identity, with the newly independent
               radio stations playing not only foreign rock music but also a reinvigorated style
               of merengue. The leading merengueros who got their start during the turbulent period were Johnny Ventura, future mayor of Santo Domingo, Wilfrido Vargas, Cuco Valoy, “Johnny” Pacheco, and Milly Quezada, the first major female recording star.
            

            
            Also in the early 1960s, when the nation experienced a massive internal migration
               from the countryside to the cities, especially to sprawling metropolitan Santo Domingo,
               the venerable rural style bachata came along with the people. Bachata has its roots in the 19th century, when it referred to a party in the countryside,
               but the term became identified with the guitar-based music played at the all-night
               affairs. The international recording superstar Juan Luis Guerra, already renowned as a composer and performer of merengue, brought bachata to a global audience, while putting his own stamp on it, in the 1990s. Another internationally
               successful bachatero of a more traditional approach is Héctor Acosta, called “El Torito” (The Little Bull),
               leader of the band Los Toros (The Bulls). The reigning heartthrob of Dominican music
               is Anthony Santos, former leader of the boy-band Aventura (Adventure), which he formed
               with his brothers in New York, who now performs as Romeo. Romeo is immensely popular across Latin America, making
               him perhaps the most famous Dominican   American. The most recent musical style to dominate the country was regaeton, a hybrid of Spanish rap and reggae-infused dance hall. The band Luny Tunes, another
               transnational group with a following in New York and the Dominican Republic, was the
               best-known regaeton act.
            

            
            Many musicologists have researched and recorded the history of Dominican music, beginning
               with Julio Arzeno, and including Flérida de Nolasco and Fradique Lizardo, to name only the most prominent of them.
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         	NATIONAL ANTHEM

         
         	
            The first national anthem was “Canción dominicana” (Dominican Song), written by Félix
               María del Monte, with music composed by Juan Bautista Alfonseca, which dates to 1844,
               when the country gained its independence from Haiti. The current national anthem of the Dominican Republic is “Quisqueyanos valientes”
               (Valiant Quisqueyans), with music composed in 1883 by José Reyes, with lyrics by Emilio  Prud’Homme. The Dominican Congress first adopted it in 1897, but Ulises Heureaux vetoed the measure, because Prud’Homme opposed his dictatorship. Ironically, the
               dictatorial regime of Rafael Trujillo approved it as the national anthem on 30 May 1934.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL GUARD

         
         	
            The Guardia Nacional Dominicana came into being during the U.S. Marine occupation to perform as a police force. It was created with the name Dominican Constabulary
               Guard in April 1917 by Executive Order No. 47 of the U.S. military government, with
               $500,000 in appropriations. Renamed first the Dominican National Guard, then in 1921,
               the Policía Nacional Dominicana (Dominican National Police), it grew to more than
               2,700 men by the end of the occupation in 1924. National Guard officers received training
               at the Haina Military Academy, founded in August 1921, with its most accomplished alumnus, Rafael Trujillo, graduating in its first class in December 1921 and rising to command it within a
               few years. The National Guard facilitated the modernization of the Dominican military, which had long been composed mainly of ad hoc forces devoted to rival caudillos. Moreover, renamed the Dominican Army, it provided the foundation for Trujillo’s dictatorship from 1930 to 1961, and continued to be the arbiter of power in the chaotic years
               that followed his assassination.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL PALACE

         
         	
            Constructed in 1944 to commemorate the centennial of Dominican independence, it houses the offices of the president and the rest of the executive branch. The neoclassical building, with its dome 34
               m (11.5 ft.) high, columns on all sides, and 18,000 sq. m (190,000 sq. ft.) of area
               on three floors, is one of the most visible structural legacies of the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. Built on a design by the Italian architect Guido d’Alessandro, it incorporates a
               great deal of marble quarried in Samaná. The groundbreaking took place on Independence Day, 27 February, and after a frenetic pace of construction, the palace was inaugurated
               on 16 August, Restoration Day, which in 1944 was also another inauguration day for Trujillo. The main floor
               comprises offices and the meeting room of the cabinet, while the top floor has a series
               of reception rooms with ornate décor, including the Hall of the Ambassadors, the Hall
               of the Caryatids, and the Mahogany Room. The Presidential Chapel is still named for Trujillo’s namesake, St. Rafael the
               Archangel. The National Palace was the focal point of the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965, because it was the embattled seat of the revolutionary government,
               and came under attack from the planes and artillery of the Loyalist forces, backed
               by the United States in the ensuing invasion and occupation called Operation Power Pack.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL PARKS

         
         	
            More than a tenth of the country’s territory has been designated as part of the country’s
               system of Parques Nacionales and Reservas Científicas (Scientific Reserves), which
               also includes many urban parks and recreation areas. All told, there are 10 national
               parks and another five scientific reserves commonly called national parks, along with
               a number of smaller conservation sites. 
            

            
            Parque Nacional Armando Bermúdez was established in 1956 and named for a rum magnate. It covers 766 sq. km (296 sq. mi.) of heavily forested, humid territory in
               the mountains of the Cordillera Central (Central Range) and is the source of nine rivers, the most important of which is the Río Yaque del Norte, the country’s only whitewater
               stream. Parque Nacional José Carmen del Ramírez followed in 1958, with 764 sq. km
               (295 sq. mi.) adjacent to the south of Bermúdez Park. It includes Pico Duarte, highest peak in the Caribbean, and the headwaters of three important rivers, the Mijo, San Juan, and Yaque del Sur. Established in 1996, Parque Nacional La Isabela near Luperón protects the site of the first, short-lived settlement planted by Christopher Columbus in 1493, which hurricanes soon destroyed. Parque La Isabela is not to be confused with the nearby Parque Nacional
               Isabel de Torres, which encompasses the mountain rising behind Puerto Plata. Parque Nacional Isla Cabritos preserves a unique island in the middle of the saltwater
               Lago Enriquillo. The island of 24 sq. km (9.3 sq. mi.) and the surrounding waters are the habitat
               of unique flora and fauna. The largest Dominican national park, Parque Nacional Jaragua comprises 1,400 sq. km (540 sq. mi.) in the arid southwest coastal region, typified
               by thorny undergrowth that fringes the long and wild seashore, which is home to a
               wide variety of seabirds and shore birds. The most famous feature of Jaragua Park
               is the Laguna de (Lagoon of) Oviedo, a hypersalinic lake separated from the Caribbean Sea by a narrow strip of beach,
               which attracts birdwatchers from around the world. The islands of Beata and Alto Velo, together with the marine area surrounding them and along
               the coast, are also part of the park. Parque Nacional Sierra de Bahoruco set aside 800 sq. km (309 sq. mi.) of land rising from desert lowlands to pine forests
               at an altitude of 2,000 m (6,561 ft.). The park contains 166 species of orchids and
               75 species of birds, many of them rare, some of them unique to the region. Together
               with Jaragua Park and Isla Cabritos Park/Lago Enriquillo, Sierra de Bahoruco Park
               forms a United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
               Biosphere Reserve. Established in 1975, Parque Nacional del Este at the far southeastern
               tip of the country has 730 sq. km (453 sq. mi.) of diverse topography ranging from
               desert thickets to subtropical jungle. It includes three islands: Catalina, Catalinita,
               and most visited of all, Isla Saona. The park contains 400 caves, many of which are significant Taíno archaeological sites. Parque Nacional Los Haiteses preserves a unique area on the south coast of Samaná Bay. Parque Nacional Monte Cristi in the northwest corner of the country comprises 530 sq. km (204 sq. mi.) of coastal
               lagoons and forests along with seven small islands. It encompasses the very prominent
               limestone mesa called El Morro (The Hill), located 5 km (3.1 mi.) northeast of the
               city of Monte Cristi, which is 237 m (777 ft.) high, and is the principal attraction
               within the park. Parque Nacional “El Choco” near Cabarete preserves a coastal lagoon
               and a series of limestone caves. Parque Nacional Submarino La Caleta contains some
               of the last coral reefs in the Caribbean within its 10 sq. km (3.8 sq. mi.) of sea
               bottom located 22 km (13 mi.) from Santo Domingo. As one of the top diving locations in the country, it is among the most visited
               of the national parks. 
            

         

         
         	NAVY

         
         	
            The Dominican Navy came into being during the War of Dominican Independence, with three schooners under the command of Admiral Juan Bautista Cambiaso. Its first
               engagement was the battle of Tortuguero on 15 April 1844, when it sank six vessels
               from Haiti near Azua, giving the Dominicans command of the sea for the duration of the conflict. Eight
               days after the battle, the Dominican Congress passed the Naval Acts, officially establishing the Armada de la República Dominicana.
               After independence, the navy declined and went out of existence during the period
               of annexation to Spain, remaining weak after the Restoration War. After the United States took over the Dominican Customs Receivership with the Convention of 1907, it formed a maritime revenue force, which became a de
               facto navy. The U.S. Marine occupation (1916–1924) was carried out by U.S. naval and marine personnel, several of whom were
               instrumental to the rise of Rafael Trujillo, under whose dictatorship the Dominican Navy developed into a powerful force. After taking office in 1930,
               Trujillo used the largest ship in the navy, named the Presidente Trujillo, to take extended military “Reviews in Force” around the country. During World War II, the Lend-Lease program
               provided Trujillo with Coast Guard cutters. Trujillo’s navy doubled as a fleet of
               luxury craft for him and his family, including the full-rigged ship Angelita that served as his personal yacht, and a series of warships fitted out with staterooms.
               During the Constitutionalist Revolt of 1965, the navy was divided. On the Loyalist side was the frigate Mella, which aided elements of the air force to bombard the National Palace. On the Constitutionalist side were the elite navy frogmen, who supported Juan Bosch.
            

            
            There are two navy bases, the 27 de Febrero base in Santo Domingo, also site of the naval academy, which is named for Vice Admiral César de Windt Lavandier,
               and the largest base at Las Calderas Bay, west of the capital. There are currently
               3,500 Dominican Navy personnel serving 33 vessels, 14 of them Coast Guard patrol boats.
            

         

         
         	NEW YORK CITY

         
         	
            More Dominicans and Dominican   Americans live in New York than any other city than Santo Domingo—approximately 576,000 according to the 2010 U.S. Census. They have formed a transnational
               community of people known as Dominicanyorks in the city, known in Dominican Spanish dialect as Nueva Yol. The first Dominican
               to settle in New York was Jan Rodrigues in 1613. A small Dominican community first formed there in the 1930s, including many exiles from the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, but that regime made it extremely difficult to emigrate. The number of Dominicans
               expanded greatly in the 1960s, after the dictator’s assassination ushered in a period
               of instability. The government of Joaquín Balaguer forced thousands of its opponents into exile, with many of them coming to New York.
               Washington Heights is the neighborhood with the highest concentration of people of
               Dominican descent, earning it the nickname “Quisqueya Heights.”
            

         

         
         	NEWSPAPERS

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	NOLASCO, FLÉRIDA LAMARCHE DE (1891–1976)

         
         	
            Folklorist, pianist, professor, and musicologist who documented Dominican music, religion, and popular culture in more than 20 books. She was the sister of Francisco Henríquez y  Carvajal, sister-in-law of Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, and cousin of Pedro Henríquez Ureña (about whom she wrote a book). She received her doctorate from Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) in 1948, and was a professor of folklore, Dominican literature, and music history there.
            

         

         
         	NOUEL, ADOLFO ALEJANDRO (1862–1937)

         
         	
            Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church who served as interim president from November 1912 to April 1913. He studied at the seminary in his birthplace of
               Santo Domingo, where he was a student of Archbishop Arturo Meriño, and then traveled to Italy for 10 years, receiving his doctorate from Gregorian
               University in 1883 at the age of 21. He returned to the Dominican Republic in 1885 where he
               was ordained as a priest, and became parish priest of the Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación in Santo Domingo in 1890. In 1903, he was elected as a deputy to Congress, and in 1906, became archbishop of Santo Domingo upon the death of Meriño. After
               the assassination of President Ramón Cáceres in November 1911, the bloodiest civil war in Dominican history ensued, pitting the forces of the regime of President Eladio Victoria and his nephew General Alfredo Victoria against the combined followers of Horacio Vásquez and Desiderio Arias. The United States intervened in the form of a peace commission, backed by a force of 750 marines, sent
               by President William H. Taft in order to preserve the Dominican Customs Receivership. The commission proposed Nouel for provisional president as a compromise candidate,
               which both sides in the civil war agreed to in November 1912, when Eladio Victoria
               resigned, and Congress elected Nouel, charging him with arranging new elections by 1914. As soon as Nouel
               took office, Arias, leader of the  jimenista  faction loyal to Juan Isidro Jimenes, who was in exile, declared his opposition to the provisional government. Despite the archbishop going
               to Monte Cristi in January 1913 to mollify him personally, Arias pressed his demands, and the jimenistas marched on the capital in February. Nouel, under pressure from Vásquez and his  horacistas  not to yield to Arias and the jimenistas, was unable to satisfy either political party. The United States offered military aid and a large loan to pay government salaries
               that were months in arrears, but instead of accepting foreign assistance, Nouel cited
               his declining health and resigned in April. He was in Rome in 1916 when the U.S. Marine occupation of the Dominican Republic began, which he protested in a formal letter after his return
               home in 1920. The Vatican relieved Nouel of his ecclesiastical functions in the mid-1920s,
               but in 1933 the dictator Rafael Trujillo, who had come to power three years before, defied Rome and named him archbishop for
               life and adviser to the government. He served the regime faithfully thereafter, presiding
               over the frequent events held at the cathedral, and guiding distinguished foreign visitors on tours that included opening the casket
               containing the reputed remains of Christopher Columbus. Trujillo’s biographer called him “a pliant creature comfortable to have around,
               a house pet among prelates.”
            

         

         
         	NUEVA YOL

         
         	
            Dominican Spanish dialect for New York.
            

         

         
         	NÚÑEZ DE CÁCERES, JOSÉ (1772–1846)

         
         	
            Leader of the movement for Dominican independence from Spain, he drafted the Declaration of Independence of 1821 and served as the first president
               of the country during the brief period of statehood that followed. Born in Santo Domingo on 14 March 1772, Núñez received a law degree at the Universidad Santo Tomás de Aquino
               (University of Saint Thomas Aquinas), the future Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD), in 1795. Four years later, the Spanish colony having been ceded to France
               in the 1795 Peace of Basel, Núñez went to Cuba, where he gained appointment as a royal official, serving until
               he was transferred back to Santo Domingo in 1808, when Spain regained control from
               France. As general counsel and lieutenant governor, Núñez was the top colonial administrator
               under the royal governor, but he took the side of the colonists during the late years
               of the period of misrule known as España Boba (Stupid Spain). In addition to the offices of lieutenant-governor and prosecutor,
               he was the first rector of the university in Santo Domingo when it reopened in 1815.
               He was also a journalist, founding one of the first periodicals in the country, El Duende (The Elf) in 1821. In terms of literature, he is best known as the author of Aesopian fables in verse, which he employed to
               veil his criticism of Spanish authority, and as a poet, his most famous work being
               an ode entitled “A los vencedores de Palo Hincado” (To the Victors of [the Battle of] Palo Hincado). Núñez released his declaration
               of independence, in which he detailed the errors of Spanish colonial policy, on 1
               December 1821. His pro-independence group mounted an assault against the fort in Santo
               Domingo, forcing the Spanish governor to recognize a provisional Dominican government,
               with Núñez as governor.
            

            
            As a supporter of Simón Bolívar, Núñez sought admission for the new country into the
               Liberator’s Republic of Gran Colombia, and he adopted the Colombian flag in anticipation
               of the union. Instead, military forces from Haiti under the command of Jean-Pierre Boyer invaded and occupied the Dominican side of the island, ending its independence after
               two months. On 9 February 1822, Núñez surrendered Santo Domingo to Boyer, who then abolished slavery, and consolidated the island under Haitian rule until 1844. Boyer forced Núñez into
               exile in August 1822, on suspicion that he was plotting an uprising, and he spent the rest
               of his life involved in politics first in Venezuela and then in Mexico, where he died
               on 11 September 1846. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
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         	OPERATION POWER PACK

         
         	
            The code name for the invasion and subsequent military invasion and occupation of Santo Domingo by the United States from 28 April 1965 until 1 July 1966, which ended the Constitutionalist Revolt. While the Organization of American States (OAS) supported the operation, the impetus for the intervention came from U.S. president
               Lyndon B. Johnson, and the overwhelming majority of those committed were U.S. Army
               and Marine Corps forces, involving 41,000 troops at its height, more than were deployed
               in Vietnam at the time. 
            

            
            In December 1963, Johnson recognized the Triumvirate  government, which the military had installed after deposing Juan Bosch the previous September, in a coup led by General Elías Wessin y Wessin. The Constitutionalist Revolt, ignited by dissident members of the military, overthrew
               the Triumvirate on 24 April 1965, with rebel military forces under Francisco Caamaño Deño seizing the National Palace on 25 April and arresting its members. The rebels armed their civilian supporters
               in the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) and the June 14th Movement (1J4), who succeeded in repulsing an assault on Santo Domingo by Wessin’s tank corps
               on 27 April. With the situation deteriorating on 28 April, Johnson discussed the options
               with his top advisor for Latin American, Thomas Mann, and ordered him to arrange for
               former president Joaquín Balaguer to return to power. Johnson ordered U.S. forces to come to the aid of Wessin’s disintegrating
               forces, known as the Loyalists, with an initial deployment of 400 troops. They landed
               at San Isidro Air Force Base and at a landing zone set up at the Embajador Hotel, initiating a commitment that
               swelled to more than 15,000 within a few days. These forces of the Marine Corps and
               the Army 101st Airborne Division established an International Security Zone around
               the U.S. embassy in the heart of Santo Domingo; by fortifying a line linking it with
               the hotel and the air base, they isolated the Constitutionalists inside the Colonial Zone and a few adjacent neighborhoods. The Loyalists established a governing junta under
               Antonio Imbert Barrera, one of the two surviving assassins of the dictator   Rafael Trujillo. Responding to U.S. requests, the OAS created the Inter-American Armed Force, later
               renamed the Inter-American Peace Force (IAPF), on 6 May, which committed troops from
               six countries (five of them dictatorships): Brazil (1,130 men), Honduras (250), Paraguay (184), Nicaragua (160), El Salvador
               (3), and the lone democracy, Costa Rica (21). The bulk of Operation Power Pack fell
               to U.S. forces, however, beginning with the fighting, to which they brought massive
               firepower to bear against the desultory sniping of the opposition, resulting in heavy
               damage to the inner city. The subsequent tasks of cordoning the Constitutionalist
               area, which necessitated checkpoints and even sewer patrols to prevent the introduction
               of munitions, were carried out by U.S. troops, as were the efforts to win the “hearts
               and minds” of the population through psychological warfare and aid programs. More
               than 3,000 Dominicans died in the war, most of them before the invasion began, and
               27 U.S. marines and paratroopers were killed in action. The United States pressured
               the Constitutionalist and Loyalist sides into accepting an agreement making Héctor García Godoy interim president, paving the way for an election pitting Bosch against former Joaquín Balaguer in June 1966. Balaguer won, as intended by Johnson, and as Operation Power Pack was
               designed to accomplish.
            

         

         
         	ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)

         
         	
            A hemispheric security and consultative body that came into being at the Rio de Janeiro
               Conference in 1947, with the Dominican Republic as a charter member. The OAS grew
               out of the Pan American Union, formed in 1890, with headquarters in Washington, D.C.,
               but offered wider latitude for collectively sanctioning member states for transgressions
               against other members. For that purpose, the OAS had an investigative function, as
               well. The dictator Rafael Trujillo called for an OAS inquiry into the exile invasion attempt at Luperón in 1949. The first sanctions imposed by the OAS were leveled at the Trujillo regime
               in 1960, after its investigation found the Dominican Republic responsible for a car-bomb
               assassination attempt against Rómulo Betancourt of Venezuela in June of that year.
               The sanctions placed an embargo on petroleum and helped to isolate the Trujillo dictatorship.
               The OAS authorized Operation Power Pack in 1965, with the creation of the Inter-American Peace Force (IAPF), including troops
               from Brazil, Honduras, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and El Salvador.
            

         

         
         	ORTEA, VIRGINIA ELENA (1866–1903)

         
         	
            A pioneering feminist, novelist, author of short stories, and composer, she wrote
               in the style of costumbrismo, publishing under the pen name Elena Kennedy. Her novel Mi Hermana Catalina (My Sister Catalina) appeared in 1897, and her collection of short stories Risas and lágrimas (Laughter and Tears) followed in 1903. Her zarzuela (operetta) entitled Las feministas  (The Feminists) was first staged at the Club Recreativo de (Recreational Club of)
               Puerto Plata in 1902.
            

         

         
         	OVANDO Y CÁCERES, NICOLÁS DE (1460–1518)

         
         	
            As colonial governor of Hispaniola from 1502 to 1509, he carried out the brutal suppression of Taíno revolts against Spanish rule. Ovando, from a noble family in Spain’s Extremadura region, rose in military service to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabela,
               who appointed him to be the third governor of their New World colonies in 1501, replacing
               Francisco de Bobadilla. He commanded a fleet of 30 ships that sailed to Santo Domingo in February 1502, finding there an upheaval caused by the native people’s rebellion.
               Ovando dispatched Juan de Esquivel to put down the uprising led by the cacique   Cotubanamá in the eastern region of Higüey, among other expeditions that snuffed out the unrest. He also ordered the arrest
               and execution of the cacique Anacaona of Jaragua, also in 1502. Thereafter, Ovando pushed gold mining and sugar cultivation, further reducing the Taíno population. When he was recalled to Spain
               in 1509, Diego Columbus took his place as governor. Ovando died in Madrid in 1513.
            

         

         
         	OVIEDO Y VALDÉS, GONZALO FERNÁNDEZ DE (1478–1557)

         
         	
            Spanish colonizer and author of The General and Natural History of the Indies (1526), one of the best primary sources on the conquest of Hispaniola. Born to a noble family in Asturia, at age 13 he became a page to King Ferdinand
               and Queen Isabela’s son Juan. He served as supervisor of gold smelting operations
               in Santo Domingo from 1514 to 1523, when he returned to Spain. He wrote the first work of fiction composed in the New World during that stay, Libro muy esforzado e invencible caballero Don Claribalte (The Book of the Striving and Invincible Knight Don Claribalte), published in Spain
               in 1519. He finished his History in 1526, a summary of which was widely read, though most of it remained unpublished
               until the 19th century. It included the first mentions in print of hammocks, tobacco, and pineapples. Appointed as historian of the Indies colonies, he made five more
               voyages to the New World before dying in Valladolid in 1557.
            

         

         
         	OVIEDO, LAGUNA DE

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	OZAMA, FORTALEZA

         
         	
            The oldest European military construction in the New World, built 1502–1505 in Santo Domingo to guard the entrance to the Ozama River from a bluff on its western bank. The centerpiece of the fortress is the Torre del Homenaje, the Tower of Homage, of medieval architectural design, which has withstood many hurricanes with its thick walls made of tufa, a kind of limestone. The fortification has often
               been at the center of political and military intrigues and transitions. Rallies in
               support of United States annexation took place there in 1870. The Fortaleza Ozama garrison took part in the
               Revolution of 1930 that brought Rafael Trujillo to power. The Trujillo regime modernized and expanded the fort and used the dungeon
               beneath the Torre del Homenaje as a prison for political opponents, which it remained
               until the dictator’s death in 1961. Subsequently, the fortress was restored and opened
               to the public, becoming an anchor of the Zona Colonial, a UNESCO World Heritage site, and a tourism attraction.
            

         

         
         	OZAMA RIVER

         
         	
            The capital city of Santo Domingo is located at the mouth of the Ozama River, which is 148 km (92 mi.) long and drains a watershed of approximately 2,685 sq.
               km (1,036 sq. mi.). The source of the Ozama is in the Sierra de Yamasa at Loma Siete
               Cabezas, and it is fed by the tributaries of the Isabela, Sabita, and Yabacoa Rivers.
               Bartholomew Columbus initially established the city of Santo Domingo on the east bank of the Ozama in
               1496, and then relocated it to the west bank after a hurricane destroyed it in 1502. It grew to be a metropolis of nearly four million people in
               the early 21st century, with densely populated neighborhoods extending far inland
               on both sides of the Ozama. The river is now very polluted, constantly choked with
               drifts of water hyacinth that collect trash as they float from upstream into the Caribbean
               Sea, depositing filth along the capital’s coast.
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         	PACHECO, “JOHNNY” (1935– )

         
         	
            A bandleader, composer, and producer, he is credited with coining the term “salsa.”
               Pacheco became internationally famous in the 1960s for introducing the popular pachanga   dance, and maintained his stardom by playing the music of Cuba, especially son and cha-cha, A multi-instrumentalist on percussion, flute, and saxophone, he founded
               the star-studded band called the Fania All-Stars. He was born as Juan Azarías Pacheco
               Kiniping in Santiago and moved to New York at the age of 11, where he attended the Juilliard School of Music. He formed his
               first band, Pacheco y Su Charanga, in 1960, launching the pachanga dance craze in Latin America with their first album. In 1963, he established the
               Fania music label to promote his new salsa rhythm. In 1968, he created the Fania All-Stars,
               with Tito Puente and Celia Cruz from Cuba and singer Rubén Blades from Panama. Pacheco
               received Grammy nominations nine times, though without winning a Grammy, and had 10
               gold records. 
            

         

         
         	PACT FOR DEMOCRACY

         
         	
            The name given to the political agreement concluded in August 1994 that shortened
               Joaquín Balaguer’s last term in office as president. The pact followed the fraudulent election of May of that year, which had denied
               José Francisco Peña Gómez the presidency and provoked a national and international outcry against Balaguer’s
               regime. Under its provisions, a new election was set for 1996, with Balaguer barred
               from candidacy. Leonel Fernández won the new poll.
            

         

         
         	PALMA SOLA

         
         	
            Massacre of followers of Mateo Olivorio, known as “Papá Liborio,” that the Dominican military carried out on 28 December 1962.
            

         

         
         	PALO HINCADO, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            First major battle of the war fought by Spain to reclaim the colony of Santo Domingo from France, known as the Spanish Reconquest, which took place in El Seibo on 7 November 1808. General Juan Ramírez Sánchez led an army of 1,700 Dominican regulars and militia and 300 troops from Puerto Rico to victory
               over 600 French troops commanded by Jean-Louis Ferrand.
            

         

         
         	PAN AMERICAN GAMES

         
         	
            Held in Santo Domingo, 1–17 August 2003. The 14th meeting of the Western Hemisphere’s version of the Olympic
               Games attracted 5,223 athletes from 42 countries, who participated in 338 events in
               35 different sports. The main venues were the Centro Olímpico Juan Pablo Duarte, originally built to host the 1974 Central American and Caribbean Games, and the
               Parque del Este in the Mirador section of the capital. At the opening ceremony, attended
               by some 48,000 people, baseball pitchers Juan Marichal and Pedro Martínez carried the traditional Olympic-style torch for the last lap around the stadium and
               lit the flame. Dominican runner Félix Sánchez broke the Pan American Games record
               in the 400-meter race.
            

         

         
         	PANÉ, FRAY RAMÓN

         
         	
            An important but little-known figure, he was the first missionary and the first author
               in the New World. Pané accompanied Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in 1493 and then went to live with the Taíno people, becoming the first nonnative person to learn and translate their language.
               He wrote the first book in the Americas, An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians. He made the first Christian converts among the native people, who quickly became
               the first martyrs as they fell victim to the conflict between the aggressive Spanish
               and the resistant Taíno. Brother Ramón was from Catalonia, a member of the Order of
               St. Jerome, who heard Columbus report on his first voyage to King Ferdinand and Queen
               Isabela in Barcelona in 1493, and joined the large expedition that returned to Hispaniola that year. Columbus ordered Pané to gather information about the local people, among
               whom he lived from 1494 to 1497. He learned the dialects of two different chiefdoms
               and compiled notes on their religious beliefs and cultural practices. He wrote his
               book in 1498. Among many things, it describes the creation myth of how people emerged
               from the Jagua cave, the many different gods called zemis, and the fate of Guaticava/Juan Mateo and his family, who were the first Taínos to be baptized and the first to be martyred.
               His manuscript was transcribed by Fernando Columbus, the admiral’s son, and became
               an important source in the work of Bartolomé  de las Casas and Peter Martyr d’Anghiera.
            

         

         
         	PANTEÓN DE LA PATRIA

         
         	
            The Pantheon of the Fatherland is a mausoleum for individuals considered to be national
               heroes. It is located in the former church of the Roman Catholic Jesuit Order, built 1714–1746, in Santo Domingo. After the Society of Jesus was expelled from the colonies of Spain in 1767, the large building was used for a variety of secular purposes over the years:
               a tobacco warehouse, theater, school, and government offices. The dictator Rafael Trujillo ordered the structure to be restored in 1956 as part of his efforts to attract tourism to the refurbished Zona Colonial, the oldest area of the capital, along with the restoration of the nearby Alcázar de Colón. The rededication of the soaring sanctuary space as a mausoleum for the remains of
               highly regarded historical figures also suited Trujillo’s policy of promoting Dominican
               nationalism. Among the dozens of people interred there are José Núñez de Cáceres, leader of the movement for independence from Spain, many members of the Trinitaria organization (Antonio Duvergé, Juan Alejandro Acosta, Juan Nepomuceno Ravelo, Félix María Ruiz, and Juan Isidro Pérez), and others associated with Dominican independence from Haiti, such as Concepción Bona and María Trinidad Sánchez, who are credited with sewing the first national flag. Many presidents are interred in the Pantheon, beginning with Pedro Santana, including several leaders of the Restoration War against Spain, most notably Gregorio Luperón but also Ulises Francisco Espaillat, José María Cabral, Benito Monción, José Antonio Salcedo, and Gaspar Polanco. There are military leaders going back to Juan Sánchez Ramírez, hero of the War of the Spanish Reconquest, through Santiago Rodríguez, credited with starting the Restoration War, up to Francisco Caamaño Deño, leader of the Constitutional Revolt, who led a failed uprising against Joaquín Balaguer. Also included are the philanthropist priest Francisco Gregorio Billini, the authors Francisco Pedro Bonó and Américo Lugo, the poets Salomé Ureña de Henríquez and José Joaquín Pérez, the educator Eugenio María de Hostos, and other patriots, such as the composer and lyricist of the national anthem, José Reyes and Emilio Prud’Homme.
            

         

         
         	PAPÁ LIBORIO

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

         
         	PARSLEY MASSACRE

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO DE LA LIBERACIÓN DOMINICANA (PLD)

         
         	
            One of two major political parties in the Dominican Republic as of 2015. It was founded by Juan Bosch in 1973 as a left-wing organization, but its first president, Leonel Fernández, was not elected until 1996, by which time the party had moved to the center of the
               political spectrum. Bosch broke away from the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), which he had cofounded while in exile from the Rafael Trujillo regime, when it resisted his attempts to reform it in response to the repression
               of the Joaquín Balaguer government during the Twelve Years’ period, 1966–1978. Bosch ran for president as the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) candidate in 1978 and 1982, losing both times to the PRD candidate, and in 1986,
               1990, and 1994, losing all three times to Balaguer. The 1990 election was widely seen
               as having been stolen from him; he finished third in the even more notoriously tainted
               election of 1994, which resulted in the Pact for Democracy and a special election without Balaguer in 1996. That year, he allowed the PLD to
               join with the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) of his longtime enemy Balaguer to prevent the PRD from winning the special
               election, allowing Fernández to gain the victory. Fernández, known popularly as “Leonel,”
               consolidated the dominant position of the PLD over the course of three presidential
               administrations. Prevented by the Constitution from running for reelection in 2000, when the PLD candidate Danilo Medina lost to PRD nominee Hipólito  Mejía, Fernández returned to the presidency in 2004 and was reelected in 2008, the constitution having been changed. The relative success of the three Fernández governments could
               be seen in a strengthened economy, with the PLD espousing free trade and encouraging zona franca (free trade zone) development; improved electric production, with the privatization of key parts
               of the dysfunctional energy system; achievements in foreign policy and international diplomacy, featuring amicable relations with nations of contrasting
               ideologies, such as Cuba and the United States; and enhanced transportation infrastructure, including highway projects, a national bus system, and Fernández’s
               hallmark, the construction in Santo Domingo of the first subway system in the Caribbean. His influence continues in the administration
               of Medina, who defeated Mejía in an election rematch in 2012. His wife, Margarita
               Cedeño de Fernández, is Medina’s vice president.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO DOMINICANO (PD)

         
         	
            The Dominican Party was an all-powerful political party established in 1931 by Rafael Trujillo that served as an important tool for him in consolidating and maintaining his dictatorship until 1961. During those three decades, the Dominican Republic was a single-party
               state, with membership in the PD a prerequisite for individual success in all walks
               of life, to the point that being a PD member was equated with being a Dominican citizen,
               with full civil rights denied to nonmembers. Approximately half the Dominican population
               belonged to the organization, with a PD membership card being necessary to obtain
               employment and gain access to a wide range of public services. The indispensable membership
               card was nicknamed a palmita (little palm), for the party’s symbol, the palm tree. The PD controlled government
               employment, which burgeoned during the Trujillo regime, as 17 new federal ministries
               came into existence in its first decade, as well as higher education, with the number
               of college graduates tripling within 20 years. In addition, the PD distributed government
               charity in the name of Trujillo and organized the large public gatherings in support
               of the dictator called “civic reviews” and celebrations for the increasing number
               of government holidays and political rituals. The PD developed a hierarchy of paid
               positions independent of the civil service, including the office of inspector. Inspectors
               had the responsibility and authority to report on government employees, often doing
               so publicly in the media, especially the newspaper El Caribe, ruining the reputations and careers of the people they accused, who would lose their
               party memberships and their livelihoods. In this way, the PD, whose leaders and inspectors
               enjoyed special access to Trujillo, became a kind of shadow government, strengthening
               the dictator’s control, with even the highest-ranking government functionaries living
               in fear of public denunciation. Known briefly as the Partido Trujillista (Trujillo
               Party) in the early 1940s, the party collected 10 percent of its members’ salaries
               in dues and mandated that each member submit a signed, undated letter of resignation
               that could be invoked if the person was denounced by an inspector or fell into disfavor
               with the dictator for any reason. The party permitted women to join in 1940 and created a Rama Feminina (Women’s Wing), but while women were often
               publicly denounced, they held little power within the organization. Trujillo permitted
               opposition parties to form briefly in 1946, called the “interlude of tolerance,” and
               again in 1960, as the regime was in its last phase and under international pressure,
               but these moments were exceptions to the repressive rule of the PD. The party dissolved
               soon after Trujillo’s assassination in May 1961.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO QUISQUEYANO DEMÓCRATA (PQD)

         
         	
            A political party founded and led throughout its existence by General Elías Wessin y Wessin. He created the PQD in 1968 while in exile; after repatriating in 1969, he ran for president as its candidate in a loss to Joaquín Balaguer in the 1970 election. In 1974, the PQD joined a five-party coalition led by the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano, which named Wessin, back in exile after a 1971 coup attempt, as its vice-presidential
               candidate. The PQD supported Balaguer in his return to office in 1986, with Wessin
               campaigning for him and then resuming his role as head of the military in the Balaguer
               government. Renamed the Partido Quisqueyano Demócrata Cristiano, it became a minor
               party in subsequent electoral contests until 2009; when Wessin died, and it ceased
               to function.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO REFORMISTA (PR)

         
         	
            The Reformist Party was a political party formed by Joaquín Balaguer in July 1963. Under its banner, with its symbol of a cockfighting rooster, he won the 1966 presidential election and then gained reelection in tainted
               electoral contests in 1970 and 1974, during the period known as Balaguer’s Twelve Years. Facing international pressure, Balaguer allowed the 1978 election to proceed without
               manipulating the vote as the PR had previously done, resulting in victory for the
               Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). The PRD won again in 1978, but in 1986, Balaguer made a comeback. His PR merged
               with several splinter parties, including the Partido Revolucionario Social Cristiano (PRSC), to form the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) which narrowly won the election.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO REFORMISTA SOCIAL CRISTIANO (PRSC)

         
         	
            The Social Christian Reformist Party was a coalition of political parties formed by Joaquín Balaguer in 1986, when he was reelected president after an eight-year absence from office, defeating Jacobo Majluta, the candidate of the incumbent Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). The main partner in the PRSC coalition was the Partido Reformista (PR), which Balaguer had founded in 1963, and had been the party in power from 1966
               until 1978, known as Balaguer’s Twelve Years. The other partners were splinter groups, most recognizable among them being the
               Partido Revolucionario Social Cristiano (PRSC), which also had the acronym of PRSC. Balaguer won again on the PRSC ticket
               in the presidential elections of 1990 and 1994, but the latter poll was so obviously
               fraudulent, he was forced to hold a special election in 1996, and not take part himself,
               in an agreement called the Pact for Democracy. That year, Balaguer threw the support of the PRSC to Leonel Fernández of the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD), allowing the party founded by his old nemesis, Juan Bosch, to win, and denying the presidency to the PRD candidate, José Francisco Peña Gómez. The PRSC declined rapidly after Balaguer died in 2002, and did not nominate a candidate
               for president in 2012, instead joining the triumphant PLD in that year’s election.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO DOMINICANO (PRD)

         
         	
            Dominican Revolutionary Party. A leftist political party that appeals to the working class and to Dominicans of color, the Partido Revolucionario
               Dominicano has played a major role in national politics since the 1960s. Exiles from the Rafael Trujillo regime founded the PRD in 1939 in Havana, Cuba. Led by Juan Bosch, the party established branches in New York, Mexico City, Caracas, Curaçao, and Aruba during the 1940s. The PRD supported the
               failed exile invasion attempts at Luperón in 1949 and on 14 June 1959, at Constanza, Estero Hondo,  and Maimón. After Trujillo’s assassination in May 1961, the PRD was the first opposition group
               to establish a headquarters in the Dominican Republic, in July 1961 on Calle El Conde. Bosch returned from exile later that year, was elected president on the PRD ticket
               in the election of 1962, and inaugurated in February 1963, only to be deposed in a
               coup seven months later and sent into exile. The Constitutionalist Revolt of April 1965 aimed to restore Bosch and the PRD to power, but a prompt U.S. invasion
               prevented his return from exile in Puerto Rico. Bosch came back to run for president
               as the PRD candidate again, despite death threats, in 1966, and was defeated by Joaquín Balaguer in an election that U.S. forces orchestrated in order to end their yearlong occupation
               of the capital city.
            

