
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            
               The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects,
               including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, 
               cultures, customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music,
               philosophy, religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly
               informative introductory essays on the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some
               cases, cover vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more
               recent events.
               
            

            
            
               Brief A–Z entries describe the main people, events, politics, social issues, institutions,
               and policies that make the topic unique, and entries are cross-referenced for
               ease of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject
               areas, providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone
               wanting to know more. Additionally, maps, photographs, and appendixes of supplemental
               information aid high school and college students doing term papers or introductory
               research projects. In short, the historical dictionaries are the perfect starting
               point for anyone looking to research in these fields.
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      Editor’s Foreword

      
      
      That Barack Obama was the 44th president of the United States was a considerable achievement
         for an African American, but his accomplishments will count for much more. This is
         a good time to take another look at the Obama administration, both to show what happened
         during his second administration and also to evaluate the administration as a whole.
      

      
      This second edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Barack Obama Administration by necessity covers twice as much information as the first edition. It contains a
         list of acronyms; a chronology; an introduction; a dictionary section with entries
         on important people, places, events, institutions, and other relevant topics; appendixes;
         and finally an extensive bibliography.
      

      
      This new edition was written by the same authors as the first, Michael J. Pomante
         II and Scot Schraufnagel. Pomante is a visiting assistant professor at Tulane University
         and specializes in, among other things, the American presidency. He has been teaching
         classes on American government and politics for the last decade. Schraufnagel obtained
         his Ph.D. from Florida State University in 2002 and is a full professor and chair
         of the Department of Political Science at Northern Illinois University. Also focusing
         on the presidency and U.S. Congress, he has written numerous articles for journals
         as well as several books, including Third Party Blues. He is also the author of the Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Congress in this series. We are greatly indebted to them for their efforts and for rounding
         out the story. This book should be kept handy when judging Obama’s successors.
      

       

      Jon Woronoff

      
      Series Editor

      
      
   
      Preface

      
      
      We are pleased to be writing this text on Barack Obama, the first African American
         president of the United States. In a country with a rich history of racial animosities,
         Obama represents a notable deviation in the trajectory of America’s presidential history.
         At the close of his second term in office, a survey of the personalities and events
         associated with his presidency is fitting. In this walk through recent history, we
         will be keen to point out the president’s successes, failures, and challenges. Governing
         in a society ripe with ideological and partisan polarization, the Obama administration
         was surrounded by controversy, much of it manufactured by his opponents but salient
         nonetheless. This volume will attempt to provide perspective and clarity on the most
         important individuals and experiences connected to Obama during his eight years in
         office, but also his early life. The information covered in this volume includes discussion
         of his transition out of office and events taking place at the beginning of the Donald
         Trump administration. The last two chronological entries in this volume relate to
         acts of terrorism, one domestic and the other international, an unfortunate recurring
         theme throughout many of the years of President Obama’s public life.
      

      
      We owe a debt of gratitude to several people, without whom we could not have completed
         the work on this project. The most important help came from Michael’s wife, Rebecca
         Pomante. Her help in brainstorming, collecting sources, and proofreading were crucial
         to the success of the project. We also received research assistance from Autumn Schraufnagel
         and students at Northern Illinois and Tulane universities. Evan Walter and Alex Freedman
         are among the students who contributed the most. The following students are listed
         alphabetically, because it would be difficult to disentangle the relative assistance
         each provided to the project, and each was in some important way uniquely helpful:
         Ben Donovan, Danielle Gramelli, Hannah Krawczyk, Daniel McVeigh, Jessica Rinehart,
         Tyler Stringer, Cady Wakitsch, and Kelsey Watts. Each was instrumental in helping
         us meet our deadline of August 2017. We would also like to thank Jon Woronoff, the
         series editor, for choosing us to write a second edition, and for his counsel and
         all his hard work in editing an earlier draft of this work. We remain solely responsible
         for the accuracy of all content.
      

      
      In order to facilitate the rapid and efficient location of information and to make
         this book as useful a reference tool as possible, extensive cross-references are provided
         in the dictionary section. Within individual entries, terms that have their own entries
         are in boldface type the first time they appear. Related terms that do not appear in the text of an individual
         entry are indicated by see also references at the end of many of the dictionary entries. See references are supplied in place of an entry and refer readers to other entries that
         are related to the topic.
      

      
      
   
      Acronyms and Abbreviations

      
      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  A.B.

               
               
               	
                  Artium Baccalaureus (Bachelor of Arts)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ACLU 

               
               
               	
                  American Civil Liberties Union

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ACORN

               
               
               	
                  Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AFL-CIO

               
               
               	
                  American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AFLAC

               
               
               	
                  American Family Life Assurance Company

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AHIP

               
               
               	
                  American Health Insurance Plans

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AIG

               
               
               	
                  American International Group

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AMA

               
               
               	
                  American Medical Association

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ATF

               
               
               	
                  Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (formerly Bureau of Alcohol,
                     Tobacco, and Firearms)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  B.A.

               
               
               	
                  Bachelor of Arts

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BATS

               
               
               	
                  Better Alternative Trading System

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BLM

               
               
               	
                  Black Lives Matter

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BP

               
               
               	
                  British Petroleum

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  B.S.

               
               
               	
                  Bachelor of Science

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CAFE

               
               
               	
                  Corporate Average Fuel Economy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CARS

               
               
               	
                  Car Allowance Rebate System

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CBC

               
               
               	
                  Congressional Black Caucus

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CBO

               
               
               	
                  Congressional Budget Office

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CEA

               
               
               	
                  Council of Economic Advisers

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CENTCOM

               
               
               	
                  Central Command

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CEO

               
               
               	
                  chief executive officer

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CFPB

               
               
               	
                  Consumer Financial Protection Bureau

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CGI

               
               
               	
                  Clinton Global Initiative

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIA

               
               
               	
                  Central Intelligence Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CNN

               
               
               	
                  Cable News Network

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPC

               
               
               	
                  Communist Party of China

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPS

               
               
               	
                  Chicago Public Schools

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DADT

               
               
               	
                  Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  D-

               
               
               	
                  Democrat

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  D.C.

               
               
               	
                  District of Columbia

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DJIA

               
               
               	
                  Dow Jones Industrial Average

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DNC

               
               
               	
                  Democratic National Committee

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DOD

               
               
               	
                  Department of Defense

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DOJ

               
               
               	
                  Department of Justice

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DOMA

               
               
               	
                  Defense of Marriage Act

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DPRK

               
               
               	
                  Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Dr.

               
               
               	
                  Doctor

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DREAM

               
               
               	
                  Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EISA

               
               
               	
                  Energy Independent and Security Act

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EPA

               
               
               	
                  Environmental Protection Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ESA

               
               
               	
                  Economics and Statistics Administration

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EU

               
               
               	
                  European Union

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EUC

               
               
               	
                  Emergency Unemployment Compensation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FBI

               
               
               	
                  Federal Bureau of Investigation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FEC

               
               
               	
                  Federal Elections Commission

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FEMA

               
               
               	
                  Federal Emergency Management Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GDP

               
               
               	
                  gross domestic product

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  G.I.

               
               
               	
                  Government Issue

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GM

               
               
               	
                  General Motors

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GOP

               
               
               	
                  Grand Old Party or Gallant Old Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  H.J. Res.

               
               
               	
                  House Joint Resolution

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  H.R.

               
               
               	
                  House of Representatives (used as a prefix for a bill) 

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  HUJI

               
               
               	
                  Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  I-

               
               
               	
                  Independent 

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IAEA

               
               
               	
                  International Atomic Energy Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IMF

               
               
               	
                  International Monetary Fund

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Inc.

               
               
               	
                  Incorporated

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRS 

               
               
               	
                  Internal Revenue Service

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ISIL

               
               
               	
                  Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ISIS

               
               
               	
                  Islamic State of Iraq and Syria

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IT

               
               
               	
                  information technology

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  J.D.

               
               
               	
                  Juris Doctorate

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LEAs

               
               
               	
                  local educational agencies

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LGBT

               
               
               	
                  lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LLC

               
               
               	
                  Limited Liability Company

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  M.A.

               
               
               	
                  Master of Arts

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  M.B.A.

               
               
               	
                  Master’s in Business Administration

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MD

               
               
               	
                  Medical Doctor

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MP

               
               
               	
                  Member of Parliament

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MPG

               
               
               	
                  miles per gallon

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  M.Phil.

               
               
               	
                  Master of Philosophy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NAACP

               
               
               	
                  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NASDAQ

               
               
               	
                  National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NATO

               
               
               	
                  North Atlantic Treaty Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NBC

               
               
               	
                  National Broadcast Corporation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NCLB

               
               
               	
                  No Child Left Behind

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NGO

               
               
               	
                  nongovernmental organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NRA

               
               
               	
                  National Rifle Association

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NSA

               
               
               	
                  National Security Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NTC

               
               
               	
                  National Transitional Council

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NYSE

               
               
               	
                  New York Stock Exchange

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OAS

               
               
               	
                  Organization of American States

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OFR

               
               
               	
                  Office of the Federal Register 

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OMB

               
               
               	
                  Office of Management and Budget

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OPEC

               
               
               	
                  Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PAC

               
               
               	
                  political action committee

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ph.D.

               
               
               	
                  Doctor of Philosophy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  P.L.

               
               
               	
                  Public Law

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PRC

               
               
               	
                  People’s Republic of China

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  R-

               
               
               	
                  Republican

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RNC

               
               
               	
                  Republican National Committee

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ROC 

               
               
               	
                  Republic of China (Taiwan)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ROK

               
               
               	
                  Republic of Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  S.

               
               
               	
                  Senate (used as a prefix for a bill)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  S&P

               
               
               	
                  Standard & Poor’s

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SBA

               
               
               	
                  Small Business Administration

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SEALs

               
               
               	
                  Sea, Air, and Land

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  START

               
               
               	
                  Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TARP

               
               
               	
                  Troubled Asset Relief Program

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TBD

               
               
               	
                  to be determined

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TNC

               
               
               	
                  Transitional National Council (in Libya)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TPP

               
               
               	
                  Trans-Pacific Partnership

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAV

               
               
               	
                  unmanned aerial vehicle (drone)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAW

               
               
               	
                  United Auto Workers

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UN

               
               
               	
                  United Nations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNAMA

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  U.S.

               
               
               	
                  United States

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USAID

               
               
               	
                  United States Aid in Development

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USSR

               
               
               	
                  United Soviet Socialist Republics

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USTR

               
               
               	
                  United States trade representative

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VA

               
               
               	
                  Department of Veterans’ Affairs

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  V.O.W.

               
               
               	
                  Veterans Opportunity to Work

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  WMDs

               
               
               	
                  weapons of mass destruction

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  WTO

               
               
               	
                  World Trade Organization

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Chronology

      
      
      1959   21 August: Hawaii becomes the 50th state.
      

      
      1960   May: Stanley Ann Dunham, Barack Obama’s mother, graduates from Mercer Island High School
         in Mercer Island, Washington, an eastside suburb of Seattle. Summer: Stanley Ann Dunham and her parents move to Honolulu, Hawaii. Her parents, who move
         frequently during their marriage, are seeking business opportunities in the newest
         American state. Fall: Stanley Ann Dunham enrolls in the University of Hawaii at Mãnoa and meets Barack
         Obama Sr. in a Russian language class. He was 23 years old and had moved to Hawaii
         from Kenya, East Africa, to pursue an education.
      

      
      1961   20 January: John F. Kennedy is sworn in as 35th president of United States. 2 February: Barack Obama Sr. and Stanley Ann Dunham marry in Wailuku on the island of Maui; Dunham
         is two months pregnant. 4 August: Barack Obama II is born in Kapiolani Maternity and Gynecological Hospital (now the
         Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and Children) in Honolulu. September: Stanley Ann Dunham, with her one-month-old baby, Barack Obama II, moves back to Seattle,
         Washington, and takes classes at the University of Washington for one year.
      

      
      1962   June: Barack Obama Sr. graduates from the University of Hawaii. September: Lolo Soetoro, Stanley Ann Dunham’s future second husband, moves to Honolulu to study
         geography at the University of Hawaii. Fall: Barack Obama Sr. attends Harvard University.
      

      
      1963   January: Stanley Ann Dunham and her son return to Honolulu, Hawaii, and she enrolls at the
         University of Hawaii for the spring semester.
      

      
      1964   January: Stanley Ann Dunham files for divorce from Barack Obama Sr. March: Divorce is finalized without contest by Barack Obama Sr. June: Lolo Soetoro graduates from the University of Hawaii with an M.A. in geography. 2   July: The Civil Rights Act of 1964 becomes law, setting standards for nondiscrimination
         based on race, color, gender, religion, and national origin.
      

      
      1965   15 March: Stanley Ann Dunham marries Lolo Soetoro. May: Barack Obama Sr. receives an M.A. in economics from Harvard University.
      

      
      1967   6 August: Stanley Ann Dunham receives a B.A. in anthropology from the University of Hawaii.
         October: Stanley Ann Dunham and six-year-old Barack Obama II move to Indonesia to live with
         Dunham’s new husband.
      

      
      1970   15 August: Stanley Ann Dunham and Lolo Soetoro have a daughter and name her Maya Kassandra Soetoro.
         The future president’s sister has been a close confidant throughout his adult life.
      

      
      1971   February: The Congressional Black Caucus is formed to represent neglected citizens and their
         legislative concerns. Barack Obama would subsequently join the caucus in 2004 after
         securing a U.S. Senate seat from Illinois. June/July: Stanley Ann Dunham visits her parents in Hawaii and enrolls her son, Barack Obama
         II, in the fifth grade at Punahou, a private school in Honolulu, and the future president
         begins to live full time with his maternal grandparents. December: Barack Obama Sr. visits his son for approximately a month, the last time the two
         see each other and the only memory the president has of his father.
      

      
      1972   August: Stanley Ann Dunham and her daughter move back to Honolulu and are reunited with her
         son and parents. She begins graduate study in anthropology at the University of Hawaii
         at Mãnoa. 7 November: Joe Biden overcomes large odds to win a U.S. Senate seat from Delaware; he serves
         in this position until chosen by Barack Obama to be his vice-presidential running
         mate in 2008.
      

      
      1974   December: Stanley Ann Dunham completes her course work, earning an M.A. in anthropology from
         the University of Hawaii at Mãnoa.
      

      
      1975 Stanley Ann Dunham and her daughter return to Indonesia to conduct anthropological
         fieldwork. Barack Obama II is given the opportunity to join them, but he prefers to
         finish high school at Punahou and live with his grandparents.
      

      
      1977   17 June: Joe and Jill Biden are married at the chapel in the United Nations complex in New
         York City.
      

      
      1979   May: Barack Obama graduates from Punahou High School in Honolulu, Hawaii. August: Obama begins attending Occidental College in Los Angeles, California.
      

      
      1980   5 November: Lolo Soetoro and Stanley Ann Dunham divorce. Soetoro remarries the same year.
      

      
      1981   18 February: Barack Obama makes his first public address at Occidental College at a rally intended
         to encourage the school to disinvest in South Africa, which was still practicing apartheid.
         Summer: Barack Obama transfers to Columbia University in New York City.
      

      
      1982   24 November: Barack Obama Sr. dies in a car crash in Nairobi, Kenya.
      

      
      1983   May: Obama receives a bachelor of arts degree in political science from Columbia University
         with an emphasis in international relations. Summer: Failing to immediately secure a position as a community organizer, Obama takes a
         position with the Business International Corporation.
      

      
      1985   June: Barack Obama moves to Chicago and starts working as a community organizer for the
         Developing Communities Project. The project was intended to help low-income residents
         on Chicago’s South Side fight the city to create job banks in their neighborhoods
         and remove asbestos from their homes.
      