            
            The Revolutionary Party abstained from the tainted re-election of Balaguer in 1970,
               then in 1973 split with Bosch, who formed the rival Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD). The new leader of the PRD was José Francisco Peña Gómez, who allied with Bosch’s PLD in a coalition, but intimidation forced the withdrawal
               of the combined parties’ candidate, Antonio Guzmán Fernández, one day before the 1974 election, which Balaguer then won in a landslide. Guzmán
               and the PRD prevailed in the 1978 election due to international pressure on Balaguer
               to allow the votes to be counted accurately, but his administration was plagued with
               problems, and Guzmán committed suicide in July 1982. Salvador Jorge Blanco won the election that year, extending PRD governance, but his administration became
               mired in corruption, and Blanco left office in disgrace. He was later convicted on corruption charges
               but acquitted upon appeal. Balaguer returned to power with the election of 1986, defeating
               PRD candidate Jacobo Majluta, then Peña Gomez ran against the incumbent himself in a split election in 1990, coming
               in third behind Balaguer of the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) and Bosch of the PLD. Running as the candidate of a unified opposition in
               1994, Peña Gomez lost again in a poll widely regarded as fraudulent. Under the Pact for Democracy, Balaguer agreed to hold a special election in 1996, but the PRD under Peña Gomez
               missed out again, this time due to a coalition of the PLD and PRSC in support of Leonel Férnandez. The PRD reclaimed the presidency in 2000, electing Hipólito Mejía on a ticket with Juan Bosch’s niece Milagros Ortíz Bosch as vice president. Mejía
               was voted out after one difficult term, with Férnandez returning to office for two
               consecutive terms. Mejía ran again in 2012 as the PRD nominee, losing a close election
               to the incumbent vice president, Danilo Medina. After that loss, which came despite high hopes for ending PLD domination, the PRD
               splintered between rival leaders, as it often has, in this case with Mejía trying
               to remain party leader despite calls for new leadership.
            

         

         
         	PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO SOCIAL CRISTIANO (PRSC)

         
         	
            The Social Christian Revolutionary Party was a political party formed in 1962, one of 29 parties that took part in the election held in December
               of that year, when Juan Bosch of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) was elected president. The PRSC remained a splinter party until 1986, when it merged with the Partido Reformista (PR), led by Joaquín Balaguer, and several other small parties to form the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC). Both the Social Christian Revolutionary Party and the new Social Christian
               Reformist Party had the acronym PRSC. The PRSC coalition won the election, returning
               Balaguer to power after eight years of PRD leadership.
            

         

         
         	PEACE OF BASEL

         
         	
            Treaty concluded between the Kingdom of Spain and the Republic of France on 22 July 1795, ending the War of the Pyrenees. As one of the provisions of the
               treaty, the Spanish portion of Hispaniola was ceded to France. The ongoing War of the First Coalition prevented France from
               taking possession, but Toussaint Louverture finally did so in 1800. Spain regained control in the Spanish Reconquest in 1809, commencing the period of misrule known as España Boba. That lasted until 1821, when the Dominican Republic achieved a brief period of independence from Spain before being invaded by Haiti.
            

         

         
         	PEDERNALES

         
         	
            A sparsely populated province in the southwest corner of the country, with an area of more than 2,000 sq. km (772
               sq. mi.) and only about 52,000 people. Half of them live in the capital city, also
               named Pedernales, which is located at the mouth of the Pedernales River, which separates the province from Haiti and is named for a kind of yellow-colored rock found in its streambed. Arid and mountainous,
               Pedernales Province borders Independencia Province to the north, along the mountains of the Sierra de Bahoruco, which have been declared a national park. It adjoins Barahona Province to the east and occupies most of the Barahona Peninsula, most of it being
               the large Pedernales Coastal Plain, with its tip at Cabo Beata (Cape Blessed), the
               southernmost point on the island of Hispaniola. The province also includes the islands called Isla Beata (Blessed Island) and Isla
               Alto Velo (High Veil Island), which are included in Jaragua National Park, which also features the Laguna de Oviedo, the second-largest lake in the country, behind Lago Enriquillo. With such forbidding terrain, the Pedernales region attracted maroons, but the border town of Pedernales did not take shape until 1927, and it did not
               become a province until 1957. The economy includes limestone mining, fishing, and agriculture.
            

         

         
         	PEGUERO, LUIS JOSEPH (?–1792)

         
         	
            Poet, historian, and author of the first book written in the Dominican vernacular
               form of Spanish, the Historia de la Conquista, de la Isla España de Santo Domingo: Trasumptada el Año
                  de 1762 (History of the Conquest of the Spanish Island of Santo Domingo: Translated in the Year 1762). Peguero founded the city of Baní, where he was a rancher. His Historia purports to be a translation of Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas’s General History of the Deeds of the Castilians in the Islands and Mainland of the
                  Ocean Sea (1601–1615), but his account differs significantly from it, as well as from the much earlier
               history left by Bartolomé de las Casas, in recounting events such as the demise of the Taíno resistance figures  Anacaona, Cotubanamá, and Enriquillo. It also includes long sections from his own imagination, such as an extended dialogue
               between Christopher Columbus and Francis Drake. 
            

         

         
         	PEÑA GOMEZ, JOSÉ FRANCISCO (1937–1998)

         
         	
            The leader of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), he was among the most influential politicians between the fall of Rafael Trujillo in 1961 and the end of Joaquín Balaguer’s time in office in 1996. He was born in Mao on 6 March 1937 to parents of Haitian
               ethnicity, eight months before the Haitian Massacre. He was left behind when his parents fled and was taken in by a peasant family, adopting
               their name. He pursued his education in the early 1960s in San José, Costa Rica, and
               San Juan, Puerto Rico, as well as in the United States at Harvard University and Michigan State University, and later received degrees at
               the Universid ad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) and in France at the Sorbonne. He became a radio personality on Radio Santo Domingo, gaining political prominence in 1964, after a military coup against Juan Bosch, which brought to power the junta called the Triumvirate. Peña Gómez’s criticism of the regime gained a wide audience, especially among the
               followers of the PRD. When the Constitutionalist Revolt broke out in late April 1965, Peña Gómez became the voice of the uprising, which
               failed because of the U.S. invasion called Operation Power   Pack, which ended with the election of Balaguer as president over Bosch, commencing a period of authoritarian rule known as the Twelve Years. Peña Gómez was forced into exile, but his support within the PRD continued to grow until he rivaled Bosch as party
               leader by 1970. That year’s election was preceded by a dirty war targeting leftists,
               prompting the PRD to boycott it. Bosch subsequently fell out with Peña Gómez and then
               split to form the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD) in 1973. Peña Gómez became the head of the PRD and was likely to run against
               Balaguer in 1974, but both the PLD and PRD boycotted that year’s tainted election.
               In 1978, the PRD, though led by Peña Gómez, nominated Antonio Guzmán as its candidate. When international pressure prevented Balaguer from interfering
               with the polling, Guzmán won the election, and the party prevailed again in 1982 with
               Salvador Jorge Blanco elected president. Peña Gómez, again denied the presidential nomination, was elected
               mayor of Santo Domingo. He became a critic of Jorge Blanco, whom he accused of graft.
               That split the PRD, which lost the 1986 election to Balaguer. Peña Gómez was initially
               nominated for president in 1990, but with the PRD still divided, he came in third,
               gaining only 23 percent of the vote. The campaign had been marred by race-baiting,
               and there was a suspiciously long vote count after the election, renewing suspicions
               of tampering. Balaguer narrowly defeated Bosch to retain the presidency. Peña Gómez’s
               election seemed assured in 1994, with the opposition to Balaguer united behind him,
               but massive fraud and intense violence during the campaign and on the day of the election
               itself prevented his victory, with approximately 200,000 PRD members removed from
               the lists of registered voters before the poll; even so, Peña Gómez fell short by
               fewer than 30,000 votes, which was not quite 2 percent of the total. A public furor
               ensued, which resulted in an agreement among the political parties called the Pact for Democracy. The deal called for a new election in 1996 that would exclude Balaguer. Peña Gómez
               nearly won that contest in the first round, falling just short of the 50 percent needed
               to win outright. But he lost the second round to the PLD’s Leonel Fernández, to whom Balaguer had thrown his support, forsaking the candidate of his own Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC). Peña Gómez was running for mayor of Santo Domingo when he died of pancreatic
               cancer on 10 May 1998. The election, which he was expected to win easily, was scheduled
               for the following week. He was laid in state at the baseball stadium in the capital city, where enormous throngs came to honor him. Soon afterward,
               the Santo Domingo International Airport was rechristened in his honor. His widow,
               Peggy Cabral, carried on his political legacy by serving as co-president of the PRD.
            

         

         
         	PENSON, CÉSAR NICOLÁS (1855–1901)

         
         	
            A versatile intellectual, he was an author, publisher, poet, educator, and lawyer
               but is most famous for being considered the father of Dominican journalism. His best-known
               work is Cosas Añejas (Old Things), from 1891, a compilation of stories and legends about the country’s
               history. He was born in Santo Domingo and educated there at the Colegio San Luis, then moved to Puerto Plata in 1875, where he founded the first newspaper in the country, El Telegrama (The Telegram), and collaborated in the publication of several other periodicals.
               Returning to the capital, he was one of the cofounders of Listín Diario, the longest-lived and most widely circulated newspaper in the country, and contributed
               to the magazine Letras y Ciencias, among other publications. Penson began to practice law in 1892, becoming an official
               in the Ministry of Justice in the government of Ulises Heureaux. He also taught at the Escuela Normal de Señoritas (Young Ladies’ Normal School)
               founded by Salomé Ureña de Henríquez in Santo Domingo. He died in that city in 1901. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	PEPÍN, ERCILIA (1886–1939)

         
         	
            A child prodigy in the field of education, she was born to illiterate parents in Santiago and entered the Escuela Normal (School for Teachers) at the age of 10. At the age
               of 14, she was named director of a primary school; at 17, she became director of the
               Marilópez School for Girls; at 20, she opened her own academy, following the teachings
               of Eugenio María de Hostos in doing so; and at 22 years of age, she took the position of professor of mathematical
               sciences at the Escuela Superior de Señoritas de Santiago (Santiago High School for
               Young Ladies). Named to represent the country at the Panamerican Women’s Conference in Baltimore in 1922, she declined to go in protest of the marine occupation by the United States. Pepín was involved in an assassination plot against Rafael Trujillo in 1932, which led to the death of her co-conspirator and colleague at the Escuela
               Superior, Andrés Peroza, and his two brothers. Even so, she was not implicated and,
               in fact, continued in the good graces of the dictatorship, which awarded her the nation’s highest honor, the Order of Juan Pablo Duarte, prior to her death in 1939.
            

         

         
         	PERAVIA

         
         	
            A province on the south coast between the provinces of Azua to the west, along the Ocoa River, and San Cristóbal to the east, along the Nizao River, with San José de Ocoa bordering it to the north. Its territory occupies nearly 800 sq. km (305 sq. mi.)
               and it has a population of more than 217,000, more than 145,000 of them living in
               the capital city of Baní, which was founded in 1764. Rafael Trujillo created the province in 1944 and named it for his father, José Trujillo Valdez; the
               name was changed to Peravia in 1961, after the dictator’s assassination. The economy is mainly composed of agriculture, with some industry and salt production, and the beginnings of tourism around Las Calderas Bay in the far western area of the province, which has attractive
               beaches and sand dunes.
            

         

         
         	PÉREZ, JOSÉ JOAQUÍN (1845–1900)

         
         	
            A nationalist poet, novelist, educator, and journalist, he is considered one of a
               trinity of great poets from the period, along with Gastón Fernando Deligne and the most famous Dominican poet of them all, Salomé Ureña de Henríquez. Pérez was one of the founders of the indigenismo genre of Dominican literature, which celebrated the history and culture of the native Taíno people. His collection Fantasías indígenas is one of the best examples of indigenismo. Published in 1877, it is a romantic vision of life among the indigenous people.
               He also published the novel Flor de Palma o la fugitiva de Borinquen (Palm Flower or the Fugitive of Borinquen [the Taíno word for Puerto Rico]), also
               in 1877. Born in Santo Domingo, he composed a patriotic sonnet opposing the annexation to Spain when he was 16 years old, which he dedicated to his mentor Fernando Arturo Meriño. He became involved with politics and was forced into exile from 1868 to 1874 while Buenaventura Báez was in power. After repatriating, he served as a representative to the National Assembly
               and in a variety of appointed positions, including as minister of public instruction
               during the administration of Francisco Gregorio Billini. He helped to establish a system of normal schools in the country, an effort guided
               by Eugenio María de Hostos. He collaborated on many newspapers and periodicals, including El Nacional (The National), Letras y Ciencias (Letters and Sciences), and El Porvenir (The Future). His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	PÉREZ, JUAN ISIDRO (1817–1868)

         
         	
            Founding member of the Trinitaria organization that plotted independence from Haiti. The conspirators, led by Juan Pablo Duarte, first met at Pérez’s house in Santo Domingo. In July 1844, he attempted to assassinate Pedro Santana after the latter seized power from the Trinitaria during the War of Dominican Independence. He was the uncle of Juan Isidro Jimenes, who was later president. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	PERICO RIPIAO

         
         	
            The oldest style of merengue played in the Dominican Republic, it is also called merengue típico (typical merengue) and merengue típico cibaeño, because it originated in the Cibao region in the mid-19th century. The name, which translates to “stripped parrot,”
               is said to have been the name of a popular bordello in Santiago. The original perico ripiao bands (conjuntos) included three or four players on guïra, guitar, and tambora drum, and then added the accordion after that instrument arrived
               with European immigrants later in the 19th century. The saxophone joined the ensemble
               in the 20th century, bringing the number of band members to five. Ñico Lora is the best-known artist from the period of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
               Domingo García “Tatico” Hernández is considered to be the father of modern perico ripiao. The most popular performer of the genre may be the accordionist Pereira González
               Alvarado, known as “El Ciego de Nagua” (The Blind Man of Nagua). Like bachata, perico ripiao experienced a resurgence in the 1990s, partly through the work of Juan Luis Guerra, who recorded his successful 1994 album Fogaraté (a mountain herb) in the style.
            

         

         
         	PETIÓN GUZMÁN, RAFAEL (1894–1983)

         
         	
            Remembered as the “Merengue ambassador,” he formed the first Dominican orchestra in New York, playing at several famous venues in the 1930s and 1940s. He followed in the footsteps
               of Eduardo Brito, the first international performing artist from the country. He was educated at the
               Julliard School in New York, becoming one of the first Dominican   Americans of international repute.
            

         

         
         	PEYNADO, FRANCISCO (1878–1940)

         
         	
            He negotiated the Hughes–Peynado Agreement in 1922, which led to the end of the marine occupation by the United States in 1924. Peynado, a lawyer from Santo Domingo, became active in politics just before the marine occupation of the country began
               in 1916. He lost the 1924 election for president to Horacio Vásquez.
            

         

         
         	PEYNADO, JACINTO (1878–1940)

         
         	
            President in name only under the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo from 1938 until his death two years later. He held several posts during Trujillo’s
               first term as president and then served as vice president during his second term,
               1934–1938, before attaining the puppet presidency, with Trujillo remaining head of
               the military. Peynado’s subservience to the dictator was manifest in countless ways, most obviously
               in the large neon sign that he erected on the roof of his own house, which read “Dios
               y Trujillo” (God and Trujillo).
            

         

         
         	PICO DUARTE

         
         	
            The tallest mountain in the Caribbean, at 3,098 m (10,164 ft.), it is located in the Cordillera Central,
               only 85 km (53 mi.) from Lago Enriquillo, the lowest point in the Caribbean. The first recorded ascent of the peak was in
               1851, by British consul Robert Hermann Schomburgk, who called it Monte Tina. It was
               renamed Pico Trujillo during the Trujillo dictatorship, then after his fall, renamed for the main founding figure of the country, Juan Pablo Duarte. 
            

         

         
         	PIETER, HERIBERTO (1884–1972)

         
         	
            Doctor, professor, and philanthropist. He was born into an impoverished family in
               Santo Domingo, but worked his way through medical school there, graduating in 1906, and pursued
               further studies in Paris in 1910. He spent his career in medical practice at the Hospital
               Padre Billini and the military hospital, among other places, and taught medicine at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD). He established the Liga Dominicana contra el Cancér (Dominican League against
               Cancer) and founded the first cancer hospital in the country, the Instituto de Oncología
               Milagro de la Caridad (Miracle of Charity Institute of Oncology), which was later
               renamed for him.
            

         

         
         	PIMENTAL, PEDRO ANTONIO (1830–1874)

         
         	
            Military leader of the Restoration War who served as president from March to August 1865. A wealthy cattle rancher from Monte Cristi, Pimental became involved in the movement to end the annexation to Spain, and he spent time in prison for his activities in 1863. He escaped into exile in Haiti, but returned when the grito de Capotillo uprising took place on 16 August 1863. The day after, he and Benito Monción defeated the Spanish forces at the battle of Bruceta. Pimental went on to command
               the troops on the northwest line, served as governor of Santiago, and was the minister of war before being elected president in early 1865, under
               the provisions of a provisional constitution modeled on the liberal 1858 Constitution of Moca. While president, Pimental presided over the end of the war with Spain and pursued the prosecution of former president Gaspar Polanco. He tried to move the capital back to Santo Domingo in August 1865, but José María Cabral, a follower of Buenaventura  Báez, had taken power there. His support in the Cibao also waned, forcing him to resign and go into exile in Haiti once again, where he
               died in 1871.
            

         

         
         	PINA, PEDRO ALEJANDRINO (1820–1870)

         
         	
            A dramatist and disciple of Juan Pablo Duarte, he was a founding member of the Trinitaria movement for independence from Haiti. He was born in Santo Domingo, where he was studying law in 1838 when, at the age of 18, he joined the newly founded
               secret Trinitaria society. In order to communicate the organization’s political message
               discreetly, Pina produced plays with plots that mirrored the situation of the Dominicans
               under Haitian occupation, some of his own composition, staging some of them in the former Jesuit church that
               would later become the Panteón de la Patna. He narrowly escaped capture by the forces of Haitian president Jean Pierre Boyer in April 1842, when he was mustering nationalist support in Baní. In March 1843, he went into exile in Curaçao, together with Duarte and Juan Isidro Pérez. The three Trinitarians returned after the outbreak of the revolution at the El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844. Pina was the cousin of Concepción Bona, reputed to have sewn the flag of the Dominican Republic first raised there at that time. Pina was a member of the
               revolutionary junta that guided the subsequent war with Haiti. After independence,
               leading general Pedro Santana forced all the prominent Trinity members into exile, including Pina, who went to Venezuela.
               He remained there until 1848, when Manuel Jimenes, who succeeded Santana as president, extended an amnesty, and Pina became minister of war and marine in his administration.
               When Santana returned to power, Pina went back to Venezuela, where he remained until
               after the annexation by Spain in 1861, when he returned to join Francisco del Rosario Sánchez in the frontier region to foment the Restoration War. He soon fled back to Venezuela until 1865, when the Dominican Republic regained
               independence, and he repatriated to join the government of José María Cabral, serving in a number of offices. He joined Cabral in a revolt against Buenaventura Báez in 1869, in opposition to the plan to annex the country to the United States. Pina died in a skirmish with government troops near Las Matas de Farfán. 
            

         

         
         	PLANTAINS

         
         	
            One of the most important foods in the Dominican Republic, if not the most important,
               and a staple of Dominican cuisine. While rice and beans with meat are known as “la bandera,” the national flag, plantains are central to Dominican identity. While all bananas are in the genus Musa, the word “plantain” refers to a variety of cooking bananas. Easily cultivated and
               high in starch and carbohydrates, plantains can be prepared in any number of ways,
               for any meal. They are mashed into mongú at breakfast, fried twice to become tostones, often served with La Bandera, roasted, boiled—the list goes on. Popular belief holds that eating plantains gives
               one “banana power,” while a contrary theory is that too many of them makes you aplatanado (literally “plantained”), which means “stupid.”
            

         

         
         	PLAZA DE LA CULTURA

         
         	
            This large, park-like complex in the Gazcue district of Santo Domingo comprises several important cultural institutions: the Museo del Hombre Dominicano
               (Museum of Dominican Man), the Museo del Arte Moderno (Modern Art Museum), the Museo Nacional de Historia Natural (National Museum of Natural History),
               the Palacio de las Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts, the National Theater), and the
               Biblioteca Nacional (National Library). The land the plaza occupies was the personal
               property of the dictator   Rafael Trujillo until his assassination in 1961, after which it was nationalized. President Joaquín Balaguer developed the plaza as one of his public works projects in the 1970s. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	POLANCO, GASPAR (1816–1867)

         
         	
            A general in both the War of Dominican Independence and the Restoration War, and provisional president from October 1864 to January 1865. In the turbulent period following the Restoration,
               he sided with José María Cabral and died of a wound he sustained defending the latter’s government. His remains are
               in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	POLICE

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	POLITICAL PARTIES

         
         	
            Political organizations have gone through several stages in Dominican history. At
               the time of independence from Haiti in 1844, the first factions formed between those who supported the Trinitaria, the group who had triggered the rebellion, and the followers of  Pedro Santana, head of the military. For the rest of the 19th century, political parties clustered around the dominant
               caudillos, mainly Santana and Buenaventura Báez. Two parties formed in July 1857, during a revolution that removed Báez from office:
               the Partido Nacional Liberal (National Liberal Party), better known as the Blue Party
               or Los Azules (The Blues) and Los Rojos (The Reds) of the Red Party, which followed
               Báez. Los Rojos (The Reds) were more conservative in nature, having the support of
               the Roman Catholic Church, and supported Santana’s Constitution of 1854, which gave great powers to the president. With Báez as their model, Red
               leaders earned a reputation for enriching themselves personally at the expense of
               the people and the state. The Blues were more liberal in their policies, especially
               during the period when Gregorio Luperón headed them in the 1880s and supported the 1858 Constitution of Moca. While the Red Party mainly represented ranching and logging interests, the Blue
               Party predominately represented the merchants and tobacco growers of the Cibao. At the turn of the 20th century, the political parties aligned into the horacistas of Horacio Vásquez and the  jimenistas of Juan Isidro Jimenes. These political groups united against the U.S. Marine occupation. A single-party state existed under the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, during which the Partido Dominicano held tremendous sway. In 1946, Trujillo allowed an “interlude of tolerance” for other
               political parties to form and then clamped down on them mercilessly. The Partido Revolucionario Dominicana (PRD) was formed in exile to the regime, led by Juan Bosch. Chaos reigned after Trujillo’s May 1961 assassination, with the Unión Cívica Nacional emerging as the arbiter of reform. Joaquín Balaguer’s Partido Reformista, formed in 1963, was the vehicle of his return to the presidency in 1966, which later
               became the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC). Bosch broke from the PRD to form the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana (PLD), which became the party of Leonel Fernández. The Liberation Party and the Revolutionary Party together received more than 96
               percent of the vote in the parliamentary election of 2010, with nine parties splitting
               less than  3  percent. 
            

         

         
         	PONCE DE LEON, JUAN (1474–1521)

         
         	
            Conquistador famous for extending Spain’s New World empire to Puerto Rico and exploring Florida, who preceded these exploits
               with a prosperous career as the holder of an encomienda on Hispaniola. Ponce arrived there with Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in November 1493. Governor Nicolás de Ovando appointed him to be among the leaders of the 1502 expedition to put down the revolt
               led by Cotubanamá among the Taíno in the cacicazgo of Higüey  in the east. Distinguishing himself in that role, Ponce was appointed as governor
               of the Spanish colonial province created in the area, also called Higüey. Ponce founded
               the town of Salvaleón there in 1505, built a large stone house near the Yuma River, and became wealthy selling meat and produce to ships at the nearby mouth of the
               river, called Boca de Yuma. He left for Puerto Rico in 1508, went on to Florida, and
               died of the wounds he received in a fight with native people there.
            

         

         
         	PRD

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENT

         
         	
            The presidency was established in 1844 and first filled by the caudillo general Pedro Santana, who denied it to the central founding father figure of the Trinitaria, Juan Pablo Duarte. This origin of the office presaged its turbulent future, as the powers of “the president”
               would change dramatically over the years, as the constitution changed and dictatorships came and went, alternating with relatively powerless presidents during times of civil wars, revolutions, and/or chaos. The most admired presidents for their progressive, liberal
               impulses include Arturo Espaillat, Gregorio Luperón, Ramón Cáceres, and Juan Bosch. The most powerful were Santana, Buenaventura Báez, Ulises Heureaux, Rafael Trujillo, and Joaquín Balaguer. The most presidential president, in contemporary terms of a chief executive in a
               representative democracy, is Leonel Fernández.
            

         

         
         	PRESS

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	PRSC

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	PROVINCE

         
         	
            The Dominican Declaration of Independence of 1844 and its first constitution designated four provinces. There are now 31 provinces, in addition to the Distrito Nacional around the capital city of Santo Domingo. (See appendix B for a listing of the provinces.)
            

         

         
         	PRUD’HOMME, EMILIO (1856–1932)

         
         	
            A lawyer and briefly a legislator who is best known as the lyricist of the national anthem, “Quisqueyanos valientes” (Valiant Quisqueyans), with music composed in 1883 by José Reyes. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

         

         
         	PUELLO, GABINO (1816–1847)

         
         	
            The younger brother of José Joaquín Puello, he is said to have literally sung out the cry for independence at El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844. Pedro Santana executed the Puello brothers.
            

         

         
         	PUELLO, JOSÉ JOAQUÍN (1808–1847)

         
         	
            Military leader who changed alliances several times during the War of Dominican Independence, he his brother Gabino were accused of conspiracy by Pedro Santana, and executed. The Puello brothers, along with María Trinidad Sánchez, are among the best known of Santana’s victims. Born in Santo Domingo to parents of African ancestry, he served in the armed forces of Haiti during the occupation of the Dominican Republic led by Jean Pierre Boyer, rising to the rank of colonel. When the Trinitaria seized El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844, Puello allied with them, joining the junta that subsequently
               took control. He brought his troops, who were men of color, to the side of the independence
               movement, the leaders of which came mainly from the light-skinned elite. When Santana
               marched his army to the capital in July 1844 to prevent Juan Pablo Duarte from becoming president, Puello refused to defend the city, and instead switched his allegiance to Santana.
               Puello joined Antonio Duvergé to defeat a Haitian invasion at the battle of La Estrelleta on 17 September 1845,
               after which Santana appointed him to be his minister of the interior and police. Nonetheless,
               Puello continued to sympathize with the Trinitaria, whose leaders Santana had exiled, and he enjoyed popularity among soldiers of color,
               which posed a threat to Santana’s control of the army, most of whom were personally loyal to him. To eliminate the potential rivalry, Santana
               accused Puello and his brother Gabino of plotting his overthrow and ordered their
               arrest. After a tribunal condemned them, they were executed on 23 December 1847.
            

         

         
         	PUERTO PLATA

         
         	
            The shortened name of the city of San Felipe de Puerto Plata, which is the capital
               of a province of Puerto Plata, which means “silver port.” Situated in the northwest corner of the
               country, the population of the city is approximately 286,000, making it the seventh-largest
               city in the country, while that of the province is more than 470,000. The city is
               located on a shallow bay on the north coast, at the base of a mountain called Pico Isabel (793 m, 2,600 ft.). Puerto Plata Province, which has an area of
               1,856 sq. km (716 sq. mi.), lies between the mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional
               (Northern Range) and the Atlantic Ocean, and is bordered from the west to the east
               by the provinces of Monte Cristi, Valverde, Santiago, and Espaillat. The first settlement attempted by Spain was La Isabela, founded near Puerto Plata in 1493 by Christopher Columbus on his second voyage to Hispaniola. The city was founded in 1502 as San Felipe de Puerto Plata, and its main fortification was the Fortaleza San Felipe, which still stands at the entrance to the harbor. The
               English pirate John Hawkins sold 400 Africans into slavery there in 1563. In the 16th century, the area was home to buccaneers and monteros, who lived off the land beyond the control of the Spanish colonial authorities in
               Santo Domingo and engaged in illegal trade. Puerto Plata and its environs were subsequently depopulated and destroyed as part
               of the Devastations in 1606. It was quickly repopulated, remaining the major port on the north coast
               of the colony. The battle of Puerto Plata took place on 11 May 1800, during the Quasi
               War between the United States and France, when the USS Constitution under the command of Captain Silas Talbott raided Fortaleza San Felipe and captured
               two French vessels seeking refuge there. After the War of Dominican Independence, founding father Juan Pablo Duarte was imprisoned on the order of Pedro Santana at the fort, which was the only structure to survive when the city was razed by Spanish
               forces in 1863, during the Restoration War. Puerto Plata was rebuilt in Victorian style in the late 19th century, when two of
               the leading political figures of the era called it home: Gregorio Luperón and Ulises Heureaux. At that time, it was the principal port of the Cibao, particularly for the export of tobacco, and its prosperity was reflected in its architecture. The city went into decline in the first decades of the 20th century, but many Victorian
               buildings remain from the period, making it one of the more picturesque cities in
               the country. Fortaleza San Felipe was still used as a prison during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who jailed the husbands of the Mirabal sisters there. The women were kidnapped and murdered en route home from Puerto Plata after
               visiting them.
            

            
            Puerto Plata has produced some of the top performers in the history of Dominican music, most notably Eduardo Brito and Wilfrido Vargas. Tourism development has shaped both the city and province of Puerto Plata in recent decades.
               The resort developments called Playa Dorada and Costa Dorada (Golden Beach and Golden
               Coast) occupy wide swaths of the coastline east of the city, where many of the province’s
               100,000 hotel rooms are located. Luperón International Airport serves these destinations
               from its location between Puerto Plata and Sosua. In addition to tourism, the economy of the region includes agriculture, in particular sugar, cocoa, and coffee; amber   mining; rum distilling; and a zona franca (free trade zone). 
            

         

         
         	PUNTA CANA

         
         	
            The largest and most visited tourism area in the country and one of the most extensive tourist developments in the Caribbean
               region. Located on the eastern tip of the island of Hispaniola, the area of Punta Cana (which means “point of the cane palm tree”) has 64 km (40
               mi.) of white sand beaches. Virtually uninhabited in the 1970s, the coastal zone has
               grown to become a string of now more than 50 all-inclusive resorts, with a total of
               more than 28,000 hotel rooms. The local population has grown to an estimated 100,000
               people to provide labor for these establishments and other ancillary enterprises;
               the Hard Rock Café alone employs 3,000 of them. The Punta Cana International Airport,
               opened in 1984 and expanded in 2014, is the busiest airport in the country, receiving
               5.8 million arrivals annually, equal to about 60 percent of the nation’s aviation traffic, and the second-busiest airport in the Caribbean. 
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         	QUEZADA, MILLY (1955– )

         
         	
            Known as the “Queen of Merengue,” she was among the first female performing artists in the Dominican Republic and
               is the most successful among them all. Born in Santo Domingo with the name Milagros Quezada Borbón, she moved to New York with her family as a child. In the 1980s, she formed the band Milly y Los Vecinos
               (Milly and the Neighbors), who became popular in the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico,
               and the Hispanic communities of New York. As a bandleader, her popularity rivaled
               the leading male merengue stars of the day, such as Johnny Ventura and Wilfrido Vargas, clearing the path for subsequent female performers. In the 1990s, she moved to Puerto
               Rico and embarked on a solo career that has kept her in the limelight. She won her
               fifth Latin Grammy in 2012 with “Toma mi Vida” (Take My Life), a duet with Juan Luis Guerra. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

         

         
         	QUISQUEYA

         
         	
            Another name for the Dominican Republic, which is said to derive from the Taíno name for the eastern part of the island of Hispaniola, known to the native people as Haiti. Quisqueya is said to have meant something like “big country” or “large land” in the Taíno language. It has taken on a nationalist connotation, one that embraces the country’s
               pre-Columbian roots together with the Hispanic heritage that has been privileged during
               most of Dominican history. Dominicans often refer to themselves as Quisqueyanos, as
               in the 1883 national anthem “Quisqueyanos Valientes.” Poets such as Salomé Ureña de Henríquez and songwriters such as Juan Luis Guerra have frequently referred to Quisqueya and Quisqueyanos in their verses, using the
               terms interchangeably with Dominican Republic and Dominicans. The baseball stadium in Santo Domingo, largest in the country and formerly named for the dictator Rafael Trujillo during whose regime it was built, was renamed Estadio Quisqueya after his death.
               Washington Heights, Manhattan, home to the largest concentration of Dominican   Americans in the United States, is also known as “Quisqueya Heights.” 
            

         

         
         	QUISQUEYA HEIGHTS

         
         	
            See .
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         	RADIO

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	RAILROAD

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	RAMÍREZ, CIRIACO (1792–?)

         
         	
            One of the two main leaders of the War of the Spanish Reconquest, along with Juan Sánchez Ramírez. He was born in Cádiz, Spain, and came to the colony of Santo Domingo as a young man, residing in Azua. Ramírez led the Reconquest uprising in the south, centered at Azua, while Sánchez
               Ramírez led it in the west, where the battle of Palo Hincado took place. Ramírez is seen as representing the urban middle class, while Sánchez
               represented the rural ranching interests. The two combined their efforts against the
               French in an agreement called the Juntado Bondillo, in which they agreed to unite
               against General Jean-Louis Ferrand, recognize King Ferdinand VII, and make Sánchez
               governor. Subsequently, Sánchez accused Ramírez of plotting to bring about Dominican
               independence and had him arrested. He was transported as a prisoner to Puerto Rico,
               but no record of his fate has survived.
            

         

         
         	RAVELO, JOSÉ DE JESÚS (1876–1951)

         
         	
            An influential and prolific composer and director, he produced more than 250 works
               of music in his career and directed the Liceo Musical (Musical Lyceum) from 1908 until 1942,
               when it became the Conservatorio Nacional de Música (National Conservatory of Music).
               Many of his compositions were liturgical pieces, with La muerte de Cristo (The Death of Christ) being the best known. He wrote nearly 60 works for voice and
               organ or orchestra, which show the influence of Giuseppe Verdi, whom Ravelo admired
               and emulated in his work. He directed the Banda Pacificador (Peacemaker Band), and
               in 1904 he founded a popular ensemble sponsored by a social club, the Octet del Casino
               de la Juventud (Octet of the Casino of Youth), which he directed until 1922.
            

         

         
         	RECOLONIZATION BY SPAIN, 1861–1865

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	RECONQUEST, WAR OF THE SPANISH

         
         	
            The war that ended possession of the colony of Santo Domingo by France, 1808–1809. Spain ceded the eastern two-thirds of Hispaniola to France in the Peace of Basel in 1795, but did not occupy it. In December 1800, Toussaint Louverture led an invasion from Haiti, but Napoleon Bonaparte sent a counterinvasion that gained control of the Spanish
               side of the island in 1802. In the War of the Spanish Reconquest, a British naval
               fleet blockaded Santo Domingo, and ground forces of both Dominican and Puerto Rican
               troops fought against French and Haitian troops. The decisive engagements were the
               battle of Palo Hincado in November 1808 and the siege of San Domingo, November 1808 to July 1809.
            

         

         
         	REGLA MOTA Y ÁLVAREZ, MANUEL DE (1795–1864)

         
         	
            The fifth president of the country, he was a military leader of the War of Dominican Independence, and vice president for Pedro Santana. Born in Baní, Regla Mota assumed command of the region between there and San Cristóbal during the war with Haiti, when he also served as the nation’s first secretary of war and navy. He served as vice president from 1854–1856 and then succeeded to the presidency
               when Santana resigned, the result of a dispute between the caudillo and the consul of Spain, Antonio María Segovia. Regla Mota was president from May to October 1856, then left
               to follow Santana into exile, with Buenaventura Báez following him into office.
            

         

         
         	REID CABRAL, DONALD (1923–2006)

         
         	
            A civilian politician selected to lead the Triumvirate government, which the Dominican military put in place after deposing Juan Bosch, the elected president, in 1963. The Constitutionalist Revolt toppled Reid Cabral and the Triumvirate in April 1965. The son of a Scottish banker
               who married into the elite Cabral–Vicini family of the Dominican gente de primera, Reid Cabral was related to past presidents José María Cabral, Marcos Antonio Cabral, and Buenaventura Báez. Born in Santiago, he studied law at the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) and became prosperous as a businessman, most visibly in the form of his successful
               automobile dealership. He served on the Council of State established after the assassination
               of Rafael Trujillo, which set up the election of December 1962, won by Bosch. After the coup led by
               General Elías Wessin y Wessin removed Bosch from power on 25 September 1963, Reid Cabral was the only civilian
               member of the tripartite junta that took control. He served as president of the Triumvirate,
               which suspended the Constitution of 1963. Dominated by Trujillo supporters, the military government stirred popular
               opposition with its corruption. The Constitutionalists rose up against the Triumvirate
               regime on 24 April 1965, essentially imprisoning Reid Cabral in the National Palace until he agreed to leave office and go into exile, which he did briefly. He returned when Joaquín Balaguer became president again in 1966, resumed his previous business ventures, and served
               as Balaguer’s foreign minister from 1986 to 1988.
            

         

         
         	RELIGION

         
         	
            The Roman Catholic Church has dominated the official religious history of the country, and a majority of Dominicans
               still identify themselves as Catholic, but many other religions and religious practices
               compete for the people’s spiritual attention. Some of these have been in existence
               for centuries, such as Santería, which is related to the vodú of Haiti and originated as a way for people of African descent to continue their religious
               observances behind a mask of Catholic observance. Others have gained a mass following
               only very recently, such as various denominations associated with the evangelical
               wing of Protestantism.
            

            
             What is known of the religious beliefs and practices of the Taíno people comes to us from the friar Ramón Pané, who compiled them in his book An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians (1499). The native cosmology included a creation myth involving a great flood, and
               the pantheon of deities, called zemis. Pané described the different kinds of zemis and the different powers they were said to possess. He also recounted the Taínos’
               use of hallucinogens in religious rituals, in order to have visions and make prophecies.
            

            
            The colony of Santo Domingo was the beachhead for the spiritual conquest of the New World by the Roman Catholic
               Church, which commenced with Pané’s first convert to Christianity, Guaticava/Juan Mateo. Foreshadowing the bloody legacy of religious conflict between the conquerors and
               the native people, Mateo soon became the first Christian martyr as well, when he and
               his family, also converts, were murdered by other Taínos in reprisal for Spanish brutality.
               Within a short time of the founding of the city of Santo Domingo, construction began
               on the first church in the Western Hemisphere, St. Nicolás de Bari, soon followed
               by the first cathedral, the Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación, begun in 1512.
            

            
            There is a great deal of African religious influence through vodú or Santería. Many of the important figures in Dominican religion have significance both as deities
               of the shared pantheon of vodú and Santería, and as Catholic saints. The differing meanings and worship practices of these religious
               traditions have blended over centuries of public observation, with sacred images at
               the center of many rituals celebrated from the local to the national level. Pilgrimages
               and religious holidays and festivals on saints’ days and other occasions dot the crowded
               devotional calendar of the republic. 
            

            
            The first of the annual celebrations is El Día de los Tres Magos (The Day of the Tree
               Magi), also known as Epiphany, which takes place on 6 January, the day when children
               receive presents. The most important religious date in the country is 21 January,
               the day when the pilgrimage for Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Our Lady of High Grace), known as the Madre Espiritual (Spiritual Mother) of the
               republic, takes place in Higüey. The enormous event annually attracts thousands of worshippers, dressed in a spectrum
               of different colors, each of which is associated with a major patron saint. Many of
               the pilgrims conduct personal journeys along the way called promesas (literally, “promises”), which involve performing rituals dedicated to a saint, in
               order to receive intercession, usually for holy help with one’s own health or the
               health of a loved one, or to achieve a turn of good fortune. Another common element
               of religious pilgrimages and holidays is the novena, a prayer repeated every day for
               nine days, usually while a special candle, designed for the purpose to last for nine
               days, burns on an altar, near an image of a saint, or at one’s bedside.
            

            
            The community of San Carlos hosts the procession for the Vírgen de Candelaria (Virgin
               of Candlemas, the presentation of Jesus Christ at the temple in Jerusalem) on 2 February,
               and Azua follows with its pageant for Nuestra Señora de Lourdes (Our Lady of Lourdes) on 11
               February. The more generally observed feast day of San Elías offers a prime example
               of the characteristic syncretism of Dominican religion every 16 February, as the important
               Old Testament prophet St. Elijah of Roman Catholicism represents Baron Samedí, who
               rules cemeteries and is the chief of the “división guede” in Santería.
            

            
            Also in February, the nationalist version of carnaval takes place on Dominican Independence Day, 27 February. The religious version of Dominican carnival takes place during the
               week before Easter, Semana Santa (Holy Week), a tradition that derives from colonial religious observances. The colonial
               tradition of Semana Santa called for maintaining collective social discipline during
               that week, followed by an outburst of noisy celebration on Pascua (Easter Day) itself.
               The contemporary practice calls for a week of parties and processions. As in other
               religious manifestations, an African-derived alternate form of religious commemoration
               took place simultaneously with the European-dictated form, while remaining masked.
               In the case of Semana Santa, this veiled religious practice was gagá, which involves companies of drummers who prepare all year for the week of mounting
               jubilation and release. Gagá drumming supplies the music for many Holy Week gatherings taking place on Jueves Santo (Holy Thursday), the most
               significant day for practitioners of gagá.
            

            
            Other spring holidays on the Dominican religious calendar include the procession for
               the Virgin figure called La Dolorita (The Little Sufferer) in Villa Mella, which takes place on 14 and 15 April, and the noche de velas (vigil) of the Santísima Cruz (Most Holy Cross) on 3 and 5 May, which is associated
               with the cities of San Cristóbal and Baní. Also on 3 May, the celebration of Espiritu Santo (Holy Spirit) in Villa Mella honors
               the powerful god Kalunga worshipped in the Congo region, home of the ancestors of
               many people in the community. The death of the Messianic figure Olivorio Mateo, known as “Papa Liborio,” is commemorated on 22 May in San Juan de la Maguana.
            

            
            The feast day of St. Anthony of Padua, finder of lost objects and giver of consolation
               to those who have experienced a personal loss, occurs on 13 June and is significant
               across the nation. On 26 June, the festival of San Pedro Apóstal (St. Peter the Apostle)
               in San Pedro de Macorís celebrates the culture of the  cocolos (Dominicans of West Indian descent) and brings raucous bands of guloyas (dancers) into the streets. The combined celebration of the Roman Catholic saint Santiago
               Apostól (St. James the Apostle) and his Santería double Ogún Balenyó that takes place on 25 July is most important in Santiago, the city named for him. Several patron saints’ days occur in August: San Bartolomé
               (St. Bartholomew), San Ramón, and Nuestra Señora de los Angeles (Our Lady of the Angels).
            

            
            Second only to Altagracia as the Dominican national religious figure, Nuestra Señora
               de las Mercedes (Our Lady of Mercy) has her feast day on 24 September. On 29 September, the object
               of devotion is the complicated figure of San Miguel Arcángel (St. Michael the Archangel),
               whose Santería identity is Belie Belcán, chief of the división de la radá, which comprises the darker, more dangerous spirits of the African-derived pantheon.
               The loving, animal-friendly personage of St. Francis of Assisi is widely recognized
               on 8 October. Commemoration of Xangó, the most powerful god in Santería, who assumes the anomalous guise of the Roman Catholic St. Barbara, is the most important
               religious event in November. 
            

            
            Several events cluster around Christmas. Christmas Eve on 24 December is known as
               Noche Buena (Good Night), and the centerpiece of Christmas Day is dinner, called La
               Cena de Navidad (Nativity Dinner). The day of Los Santos Inocentes (The Holy Innocents)
               follows on 28 December, which commences the pilgrimage of Santo Cristo de los Milagros
               (Holy Christ of the Miracles), which continues until Semana Santa.
            

            
            The religious diversity of the country is enhanced by the numerous adherents to Espiritismo and by the Samaná Baptists, who are descended from African American immigrants from the United States.
            

            
            The most recent religious phenomenon to sweep the country is evangelicalism, which
               is a form of revivalist Protestant Christianity that has attracted countless adherents
               in recent decades across Latin America and gained tremendous popularity in the Dominican
               Republic. Evangelical congregations have converted the former theater district in
               Santo Domingo into an area of spiritual revival, with worshippers crowding into the
               old cinemas, which now are churches, where they fervently sing gospel songs. The evangelical
               denominations that have had the most success include the Pentecostals, the Seventh
               Day Adventists, and the Evangelical Church of the Dominican Republic, founded in 1922.
               The canon of music that is central to the worship ceremonies of these denominations
               mainly comprises traditional gospel songs, most of them from the United States, loosely
               translated into Spanish. The born-again Dominican population includes the world famous
               Juan Luis Guerra, who has released CDs of Christian music that include his hymn-like merengues and  bachatas. 
            

         

         
         	RESTORATION WAR

         
         	
            Fought to end the annexation to Spain, it began on 16 August 1863, with the event known as the grito de Capotillo. The Cibao was the cradle of the revolt, with towns in the valley rebelling in sequence. An
               army of 6,000 descended on Santiago on 3 September 1863, laying siege to the city and forcing the surrender of the Spanish
               garrison of Fortaleza San Luis 10 days later. A provisional nationalist government
               installed José Antonio Salcedo as president on 14 September. Cibao-based nationalist armies faced off against Spanish
               forces under the command of Pedro Santana, who had negotiated the annexation in 1861. By early 1864, the Spanish army, unable
               to contain guerrilla resistance, had suffered about 10,000 casualties, the majority
               lost to bad sanitation and disease, especially yellow fever. Santana fell back on
               Santo Domingo in March 1864 and was relieved of command. New Captain-General José
               de la Gándara reported the losses, asked for reinforcements, and negotiated with Salcedo.
               After Salcedo was assassinated, Gaspar Polanco took over as president of the provisional Dominican government, attacked Monte Cristi, and was repulsed. Gregorio Luperón overthrew Polanco in January 1865. In Spain, the unpopular war led to the fall of
               the government of Leopoldo O’Donnell. The Spanish Cortes withdrew its support for
               the war after a debate, and Queen Isabella II signed an annulment of the Spanish annexation
               of the Dominican Republic on 3 March 1865. A military junta drew up a new constitution and placed Pedro Antonio Pimental in power on 25 March 1865. The last Spanish troops left the island on 15 July. The
               Restoration War contributed to Dominican nationalism and encouraged cooperation with
               Haiti. The date of the grito de Capotillo, August 16, is a major national holiday called Restoration Day.
            

         

         
         	REVOLUTION OF 1930

         
         	
            The name given to what was really a coup d’état orchestrated by Rafael Trujillo, which brought him to power, beginning a dictatorship lasting 31 years. The event began as a movement in the Cibao to unseat the president at the time, Horacio Vásquez, who had been in office since the end of the U.S. Marine occupation in 1924 and was attempting to extend his term. The leader of the anti-horacista  uprising was Juan Estrella Ureña, who conspired with Trujillo, commanding general of the military, to arm a force of men to march from Santiago to Santo Domingo. They entered the city, unopposed by the Dominican army, on Independence Day, 27 February, forcing Vásquez to seek asylum at the U.S. legation. Estrella Ureña
               became president on 3 March and then, by prior arrangement, he ran for vice president
               on a ticket with Trujillo for president in the election of 16 May 1930. That election
               was marred by violence against Trujillo’s opponent, inflicted by gangs of his soldiers,
               and resulted in a virtually unanimous and completely fraudulent result in his favor.
            

         

         
         	REYES, JOSÉ (1835–1905)

         
         	
            Cellist and composer of the Dominican national anthem, “Quisqueyanos valientes” (Valiant Quisqueyans), in 1883, with words by Emil io  Prud’Homme. His other, lesser-known works of music include marches, religious works, dances, and a “romance without words” entitled “La caída de la tarde” (Nightfall). His remains
               are among those of other national figures in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

         

         
         	RIJSWICK, TREATY OF

         
         	
            Ended the War of the League of Augsburg in 1697. Under its terms, Spain ceded the western third of the island of Hispaniola to France in order to remove the buccaneers, who had become a scourge of its colony of Santo Domingo and the rest of its New World empire. France brought the region under control, converting
               it into the wealthy colony of Saint-Domingue. The colony gained its independence as
               the Republic of Haiti after a violent revolution, 1790–1804.
            

         

         
         	RIVERS

         
         	
            Many rivers flow from the interior of the country to the sea, providing water for
               human consumption and for agriculture in most regions, and supporting urbanization. The Taíno people inhabited the banks of the rivers, navigating them in canoes (a Taíno word)
               and eating their fish, shellfish, and water plants. Still today, most of the population
               centers are located on rivers. The Dominican Republic has two major hydrographic zones,
               the Northern or Atlantic Slope (vertiente), and the Southern or Caribbean Slope. The divide between them runs roughly from
               Higüey to Dajabón. The Northern Slope area comprises six individual watersheds with 11 major rivers,
               while there are eight watersheds containing 18 major rivers within the territory of
               the Southern Slope.
            

            
             The longest river on the island of Hispaniola is the Artibonite, but most of its 320 km (200 mi.) lie within Haiti, with only 68 km (42 mi.) in the Dominican Republic. The longest river completely
               within the country is the Río Yaque del Norte (Yaque River of the North), which waters
               the Cibao Valley, passes through the metropolis of Santiago, and flows into the Atlantic Ocean just to the west of the city of Monte Cristi. It is 296 km (183 mi.) long, draining a watershed of 7,044 sq. km (2,719 sq. mi.),
               and is the site of the Tavera Dam, which opened in 1972. The second-longest river,
               at 185 km (115 mi.), is the Yuna, with a watershed of 5,498 sq. km (2,123 sq. mi.).
               Like the Yaque del Norte, the Yuna flows through the Cibao, emptying into Samaná Bay, with a delta within Los Haiteses National Park. The Hatillo Dam, the largest in the country, opened in 1984 and created the largest
               man-made lake, located on the Yuna near the town of Cotuí. The Río Yaque del Sur (Yaque
               River of the South) is the third-longest river, nearly the length of the Yuna at 183
               km (114 mi.), which runs through the southwest region to its mouth at Neiba Bay on
               the Caribbean Sea. The Ozama River, on the banks of which Bartholomew Columbus established Santo Domingo, is the fourth longest, at 148 km (92.5 mi.). Two rivers of nearly equal length rank
               fifth and sixth. The Camú River, a tributary of the Yuna, is 137 km (85 mi.) long,
               with a watershed spanning 2,655 sq. km (1,025 sq. mi.). The Nizao River, which flows
               into the Caribbean Sea in the southern province of Peravia, is the main water source for nearby Santo Domingo. It drains only 974 sq. km (376
               sq. mi.) of territory, but has three reservoirs with hydroelectric dams along its
               course of 133 km (82 mi.). Such excessive impoundment of the waters of the Nizao has
               led to the river essentially drying up. The same fate threatens all Dominican rivers,
               as they are increasingly diverted for irrigation, sanitation, human consumption, and
               energy production to fuel the economy. Overusage of the rivers is a major component of the ongoing degradation of the Dominican
               environment.
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUES, JAN

         
         	
            A Dominican man who was the first non–Native American to live on Manhattan Island.
               Described as “a mulatto born in St. Domingo named Juan Rodríguez,” he arrived in New York in 1613 aboard a Dutch trading vessel, which apparently had previously been engaged
               in smuggling to the Spanish colony and had picked him up then. The Dutch captain listed
               him among the crew under the name Jan Rodrigues. When the ship prepared to return
               to Holland as winter approached, the Dominican refused to go, preferring to stay with
               the native people whom he had befriended. The captain let him go, providing him with
               an assortment of supplies. Rodrígues was still living on Manhattan when the Dutch
               traders returned the next spring, but after that he disappears from the historical
               record.
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUEZ, DEMETRIO (1866–1906)

         
         	
            A famous caudillo from the northwest region, he supported Juan Isidro Jimenes. Rodríguez was born into a wealthy landowning family in Guayubín, where he began
               his career as rebel leader in 1902. In 1903, he and Desiderio Arias led the jimenista forces on a march to Santo Domingo, where they ousted the short-lived government of Alejandro Woss y Gil. In 1904, Rodríguez and Arias demanded that the subsequent government of Carlos Morales Languasco award them government positions. Rodríguez became governor of San Pedro de Macorís. In an attempt to stabilize the situation, the United States intervened by bombing rebel forces on the east bank of the Ozama River. Citing this incursion, Rodríguez broke with the government and returned to the northwest,
               where he led a small band in a series of daring raids against government forces in
               cities as far as La Vega. When Morales was forced from office in December 1905, Rodríguez stepped up his rebellion
               against the incoming government of Ramón Cáceres, joining his jimenista ally Arias in an attack on Santiago, where he was killed on 1 January 1906. His colorful exploits made him the subject
               of folklore after his death.
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUEZ, EVANGELINA (1879–1947)

         
         	
            The first Dominican woman to receive a medical degree, she founded the Centro de Protección la Maternidad y
               a la Infancia (Center for the Protection of Motherhood and Infancy) but fell victim
               to Rafael Trujillo. Born in Higüey, she graduated from normal school in 1902 and then opened a night school for the
               poor, while simultaneously studying medicine, becoming an MD in 1911. She directed
               the Escuela Normal de Señoritas (Young Ladies’ Normal School), founded by Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, and then traveled to Paris to study pediatrics, gynecology, and obstetrics. She
               established a center for mothers and infants in Santo Domingo upon her return. Her work brought attention to the related problems of venereal disease
               and the widespread practice of prostitution, which in 1929 caused an outcry from the
               scandalized public, because both subjects were considered to be taboo. She angered
               Trujillo in 1935 by submitting a paper that failed to mention him at a medical conference.
               From that point on, the regime persecuted Rodríguez, preventing her from medical practice,
               and essentially placing her under house arrest. During the dictatorship’s “Interlude of Tolerance” for political opposition in 1946, she went to San Pedro de Macorís to support the sugar strike led by Mauricio Báez there and in La Romana. When the regime crushed the strike, its leaders fled into exile or were jailed, including Rodríguez, who briefly eluded capture but was arrested and
               savagely beaten in prison in San Pedro. She was released but did not recover from
               her injuries, and died on 11 January 1947.
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUEZ, SANTIAGO (1809–1879)

         
         	
            A general credited with starting the Restoration War. The exact time and place of his birth are unknown, but he was probably from the
               northwest region. He fought in the War of Dominican Independence, rising to officer’s rank, and then located to Sabaneta, where he became a prosperous
               citizen and served as mayor. After the annexation to Spain, he took up arms against the occupation, leading a group of followers on the assault
               known as the grito de Capotillo, which is considered the beginning of the war. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUEZ DEMORIZI, EMILIO (1904–1986)

         
         	
            The most prolific author in the country’s history, he was a historian, linguist, government
               official, diplomat, head of the Archivo General de la Nación (General Archive of the
               Nation), and rector of the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD). Born in Sánchez in Samaná   Province, he was raised in Puerto Plata, where his father, Félix Francisco Rodríguez Jiménez, was a newspaper editor and
               notary. He attended secondary school in La Vega, and in 1933 he received a degree in law at the UASD, though he never practiced as
               an attorney. He published more than 120 books in a career spanning four decades, including
               several works dealing with the Taíno people, Christopher Columbus, and early colonization by Spain at La Isabela; biographies of many important figures in the nation’s history, such as Enriquillo, Ramón Mella, Pedro Santana, Francisco Gregorio Billini, Gregorio Luperón, Eugenio María de Hostos, Salomé Ureña Henríquez, and José Martí; histories of virtually every stage of Dominican history and foreign relations; the collected papers of such Dominican intellectuals and politicians as Ulises Francisco Espaillat and Pedro Francisco Bonó; a Dominican encyclopedia; and anthologies of poetry from various eras, such as the
               Restoration and the dictatorship of Ulises Heureaux, among many other genres. He created a substantial portion of his life’s work about,
               and at the behest of, Rafael Trujillo, who was dictator for most of Rodríguez Demorizi’s career. He held many positions
               in the government during that time, including secretary of state for the interior,
               head of the UASD and the archives, and diplomatic representative to Colombia, Italy,
               Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Spain. He was associated with the leading intellectuals in the country, most notably his
               longtime friend Pedro Henríquez Ureña, and was elected president of the Academía Dominicana de la Historia (Dominican Academy
               of History). After Trujillo’s assassination in May 1961, Rodríguez Demorizi supported
               the new president, his old friend and colleague Joaquín Balaguer, with whom he served in the Trujillo government, serving as secretary of state for
               education and fine arts during Balaguer’s brief period as Trujillo’s successor. He was Balaguer’s secret
               contact with the Partido Revolucionario Dominicana (PRD) and its leader Juan Bosch during that turbulent time, when he also met and befriended José Francisco Peña Gómez. He supported the Constitutionalist Revolt of 1965 and continued to advise Peña Gómez after its failure. In his later years,
               Rodríguez devoted much of his attention to the Sociedad Dominicana de Geografía (Dominican
               Geography Society), which he founded in 1970. He renewed his political activity when
               Peña Gómez became president of the Santo Domingo city council and then the city’s mayor from 1982 to 1986, the year Rodríguez Demorizi
               died. Peña Gómez delivered his eulogy.
            

         

         
         	RODRÍGUEZ URDANETA, ABELARDO (1870–1933)

         
         	
            Considered to be the father of Dominican sculpture, he was also accomplished in painting,
               drawing, photography, and also the violin. He was born in Santo Domingo and studied with the famous painter Luis Desangles. He did portraits of many historic
               national figures, including Juan Pablo Duarte, Gregorio Luperón, and Eugenio María de Hostos. He is best known as a sculptor, with “Caonabo” being the most familiar work in his voluminous artistic output. In 1908, he opened
               a school of drawing, painting, and sculpture in the capital, which he operated until
               his death 25 years later. 
            

            
            See also ; ; . 
            

         

         
         	ROJAS RAMOS, BENIGNO FILOMENO (1821–1865)

         
         	
            A jurist and politician from Santiago, he served briefly as provisional president, beginning with the overthrow of Gaspar Polanco in January 1865, and ending in March 1865, when a government commission chose Antonio Pimental as president, at which time Rojas became vice president. He had served as vice president
               after the Constitution of 1858 was ratified, and in fact had presided over the special Constitutional Congress that convened in Moca to draft it, doing so in his capacity as secretary of state in the revolutionary
               provisional government at the time. After the revolution failed and Pedro Santana regained the power of a dictator, Rojas went into exile in the United States. He received a pardon to return and dedicated himself to legal practice, and when
               Santana arranged the annexation by Spain, Rojas acquiesced to the loss of national sovereignty. But after the grito de Capotillo  in August 1863, when the Restoration War began, he joined the revolutionary provisional government. In September, he assumed
               the role of vice president, first to provisional president José Antonio Salcedo, then to Polanco, whom he succeeded in January 1865. After returning to the vice
               presidency in March, he was implicated in a plot with José María Cabral, and in August he was imprisoned in Santo Domingo, where he died in October.
            

         

         
         	ROLDÁN, FRANCISCO (?–1502)

         
         	
            Leader of a revolt on Hispaniola in 1497 that ended the influence of Christopher Columbus there. Roldán had accompanied Columbus on his second voyage to the island in 1493,
               and some accounts say he became the mayor (alcalde mayor) of the first, short-lived capital of La Isabela. In 1497, after Columbus returned to Spain, Roldán led an uprising against his brother Bartholomew Columbus, who had been left in charge. About half of the Spanish colonists joined the Roldán
               revolt, spurred by their resentment of the Columbus brothers’ governance and their
               disappointment at not finding greater riches among the Taíno people. They established a rival colony in the middle of the island, in opposition
               to the government of Bartholomew Columbus based in the new capital of Santo Domingo. Christopher Columbus returned in 1498 and negotiated a settlement with Roldán, who
               was given a judicial position, and his followers, who were offered land if they decided
               to stay, and passage to Spain with the native people they claimed as their own, as
               wives or slaves, and whatever wealth they had amassed. Nonetheless, the incident prompted
               King Ferdinand to dispatch Francisco de Bobadilla to replace Columbus as governor
               of the colony in 1500. Bobadilla sent the Columbus brothers back to stand trial; they
               were acquitted but forbidden from returning to Santo Domingo. Roldán died in a shipwreck
               on his way to Spain in 1502.
            

         

         
         	ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

         
         	
            The dominant religion in the Dominican Republic, approximately 90 percent of the population identify themselves
               as members of the Christian denomination. Elements of Roman Catholicism also figure
               into the traditions of Santería (or vodú), and Espiritismo. The Roman Catholic Church arrived on Hispaniola from Spain in 1493, in the form of Brother Ramón Pané, who accompanied Christopher Columbus on his second voyage to the New World and converted the first indigenous Taíno people to the Church, including Guaticava, who took the name Juan Mateo. This group of converts also became the first martyrs when their neighbors blamed
               them for Spanish abuses and killed them. A group of friars of the Dominican Order established themselves in Santo Domingo in September 1510. Under the leadership of Father Pedro de Cordobá, they consecrated the first church in the Western Hemisphere, St. Nicolás de Barí,
               and the oldest cathedral in the Americas, the Basílica Catedral Metropolitana Santa María de la Encarnación, built between 1512 and 1540, which still stands in the Zona Colonial of the capital. The first Dominican clergy came into conflict with the Spanish colonists
               over their harsh treatment of the indigenous population in December 1511, when Brother
               Antonio Montesino decried the abuse from the pulpit in his Advent sermons. The most famous of the early
               Catholic clerics was Bartolomé de las Casas, who took up Montesino’s cause and become known as the “Protector of the Indians.”
               There was a scarcity of clerics from the outset of the colony, allowing Dominican
               Catholic beliefs and practices to evolve separately from the mainstream of the faith.
               Common law marriage prevailed, and many other sacraments were omitted or improvised,
               in the absence of a presiding man of the cloth. The situation did not improve during
               the neglectful España Boba period. The occupation by Haiti that followed the declaration of independence from Spain impelled the few priests who were in the new country to depart, as the Haitian government
               expropriated Church properties, converting places of worship to warehouses, theaters,
               and stables, among other purposes, allowing many of them to fall into ruin. After
               the War of Dominican Independence, the first president, Pedro Santana, refused to return the ecclesiastical properties, with their loss confirmed in the
               Ley de Bienes Nacionales (Law of the National Properties) of June 1845. When the priests
               objected, Santana threatened them, with the leading cleric in the country, Father
               José de Bobadilla, fleeing into exile. Under these conditions, the scarcity of clergy endured, as Dominican Catholicism
               continued to develop its own unique features, the outcome of isolation from the official
               hierarchy and doctrine of the faith, and of syncretism with other belief systems.
               The annexation to Spain brought a new colonial government reminiscent of that of España Boba, which alienated
               the population by hewing to the letter of the Roman Catholic law, which was foreign
               to the Dominican citizenry, and by invalidating common law marriages, among other
               offensive acts. The most visible figures in the Church in the 19th and early 20th
               centuries were Father Francisco Gregorio   Billini, Bishop Arturo Meriño, and Monseñor Alejandro Adolfo Nouel. The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo co-opted the Roman Catholic Church to achieve its aims. He negotiated with the Vatican
               to have a papal nuncio sent as representative to the country, who presided over numerous
               rituals coordinating with an agenda of public spectacle. The Italian emissary from
               the pope, Ricardo Pittini, led many masses in the Santo Domingo Cathedral as part
               of this alignment of Church and corrupt state. In 1960, however, the country’s six
               Catholic bishops stated their opposition to the regime’s serial violations of human rights in a pastoral letter delivered from the pulpit by priests across the country. As
               a result, Trujillo unleashed a reign of terror against antiregime priests. With their
               stance, the Roman Catholic delegation in the Dominican Republic presaged liberation theology, which gained momentum in the 1960s. 
            

            
             The most important Catholic patrons are Our Lady of Mercedes, a Spanish version of the Virgin Mary, and especially Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia (Our Lady of High Grace), a wholly Dominican manifestation. Both have been venerated
               since the early colonial period, and Altagracia in particular continues to be the
               most important symbol of Catholic faith in the country. Many other saints receive
               the attention of the devout as well, mainly on their annual feast days. These figures
               are subject to the dual identity of being both Catholic and accepted in Espiritismo  and Santería. The country is divided into 11 archdioceses, each with a cathedral. Two of them
               are minor basilicas, the cathedral in Santo Domingo and the Basílica Catedral Nuestra
               Señora de la Altagracia in Higüey, which is also a shrine to Altagracia. In addition, there are nine other dioceses,
               each with a cathedral: Santiago, Puerto Plata, San Pedro de Macorís, Baní, Barahona, San Juan de la Maguana, Mao, La Vega, and San Francisco de Macorís. In recent decades, evangelical Christianity has challenged the dominance of the
               Roman Catholic Church.
            

         

         
         	ROSARIO, JOEL (1988–)

         
         	
            The most successful Dominican jockey in history. Born in Santo Domingo, he began his racing career at the age of 14 at the Hippodromo V Centenario, the
               only horseracing track in the country, where he won four Dominican riding titles.
               Rosario moved to the United States in 2006, where he became a leading rider, winning the $2 million Breeders Cup Sprint
               in 2009 and the $10 million United Arab Emirate World Classic in 2013. In 2010, he
               was the first Dominican jockey in the Kentucky Derby, and he won the Derby in 2013
               on a horse named Orb.
            

         

         
         	ROSARIO, LOS HERMANOS

         
         	
            A merengue band that is one of the most successful musical acts in Dominican history. From Higüey, the seven brothers of the Rosario family debuted as a live act in 1978 and released
               their first album in 1980. Bandleader Pepe Rosario died in 1983, but the group continued
               to perform and record with a core of four siblings. They gained international celebrity
               with the 1983 hit single “Amor, amor,” which made the Billboard Top Ten list, the
               only Dominican performers aside from Juan Luis Guerra to earn that distinction. Antonio “Toño” Rosario would become the best known among
               them after launching a successful solo career in 1990 that continues to the present
               day. He and Guerra are the highest-selling merengue artists of all time.
            