      
      1987   2 March: Lolo Soetoro, at the age of 52, dies from liver failure.
      

      
      1988   May: Obama leaves his job as a community organizer in Chicago. August: He enrolls in Harvard Law School.
      

      
      1989   Summer: Obama returns to the city of Chicago to serve as a summer intern at the law firm
         of Sidley Austin, where he meets his future wife, Michelle Robinson.
      

      
      1990   February: Obama is elected the first-ever African American president of the Harvard Law Review. Summer: After his second year of law school, Obama returns, again, to Chicago, this time
         to work as a summer associate with the law firm Hopkins & Sutter.
      

      
      1991   May: Obama graduates magna cum laude from Harvard Law School with a juris doctorate degree
         and moves back to Chicago. August: He accepts a two-year position as a visiting law and government fellow at the University
         of Chicago Law School and begins work on his first book, Dreams from My Father.
      

      
      1992   April: Obama begins working for Project Vote, a national nonprofit organization dedicated
         to increasing voter turnout of marginalized and underrepresented citizens. 9 August: Stanley Ann Dunham receives a Ph.D. from the University of Hawaii. 3 October: Barack Obama and Michelle Robinson marry. October: Project Vote ends, having reached its goal of 400,000 registered black voters in
         Illinois.
      

      
      1993 Obama begins work as a civil rights attorney for Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland
         in Chicago. 21 December: “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” becomes the official U.S. policy regarding gays in the military.
         The policy is rescinded during Obama’s first term in office. He will endorse a repeal
         of the law in his 2008 presidential election campaign.
      

      
      1995   5 June: Obama, the civil rights attorney, wins a lawsuit that forces the state of Illinois
         to enforce the 1993 federal Motor Voter Law, which allows individuals to register
         for voting when applying for or renewing their driver’s license or applying for social
         services. 18 July: Barack Obama’s first book, Dreams from My Father, is published. 19 September: Obama announces his candidacy for Illinois’s 13th Senate district. 7 November: Stanley Ann Dunham dies of uterine cancer; she has been suffering from the illness
         since late 1994. Barack Obama and his sister spread their mother’s ashes in the Pacific
         Ocean at Lunai Lookout on the south side of the Hawaiian island of Oahu.
      

      
      1996   Spring: Barack Obama leaves his position as a civil rights attorney with Davis, Miner, Barnhill
         & Galland to focus on his campaign for an Illinois state senate seat. 17 September: The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) is signed into law by President Bill Clinton and
         establishes the national government’s position of marriage as a union between one
         man and one woman. The act is overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court during Obama’s
         second term in office. He will endorse a repeal of the law in his 2008 presidential
         election campaign.
      

      
      1997   8 January: Barack Obama is sworn in as state senator in the state of Illinois, representing the
         13th District.
      

      
      1998   4 July: The president’s first daughter, Malia Ann Obama, is born. November: Obama wins reelection to the state senate, having completed a two-year term.
      

      
      2000   7 November: Obama suffers defeat in the Democratic Party primary for Illinois’s 1st U.S. House
         district.
      

      
      2001   10 June: The president’s second daughter, Natasha Obama, is born. 11 September: Terrorists attack New York City and Washington, D.C., an event that leads to wars
         in Iraq and Afghanistan. 7 October: Operation Enduring Freedom is launched, marking the beginning of the war in Afghanistan
         that continued throughout Obama’s time in office. 26 October: The Patriot Act, which allows for more aggressive government surveillance, first
         passes the U.S. Congress; significant parts of the act were extended twice by Obama
         during his time as president.
      

      
      2002   November: Obama wins reelection to the state senate in Illinois, completing a four-year term.
      

      
      2003   23 January: After securing the campaign assistance of David Axelrod, Obama announces his candidacy
         for a U.S. Senate seat from the state of Illinois.
      

      
      2004   16 March: Obama wins the U.S. Senate Democratic Party primary in a landslide, receiving 53
         percent of the vote against six other contenders. 27 July: Obama delivers the keynote address at the Democratic Party National Convention in
         Boston, Massachusetts. The speech draws wide acclaim and helps to boost his U.S. Senate
         general election campaign. 13 September: The assault weapons ban passed during the Clinton years is allowed to expire; weapons
         covered by the ban are used in mass shootings during Obama’s years as president. 2 November: Obama wins the U.S. Senate seat, defeating Republican Alan Keyes with 70 percent of
         the votes cast. Year’s End: The Obamas finish paying off their student loans only a few years before the 2008
         presidential campaign, a fact used by Michelle Obama to help her connect with college
         students during the campaign.
      

      
      2005   4 January: Obama is sworn in as a U.S. senator from the state of Illinois.
      

      
      2006   December: Julian Assange founds WikiLeaks, which provides secret information in a public domain
         on the Internet. The organization drew considerable attention during Obama’s time
         as president as the recipient of leaked military documents from Bradley Manning; as
         a supporter of Edward Snowden, who leaks intelligence information to the Guardian newspaper; and as the source of e-mails associated with the Hillary Clinton presidential
         election campaign in 2016.
      

      
      2007   January: Obama is chosen to chair the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on European Affairs where he
         gains valuable foreign policy experience. He also leaves the Environmental and Public
         Works Committee in the Senate to gain a seat on the Homeland Security and Governmental
         Affairs Committee and the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. Observers
         suggest the moves were motivated by his plan to run for president. 10 February: Obama announces, in Springfield, Illinois, that he would be a candidate for the Democratic
         Party nomination in the 2008 presidential election. 25 April: Republican senator John McCain (Arizona), Obama’s major party opponent in the 2008
         election, announces his bid to run for president. December: The month marks the beginning of the Great Recession, which Obama will be forced
         to deal with during his first years in the White House.
      

      
      2008   3 January: Obama wins a plurality of the vote in the Iowa Democratic Party caucus, legitimizing
         his bid to become the party’s presidential candidate. 3 June: Obama claims he has secured the simple majority of delegates necessary to win the
         Democratic Party nomination for president; Hillary Clinton concedes the nomination
         to Obama four days later. 25–28 August: The Democratic Party presidential nominating convention is held in Denver, Colorado.
         Convention delegates endorse Obama and Joe Biden as the party’s presidential and vice-presidential
         candidates. 16 September: Major financial institutions in the United States fail, due primarily to exposure
         to risky subprime mortgages. This devolves into a global economic crisis prompting
         bank failures in Europe and the United States. 6 October: The beginning of a week that witnesses an 18 percent decline in the Dow Jones Industrial
         Average and a 20 percent decline in Standard & Poor’s 500. Many argue that this financial
         collapse, which occurs at the end of Republican president George W. Bush’s time in
         office, ensures the success of the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate in the
         coming November presidential election. 4 November: Barack Obama wins the popular vote for president and sufficient Electoral College
         pledges to secure the White House. He becomes the first African American elected president
         of the United States. 23 December: Obama scatters the ashes of his deceased maternal grandmother in the same place he
         laid his mother to rest in 1995.
      

      
      2009   20 January: Obama is sworn in as the 45th president of the United States. 21 January: Obama is sworn in a second time as president because Chief Justice John Roberts had
         stumbled on some of the words during the official ceremony a day earlier. 29 January: Obama signs the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-2), which amends the
         1964 Civil Rights Act to give women more significant legal redress in the event of
         workplace wage discrimination. 17 February: Obama signs the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The legislation,
         sometimes referred to as “the stimulus,” provides direct spending for infrastructure,
         education, health care, energy, federal tax incentives, and expansion of unemployment
         benefits. 9 March: Three months after Obama becomes president, the Dow Jones Industrial average closes
         at 6,546, its lowest level since 2002. 22 May: The Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act supported by President
         Obama becomes law. The legislation is intended to establish fair and transparent practices
         relating to the extension of credit. 24 July: President Obama hosts a cordial meeting between Sergeant James Crowley and Harvard
         Professor Henry Gates known as the “Beer Summit” in an attempt to defuse racial tension
         that was produced when Crowley arrested the black professor for disorderly conduct
         after confronting the professor breaking into his own home after losing his keys.
         25 August: Obama nominates Ben Bernanke for a second term as chair of the Federal Reserve. 5 November: A mass shooting occurs at the Fort Hood, Texas, army base, perpetrated by an army
         psychiatrist. 1 December: Obama announces an Afghanistan “surge” or deployment of an additional 30,000 U.S.
         troops to the war-torn country.
      

      
      2010   21 January: The Supreme Court releases its decision in the controversial Citizens United v. FEC case and rules that parts of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act violate the First
         Amendment, which opens the door to unlimited spending by corporations and labor unions
         in American elections. The decision is criticized by Obama at his State of the Union
         address a few days later. 27 January: Obama delivers his first State of the Union address. The theme of the speech is “Rescue,
         Rebuild, and Restore—a New Foundation for Prosperity.” 23 March: The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, becomes
         law. The overhaul of the nation’s health-care system prevents private insurance companies
         from denying coverage to individuals with preexisting medical conditions and mandates
         that citizens beyond a certain income level purchase private health-care insurance,
         among other considerations. 20 April: The Deepwater Horizon oil rig operated by British Petroleum blows up in the Gulf of Mexico, causing a massive
         oil spill and ecological disaster. 21 July: President Obama signs the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act
         (P.L. 111–203) into law. 25 July: WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange releases approximately 92,000 reports that cover
         aspects of the Afghanistan War from 2004 to 2010. The documents reveal cover-ups of
         civilian deaths and Taliban attacks on U.S. forces that had gone unreported. 29 July: President Obama appears on The View, representing the first time a sitting president has appeared on a television talk
         show. 1 October: In a surprise move, Rahm Emanuel resigns his post as Obama’s chief of staff to run
         for mayor of Chicago. 2 November: During midterm elections for U.S. House and Senate seats, the Republican Party wins
         big and regains majority control of the lower chamber. 18 December: Congress, with the support of Obama, repeals the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
         policy related to gays serving in the armed forces.
      

      
      2011   8 January: An assassination is attempted on Representative Gabrielle Giffords (D-Arizona) in
         Tucson, Arizona. 11 February: Hosni Mubarak is forced out as president of Egypt, which is emblematic of the unrest
         in the Middle East that occurred throughout the Obama administration. 23 February: Obama instructs the Department of Justice to stop defending the Defense of Marriage
         Act. March: North Atlantic Treaty Organization forces, led by the United States, begin a military
         campaign to oust Libyan leader Muammar Gadhafi. 2 May: Obama orders a raid on the purported hideout of Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad, Pakistan.
         The raid leads to the fugitive’s death. 2 June: Republican Mitt Romney announces his bid to run for president in the 2012 election.
         30 June: Robert Gates resigns as secretary of defense, and during his farewell ceremony, Obama
         presents him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 21 July: The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is formed as an independent agency charged
         with overseeing consumer protections regarding financial products and services. 31 July: A complex deal is struck between Obama and Congress that allows an increase in the
         debt ceiling in exchange for a reduction in future government spending known as the
         sequester. 21 October: Obama signs three free trade agreements, one each with South Korea, Colombia, and
         Panama. 21 November: President Obama signs into law the Returning Heroes Tax Credit, which provides a
         tax credit to private businesses that hire veterans returning from the wars in Iraq
         and Afghanistan.
      

      
      2012   26–28 March: The Supreme Court hears oral arguments regarding the constitutionality of the Patient
         Protection and Affordable Care Act. 1 May: Obama signs an executive agreement with President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan outlining
         steps that would lead to the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the war-torn nation. 28 June: The House of Representatives holds Attorney General Eric Holder in contempt for allegedly
         withholding information about the government’s failed Operation Fast and Furious,
         an effort to police Mexican drug cartel activities. 20 July: A mass killing occurs at a movie theater during a screening of The Dark Night Rises in Aurora, Colorado. 4–6 September: The Democratic National Convention is held in Charlotte, North Carolina, and Obama
         is nominated as the party’s presidential candidate for the 2012 presidential election.
         11 September: An attack occurs on the American diplomatic mission at Benghazi, Libya, and Ambassador
         Chris Stevens is killed. 29 October: Hurricane Sandy hits the New England states, killing at least 285 people and causing
         over $68 billion in property damage. 15 November: British Petroleum pleads guilty to criminal conduct that led to the Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion in the Gulf of Mexico. 19 November: Obama becomes the first American president to visit the country of Cambodia. 12 December: A mass killing occurs at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.
      

      
      2013   2 January: The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 passes, with a limited tax increase on the
         wealthiest Americans, helping to resolve some of the issues surrounding the possible
         macroeconomic meltdown known as the fiscal cliff. 20–21 January: Obama is sworn in on consecutive days to continue his tenure as president of the
         country. 25 January: The president announces the signing of 23 executive orders intended to prevent the
         types of mass killing that had recently taken place at an elementary school in Newtown,
         Connecticut. 1 February: After four years of service, Hillary Clinton steps down as secretary of state and
         is replaced by Senator John Kerry (D-Massachusetts). 12 February: President Obama delivers his fourth State of the Union address and makes an impassioned
         plea for commonsense gun control measures. 1 March: Automatic budget cuts are implemented as part of the sequester provisions, which
         passed as part of an earlier deal to raise the country’s debt ceiling. 6 March: Eric Holder testifies in front of the Senate Judiciary Committee that the government
         will not prosecute any of the large financial institutions responsible for the Great
         Recession. 25 June: Section 4(b) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is deemed outdated by the Supreme Court
         in Shelby County v. Holder, allowing states and electoral districts that had previously been guilty of passing
         discriminatory voting laws to make new changes to election law without federal government
         approval. 26 June: The Supreme Court strikes down Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act in a 5–4
         decision, opening the door for American states to allow same-sex marriages. 29 July: After three years of halted peace talks, Israeli and Palestinian negotiators resume
         talks for a possible negotiated solution to their ongoing conflict. 2 August: The Dow Jones Industrial Average closes at an all-time high of 15,658. 1 October: Congress fails to pass a 2014 fiscal year budget that both Democrats and Republicans
         can agree upon, and the U.S. government is partially shut down through 16 October.
         November: International discussions begin on the Iran Nuclear Agreement. 24 November: Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel is asked to and does resign his position in Obama’s
         cabinet.
      

      
      2014   January: The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) grabs worldwide attention when it
         overpowers the Iraqi military, winning control of several key cities in Western Iraq.
         1 January: Colorado starts to allow the sale of recreational marijuana; during Obama’s second
         term the Justice Department has deprioritized the enforcement of federal marijuana
         laws. 12 February: President Obama signs an executive order mandating that federal contractors pay their
         employees a minimum wage of $10.10 an hour. March: A standoff between supporters of Cliven Bundy and the Bureau of Land Management begins.
         An Ebola outbreak begins in West Africa; the Obama administration is instrumental
         in addressing the world health crisis. 25 March: Supreme Court hears Burwell v. Hobby Lobby and ultimately rules that religious business owners cannot be mandated to provide
         health insurance that covers women’s contraceptives, a direct blow to President Obama’s
         health-care policy preference. 2 April: The Supreme Court releases its opinion, in McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission, overturning personal limits on aggregate federal campaign contributions. 25 April: Flint, Michigan, switches its water supply from Detroit to the Flint River, beginning
         the Flint water crises. 31 May: Army soldier Bowe Bergdahl is released to the United States as part of a prisoner
         exchange with the Taliban. 1 June: Washington becomes the second state to start allowing the sale of recreational marijuana.
         19 June: White House holds the first-ever summit to address the opioid addiction epidemic
         that is causing significant loss of life in particular states. 18 August: House majority leader Eric Cantor (R-Virginia) resigns from Congress after losing
         his party’s nominating primary leading up to the 2014 midterm elections. 19 August: ISIL releases a video of the beheading of an American photojournalist, ramping up
         its use of terror tactics to shock the West. November: In response to congressional gridlock, President Obama announces a change to his
         immigration reform plans and issues executive orders to expand the Deferred Action
         for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. 4 November: The Democratic Party loses control of the Senate in the midterm elections. December: Following the shooting of multiple African American males, President Obama creates
         a commission to make recommendations for broad police reform.
      