         

         
         	RUBIROSA, PORFIRIO (1909–1965)

         
         	
            A diplomat and international playboy, he enjoyed the patronage of Rafael Trujillo, becoming something like an alter ego for the dictator. Rubirosa met Trujillo in 1931, the year after he came to power, and married his
               daughter Flor de Oro (named for Anacaona) the following year. Their marriage ended in 1938, but his relationship with his
               erstwhile father-in-law did not deteriorate. Instead, Rubirosa gained a status more
               like a son to Trujillo, who sent him around the world in a series of diplomatic posts.
               Rubirosa became an object of fascination to the tabloid press in the United States and Europe through his romances with rich and famous women, including marriages to
               the heiresses Doris Duke and Barbara Hutton, and affairs with several movie stars.
               Rubirosa was a close friend of the dictator’s son Ramfis Trujillo, whose reckless behavior while abroad, often in Rubirosa’s company, became a source
               of scandal and embarrassment for Rafael Trujillo, whose venal regime the two of them
               personified. Rubirosa lost his political status when the elder Trujillo was assassinated
               and the younger fled the country in 1961, and he left the country himself the following
               year, settling in France and continuing his jet-set lifestyle there. Like Ramfis Trujillo, he died after crashing
               his sports car.
            

         

         
         	RUEDA, MANUEL (1921–1999)

         
         	
            A concert pianist by training, he was an acclaimed author of poetry, plays, fiction,
               and nonfiction, receiving the Premio Nacional de Literatura (National Literature Prize) six times, in three different categories: poetry, drama, and narrative. Born
               in Monte Cristi, he was taken to Santo Domingo at a young age to study piano at the Liceo Musical (Musical Lyceum, or Academy),
               then at the national conservatory in Chile. Upon graduation, he returned home to teach
               and become director of the Conservatorio Nacional de Música (National Conservatory
               of Music), a position he occupied for 20 years. One of the most accomplished Dominican
               piano performers, he continued to play concerts until he was nearly 80 years old.
               He published his first book, a collection of poems entitled Las noches (The Nights), in 1949, at the age of 37, becoming associated with the group of poets
               called the Generación de 48 (Generation of 1948), of whom Pedro Mir is the most famous. He went on to direct the Instituto de Investigaciones de Folklóricos
               (Institute for Folklore Research), founded to preserve Dominican oral tradition of
               the Universidad Nacional’s (National University) Pedro Henríquez Ureña, and for many years he edited Isla Abierta (Open Island), the cultural supplement of the influential magazine Hoy (Today). He founded an avant-garde literature movement called Pluralismo (Pluralism)
               in 1974, and in 1977 he received the country’s highest honor, the Orden de (Order
               of) Duarte, Sánchez, y Mella, for lifetime achievement. Some of his best work was still to come, however, as he
               received major awards for both his 1995 drama Retablo de la pasión y muerte de Juana la Loca (Portrait of the Passion and Death of Insane Jane) and his 1998 poetry collection, La metamorphosis de Makandal (The Metamorphosis of Mackandal, a legendary Haitian maroon), published when he was 86, a year before his death.
            

         

         
         	RUM

         
         	
            Produced from molasses, which is a by-product of sugar production, rum has long been an important part of the economy and culture of the Dominican Republic. The earliest mention of alcohol fermented from
               sugarcane juice being consumed in the colony of Santo Domingo dates to 1511. Cane alcohol and the closely related rum became staples of the contraband
               economy practiced by the buccaneers, to the extent that the king of Spain banned its production in 1720. The prohibition was lifted in 1778, and by 1791 there
               were 173 distilleries in the colony. There were 10 more operating by the time of the
               War of the Spanish Reconquest, 1808–1809, during which Juan Sánchez Ramírez gave rum to his troops, and though the colonial government tried to clamp down on
               rum consumption during the España Boba period, exports soared just prior to the Dominican Republic declaring its independence from Spain in 1821, going from little more than 3,400 liters (900 gallons) to more than 53,000
               liters (14,000 gallons) in three years. The Haitian occupation ended exports entirely, with production absorbed in the local market, and even after
               independence from Haiti in 1844, Dominican rum did not reenter the international market for decades. One of
               the first taxes instituted by the new government was applied to the pots used to distill
               rum, passed in 1845. After the annexation to Spain, the colonial government allowed the importation of rum from its other Caribbean
               possessions, Cuba and Puerto Rico, increasing competition for Dominican distillers,
               who improved their products in response. After the Restoration, rum production greatly increased, and by the 1880s, the highest-quality rums were
               winning awards at international expositions. Growth in the industry continued into the 1890s, helped when Ulises Heureaux lifted the import duty on distilling equipment in 1892. The exportation of Dominican
               rum resumed in the early 20th century, with the amount shipped abroad reaching 5,300
               liters (1,400 gallons) by 1905. At that time, when there were 163 legal distilleries
               and countless small, illegal ones operating in the country, the administration of
               President Ramón Cáceres applied a tax to officially sanctioned rum that was widely reviled as the Stamp Act.
               The government also imposed regulations on rum production standards, which continued
               during the U.S. Marine occupation. U.S. authorities continued taxing legal distilling operations, and they permitted
               production to proceed even after Prohibition went into effect, but they adopted the
               unpopular practice of destroying the unregistered stills they encountered. Rum production
               skyrocketed during the regime of Rafael Trujillo, going from 422,000 liters (111,481 gallons) in 1936 to more than 4.6 million liters
               (1.2 million gallons) in 1956. The administrations of Joaquín Balaguer encouraged the rum industry, with production hitting its height in the early 1990s,
               at 45 million liters (11.9 million gallons) annually, but the late 1990s saw a 20
               percent reduction in overall production. Altogether, the country produces more than
               31.8 million liters (8.4 million gallons) of rum a year, with annual rum exports worth
               $135 million.
            

            
            There are three leading producers, known as the “three B’s”: Bermúdez, Brugal, and
               Barceló. Bermúdez was the first, established in 1852 by Venezuelan immigrant Erasmo
               Bermúdez, and based in Santiago. Brugal is the largest, founded in 1888 in Cuba by Andrés Brugal Montaner, who emigrated
               from Spain, and moved to Puerto Plata in 1897. One of the company’s distilleries remains in Puerto Plata, site of its headquarters,
               while two others operate in San Pedro de Macorís. Brugal controls 80 percent of the domestic market, and its Añejo (aged) brand is
               the best-selling rum in the Caribbean. A Scottish corporation purchased a controlling
               interest in Brugal in 2008. Barceló was founded in 1930 in Santo Domingo by Julián Barceló, also a Spanish immigrant. It still has its headquarters in the
               capital but is produced today in San Pedro de Macorís. All three founding families—Bermúdez,
               Brugal, and Barceló—are members of the Dominican elite, the gente de primera. The Museo del Ron y la Caña (Museum of Rum and Sugar Cane) is located in Santo Domingo. 
            

            
            See also .
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         	SABANA LARGA, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            Decisive engagement fought near Dajabón on 24 January 1857, when a Dominican army commanded by Juan Luis Franco Bidó repelled an invasion from Haiti led by Emperor Faustin Soulouque. Juan Suero, the “Black Cid,” commanded a battalion in the battle. Sabana Larga and the battle
               of Santomé, fought the month before, were the bloodiest engagements of the Dominican–Haitian
               wars. But it did not end the threat of renewed incursions from Haiti, which motivated
               Pedro Santana to seek protection and secure his own political power through the annexation to Spain five years after Sabana Larga was fought.
            

            
         

         
         	SALCEDO, JOSÉ ANTONIO (1816–1864)

         
         	
            One of the leaders of the Restoration War and president of the provisional government from September 1863 until his assassination in October
               1864. Known to his followers as “Pepillo,” Salcedo’s parents were Dominican exiles living in Madrid at the time of his birth in 1816, having left the Spanish colony
               the previous year, during the España   Boba period. Salcedo was an officer in the army that fought against and defeated an invasion force from Haiti at the battle of Sabana Larga on 24 January 1856, after which he was promoted to general. He was among those who
               took part in the grito de Capotillo that began the Restoration War against the annexation to Spain on 16 August 1863. He became president of the provisional government at the time
               of its formation but faced opposition from Gregorio Luperón, who accused Salcedo of favoring another foreign annexation. General Gaspar Polanco assassinated Salcedo and took over as president. The town of Pepillo Salcedo in the
               province of Monte Cristi was named in his honor, and his remains are interred in the Panteón de la Patria in Santo Domingo.
            

            
         

         
         	SALOMÉ

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	SAMANÁ

         
         	
            In addition to Samaná Bay, Samaná is also the name of a city that is the capital of Samaná Province, which includes all of the Samaná Peninsula and the mountains of the Sierra de Samaná. The high point is the peak known as La Meseta (The Plateau),
               at 605 m (1,985 ft.). Located in the northeast corner of the country, Samaná Province
               also wraps around the western end of Samaná Bay and includes part of the bay’s southern
               shore, where it abuts Hato Mayor Province. It borders Duarte Province to the west and Monte Plata to the southwest, with an area of 854 sq. km (330 sq. mi.). The Taíno people who lived in that area were subject to raids by the more warlike Carib people living on Puerto Rico. Christopher Columbus encountered the Taíno in January 1493, near the end of his first voyage, which concluded
               with a violent encounter at the Bay of Arrows. Francisco Rubio y Peñaranda founded the city of Santa Bárbara de Samaná by royal
               decree in 1756. In 1824, during the occupation by Haiti, a group of 300 families of free blacks from the United States, most of them of the Baptist religion, settled in Samaná. This English-speaking population of American origin had a lasting
               influence on the region, in particular when Buenaventura Báez offered the annexation of Samaná to the administration of Ulysses S. Grant in 1870.
               Samaná was declared to be a province in the Constitution of 1907. The city was destroyed and the surrounding region devastated by an earthquake in August 1946. Joaquín Balaguer directed the rebuilding of the city during the 1970s to attract tourism to the area, and while his vision of Samaná becoming a major destination for international
               tourists has never come to fruition, it is still an important part of the provincial
               economy, which also includes agriculture and some quarry mining of marble. Tourist attractions include the waterfall at El Limón, which is 47 m (154
               ft.) high, and Los Haíteses, a national park located on the south side of Samaná Bay. Today the city of Samaná has approximately
               108,000 residents, representing most of the provincial population of about 140,000.
               The high season for tourism in the area in recent decades coincides with whale-watching,
               which attracts large numbers of visitors from mid-January to mid-March, when 10,000
               to 12,000 humpback whales migrate to the waters around the Península de Samaná.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMANÁ BAY

         
         	
            Located in the northeast corner of the island of Hispaniola, adjacent to the Mona Passage, this large, deep embayment was perceived to have great strategic value in the 19th
               and 20th centuries. Santa Bárbara de Samaná is also the name of a historic city located on the bay; of the peninsula to north
               of the bay that separates it from the Atlantic Ocean; and of a province that is co-extensive with the peninsula. Samaná Bay played a major role in relations
               with the United States, particularly during the administration of Ulysses S. Grant, which sought to bring
               about its annexation, and that of Woodrow Wilson, when the U.S. Marine occupation of the country took place, motivated in part to deny use of the bay to Germany. Samaná
               Bay covers an area of approximately 1,600 sq. km (617 sq. mi.). The Yuna River flows
               into the bay at the city of Sánchez, which is located at the western end of the bay.
               Sánchez is where the Dominican National Railroad had its terminus. The railroad connected
               the Cibao region with the port facilities there, where oceangoing ships could take on cargoes
               of tobacco and other commodities. There is one large island in the bay, called Isla Levantada (Levitated Island), rimmed by white sand and named
               for its appearance of floating on the surface of the water, that has been developed
               for tourism. Another tourist destination is the national park called Los Haiteses, on the south shore of the bay. 
            

            
         

         
         	SAN CRISTÓBAL

         
         	
            The name of a province and its capital city, located on the south coast of the country. The city of San
               Cristóbal is located 26 km (16 mi.) from the center of the city of Santo Domingo. It was founded by Bartholomew Columbus, who ordered that a fortification be constructed there around the year 1500. It is known as the “Cradle of the Constitution,” because the first constitution was drafted there in 1844. It was also the birthplace
               of the dictator   Rafael Trujillo, who established many new provinces during his three decades in power, including
               Trujillo Province, with San Cristóbal as its capital, in 1934. After Trujillo’s assassination
               in 1961, the name of the province was changed to be the same as the city. The province
               of San Cristóbal is adjacent to the provinces of Santo Domingo and Monte Plata to the east; to the west, in the mountains of the Cordillera Central, it borders the provinces of Monseñor Nouel and San José de Ocoa; and along the Nizao River, it abuts Peravia Province, beside San Cristóbal on the Caribbean Sea. The Haina River and the Nigua River also water the province. It has an area of 1,266 sq. km
               (489 sq. mi.) and a population of approximately 640,000, about 226,000 of them residing
               in San Cristóbal, making it the sixth-largest city in the country. The economy is based mainly on agriculture, in particular cocoa, coffee, and plantains, limestone mining, and light manufacturing in a zona franca (free trade zone).
            

            
         

         
         	SAN DOMINGO, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            The last large naval battle of the Napoleonic Wars, fought on 6 February 1806 in the
               waters near the city of Santo Domingo. Vice Admiral Sir John Duckworth commanded a fleet of Royal Navy vessels (seven ships,
               two frigates, two brigs) that faced a smaller force (five ships, two frigates, one
               corvette) under Contre-Admiral Corentin Urbain Leissègnes. Napoleon had ordered Leissègnes,
               whose fleet at Brest had not been destroyed along with the rest of French naval power
               at the battle of Trafalgar in October 1805, to raid British shipping in the Caribbean.
               Leissègnes had been refitting the fleet, including his 120-gun flagship Imperial, in Santo Domingo after a stormy Atlantic Ocean crossing from Brest in the winter
               of 1805–1806. The British fleet found them there, destroying two and capturing three
               of the French ships of the line, with 1,500 French sailors killed or wounded. The
               British lost just 74 killed, 264 wounded. 
            

            
         

         
         	SAN DOMINGO IMPROVEMENT COMPANY (SDIC)

         
         	
            A corporation formed and controlled in the United States that took over the enormous Dominican foreign debt in 1893, paving the way for the
               eventual U.S. Marine occupation of the country in 1916. Established in New York, in March 1893, the SDIC bought out the loans and concessions held by the Dutch banking house Westendorp and Company that  Ulises Heureaux had contracted. The concessions included mining and railroad development claims, but the most important of them was the right to
               collect the country’s Customs revenues, in order to pay the interest on the foreign
               debt. Derisively called “El Impruven” (The Improvement) by common Dominicans, the
               company gained inordinate influence in the country’s affairs. The U.S. government
               assumed the debt and the Customs receiving concession from the SDIC during the administration
               of President Theodore Roosevelt, leading to the bilateral agreement called the Convention
               of 1907, which established the U.S. Customs Receivership.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN FRANCISCO DE MACORÍS

         
         	
            The capital of Duarte Province in the Cibao region. Founded in 1779, the name derives from St. Francis of Assisi and the name
               of a group of native Taíno people. It is located on the Jaya River. With a population of nearly 250,000, it is the fifth-largest city in the country.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN ISIDRO AIR FORCE BASE

         
         	
            The major air base in the country, constructed east of Santo Domingo in 1953 to support Rafael Trujillo’s air force, which was one of the most powerful in the region. It was originally
               called Base Aérea Trujillo (Trujillo Air Base), but after the dictator’s assassination
               in 1961, it was renamed San Isidro. It was home not only of the air force but also
               the tank corps of the army, and the Centro de Enseñanza de las Fuerzas Armadas (CEFA, the Armed Forces Training
               Center), among other units. Elías Wessin y Wessin commanded the base when Trujillo fell, giving him the power to overthrow Juan Bosch in September 1963 and to lead the armed opposition to the Constitutionalist Revolt in April 1965. During Operation Power Pack, San Isidro was the concentration point for U.S. operations. 
            

            
            See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	SAN JOSÉ DE OCOA

         
         	
            A province located in the mountains of the Cordillera Central, which includes a capital city and a valley of the same
               name. It is bordered by Azua and Peravia Provinces to the south, San Cristóbal Province to the east, and the provinces of Monseñor Nouel and La Vega to the north. One of the smaller provinces, it has an area of 855 sq. km (330 sq.
               mi.) and a population of less than 70,000. The area’s first settlers were maroons who escaped slavery into the mountains there. They were joined in 1805 by refugees from Baní, who fled there after the town was burned by Jean-Jacques Dessalines. The municipality of San José de Oca was created in 1858, but not until 2000 was
               the province of that name established. The region has a diverse climate and terrain,
               from arid areas to rainforest and plains, and is watered by several rivers: the Ocoa, Canal, Mahoma, and the Nizao.The economy is mainly agriculture, especially the production of coffee.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN JUAN

         
         	
            The largest province in the country, with an area of 3,569 sq. km (1,378 sq. mi.), it is located in the
               western region of the country. It has a population of approximately 317,000, most
               of them living in the capital of San Juan de la Maguana. The province was sculpted from Azua Province in 1943, during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, with the name “Benefactor,” which was one of the many honorifics that referred to
               him. The mountains of the Cordillera Central occupy the northern portion, with a high point at Pico Duarte, near the border with the provinces of Santiago and La Vega. The Sierra de Neiba range describes the frontier with Bahoruco Province to the south. San Juan Province also borders Azua Province to the east,
               and Elías Piña Province to the west. Many rivers water the central part of the province, which is largely taken up by the San Juan
               Valley: the Bao, Macasía, Mijo, San Juan, Vallejuelo (also the name of a valley),
               and Yaque del Sur. The economy of San Juan Province is largely agriculture.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN JUAN DE LA MAGUANA

         
         	
            The capital of the province of San Juan, it is the tenth-largest city in the country, with a population of about 170,000
               people. It was founded in 1503 by Nicolás de Ovando, and named for Maguana, one of the five Taíno chiefdoms, or cacicazgos, on the island of Hispaniola at the time that the Spanish under Christopher Columbus arrived there. “Maguana” is said to mean “small plain” in the Taíno language. The
               town of San Juan de la Maguana and the surrounding area, located in a valley of the
               Cordillera Central mountains, were depopulated during the Devastations in the early 1600s, with the refugees relocated close to Santo Domingo, in the new settlement of Bayaguana. The region was gradually repopulated, and in
               1733 San Juan de la Maguana was reconstituted as a municipality. One of the founding
               fathers of the country, Trinitaria leader Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, was executed there in 1861. It was also the home of Mateo Olivorio, or “Papá Liborio,” a faith healer who created his own religion and was killed by U.S. forces in 1922, during the U.S. Marine occupation.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN PEDRO DE MACORÍS

         
         	
            The name of a city and a province on the south coast that are renowned for sugar production and baseball players. The origin of the name is unclear, with several theories explaining the
               reference to St. Peter, while “Macorís” may refer to a Taíno group named the Macorix. The town is said to have been founded in 1822 by a group
               of people from Santo Domingo who were opposed to the occupation of the country by Haiti. It was recognized as a military post in 1846, during the first of Pedro Santana’s periods in power, which may explain the Pedro in its name. Immigrants from Cuba
               arrived in the late 1870s, bringing with them the capital and technological knowledge
               necessary to establish a sugar industry, which initiated production in 1879, and still
               dominates its economy. Prosperity followed, with the city of San Pedro expanding rapidly, surrounded by
               sugarcane fields and sugar mills. The Higuamo River, which runs through the city, was the site of the first aviation   transportation facility in the country, a water port operated by Pan American Airlines. The Constitution of 1907 demarcated several new provinces, among which was San Pedro de Macorís, with
               an area of 1,255 sq. km (484 sq. mi.), most of it in the Caribbean coastal plain,
               bordered from the west to the east by the provinces of Santo Domingo, Monte Plata, Hato Mayor, El Seibo, and La Romana. Today the province of San Pedro de Macorís has a population of almost 400,000, about
               half of them living in the city of San Pedro, making it the fourth-largest city in
               the country. In addition to the sugar industry and its ancillary enterprises, it is
               the site of a zona franca  (free trade zone). Tourism development boomed and busted in the area, leaving the Juan Dolio beach resort largely
               abandoned and unfinished.
            

            
         

         
         	SÁNCHEZ, FRANCISCO DEL ROSARIO (1817–1861)

         
         	
            One of the three founding fathers of the Dominican Republic, together with Juan Pablo Duarte and Ramón Mella. “Duarte, Sánchez, y Mella” (invariably evoked in that order) were among the leaders
               of the secret organization called the Trinitaria, which provoked the War of Dominican Independence from Haiti in 1844. Among that patriotic trio, Duarte is viewed as the intellectual, Mella as
               the military man, and Sánchez, a lawyer, as the glue holding the conspiracy together.
               He is the only one of the three who was of color. Sánchez was also a precursor of
               the Restoration movement from Spain, dying a martyr to that cause in 1861. Sánchez was born in Santo Domingo, received his elementary education from his mother, then studied Latin and philosophy with Father Gaspar Hernández,
               a Peruvian priest who held strong anti-Haitian views. It was in Hernández’s classes
               that Sánchez first encountered Duarte, his classmate. He continued his education in
               Europe and the United States, returning to the Dominican Republic and joining the Trinitaria in 1838. When the
               Haitian authorities moved to arrest them in 1843, Sánchez feigned illness and death,
               avoiding capture; Mella was imprisoned in Haiti; and Duarte went into exile in Venezuela. Sánchez prevented the organization from dissolving during the following
               months, becoming its leader while continuing to correspond with Duarte. When Mella
               was pardoned and returned to Santo Domingo, the Trinitaria divided into two cells,
               one led by Mella and the other by Sánchez and Duarte’s brother Vicente. They timed
               the outbreak of hostilities to forestall action by a group of rivals who favored annexation
               by France. That moment came on 27 February 1844, when the Trinitarians attacked the
               El Conde Gate in the city walls of Santo Domingo, where Sánchez read the proclamation declaring
               independence from Haiti, which he had helped to write. Following the uprising, he
               presided over the “insurrectional committee” that negotiated with the Haitian occupation force, commanded by Santiago Basora. He was leader of the first Junta Central Gubernativa (Central Governing Council),
               until succeeded by Tomás Bobadilla. In August 1844, General Pedro Santana forced Sánchez and the other leading members of La Trinitaria into exile. Santana
               executed Sánchez’s brother and aunt, María Trinidad Sánchez, who is also a patriotic figure. President Manuel Jiménez pardoned the Trinitaria in 1848, and Sánchez repatriated, accepting a military rank
               under Buenaventura Báez. He fell out again with Santana after the latter returned to power in 1859, this
               time over the issue of annexation to   Spain; Sánchez opposed it, but Santana brought it about. Sánchez went into exile in neighboring
               Haiti, where he plotted with other exiled followers of Báez to spark an uprising against
               Santana and his Spanish backers. Two of the writings that he composed in January 1861
               have become famous statements of Dominican patriotism. The first is his letter to
               Damián Báez, which stated, “My country has been sold. That is enough.” The second
               is his “Manifesto contra el Proyecto de Anexión” (Manifesto against the Project of
               Annexation), the most renowned passage of which was, “Furthermore, if calumny seeks
               to dishonor my reputation, I would respond to every charge, saying in a loud voice,
               without arrogance, I am the Dominican flag.” On 1 June 1861, less than four months after the Proclamation of Annexation, Sánchez
               led an invasion attempt across the border, joined by José María Cabral and a small force. He was wounded in an ambush, captured, and was executed, along
               with a score of his followers, in San Juan de la Maguana on 4 July 1861. His remains, along with those of Duarte and Mella, repose in the
               Altar of the Fatherland in the middle of Central Park in Santo Domingo, with larger-than-life
               statues of the three Trinitarians and an eternal flame, all guarded around the clock
               by a color guard of the Dominican military. The Altar of the Fatherland is close to
               the El Conde Gate, which has become the main nationalist icon of the country since
               Sánchez made it famous in 1844. 
            

            
         

         
         	SÁNCHEZ, MARÍA TRINIDAD (1794–1845)

         
         	
            The aunt of founding father Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, she collaborated with the Trinitaria movement prior to the War of Dominican Independence and became a martyr to the cause, making her the most important woman in the story of the nation’s founding. Born in Santo Domingo, she was 50 years old when the revolt against Haiti broke out at El Conde Gate there on 27 February 1844. She is said to have smuggled ammunition to the conspirators
               in her petticoat, and tradition holds that she sewed the first flag of the Dominican Republic following the design of Juan Pablo Duarte. After Pedro Santana seized control of the country and sent her nephew and the other leading Trinitarians
               into exile, she remained faithful to them. Santana accused her of plotting against
               him, brought charges against her, and put her on trial. Convicted of conspiracy, she
               was executed by firing squad on 27 February 1845, the anniversary of the El Conde
               uprising, now Independence Day. She became the most famous of Santana’s many victims and an iconic figure among
               Dominican patriots. Her remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

            
         

         
         	SÁNCHEZ RAMÍREZ

         
         	
            A centrally located province created by the Constitution of 1907 with the name of Cotuí, its capital city, and renamed for Spanish Reconquest hero Juan Sánchez Ramírez in 1952, during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. The town of Cotuí was founded in 1505 on the orders of Nicolás de Ovando and rapidly gained prosperity from gold mining, although it went into decline within a few decades. The province, with an area of
               1,196 sq. km (462 sq. mi.), is ringed by La Vega Province in the west, the province of Duarte to the north, and those of Monte Plata and Monseñor Nouel to the east and south. The terrain in the southern part of the province is dominated
               by the mountains of the Sierra de Yamasa, while the Cibao Valley occupies the northern portion. The Yuna River bisects Sánchez Ramírez Province, with a hydroelectric dam forming an impoundment
               called the Presa de Hatillo, one of the largest lakes in the country. Its population
               of nearly a quarter million people is supported by an economy based mainly on agriculture, with some mining operations as well.
            

            
         

         
         	SÁNCHEZ RAMÍREZ, JUAN (1762–1811)

         
         	
            The victorious general at the battle of Palo Hincado, the major battle of the War of the Spanish Reconquest, fought on 7 November 1808, when 2,000 troops from Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico defeated a force of 600 from Haiti. The following month, Sánchez Ramírez became the first captain-general of the restored
               colony of Spain. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

            
         

         
         	SÁNCHEZ VALVERDE, ANTONIO (1729–1790)

         
         	
            The greatest Dominican author and intellectual of his time. A mulatto born in Santo Domingo, Sánchez Valverde became a priest and traveled three times to Spain. His best-known work is Idea del Valor de la Isla Española (The Idea of Value on the Island of Hispaniola), published in 1785, during his last stay in Spain. In his writing, he defended creole
               society against the critics of racially mixed populations but also contended that
               slavery was integral to colonial development. His grandson was the caudillo and president   Buenaventura Báez. 
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SANCOCHO

         
         	
            The quintessential stew of the country, prepared for parties and special occasions.
               Sancocho combines different kinds of meat (beef, chicken, goat), tubers (ñame, yucca, malanga), squash, and corn on the cob, all cut into large chunks and cooked together in a
               cauldron, always in large amounts. 
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SANTANA, PEDRO (1801–1864)

         
         	
            The first president and a major caudillo in Dominican history, he was the military hero of the War of Dominican Independence and one of the dominant figures of the first 20 years of the country’s history. He
               was president three times during the period between 1844, when he seized power and
               sent the Trinitaria leadership into exile, and 1861, when he arranged the country’s annexation to Spain. Thereafter, he held the title of “captain-general of Santo Domingo” of the reconstituted colony, and led Spanish forces in the Restoration War, fighting against the forces of the Dominican nationalist rebellion.
            

            
            His father, also named Pedro, was a rancher in Hinche in the far western part of the
               country, in what is today Haiti, who fought in the battle of Palo Hincado, the major battle of the War of the Spanish Reconquest, on 7 November 1808, under the command of Juan Sánchez Ramírez. Pedro Padré moved with his family and his herd to El Seibo, where Pedro and his twin brother, Ramón, who served as his close advisor, were born.
               While Pedro was a military leader, Ramón was an intellectual. The two of them organized
               a conspiracy against the Haitian occupation in El Seibo and Higüey, and were briefly jailed for their activities when the authorities cracked down on
               such nationalist groups. After Santana’s release, Tomás Bobadilla recruited Santana to the Trinitaria movement, the conspiracy that plotted the uprising against Haiti. The Trinitarians
               gave Santana command of the military soon after the outbreak of the rebellion at El Conde Gate in Santo Domingo on 27 February 1844, and he raised an army of some 3,000 recruits. He led his forces to Azua, where they met and defeated the Haitian army on 19 March, then retreated to Baní. Juan Pablo Duarte, the leader of the Trinitaria, returned from exile and attempted to supplant Santana, but the Junta Central Guvernativa (Central Governing
               Committee), dominated by conservatives under the presidency of Bobadilla, who favored
               a protectorate under France, backed Santana. The Trinitarians ousted Bobadilla in June, replacing him with Francisco del Rosario Sánchez as president of the Central Governing Committee, and again tried to remove Santana,
               who had left command temporarily after the death of his brother Ramón. But the troops
               refused to fight for anyone else, and when Sánchez tried to arrest Santana, the commander
               of the Santo Domingo garrison, José Joaquín Puello, refused to support him or to defend the city, which Santana entered with his army
               in July. After an assassination attempt by Juan Isidro Pérez, Santana arrested Trinitaria members in the capital. Ramón Mella promoted Duarte as president in the Cibao, and he was proclaimed as president in Santiago. In response, the pro-Santana Junta issued a manifesto declaring the Trinitaria leaders
               traitors and ordering their exile. In August, a constitution was adopted in San Cristóbal that included, at Santana’s insistence, a provision giving the president broad powers,
               and he became the first constitutional president. As president, Santana ordered the
               arrest and execution by firing squad of María Trinidad Sánchez, a Trinitaria conspirator and aunt of Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, on the first
               anniversary of the Conde Gate uprising, 27 February 1845. In July 1845, Santana drew
               the opposition of the Roman Catholic Church by refusing to return the ecclesiastical properties confiscated during the Haitian
               occupation, which led to a split with Bobadilla. In late 1845, Santana’s military
               forces repelled a series of invasions from Haiti, with the army winning the land battles
               of La Estrelleta in September and Sabana de Beler in October, and the navy winning a sea engagement off Puerto Plata in December. The economy suffered in 1846, as a drought hurt the tobacco crop, and opposition to his rule increased, led by Bobadilla, until he went into
               exile. Santana ordered the execution of the Puello brothers in 1847, as his violence
               against opponents increased, with opposition to his rule increasing in response. Falling
               ill in February 1848, he returned to his ranch and then resigned the presidency in
               August.
            

            
            When Haiti invaded the country again the following year, however, Santana was called
               out of retirement to lead the army to victory at the battle of Las Carreras, the climax of the War of Dominican Independence, on 21 April 1849. He then marched
               on Santo Domingo to depose his successor, General Manuel Jimenes, and recommended that Buenaventura Báez be elected to take his place. Báez soon became Santana’s main rival for power. The
               two of them alternated as president, with Santana being the first (1844–1848), the
               fourth (1853–1856), and the eighth (1858–1861) president of the country, while Báez
               was third, sixth, 10th, 13th and 16th among chief executives. In 1853, Santana was
               elected again to replace Báez after one term as president, then sent him out of the
               country into political exile. The strong powers of the executive were confirmed in
               the Constitution of 1854, which Santana saw through to promulgation. In 1855, Spain extended diplomatic recognition of the country, in order to counter the potential
               expansion of the United States pursued by William Cazneau. The following year, Haiti invaded again, but its forces were repulsed at the bloodiest
               clashes in the history of the Dominican–Haitian wars, the battle of Santomé in December 1856 and the battle of Sabana Larga in January 1857. But opposition arose to his plans to lease or sell part of the republic
               to the United States, which an interventionist Spanish consul encouraged, until Santana
               resigned again as president in May 1856. Báez returned to the presidency and, after
               accusing Santana of plotting against the government, arrested him and sent him into
               exile in January 1857.
            

            
            Báez was overthrown in a destructive revolution that began in July 1857, which allowed
               Santana to return in August, and by September he had taken control of the revolution
               himself. He defeated the Báez forces in June 1858, with Báez going into exile again,
               then in September he repudiated the liberal Constitution of Moca, which had been adopted in February 1858, reverting to the 1854 version that gave
               the president great authority. But Santana faced ongoing financial crises caused by
               the printing of paper money, which was mainly in the hands of foreign merchants who
               protested skyrocketing exchange and inflation rates, and led Spain, France, and the
               United Kingdom to send warships in 1859 to threaten to bombard Santo Domingo. Santana
               also feared a renewed invasion from Haiti, and although the United States belatedly
               recognized the country’s independence, it also threatened to seize the island of Alta Vela, causing anxiety that further expansion would follow at the expense
               of the Dominican Republic. To counter these threats to his power, Santana arranged
               the annexation to Spain, proclaimed in March 1861. Although he received the title of “captain-general of
               Santo Domingo,” Santana soon lost his authority, as officials from Spain arrived to
               replace his supporters in the government and the military. He resigned in January
               1862, remaining in office as captain-general until July, when his replacement arrived,
               and he went into retirement with the newly granted title “marqués de Carreras.” But
               when the Restoration War broke out in 1863, Santana returned to accept a commission as general, and commanded
               Spanish forces against the nationalist rebels. He had success initially, snuffing
               out a rebellion in Santiago in April 1863, but the resistance intensified, and in
               early 1864, the nationalists repulsed his attempt to return to the Cibao. In March
               1864, he resisted orders to concentrate his dwindling army near the capital, and in
               May 1864, he was relieved of his command. Completely estranged from the Spanish authorities,
               he demanded a court martial, but before he could be sent to Cuba for that purpose,
               he died at his home in Santo Domingo on 14 June 1864. His remains are in the Panteón de la Patria.
            

            
         

         
         	SANTERÍA

         
         	
            A syncretic religious tradition that combines the beliefs of the Yoruba people of
               West Africa with elements of the Roman Catholic Church. It is closely related to the religion known as vodú or “voodoo” in Haiti. By masking African deities with the images of Catholic saints, the Yoruba who were
               enslaved in the New World made Santería a practice to allow them to continue worshipping their ancestors’ gods. It is practiced
               widely in the Dominican Republic, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, among other places. Practitioners
               worship a pantheon of spirits, each of which pairs an orisha, or god of West African origin, with a Catholic saint or one of the many representations
               of the Virgin Mary. For example, the powerful war deity Xango is linked, or “veiled,”
               by Santa Bárbara, and Oshun, the river and sea goddess, goes with the La Vírgen de
               la Caridad (The Virgin of Charity). Most adherents to Santería also identify as being Roman Catholic. They assemble altars comprising pictures and
               statuettes of saints, candles, and other sacred objects, and they conduct elaborate
               rites to bring about desired results, often with the guidance of clergy. The lower-level
               clergy are known as curanderos (those who cure), and the higher-ranking priest-figures are called santeros (those who evoke the spirits). Botánicas, religious supply stores, stock the items required in the practice of Santería: polychrome images, magic sprays, statues, prayer cards, herbs, and many others.
               The Taíno leaders who resisted the Spanish—Anacaona,  Cotubanamá, and Enriquillo—have achieved the level of deities in Dominican Santería, as the “Indians under the Ocean.” Santería is related to Espiritismo.
            