      
      2015   25 February: President Obama vetoes congressional legislation approving an expansion of the Keystone
         Pipeline. 3 March: In a joint session to Congress, Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu condemns
         the Iran Nuclear Agreement. 4 March: The legality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is argued in front
         of the Supreme Court in King v. Burwell.  23 April: Loretta Lynch is confirmed by the Senate, making her the first African American woman
         to serve as attorney general. 17 June: Dylann Roof shoots, kills, and injures African American parishioners at the Emanuel
         African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina. 25 June: Supreme Court releases its ruling in King v. Burwell, upholding the subsidies allocated to lower-income individuals in the Patient Protection
         and Affordable Care Act. 26 June: Same-sex couples win the right to marry in any state with the Supreme Court ruling
         in Obergefell v. Hodges. President Obama consoles the nation and sings the song Amazing Grace at the funeral of Reverend Clementa Pinckney, the pastor of the Emanuel African Methodist
         Episcopal Church. Donald Trump officially announces his bid to run for the president
         of the United States as a Republican. July: All parties to the Iran Nuclear Agreement agree on the negotiated conditions. 9 July: The Obama administration reveals information indicating that government computers
         were hacked and that 21.5 million individuals’ personal information was compromised.
         10 July: The Federal Bureau of Investigation launches an official investigation into Hillary
         Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server while she was secretary of state in the first
         term of the Obama administration. 20 July: The United States reopens its embassy in Havana, Cuba. 3 August: Puerto Rico’s economic crisis becomes salient; the U.S. territory will vote for statehood
         in a nonbinding referendum near the end of the Obama administration. 24 September: Pope Francis addresses a joint session of Congress. 25 September: Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-Ohio) announces his resignation; he is Catholic
         and had spent time with Pope Francis in the days leading up to his resignation. 21 October: Vice President Joe Biden announces that he will not be running for the 2016 Democratic
         Party presidential nomination. 29 October: Paul Ryan becomes the new Speaker of the House of Representatives. 5 November: President Obama signs an executive agreement entering the United States into the
         Trans-Pacific Partnership. 2 December: A married couple commits a terrorist act by carrying out a mass shooting at a Christmas
         party in San Bernardino, California. 12 December: The Paris Agreement on climate change is adopted.
      

      
      2016   January: North Korea claims to have tested a hydrogen bomb underground. Zika gains national
         attention, as the U.S. Center for Disease Control issues a travel warning for all
         pregnant women traveling to tropical locations. 13 February: Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia passes away, and Mitch McConnell announces that
         the Senate will not consider any replacement made by President Obama. 22 March: President Obama becomes the first sitting U.S. president to visit Cuba since 1929.
         North Carolina passes House Bill 2, which outlaws transgender individuals from using
         the restroom of the sex with which they identify. April: President Obama signs an executive agreement to signal U.S. cooperation with the
         Paris Agreement on climate change. 20 May: Michelle Obama reveals newly redesigned nutrition labels, which require food companies
         to list how much sugar they add to their products and suggest a limit for how much
         added sugar people should consume. 27 May: President Obama becomes the first sitting U.S. president to visit the city of Hiroshima,
         Japan, following the detonation of a nuclear weapon during World War II. 12 June: Terrorist Omar Mateen commits a mass shooting at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando,
         Florida. 23 June: The United Kingdom holds a referendum, known as Brexit, to determine if the country
         should withdraw from the European Union. A deadlocked Supreme Court results in a lower
         court’s decision that President Obama’s executive action to expand Deferred Action
         for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is unconstitutional. 25–28 July: The Democratic National Convention is held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where Hillary
         Clinton, President Obama’s political rival, friend, and former secretary of state,
         becomes the first woman to be nominated by a major party as a candidate for the president
         of the United States. 30 July: President Obama announces that his presidential library will be located in Chicago,
         Illinois. September: The U.S. Departments of Justice, Interior, and the U.S. Army issue a statement halting
         the expansion of the Dakota Access Pipeline. 9 September: North Korea carries out its fifth nuclear test. 28 September: Hurricane Matthew forms and causes widespread destruction over the next 12 days,
         with significant damage in the southeastern United States. Congress successfully overrides
         a veto by President Obama, allowing citizens to sue foreign governments for sponsoring
         terrorism. 28 October: James Comey sends a letter to Congress stating that the FBI is examining new evidence
         that may be connected to the Clinton e-mail investigation just days before the general
         election. 1 November. The number of Syrian refugees relocated to the United States reaches 13,210. 8 November: Donald Trump wins the presidential election with 304 Electoral College votes, despite
         losing the popular vote by almost three million votes. 25 November: Former Cuban president Fidel Castro passes away. 23 December: The United States abstains from a UN Security Council vote condemning Israel’s settlement
         in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
      

      
      2017   17 January: President Obama commutes Chelsea Manning’s prison sentence. 20 January: Donald Trump is sworn in as the 45th president of the United States. 4 March: Donald Trump tweets false accusations that the Obama administration had tapped his
         phones during the 2016 presidential election campaign. 18 April: North Korea conducts a failed missile test. 9 May: President Donald Trump abruptly fires the director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
         James Comey. 17 May: Robert Mueller is appointed as special counsel in order to investigate connections
         between the Trump campaign and Russia during the 2016 presidential election campaign.
         25 May: Twenty-two senators sign and send a letter to President Trump requesting that he
         pull the United States out of the Paris Agreement on climate change, and President
         Trump subsequently follows their advice. 13 June: North Korea releases University of Virginia student Otto Warmbier, who is in a coma;
         shortly after arriving in the United States, the former North Korean prisoner passes
         away. July 2017: The month is the hottest in recorded history, signaling the need for world cooperation
         on climate change. 12 August: A white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, turns violent, and one person
         is killed and nineteen others are injured when a neo-Nazi sympathizer runs his car
         into a crowd of counterdemonstrators. 17 August: ISIL claims responsibility for a terrorist attack in Barcelona, Spain; former president
         Obama announces publicly via Twitter that “Americans will always stand with our Spanish
         friends.”
      

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
      The election of Barack Obama as president of the United States in November 2008 was
         an instantaneous historic event. Regardless of his legacy as chief executive, President
         Obama will forever be remembered as the first African American president. He was born
         Barack Hussein Obama II on 4 August 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii, with an African father
         of Kenyan descent and a white mother born in Wichita, Kansas. His family tree is tangled
         to say the least. Both his father and paternal grandfather had three wives. His father
         is the child of his grandfather’s second wife but was raised by the third wife, Sarah
         Ogwel. The president affectionately referred to his step-grandmother as “Granny Sarah.”
         He was born to Barack Hussein Obama Sr.’s second wife, Stanley Ann Dunham, and was
         the couple’s only child, but because of his father’s multiple partnerships, the president
         has six “half-siblings” on his father’s side of the family. His father died in an
         automobile accident in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1982, when the future president was 21 years
         of age.
      

      
      The president’s mother, Stanley Ann Dunham, also remarried and had a single child
         with her second husband, Lolo Soetoro, an Indonesian geographer and businessman. Maya
         Soetoro, the president’s only maternal half-sibling, was born when the president was
         nine years old, and the two lived together for some time with their mother in Indonesia
         and their mother’s parents in Hawaii. Maya Soetoro campaigned for the president and
         spoke briefly on his behalf at the 2008 Democratic National Convention, where Barack
         Obama received the party’s endorsement as its candidate for president. The president’s
         mother was a cultural anthropologist who was born into a family with kinship ties
         to Christopher Columbus Clark, a decorated Union soldier, and Dick Cheney, former
         vice president in the George W. Bush administration. His mother died of uterine cancer
         in 1995 at the age of 52. The president and his half-sister Maya spread her ashes
         in the Pacific Ocean at Lunai Lookout on the south side of the Hawaiian island of
         Oahu.
      

      
      Initial Influences

      
      It is important to recognize that President Obama was influenced a great deal by his
         maternal grandparents, with whom he lived in Hawaii from 1971 to 1979 (ages 10 to
         18), but to whom he had been close his entire childhood. His maternal grandfather,
         Stanley Dunham, a furniture store salesman, mentored the president as a young man
         more than either his biological father or his stepfather (Lolo Soetoro) did. Mr. Dunham
         died in 1992 when Obama was 30 years old. The president’s maternal grandmother, Madelyn
         Payne Dunham, was a successful banker, becoming the first female vice president of
         the Bank of Hawaii in 1970. She started with the bank in 1960 as a teller. Her success
         in banking afforded Obama the opportunity to attend the Punahou School, an expensive
         and prestigious private school in Honolulu.
      

      
      The banker grandmother cared for President Obama’s mother during her battle with uterine
         cancer, which resulted in her untimely death just days before her 53rd birthday and
         only three years after she had completed her Ph.D. in anthropology from the University
         of Hawaii. His stepfather, Lolo Soetoro, died from liver failure in 1987, and his
         biological father died in a car accident in 1982. Family tragedy and death were a
         major part of Barack Obama’s early life. The grandmother, who played such an instrumental
         role in his early life, died of cancer in 2008, just days before he was elected president.
      

      
      From the 5th through the 12th grade, President Obama attended the Punahou School and
         received his high school diploma from that institution in 1979. Although much of the
         cost of the school was paid for by his grandmother, the future president also earned
         several academic scholarships. Notably, he was the only student at the school with
         a distinctive and direct African ancestry. During his years at the school, Obama was
         a very good student and showed some athletic prowess. He competed for a spot on the
         varsity basketball team his junior year of high school and made the team his senior
         year. He continued to play the game with some regularity after high school, in particular
         during his years at Occidental College and at Harvard Law School.
      

      
      College Years

      
      Upon graduating from high school, the future president attended Occidental College
         in Los Angeles, California, but after just two years he left to attend Columbia University
         in New York City. In his years at Occidental, the president developed a particular
         social consciousness and spoke out publicly against apartheid in South Africa at a
         rally held on the college campus. Upon graduation from Columbia in 1983, Obama’s stated
         goal was to become a community organizer, but after failing to secure employment with
         a civil rights organization, he took a job with Business International Corporation,
         where he excelled as a young businessman. He stayed employed in this capacity, however,
         for only a short period of time, securing a position as a community organizer in Chicago,
         Illinois, in 1985.
      

      
      Inspired by Harold Washington’s successful bid to become mayor of Chicago in 1983,
         Barack Obama joyfully moved to the “Windy City” and went to work on Chicago’s South
         Side on behalf of majority black residents, representing and battling for the group’s
         political and economic rights. Biographers note that it was during this time that
         the president’s more specific political views began to mature and he developed an
         identity as “African American.” The experience also provided him with important skills
         related to navigating an established political network and convincing individuals
         and groups to cooperate for the betterment of a community.
      

      
      Before long the president left Chicago, at the age of 27, and enrolled in Harvard
         Law School. It was at Harvard that he gained firsthand experience winning public office.
         Specifically, Obama became the first African American student president of the Harvard Law Review. This prestigious position was sought by no fewer than 19 other student-candidates.
         The future president of the United States was selected by the notably conservative
         editors of the Review for his perceived evenhandedness and maturity. In the summer after his first year
         at Harvard, the president met his future wife, Michelle Robinson, at a Chicago law
         firm where he had secured a summer internship. The future First Lady was working her
         first job since herself graduating from Harvard Law School in 1988. The future president
         graduated magna cum laude from Harvard in 1991.
      

      
      Early Career

      
      After law school, Obama returned to Chicago and went to work registering voters for
         the Carol Mosley Braun U.S. Senate campaign, and then with a civil rights law firm,
         Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland. It was at this time that Obama also began teaching
         constitutional law courses at the University of Chicago Law School and regularly attended
         the Trinity United Church of Christ, where the Reverend Jeremiah A. Wright Jr. was
         pastor. After a two-year-plus courtship, Barack Obama married Michelle Robinson at
         Trinity United Church in the fall of 1992. Their two daughters were born three years
         apart in 1998 and 2001. The eldest, Malia, was born on the Fourth of July. The younger
         daughter was named Natasha but is referred to by family members and the media as Sasha.
      

      
      The homily given the first time President Obama attended Trinity United, in 1988,
         was titled “The Audacity of Hope.” The future president was admittedly moved by the
         oratory and borrowed the title of the sermon for his second book, published in 2006.
         His first book, Dreams from My Father, had been published in 1995 during his years in Chicago, but before he had begun
         a political career. Ultimately, the president’s association with Reverend Wright of
         Trinity United caused controversy in the 2008 presidential election campaign because
         of remarks made by the pastor in sermons that were viewed by some as anti-Semitic.
         During the 2008 campaign, candidate Obama denounced the remarks and quit the church.
      

      
      In 1995, the president made his first foray into elected public life. At the age of
         34, he ran for a vacated state senate seat in Illinois in a heavily Democratic-leaning
         Chicago district. The seat had been vacated by state senator Alice L. Palmer, who
         had decided to run for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. The Democratic
         primary for the state senate seat became crowded when Palmer failed to attain the
         party’s nomination for the U.S. House seat and Barack Obama refused to back down and
         allow Palmer to return to her old position uncontested. In the end, there were five
         Democratic candidates, including Palmer and Obama, vying for the party’s state senate
         nomination. Barack Obama used legal challenges to question the authenticity of signatures
         used by other candidates to gain ballot access and successfully had the other candidates
         removed from the ballot and subsequently secured the party’s nomination. His success
         in the general election in 1996 was nearly a foregone conclusion because the district
         leaned so heavily toward the Democratic Party and the party’s candidate.
      

      
      Barack Obama started his tenure as a state senator with a deficit of political capital.
         His primary battle with state senator Palmer caused many in his own party to give
         him a cold shoulder when he arrived in Springfield, the Illinois state capital. Before
         it was over, however, he was elected to three state senate terms: the first in 1996,
         the second in 1998, and the third in 2002. State senators in Illinois serve one two-year
         term and two four-year terms each decade; hence the need to run for reelection in
         1998. During his tenure in the state senate, the future president was an unsuccessful
         Democratic primary candidate for a U.S. House seat in 2000. He lost the party primary
         to the incumbent representative Bobby L. Rush, a former Black Panther, who had lost
         a recent bid to become mayor of Chicago. It was Rush’s loss in the mayoral race that
         motivated Obama in part, as he calculated that the incumbent House member’s political
         support might be waning. But it was not to be, and the 2000 Democratic Party primary
         defeat represents the only time President Obama failed to win an elected office he
         sought.
      

      
      During his time in the Illinois state senate, a total of eight years, the president
         was notably productive. Specifically, there was the passage of two pieces of legislation
         that regulated campaign finances in the state; one was a ban on gifts from lobbyists
         to lawmakers and the other a regulation on the personal use of campaign contributions.
         In addition, he successfully sponsored legislation to expand children’s health care
         and to create a plan to provide equal health care access for all Illinois residents.
         Perhaps his most notable legislative achievement as a state senator was a new law
         that mandated videotaping of all interrogations in capital or potential death penalty
         cases. With this particular legislative initiative, the future president was forced
         to broker compromises with police organizations and Republican lawmakers. Still more,
         he sponsored successful legislation creating a “Hospital Report Card” system and workers’
         rights laws that protected whistleblowers. His many other legislative successes, not
         all of which are mentioned here, are suggestive of an extraordinarily competent lawmaker.
         However, it must be noted that some of his successes were aided by unified Democratic
         Party control of the state legislature and governor’s office after 2002.
      