            
         

         
         	SANTIAGO

         
         	
            One of the original four provinces established by the declaration of independence from Haiti in 1844, it is the third-largest province with an area of 2,836 sq. km (1,095 sq.
               mi.), and the second most heavily inhabited, with a population of more than 900,000,
               most of them in the capital city of Santiago de los Caballeros. The mountains of the Cordillera Septentrional form the northern border, adjoining Puerto Plata Province, and those of the Cordillera Central delimit it to the south, on the border
               with San Juan Province, where the peak called Loma La Pelona (Bald Mountain) rises to 3,070 m (9,842
               ft.). Most of the province lies within the Cibao Valley, with the provinces of Santiago Rodríguez and Valverde to the west, and Espaillat and La Vega to the east. The principal river in Santiago Province is the Bao, but the Yaque del Norte, the Ámina, and the Jagua
               also water the land, which is heavily cultivated. Agriculture constitutes a large part of the provincial economy, led by the traditional crops of tobacco, coffee, plantains, rice, and beans. There is also ranching, mining of amber, and industry that produces cement, rum, and tobacco products, in addition to a  zona franca (free trade zone).
            

            
         

         
         	SANTIAGO DE LOS CABALLEROS

         
         	
            Known simply as Santiago, it is the second-largest city in the country, behind Santo Domingo, and the principal city in the Cibao region. The contemporary population of Santiago is between 700,000 and 750,000. In
               Dominican history, Santiago has rivaled the capital in economic and political significance.
               It has been at the heart of the tobacco industry since its inception in the 19th century. It was the point of origin for
               revolutionary movements on several occasions, and at other junctures has served as
               the national capital. Santiago was the birthplace of many presidents of the republic.
            

            
             Santiago is one of the oldest cities in the New World, having been founded in 1495
               on the banks of the Yaque del Norte River. Santiago de los Caballeros means “St. James of the Knights,” because Santiago is
               said to have been visited by a contingent of companions of Christopher Columbus who claimed the status of knights, calling themselves the “Hidalgos de La Isabela,” or “Noblemen of La Isabela,” the first Spanish settlement on Hispaniola. The area has been subject to earthquakes. A tremor caused the relocation of the original town in 1506, another leveled it
               in 1562, and a third severely damaged it in 1946. Santiago is the capital of the surrounding
               province of the same name, which was one of the original four provinces designated in the
               declaration independence from Haiti in 1844, when it was also known as the Province of Cibao. Santiago was the center
               of the Restoration War and is the site of the Monumento a Los Héroes de la Restauración (Monument to the
               Heroes of the Restoration), originally dedicated to the dictator Rafael Trujillo. Another artifact of the Trujillo dictatorship is the largest baseball stadium in the country, Estadio Cibao, built in 1958, where the Águilas Cibaeñas
               (Eagles of the Cibao) team plays and which seats more than 18,000. The economy is based on tobacco products, rum distilling, leather production, cacao processing, and pharmaceutical manufacturing, much of it taking place in a  zona franca that is one of the largest free trade zones in the nation.
            

            
         

         
         	SANTIAGO RODRÍGUEZ

         
         	
            A province located in the northwest, in the western part of the Cibao, named for a hero of the Restoration War. Ranchers settled the area after it had been depopulated in the Devastations in the early 1600s. The capital is San Ignacio de Sabaneta, founded in 1844, which
               has a population of more than 37,000 of the province’s approximately 57,000 people.
               With an area of 1,111 sq. km (429 sq. mi.), it is one of the smallest provinces, occupying
               only 2.3 percent of the country’s territory, and having been established in 1948,
               it is also among the nation’s newest. It is bordered by the provinces of San Juan and Elías Piña in the south, Dajabón to the west, Monte Cristi and Valverde to the north, and Santiago to the east, where part of the boundary is the large reservoir called Presa de Monción, formed by a dam on the Mao River. The modest economy of the province is based in agriculture, with tobacco and ranching being the most important activities.
            

            
         

         
         	SANTO CERRO

         
         	
            A major religious shrine of the Roman Catholic Church, and a pilgrimage site devoted to Our Lady of Mercedes, near La Vega. Santo Cerro (Holy Hill) was the site of a battle in March 1495, which was the culmination
               of a rebellion initiated by Caonabo, a cacique of the Taíno people, and continued by Guarionex, another chief, after the former’s capture. Several thousand warriors met an army
               of 200 soldiers from Spain under the command of Christopher Columbus  and reinforced by the followers of a third cacique, Guacanagarí. The forces of Guarionex surrounded them on the promontory now called Santo Cerro,
               which overlooks the Vega Real (Royal Plain). The Spanish forces faced certain defeat,
               but it is said that they took heart from the appearance of Our Lady of Mercedes above
               a cross that they had planted on the plain below, which the natives tried to set on
               fire but would not burn. Columbus ordered his inspired men to attack, and they routed
               the Taíno, capturing Guarionex. As a result, Our Lady of Mercedes became the first
               patron saint of Santo Domingo, soon joined by the Virgin of Altagracia, and the unburned cross became a miraculous relic, with a piece of it at Santo Cerro
               and another in the cathedral in the capital. Santo Cerro has been an important pilgrimage destination since the
               16th century and is still venerated, but in smaller numbers than in centuries past.
               
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SANTO DOMINGO

         
         	
            The province that surrounds the capital of Santo Domingo de Guzmán. The city of Santo Domingo was separated from the province in 2001, upon the creation
               of the Distrito Nacional  (National District), but the sprawling ex-urbs of the metropolis still account for
               most of the population of Santo Domingo Province, which stands at about 2,375,000.
               Its capital is Santo Domingo Este (East Santo Domingo), a densely populated municipality
               of some 650,000, also created in 2001 when the Federal District came into being, situated
               on the eastern side of the Ozama River. Santo Domingo Norte (North Santo Domingo) and Santo Domingo Oeste (West Santo Domingo)
               are also part of the province, which has a territory of nearly 1,300 sq. km (501 sq.
               mi.). The area has long been associated with the sugar industry, which is still a mainstay in its economy, along with tourism, especially at the heavily developed beach resort of Boca Chica, and  zona franca  free trade industrial zones. The main navy and air force bases are located in Santo Domingo Province, which borders San Cristóbal Province to the west, along the Haina River, Monte Plata Province to the north, and the province of San Pedro de Macorís to the east.
            

            
         

         
         	SANTO DOMINGO DE GUZMÁN

         
         	
            The largest city in the Dominican Republic and oldest in the hemisphere, metropolitan
               Santo Domingo has a population of 3.7 million, with 1.5 million within the city limits.
               Bartholomew Columbus initially founded the city in 1496 on the east bank of the Ozama   River near its mouth. The reason he named it Santo Domingo de Guzmán is unclear, either
               for Saint Dominic, or Sunday (Domingo), or for his father. Christopher Columbus called it Nueva Isabela, after La Isabela, the first capital established on the north coast, which a hurricane had destroyed. A hurricane also hit the new town in 1502, after which it was relocated
               to bluffs on the west bank of the river. The city grew from the riverbank to the west
               under the protection of the Torre del Homenaje, the first fortification in the Spanish colonies, its surrounding Fortaleza Ozama, and city walls. Santo Domingo was the first seat of Spain’s colonial government in the New World, where many institutions originated: the viceroy’s
               palace (the Alcázar de Colón); the judicial court called the audiencia; the first Roman Catholic church, cathedral, monastery, and convent; the first hospital; and the first  university. Sir Francis Drake sacked the city in 1586, after which the defenses were strengthened with the addition
               of bastions, the most famous being the El Conde Gate. The more formidable walls helped to repulse the attempted capture of the city
               by British forces commanded by William Penn and Robert Venables in 1655. Toussaint Louverture led an invasion from Haiti that took Santo Domingo in 1801, but forces sent from France retook it the following year. The battle of San Domingo, the last major naval battle of Napoleonic Wars, took place in the waters off the
               city’s coast in 1806. The War of the Spanish Reconquest culminated with a siege and naval blockade of the city from November 1808 to July
               1809, when the French surrendered and Spain regained control of the devastated city.
               It was briefly the capital after the declaration of independence from Spain in 1821 but was soon occupied by Haitian forces. The War of Dominican Independence from Haiti broke out at the El Conde Gate on 27 February 1844, making it the symbolic center
               of patriotism for the country. Today, the area around El Conde, now Central Park,
               is the heart of nationalist sentiment, where the remains of the founding fathers Juan Pablo Duarte, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and Ramón Mella are interred in a marble mausoleum called the “Altar de la Patria” (Altar of the Fatherland),
               where an eternal flame burns in their memory and a color guard of soldiers stands
               at attention 24 hours a day.
            

            
             As the capital of the nation, Santo Domingo was the prize fought over during numerous
               civil wars and revolutions over the decades. On one of these occasions in 1916, the forces of
               the caudillo general Desiderio Arias captured the city, which precipitated the invasion and U.S. Marine occupation of the city that lasted until 1924. Opposition to the occupation was centered in
               the city, which was the scene of mounting public demonstrations, culminating in mass
               protests called the Semana Patriotica (Patriotic Week) in June 1920, which resulted
               in the release of political prisoners jailed by the marines for violating censorship
               and sedition regulations, the relaxation of those rules, and a U.S. Senate investigation
               into the brutal tactics employed by the marines against supposed  gavilleros  (guerrillas) and the civilians suspected of supporting them. The so-called Revolution of 1930 also saw the city taken by a rebel force on the patriotic date of 27 February, but
               on that occasion the purported revolutionaries were in league with the army, which was under the command of their protégé, General Rafael Trujillo. Trujillo’s control over the city greatly increased in the wake of its utter destruction
               in September 1930, when the hurricane called San Zenón struck, which left nothing
               standing except the colonial buildings with thick stone walls. Trujillo took advantage
               of the carnage to kill political enemies, disposing of their corpses in the debris;
               in subsequently rebuilding the city, the dictator shaped it in ways that suited his
               consolidation of power, rewarding his allies and punishing any sign of opposition.
               Trujillo’s pliant Congress renamed the city Ciudad Trujillo (Trujillo City) in 1936, in one of the most glaring
               examples of the dictator’s cult of personality. Another, more tangible example is
               the grandiose National Palace he constructed in 1944, along with many other buildings dating to the era. The Feria World’s Fair in 1955 required the development of a large area of western Santo Domingo.
               The Colonial Zone was renovated into a destination for international tourism, with the Alcázar de Colón becoming the leading museum in the country. The Plaza de Cultura, developed by Joaquín Balaguer in the 1970s, is the site of other important museums. Balaguer also brought about
               the construction of the Centro Olímpico (Olympic Center) to host the Central American
               and Caribbean games in 1974, a facility that also hosted the Pan American Games in 2013. The Constitutionalist Revolt and ensuing Operation Power   Pack caused extensive damage from aerial bombing, shelling and antisniper tactics that
               resulted in the destruction of entire blocks. The Las Américas neighborhood was razed
               by Joaquín Balaguer in order to build his mentor Trujillo’s pet project, the Faro a Colón (Columbus Lighthouse), in time for the 500th anniversary of the arrival of Columbus
               in 1992.
            

            
             All branches of the national government are located in the capital of Santo Domingo:
               the executive branch with all of the presidential ministries, many with offices located
               on the Malecón or in the Feria district; the National Congress; and the Supreme Court of Justice. The Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) and 18 other colleges and universities are located in the city. The Las Américas
               Airport, now renamed José Francisco Peña Gómez, serves the city’s aviation needs. The urban transportation system includes a network of carros públicos (public cars), informal taxis that run set routes. The Santo Domingo Metro subway
               was the signal achievement of the second and third terms in office of President Leonel Fernández. Santo Domingo is the media center of the country. 
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SANTOMÉ, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            The bloody defeat of invasion forces from Haiti, which took place on 22 December 1855. The battle was the first for the famous general
               Maximo Gómez. It came a month before the Dominican victory at the battle of Sabena Larga repulsed the invasion.
            

            
         

         
         	SAONA, ISLA

         
         	
            A beautiful tropical island located just off the southeast tip of Hispaniola. It was named in 1493 by Christopher Columbus on his second voyage, after the town of Savona in Italy. The Taíno chief Cotubanamá  fled there before he was captured. Isla Saona is part of the Parque Nacional del
               Este (National Park of the East), and has been declared a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational,
               Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). It is 25 km (15.5 mi.) long and 5
               km (3.1 mi.) wide, with an area of 110 sq. km (42 sq. mi.), and is the habitat of
               abundant wildlife, in particular sea turtles, though home to only 300 people. With
               its white sand beaches lined with palm trees, the opening scene of the second Pirates of the Caribbean movie was filmed on location there, as were the advertisements for Bounty chocolate,
               which are familiar to European television viewers. Partly as a result, Isla Saona
               is a major attraction for international tourism.
            

            
         

         
         	SEMANA SANTA

         
         	
            Holy Week, the week before Easter, the most important religious holiday in the country,
               where it has been observed for centuries. During the colonial period, Holy Week was
               an austere, abstemious period punctuated by religious processions. Civic authorities
               enforced silence in Santo Domingo, prohibiting horses and wagons except for emergencies, and then only with padded
               hooves. In the late 20th century, Semana Santa developed into a week of parties and
               celebrations, with families often taking vacations on the country’s beaches, where
               foreign tourists usually dominate. The evangelical Protestant revival sweeping the
               nation in recent decades has altered the observance of Holy Week again, with fervent
               memorializing of Christ’s Passion. 
            

            
            See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SENATE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	SLAVERY

         
         	
            The native Taíno people of Hispaniola did not practice enslavement, but were themselves enslaved, first in small numbers
               by the Carib people, who captured them on raids launched from Puerto Rico, then by the invaders
               from Spain, who conquered the island soon after the arrival of Christopher Columbus. The practice of repartimiento, implemented in the colony of Santo Domingo, apportioned the Taíno inhabitants to the settlers, who forced them into mining for gold and cultivating sugar. Friar Antonio Montesino decried the abuse of the enslaved Taíno, whose cause Bartolomé  de las Casas took up. Known as the “Defender of the Indians,” de las Casas convinced King Ferdinand
               to shield the native people from the worst abuses. The Laws of Burgos prohibited their
               enslavement, but could not prevent the demographic collapse of the indigenous population,
               brought on by a combination of diseases and brutal treatment. To meet the need for
               labor, the Spanish imported captive people from Africa to enslave in the colonial
               mines and plantations. The first Africans brought to Santo Domingo arrived in 1519,
               marking the start of the Atlantic slave trade, which would last until the mid-19th
               century. Soon thereafter, the colony began to decline in relative importance to Mexico,
               Peru, and Cuba, leading to a decrease in the Spanish population, as colonists sought
               out the more lucrative opportunities elsewhere in the New World empire of Spain. As
               a result, the Dominican colonial experience with slavery differed markedly from that
               of its Caribbean, Latin American, and North American neighbors. Although slavery was
               introduced there first, the importation of enslaved people ended sooner than other
               places. Because plantation agriculture never developed to the same extent, with the economy based on logging, free-range ranching, and contraband trade, slavery never became as widespread in the colony as it did elsewhere in the region.
               There was less demand for workers, and so more enslaved people gained their freedom.
               Before long, there were more free people of color than enslaved, a situation unique
               among the colonies. Nonetheless, the institution of slavery endured, although there
               were relatively few enslaved people. Abolition for the 25,000 enslaved people in the
               Spanish colony came with the invasion by Toussaint Louverture from the incipient Republic of Haiti in January 1801. One year later, with the return of French troops, slavery was reinstated.
               Haiti invaded in February 1805 to prevent slave-hunting from the Spanish side, but
               during the ensuing period when Spain regained control, called España Boba, slavery was instituted once more. It was not abolished again until Haiti invaded
               the newly proclaimed Dominican Republic in 1822. After the outbreak of the War of Dominican Independence on 27 February 1844, the first law enacted by the new government of the Dominican
               Republic, on 1 March, confirmed abolition. Another law against the slave trade followed
               on 17 July 1844, declaring that enslaved people would be freed upon arrival in the
               country.
            

            
         

         
         	SOSA, SAMMY (1968– )

         
         	
            A Major League Baseball player famous for hitting home runs, including 66 during the
               1998 season, and infamous for his apparent use of steroids. He was born in the sugar district of Consuelo near San Pedro de Macorís, the city that has probably produced more Major Leaguers than any in the world, and
               made his debut with the Texas Rangers in 1989. He was traded to the Chicago White
               Sox before the end of the season, and played the 1990 and 1991 seasons with them.
               A slender outfielder, his numbers at the outset of his career gave no indication of
               his later slugging prowess, as he had a .233 batting average with 15 home runs (HRs)
               in 1990, and hit only .203 with 10 homers the next year. He signed with the Chicago
               Cubs in 1992 and spent most of his career with them, until 2004. His first season
               as a Cub, he upped his average to .260, but managed only eight home runs. From then
               on, his numbers and his physical size exploded, as he hit 33 homers in 1993, then
               hit .300 with 25 HRs in 1994. He was named to his first All-Star game in 1995, an
               honor he received seven times. He hit 36 home runs that year, 40 the next, and 36
               again in 1997. Then came the epic 1998 season, when he and Mark McGuire, another slugger
               whose body had thickened over the previous few years, engaged in an unprecedented
               home run record chase, as they both broke the marks set by Babe Ruth and Roger Maris,
               with McGuire besting Sosa’s 66 homers with 70 of his own, four of them hit in the
               last two games of the season. Sosa also hit .308 and led the National League in runs
               batted in (RBIs), leading the Cubs to a playoff berth, and being named Sportsman of
               the Year by Sports Illustrated, together with McGuire, both of them appearing on the cover of the magazine. A parade
               in New York and an appearance at the United Nations followed. Sosa continued his prodigious
               power output in 1999, with 63 home runs in 1999 (beaten again by McGuire with 65)
               and 50 in 2000 (when he finally led the league). He became the first man to hit 60
               in three seasons in 2001, when he knocked out 64, falling short of the 73 hit by Barry
               Bonds, another formerly slender player who had become a man-mountain in a few years.
               He led the league again with 49 in 2002, and then went to the playoffs with the Cubs
               in 2003, a season tainted for Sosa when he was suspended for using an illegal corked
               bat. Injuries plagued him in 2004, his last with the Cubs. In 2005, he was called
               to testify before Congress as part of an investigation into the use of performance
               enhancing drugs in professional sports, where he joined Mark McGuire as a witness.
               His lawyer spoke on his behalf, denying the accusations, but failed to dispel the
               suspicions that he had bulked up on steroids. Sosa finished his career with the Baltimore
               Orioles (2005–2006) and Texas Rangers (2007–2008), with his numbers in constant decline.
               He retired with 609 home runs, 2,408 hits for a lifetime average of .273, and 1,667
               RBIs. Seemingly assured a place in the Baseball Hall of Fame before the congressional
               hearings in 2005, Sosa’s chances of induction were completely dashed in 2009 when
               he was named as one of the many prominent players who tested positive for performance
               enhancing drugs back in 2003, when he was in the prime of his career. When he became
               eligible for the Hall of Fame in 2013, he received barely 12 percent of the vote,
               a figure that declined to less than 8 percent in 2014, making it unlikely that his
               steroid-era achievements will be recognized there. In the meantime, Sosa’s experiments
               with dermatological treatments to lighten his complexion have made the man who was
               once revered as “Slammin’ Sammy,” possibly the most famous Dominican of his time,
               into something of a laughing stock.
            

            
         

         
         	SOSUA

         
         	
            The name of a picturesque bay and town on the north coast that have a colorful history.
               Sosua began as a banana plantation for United Fruit Company in the 1920s, but it proved to be unprofitable
               for the corporation, which sold it to the dictator Rafael Trujillo in the early 1930s. He created a refugee colony there in 1939 for Jewish immigrants
               from Europe fleeing Nazi oppression. The gesture was calculated to repair the damage
               to his reputation that the Haitian Massacre of 1937 had done. The Sosua Jewish Refugee Settlement, as it was called, was announced with
               a target of taking in 100,000 people, but reached a population of about 600 at its
               height. Its most lasting achievement was Productos Sosua (Sosua Products), a modern
               dairy and meat-producing company. Tourism development followed in the 1980s, centering on the reef-sheltered, crescent-shaped
               white sand beach along Sosua Bay, making the adjacent town one of the leading destinations
               in the country. The bifurcation between the two sections of Sosua reflects the disequilibrium
               of the tourist economy in general, with poor Dominicans living in a barrio called Los Charamícos at one
               end of the beach, and working in the service sector at the other end of the beach,
               in the part of Sosua where comparatively wealthy foreign tourists and expatriates
               reside in hotels and condominium developments, ironically called El Batey (a slum where sugar workers live).
            

            
         

         
         	SPAIN, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            The influence of the Dominican Republic’s mother country on the nation’s history has
               been profound. Established by Christopher Columbus as Spain’s first colony in the New World, Santo Domingo remained within the Spanish Empire until 1795, when it was ceded to France in the Peace of Basel. It returned to the Spanish colonial fold in 1809, when the War of the Spanish Reconquest occurred. The ensuing period is called España Boba (Stupid Spain), during which the Spanish officials in charge of the government alienated
               the local Dominican population, leading to a declaration of independence from Spain in 1821, written by José Núñez de Cáceres, who was himself a high-ranking Spanish government official. In 1861, Pedro Santana negotiated the Dominican Republic’s renewed annexation to Spain, which provoked widespread nationalist resistance. Armed opposition became the Restoration War, which ended in defeat for Spain. While the withdrawal of Spanish forces ended the
               colonial relationship between Spain and the Dominican Republic once and for all, the
               cultural influence of the erstwhile mother country remained strong, particularly on
               the nation’s intellectual elite, many of whom spent time and often received their
               higher education in Madrid, among other European cities. This identification with
               Hispanic heritage reached its height during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, when the government promoted it as a national policy. The personal relationship
               between Trujillo and Spanish dictator Francisco Franco, highlighted by the former’s
               state visit to Spain in 1954, exemplified these bilateral ties. Another high point
               of Dominican foreign relations with Spain was the 1992 quincentennial of the first voyage of Columbus, commemorated
               at enormous expense by the administration of Joaquín Balaguer  and highlighted by the inauguration of the Faro a Colón. Although not as pronounced as it was during the Trujillo regime, the valorization
               of the Dominican Republic’s legacy as the first—and among the last—of the colonies
               of Spain’s New World Empire, continues to be strong in the nation’s constructed cultural
               and racial identity. As in the past, associations with Spain are often held up in
               contrast to—and denial of—the Dominican Republic’s relations with Haiti, and the mixed African ancestry of the majority of its citizens.
            

            
         

         
         	SPIRITISM

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	SPORTS

         
         	
            The most important sports in the Dominican Republic are cockfighting, which dates to the earliest period of colonization by Spain, and baseball, which became popular in the 20th century. It is difficult to determine which of
               the two has the greater following today. The distinctive structures called galleras (cockfighting rings) can be found in every sizeable town and often in the countryside,
               while games of baseball are ubiquitous every day that weather permits, taking place
               everywhere from stadiums to vacant lots. Boxing is also popular, with the country having produced 13 world champions. The first of
               them was lightweight Carlos “Teo” Cruz in 1968, the most durable was Leonardo “Leo”
               Cruz, who defended his title four times, and the most recent was super-bantamweight
               Juan Guzmán. Basketball has gained popularity more recently, especially in urban areas where there is less
               open space to play baseball. The first Dominican player to be drafted in the first
               round of the National Basketball Association was Felipe López in 1998, who was featured
               on the cover of Sports Illustrated while he was still in high school in New York. Young Dominican men view both baseball and basketball as potential avenues for wealth
               and fame, which they have proved to be for an increasing number of them, who have
               found success in the United States as professional players in Major League Baseball, the National Basketball Association,
               and the minor and developmental leagues subsidiary to each.
            

            
             Government support for sports dates to the regime of Rafael Trujillo, which inaugurated the Juegos Olímpicos Nacionales (National Olympic Games) in 1937.
               This event, renamed the Juegos Deportivos Nacionales (National Sporting Games), continues
               to be held periodically with government sponsorship. The government established the
               Dirección General de Deportes (General Sports Directorate, DGD) in 1943 for such purposes.
               The short-lived Council of State government established the Comité Olímpico Dominicano
               (Dominican Olympic Committee, COD) in 1962, commencing the country’s participation
               in the International Olympics. The most successful Olympic athlete of Dominican ethnicity
               is runner Félix Sánchez, who won the gold medal in the 400-meter race at the 2004
               Olympic Games in Athens, Greece. The cabinet-level Secretaría del Estado de Deportes,
               Educación Física, y Recreación (Secretary of State for Sports, Physical Education
               and Recreation, SEDEFIR) came into being in 1974, when Joaquín Balaguer was president. Its first task was to host the XII Juegos Centroamericanos y del Caribe (12th Central
               American and Caribbean Games) in Santo Domingo the same year, which necessitated the construction of the Centro Olímpico (Olympic
               Center). The Dominican Republic hosted the Central American and Caribbean Games again
               in 1986, the 15th edition, this time in Santiago, and the Pan American Games in 2003, held at the Centro Olímpico. Perhaps the greatest Dominican sports star
               of all time, baseball Hall of Fame member Juan Marichal, later held the position of minister of sports in the administrations of Leonel Fernández.
            

            
         

         
         	“STUPID SPAIN”

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	SUERO, JUAN (1808–1864)

         
         	
            Prominent military figure of color, he fought against Haiti during the War of Dominican Independence, but then fought on behalf of the annexation to Spain during the Restoration War. Because of his aggressive leadership, the Spanish troops called him “El Cid Negro”
               (The Black Cid), after the famous medieval nobleman from Castile known as “El Cid”
               (The Lord). He was born with the name Ceferino Suero Carmona in San Cristóbal, apparently the child of the parish priest, Jesús Fabián Ayala y García, who had
               fought in the War of the Spanish Reconquest. He enlisted in the military during the occupation by Haiti, when he adopted the name Juan Suero, and then fought with the Trinitaria forces during the war for independence. He commanded a battalion in the battle of
               Sabana Larga, 24 January 1856, which repelled an invasion from Haiti led by Emperor Faustin Soulouque.
               In 1857, Suero sided with Ramón Mella and took part in the revolution that the Trinitarian led against Buenaventura Báez, when he rose to the rank of general during a campaign to Samaná. Suero was the military commander of Moca when Pedro Santana announced the annexation to Spain in 1861, which he supported, and he is said to have subverted an uprising against
               it by infiltrating it in disguise. He went on to command the Spanish forces at Puerto Plata, and after the grito de Capotillo, he led them on a march to Santiago and relieved the besieged garrison in the colonial fortification of Fortaleza San Luís. After a bloody battle in September 1863, they were forced
               to retreat to Puerto Plata. Suero subsequently took command of an area close to Santo Domingo, where his troops fought an engagement with a Dominican contingent under the leadership
               of Gregorio Luperón at a crossing of the Yabacao River in March 1864, where Suero was mortally wounded.
            

            
         

         
         	SUGAR

         
         	
            The main export of the Dominican Republic for a century, sugarcane cultivation has
               had an enormous impact on the nation’s history and economy. Christopher Columbus is said to have introduced sugarcane, which is a perennial grass of the genus Saccharum, to Hispaniola from the Canary Islands on his second voyage in 1493. The first plantations for cultivating sugarcane and
               producing sugar employed the trapiche technology of harnessing animals or enslaved humans to operate the grinding process.
               The indigenous Taíno people were initially enslaved to do the work of cultivation, but with their drastic
               decline in numbers, the importation of enslaved people from Africa began in the early
               16th century. The first large sugar plantations were located near Santo Domingo, upriver on the Ozama River (an area where sugar still grows), and near the mouth of the Boca River, called Boca Nigua (now the site of the only restored colonial sugar mill). Large-scale plantation cultivation
               did not take hold in Santo Domingo, however, with one result being there was less
               reliance on slavery and more free people of color. Mass planting of sugarcane did not begin until the
               annexation to Spain, when Spanish and Italian immigrants arrived in the country with capital to invest,
               the Vicini family being the best known of them. Several families from Cuba arrived in the 1870s, building
               modern facilities called centrales, and introducing steam technology to the transport and refining of sugarcane. Other
               sources of foreign capital soon followed in the form of investment banks in New York, which also operated a small group of powerful sugar corporations in interlocking
               directorates. By 1907, there were 14 centrales operating, seven of them owned in the United States, four of them belonging to the Vicini Group. Half of the 14 sugar plantations, comprising
               two thirds of the sugar land in cultivation, were in the vicinity of San Pedro de Macorís, and another quarter in the province of Santo Domingo. The first full-scale sugar factory, the U.S.-owned Central La Romana, a subsidiary of South Porto Rico Sugar Company, opened in that city in 1911 and
               was soon the largest, with cultivation in the surrounding area expanding rapidly.
               Sugar cultivation involves periods of frantic activity at planting and harvest times,
               alternating with the period when there is little that needs to be done, called the
               tiempo muerto (dead time), which has always made it a problematic activity for free laborers, who
               face chronic underemployment (and still do). For this and other reasons, the sugar
               industry in the Dominican Republic has always faced labor shortages. The corporations
               brought in laborers from the British West Indies, the origin of the cocolo  population and culture. Later, workers from Haiti would become the dominant labor force. The growing consolidation of sugar-producing
               acreage and production facilities by U.S. corporations accelerated during the marine occupation of the county, 1916–1924, when sugar output grew from less than 87,000 tons to more
               than 371,000 tons. The Barahona Company formed in New York in 1916, and, by exploiting laws that broke up lands held
               in common (terrenos comuneras), acquired nearly 50,000 acres of land in a short time, becoming the second-largest
               plantation. Barahona Company owned 10 percent of the province of that name, destroying
               hardwood forests of mahogany and other trees to plant sugarcane, and gained water rights for the Yaque del Sur
               River to irrigate, denying the local peasants their traditional access. Central Romana
               estate came into legal possession of two villages in 1921 and burned them to increase
               sugar acreage. The occupation coincided with the Dance of the Millions, 1919–1920, when sugar prices skyrocketed on the world market. By 1924, more than
               428,000 acres were in sugar cultivation and 19 large mills were in operation, with
               more than 326,000 acres owned by the five largest centrales. Central Romana was largest of all, with two mills and nearly 145,000 acres under
               its control, Vicini Group owned three, and the Cuban Dominican Sugar Company, based
               in New York, owned 10 sugar mills. 
            

            
            The price of sugar collapsed with the Great Depression, just before Rafael Trujillo took power in 1930. During the Haitian Massacre of 1937, Haitian workers on the sugar estates escaped death, and despite the slaughter, thousands
               of Haitian contract laborers continued to enter the country for set periods of time
               to harvest the cane. During his long dictatorship, Trujillo pressured the foreign sugar companies to sell out to him, until by 1957
               he had personally acquired all but the Vicini Group’s interests and South Porto Rico
               Sugar Company’s Central Romana, still the largest estate in the country. Trujillo
               constructed the largest sugar refinery in the world at Haina in 1953 and formed three sugar corporations of his own— Azucarera Haina, Azucarera
               Nacional, and Azucarera Yaque—which owned 12 of the 16 mills in the country. National
               sugar production expanded to 1.1 million metric tons during the last year of the regime.
               One of the main concerns of Trujillo’s foreign relations was to obtain a larger quota of the U.S. sugar market, which he was unable to accomplish;
               instead, the Eisenhower administration punished him for his human rights violations by ending the quota entirely in 1960. 
            

            
            After Trujillo’s assassination in 1961, his vast holdings, both in acreage and in
               sugar mills, were nationalized and administered by the Consejo Estatal del Azúcar
               (CEA), the National Sugar Council. Sugar production declined to less than 800,000
               metric tons in 1963, when President Juan Bosch was in office, and the instability of the years after his fall prevented a rebound,
               as production dropped to 550,000 tons in 1965, year of the Constitutionalist Revolt and resulting Operation Power Pack. But sugar prices rose to record levels in the late 1960s and early 1970s, which
               buoyed the economy during the Twelve Years’ period of President Joaquín Balaguer from 1966 to 1978. Resurgent sugar prices energized the industry, with volumes reaching
               nearly 1 million metric tons in 1971 and nearing 1.2 million metric tons in 1976.
               Balaguer pushed a national cane-cutting campaign in 1973 in an attempt to set the
               record for an annual harvest. Not only did the CEA benefit from the boom, so did the
               Gulf and Western Corporation, which had acquired South Porto Rico Sugar Company, and
               along with it Central Romana, in 1967. Gulf and Western further developed their La
               Romana holdings by constructing the exclusive Casa de Campo resort and the Altos de
               Chavón art complex, boosting national tourism. Central Romana owned 300,000 acres and employed 19,000 people, making it the largest
               private employer and taxpayer in the country. But the company sold its interests to
               the Fanjul Brothers of Florida, who still operate Central Romana, in 1985, after sugar
               prices collapsed again during the late 1970s and 1980s. The decline damaged the Dominican
               economy and prevented the success of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) administrations in office after 1978, as production went from nearly 12 million
               tons in 1976 to 7.7 million tons in 1986. Balaguer returned to power that year, but
               the decline continued, reaching 6 million tons in 1996, when he left office for the
               final time. There was no lasting resurgence under the administrations of Leonel Fernández and Hipólito Mejía, with the all-time low of 440,000 tons coming in 1999, and only recovering to reach
               575,000 tons in 2014. Hurricane Georges dealt the death blow to many of the CEA-owned properties, accelerating the
               decline. Sugar has lost its prominence in the economy to other sectors, such as tourism, manufacturing for export at  zonas francas  (free trade zones), and remittances sent by Dominicans and Dominican   Americans living abroad.
            

            
            Central Romana dominates the contemporary sugar industry, with 62 percent of production,
               followed by the Vicini Group at 25 percent, and 10 percent from the former CEA property
               at Barahona, now a private enterprise. The rest of CEA’s original 12 mills have all
               closed, although their batey areas continue to house many unemployed workers and their families. The sugar industry’s
               continued reliance on untold numbers of cane-cutters from Haiti or of Haitian descent
               (up to 90 percent of the workforce), and the practice of housing them in squalid bateyes, has made it the object of international criticism. Many of these individuals face
               deportation as a result of losing their Dominican citizenship and/or legal status
               in the country under the Constitution of 2010.
            