      
      Entering the National Stage

      
      President Obama only served eight years in the Illinois state senate because in the
         middle of his third term, in 2004, he ran for one of Illinois’s two U.S. Senate seats.
         This election bid would receive a significant boost when he was asked to deliver the
         keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention that nominated John Kerry
         (Massachusetts) to be the party’s standard-bearer in the fall presidential election.
         The convention was held in Boston, Massachusetts, and Obama delivered a spirited address
         that caused the nation to take notice. Particularly striking was his call for unity
         across “blue states” (Democratic leaning) and “red states” (Republican leaning). The
         nation in 2004 was divided over the war in Iraq, and the future presidential hopeful
         reminded people, with eloquence, that there were “patriots” on both sides of the debate.
      

      
      Election dynamics in 2004 were working in Obama’s favor. There were at least two fortuitous
         circumstances that bear mention. The incumbent senator Peter G. Fitzgerald was not
         seeking reelection, and a crowded Democratic primary became less competitive when
         onetime frontrunner Blair Hull’s bid was wrecked by allegations of abuse made by his
         ex-wife. Obama prevailed with over 50 percent of the party’s primary vote. In the
         general election, his initial Republican opponent, Jack Ryan, was forced out of the
         race by his own personal scandal. In late June, four and a half months before Election
         Day, newly unsealed divorce records revealed that Ryan was accused by his ex-wife
         of taking trips to “sex clubs.” This caused Ryan to drop out of the race. At a crucial
         time leading up to the general election, the Republican Party had no candidate. When
         Alan Keyes, a controversial but nationally known candidate, emerged, it was arguably
         too late for the Republicans. Keyes, himself an African American, was not supported
         by many members of his own party in Illinois, and Obama went on to win easily, securing
         70 percent of the statewide vote.
      

      
      In January 2005, Senator Obama was sworn in as the only African American member of
         the U.S. Senate in the 109th Congress (2005–07). Indeed, Obama was only the fifth
         African American to be seated in the history of the upper chamber. He served from
         January 2005 to mid-November 2008. As a senator, he was a member of several committees
         and chaired the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs. His voting
         record in the Senate indicates that he was loyal to the Democratic Party, which on
         paper produced a notably liberal voting score using various ideological measures.
         This designation, however, was likely more a product of measurement strategies employed
         than a true indicator of his political leanings, which in retrospect have been decidedly
         moderate, as he cosponsored legislation with John McCain (R-Arizona) on border security,
         Richard Lugar (R-Indiana) on armament restrictions, and Tom Coburn (R-Oklahoma) on
         government transparency.
      

      
      It would be a mistake to characterize the president’s U.S. Senate career as obviously
         productive. However, legislation bearing his name on armament reduction and federal
         contracting transparency did become law. In addition, Obama sponsored, and President
         George W. Bush signed, a new law providing relief aid for the Democratic Republic
         of the Congo in 2006. Notable legislative failures include work in the first year
         of the 110th Congress (2007–08) on lobbying and campaign finance reform, laws similar
         to the ones that had been passed in the state of Illinois during his time as a state
         senator. Another failed legislative initiative the president worked hard to pass was
         the State Children’s Health Insurance Program. The legislation would provide federal
         matching funds to states and was designed to cover uninsured children in families
         with incomes that were modest but too high to qualify for Medicaid, the nation’s health
         insurance program for the poor. The legislation passed Congress but was vetoed by
         President George W. Bush. Predictably, the legislation did become law during the 111th
         Congress when Obama was serving his first term as president.
      

      
      The 2008 Presidential Election

      
      Decidedly, Barack Obama’s Senate career was cut short by a decision to run for the
         Democratic Party’s nomination for president of the United States. Again, he was faced
         with a crowded Democratic Party primary field. Moreover, many of the candidates, such
         as former First Lady Hillary Clinton (New York) and former vice-presidential candidate
         John Edwards (North Carolina), had significant credentials to justify the party’s
         support. But it is not party organization leaders who choose candidates in American
         primary elections. In these nominating contests, the party in the electorate has a
         say, and candidate Obama kicked off the party popularity contest with an upset win
         in the Iowa caucus. Hillary Clinton followed this with a victory in New Hampshire.
         These early triumphs by Obama and Clinton, and the media coverage of their relative
         success, narrowed the primary field to two candidates.
      

      
      Obama and Clinton were to battle for the party’s nomination into June 2008. In many
         contemporary presidential election years, the party primary process, and the media
         coverage of these contests, has a way of crowning nominees much earlier in the election
         cycle. In the end, Obama prevailed, in part because of his more astute use of social
         media for the purpose of outreach and fund-raising and his appeal to younger voters,
         who turned out in numbers that had not been seen since the 1972 election, the first
         election after those aged 18 to 21 had obtained the right to vote.
      

      
      The general election battle in 2008, against Republican senator John McCain (Arizona),
         was somewhat less riveting than the Democratic Party primary. To be certain, in many
         respects, Barack Obama was a long shot. The country had never come close to electing
         an African American to the highest office in the land. In addition, conservative opponents
         of Obama tried mightily to brand him as radical and consequently out of touch with
         the American people. Some questioned his birthplace and suggested he might not be
         eligible to be president because he was not born in the country, which was not true.
         Others, because of his biological father’s ties to the Muslim faith, questioned his
         candidacy on religious grounds. His critics, however, were consistently being checked
         by candidate Obama’s public appearances where he conveyed his moderate views eloquently
         and with a certain understated confidence and class. It was difficult to pin a radical
         label on someone who consistently communicated in a nonconfrontational and even accommodating
         manner. Many, undoubtedly, viewed his obliging style as electoral theater, but a closer
         look at his upbringing and life experiences suggests it is genuine.
      

      
      First Presidential Term and the 111th Congress

      
      By the end of 2008, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan had grown increasingly unpopular,
         and when the stock market crashed in late September 2008, crippling an already stagnant
         economy, it was clear that the Republican Party would have a difficult time holding
         on to the White House in the 2008 presidential contest. The foibles of the second
         George W. Bush administration helped assure Barack Obama’s electoral victory, but
         also represented his most significant challenges as a newly elected president. When
         President Obama took office, the nation’s economy was ravaged by recession, and foreign
         policy was defined by two wars being paid for with borrowed money. The nature of American
         presidential politics nearly guarantees that if these conditions were not rectified
         quickly, they would become the new president’s problems and his administration would
         need to share the blame for any negative consequences associated with a failed economy
         and unpopular and expensive wars.
      

      
      As it turns out, economic conditions did begin to improve 10 months into Obama’s first
         term in office. By the end of August 2010, the president had pulled all combat troops
         from Iraq, although nearly 50,000 troops remained as “advise and assist brigades.”
         The war in Afghanistan was ramped up before it was scaled back beginning in July 2011.
         At the end of his first term, macroeconomic indicators such as stock market performance,
         unemployment rates, and home prices were painting a considerably more positive economic
         outlook for the country. The president’s partisan opponents, however, tried to promote
         the idea that this was occurring in spite of all the president’s early legislative
         successes, not because of them.
      

      
      To be certain, President Obama’s first term in the Oval Office (2009–2013) was rocky.
         However, that adjective can likely be used to describe most if not all U.S. presidential
         administrations. In a country of over 300 million people with a single head of state
         and government, the nature of the office of the chief executive ensures that there
         will be plenty of dissenters. Domestically, it is best to break down a discussion
         of the president’s relative legislative success and failure into two parts—the 111th
         Congress (2009–11), which was notably successful, and the 112th Congress (2011–13),
         which was not. The dividing line was the 2010 midterm elections, which witnessed the
         Republican Party regaining majority control of the House of Representatives.
      

      
      As noted, the president and the 111th Congress were confronted with dire economic
         conditions, often referred to as the “Great Recession.” The initial response was the
         American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 signed by the president on 17 February
         2009. The legislation, popularly known as “the stimulus,” provided direct spending
         for infrastructure, education, health care, energy, federal tax incentives, and expansion
         of unemployment benefits. Economists and pundits disagree on the extent to which the
         legislation facilitated the economic recovery that subsequently ensued. It is difficult
         to conjure up a scenario with any face validity that would suggest the legislation
         postponed or hurt the nation’s economic recovery.
      

      
       Another presidential initiative passed by the 111th Congress was the Lilly Ledbetter
         Fair Pay Act of 2009, which amended the 1964 Civil Rights Act to give women more significant
         legal redress in the event of workplace wage discrimination. In addition, the controversial
         Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act passed in the 111th Congress
         with the president’s backing. This legislation increased regulation of the banking
         and financial sectors in an effort to prevent further economic collapse within the
         industry. Yet another significant presidential legislative initiative that passed
         the 111th Congress was the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. This overhaul
         of the nation’s health-care system, known to the public as “Obamacare,” prevented
         private insurance companies from denying coverage to individuals with preexisting
         medical conditions and mandated that citizens beyond a certain income level purchase
         health insurance, among other provisions. Yet another piece of salient legislation
         passed by the 111th Congress was the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010. This
         legislation, backed by the president, was passed during the Congress’s lame duck session,
         which took place after the 2010 midterm legislative elections had occurred. The legislation
         allows gays, lesbians, and bisexuals to serve openly in the U.S. military.
      

      
      In all, President Obama navigated the 111th Congress successfully, getting major legislative
         initiatives passed that had failed in previous Congresses. The fact that this was
         the president’s honeymoon, or first Congress, undoubtedly aided his efforts. Scholarship
         routinely uncovers that a president’s honeymoon Congress, on average, is more productive.
         In addition, the president enjoyed a comfortable majority of 59 senators in the upper
         chamber for most of the 111th Congress, which meant he needed only a single Republican
         defector to prevent a Senate filibuster, or attempt to prevent a final passage vote
         on the floor of the chamber.
      

      
      The 2010 Midterm Elections

      
      The results of the 2010 midterm elections, the first legislative elections after Obama
         became president, were to ensure that an absent “honeymoon” was not all the president
         would have to worry about when dealing with the 112th Congress. The elections in November
         2010 produced a drubbing for Democratic Party congressional candidates across the
         country. The Republican Party achieved its largest majority in the House of Representatives
         since 1946 and picked up six Senate seats, moving its total in the upper chamber from
         41 to 47 members. The Senate result might have been even worse for the president in
         2010 if more mainstream Republican candidates had run against vulnerable Democrats
         in Delaware and Nevada. In the end, the president was faced with a quasi-divided government—the
         lower chamber controlled by the opposition and reduced partisan support in the Senate.
      

      
      Republican minority leader Mitch McConnell (Kentucky) made it clear on the eve of
         the 2010 midterm elections that his party’s most important strategy going forward
         was to make sure that President Obama would be a one-term president, and to that end
         he was committed to legislative obstruction. In a postmortem clarification, the senator
         from Kentucky indicated that he was willing to work with the president if he met him
         halfway. However, the initial sentiment was telling in terms of the level of bipartisan
         cooperation the president received in the 112th Congress. 
      

      
      The 112th Congress

      
      President Obama’s second Congress almost certainly will be remembered more for what
         it failed to do than for anything it accomplished. It was not just unproductive in
         comparison with the 111th Congress; it was unproductive compared to any Congress since
         the Truman administration, based on standard measures of legislative productivity.
         In the end, the 112th Congress had passed only 283 laws, the least for any Congress
         in modern times. Of course, raw legislative output can be misleading. So, if the 112th
         Congress’s laws were particularly noteworthy, or if its low productivity reflected
         a period of political calm and economic growth, low productivity might be viewed as
         a positive. But the reality on the ground was that the country faced significant budgetary
         concerns and no shortage of compelling domestic issues such as immigration reform
         and crumbling transportation infrastructure.
      

      
      Obama’s second Congress found legislating so difficult that lawmakers repeatedly created
         artificial deadlines for consequences or potential economic catastrophes intended
         to spur action. But time and again, leaders of the two chambers would simply pass
         stopgap measures to postpone responsibility and accountability. Throughout the wrangling,
         the terms sequester and fiscal cliff became part of the American political lexicon, the former representing automatic
         harmful budget cuts and the latter the impending fiscal catastrophe that might occur
         if measures were not taken to address the nation’s tax structure and spiraling deficits.
         Rather than act responsibly, the 112th Congress simply passed on the hard decisions
         and set new deadlines to replace the old. In this way, the 112th Congress ended much
         the way it began, with fiscal confusion producing economic insecurity. As the result
         of its failure to act, the 112th Congress was the least popular in recorded history,
         which made governing arguably all the more difficult. Throughout 2011, the public
         job approval rating of Congress hovered around 10 percent.
      

      
      In all of this, the president’s Republican Party opponents tried valiantly to blame
         him for the impasses. His more thoughtful adversaries pointed out the president’s
         inability to broker compromise, while others simply played to their base of supporters
         by claiming the president was a socialist sympathizer trying to radically change the
         nation’s economy. The former critique must be taken seriously as a potential chink
         in the president’s armor, while the latter criticism simply has no basis in reality.
         To be certain, all of the criticism was intended to prompt electoral consequences,
         and it was clear throughout 2012 that many Republicans were hopeful that Senator McConnell
         would get his wish and Barack Obama would be a one-term president.
      

      
      In 2008, the president ran on a very aggressive foreign policy agenda. He not only
         intended to end the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, but he also proposed to repair the
         U.S. image abroad, especially in Muslim-majority countries in the Middle East and
         Southeast Asia. He campaigned on the promise to promote a stronger positive relationship
         with Russia, particularly as it related to reducing nuclear arsenals, and to forge
         greater cooperation with China on a series of regional and global issues. In no uncertain
         terms, Obama was seeking to promote a more stable, peaceful, and just world. With
         some very limited initial successes, the Norwegian Noble Committee decided to award
         the president the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts in the area of nuclear nonproliferation
         and for helping to establish a new, more cooperative climate in U.S. international
         relations. His partisan critics felt that he was undeserving of the award and tried
         to belittle the achievement. Whether the president was “deserving” is largely a philosophical
         question with no easy answer; what was clear is that the new presidential administration
         had improved America’s image in the international community, and this was recognized
         with the Nobel Peace Prize.
      

      
      Throughout Obama’s first term, there seemed to be a palatable tension between his
         early rhetoric defined by an honest desire for fundamental change, on the one hand,
         and his pragmatic instincts for governing from the middle on the other. Throughout
         the president’s first term, the administration’s foreign policy can be described as
         cautious. The varied global situations the president faced were alternatively addressed
         aggressively, as was the case with U.S. efforts to unseat Muammar Gadhafi in Libya,
         and pragmatically, as was the case with North Korean provocations. But most obvious
         was a seemingly innate pragmatism. The time had come to bring an end to the wars in
         Iraq and Afghanistan, and the president seemed to realize this. But, alternatively,
         he demonstrated considerable toughness when it came to chasing the remnants of al-Qaeda,
         the loose-knit terrorist network blamed for attacks on the United States in September
         2001.
      

      
      During the 2012 presidential campaign, his Republican opponent, Mitt Romney (Massachusetts),
         charged the president with presiding over the United States’ decline and demonstrating
         irresponsibility on the issue of possible nuclear proliferation in Iran, one of the
         country’s contemporary adversaries. The president’s handlers, for their part, sought
         to emphasize what many Americans viewed as the president’s crowning achievement in
         foreign policy, the killing of Osama bin Laden, the reclusive al-Qaeda leader who
         had taken credit for numerous terrorist attacks against U.S. interests around the
         world.
      

      
      The true story of President Obama’s relative foreign policy success is considerably
         complicated. Unlike economic indicators, it is more difficult to measure “national
         security.” What is certain is that the president’s balancing act, seemingly born of
         reasonableness, pleased few and provided fodder for the president’s critics on both
         the left and the right. Many liberal Americans felt betrayed by the president as he
         seemed to continue many of the same policies of the George W. Bush administration,
         especially as related to efforts to confront potential terrorist threats. His critics
         on the right viewed the president as too willing to compromise, which they interpreted
         as a sign of weakness. Moreover, they saw his inability to produce quick-clean outcomes
         as an indication of incompetence. Above all, his approach to foreign policy caused
         critics to question whether he had a strategy at all or whether he was simply responding
         to world events as they unfolded.
      

      
      The 2012 Presidential Election

      
      In the end, the president was successful in his bid for reelection in 2012. For the
         first time in all of his electoral campaigns, he did not have to face a Democratic
         Party primary challenger. The general election was predictably contentious, with strong
         partisan advocates leveling accusations and incriminations against both the president
         and his opponent, Mitt Romney. The president’s electoral margin was slightly reduced
         in 2012. He had carried the popular vote in 28 states with 365 Electoral College votes
         in 2008. In 2012, the president carried just 26 states, accounting for 332 Electoral
         College votes. In the contemporary era, 270 Electoral College votes are required to
         secure the White House. Mitt Romney, the businessman and former governor of Massachusetts,
         received 206 Electoral College votes. The president’s party also picked up some additional
         support in both chambers of Congress. The Democrats added two U.S. Senate seats and
         eight members of the U.S. House of Representatives. The Republican Party maintained
         a majority in the lower chamber, which presented a considerable obstacle for the president
         as he attempted to address the nation’s problems and pass new policy initiatives.
         Early in the 113th Congress (2013–15), presidential-backed proposals to reform immigration
         policy and promote gun control would be stymied by the Republican Party majority in
         the House of Representatives.
      

      
      The 113th Congress

      
      The 113th Congress (2013–15) is the first after reapportionment of seats in the U.S.
         House of Representatives based on the 2010 census. With the shuffle, northern states
         where the Democratic Party is stronger lost some seats, while southern states that
         lean more to the Republican Party gained seats. There were some minor breaks in this
         pattern, such as the state of Washington gaining a seat, but the basic model held.
         In all, the congressional gridlock, born of split partisan control of the legislature,
         which defined the unproductive 112th Congress, would continue into the 113th and 114th
         Congresses.
      

      
      To be certain, quasi-divided government, with each of the two major political parties
         controlling one chamber each in the national legislature, seemed to obfuscate responsibility
         for legislative action. With a visceral disdain for the Patient Protection and Affordable
         Care Act among Republicans, the right-leaning party consistently passed legislation
         in the House to defund and repeal the health-care law. This was the case even though
         any legislation that contained a repeal of the president’s signature health-care reform
         never stood a chance to become law with the Senate controlled by the Democratic Party.
         Indeed, since the passage of the health-care law, Republicans in the House voted over
         40 times to repeal the law, with many new instances coming during the first nine months
         of the 113th Congress. Such grandstanding continued amid historically low public approval
         ratings for Congress.
      

      
      Moreover, it seemed that Republican disdain for the new health-care policies spilled
         over onto any policy supported by the president. In the 113th Congress, Republicans
         in the upper chamber worked tirelessly to obstruct legislation aimed at gun control
         and extending low-interest loans to college students. In September 2013, Republicans
         in the House, primarily members of the party’s Tea Party faction, refused to increase
         the debt ceiling, holding the credit of the United States hostage in return for the
         repeal of health-care reform and reduced government spending in nondefense areas.
         President Obama publicly announced that their demands were nonstarters for a compromise
         on the debt limit.
      

      
      During the 2013 congressional summer break, President Obama decided he was going to
         go to Congress, once they returned, and ask for approval for a military strike on
         Syria. The president argued it was necessary for Syrian president Bashar al-Assad
         to be punished for his use of chemical weapons on his own citizens. Many members of
         Congress were vocal about the proposed actions by the president, yet criticisms varied
         greatly even among members of the same political party. Senator John McCain (R-Arizona)
         criticized the president for his plan of limited air strikes, calling such action
         “cosmetic,” and argued that failure on the part of the United States in the Syrian
         civil war is “shameful.” On the other hand, Senator Roy Blunt (R-Missouri) opposed
         any military action against the Syrian government, a sentiment shared by Senator Heidi
         Heitkamp (D-North Dakota). In the end, Secretary of State John Kerry worked out a
         diplomatic agreement with Russia, where Syrian chemical weapons would be removed and
         destroyed, with the United Nations serving to verify the actions. Although this measure
         was seen as a positive by many, some who supported a strong military response, like
         Senator McCain, called the diplomatic solution “an act of provocative weakness.”
      

      
      Once a diplomatic solution was agreed upon by the Obama administration, Russia, and
         Syria, and the eminent threat of a military strike against the al-Assad government
         was postponed, Congress returned to debate the passage of a federal budget for the
         2014 fiscal year. The demands of each party resulted in gridlock, with House Republicans
         insisting on passing budget bills that defunded the Patient Protection and Affordable
         Care Act and Democrats insisting on passing the budget they had negotiated and agreed
         upon with Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) earlier in the year. Although numerous bills
         were passed by the Republicans in the House, the Democratic Party–controlled Senate
         refused to take any such bills to the floor for a vote. On 1 October 2013, at 12:01
         in the morning, the U.S. government went into a partial shutdown.
      

      
      The partial shutdown required all nonessential government workers to go on furlough,
         or unpaid leave. Approximately 800,000 government workers were prevented from going
         to work because Congress had not provided a budget for the new fiscal year. Some of
         the nonessential government-funded locations that were closed were the national monuments
         in Washington, D.C., the National Zoo, parts of the department of state, parts of
         the Internal Revenue Service, and the National Park Service. During the shutdown,
         President Obama continued to go public, insisting that he would not sign any budget
         that included the defunding or deferral of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
         Act. Moreover, Democrats, headed by the president, continued to insist that they were
         not willing to negotiate a compromise while “one faction, of one party, of one chamber
         in Congress” is holding the United States hostage, a reference to the Tea Party faction
         of the Republican Party in the House of Representatives that was insisting on political
         concessions in exchange for a budget resolution.
      

      
      The 2014 Midterm Elections

      
      The 2014 midterm elections were held on 4 November and resulted in President Obama’s
         Democratic Party losing majority control of the U.S. Senate and seats in the U.S.
         House of Representatives. In the end, there were 54 Republicans and 46 Democrats in
         the Senate and the president had lost the check the Senate had been providing on the
         Republican-controlled House of Representatives during the two previous Congresses.
         Indeed, this marked the first time the Republican Party had control of both chambers
         since the 109th Congress (2005–06). The sizeable Republican numbers in the lower chamber
         represented the largest majority the party had held in the House since the 71st Congress
         (1929–31).
      

      
      In the 2014 midterm elections, only 36.7 percent of the eligible voting population
         turned out to vote. It is important to recognize that when voter turnout dropped during
         the midterm elections of 2010 and 2014, the president’s party faired much more poorly
         than it did in the presidential elections of 2008 and 2012. When president Obama’s
         name was on the ballot in 2008, for instance, voter turnout was over 62 percent, the
         highest value in the 21st century, and the Democratic Party gained seats in both chambers.
         In contrast, voter turnout two years later, when there was no presidential contest,
         dropped to 41 percent, and the Democrats lost majority control of the House of Representatives.
         The same can be said for the 2014 midterms, which witnessed the lowest turnout value
         for national elections since World War II. President Obama had considerable “coattails,”
         or a propensity for pulling members of his party into Congress when he was running
         for president. In midterm elections, things were very different.
      

      
       The lack of votes in Congress meant the Obama administration’s legislative agenda
         was nearly nonexistent in the 114th Congress. Any Democratic Party–led initiatives
         were simply ignored by the Republican majorities in both chambers. Indeed, the Republican
         majority in the Senate even refused to hold hearings to fill a vacancy on the Supreme
         Court that occurred as the result of the unexpected passing of Justice Antonin Scalia
         in February 2016. The rationale for the lack of action was the impending presidential
         election in the fall of 2016, prompting the argument that we should let the voters
         decide who would be the next Supreme Court justice.
      

      
      The 114th Congress

      
      The last Congress of President Obama’s term in office was gaveled into session on
         3 January 2015 and ended on 3 January 2017, less than three weeks before the president
         would leave office on January 20th. Members of the 114th Congress were elected in
         the 2014 midterm elections, and the four years of quasi-divided government, with Republicans
         in control of the lower chamber and Democrats the Senate, would be replaced by unified
         Republican control of both chambers of the legislative branch. Without the Senate
         to serve as a check on the Republican-controlled House, it is not surprising that
         the 114th Congress witnessed President Obama more aggressively using his veto power.
         Ten of the 12 vetoes he was to issue as president came during the 114th Congress.
      

      
      John Boehner (R-Ohio) was reelected Speaker of the House on 6 January 2015, but with
         growing dissension within his own political party, he announced his resignation from
         the speakership and from Congress in September 2015. With substantial convincing,
         Paul Ryan (R-Wisconsin) accepted the nomination and was elected to take the Speaker
         position on 29 October 2015. In the Senate, former minority leader Mitch McConnell
         (R-Kentucky), who had worked hard to prevent President Obama’s reelection in 2012
         and to thwart nearly any attempts made by President Obama to reach bipartisan compromise
         on legislation, became the new majority leader.
      

      
      Legislative productivity continued to be low in the 114th Congress following similar
         patterns in the 112th and 113th Congresses. However, the obstruction of President
         Obama’s legislative agenda now extended more completely to undermining the president
         in international relations. After Secretary of State John Kerry and representatives
         of the governments of the United Kingdom, France, Russia, China, and Germany carried
         out 20 months of successful negotiations with Iran, which would result in a significant
         dismantling of that country’s nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of economic
         sanctions, Republican lawmakers tried to undermine the deal. Specifically, Senator
         Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas), along with 46 other Republican senators, sent a letter to
         political leaders in Iran which detailed that any arrangement made by the Obama administration
         with regard to Iran’s nuclear program would likely not be enforced, or at a minimum
         would need to be modified after President Obama left office. This sort of partisan
         belligerence is quite uncommon in the foreign policy arena throughout U.S. history.
      

      
       Pope Francis, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, made history when he addressed
         a joint session of the 114th Congress, becoming the first pope to address a joint
         session of the U.S. legislative body. In his speech on 24 September 2015, he challenged
         members of Congress, and the American public, to embrace immigrants and join the global
         campaign against climate change and poverty. Other calls to action included a movement
         to reduce inequality in the world, abolition of the death penalty, and the protection
         of ethnic and religious minorities. Speaker John Boehner, a practicing Catholic, was
         noticeably moved by the pope’s address and resigned the Speaker’s position and his
         seat in Congress one day after the pope’s visit.
      

      
       During the 114th Congress, on 13 February 2016, it was announced that Supreme Court
         justice Antonin Scalia had unexpectedly passed away. A mere hour after the announcement,
         Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell made a statement to the press that the Senate
         would not confirm a replacement on the Supreme Court made by President Obama. His
         position was prompted by a pending presidential election (nearly nine months off).
         Although Senate Republicans stated they would not consider anyone for the vacancy
         until a new president was sworn in in January 2017, President Obama nominated Merrick
         Garland to the vacant Supreme Court post. Republicans in the Senate kept their word,
         and no hearing or vote was ever taken on Judge Garland’s nomination.
      

      
       Republican Party majorities in the 114th Congress also refused to address commonsense
         gun control legislation like background checks for gun purchases or the banning of
         military-style assault weapons. Attempts to pass this type of legislation normally
         followed the most recent mass killing to take place while President Obama was in office.
         This happened again in June 2016 in the aftermath of a violent rampage at an Orlando
         nightclub called Pulse, which resulted in the deaths of 49 people and many more injuries.
         Without the support of his partisan colleagues in the House, Speaker Paul Ryan refused
         to put the topic on the House calendar and allowed the lower chamber to recess for
         the 4 July 2016 holiday without any action. This failure to act legislatively was
         met by significant Democratic Party and public opposition. In response, Democrats
         in the House held a 24-hour sit-in protest to bring attention to the need for the
         reform of gun laws. Ultimately no action was ever taken on gun control in the 114th
         Congress.
      

      
       In all, the 114th Congress was not obviously productive. It is worth noting, however,
         that there was a larger volume of legislation passed than in the 112th and 113th Congresses.
         Perhaps most important, there was not the same level of brinksmanship regarding budgetary
         matters that characterized the two previous Congresses. Legislation establishing a
         two-year budget framework passed, avoiding talk of a fiscal cliff and another possible
         government shutdown. There were other successes as well, and many of them had some
         significance. The 114th Congress and the president finally replaced a broken payment
         system for doctors who serve Medicare patients. The landmark No Child Left Behind
         law was revised, representing an extension of national government involvement in K–12
         education initiated in the Lyndon Johnson administration. There was also a new highway
         bill, legislation that gave President Obama additional fast-track trade negotiating
         capabilities, and some popular tax breaks were codified or made more permanent. The
         114th Congress also scaled back domestic surveillance powers that had been instituted
         as part of the Patriot Act passed in 2001.
      

      
      The 2016 Presidential Election

      
      The 58th U.S. presidential election and 115th legislative elections were held on 8
         November 2016. The presidential contest pitted President Obama’s former secretary
         of state Hillary Clinton against real estate businessman and reality television star
         Donald Trump, representing the Republican Party. Trump was teamed with former Indiana
         governor Mike Pence, and the Republican Party pair won a hotly contested election,
         securing 304 of a possible 538 Electoral College votes. However, it is noteworthy
         that Clinton won the popular vote by more than two percentage points, 48.2 percent
         to 46.1 percent, which represents the sixth time in the country’s history (the elections
         of 1800,1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016) that the Electoral College produced a major
         controversy in presidential electoral politics.
      

      
       In legislative elections, arguably because of the larger voter turnout that occurs
         in presidential elections, the Democratic Party gained seats in both the Senate and
         House of Representatives. These gains, however, did not wrestle majority party status
         from the Republicans in either chamber. Some have speculated that President Obama
         did not do enough to support his political party during the 2016 election cycle. Their
         claim is bolstered by the president’s significantly high public approval ratings in
         the fall of 2016, which reached 57 percent in a Gallup poll conducted between November
         7 and 13 of 2016. A president with this level of popularity should have produced a
         larger bonus for his party in both the presidential and legislative elections.
      

      
      The 2016 presidential election was marred by accusations of Russian government meddling
         in the election, including allegations of vote tampering in key states and aggressive
         use of social media to spread misinformation about candidate Clinton. The Obama administration
         issued a statement claiming that, during the campaign, “the federal government did
         not observe any increased level of malicious cyber-activity aimed at disrupting our
         electoral process on Election Day.” This proclamation led most in the American public
         to accept the results of a Trump-Pence victory. However, the possibility of collusion
         between the Trump campaign and the Russian government was still being investigated
         nearly a year after the election took place in 2016.
      

      
      Epilogue

      
      The ultimate success of the Obama administration will be scrutinized and analyzed
         by historians and political scientists in the years to come. At some point President
         Obama will receive a ranking that will compare him to past presidents. What is known
         now, however, is that in a relatively short period of time, the young boy from Hawaii,
         with mixed-race parents, has accomplished things that it is hard for many to imagine.
         President Obama was a political outsider, he did not come from a political family,
         and his success was earned through hard work and determination. His story is not exactly
         the fairy tale of a boy raised in poverty who made it on his own; his maternal grandmother,
         who played a significant role in his upbringing, was a bank vice president. Yet he
         was not born into privilege, nor did he possess a family name that made people comfortable.
         No one could assume by his name that his ancestors were in some way well established
         in the political fabric of American history, which is often the case with successful
         American politicians. Obama began and lived the first 30 years of his life without
         any connection to mainstream American politics. His rise to power has been a function
         of academic achievement accompanied by some carefully timed political maneuvers, complemented
         by fortuitous political circumstances. The American narrative of Barack Obama’s rise
         to the presidency, without equivocation, is impressive. And at only 56 years of age,
         when he left the Oval Office, it seems likely there will be much more to the Barack
         Obama story than we know at this time.
      