            
         

         
         	SUPREME COURT

         
         	
            Under the constitution, the Supreme Court of Justice holds the judicial authority, and is the only body
               authorized to hear cases against the president, ministers of the cabinet, and members of Congress. Appointed by the National Council of Magistrates, the 16 Supreme Court judges serve
               terms of seven years. The National Council of Magistrates, created in 1994 to encourage
               the independence of the judicial branch of government, is comprised of five members:
               the president of the Senate and another senator of a different political party; the president of the Chamber of Deputies and another deputy of a different party;
               and the president of the Supreme Court. The president of the republic presides, and
               another Supreme Court judge acts as secretary. The judges of the Supreme Court appoint
               judges of the lower courts and hear appeals of the lower courts’ decisions. In addition
               to the Supreme Court, there is a Constitutional Court to weigh the constitutionality
               of legislation and executive actions, whose judges serve nine-year terms.
            

            
         

      

      
      
   
      T

      
      
      
         
         	TAÍNO

         
         	
            The indigenous people of Hispaniola and the surrounding islands of the Antilles, the Taíno have also been called the Arawak and Taíno Arawak. The Taíno followed
               the Casimiroid culture, which arrived on the island from the west about 4,000 BCE, and the Sisimoid culture,
               which arrived on the island from the east around the year 250 CE. The Taíno culture
               is thought to have developed from the interaction between the earlier peoples, becoming
               the classic Taíno around the year 1,000. By the late 1400s, the Taíno had divided
               the island into five areas, called cacicazgos, ruled by chiefs called caciques. The five chiefdoms were called Higüey, Maguá, Maguana, Marién, and Jaragua. To subsist, the Taíno harvested seafood and practiced agriculture by planting conucos of mixed food crops. They were accomplished weavers and pottery makers. They built
               towns, some the size of cities, with wood and thatch structures called bohíos, some large enough for gatherings of hundreds of people. They built large canoes
               (which is a Taíno word) and were accomplished mariners who ranged across the region’s
               seas, fishing and trading. They also came into conflict with Caribs, the more warlike culture that expanded in the Lesser Antilles and who raided Hispaniola.
               Taíno religion involved the worship of a broad pantheon of gods, which they believed had power over
               weather and agriculture, among other things. Represented by statues, figurines, and
               amulets, the gods and their representations are called zemis.
            

            
            Estimates of the Taíno population at the time of contact with Spain have increased over the years, as archaeological and textual research has provided
               more and more evidence that Hispaniola was crowded before Christopher Columbus arrived. A Spanish census from 1496 counted more than one million working-age adults
               under the dominion of the invaders, not counting the very young and old, or those
               who had fled out of reach. These individuals were enslaved for mining and plantation cultivation, and when they resisted, the Spanish colonizers slaughtered
               them in military campaigns. Within a half century, their numbers had dwindled to the tens of thousands,
               the result of abuse and the many diseases that had been introduced from the Old World
               into a population without resistance to new pathogens. Despite the myth of the “extinction”
               of the Taíno people a century after Columbus, the fact is that Taíno DNA is present
               in the contemporary Dominican gene pool, with recent research suggesting that the
               average Dominican has more than 6 percent Amerindian DNA, and some individuals having
               much higher levels. 
            

         

         
         	TALANQUERA, BATTLE OF

         
         	
            A battle fought during the War of Dominican Independence from Haiti in 1844, remembered only because tradition holds that merengue originated there. The story goes that a cowardly soldier named Tomás Torres abandoned
               his post when he thought the battle was lost, taking the flag with him. After the
               Dominican forces rallied and defeated their Haitian enemies, they ridiculed Torres
               with a song with the chorus “Tomás fled with the flag,” and a distinctive rhythm that
               became merengue. The tale is almost certainly apocryphal.
            

         

         
         	TAVÁREZ JUSTO, MANUEL AURELIO “MANOLO” (1931–1963)

         
         	
            Leader of the Movimiento Revolucionario 14 de Junio (Revolutionary June 14 Movement) against the dictator Rafael Trujillo, and husband of Minerva Mirabal of the Mirabal sisters. Tavárez Justo was born in Monte Cristi and moved to Santo Domingo, where he attended the university and earned his law degree in 1955. While in law school, he began secretly to organize
               opponents of the repressive Trujillo regime, including Minerva Mirabal, a fellow student,
               whom he married in 1955. Tavárez Justo founded the June 14 Movement, modeled on the
               guerrilla force that landed in Cuba in 1956 and brought Fidel Castro to power in 1959.
               The name “1J4,” as it was abbreviated, commemorated the failed exile invasions at Estero Hondo and Maimón on 14 June 1959. The group went about the dangerous business of acquiring weapons,
               which the government tightly controlled, and the omnipresent secret police discovered
               the 1J4’s activities. They arrested, imprisoned, and tortured Tavárez Justo and most
               of those implicated in the conspiracy, including his spouse and sisters-in-law. Trujillo
               released the Mirabal sisters, only to have them abducted and murdered on 25 November
               1960, after they had visited their husbands in jail in Puerto Plata. Tavárez Justo remained in prison until the dictator’s death on 30 May 1961. Upon
               his release, he transformed the June 14 Movement into a political party that participated
               in the free elections held in December 1962, which brought Juan Bosch into office as president in February 1963. After a coup deposed Bosch on 25 September 1963, Tavárez Justo led
               the 1J4 in armed resistance to the military rule of the Triumvirate government. In late November, he and his followers took to the mountains of the Cordillera Central, where government forces attacked them at Las Manaclas on
               21 December 1963. All 29 of them were killed, with Tavárez Justo being captured alive
               and then executed. In 2004, the Congress passed a law declaring Tavárez Justo and his followers as national heroes.
            

         

         
         	TEJERA, EMILIANO (1841–1923)

         
         	
            A prominent social critic, intellectual, and politician. He was born in Santo Domingo, the son of Juan Nepomuceno Tejera, who was a member of the Trinitaria organization that fought for Dominican independence in 1844. He was educated in the seminary under Archbishop Arturo Meriño and later taught there as a professor of literature. He strenuously opposed the annexation to Spain arranged by Pedro Santana, writing protests that he published anonymously in Madrid, which infuriated the colonial
               authorities, who then launched an investigation to discover the identity of the author.
               Tejera went into exile in Venezuela, and then returned after the Restoration War to become a deputy in the Constitutional Assembly. When Buenaventura Báez came to power as president, he dissolved the assembly and jailed Tejera for his liberal political positions.
               Tejera also served as deputy in the assembly that produced the progressive Constitution of 1874, which President Ignacio María González promptly canceled. González appointed Tejera as a diplomat to Haiti, and he worked on negotiations to resolve the border dispute with the neighboring
               republic under Ulises Heureaux. He was minister of finance under Horacio Vásquez. He advocated the development of agriculture and blamed the lifestyle of the montero for the undeveloped state of the economy. Named to be foreign minister in 1905, he negotiated the Convention of 1907, which
               formalized the Dominican Customs Receivership. During the U.S. Marine occupation, Tejera was president of Unión Nacional Dominicana (National Dominican Union), organized
               to protest the loss of sovereignty. His best-known written work is his 1926 book arguing
               for the authenticity of the bones said to be those of Christopher Columbus found in the cathedral in Santo Domingo  and now located in the Faro a Colón.
            

         

         
         	TELEVISION

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	TÍGUERE

         
         	
            In the Dominican Republic, a “tiger” refers to a kind of rooster used in cockfighting. As a slang term, tíguere refers to a man-on-the-make figure, in particular one going from rags to riches.
               A sharp operator, especially of the Casanova type, is also called a tíguere. The figure of speech goes back a long way in Dominican parlance, with Rafael Damirón having composed an essay about the young street people of Santo Domingo entitled “El Tíguere” in 1895. The rise of Rafael Trujillo from obscurity to being a sexually dominating dictator established him as a tíguere on a grand scale, while his playboy alter ego Porfirio Rubirosa embodied the ideal of tiguerismo on an international stage during his regime. Joaquín Balaguer, Trujillo’s former puppet president, adopted the fighting cock as the symbol of his political party, the Partido Reformista (PR), called the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) after 1986. As a result of this long tradition of multivalent usage, tíguere is still one of the most frequently referenced metaphors in Dominican popular culture.
            

         

         
         	TOBACCO

         
         	
            A plant that is native to Hispaniola, the Taíno people smoked it, and the Spanish quickly adopted its use and began to cultivate
               it after the arrival of Christopher Columbus. By the late 18th century, tobacco was one of the principal components of the colonial
               economy of Santo Domingo, becoming the most important commodity in the national economy in the 19th century.
               Grown principally in the Cibao Valley and exported through Puerto Plata, tobacco spurred the development of the northern region. Early in the 20th century,
               the establishment of factories to manufacture cigars and cigarettes provided other
               tobacco products for export, mainly to Europe. Tobacco remained an important sector
               of Dominican agriculture throughout the century, with 33 tobacco firms operating in the country, most of them
               in the environs of Santiago, where cigar and cigarette factories operated in the  zonas  francas (free trade zones) in the later part of the period. In the 21st century, tobacco production has
               suffered from a drop in demand and increased global competition. Nevertheless, tobacco
               remains significant in Dominican culture, where smoking continues to be prevalent
               and closely associated with the country, as Dominican cigars rival those of Cuba in
               quality and reputation. 
            

         

         
         	TORRE DEL HOMENAJE

         
         	
            The Tower of Homage is the oldest European-built structure in the New World. It is
               a fortification located in the Colonial Zone in Santo Domingo on the bluffs of the Ozama River, constructed on the orders of Bartholomew Columbus in 1502. The tower’s rock walls are 2 m (6 ft.) thick, allowing it to withstand hurricanes and earthquakes. The Torre del Homenaje and its surrounding Fortaleza Ozama were the center of military power well into the 20th century but gained infamy during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who enlarged Fortress Ozama as a centrally located military base and turned the
               tower’s dungeons into a dreaded political prison. While part of Fortress Ozama is
               still employed as a military base, the Torre del Homenaje has mainly been one of the
               top tourism attractions in the capital city since the 1970s.
            

         

         
         	TORRES, TOMÁS

         
         	
            See ; .
            

         

         
         	TOURISM

         
         	
            The first tourists to the country were 19th-century travelers whose accounts provide
               some of the best information that exists about the nation’s early history. The Zona
               Colonial (Colonial Zone) in Santo Domingo was filled with dilapidated or ruined structures dating to the first decades after
               the founding of the first European city in the Western Hemisphere. This area has been
               restored and now contains a concentration of the country’s most important and most
               visited museums. 
            

            
            Beaches, however, are the major attraction for tourists. The first of the beach resorts
               was Boca Chica, which is not coincidentally the closest beach to Santo Domingo, which is surrounded
               for miles by a coastline of jagged rocks. It has been attracting foreign visitors
               since the 1890s, with the first development of vacation homes for foreigners built
               there in the 1920s. Rafael Trujillo developed the infrastructure for tourism during his long dictatorship, beginning
               with the construction of a series of government-owned and -operated hotels featuring
               luxurious amenities and contemporary architecture. The locations of these first modern hotels prefigured the major tourist destinations
               of the country down to the present day. The first and most famous of the dictatorship’s hostelries was the Hotel La Jaragua in Santo Domingo, designed by Yale University–trained architect Guillermo Sánchez
               González. Other hotel sites included Boca Chica, Samaná, Constanza, and San Pedro de Macorís, among others. The most grandiose of Trujillo’s efforts to attract international
               tourists was the Feria of 1955, an attempted world’s fair, which required the construction of sprawling
               grounds in the capital. The Trujillo regime’s tourism development initiative also
               targeted the Colonial Zone, with the renovation or complete reconstruction of many
               centuries-old structures. The Alcázar de Colón received the most attention, reopening to great fanfare in 1957; it is now the most
               visited museum in the country. The regime also opened a national tourism office in
               New York that issued press releases and took out advertisements to promote the country as
               a destination. The development of aviation facilitated this effort, with jet passenger service to Santo Domingo beginning in
               1959. The most famous resort is the Casa del Campo complex near La Romana, built by the sugar giant Gulf and Western Corporation when Joaquín Balaguer was in office, which is one of the most extensive and exclusive in the region and
               includes the Altos de Chavón art complex. Balaguer encouraged that development and many other projects to enhance
               tourism during his two long periods in office, such as the waterfront in Samaná and the Faro a Colón in Santo Domingo, completed in time for the 1992 quincentennial of the arrival of
               Christopher Columbus. That occasion prompted Balaguer to launch a campaign to clean up Santo Domingo,
               further restore the Colonial Zone, and construct a new terminal for cruise ships across
               the Ozama River from the Alcázar. The hoped-for wave of tourists did not materialize that year, despite
               these efforts. By then, the resort district of Punta Cana on the eastern tip had become the destination for most travelers to the country,
               with an international airport opening there in 1984. More than 60 percent of tourists
               to the country now go to Punta Cana. In 1978, nonresident passenger arrivals to the
               country by air numbered 304,000, but by 1983, the number exceeded a half million,
               and surpassed  1  million in 1988. The  2-million mark had been passed by the year
               2000, and hit a total of 4,124,543 arrivals 10 years later, when another nearly half
               million visited briefly by cruise ship. There are nearly 700 hotels with more than
               60,000 rooms, the most of any Caribbean country. There are also more than 30 casinos.
               The tourism sector employs more than 180,000 people, about  6  percent of the workforce.
               Around 70 percent of all travelers to the Caribbean visit the Dominican Republic.
               
            

         

         
         	TRADE

         
         	
            The island of Hispaniola is well situated for interaction and exchange with Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Bahamas,
               and other Caribbean islands, perhaps all the way to the mainland, which permitted
               the native Taíno people to engage in active trade long before the arrival of Europeans in ships. After
               the invasion by Spain that unfolded after the arrival of Christopher Columbus, the first transatlantic trade commenced. The most important commodity was gold,
               which the Spanish extracted in significant amounts in mining operations depending on slavery, beginning with Taíno people and later people brought from Africa in the slave trade.
               But the trade in gold, exported from the colony of Santo Domingo on rare occasions in fleets protected by the Armada de Barlovento and the slave trade both rapidly declined in the 16th century as the far richer colonies
               of Mexico and Peru, among other places, gained greater importance. With a small population,
               relatively few of them enslaved, Santo Domingo failed to develop a lucrative plantation
               economy, with little officially sanctioned trade carried on during the 17th and 18th
               centuries. Illicit trade, however, flourished, carried out with the French side of
               the island and with passing ships by monteros  and buccaneers. Haiti became the most important trade partner after its independence in 1804, until 1822,
               when the Haitian occupation of the new Dominican Republic began. Trade slowed from then until independence in
               1844 because Haiti was ostracized by the international community, and the economy suffered. After the War of Dominican Independence, ranching was the principal economic activity, with hides as a leading export, along
               with hardwoods, especially mahogany. The increasing cultivation of tobacco in the late 19th century, particularly in the Cibao, made it the leading export commodity, along with coffee. Around the turn of the 20th century, sugar gained the dominant role, which it retained until the 1980s. 
            

            
             The country exports $9.8 billion worth of goods, with the United States the leading trade partner, receiving 46 percent of them (75 percent in terms of value),
               with Haiti second at 17 percent and China third at 4 percent. The leading exports
               are ferronickel, sugar, gold, silver, coffee, cocoa, tobacco, meat, and consumer goods
               manufactured in free trade zones (FTZ, zonas francas). The percentage of total exports accounted for by FTZs is more than 60 percent,
               equal to more than $4 billion in trade.  The nation imports $16.8 billion in goods,
               principally from the United States (42 percent), with Venezuela, China, Mexico, and
               Colombia accounting for a combined 23 percent. The main imports are food, petroleum,
               textiles, chemicals, and pharmaceuticals. The Dominican Republic is a signatory of
               the Dominican Republic-Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR). 
            

         

         
         	TRANSPORTATION

         
         	
            Occupying territory dominated by mountain ranges and rivers, with few natural harbors, the Dominican Republic was slow to develop transportation
               infrastructure. The indigenous Taíno people depended on the canoe (a Taíno word) to move around on the rivers and along
               the coastline. They fashioned enormous canoes from entire tropical tree trunks, large
               enough to carry scores of passengers. The Spanish brought horses, donkeys, and mules,
               giving them greater mobility than the native people had enjoyed. The colony of Santo Domingo had few transportation connections to the outside world, with few ships from the
               metropolis of Spain calling at its peripheral port. The Ozama harbor was too shallow and poorly protected to develop into a major entrepôt. Similarly,
               the shallow harbor of Puerto   Plata hampered transportation, especially the export of tobacco from the Cibao. The trade of the 19th century was mainly conducted in coasting schooners, but deep-water
               Samaná Bay offered the potential of being a coaling station for steamships. The Central Dominican
               Railroad, constructed from Santiago to Sánchez on the Bay, and later to Puerto Plata, facilitated the movement of tobacco.
               In the 1890s, the Clyde Steamship Line negotiated a concession with Ulises Heureaux to begin service, then after losing its monopoly, was joined in competition by the
               Bull Insular Line and the South Porto Rico Steamship Line. The sugar industry required improved port facilities at San Pedro de Macorís and La Romana, carried out during the administration of Ramón Cáceres in the first years of the 20th century. The U.S. Marine occupation continued the work on such port facilities and built thousands of miles of roads and
               hundreds of bridges. The Autopista Duarte highway from Santiago through La Vega to Santo Domingo opened in 1922. During his dictatorship, the U.S. Marine-trained Rafael Trujillo continued to build roads to enhance his control of remote regions and to delineate
               the border with Haiti, which he did with the construction of an international highway along the mountainous
               frontier. Trujillo established the Dominican Merchant Marine with two steamships,
               both of which were sunk by U-boats during World War II. Trujillo also developed aviation in the country, updating the airports built by the U.S. Marines, and building a modern
               passenger airport outside Santo Domingo. During his two long terms as president, Joaquín Balaguer emphasized public works, including many related to transportation, such as enhancements
               to the airport, now named for José Francisco Peña Gòmez, and the construction of a cruise ship terminal on the Ozama River in Santo Domingo.
               President Leonel Fernández has added the Santo Domingo subway system and a new terminal at the Punta Cana airport, which is the busiest in the country and second busiest in the Caribbean.
               There has been a great deal of road construction in recent years, going from less
               than 13,000 km (8,000 mi.) in 2000 to almost 20,000 km (12,400 mi.), including a new
               superhighway to the east and a bypass highway around the capital. A new port for containerships,
               capable of receiving liquid natural gas ships, recently opened at Boca Chica.
            

         

         
         	TRINITARIA, LA

         
         	
            Secret society founded on 16 July 1838 for the purpose of gaining independence from
               Haiti. Juan Pablo Duarte was the leader of the founding group, which also included Juan Alejandro Acosta, Felipe
               Alfau, Jacinto de la Concha, Antonio Duvergé, Benito González, Pedro Alejandro Pina, Juan Nepomuceno Ravelo, Félix María Ruiz, José María Serra, and Juan Isidro Pérez, in whose house in Santo Domingo they first convened. Duarte and two other members of the Trinitaria, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez and Ramón Mella, are considered the founding fathers of the Dominican Republic. Duarte went into
               exile in 1843, but La Trinitaria continued plotting in his absence, culminating in the release
               of the Declaration of Independence on 16 January 1844 and the assault on the El Conde Gate on 27 February, the date that is now celebrated as Dominican Independence Day. After the war, Pedro Santana turned against the Trinitaria, jailing, exiling, or executing most of its leadership.
               
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	TRIUMVIRATE, THE

         
         	
            El Triunvirato was the name of the three-member civilian junta installed the day after
               a military coup led by General Elías Wessin y Wessin deposed the elected president, Juan Bosch, on 25 September 1963. The Triumvirate was intended to give a democratic cast to
               the military regime that put it in place, which suspended the Constitution of 1963 and stifled opposition. The Triumvirate remained in place until the Constitutionalist Revolt broke out in April 1965, forcing it to relinquish authority. Its members were Emilio
               de los Santos as president, Manuel Enrique Tavares Espaillat, and Ramón Tapia Espinal,
               with Donald Reid Cabral as minister of foreign relations. The United States recognized the Triumvirate as the legitimate government of the country on 14 December
               1963. A week later, members of the military executed 15 members of the June 14 Movement, including Manual Aurelio “Manolo” Tavárez Justo, leading de los Santos to resign in protest, after which Reid Cabral, a wealthy and
               powerful politician, took his place as president. The Triumvirate prevented the expatriation
               of both Bosch and Joaquín Balaguer, but it faced rising opposition from the two former presidents’ respective political parties, the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) and the Partido Reformista (PD). Moreover, the government was unable to gain the unified support of the military,
               factions of which began to plot against Reid Cabral, especially a conspiracy among
               officers who favored the return of the Constitution of 1963, formed in January 1965
               and code-named the Enriquillo movement. Reid Cabral discovered the plot, but when he ordered the arrest of four
               of the plotters on 24 April 1965, the other conspirators launched the coup they had
               planned. Captain Mario Peña Taveras, leader of more than 100 Constitutionalist soldiers
               at army headquarters, placed chief of staff General Marcos Aníbal Rivera Cuevas under arrest,
               initiating the Constitutionalist Revolt. Wessin refused Reid Cabral’s order to mobilize
               his troops against them, and the United States would not come to his aid, forcing
               him to resign when rebel troops entered Santo Domingo. A group of Constitutionalists
               commanded by Colonel Francisco Caamaño Deño arrested Reid and the other members of the Triumvirate at the National Palace on 25 April. Although the rest of the military acquiesced in their removal from power,
               they proceeded to split over the rebels’ demand to bring Bosch to the presidency,
               leading to a civil war. The United States responded by invading Santo Domingo and
               beginning an occupation supported by the Organization of American States termed Operation Power Pack, which prevented the Constitutionalist side from prevailing. 
            

         

         
         	TRONCOSO DE LA CONCHA, MANUEL de JESUS (1878–1955)

         
         	
            Intellectual who served as a puppet president under Rafael Trujillo, 1940–1942. A lawyer from Santo Domingo, he edited the leading newspaper, Listín Diario from 1899 to 1911 and served as judge at several levels up to the Supreme Court.
               Troncoso de la Concha cofounded and directed the Dominican Academy of History, wrote
               several books on Dominican history, and was mayor of Santo Domingo. After the Haitian Massacre of 1937, Trujillo stepped down from the titular presidency in an attempt to show that the
               Dominican Republic was a democracy (while maintaining complete control of his dictatorship). In a rubber-stamp election in 1938, the candidates for the only political party, controlled by Trujillo, gained election: Jacinto Peynado became president, with Troncoso de la Concha as his vice president. After Peynado
               died in office in 1940, Troncoso filled out his term. Trujillo reclaimed the title
               of president in 1942.
            

         

         
         	TRUJILLO, HÉCTOR “NEGRO” (1908–2002)

         
         	
            The youngest brother of Rafael Trujillo, he served as the dictator’s puppet president from 1952 to 1960. He was nicknamed “Negro” (Black) because of his dark complexion.
               Soon after the Revolution of 1930, which allowed Rafael Trujillo to seize power, Héctor rose to the rank of major general
               in the army. His brother appointed him to the position of secretary of state for war and navy in 1942, and in 1952 he designated him to be the candidate for president of the only
               political party, the Partido Dominicano, ensuring his election in May. Inaugurated as the titular president in August, Héctor
               Trujillo wielded none of the powers of the office, which remained in the hands of
               his brother, who retained the title of commander-in-chief of the military. With international pressure against his regime mounting in the late 1950s, Rafael
               Trujillo forced Héctor to resign as president, allowing the vice president, Joaquín Balaguer, to assume the figurehead position. After Rafael Trujillo’s assassination in May
               1961, Balaguer and the dictator’s son Ramfis Trujillo were unable to gain control of the chaotic situation, as the Unión Cívica Nacional (UCN) demanded democratic reforms. As a concession to the UCN, Héctor was pressured
               to leave the country, along with his brother José Arismendi Trujillo. Those two, who
               were known as the “Wicked Uncles,” returned to Santo Domingo on 15 November 1961, the day after Ramfis Trujillo abandoned the effort to maintain
               control and left for Spain. U.S. president John F. Kennedy responded by sending a naval force to the Dominican
               Republic, threatening an invasion if the Wicked Uncles seized power. Héctor and his
               brother returned into exile on 19 November 1961; he never returned, and died more than 40 years later in Miami.
            

         

         
         	TRUJILLO, RAFAEL LEONÍDAS (1891–1961)

         
         	
            As a dictator  who controlled the country from 1930 until 1961, either as titular president or as the power behind the throne, he arguably had a greater impact on the nation’s
               history than any other individual. In life, Trujillo was viewed internationally as
               the archetypal Latin American dictator, and after his death he remains a controversial
               figure, as he was during his lifetime. Opinions about him and his government then
               and now tend to be polarized, either ardently favorable or harshly critical. During
               the self-proclaimed “Era of Trujillo,” as his proponents point out, he made great
               efforts to modernize the country and to heighten Dominicans’ national pride. But the
               brutality of his regime claimed a huge number of victims, including virtually all
               of his domestic critics, whose fates were torturous imprisonment or exile, and often death. What is known as the trujillato ended with his assassination on 30 May 1961, but the impact of his three-decade domination
               of his home country and his influence around the Caribbean region continued to be
               felt for years afterward, and in many ways still resonates in the contemporary Dominican
               Republic, which has yet to come fully to terms with his legacy.
            

            
            Born in San Cristóbal into a family of humble means and mixed ethnicity, his grandparents included a Cuban
               grandfather on one side and a Haitian grandmother on the other. One of 11 children,
               the young Trujillo exhibited a fascination for the military, acquiring the derisive nickname “Chapitas” for wearing bottle caps like medals on his chest. He gained employment as a guardacapestre, an overseer of sugar workers from Haiti, at the Boca Chica estate in 1916. In 1918, with the U.S. Marine occupation in its second full year, Trujillo applied to be an officer in the new Guardia Nacional
               (National Guard) being trained by the marines. Although Trujillo’s childhood and early
               adulthood have been obscured by the myth-making accounts of his official biographers,
               his career in the Marine Corps left an official record. It shows that in 1919 he was
               admitted into the first class at the Haina Military Academy, earning stellar evaluations from his U.S. superiors and graduating
               in 1921 as a second lieutenant. While a cadet at Haina, he was acquitted of raping
               a teenage girl after a court-martial by a tribunal of eight U.S. Marine officers,
               who ignored the evidence of his guilt. Trujillo went on to direct field operations
               against the gavillero  resistance in the Northern District of the country, under the command of his mentor,
               Colonel Richard M. Cutts, sometimes in coordination with the most infamous of the
               U.S. Marine companies, known as “the 44th,” whose atrocities against the Dominican
               civilian population were documented by U.S. Senate hearings. Soon after the occupation
               ended, President Horacio Vásquez promoted Trujillo to command of the constabulary force, which was soon renamed the
               Dominican National Army, and he attained the rank of brigadier general in 1927. He proceeded to plot against
               Vásquez, toppling him in a cleverly disguised coup that became known as the Revolution of 1930. He quickly consolidated power by winning a landslide election in May 1930, which
               was preceded by a campaign of political terror carried out by a gang that also became
               known as “the 44th,” who assaulted Trujillo’s opponents and attacked the office of
               the Junta Central Electoral (Central Election Board) to disrupt the vote count on election day. Another event
               that allowed Trujillo to tighten his grip on the country was the devastating hurricane named San Zenón, which demolished most of Santo Domingo on 3 September 1930. The subsequent disposal of thousands of corpses and the rebuilding
               of the city provided circumstances favorable to eliminating his remaining political
               opponents and rewarding his supporters with rebuilt real estate. He won fraudulent
               reelection in 1934, and in 1936, the sycophantic Congress voted to rename the reconstructed capital “Ciudad Trujillo.”
            

            
            Trujillo’s seizure of power displaced or co-opted the light-skinned Dominican political
               elite. He was sufficiently concerned about his own racial identity that he lightened
               his mulatto complexion by applying pancake makeup powder to his face. Trujillo’s preoccupation
               with the nation’s racial identity, in both its population and its history, found expression
               in his governance. Government authors and educators associated the Dominican past,
               people, and culture with Spain, never Africa, in compiling a large body of published work. The Trujillo regime’s
               ideology relied in part on this revision of Dominican history, which valorized Hispanic
               heritage and denied African influences. Trujillo tried to “whiten” the population
               through his immigration policy, which facilitated arrivals from Europe and Puerto
               Rico, while Haitian immigrants were limited to closely supervised work on sugar estates.
               The violently racist nature of the regime was put on display with the slaughter of
               thousands of innocents in the Haitian Massacre of 1937, which revealed that aspect to the outside world, damaging Trujillo’s international
               reputation and his foreign relations. In response, Trujillo pledged in 1938 to support the mission of the Evian Conference
               to aid Jewish refugees from Germany and Austria, offering land in the north coast
               enclave of Sosua for a group of them to settle. He also declined to run again for president in 1938,
               putting forward the first of several puppet presidents, Jacinto Peynado. Trujillo waited for the furor abroad over the Haitian Massacre to subside, then
               was able to settle Haitian claims with a quiet cash payment. The contentious relationship
               between the two countries that endures to the present day is owed in part to Trujillo,
               for engraining the paradigm of them being locked in perpetual conflict.
            

            
            The dictatorship also emphasized civil discipline and strong leadership as prerequisites
               for modernization and eventual democracy. Trujillo assembled a coterie of intellectuals
               to articulate his vision of a Patria Nueva (New Fatherland), which included many of
               the leading lights of Dominican literature, the most important of them being Joaquín Balaguer. The voluminous propaganda produced by the regime in all media made it clear that Trujillo was the father of the New Fatherland, as he went about
               constructing an elaborate sultanistic regime, to the point of the nation becoming
               a cult of personality. Inculcating a kind of reverence became a central aspect of
               the education system, from the primary grades to the university. Ritual homages to the dictator, called “Civic Reviews,” dominated public life from
               the outset of his rule, and only became more elaborate and frequent as he endured
               in power. The map of the country reflected his growing megalomania, as several new
               provinces appeared with names linked to him, and the tallest mountain in the country was renamed Pico Trujillo (now Pico Duarte). In 1937, Trujillo erected an obelisk resembling the Washington Monument on the
               Malecón in Ciudad Trujillo, dedicated to himself. His control extended into individual households,
               which were required to display a plaque that read, “In this house, Trujillo is the
               chief.”
            

            
            The vehicle for bringing about the dictatorship’s total authority was the Dominican
               Party, the Partido Dominicano (PD), originally called the Trujillo Party, which was the only legal party. The PD
               had more influence than the supposedly republican government, with the most minor
               officials in the PD having more power than the highest-ranking representatives of
               the “elected” government. The only exception to the rule of a single-party state came
               during a brief period in 1946 known as the “Interlude of Tolerance,” when critics
               of the regime revealed themselves to form opposition parties, which were soon outlawed
               again, with their members falling victim to renewed repression. Trujillo permitted
               opposition parties to form again in 1960, as the regime was in its last phase and
               under international pressure. 
            

            
            A high priority of the Trujillo regime’s foreign relations during the 1930s was to
               end the Customs Receivership put in place by the Convention of 1907, which the Hull–Trujillo Treaty accomplished in 1940. With the onset of World War II, Trujillo formed a military
               alliance with the United States, pledging the assistance and resources of the country, and in return received military
               assistance from the Lend-Lease program, which greatly strengthened the army, its aviation wing, and the navy. During the war, the Export-Import Bank provided funds for public works, including
               the first modern hotels to develop tourism. After the war, the country paid off its long-standing foreign debt, established
               a national banking system, and began to issue a new currency, the Dominican peso (with Trujillo’s picture
               on the one-peso bill) to replace the U.S. dollar. To earn foreign exchange to pay
               off the national debt, he expanded hardwood logging in the mountains, which brought
               in revenue but inflicted great damage to the environment.
            

            
            The sugar industry, which came to dominate the economy during the marine occupation, also grew under Trujillo, who gradually gained personal
               ownership of most of it. A related industry to the sugar process, rum production, also boomed during his time in office. Trujillo fostered other forms of
               agriculture, especially ranching, which was his personal passion, and new industry, including a shipyard and a munitions factory. He or members of his family monopolized
               or substantially controlled almost every sector of the economy by the 1950s. 
            

            
            In addition to dominating the Dominican Republic, members of the Trujillo clan drew
               attention abroad for their prodigal exploits. The most colorful of them were his oldest
               son,  Ramfis Trujillo; his oldest daughter, Flor de Oro Trujillo; and her former husband,  Porfirio Rubirosa, who continued in Trujillo’s good graces after he was no longer his son-in-law, and
               who gained celebrity status as an international “playboy” specializing in brief marriages
               to wealthy heiresses. The hypermasculine image of themselves that Rubirosa and the
               Trujillos, father and son, displayed was the embodiment of the  tíguere figure in Dominican culture. While the rags-to-riches Romeo type is glorified in
               admiration for the tíguere, the fact is that the Trujillo regime involved rampant sexual predation. It gave
               window-dressing to the rights of women by admitting them into lower levels of the PD and eventually giving them the meaningless
               vote, but countless women were raped by Trujillo himself or his cronies during the
               31-year ordeal called the trujillato.
            

            
            The priorities of the state during the “Era of Trujillo” were the glorification of
               Trujillo and his family, the construction of public works, and frequent bids to attract
               favorable international attention. The Trujillo government made substantial accomplishments
               in building the national infrastructure, particularly by improving transportation. The many new bridges, avenues, and buildings with modernist architecture, among other works, were almost invariably named in a way to commemorate Trujillo
               or a member of his clan. The most ostentatious of these efforts, the International
               Fair for Peace and Brotherhood, known as “La Feria,” combined all three goals. It was staged in 1955 to commemorate Trujillo’s 25 years
               in power and involved building a sprawling fairgrounds and crowning the dictator’s
               daughter Angelita as the queen of the fair. Around the same time, Trujillo constructed
               an enormous monument to himself in Santiago, later rededicated to honor the heroes of the Restoration War.
            

            
            And yet, while he is known for his harsh repression, Trujillo’s social policies gained
               wide popular support for him, especially among the peasantry. The Trujillo regime
               also cultivated both fine arts and popular culture in many ways, although all these efforts were closely linked
               to the overarching exaltation of the dictator himself.
            

            
            Trujillo warmly courted the friendship of certain neighboring countries under right-wing
               leadership, while provoking incidents with those under leftist rule. The burgeoning
               Dominican military establishment became a threat to regional solidarity and stability,
               as Trujillo rattled the saber at Haiti, Cuba, and Venezuela. Trujillo’s state security
               apparatus comprised many instruments of control, including a network of thugs and
               informers called calies and the dreaded Servicio de Inteligencia Militar (SIM, Military Intelligence Service).
               The SIM inflicted much of the violence that came to characterize the regime, ferreting
               out real and suspected opponents of the regime, torturing them brutally, imprisoning
               them in heinous conditions, and executing many of them. Their efforts did not end
               at the country’s borders, with labor leader Mauricio Báez killed in Cuba, and Jesús de Galíndez kidnapped in New York to be murdered in the Dominican Republic, among other individuals victimized after
               going into exile. The Galíndez case also involved the murder of a U.S. citizen living in the Dominican
               Republic, Gerald Murphy, which led to a congressional investigation and heighted growing
               opposition to the Trujillo regime. The SIM’s attempted assassination of Venezuelan
               president Romulo Betancourt by car bomb in Caracas in 1960 was the most outrageous
               of Trujillo’s attempts to project his power overseas. The Organization of American States (OAS) adopted sanctions against the Dominican Republic in reprisal, weakening the
               economy. 
            