      
      
   
      A

      
      
      
         
         	ABBOTTABAD, PAKISTAN

         
         	
            A city in Pakistan located about 50 kilometers (31 miles) northeast of the capital
               Islamabad, known for its private educational facilities and military academies. During
               the Obama administration’s first term in office, the city gained notoriety as the
               hideout of Osama bin Laden. On 2 May 2011, U.S. Special Forces invaded a compound in the city where bin Laden
               was living. During the raid the fugitive bin Laden was shot and killed. The successful
               raid was used by President Obama in his 2012 reelection campaign as evidence of his
               competence as commander in chief of the armed forces. See also FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC.
            

         

         
         	AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE

         
         	
            The legality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, one of President Obama’s signature legislative achievements, was challenged in three
               cases brought before the United States Supreme Court: National Federation of Independent Business v.  Sebelius, Florida v. United States Department of Health and Human Services, and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services v. Florida. Because lower courts disagreed on the legality of key provisions of the health-care
               reform act, the Supreme Court granted certiorari on 14 November 2011. In a rare instance,
               the Supreme Court extended oral arguments from one hour total for each case to a total of six hours
               over three days. The cases were argued from 26 March to 28 March 2012. Solicitor General
               Donald Verrilli represented the national government and the Obama administration during the hearings.
            

            
             Initially, the Court heard arguments about the anti-injunction part of the act, which
               stated that a case could not be legally challenged until a person who failed to get
               insurance was subsequently assessed the tax or penalty. This portion of the law was
               not set to take effect until 2014 and was an attempt to prevent legal challenges to
               the legislation until that time. On the second day, the Court heard arguments over
               the “individual mandate,” or the constitutionality of forcing individuals to purchase
               health insurance. On the morning of the third day, the Court considered whether or
               not the Affordable Care Act could survive if the “individual mandate” was deemed unconstitutional.
               Last, on the afternoon of the third day, the Court heard deliberations on whether
               or not the Medicaid expansion of the act was coercive or an infringement on American
               state autonomy.
            

            
             With a 5–4 decision, the Court ruled that the Affordable Care Act was constitutional.
               Chief Justice John Roberts wrote the majority opinion and was joined by Associate Justices Ruth Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan. Prior to the release of the decision, many judicial scholars believed the case would
               produce a 5–4 split on the Court, with Justice Anthony Kennedy being the deciding vote. However, with the release of the ruling, many were shocked
               to see that it was the conservative chief justice John Roberts that was the deciding
               vote. Roberts justified his decision by arguing that the act was constitutional under
               Congress’s power to tax, but not Congress’s power to regulate commerce. The Court did rule that the expansion
               of the Medicaid program was coercive and that the federal government could not require
               the states to participate. After the ruling on Medicaid growth, many states with Republican governors have refused to take part in the expansion, which compromised the successful
               implementation of the reform and caused the cost of insurance premiums to grow. See also BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY.
            

         

         
         	AFGHANISTAN WAR

         
         	
            The U.S.-Afghanistan War ensued following the terrorist attacks in New York City,
               Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania on 11 September 2001. The Afghanistan government
               at the time was providing safe haven for terrorists opposed to U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. The original military objectives were to aid Afghan rebels (the
               Northern Alliance) fighting the Taliban, an ultraconservative Islamic sect that controlled
               the Afghan government. The intention was to dismantle al-Qaeda (“the Base”) operations
               in Afghanistan and remove the Taliban from power. Operation Enduring Freedom was launched
               by the U.S. military on 7 October 2001 with help from the United Kingdom. The war
               effort was later joined by Russia, France, Australia, Canada, Poland, Germany, and other Western allies. In a relatively
               short period of time, the Taliban was driven from power, and all major cities and
               towns in the country were captured. Al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders fled to Pakistan
               or remote mountainous regions. However, the war has dragged on into 2017 as the United
               States and its allies have attempted to create a politically and militarily stable
               governing scenario in Afghanistan.
            

            
               Three helicopters flying a mission at sunset.

               

            

            In 2003, only two years after the Taliban had been removed from power, the new Afghan
               National Army and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) forces fought against a resurgent Taliban, which had begun to wage war with
               guerrilla raids, ambushes in the countryside, and suicide attacks. Indeed, the Taliban
               successfully reasserted influence across many rural areas in southern and eastern
               Afghanistan. The U.S. military repeatedly launched air strikes and drone attacks targeting al-Qaeda and local Taliban leaders. In 2006, NATO countries increased
               the number of troops battling the Taliban insurgency, and three years later, in December
               2009, President Obama committed an additional 30,000 U.S. troops to the war-torn country
               in what has become known as the Afghan surge. Then, on 25 July 2010, during the Obama administration’s first term in office, WikiLeaks
               founder Julian Assange released approximately 92,000 classified reports that covered aspects of the Afghanistan
               War from 2004 to 2010. The documents revealed cover-ups of civilian deaths and the
               ferocity and frequency of Taliban attacks on U.S. forces. It was later determined
               that army soldier Bradley Manning was the source of the leaked documents.
            

            
            On 2 May 2011, the Afghanistan War achieved a milestone with the killing of Osama
               bin Laden, who was the original leader of al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. An exit strategy
               was later endorsed by NATO countries on 21 May 2012 to remove soldiers from Afghanistan.
               The original agreement was for the United States to leave a small number of forces
               in the country to help with security and to continue to help train the newly minted
               Afghan military. Due to ever-changing circumstances in the fight between Afghanistan
               and the Taliban, the level of support troops continued to fluctuate throughout President
               Obama’s term in office. Then, in June 2016, President Obama announced that the withdrawal
               of U.S. forces would slow and he would leave approximately 8,400 soldiers in the country
               until the end of his presidency. Since the beginning of the war in 2001, more than
               2,200 U.S. military members have died in Afghanistan.
            

         

         
         	AFGHAN SURGE

         
         	
            In December 2009, President Obama ordered an additional 30,000 troops to Afghanistan
               to stabilize the Afghan theater and to counter what was perceived as a resurgence
               in the military capabilities of the Taliban and its sympathizers. The Taliban had
               been running the Afghan government during the time period that Osama bin Laden and his associates operated terrorist training camps in the country. One of the ancillary
               objectives of the surge was to use the increased U.S. military presence as a means
               to create a more stable environment to train the Afghan military to take over security
               operations in the country.
            

            
            By September 2012, the U.S. military presence in Afghanistan had returned to pre-surge
               levels; however, at the end of the Obama administration, there were still 9,800 U.S.
               troops stationed in Afghanistan. The success of the Obama administration’s military
               initiative is debated; some suggest that the effort blunted the Taliban resurgence,
               while others note that homegrown forces, supported by the United States, were no more
               capable of policing the security of the nation after the nearly three-year deployment
               than when the surge first took place. See also AFGHANISTAN WAR.
            

         

         
         	AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE, NATIONAL MUSEUM OF

         
         	
            A Smithsonian Institution museum, located on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.,
               which focuses on the history of African Americans in the United States. The museum
               is the only national museum solely devoted to the documentation of African American
               life, history, and culture. After decades of continued efforts, the museum was eventually
               established through an act of Congress, which was signed by President George W. Bush in 2003. Groundbreaking for construction took place on 22 February 2012, and the
               museum opened to the public on 24 September 2016. On opening day, President Barack
               Obama, the first African American president, dedicated the museum.
            

            
               The National Museum of African American History and Culture.

               

            

             The museum is 10 stories high, with five stories above ground and an additional five
               below ground. As of July 2017, it houses more than 36,000 artifacts related to the
               African American community, family, performing arts, religion, civil rights movement,
               slavery, and segregation. See also MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL.
            

         

         
         	ALEPPO, SYRIA

         
         	
            A city in Syria located in the northwest portion of the country. Prior to the Syrian civil war, Aleppo
               was the largest city in Syria. The last census prior to the war, in 2004, reported
               a population of 2.3 million. During the war, the city has served as a capital for
               the Aleppo Governorate. For this reason, the city has been highly sought after by
               the Free Syrian Army, the Syrian Armed Forces, Hezbollah, Shiite militants, and Russian
               forces.
            

            
             Since 2012, Aleppo has suffered massive destruction from the fighting between the
               factions to control the provincial capital. Many residents fled their homes and country
               in efforts to save their lives. Many of these Syrian refugees have headed to the European Union, causing a migration crisis that spurred considerable
               political debate around the world. In 2016, during President Obama’s last year in
               office, the crises in Aleppo caught the attention of the world when photographs of
               a traumatized and bloodied five-year-old boy sitting in the back of an ambulance were
               published.
            

            
             In November 2016, President Obama met with and urged Russian president Vladimir Putin to help put an end to the Syrian conflict and the suffering of the people in Aleppo.
               Russia’s response was that it is not involved in the current assault on Aleppo and
               was instead focusing on a nearby province. By mid-December 2016, Aleppo had fallen
               and was under complete control of the Syrian government with the help of the Russia
               military.
            

         

         
         	ALITO, SAMUEL A., JR. (1 APRIL 1950–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court, nominated by President George W. Bush, Alito has been serving on the high court since January 2006. He was born and raised
               in Trenton, New Jersey. In 1972, he obtained an A.B. from the Woodrow Wilson School
               of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University. Next, he enrolled at
               Yale University Law School, where he became editor of the Yale Law Review and earned a J.D. in 1975. The first year after law school, Alito clerked for a federal
               judge and then became an assistant U.S. attorney for the New Jersey district. He held
               this position from 1977 to 1981 when, under President Ronald Reagan, he was appointed
               deputy assistant to the U.S. attorney general. After two years in this position, he
               became the U.S. attorney for New Jersey. Alito served in this position until 1990,
               when he was appointed to the Third Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals by President George
               H. W. Bush. Fifteen years later, he was nominated by George W. Bush to fill the seat on the Supreme Court being vacated by Sandra Day O’Connor.
            

            
            At President Barack Obama’s 2010 State of the Union address, Justice Alito was shown on camera visibly shaking his head and mouthing “not true”
               in disagreement with the president’s characterization of the Supreme Court’s decision
               in Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission. The Supreme Court’s majority opinion, which Alito agreed with, argued that unlimited
               amounts of “nonaffiliated” money could be spent in election campaigns, among other
               considerations. Alito’s public disagreement with the president was seen as a break
               in the appropriate decorum and discretion that is traditionally practiced by Supreme
               Court justices at a public event. Others have argued that there was more going on
               than a disagreement about proper legal interpretation and that Justice Alito had hard
               feelings toward the president because during his Senate confirmation hearings, Senator Obama had determinedly opposed Alito’s nomination.
            

            
             Throughout his time on the Supreme Court, Justice Alito has consistently taken the
               most conservative position on pending legal matters. In 2014, he wrote the majority
               opinion in the Burwell v. Hobby Lobby case. This landmark decision allowed for-profit corporations to be exempt from a
               law they object to on religious grounds. More specifically, the case concerned a provision
               in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act that required insurers and employers who pay for insurance to cover access to birth
               control.
            

         

         
         	AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009

         
         	
            President Obama signed the law into effect on 17 February 2009 in response to the
               economic crisis taking place in the country at that time. This legislation is typically
               referred to as the “stimulus” or the “Recovery Act.” It included measures to create
               and save jobs, expand unemployment benefits along with other social welfare provisions, modernize infrastructure, enhance energy
               independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and reform health care, offer
               a first-time home buyers credit, and provide tax relief.
            

            
             The 111th Congress passed the legislation on 13 February 2009, which allocated $787 billion in an effort
               to reverse the Great Recession or declining national gross domestic product (GDP). In an effort to create transparency
               for the act, Congress required that all receipts from spending related to the act
               be reported quarterly. In 2011, the original financial cost of the legislation was
               revised up to $831 billion by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).
            

            
             In November 2011, the CBO released a report on the economic effects of the American
               Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The analysis stated that the Recovery Act had contributed
               positively to several economic indicators; the funds increased the GDP anywhere between
               0.3 to 1.9 percent, lowered the unemployment rate, increased the number of people employed, and helped create jobs. As a part of the
               Recovery Act, money was distributed to corporations in an effort to help create new
               jobs. In certain cases, corporations receiving money produced very little with the
               money they received. For example, the Obama administration came under fire when the
               company Solyndra received $535 million in government assistance under the program and then went bankrupt
               shortly thereafter.
            

         

         
         	ARAB SPRING

         
         	
            A revolutionary wave of protests against authoritarian rule in the Middle East and
               North Africa that started in December 2010. In an effort to increase popular sovereignty,
               pro-democracy movements spread across North African and Middle Eastern countries against
               dictatorial regimes and the alleged corruption of regime leaders. The movement began
               in Tunisia, North Africa, when a fruit vendor lit himself on fire in protest over
               the government taking away his market stall and his family’s only means of income.
               Within days of the individual protest, others began calling for regime leaders to
               step down. In all, protests spread across the country and then into other neighboring
               countries in the region. In total, protests and civil disobedience have occurred in
               21 nations in the region as a result of what has been called the Arab Spring.
            

            
            To date, the revolutionary protests have led to the overthrow of authoritarian regimes
               in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen. Subsequently, parliamentary elections have occurred in Tunisia, Egypt,
               and Libya. In Yemen, following an assassination attempt, President Ali Abdullah Saleh
               resigned, but he was replaced by his vice president, and a transition to democracy
               failed to materialize. Subsequently, there has been considerable instability in the
               country’s leadership. In Egypt, democratic elections produced a new president, Mohamed
               Morsi, but after some authoritarian moves by the new leader, subsequent protests were
               held in June and July 2013, which resulted in his removal from office. The removal
               of the elected president divided the country. Retired field marshal Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
               was elected president in May 2014, almost a year after he removed his predecessor,
               President Morsi, from office in a popularly backed coup.
            

            
            In addition, the Arab Spring has devolved into a civil war in Syria. Bashar al-Assad has refused to step down from his position as titular president
               of the Syrian Arab Republic. At the end of the summer of 2017, the situation in Syria
               was very fluid amid continued accusations of the use of chemical weapons by al-Assad’s
               forces. The Obama administration consistently weighed military options in Syria and
               routinely supported forces fighting the al-Assad regime. Throughout the Obama administration,
               U.S. foreign policy in response to the Arab Spring has been largely defined by neutrality, with the notable
               exceptions of Libya and Syria. In Libya, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) forces led by the United States entered the fray, which led to the capture
               and killing of Muammar Gadhafi. Obama left office with the civil war in Syria raging
               and creating significant humanitarian crises. In other instances, the Obama administration
               simply provided rhetorical support for the groups trying to transition to democracy.
               See also ALEPPO, SYRIA.
            

         

         
         	ARIZONA ET AL. V. UNITED STATES

         
         	
            This United States Supreme Court case dealt with the issue of immigration policy in the state of Arizona. The case was argued on 25 April 2012 and decided
               on 25 June 2012 and involved Arizona’s Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods
               Act. The state legislation, signed on 23 April 2010 by Arizona governor Jan Brewer,
               made it a state misdemeanor for an undocumented worker to be in Arizona without carrying
               registration documents. It also authorized state and local law enforcement officers
               to enforce federal immigration laws and crack down on the sheltering, hiring, and
               transporting of undocumented workers. This provision within the bill immediately sparked
               concerns from civil rights groups and the broader public because it would appear to
               encourage police officers to racially profile individuals. Public outrage led to mass
               demonstrations in Arizona and around the country. On 1 May 2010, International Workers’
               Day, tens of thousands of people demonstrated against the law in Arizona.
            

            
            A case was filed by the U.S. Justice Department against the state law on 6 July 2010
               in Arizona Federal District Court, stating that the law was unconstitutional because
               it supplanted the national government’s power to establish immigration policy. The
               case worked its way through the federal court system until it was heard by the Supreme
               Court in April 2012. In June 2012, three of the four provisions of the act were struck
               down by the Court in a 5–3 vote. An Obama appointee on the Court, Associate Justice
               Elena Kagan, recused herself from hearing the case because prior to her appointment she had served
               as the solicitor general in the Obama administration, or the government’s chief advocate
               before the Supreme Court who defended the government’s position in the case.
            

            
            One of the provisions struck down was that immigrants are required to carry registration
               documents at all times. The second part of the law that was declared unconstitutional
               was the provision that allowed state police to arrest any individual for suspicion
               of being an illegal immigrant. And the last provision struck down was the one that
               made it illegal for undocumented immigrants to search for or hold a job in the state.
               The provision that was upheld by the Court allowed Arizona state police to investigate
               the immigration status of any stopped, detained, or arrested individuals if there
               was reasonable suspicion of them being an illegal immigrant. However, it was specified
               that police could not detain the individual for a prolonged period of time for simply
               not carrying immigration documents. See also DREAM ACT.
            

         

         
         	ASSANGE, JULIAN (3 JULY 1971–)

         
         	
            The editor in chief and founder of WikiLeaks, an online forum dedicated to publishing leaked secret and classified information
               with the stated purpose to improve public accountability and responsible government.
               Assange has been an advocate for greater freedom of the press, government transparency,
               and personal privacy. Specifically, he has been critical of the U.S. government and
               the Obama administration on matters of press freedom, government secrecy, and domestic
               surveillance programs.
            

            
            Assange gained international attention in 2010 when WikiLeaks began to publish secret
               U.S. military and diplomatic information with the assistance of former U.S. soldier
               Bradley Manning, who was later convicted and sentenced to 35 years in prison for betraying the United
               States. During the Manning trial, prosecutors presented evidence showing how Manning
               and Assange collaborated to steal and publish top-secret U.S. documents. In an unrelated
               matter, the Swedish government had issued a warrant for the arrest of Assange for
               his alleged involvement in a sexual assault. Assange has been granted asylum in the
               Ecuadorian embassy in London, United Kingdom, where he has lived since June 2012.
               He fears that if he is extradited to Sweden, he will then be sent to the United States
               to face charges of espionage.
            

            
            In the month preceding the presidential election of 2016, Assange’s Internet access was cut off by the Ecuadorian government, for fear that
               he was interfering in the U.S. election. After his access to the Internet was revoked,
               Assange disappeared from public view until mid-December, when he blasted the U.S.
               media, stating that their power had greatly diminished in recent years.
            

            
            During the 2016 presidential election, Donald Trump praised Assange’s WikiLeaks organization because the site released Hillary Clinton’s e-mails, which were hacked by Russian government operatives. However, several months after President Trump took office,
               U.S. attorney general Jeff Sessions prioritized the arrest and prosecution of Assange. As of May 2017, Assange has not
               been arrested or prosecuted, and he remains in the Ecuadorian embassy.
            

         

         
         	AURORA, COLORADO, SHOOTING, 2012

         
         	
            On 20 July 2012, James Eagan Holmes opened fire on a crowd in a movie theater during
               a midnight screening of The Dark Night Rises in Aurora, Colorado. Holmes was dressed in tactical clothing and set off tear gas
               grenades prior to shooting into the audience with multiple firearms. He killed 12
               people and wounded 58 others before he was arrested within minutes outside the theater.
               Ten days after the shooting, Colorado prosecutors filed 24 charges of first-degree
               murder and 116 charges of attempted murder. Holmes has admitted to being the gunman
               in court filings, but his lawyers say he had a “psychotic episode” at the time. He
               has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity to the 152 counts he has been charged
               with. His trial was initially set for February 2014.
            

            
            On 21 July, a day after the shooting, President Obama ordered flags to be flown at
               half-staff for five days in memory of the victims. The shooting took place in the
               midst of the 2012 presidential election campaign, and both Obama and Republican Party candidate Mitt Romney temporarily suspended television advertising in the state of Colorado. On 22 July,
               President Obama met with survivors and gave a speech about the tragic loss of life.
               This was the third public mass shooting to occur during Obama’s first term in office.
            

            
            In July 2015, James Holmes eventually went to trial for the murder indictments. Holmes’s
               lawyer adopted a mental illness defense strategy. Ultimately the strategy failed,
               and Holmes was found guilty of murder. During the following month, jurors failed to
               unanimously agree to sentence Holmes to death. Upon failure of the jurors to agree
               on the death penalty, Holmes was sentenced to life in prison without parole. See also CHARLESTON CHURCH SHOOTING, 2015; FERGUSON, MISSOURI; GUN CONTROL; NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT, MASS SHOOTING, 2012; OAK CREEK, WISCONSIN, SHOOTING, 2012; SAN BERNARDINO SHOOTING, 2015; TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHOOTING, 2011.
            

         

         
         	AUTO BAILOUT

         
         	
            A government program designed to provide a bridge loan to two major U.S. automobile
               manufacturers, General Motors (GM) and Chrysler. The decline of GM and Chrysler’s market share in the United States, together with
               poor management and the global financial crisis beginning in December 2007, resulted
               in the two companies’ fiscal situations teetering on the brink of insolvency. To ensure
               the survival of the two companies, the federal government under President George W. Bush agreed to negotiate a deal to keep both companies out of bankruptcy. The first phase
               of the auto bailout was approved in late 2008 and provided the companies with $17.4
               billion from Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) funds, a government program intended to address the country’s subprime mortgage
               crisis in 2008. Despite the initial TARP monies, both GM and Chrysler filed for bankruptcy
               in the summer of 2009.
            

            
            When private companies file for bankruptcy, the government becomes responsible for
               managing their financial assets to help the company return to solvency if possible
               or to liquidate its assets if a return to profitability is deemed impossible. The
               Obama administration was charged with managing the bankruptcies for both GM and Chrysler.
               Specifically, the new president appointed Steven R. Rattner as the “car czar,” or
               the mediator between the automakers and the government. The companies were given a
               first opportunity to lay out their plans to recover market share and profitability.
               The Obama administration rejected the plans put forth by both companies and mandated
               other measures, including the forced resignation of General Motors’ chief executive
               officer Rick Wagoner. In all, the government plan included more bridge loans, which
               led in turn to the federal government temporarily owning 60 percent of both GM and
               Chrysler stock. Fortunately, both companies were revived, and by the summer of 2013
               the national government owned only 19 percent of GM and had no further stake in Chrysler.
            

            
            The two companies’ business plans became increasingly viable while both continued
               to produce profits. Yet critics of the Obama administration bemoaned the government’s
               efforts because it is believed the president’s policies represent inappropriate government
               meddling in the private sector. Indeed, the topic of an “auto bailout” commanded a
               significant amount of attention in the 2012 presidential election. Republican Party candidate Mitt Romney attacked President Obama on his handling of the auto bankruptcies and the amount
               of government aid involved, asserting that the automakers should have either gone
               out of business or sought assistance from the private sector. Obama for his part championed
               what he considered the success of his administration’s initiative. In the end, the
               Department of the Treasury received back all of the $49.5 billion it loaned to the
               two companies. See also GREAT RECESSION.
            

         

         
         	AXELROD, DAVID (22 FEBRUARY 1955–)

         
         	
            Chief strategist and adviser to Obama’s 2008 presidential election campaign, David Axelrod also served as a senior adviser to the White House from 2009
               to 2011 and was the chief strategist for Obama’s 2012 reelection campaign. Axelrod
               was born and raised in New York City but graduated in 1977 from the University of
               Chicago, where he majored in political science. After receiving his degree, he went
               to work for the Chicago Tribune in 1981. At the time, he became the youngest political writer at the newspaper. In
               1985, Axelrod started a political consultancy company, Axelrod & Associates, and went
               on to work for Senator Paul Simon’s failed 1988 presidential campaign. His company
               was successful in its support for five candidates who ran for mayor of major cities
               around the country. Each of the candidates was an African American. The mayoral campaigns
               spanned the time period 1990–2000. In 2004, Axelrod was hired to work on John Edwards’s presidential election campaign. When Edwards failed to secure the Democratic Party nomination, Axelrod went to work as the chief political adviser to Representative
               Rahm Emanuel, who was serving as the chair of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.
            

            
            In Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign, Axelrod is widely credited with creating a
               grassroots strategy for voter outreach and donor engagement and crafting the main
               campaign theme of “Change,” along with the official campaign slogan, “Yes We Can.” In the immediate aftermath of his successful presidential bid, Obama announced
               that Axelrod would serve as a senior adviser in his administration. He remained in
               that position until he left on 28 January 2011 to work on the president’s 2012 reelection
               campaign. During the election of 2012, Axelrod announced that it would be his last campaign as a political strategist.
            

            
            After successfully running President Obama’s reelection campaign, Axelrod established
               a bipartisan institute at the University of Chicago to help inspire young people to pursue careers in politics. In February 2013, Axelrod
               joined NBC News and MSNBC as a political analyst. He held this position until he accepted
               a similar position at CNN in September 2015.
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         	BACHMANN, MICHELE (6 APRIL 1956–)

         
         	
            Michele Bachmann was a Republican Party member of the U.S. House of Representatives and a former candidate for the Republican
               nomination in the 2012 presidential election against incumbent president Barack Obama. Born in Waterloo, Iowa, Bachmann attended
               Winona State University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 1978. She then went
               on to the O. W. Coburn School of Law at Oral Roberts University. While at Oral Roberts,
               she studied under John Eidsmore, who is a well-known attorney and constitutional law
               scholar, also known for his radical right-wing interpretations and possible ties to
               white supremacy views. More specifically, Bachmann worked as a research assistant
               on Eidsmore’s book Christianity and the Constitution, which makes the argument that the United States was founded as a Christian theocracy
               and should become one again. Bachmann also received an LL.M. degree from the William
               & Mary Law School. Upon graduation, she took a job as an attorney for the Internal
               Revenue Service (IRS), working there from 1988 until 1993. Employment at the IRS is
               an ironic part of Bachmann’s past as she has often been a vocal critic of the agency’s
               tax-collecting efforts.
            

            
            
               Republican candidate Michele Bachmann addresses supporters after the CNN/Tea Party
                     Express debate on 12 September 2011 in Tampa, Florida.
                  

               

            

            In 2000, Bachmann started her political career by running for a seat in the Minnesota
               state senate, defeating 18-year incumbent Gary Laidig in the Republican primary and
               Democrat Ted Thompson in the general election. She held that position until 2006 when
               she ran for and won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, becoming the first
               woman elected to the lower chamber from Minnesota. As a member of the House, she was a
               firm advocate of the Republican Party agenda and highly critical of President Obama.
               In public comments, Bachmann was critical of Obama’s association with Pastor Jeremiah Wright, who has been tied to anti-Semitic comments, and Professor Bill Ayers, who led a
               radical left-wing organization in the 1970s. In the 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns,
               she repeatedly questioned Obama’s true motives in politics, suggesting that he might
               be attempting a socialist takeover of government. As a House member, Bachmann was
               also one of Obama’s most staunch opponents in the health-care debate that led to the
               Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. She labeled the legislation a “government takeover of health care” that would squeeze
               out private health insurance. In May 2013, Bachmann announced that she would not seek
               reelection to her Minnesota U.S. House seat in the 2014 midterm election.
            

            
            Although Bachmann retired from the House in 2015, she continued to be involved in
               politics. In 2016, Bachmann served as an adviser to Donald Trump in the presidential election of 2016. She advised the Republican nominee on religious issues and foreign policy. See also TEA PARTY.
            

            
         

         
         	BAUCUS, MAX (11 DECEMBER 1941–)

         
         	
            A Democratic United States senator from Montana, Baucus played an influential role in the debate
               over health-care reform during Obama’s first term in office. He was born in Helena,
               Montana, and attended college at Stanford University and Stanford Law School, earning
               a B.A. in 1964 and a J.D. in 1967. After spending three years as a lawyer for the
               Securities and Exchange Commission in Washington, D.C., Baucus moved back to Montana
               to become executive director of the state’s Constitutional Convention and to start
               a law practice. Subsequently, he was elected to the Montana state house of representatives
               in 1974, serving for just one year before defeating incumbent Republican Richard Shoup
               for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. He served in the U.S. House for two
               terms and then decided to run for the U.S. Senate and won election and reelection
               to five six-year terms. He holds the record as the longest-serving U.S. senator from
               the state of Montana. During Obama’s time as president, Baucus was the powerful chair
               of the Senate Finance Committee, which deals with all tax matters and government health-care
               expenditures.
            

            
            Importantly, Baucus voted against President Obama’s original single-payer health-care
               reform plan introduced in the Senate. He supported a more measured approached to health-care
               reform. As a member of the Senate Finance Subcommittee on Taxation and Oversight,
               Baucus was an influential advocate for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the signature health-care reform legislation that ultimately passed the Senate and
               became law. The subcommittee deliberations were considered a particularly important
               first step in policy adoption. In April 2013, Senator Baucus announced that he would
               not seek a seventh term in the Senate. In a state that often supports Republican presidential
               candidates, the Montana Senate seat being vacated by Baucus was considered a real
               opportunity for Republican Party strategists who hoped to gain the seat in the 2014 midterm election. However, the seat was won by Democratic candidate Ronald “Ron” Lee Wyden.
            

            
            With the retirement of Baucus imminent, President Obama nominated him to fill the
               post of ambassador to China in December 2013. His nomination was considered by the
               Foreign Relations Committee and was eventually reported to the Senate on 4 February 2014. A vote of confirmation
               was taken two days later with Baucus receiving unanimous support. On 21 February 2014,
               Max Baucus was sworn in by Vice President Joe Biden. He remained the ambassador to China through the end of President Obama’s term in
               office.
            

            
         

         
         	BEER SUMMIT

         
         	
            On 30 July 2009, President Obama hosted a meeting between Cambridge police sergeant
               James Crowley and Harvard professor Henry Gates Jr. Earlier, on 16 July, Sergeant
               Crowley had arrested the African American professor at his home in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
               Dr. Gates was returning from an overseas trip to China and was locked out of his house.
               While attempting to force the front door of his home open, a neighbor called police
               and reported a break-in in progress. Sergeant Crowley responded to the call and confronted
               Dr. Gates. The professor accused the officer of racial profiling and became quarrelsome
               with the officer. Sergeant Crowley then arrested Dr. Gates for disorderly conduct.
            

            
            On 22 July, President Obama commented that he felt the Cambridge police “acted stupidly.”
               The comment received considerable criticism from the law enforcement community. Obama
               later stated that his choice of words was “unfortunate . . . that I could have calibrated
               my thoughts differently.” The president called for a meeting between himself, Crowley,
               and Gates in an attempt to clear the matter and allow all sides a chance to air their
               feelings. Beer was served at the outdoor meeting, and the news media were allowed
               to take pictures. The meeting was subsequently dubbed the “Beer Summit” in media reports.
               Descriptions provided by each of the three participants indicated that the meeting
               was very cordial and productive.
            

            
         

         
         	BENGHAZI ATTACK, 2012

         
         	
            An attack on the American consulate at Benghazi, Libya, on 11 September 2012, the
               11th anniversary of the 11 September 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center in New
               York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. The attack began in the main compound
               composed of the main consulate building and then moved to a Central Intelligence Agency
               (CIA) annex nearby. Within four hours, the consulate was destroyed and four Americans
               had been killed, including U.S. Libyan ambassador Chris Stevens. Another 10 individuals were injured during the attack.
            