            
            Dominicans in exile had formed the Dominican Revolutionary Party, the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) in 1939, with Juan Bosch emerging as its best-known voice. In 1949, members of the PRD launched an invasion
               attempt from Cuba at Luperón, which Trujillo’s powerful armed forces overwhelmed. Another invasion from Cuba,
               this one a three-pronged attempt, was launched on 14 June 1959, aimed at Constanza, Estero Hondo, and Maimón, but the military, much stronger after a decade of continuous buildup since Luperón,
               crushed all three, with all the invaders killed or captured, to be put on show trial.
               The failure inspired a resistance effort named the June 14th Movement, or 1J4, which the SIM targeted viciously. The most despicable of Trujillo’s innumerable
               human rights violations was the kidnapping, abuse, and execution of the Mirabal sisters, who along with their husbands were members of 1J4, in November 1960. The murder
               of the Mirabal sisters, known as Las Mariposas (The Butterflies), stoked the growing
               international outrage at the Trujillo regime. In addition to the OAS sanctions, U.S.
               president Dwight Eisenhower cut off military aid, which had flowed with few interruptions
               since WWII; suspended the quota for Dominican sugar in the U.S. market, which was
               key to the Dominican economy; and directed agents of the Central Intelligence Agency
               to help any plotters they knew of who were trying to remove him from power. For that
               purpose, the CIA smuggled firearms into the country, where private guns were illegal,
               and made them available to a conspiracy planning to assassinate Trujillo. 
            

            
            Six gunmen—Luis Amiama Tío, Antonio de la Maza, Juan Tomás Díaz, Salvador Estrella Sadhalá, Amado García Guerrero, and Antonio Imbert Barrera—shot Trujillo on the coastal highway near Ciudad Trujillo on 30 May 1961. The wider
               conspiracy, which involved the secretary of defense seizing control as soon as Trujillo
               was dead—broke down when the head of the SIM correctly suspected that he was involved
               and arrested him, giving the gunmen nowhere to go with the dictator’s body in the
               trunk of their car. Trujillo’s agents hunted down and killed all of those who were
               involved, and some who were not, about 72 people, except two of them, Amiama Tío and
               Imbert Barrera. Those two became players in the chaotic period that followed the assassination,
               as Ramfis Trujillo, his Wicked Uncles, Balaguer, and the Unión Cívica Nacional (UCN) all maneuvered for control, and the administration of President John F. Kennedy
               tried to influence the chaotic situation. As the Trujillo family’s hold on power loosened
               in November 1961, riots broke out against the vestiges of his regime, and crowds of
               protesters tore down many of the hundreds of statues of him that stood in parks and
               in front of public buildings, all of which are gone now. Two of the more visible acts
               of repudiation of the dictator were that the grand entrance pavilion to the Feria
               grounds was rededicated to the assassination conspirators, and the obelisk on the
               Malecón was converted into a memorial to the Mirabal sisters. These and other victims
               are honored in the Memorial Museum of Dominican Resistance in the Colonial Zone of Santo Domingo. Despite abundant acts of public repudiation such as these, a great
               many Dominicans admire Trujillo, and he continues to be a polarizing figure, like
               his protégé Balaguer, who might be seen as Trujillo’s most influential and lasting
               legacy. 
            

         

         
         	TRUJILLO, RAFAEL HIJO, “RAMFIS” (1929–1969)

         
         	
            The son and presumed political heir of Rafael Trujillo, he proved unable to maintain his father’s dictatorship after the latter’s assassination on 30 May 1961. He gained a reputation as a brutal
               scion of absolute power at home and a dissolute playboy abroad. He and Porfirio Rubirosa became a major part of the Rafael Trujillo regime’s image in the foreign press, as
               a result of their spending sprees and relationships with Hollywood starlets. After
               his father’s death, he personally supervised the torture and execution of many of
               the principal figures in the conspiracy. As the power behind the puppet president   Joaquín Balaguer, he enacted certain reforms, such as easing government control of the media, but he enjoyed no popular support, and only divided backing from the military and the Partido Dominicano, which had been his father’s main bastions of power. Rafael Trujillo’s brothers,
               José Arismendi and Héctor Trujillo, known as the “Wicked Uncles,” tried to assist him in clinging to power, but they were forced to leave the country.
               On 14 November 1961, after personally executing the last six surviving members of
               the plot to assassinate his father, Ramfis departed for luxurious exile in Spain, embarking in his father’s enormous yacht, along with his corpse and millions of
               dollars in cash and jewelry. He died wrecking his sports car.
            

         

         
         	TRUJILLO–HULL TREATY

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

         
         	TUMBA

         
         	
            The most popular style of music and dance step in the country during the first half of the 19th century, it was replaced by
               the merengue in the 1850s.
            

         

         
         	TWELVE YEARS

         
         	
            A reference to Joaquín Balaguer’s second period as president, from 1966 to 1978. The Doce Años were characterized by contrasting developments.
               Balaguer stabilized the nation’s finances, but he unleashed a wave of repression against
               real and imagined opponents of his government that was reminiscent of the Rafael Trujillo regime, which Balaguer has served as its last puppet president. The Balaguer regime
               murdered an estimated 5,000 people as it became increasingly authoritarian, with public
               violence perpetrated by the notorious gang “La Banda.” The most outrageous killings
               during the Twelve Years were of Francisco Caamaño Deño, whom government forces captured and summarily executed on 16 February 1973, and
               of Orlando Martínez, dissident journalist gunned down in daytime traffic by masked gunmen on 17 March
               1975. The Twelve Years began with the election of June 1966, which the United States administered in order to bring to a close its yearlong occupation of Santo Domingo, code-named Operation Power Pack. The preconditions for the election favored Balaguer, who cooperated with the administration
               of President Lyndon Johnson and defeated Juan Bosch at the polls. Once in power, the rise of sugar prices to historic highs on the world market buoyed the economy. Under circumstances of widespread political repression, Balaguer was reelected against
               fragmented opposition in 1970, when Bosch and his Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) boycotted the election, and 1974, when Bosch split from the PRD to form a party
               even further left, the Partido de la Liberación Dominicana. The Twelve Years’ period ended in 1978 when Balaguer bowed to international pressure
               and allowed a free election, which he lost. 
            

            
            See also .
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         	UASD

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	UNIÓN CÍVICA NACIONAL (UCN)

         
         	
            The National Civic Union was one of the leading political parties of the 29 that contended the pivotal election of 1962, the first to be held after
               the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo ended the year before. The UCN comprised a conservative coalition that opposed the
               continuation in office of Joaquín Balaguer, who had served as puppet president at the end of the Trujillo regime. Its leader was Viriato Fiallo, a company physician
               who had worked in the sugar mills of the Vicini family, and had been imprisoned for his opposition to the dictatorship. Fiallo ran against
               five opponents in the December 1962 election, which was won by Juan Bosch of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). The UCN ran a slate that garnered barely 16,000 votes in the election of 1966,
               won by Balaguer of the Partido Reformista (PR). It remained an opposition splinter party until 1990, when its last members joined
               the PR coalition, renamed the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC).
            

         

         
         	UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID)

         
         	
            Established in November 1961 by President John F. Kennedy as the main federal organization
               overseeing civilian foreign aid. The Foreign Aid Act provided the legislation for
               what became known as the Alliance for Progress, which the USAID largely implemented. The Dominican Republic was one of the main
               areas of focus for the Alliance for Progress and USAID, which sought to stabilize
               the situation there in the chaotic aftermath following the fall of the Rafael Trujillo regime. Kennedy hoped to make the country into a “showcase for democracy,” to demonstrate
               how developing the economy through USAID could foster representative political institutions and avoid dictatorship either of the right, like Trujillo, or the left, like Fidel Castro in Cuba. To that
               end, the Alliance for Progress provided millions of dollars in aid to the administration
               of Juan Bosch, who was elected in a rare free election in December 1962, and took office in February
               1963. The fact that Bosch was ousted and the constitution was suspended by the military after only seven months dealt a blow to the image of Kennedy’s Latin American policy.
            

         

         
         	U.S. MARINE CORPS

         
         	
            See ; .
            

         

         
         	U.S. MILITARY OCCUPATION

         
         	
            See ; .
            

         

         
         	UNITED STATES, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Dominican history has been profoundly shaped by its interactions with its powerful
               neighbor. The Monroe Doctrine asserted that the United States had a special relationship
               with the new independent states of Latin America, which were declared to be off-limits
               to European recolonization. But the United States did not place itself under the same
               restrictions when it came to imperial expansion at the expense of its less powerful
               “sister” republics. As a result, Dominican history has been punctuated frequently
               with different forms of intervention. The Dominican Republic was one of the last of
               the Latin American states to declare independence from Spain, in 1821, but by the time the Monroe Doctrine was declared in 1823, the Dominican
               Republic had already lost its sovereignty to Haiti, which had invaded in 1822. After the War of Dominican Independence separated the two nations again, policy makers and civilian empire-builders in the
               United States pursued plans to profit from the new country, perhaps by annexing part
               or all of it. The first of these took place in the 1850s, when expansionist Democratic
               Party presidents were in office in Washington, with the scheming of the Cazneaus. They tried to negotiate the establishment of a coaling station at strategic Samaná Bay, or lease the entire bay, or annex it, with Buenaventura Báez showing the most interest. Such designs recurred repeatedly in the decades to come,
               often with Báez involved. The administration of Abraham Lincoln was unable to prevent
               the annexation to Spain because the Civil War had broken out in the United States, but the Restoration War prevented the necessity of enforcing the Monroe Doctrine when it ended. In 1870,
               the Ulysses S. Grant administration negotiated the annexation of the country with
               Báez. His State of the Union address in December 1870 offered many reasons to ratify
               the Treaty of the Annexation of the Dominican Republic to the United States he proposed:
               to gain natural resources, secure a commercial market, and especially to gain geopolitical
               advantages and cohere to the Monroe Doctrine. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish, whom
               the Dominicans nicknamed “Jamón Pescado” (literally “Ham Fish”), presented the treaty. Gregorio Luperón led the Dominican nationalist opposition to the plan, writing personally to Grant
               to protest U.S. interference in Dominican affairs and denouncing the Monroe Doctrine.
               Senator Charles Sumner voiced the strongest critique from the U.S. side, delivering
               his famous speech, “Naboth’s Vineyard,” which evoked God’s punishment of Ahab for
               acquiring land that was not his. Naboth’s Vineyard was the title of a two-volume history of the Dominican Republic published in 1928
               by Charles Sumner’s descendant Sumner Welles. The treaty failed by a vote of 28 to 28 on 30 June 1870. The United States established
               full diplomatic relations with the country in 1884.
            

            
            Although the United States did not take over the country as Grant advised, the path
               to military occupation began soon after. During his dictatorship, Ulises Heureaux ran up the foreign debt by contracting loans with foreign banking establishments, most notably the Dutch Westendorp and Company. The U.S.-owned San Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC) acquired the debt, and after Heureaux’s fall, the U.S. government assumed the
               debt from the SDIC. President Theodore Roosevelt declared the Roosevelt Corollary
               to the Monroe Doctrine with reference to the Dominican Republic and used it to justify
               the establishment of a Customs Receivership, formalized by the Convention of 1907. President Woodrow Wilson could not abide the
               continued instability in the country, which resulted in bloodshed on the part of employees,
               including Americans, of the Customs Receivership, which had formed a border patrol
               and a coast guard. He insisted on a list of reforms called the Wilson Plan, and when
               these were not met, he ordered the U.S. Marine occupation to begin in 1916, which lasted until 1924. The diplomat Sumner Welles drafted the
               Hughes–Peynado Agreement to end the occupation. Welles went on to serve as an important advisor to President
               Franklin D. Roosevelt, framing Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy for him. This noninterventionist
               stance began with Roosevelt’s predecessor, President Herbert Hoover, and it facilitated
               the rise of Rafael Trujillo after he seized power in the Revolution of 1930. As part of the Good Neighbor Policy, the Roosevelt administration negotiated the
               end of the Customs Receivership with the 1940 Hull–Trujillo Treaty, and then formed a military alliance with Trujillo during World War II. Despite misgivings over the nature of
               his regime on the part of diplomats familiar with Trujillo, the Harry Truman administration
               extended the alliance with him in a Cold War context, with Trujillo repressing suspected
               communists and receiving arms and other support in return. President Dwight Eisenhower’s
               administration negotiated an agreement to build missile-tracking facilities in the
               country and delivered jet aircraft among other weaponry, but as Trujillo became more
               brutal and erratic near the end of his regime, Eisenhower identified him as a threat
               to regional stability on a par with Fidel Castro of Cuba. Eisenhower withdrew support
               entirely, eliminating the all-important quota for Dominican sugar on the U.S. market, as a result of such crimes as the murders of Jesús de Galíndez, Charles Murphy, and the Mirabal sisters. He also authorized the Central Intelligence Agency to provide assistance to the
               growing opposition to the dictator. President John F. Kennedy extended this authorization
               and then changed his mind, but not before CIA agents assisted the assassins who killed
               Trujillo in May 1961. Kennedy then attempted to shape events in the aftermath by pressuring
               incumbent president   Joaquín Balaguer to carry out reforms and sending warships to Santo Domingo in November 1961 to prevent the Wicked Uncles from perpetuating the Trujillo regime. Kennedy administration officials pressured
               the Unión Cívica Nacional (UCN) to hold elections and then supported the winner, Juan Bosch, with funding from his initiative called the Alliance for Progress. Members of the military removed Bosch in a coup in September 1963, less than two
               months before Kennedy was assassinated. President Lyndon Johnson recognized the  Triumvirate that replaced Bosch in December 1963; then, when the Constitutionalist Revolt brought it down in April 1965, he ordered the invasion and occupation code-named
               Operation Power Pack. As a result, Balaguer returned to the presidency, and despite launching a dirty
               war against his opponents during his Twelve Years in power, enjoyed amicable relations with the administrations of Richard Nixon and
               Gerald Ford. President Jimmy Carter changed U.S. Dominican policy by pressuring Balaguer
               to allow the votes to be counted without interference during the election of 1978,
               which he appeared to be losing when the military stopped the vote count. Balaguer
               acceded and lost the election. Since that peaceful transition of power, the two nations’
               bilateral relations have been stable, with the visit of Leonel Fernández to Washington to meet with President Barack Obama in 2011 constituting a crescendo
               of amicability. The issues that create conflict between the countries include migration
               policy regarding Dominican   Americans, the international effort to interdict the drug trade, a good deal of which is transshipped via the Dominican Republic, and the treatment
               of people of Haitian descent or origin, many of whom were stripped of their citizenship
               and/or legal status by the Constitution of 2010. The United States gave nearly $67 million in foreign aid to the Dominican
               Republic in 2012. 
            

            
            See also .
            

         

         
         	UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE SANTO DOMINGO (UASD)

         
         	
            The first university established in the New World and the only public university in the Dominican Republic.
               Commonly referred to as “La UASD,” which is pronounced “La Wahz.” It was founded when
               Pope Paul III issued the papal bull In Apostolatus Culmine in 1538, which elevated the seminary founded in Santo Domingo in 1518 with the name Universidad de Santo Tomás de Aquino. King Philip II of Spain issued a royal decree confirming the university in 1558. The school closed in 1801
               during the occupation of the city by Toussaint Louverture and his forces from Haiti  and then reopened as a secular institution in 1815, with José Núñez de Cáceres as its president. He served until 1821, when the Dominican Republic declared independence from Spain under his leadership, and the university closed again in 1822 due to the Haitian occupation. It was not revived until 1859, becoming known as the Santo Domingo Professional
               Institute, then in 1914 as the Universidad de Santo Domingo. It suspended classes
               during the marine occupation of the country by the United States. The years of dictatorship under Rafael Trujillo were difficult for the university, with academic freedom severely compromised, and
               the university, like all other institutions, converted into an extension of the regime.
               Autonomous status was granted in 1961, after Trujillo’s death. Students and faculty
               of La UASD were deeply involved in the events surrounding the Constitutionalist Revolt in 1965. The university grew to comprise 16 regional campuses, with up to 100,000
               students in the late 1980s. Presently, the total enrollment of the UASD system is
               170,530.
            

         

         
         	UNIVERSITIES

         
         	
            The first university in the country and the hemisphere was the Universidad de Santo
               Tomás de Aquino (University of St. Thomas Aquinas), established in Santo Domingo in 1538. Now known as the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (Autonomous University of Santo Domingo) and called “La UASD,” it has long been and
               continues to be the largest Dominican university, with 16 regional campuses and more
               than 170,000 students. The Universidad Adventista Dominicana (Dominican Adventist
               University) was established in 1947, an early manifestation of the upsurge in Protestant
               evangelical religion, and currently enrolls about 4,000 students. The Roman Catholic Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Mother and Teacher Pontifical Catholic
               University) was named for Pope John Paul’s encyclical of 1962, Mater et Magistra. Called PUCMM, pronounced “Pucamaima,” it was established in Santiago that year and was the first Dominican university to offer engineering, both electrical
               and mechanical. It currently enrolls 17,000 students. The Universidad Acción Pro-Educación
               Cultura (UNAPEC, University for Action Promoting Cultural Education) is a private
               institution established in 1965, with an early focus on management and languages.
               The student body now comprises approximately 6,800 undergraduates and 1,400 graduate
               students, most pursuing degrees in those areas, plus arts and communication, law,
               computer science, engineering, and tourism. The first of several technical institutes
               in the country was the Instituto Tecnológico de Santo Domingo (INTEC, Technological
               Institute of Santo Domingo), founded in 1972, followed by the Instituto Tecnológico
               del Cibao Oriental (Technological Institute of the Eastern Cibao). The Universidad Católica
               Santo Domingo (Santo Domingo Catholic University), established in 1982, is known simply
               as “La Católica.” Its 5,000 students major in a wide variety of disciplines, including
               architecture, dentistry, and physiotherapy.
            

         

         
         	URBANIZATION

         
         	
            The growth of cities, which is largely the story of the country over the course of
               the 20th century, in particular the second half, continues to dominate the demographic
               dynamic of the nation in the 21st century. Santo Domingo is the epicenter of Dominican urbanization. The metropolitan sprawl of the capital
               currently comprises almost 3.7 million people, a large proportion of them living in
               haphazard shanty districts with inadequate sanitation and potable water, among other
               services. Other Dominican cities have grown as urbanization stimulates internal migration,
               but none comes close to the rate of growth of Santo Domingo, now the largest city
               in the Caribbean. The second-largest city in the country is Santiago, with 1.2 million people. The third-largest city of Puerto Plata has a population of 300,000, then San Cristóbal with 275,000, and San Pedro de Macorís with 265,000.
            

         

         
         	UREÑA DE HENRÍQUEZ, SALOMÉ (1850–1897)

         
         	
            The most famous poet from the Dominican Republic. She is one of a trio of late 19th
               century poets who are revered in the Dominican Republic, along with José Joaquín Pérez and Gastón Fernando Deligne. Born in Santo Domingo to well-educated parents, she began composing poems at 15 years old and publishing
               them under the pseudonym Herminia when she was 17. In 1870, she married Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal, a writer and nationalist hero who served as president in exile during the marine occupation of the United States. Their children all became well-known intellectuals: Max, Camila, and especially
               Pedro Henríquez Ureña, perhaps the country’s most famous literary figure. Much of her poetry develops nationalist
               themes, such as “27 de Febrero” and “16 de Agosto,” about the two most important patriotic
               holidays, which commemorate the War of Dominican Independence and the Restoration War, respectively. Others express the liberal, positivist outlook of the Dominican intelligentsia,
               among whom she was a leading light, such as “La Fey en el Porvenir” (Faith in the
               Future) and “Una esperanza” (A Hope). Many works dwell on somber subjects such as
               “Ruinas” and “Sombras” (Shadows), which eulogize the destruction of her home city
               during the recurring civil wars that wracked the country. Among her best-known verses are “El Ave y el Nido” (The
               Bird and the Nest), “La Llegada del Invierno” (The Arrival of Winter), and “A la Patria”
               (To the Fatherland). Together with her husband, guided by their mutual friend Eugenio María de Hostos, she founded the first teachers’ school for women in the country’s history, the Escuela Normal de Señoritas (Young Ladies’ Normal School),
               in 1881. She moved to Puerto Rico in an effort to recover from tuberculosis but returned
               to die in Santo Domingo. Recognized as the national poet, her image appears along
               with that of her son Pedro on the Dominican 100-peso bill, and a statue of her was
               erected outside the Alcázar de Colón in the capital in 2011. Her remains are in the nearby Panteón de la Patria. The novel In the Name of Salomé (2000) by Julia Alvarez introduced her work and her compelling life story to an international
               audience. 
            

            
            See also .
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         	VALOY, CUCO (1937– )

         
         	
            One of the most successful performing artists in the country’s history, he is considered
               to be the greatest of all Dominican soneros (performers of Cuban son   music) and was also instrumental in popularizing bachata. A vocalist and a multi-instrumentalist on guitar, bass, piano, and percussion, Valoy’s
               career spanned six decades. He was born in Manoguayabo near Santo Domingo with the name Ramón but was always known as Cuco (cuckoo). He attended the National
               Conservatory of Music at the age of 10. He and his brother Martín formed “Los Ahijados”
               (The Godsons), referring to the famous Cuban son band “Los Compadres” (The Godfathers), in 1957, and had their first hit song in 1958.
               In the early 1960s, he turned to bachata music, recording songs in the bachata style using the name “El Pupi (The Bigshot) de Quisqueya,” including the hit songs “Mariposa nocturna” (Nocturnal Butterfly) and “El Bardo”
               (The Bard). In 1965, he founded his own radio station, Radio Tropical, which played
               musical selections and offered commentary that expressed support for the Constitutionalist Revolt in April of that year, and opposition to the ensuing U.S. military intervention called
               Operation Power   Pack  that thwarted the popular uprising. In the 1970s, Valoy turned to salsa and merengue, forming “Los Virtuosos” with his sons Ramón Orlando and Marcos Antonio. Their first
               hit was “No me empuje” (Don’t Push Me), which continued Valoy’s practice of taking
               political stances in his songs, this time against the regime of Joaquín Balaguer. The group’s biggest hit was “Juliana,” in 1978; in 1997, it was a hit again when
               he recorded it with the group DLG (Dark Latin Groove). Valoy went into voluntary exile in New York in 1990 and did not return to the Dominican Republic until Balaguer died
               in 2002. He recorded 62 albums in his career and was still performing in 2013.
            

         

         
         	VALVERDE

         
         	
            A province in the Cibao named for José Desiderio Valverde that is known for intensive agriculture, in particular the production of rice. The mountains of the Cordillera Central separate Valverde Province from Puerto Plata Province in the north, while Santiago Province borders it to the east, Santiago Rodríguez to the south, and the province of Monte Cristi to the west. The Río Yaque del Norte is the principal river that waters the province, as well as the Ámina and the Mao. Its population is estimated
               to be 217,000, close to half of them residing in the capital city of Santa Cruz de
               Mao, founded on the banks of that river in 1875. The province itself was not created
               until 1959, being one of many provinces established during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. In addition to rice, the province cultivates plantains and bananas, and raises livestock.
            

         

         
         	VALVERDE, JOSÉ DESIDERIO (1822–1903)

         
         	
            Seventh president of the Dominican Republic, July 1857 to August 1858, he was from an old family from
               Spain of the gente de primera that claimed lineage to Francisco Pisarro. He fought in the War of Dominican Independence from Haiti, supported Pedro Santana, and was elected deputy to Congress from his native Santiago. In July 1857, the Cibao provisional government ousted Buenaventura Báez as president and named Valverde to replace him, a transition of power confirmed by
               the Moca Const itution in February 1858. He attempted to reorganize public administration and the army and to improve the monetary system, but his old mentor Santana resumed power and
               compelled Valverde into exile in the United States. He returned to collaborate in the annexation to Spain in 1861, and then went back into exile in Spain after the Restoration. He repatriated when elderly and died in his home city. Valverde province is named for him.
            

         

         
         	VARGAS, JUAN ESTEBAN “TETELO” (1906–1971)

         
         	
            A baseball player who achieved international fame and a legendary status as perhaps the greatest
               Dominican athlete of all time. He gained stardom in 27 years of playing in five nations:
               Mexico, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, and the United States, in addition to his home country. He played across the outfield, at second base and
               shortstop, hit with amazing consistency, and stole bases prolifically. Known as the
               “Dominican Deer,” Vargas began his career in 1927, playing with both the New York Cubans of the U.S. Negro League and the Leones del Escogido (Lions of the Chosen
               One) of the Dominican League. He played in Venezuela from 1932 to 1938, and then returned
               to the New York Cubans until 1944, while he was also playing in Puerto Rico, starring
               there throughout the 1940s. He led the Puerto Rican League in batting three times,
               hitting .410 in 1943, .382 in 1946, and .362 in 1947. He played in Mexico in 1952,
               when he also returned to play in the Dominican Republic, with the San Pedro de Macorís Estrellas Orientales (Eastern Stars). He led the Dominican League that season with
               a .350 batting average at the age of 46. He is the only person inducted in the Baseball
               Hall of Fame in three countries, including the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and
               Cuba, because of his years with the New York Cubans. The stadium in San Pedro de Macorís
               is named Estadio Tetelo Vargas.
            

         

         
         	VARGAS, WILFRIDO (1949– )

         
         	
            One of the most popular and influential merengue performing artists of the late 20th century. Born in Puerto Plata, Vargas recorded his first album in 1972 at age 23, and went on to amass more than
               20 in a career spanning 30 years. Joaquín Balaguer recognized him with the Order of Christopher Columbus in 1993. His most popular hit songs include “La Yola” (The Little Boat), which is about risky immigrant passages across the Mona Passage to Puerto Rico; “A mover la collita” (Move Your Behind); and “La Africana” (The African
               Woman).
            

         

         
         	VÁSQUEZ, HORACIO (1860–1936)

         
         	
            One of the dominant caudillos in Dominican history, he was interim president in 1899 and 1902–1903, and president from 1924 to 1930. Vásquez exerted tremendous
               influence over the period between the death of the dictator   Ulises Heureaux in 1899 and the rise to power of the dictator Rafael Trujillo in 1930. A military general and a powerful politician, he led a political faction whose numerous members
               called themselves horacistas, which succeeded the 19th-century Azules (Blues), the political party of Gregorio Luperón. Vásquez was one of two dominant political figures in the early 20th century, the
               other being Juan Isidro Jimenes, whose followers called themselves  jimenistas and who were the successors of the Rojos (Reds), the party established by Buenaventura Báez. The horacistas and jimenistas were also known by names associated with cockfighting: The followers of Vásquez were called coludos (roosters with long tail feathers), while those of Velásquez were the bolos (roosters lacking tail feathers).
            

            
            Vásquez was born in Estancia Nueva near Moca, into a prominent family of the Cibao region, and devoted himself in his youth to their fortunes in agriculture and in trade, taking a position in the prominent Casa de Batlle (Batlle House) export-import business
               in Santiago, and traveling frequently to La Vega. It was there that he took part in a revolt against Heureaux in 1886, led by Casimiro de Moya and known as the “Revolt of the Babies.” In 1898, he joined the conspiracy led by
               his cousin Ramón Cáceres to assassinate Heureaux, which Cáceres did in July 1899. Vásquez than organized a
               conspiracy to overthrow Heureaux’s successor, Wenceslao Figueroa, which led to a rebellion across the Cibao and forced Figueroa to resign on 30 August.
               Vásquez led his troops into Santo Domingo five days later and took power as interim president. He imposed deflationary measures
               to counteract the excessive printing of paper money that Heureaux used as one means
               to finance his regime, and organized a presidential election. Instead of declaring
               his own candidacy to continue as president, Vásquez supported Jimenes and ran on a
               ticket with himself as vice president, which won easily in November 1899. In April
               1902, Vásquez broke with Jimenes and forced him out of office, taking power himself.
               Like Jimenes before him, Vásquez had to deal with the San Domingo Improvement Company to settle claims, without success. He jailed so many supporters of Jimenes and Heureaux
               that a prison uprising at Fortress Ozama forced him out of the presidency while he was in the Cibao in March 1903. Vásquez supported Cáceres as president, but the horacista party split over the latter’s policies, especially his plan to adjust the foreign
               debt with the Convention of 1907 and the Dominican Customs Receivership. Vásquez went into voluntary exile in New York to disassociate himself from the plots that led to the assassination of his cousin
               Cáceres in 1911, but then returned to be an unsuccessful candidate for president in
               1913. He led a revolt called the “Railroad Revolt” against the winner, José Bordas Valdez, protesting his policy toward the Dominican Central Railroad, which failed. He went
               into exile in Puerto Rico but repatriated the following year to lead another revolution
               against the Bordas government, in alliance with the jimenistas. The United States intervened in that conflict to mediate a truce, in the form of the Wilson Plan, which mandated an election in October 1914 that Vásquez lost to Jimenes. Although
               Vásquez acquiesced in the result, disorder continued in the form of an uprising against
               the new government led by Desiderio Arias, which the horacistas did not support but which succeeded in displacing Jimenes in 1916, and thereby precipitating
               the U.S. Marine occupation.
            

            
            Vásquez and his horacistas joined his longtime collaborator Federico Velásquez and his Progressive Party to form a resistance movement against the occupation, with
               the name Alianza Nacional Progresista (National Progressive Alliance). They supported the Hughes–Peynado Agreement in 1922, which established a process to end the occupation and scheduled a presidential
               election for March 1924. Vásquez teamed with Velásquez on the Alianza ticket to win
               the election, defeating Peynado, and became president in July, with the last of the
               troops leaving the next month. 
            

            
            During his presidency, Vásquez continued many of the programs initiated during the
               marine occupation, in the areas of education, public works, and agriculture. His major challenge was financing his government, because the loan contracted by
               the marines in 1922 had been spent, and the Convention of 1907, which had given the
               United States control over Dominican finances, prohibited tariff increases without
               its approval. To circumvent that restriction, the legislature passed a consumption
               tax on imports, which became the top source of revenues during his term in office.
            

            
            But the National Progressive Alliance fractured quickly over the Convention of 1924,
               a treaty with the United States that strengthened the Convention of 1907. Vásquez
               supported the measure, while Velásquez and the Progressive Party members of the Alianza
               opposed it. When Vásquez succeeded in getting it ratified in 1925, the Progressives
               left the coalition before provincial elections the following year. Vásquez allied
               with the jimenistas to gain reelection, and arranged a new loan of $10 million in 1926, which led to a
               construction-driven surge in the economy in 1927. The government poured money into agriculture, purchasing land for agricultural
               colonies; education, building schools; and public works, especially transportation, building the most extensive network of roads in the Caribbean. The urbanization of Santo Domingo began in earnest at that time, as the introduction of electricity
               began to modernize its energy supply. 
            

            
            Vásquez and Velásquez parted ways entirely over the issue of La Prolongación, or presidential
               prolongation in office, in 1927. Vásquez proposed extending his term as president,
               but not the term of Vice President Velásquez, from four to six years. To achieve this,
               his supporters passed legislation to postpone the presidential election of 1928 and
               made plans to hold a convention to draft a new Constitution. Vásquez replaced Velásquez, the most vocal and visible opponent of prolongation,
               when his own term ended in 1928, replacing him in the vice presidency with José Dolores Alfonseca. Velásquez then conspired with Rafael Estrella Ureña in the Revolution of 1930, which forced Vásquez to leave the country in February. The event was a revolution
               in name only, having been orchestrated by the head of the U.S.-trained military, General Rafael Trujillo, who then began a 31-year dictatorship. Vásquez died in exile in Puerto Rico.
            

         

         
         	VELÁSQUEZ Y HERNÁNDEZ, FEDERICO (1867–1934)

         
         	
            An intellectual and journalist, he was one of the major political figures in the country
               between 1899 and 1930, a turbulent period between the dictatorships of Ulises Heureaux and Rafael Trujillo. Velásquez was born in Tamboril, a municipality in Santiago Province, and educated in Santo Domingo at the Escuela Normal (Normal School) operated by Eugenio María de Hostos, receiving his diploma at the age of 20. Imbued with the liberal teachings of Hostos,
               Velásquez opposed Heureaux’s regime, and like many of the dictator’s opponents, was
               forced into exile. After he returned to the Dominican Republic in 1895, he taught at the Normal School
               and the Trinitaria School in Santo Domingo, and then in Santiago. After Ramón Cáceres assassinated Heureaux in July 1899, he joined the conspiracy formed by Horacio Vásquez to bring down his successor, Wenceslao Figueroa, which achieved its aim on 30 August. Juan Isidro Jimenes became president and Vásquez vice president, with Velásquez as his personal secretary. Velásquez then
               established a newspaper in Santiago called La Redención (The Redemption), leading to a split with Vásquez over its critical editorial content.
               Velásquez subsequently drew closer to a political alliance with Ramón Cáceres. In
               April 1902, when Vásquez broke with Jimenes and forced him out of office, Cáceres
               and Velásquez supported the uprising, and Velásquez subsequently took a position with
               the new government as administrator of taxes in Monte Cristi. 
            

            
            In 1904, President Carlos Morales Languasco named Velásquez to be secretary of state for treasury and commerce, doing so at the
               urging of Cáceres, who had become vice president. In that capacity, Velásquez had
               to deal with the enormous national debt left over from the long Heureaux regime, most
               of which was owed to the Santo Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC), based in the United States. Responding to pressure from the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, Velásquez
               negotiated an arrangement called the Modus Vivendi of 1905, which relieved the SDIC
               of responsibility for the Dominican debt and mandated U.S. control of the republic’s
               finances. In December 1905, Velásquez backed Vice President Cáceres when he forced
               Morales out of office, and he continued on as treasury secretary when Cáceres became
               president himself, wielding tremendous influence for the next five years as the senior
               counsel in the Cáceres administration. Beginning in March 1906, Velásquez and Emiliano Tejera formalized the Modus Vivendi with the United States by negotiating the Convention
               of 1907, which established the Office of the Receivership of Dominican Customs. Velásquez promoted the Plan de Ajuste (Adjustment Plan) to raise government revenues
               and service the debt. The plan included several unpopular economic policies that he
               and Cáceres became associated with personally, in particular a tax on rum and other alcoholic beverages passed in July 1910, which required government stamps,
               and was derided as the “Stamp Act.” 
            

            
            When Cáceres was assassinated in November 1911, Velásquez went back into exile, but
               returned the following year to form a political party of Cáceres supporters called the Partido Progresista (Progressive Party), in opposition
               to the government of Eladio Victoria. He gave his support to Jimenes, who won the presidential election of 1914 and rewarded
               Velásquez by naming him to head the Treasury Ministry once more. He was in that position
               when the U.S. Marine occupation began in 1916, at which time he resigned from office, as the entire Jimenes government
               did to protest the loss of sovereignty. Soon after, Velásquez and his Progressive
               Party joined Vásquez and his horacistas to form a resistance movement against the occupation, which became known as the Alianza Nacional Progresista (National Progressive Alliance). In 1922, they supported the Hughes–Peynado Agreement, which set an agenda for ending the occupation and scheduled a presidential election
               for 1924. Velásquez teamed with Vásquez on the Alianza ticket to win the election
               and became vice president. 
            

            
            The National Progressive Alliance soon fractured, however, over a treaty with the
               United States called the Convention of 1924, which updated the Convention of 1907
               and strengthened U.S. control over Dominican finances. Velásquez and Progressive Party
               members of the Alianza opposed the measure, which had the support of Vásquez and his
               backers, who succeeded in getting it ratified in 1925, prompting the Progressives
               to leave the coalition before provincial elections the following year. Velásquez and
               Vásquez fell out completely over the issue of La Prolongación, or presidential prolongation
               in office, in 1927. Vásquez proposed extending the term of the president but not the
               vice president, from four to six years, and his supporters went about that by passing
               legislation to postpone the presidential election of 1928 and making plans to hold
               a convention to draft a new constitution. Velásquez led the opposition to prolongation, traveling to the United States to
               protest that Vásquez was violating the Hughes–Peynado agreement by staying in office
               until 1930. When his own term ended in 1928, Vásquez replaced him in the vice presidency
               with José Dolores Alfonseca. Velásquez then conspired with Rafael Estrella Ureña in the Revolution of 1930, which forced Vásquez and Alfonseca to leave the country in February but was controlled
               by the head of the U.S.-trained military, General Rafael Trujillo. With elections slated for 16 May 1930, Velásquez planned to run for vice president
               on a ticket headed by Estrella Ureña, but Trujillo compelled the latter to take the
               second spot on a ticket with him instead. Velásquez then tried to revive the Alianza
               Nacional Progresista to prevent Trujillo’s rise to power, declaring himself as the
               coalition’s presidential candidate, with Angel Morales as vice president. Thereafter
               during the campaign, supporters of Velásquez, even Morales himself, faced mounting
               violence from Trujillo’s paramilitary gangs. On the night before the election, Velásquez
               withdrew the Alianza from the ballot, with Trujillo winning in a landslide. Forced
               to flee into exile a third time as Trujillo consolidated his dictatorship, Velásquez
               died in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 1934.
            

         

         
         	VENTURA, JOHNNY (1940– )

         
         	
            Perhaps the country’s greatest merengue star, he combined music with a political career. He was born in Santo Domingo with the name “Juan de Díos.” At the age of 16, he won a competition on the radio
               station La Voz Dominicana (The Dominican Voice), the leading  media   outlet in the country. He began his professional musical career singing with various
               orchestras in 1958, and in 1959 he took the name “Johnny Ventura.” He formed his own
               orchestra, the “Combo Show,” in 1964. He became involved in the  Partido Revolucionario Dominicano   (PRD)  and supported its cause in his work as a disc jockey in 1965, leading up
               to the  Constitutionalist Revolt. Despite the turmoil of that year, he released three albums. Ventura became known
               as El Caballo Negro (The Black Horse), with “horse” having a macho connotation, similar
               to  tíguere   but more respectable. Ventura was elected mayor of Santo Domingo in 1998 and served
               until 2002. He released 64 albums between 1962 and 2013. 
            

         

         
         	VICINI BURGOS, JUAN BAUTISTA (1871–1935)

         
         	
            One of the principal founders of the sugar industry, he served as provisional president from 1922 to 1924, at the end of the U.S. Marine occupation. His father, Giovanni Battista Vicini, immigrated to the Dominican Republic from
               Genoa, Italy, in 1860, invested in sugar plantations, and in 1893 established one
               of the first modern sugar mills in the country, becoming wealthy during the subsequent
               sugar boom. Vicini Burgos was educated in Europe and then in 1900 inherited his father’s
               vast holdings, which made him a powerful figure in the country’s politics and economy. Fluent in English, among other languages, he cooperated with the U.S. intervention,
               and his interests in the sugar industry expanded even as corporations based in the
               United States came to dominate the Dominican sugar industry. Vicini Burgos helped to implement
               the Hughes–Peynado Agreement to end the military occupation and was elected to the provisional presidency under its terms. In that
               capacity, he arranged the election of 1924, the major step to bringing the U.S. occupation
               to a close, won by Horacio Vásquez. Thereafter, Vicini Burgos withdrew from politics to focus on managing his sugar
               business, and he kept a low profile during the first years of the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. He was the most prosperous Dominican sugar magnate at the time of his death in 1935,
               and since then, the Vicini family has been among the most influential of the elite
               clans, and its corporate entity, the Vicini Group, has been among the major entities in the Dominican economy.
            

         

         
         	VICINI FAMILY/GROUP

         
         	
            Prominent in the sugar industry, the Vicini family was established by Giovanni Batista Vicini, an immigrant
               from Genoa, Italy, who arrived in 1860 at the age of 12. Changing his name to Juan
               Bautista, Vicini involved himself in the nascent sugar industry, and in 1882, he established
               his first plantation. He was one of the first sugar planters to invest in modern production
               equipment and established the state of the art with his “Angelina” central, opened in 1893. As a wealthy sugar magnate and later as a financier, “J. B. Vicini,”
               as he billed himself, became crucial to the solvency of the government of Ulises Heureaux. After his death in 1900, Vicini’s sons Felipe and Juan Bautista Vicini Burgos took over the business, increasing investment in modern sugar production and real
               estate. Juan Bautista Vicini Burgos served as provisional president of the Dominican Republic from 1922 to 1924, at the end of the U.S. Marine occupation. The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo exerted intense pressure on the Vicini family, before and after Juan Bautista Vicini’s
               death in 1935, impelling them to move many of their assets abroad. Nonetheless, Trujillo’s
               gradual domination of the Dominican sugar industry largely spared the holdings of
               the Vicini family, while other entities passed into the dictator’s hands or those
               of the family. The Vicini family consolidated its enterprises after Trujillo’s death,
               rebranding them under the name of the “Vicini Group.” The 2007 documentary The Price of Sugar singles out the Vicini Group in indicting its exploitation of workers from Haiti, though Vicini’s practices are no worse than those of U.S. sugar corporations operating
               in the Dominican Republic and Florida.
            

         

         
         	VICTORIA, ALFREDO (?–1957)

         
         	
            A caudillo general from the Cibao, President Ramón Cáceres named Victoria to be chief of the army of Santo Domingo in 1908. After Cáceres was assassinated in November 1911, Victoria hunted down and
               executed the assassins and then briefly held power himself. Because the Constitution would not permit him to assume the presidency, in January 1912 he forced the legislature
               to designate his uncle, Eladio Victoria, as president, while he remained in charge of the army. The Victorias, supported
               by Juan Isidro Jimenes and his followers, then fought against the combined forces of Horacio Vásquez and Desiderio Arias in the bloodiest civil war in Dominican history, during which Alfredo Victoria became infamous for the intense
               violence he employed in his efforts to put down the rebellion, with the arrest of
               hundreds of political prisoners and scores of public executions. The war prompted
               intervention by the United States under the terms of the Convention of 1907, which resulted in Victoria and his uncle
               both stepping down, to be replaced by an interim government headed by Archbishop Adolfo Alejandro Nouel.
            

         

         
         	VICTORIA, ELADIO (1864–1939)

         
         	
            President who followed after Ramón Cáceres was assassinated, taking office in February 1912 at the behest of his powerful nephew,
               General Alfredo Victoria, who forced the Congress to elect his uncle because the constitution did not permit him to assume power himself. Eladio and Alfredo Victoria had the support
               of Juan Isidro Jimenes and his forces in fighting the bloodiest civil war in Dominican history during 1912, against an alliance of rival caudillos, Horacio Vásquez and Desiderio Arias. The chaos prompted intervention from U.S. president William Taft, who sent a mediation
               commission backed by a force of 750 marines to negotiate an end to the extreme violence
               of the conflict. The delegation proposed an agreement that would keep Eladio Victoria
               in office as president until 1913 but required the resignation of Alfredo, who as
               head of the army had carried out brutal reprisals. The opposition insisted that both men relinquish
               power, however, which they did in November 1912, with Archbishop Adolfo Alejandro Nouel becoming provisional president.
            

         

         
         	VILLA MELLA

         
         	
            Villa Mella is a community settled by Dominicans of African descent in the 18th century
               near Santo Domingo. Since then, the metropolis has grown around it, and now Villa Mella is considered
               a district of the city, albeit one with a long history and rich traditions in religion and music. Villa Mella is the home of a famous cofradía, a religious society with roots in Africa, called the Espíritu Santo de Villa Mella
               (Holy Spirit of Villa Mella), which the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
               Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated an Intangible Patrimony of Humanity. 
            

         

         
         	VIRGIL, OSVALDO “OSSIE” or “OZZIE” (1932– )

         
         	
            The first Dominican to play Major League Baseball. He was a versatile player and later a coach who began playing infield positions,
               moved to the outfield, and finished his playing career as a catcher. He played from
               1956 to 1969 with six different teams and became the first player of color for the
               Detroit Tigers in 1958. His nickname “Ossie” came from his given name “Osvaldo,” but
               fans in the United States pronounced it like “Ozzie,” so he changed the spelling to
               match. Virgil teamed with the great Dominican pitcher Juan Marichal on the San Francisco Giants, along with two of the three Alou brothers, all pioneer Dominican players in Major League Baseball. Ozzie Virgil Jr.,
               his son, also played Major League Baseball for a decade. The airport in his hometown
               of Monte Cristi is named for him.
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         	WAR OF DOMINICAN INDEPENDENCE

         
         	
            The war that secured the independence of the Dominican Republic from Haiti, fought between February 1844 and November 1845, with a second phase in 1848–1849.
               The Trinitaria movement, led by Juan Pablo Duarte, planned a nationalist uprising to end the occupation by Haiti, which began in February
               1822, two months after the declaration of independence from Spain, when Jean-Pierre Boyer led an invasion to unify Hispaniola under his rule. Boyer fell to Charles Riviére-Hérard in 1843, giving the Trinitarians
               an opportunity to launch their revolt, which they did with a successful assault on
               the El Conde Gate in Santo Domingo on 27 February 1844, forcing the Haitian garrison to leave the capital in three days.
               February 27 is now celebrated as Independence Day. Three major battles followed in March: the battles of Cabeza de Las Marías, Azua, and Santiago. The battles of El Memiso and Tortuguero were fought one day apart in mid-April 1844.
               Pedro Santana led the Dominican forces that took Santo Domingo in July, making himself president
               of the republic. Santana jailed the leading Trinitarians—Duarte, Francisco del Rosario Sánchez, and Ramón Mella. Returning to the field, Santana and the Dominican Army defeated the Haitians under Riviére-Hérard at the battle of Estrellita in September
               1845 and at Beler, in November. Three years later, the Haitians invaded again under
               Faustin Soulouque, and again Santana led Dominican forces to victory at the battle
               of El Número and the battle of Las Carreras, considered to be the last battle in the struggle for Dominican independence from
               Haiti, in April 1849.
            

         

         
         	WELLES, SUMNER (1892–1961)

         
         	
            A diplomat who drafted the Hughes–Peynado Agreement and wrote a two-volume history of the Dominican Republic entitled Naboth’s Vineyard, which was published in 1928. Welles was named for his ancestor Senator Charles Sumner,
               the leading opponent of the proposed Treaty of Annexation of the Dominican Republic
               to the United States in 1870, which fell short of ratification. Welles named the book for Sumner’s speech
               “Naboth’s Vineyard,” a reference to the Old Testament story of Ahab killing Naboth
               to take his land, which God punished by death. Welles was President Franklin Roosevelt’s
               principal advisor on Latin American relations and the architect of his noninterventionist
               Good Neighbor Policy, which shaped the country’s stance toward the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo.
            

         

         
         	WESSIN Y WESSIN, ELÍAS (1924–2009)

         
         	
            The general who led the coup against Juan Bosch on 25 September 1963, he was also an important figure in opposing the Constitutionalist Revolt that broke out in Santo Domingo in April 1965, which precipitated the U.S. military occupation of the city, Operation Power Pack. The son of Lebanese immigrant parents from Bayaguana, Wessin began his military career as a pilot in Rafael Trujillo’s air force. He rose to the command of a battalion at the time of Trujillo’s death
               and subsequently played a role in the departure of the dictator’s family from the
               country. His control of the San Isidro Air Force Base near the capital gave him the power he needed to remove Bosch, the freely elected president, from office after less than seven months. He was the main supporter of the Triumvirate government but failed to come to its aid when the Constitutionalist Revolt broke
               out on 24 April 1965 and arrested the members of the Triumvirate the next day. Wessin
               commanded the tank corps, which fought the Constitutionalists for control of the Duarte
               Bridge in the largest battle of the revolution. He became the face of the progovernment
               Loyalist forces, appearing on the cover of Time magazine’s issue of 7 May 1965. Provisional president Héctor García Godoy forced him into exile on his first day in office in September 1965. In 1968, Wessin founded the Partido Quisqueyano Demócrata (PQD) from abroad to lobby for his repatriation, which President Joaquín Balaguer permitted in January 1969. After returning, he began to conspire with both the leftist
               Movimiento Popular Dominicano and right-wing elements in the military. He ran for president as the PQD candidate
               in 1970, faring poorly in a loss to Balaguer, and then prepared to launch a coup against
               him with his allies in the armed forces. In April 1971, Balaguer went on television to forestall their attempted takeover and sent Wessin back into exile. In his absence,
               the PQD formed a coalition with the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) and three other opposition parties for the 1974 election, running a combined
               but unsuccessful ticket against Balaguer, with Antonio Guzmán for president and Wessin, still in exile, for vice president. Guzmán and the PRD
               defeated Balaguer in 1978 and issued a general amnesty to political exiles, allowing
               Wessin to return once again. In 1986, he gave the support of the small PQD to Balaguer
               and actively campaigned for him in his successful bid to return to the presidency.
               He joined the Balaguer administration as minister of the interior and then as secretary
               of the armed forces.
            

         

         
         	WESTENDORP AND COMPANY

         
         	
            A Dutch banking firm that negotiated a loan with Ulises Heureaux, secured with concessions on mining and railroad development. Most importantly, Heureaux
               authorized Westendorp to collect the nation’s revenues, operating its Customs houses.
               This arrangement passed to the U.S.-owned Santo Domingo Improvement Company (SDIC) when it took control of the Dominican debt from Westendorp. The SDIC in turn
               relinquished Customs revenue collection to the U.S. government’s Dominican Customs Receivership.
            

         

         
         	“WICKED UNCLES”

         
         	
            The nickname given to two of the brothers of Rafael Trujillo, Héctor Trujillo and José Arismendi Trujillo, who after his assassination on 30 May 1961 tried to maintain
               his dictatorship, in support of their nephew Ramfis Trujillo. They were forced to leave the country as a concession to democratic reforms, going
               to Jamaica. But when Ramfis also left the country on 14 November 1961, they returned
               to Santo Domingo the next day, going to San Isidro Air Force Base, where their military supporters were concentrated. But President John F. Kennedy threatened intervention
               on the part of the United States unless they left the country, sending an aircraft carrier and several other naval
               vessels with a landing force of marines. The top general in the air force also announced
               that his forces, based in Santiago, would oppose a return to power of the Trujillos. Facing this opposition, the Wicked
               Uncles left the country for good on 19 November 1961. 
            

         

         
         	WILSON PLAN

         
         	
            The last step before the United States imposed the marine occupation of the Dominican Republic and Haiti, it is the name by which U.S. president Woodrow Wilson’s policy toward the two countries
               became known there. His program aimed to impose political order and economic stability
               on Hispaniola after years of internal chaos and foreign debt default. The Wilson Plan comprised
               a list of demands the United States made on the two governments. The demands included
               a U.S.-directed restructuring of the international banking debt through further loans and the creation of a new military force to be trained
               and commanded by the U.S. Marine Corps. Both governments balked at the Wilson Plan,
               which led to even more intrusive intervention in both countries. The marine occupation
               of the Dominican Republic that followed Dominican rejection of Wilson’s demands lasted
               from June 1916 to August 1924.
            

         

         
         	WOMEN

         
         	
            Soon after the arrival of Christopher Columbus, men from Spain began to abuse indigenous Taíno women, prompting Taíno men to kill the first contingent of invaders left behind in
               1493. With colonization, the abuse became systematic, as Spanish men treated Taíno
               women as concubines, a form of sexual slavery decried by Bartolomé  de las Casas. The first famous woman in Dominican history was Anacaona, a charismatic cacique of the Taíno people, who greeted Bartholomew Columbus and his men but was executed by Governor Nicolás de Ovando. Mistreatment and disease resulted in a sharp decline in the number of Taíno women
               in the early 16th century. At the same time, the arrival of enslaved people from Africa
               further changed the demographic profile of the colonial population, as African women
               fell victim to the same mistreatment as Taíno women. The first famous Spanish woman
               was María de Toledo, wife of Diego Columbus and daughter-in-law of Christopher Columbus, but relatively few European women came
               to Santo Domingo, a situation that endured in the 17th and 18th centuries. During that period, the
               majority of people of color gained their freedom, as plantation agriculture stalled and the economy of the colony stagnated. As a result, free women of color had greater latitude for
               employment, working in a variety of professions in the towns, including as tailors,
               vendors, and hairdressers. Some of the most influential women during the colonial
               period were curanderas, healers who practiced and prescribed cures involving both magic and religion, who often doubled as procuresses.
            

            
             The War of Dominican Independence involved the participation of many women, including two female national patriotic
               heroes who are particularly celebrated, both associated with the creation of the first
               national flag: Concepción Bona and María Trinidad Sánchez. The latter was executed by the first president, Pedro Santana. Perhaps the most famous and most widely revered among Dominican women is Salomé Ureña de Henríquez, who is without question the most important woman in Dominican literature and education. Following in Salomé’s example, the first Dominican feminists were authors in the
               style of costumbrismo, which celebrated the customs and culture of national life. They include Amelia Francisca Marchena y Leyba and Virginia Elena Ortea. Another feminist author of the early 20th century was Abigail Mejía. The first periodical in the media to take a stance in favor of women’s rights was El Esfuerzo Feminino (The Feminist Force), first published in 1904.
            

            
            Women received the vote in 1944, during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, and some were permitted to join the Partido Dominicano (PD), but they did not hold significant political power. Instead, women were exhorted
               to marry and procreate, as Trujillo adopted a policy of eugenics soon after coming
               to power, with the aim of increasing the population. For more than three decades under
               the Trujillo regime, women were subject to its hypermasculine ethos and practices,
               which were often exploitative and even predatory. The most famous of the countless
               female victims of the Trujillo regime are the Mirabal sisters, who are international symbols of violence against women and for women’s rights.
            

            
            Not until the 21st century did Dominican women gain high office in the country. The
               first woman to be vice president was Milagros Bosch, sister of Juan Bosch, who joined Hipólito Mejía when he was elected president in 2000 and ran unsuccessfully with him for reelection in both 2008 and 2012. The
               incumbent is Vice President Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, wife of former three-term
               president Leonel Fernández, elected in 2012 on a ticket with President Danilo Medina.
            

            
               The greatest impediment to full social, economic, and political equality for Dominican
               women continues to be the ingrained culture of masculinity, or machismo, which has
               roots deep in the nation’s history but became worse during the Trujillo regime. Today,
               the country ranks 105th out of 152 nations studied in the Gender Inequality Index,
               and 72nd out of 136 in the Global Gender Gap Index. Despite the fact that women constitute
               more than half the population and are the majority in the labor force (at 51.2 percent),
               only 19 percent of the Congress is female. Dominican women can expect to live to be 80 years old, almost five years
               older than Dominican men.
            

         

         
         	WOSS Y GIL, ALEJANDRO (1856–1932)

         
         	
            General and president twice, 1885 to 1887 and again in 1903. Born in El Seibo, he was raised in Santiago by an uncle who was surnamed Gil. He entered military service and rose to the position
               of minister of war under President Father Francisco Gregorio Billini, whom he replaced upon the cleric’s resignation in May 1885. He left office in January
               1887, yielding to Ulises Heureaux, who would establish himself as dictator until being assassinated in 1899. Woss y
               Gil led the coup that removed Juan Isidro Jimenes from power in March 1903, and was himself removed by Carlos Felipe Morales in October of the same year.
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         	XARAGUA

         
         	
            See . 
            

         

      

      
      
   
      Y

      
      
      
         
         	YOLA

         
         	
            The Dominican word for a small boat, in particular the kind often used to transport
               would-be immigrants to Puerto Rico in the United States, across the dangerous Mona Passage. Similar to waterborne refugees from Cuba and Haiti, Dominicans who take to the high seas in small craft run great risks to improve their
               lives. The overcrowded craft often founder in the stormy strait, and untold thousands
               have drowned in the attempt over the years. Dominican yola traffic became a phenomenon in the 1970s when collapsing sugar prices led to a crisis in the economy and has continued since then. The main embarkation point for yolas is Miches on the south coast of Samaná Bay. The men who contract to take runs to Puerto Rico in their yolas have a bad reputation, as documented in Wilfrido Vargas’s song “La Yola.” The presence of U.S. Coast Guard and Border Patrol personnel on
               Mona Island do not deter ongoing, desperate efforts to cross the 128-kilometer (80-mile)
               channel in yolas, with more dying every year.
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         	ZAFRA

         
         	
            The Spanish word for harvest, in the Dominican Republic it is connoted with the sugar industry. The size of the sugar harvest has often paralleled the prosperity of the
               country’s economy since the arrival of industrial, internationally owned and operated sugar production with the U.S. Marine occupation of 1926–1924. The sugar harvest became a subject of increasing importance during
               the 1950s, as Rafael Trujillo took control of the industry and looked for a higher quota of the U.S. sugar market.
               The size of the sugar harvest became an obsession to Joaquín Balaguer, as it did to Fidel Castro of Cuba, during the sugar price boom of the early 1970s,
               reaching its height with a campaign in 1974 exhorting “Dominicans, cut the cane!”
               
            

         

         
         	ZEMI

         
         	
            A Taíno representation of a deity, in the form of a small statue, or an amulet. The broad
               pantheon of Taíno gods and spirits resulted in a wide variety of zemis, with individuals possessing their own personal zemi statues, while other statues were revered in common, in a central place. Caciques (chieftains) owned the most powerful zemis. They conducted communal rituals seeking prophecy or asking favors from the zemis, which involved the use of hallucinogens, with the caciques interpreting their visions
               for signs of what was in store for the community. Much of what is known about the
               creation and worship of zemis by the Taíno comes from the writing of Brother Ramón Pané, who recorded that zemis, made of wood or stone, were believed to have diverse powers. According to Pané,
               among the most potent of the Taíno gods were Guabancex, a female zemi who controlled winds, waves, and hurricanes, and her two companions, Guatauva, who brought rain, and Coatrisquie, who held the
               rain in the valleys and caused flooding. Other zemis were considered vital for productive agriculture. Warriors strung small zemis on their foreheads before going into battle. Zemi statues were so common that they have been found in large numbers not only by archaeologists
               at their sites but also by farmers in plowed fields. Examples can be found in several
               museums in the country, especially the Museo del Hombre Dominicano (Museum of Dominican Man)
               in Santo Domingo, which holds one of the largest and most diverse collections of zemis in the world. 
            

         

         
         	ZONA COLONIAL

         
         	
            See .
            

         

         
         	ZONA FRANCA

         
         	
            Free trade zones (FTZ) are government-sponsored industrial areas that permit companies to manufacture
               products for export without paying tariffs, in order to provide employment and boost
               the economy. FTZs produce a wide variety of items, mainly textiles, electronics, jewelry,  tobacco   products,  and pharmaceuticals, among many others.  The first zona franca was established in 1969, during the Twelve Years’ period of Joaquín Balaguer’s presidency. There were still only six of them in 1985, after the administrations
               of two  presidents   of the  Partido Revolucionario Dominicano   (PRD), but after Balaguer returned to power in 1986, he supported a major expansion
               of  zona franca   development, so that by 1989 there were 15 FTZs, and in 1995, the number was up
               to 24. The next president,  Leonel Fernández   of the  Partido de la Liberación Dominicana   (PLD), also encouraged  zonas francas, and    by 2001, the year after his first term in office ended, they had increased
               to 43 facilities around the country. The government of  Hipólito Mejía   of the PRD continued the push, with 51 zones in 2005, after his single term in office.
               Growth slowed thereafter, and at the time of the global recession that began in 2008,
               with Fernández in office, the number of registered FTZs hit its high point at 55 in
               2010, but only 47 of them had active operations. Of these, 31 were privately held,
               21 were public facilities, and three were operating through charities. 
            

            
             The percentage of total Dominican exports accounted for by FTZs amounted to almost
               62 percent that year, equal to more than $4 billion in trade. There were 20,000 FTZ
               workers in 1983, 10 times that many at the height of the boom in 2000, and then a
               decline from 200,000 to 120,000 in 2010.  
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                  Pedro Santana

               
               
               	
                  13 November 1844–4 August 1848

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  4 August 1848–8 September 1848

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Manuel Jimenes

               
               
               	
                  4 August 1848–29 May 1849

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Buenaventura Báez

               
               
               	
                  29 May 1849–15 February 1853

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pedro Santana

               
               
               	
                  15 February 1853–26 May 1856

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Manuel de Regla Mota

               
               
               	
                  26 May 1856–8 October 1856

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Buenaventura Báez

               
               
               	
                  8 October 1856–13 June 1858

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  José Desiderio Valverde

               
               
               	
                  13 June 1858–31 August 1858

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pedro Santana

               
               
               	
                  31 August 1858–18 March 1861

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Annexation to Spain

               
               
               	
                  18 March 1861–25 March 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Gaspar Polanco 

               
               
               	
                  October 1864–January 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Benigno Rojas Ramos

               
               
               	
                  January 1865–25 March 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pedro Antonio Pimental

               
               
               	
                  25 March 1865–4 August 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  José María Cabral

               
               
               	
                  4 August 1865–15 November 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pedro Guillermo

               
               
               	
                  15 November 1865–8 December 1865

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Buenaventura Báez

               
               
               	
                  8 December 1865–29 May 1866

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Triumverate

               
               
               	
                  29 May 1866–22 August 1866

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Gregorio Luperón

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pedro Antonio Pimental

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Federico de Jesús García

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  José María Cabral

               
               
               	
                  22 August 1866–3 January 1868

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Manuel Altagracia Cáceres

               
               
               	
                  31 January 1868–13 February 1868

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Junta of generals
                  

               
               
               	
                  13 February 1868–2 May 1868

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Buenaventura Báez

               
               
               	
                  2 May 1868–2 January 1874

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ignacio María González

               
               
               	
                  2 January 1874–22 January 1874

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Generals-in-Chief

               
               
               	
                  22 January 1874–6 April 1874

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ignacio María González

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Manuel Altagracia Cáceres

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ignacio María González 

               
               
               	
                  `6 April 1874–23 February 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  23 February 1876–29 April 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulises Francisco Espaillat

               
               
               	
                  29 April 1876–5 October 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Superior Governing Junta

               
               
               	
                  5 October 1876–11 November 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ignacio María González

               
               
               	
                  11 November 1876–9 December 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Marcos Antonio Cabral

               
               
               	
                  9 December 1876–26 December 1876

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Buenaventura Báez

               
               
               	
                  26 December 1876–2 March 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  2 March 1878–5 March 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Cesareo Guillermo

               
               
               	
                  5 March 1878–6 July 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ignacio María González

               
               
               	
                  6 July 1878–2 September 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  People’s Military Chiefs

               
               
               	
                  2 September 1878–6 September 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Cesareo Guillermo

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulises Heureaux

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jacinto de Castro

               
               
               	
                  7 September 1878–29 September 1878

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  30 September 1878–27 February 1879

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Cesareo Guillermo

               
               
               	
                  27 February 1879–6 December 1879

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Gregorio Luperón

               
               
               	
                  6 December 1879–1 September 1880

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fernando Arturo de Meriño 

               
               
               	
                  1 September 1880–1 September 1882

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulises Heureaux

               
               
               	
                  1 September 1882–1 September 1884

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Gregorio Luperón

               
               
               	
                  1 September 1884–16 May 1885

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Alejandro Woss y Gil

               
               
               	
                  16 May 1885–6 January 1887

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulises Heureaux

               
               
               	
                  6 January 1887–26 July 1899

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Juan Wenceslao Figueroa

               
               
               	
                  26 July 1899–30 August 1899

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Revolutionary Governing Junta

               
               
               	
                  31 August 1899–4 September 1899

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Horacio Vásquez

               
               
               	
                  4 September 1899–15 November 1899

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Juan Isidro Jimenes

               
               
               	
                  15 November 1899–2 May 1902

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Horacio Vásquez

               
               
               	
                  2 May 1902–23 April 1903

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Alejandro Woss y Gil

               
               
               	
                  23 April 1903–24 November 1903

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Carlos Felipe Morales

               
               
               	
                  24 November 1903–25 December 1905

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  25 December 1905–12 January 1906

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ramón Cáceres

               
               
               	
                  12 January 1906–19 November 1911

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  19 November 1911–5 December 1911

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Eladio Victoria

               
               
               	
                  5 December 1911–30 November 1912

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Adolfo Alejandro Nouel

               
               
               	
                  30 November 1912–13 April 1913

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  José Bordas Valdez

               
               
               	
                  14 April 1913–27 August 1914

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ramón Báez

               
               
               	
                  28 August 1914–5 December 1914

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Juan Isidro Jimenes

               
               
               	
                  5 December 1914–7 May 1916

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Council of Secretaries of State

               
               
               	
                  7 May 1916–31 July 1916

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Francisco Henríquez y Carvajal

               
               
               	
                  31 July 1916–29 November 1916

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  United States Marine Occupation

               
               
               	
                  1916–1924

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Juan Bautista Vicini Burgos

               
               
               	
                  21 October 1922–12 July 1924

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Horacio Vásquez

               
               
               	
                  12 July 1924–3 March 1930

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Rafael Estrella Ureña

               
               
               	
                  3 March 1930–16 August 1930

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Rafael Trujillo 

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1930–16 August 1938

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jacinto Peynado

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1938–24 February 1940

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jesús Troncoso de la Concha

               
               
               	
                  24 February 1940–18 May 1942

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Rafael Trujillo

               
               
               	
                  18 May 1942–16 August 1952

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Héctor Trujillo

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1952–3 August 1960

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Joaquín Balaguer

               
               
               	
                  3 August 1960–16 January 1962

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Civic-Military Council

               
               
               	
                  16 January 1962–18 January 1962

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Rafael Bonnelly

               
               
               	
                  18 January 1962–27 February 1963

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Juan Bosch

               
               
               	
                  27 February 1963–25 September 1963

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Triumverate

               
               
               	
                  25 September 1963–25 April 1965

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Donald Reid Cabral

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Manuel Enrique Táveres Espaillat

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ramón Tapia Espinal

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Antonio Imbert Barrera

               
               
               	
                  7 May 1965–30 August 1965

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Héctor García-Godoy

               
               
               	
                  3 September 1965–1 July 1966

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Joaquín Balaguer

               
               
               	
                  1 July 1966–16 August 1978

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Antonio Guzmán

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1978–4 July 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jacobo Majluta Azar

               
               
               	
                  4 July 1982–16 August 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Salvador Jorge Blanco

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1982–16 August 1986

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Joaquín Balaguer 

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1986–16 August 1996

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Leonel Fernández 

               
               
               	
                  16 August 1996–16 August 2000

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Hipólito Mejía

               
               
               	
                  16 August 2000–16 August 2004

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Leonel Fernández

               
               
               	
                  16 August 2004–16 August 2012

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Danilo Medina

               
               
               	
                  16 August 2012–present
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      There are 31 provinces in the Dominican Republic, in addition to the Distrito Nacional.

      
      
         	
            Azua

         

         
         	
            Bahoruco

         

         
         	
            Barahona

         

         
         	
            Dajabón

         

         
         	
            Duarte

         

         
         	
            El Seibo

         

         
         	
            Elías Piña

         

         
         	
            Espaillat

         

         
         	
            Hato Mayor

         

         
         	
            Hermanas Mirabal

         

         
         	
            Independencia

         

         
         	
            La Altagracia

         

         
         	
            La Romana

         

         
         	
            La Vega

         

         
         	
            María Trinidad Sánchez

         

         
         	
            Monseñor Nouel

         

         
         	
            Monte Cristi

         

         
         	
            Monte Plata

         

         
         	
            Pedernales

         

         
         	
            Peravia

         

         
         	
            Puerto Plata

         

         
         	
            Samaná

         

         
         	
            San Cristóbal

         

         
         	
            San José de Ocoa

         

         
         	
            San Juan

         

         
         	
            San Pedro de Macorís

         

         
         	
            Sánchez Ramírez

         

         
         	
            Santiago

         

         
         	
            Santiago Rodríguez

         

         
         	
            Santo Domingo

         

         
         	
            Valverde

         

      

      
      
   
      Bibliography

      
         
         
         
      

      
      

      Contents

      
      

      
      

      Introduction

      
      The Dominican Republic has been less studied than most other countries in the hemisphere.
         Most of the scholarly work has been pursued by Dominicans and has been written in
         Spanish. Because this book is a reference work in English, most of the sources in
         the following bibliography are in that language, along with the best works that have
         been written in Spanish. 
      

      
       The Latin American Research Review, Caribbean Studies, and a few other scholarly journals have published articles on the Dominican Republic
         that may be of interest to researchers. These can be located using the JSTOR (Journal
         Storage) search engine. For those who read Spanish, the best scholarly journal is
         Eme Eme, published in Santo Domingo.
      

      
       There are several useful volumes of general reference that offer introductory material
         concerning the Dominican Republic. The best overall source on Latin American history
         is the Cambridge History of Latin America, edited by Leslie Bethell, which contains several chapters on the Dominican Republic.
         The Encyclopedia of Latin America and the Oxford Dictionary of Caribbean and African American Biography, edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Franklin W. Knight, both contain many authoritative
         entries on Dominican topics.
      

      
       The best narrative history of the Dominican Republic is The Dominican Republic, A National History by Frank Moya Pons, who is the dean of Dominican historians. Many of his books appear
         in the following bibliography. There are two useful anthologies offering documents
         from Dominican history and literature: The Dominican People: A Documentary History, edited by Ernesto Sagas and Orlando Inoa, and The Dominican Republic Reader: History, Politics, Culture, edited by Eric Paul Roorda, Lauren H. Derby, and Raymundo González.
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