            
             In the immediate aftermath of the attack, President Obama and Secretary of State
               Hillary Clinton made statements to the media expressing condolences to victims and their families
               and pledging to seek out those responsible for the attack. Several days later, on
               16 September, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice appeared on multiple news shows to discuss the attack. Rice claimed that a CIA memo
               revealed that the attack was due to spontaneous demonstrations in response to an anti-Muslim video that was released on the Internet. However, as more information came in, it
               was determined that the information Rice had stated on television was false and that
               the attack on the compound was a well-coordinated terrorist attack.
            

            
            The Obama administration received harsh criticism from both the Republican Party and the media, suggesting that the administration was attempting to mislead the public
               to keep them from knowing it was a terrorist attack. Multiple congressional hearings
               were conducted between October 2012 and May 2013, with three State Department whistleblowers
               confirming that the violence was a coordinated terrorist attack. The Obama administration’s
               response was to note there was no attempt to mislead the public and that the erroneous
               reporting by the UN ambassador was the result of a faulty intelligence report.
            

            
            Criticism of the attack went beyond the president, targeting Secretary of State Hillary
               Clinton. Primarily conservative media outlets, such as Fox News, spread the notion that the administration did not heed proper security warnings
               prior to the attack. These assertions led to additional investigations by Republicans
               in the House. In one of these investigations, the House Select Committee on Benghazi
               requested that Hillary Clinton turn over her State Department e-mails. State Department
               officials responded to the request stating that it had no correspondence because Clinton
               used a private server for all of her official business. The response to the e-mail
               request started the Clinton e-mail scandal that plagued Clinton during her run for president in the election of 2016.
            

            
         

         
         	BERGDAHL, ROBERT BOWDRIE “BOWE” (28 MARCH 1986–)

         
         	
            Bergdahl is a United States Army soldier who was held captive by the Taliban in Afghanistan from June 2009 to May 2014. He was released to the United States on 31 May 2014 as
               part of a prisoner exchange orchestrated by the Obama administration. The president
               was roundly criticized by partisan opponents and some in the U.S. media for the exchange
               because five Taliban members were released for the return of Bergdahl. Over the next
               year and a half, the U.S. Army investigated thoroughly the events that led to the
               capture of the soldier, and on 14 December 2015 the army announced that Bergdahl was
               being changed with desertion and misbehavior before the enemy and that there would
               be a general court-martial hearing.
            

            
             Following the swearing in of Donald Trump, Bergdahl’s lawyers sought to have his case dismissed because Trump, as a candidate,
               made negative comments about Bergdahl. His lawyer argued that these negative comments
               by the commander in chief were unlawful command influence and made it impossible for
               Bergdahl to get a fair trial. The dismissal was denied, and jury selection for the
               trial began in October 2017. Prior to Obama leaving office, Bergdahl and his team
               petitioned the president for a pardon. However, no pardon was ever granted by the Obama administration.
            

            
         

         
         	BERNANKE, BEN (13 DECEMBER 1953–)

         
         	
            Chair of the Federal Reserve during the first five years of the Obama presidency.
               Bernanke was born in Augusta, Georgia, and attended Harvard University, graduating
               with a B.A. in economics in 1975. Subsequently, he received a Ph.D. in economics from
               the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1979. He taught economics at the Stanford
               Graduate School of Business from 1979 until 1985 and then at Princeton University,
               where he was the Economics Department chair from 1996 until 2002. Bernanke left Princeton
               in 2002 to serve as a member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System.
               During this time, he devised a monetary policy referred to as the “Bernanke Doctrine,”
               the primary goal of which was to combat deflation.
            

            
            
               Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke addressing the National Press Club, 3 February
                     2011, in Washington, D.C.
                  

               

            

            In 2005, Bernanke was named chair of the Council of Economic Advisers by President
               George W. Bush and was appointed and approved as chair of the Federal Reserve in 2006. In August
               2009, President Obama announced he would renominate Bernanke for another four-year
               term, and Bernanke was reconfirmed by the Senate in January 2010. Obama has credited
               Bernanke, in his leadership role at the Federal Reserve, for helping to curb the financial
               crisis and preventing a major depression in 2008 (see  GREAT RECESSION). In public statements, Bernanke has made it clear that he believes the United States
               needs to reduce annual budget deficits by reforming entitlement programs, saying that
               “if we do not [reform entitlements] . . . in the longer run, we will have neither
               financial stability nor economic growth.” His opinion on government tax cuts, however,
               was inconsistent. He publicly recognizes that certain tax cuts can stimulate economic
               growth, but he has also noted that a vibrant tax base is important to fiscal responsibility.
               Bernanke stepped down as chair of the Federal Reserve in January 2014, with Janet
               Yellen taking over the position. After stepping down as Federal Reserve chair, Bernanke
               began working as a senior adviser to the hedge fund Citadel.
            

            
         

         
         	BIDEN, JILL (5 JUNE 1951–)

         
         	
            The wife of Joe Biden, the 47th U.S. vice president. The spouse of the vice president has the honorary
               title of Second Lady of the United States. Born in Hammonton, New Jersey, Biden received
               two master’s degrees, one from West Chester University and a second from the University
               of Villanova. She also earned a doctorate degree from the University of Delaware in
               January 2007. For over 30 years, Jill Biden has taught English at community colleges
               and public high schools, as well as at a psychiatric hospital for special-needs adolescents
               in the state of Delaware. She was married to Joe Biden in 1977, becoming his second
               wife after his first wife died in a car accident. Throughout the time that her husband
               has spent as vice president, the Second Lady continued to teach college courses and
               actively participate in several nonprofit organizations.
            

            
            In 1993, Dr. Biden formed the Biden Breast Health Initiative in Delaware after four
               of her close friends were diagnosed with breast cancer. This initiative has been successful
               in informing thousands of high school students about the importance of early breast
               cancer detection. During the fall of 2010, Dr. Biden hosted the first-ever White House
               Summit on Community Colleges to recognize the unique role played by these institutions
               in the U.S. higher education scheme. In 2012, she visited community college campuses
               on the “Community College to Career” tour intended to highlight innovative ideas for
               training the next generation of students with the skills they need to meet evolving
               workforce demands.
            

            
            Furthermore, throughout most of Obama’s first term, Dr. Biden and First Lady Michelle Obama spearheaded the Joining Forces initiative to aid military families. The initiative seeks, specifically, to “mobilize
               all sectors of society to give our service members and their families the opportunities
               and support they have earned.” Dr. Biden is herself a military mom. Her stepson, Joseph
               Robinette “Beau” Biden III, was a major in the Delaware Army National Guard and was
               deployed to Iraq for one year from the end of 2008 to the end of 2009. The eldest son of Joe Biden
               and his first wife Neilia, Beau Biden died from brain cancer on 30 May 2015 at the
               age of 46. In June 2012, Jill Biden published a children’s book titled Don’t Forget, God Bless Our Troops to inform children about the importance of military service and the sacrifice that
               soldiers make. The book was inspired by stories the Second Lady’s granddaughter told
               her during her father’s deployment.
            

            
         

         
         	BIDEN, JOE (20 NOVEMBER 1942–)

         
         	
            The former Democratic U.S. senator from Delaware served as President Barack Obama’s running mate and vice
               president through both terms in office. Born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Vice President
               Biden attended the University of Delaware, graduating with a B.A. in 1965. He went
               on to study law at Syracuse University, graduating in 1968. He served on the New Castle,
               Delaware, county council from 1970 to 1972.
            

            
            
               Vice President Joe Biden meeting with the president of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko,
                     following the invasion of Crimea by Russia.
                  

               

            

            Biden, in 1972, at the constitutional minimum age of 30, ran for one of Delaware’s
               two U.S. Senate seats. He upset incumbent Republican senator J. Caleb Boggs, winning by less than 4,000 votes out of over 225,000 ballots
               cast. Biden’s campaign was not well funded, especially compared to the support Boggs
               had from the Republican National Committee, the party’s national organization. The
               youthful Biden’s primary campaign topics were U.S. withdrawal from the Vietnam War,
               protecting the environment, and promoting civil rights and health-care reform. With his successful election
               campaign, Biden became the sixth-youngest senator in U.S. history.
            

            
            Only six weeks after the campaign, a tragic car accident killed his wife Neilia and
               one-year-old daughter. Biden’s two sons were also in the automobile and suffered significant
               injuries. Biden considered resigning his Senate seat before ever taking the oath of
               office. He was persuaded, however, by Senate majority leader Mike Mansfield (D-Montana)
               to hold the seat. In 1977, Biden remarried, to the future second lady Jill Biden. By 1981, Biden had become the ranking minority member of the U.S. Senate Judiciary
               Committee, and when Democrats regained majority control of the Senate in 1987, he
               became chair of the committee. The Judiciary Committee has the important task of considering
               and approving all presidential judicial appointments. In 1984, Biden was the Democratic
               Party floor manager charged with passing the Comprehensive Crime Control Act signed
               into law by President Ronald Reagan.
            

            
            In 1988, Biden made his first run for president of the United States but failed to
               gain the Democratic Party nomination. At the time he dropped out of the race, there
               were reports circulating that he plagiarized one of his campaign speeches as well
               as allegations that he had committed plagiarism while in law school at Syracuse University.
               In 2007, Biden again declared that he would be a Democratic Party candidate for president.
               In the 2008 campaign, he focused his campaign on stopping the war in Iraq. Ultimately,
               he was defeated by Barack Obama in the Democratic Party primaries. On 22 August 2008,
               then-senator Barack Obama announced Joe Biden as his choice for running mate in the 2008 general election. Biden was officially named the Democratic vice-presidential candidate on 27 August
               by voice vote at the 2008 Democratic National Convention. Reports indicate that he was chosen by Obama for his experience on matters related
               to national security and other foreign policy concerns, experience he gained during his long Senate tenure. Biden cast his last
               Senate vote on 15 January 2009, in support of the second Troubled Asset Relief Program bill, which was intended to address issues related to the economic collapse known as the
               Great Recession. He resigned from the Senate on the 16th of January, having served in the chamber
               for 36 consecutive years.
            

            
            As vice president, Joe Biden was an important policy negotiator, serving as a liaison
               between the White House and the Senate. During the Obama administration, Biden oversaw
               Senate approval of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with Russia, passage of an extension of the Bush-era tax cuts in 2010, the Budget Control Act
               in 2011, and the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. Throughout his time as vice
               president, he was one of President Obama’s closest advisers and confidants, and he
               was involved in many of the day-to-day decisions being made at the White House.
            

            
            On 30 May 2015, Joe Biden’s son Beau died from brain cancer. The timing of his son’s
               death greatly impacted his decision not to run for president in the election of 2016. Prior to his son’s death, Biden was said to be preparing for the 2016 Democratic
               presidential nomination. On 21 October 2015, he announced that he would not enter
               the race because of the drain of emotional energy due to the loss of his son. Shortly
               after Beau’s death, President Obama appointed Biden the head of a national effort
               to find cancer cures, known as the “Cancer Moonshot.” The goal of the Moonshot is
               to advance a decade’s worth of cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment within
               a five-year period. With one week left in both Obama and Biden’s term in the White
               House, the president awarded Biden with a Medal of Freedom. Obama awarded the medal
               “with distinction,” which depicts a greater level of honor. During the ceremony, President
               Obama remarked that Joe Biden is “the best vice president America has ever had.”
            

            
         

         
         	BINGAMAN, JESSE FRANCIS “JEFF” (3 OCTOBER 1943–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic U.S. senator from New Mexico and an influential supporter of President
               Barack Obama’s health-care reform initiatives in 2009 and 2010. Bingaman was born
               in El Paso, Texas, but grew up in Silver City, New Mexico. He studied government at
               Harvard University, earning a B.A. degree in 1965. He then attended Stanford Law School,
               graduating in 1968. Bingaman was an attorney in private practice before moving to
               the state attorney general’s office in New Mexico. In 1982, he defeated incumbent
               Republican Harrison Schmitt for a U.S. Senate seat from New Mexico and was subsequently
               reelected to four additional six-year terms. Bingaman would later become chair of
               the Senate  Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
            

            
            In April 2008, Bingaman officially endorsed Senator Barack Obama as the 2008 Democratic Party presidential nominee. His support for Obama was somewhat surprising given that Obama’s
               intraparty opponent, Hillary Clinton, often had the backing of mainstream Democratic Party politicians, such as Bingaman.
               His support for Obama in April of the 2008 election campaign cycle has been used by some to indicate a fundamental shift in party support
               toward Obama and away from Clinton. In December 2009, after Obama had been president
               for nearly a year, Bingaman was a vocal supporter of the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act. Later, in 2010, Bingaman backed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, a second signature legislative achievement of President Obama. Early in 2011, Bingaman
               announced that he would not run for reelection in 2012 and completed his fifth Senate
               term in the first days of January in 2013. At the time of his retirement, he was the
               ninth-most-senior member of the Senate.
            

            
         

         
         	BIN LADEN, OSAMA (10 MARCH 1957–2 MAY 2011)

         
         	
            One of the major foreign policy achievements during President Barack Obama’s first term in office was the successful
               2011 raid in Abbottabad, Pakistan, which led to the death of Osama bin Laden, the self-reported mastermind of the 11
               September 2001 terrorist attacks on New York City and the nation’s capital. Osama
               bin Laden was born in Saudi Arabia to billionaire Mohammed bin Awad bin Laden. In
               1979, he went to Pakistan and supported the mujahedeen forces financially in their
               fight against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan. In 1988, bin Laden and several other
               senior jihadist leaders formed the group al-Qaeda, sensing a need for a new jihadist
               movement. After being banned from Sudan, bin Laden established a base for his operations
               in Afghanistan, from where he declared war on the United States. Among his first attacks
               was the bombing of U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya. In 2001, bin Laden became
               the most wanted man in the world after the 11 September 2001 attacks on the World
               Trade Center buildings in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.
            

            
            After the 11 September attacks, bin Laden was pursued heavily by U.S. forces but managed
               to elude capture for nearly 10 years. Early in the hunt, U.S. forces had bin Laden
               located at a mountainous hideout in Afghanistan known as Tora Bora. The military failed
               to capture him because there were not sufficient U.S. ground troops committed to the
               region at the time he was located. Bin Laden escaped the juggernaut at Tora Bora and
               would remain at large until May 2011, when he was shot and killed inside a private
               residential compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. The raid was labeled Operation Neptune Spear and was carried out by Navy SEALs, later identified as SEAL Team Six. The operation was executed under the direction of President Obama. See also AFGHANISTAN WAR.
            

            
         

         
         	BIRTHER

         
         	
            A person who believed the conspiracy theory that Barack Obama is ineligible to be
               president of the United States because he was not a natural-born citizen. The debunked
               theories stated that Obama’s birth certificate was a forgery and his actual birthplace
               was in Kenya, East Africa, not Hawaii, or that he became a citizen of Indonesia when
               he lived there as a child, thereby forfeiting his U.S. citizenship. In 2011, Donald Trump became involved in the controversy and demanded that Obama’s long-form birth certificate be made available to the public. In a separate publicity stunt, Trump offered the
               president $5 million, for the charity of his choice, in return for publishing unreleased
               college and passport applications before the 2012 election. On 27 April 2011, the
               White House released copies of Obama’s long-form birth certificate on the White House
               website. A Cable News Network (CNN) poll conducted in July and August 2010, before
               the release of the birth certificate, suggested that approximately 25 percent of American
               adults doubted Obama’s citizenship. A subsequent Gallup poll reported by CNN after
               the release of the birth certificate found that only 13 percent of all adults, but
               23 percent of self-identified members of the Republican Party, continued to doubt that Obama was born in the United States. See also TEA PARTY.
            

            
         

         
         	BLACK ELK ENERGY CO

         
         	BLACK ELK ENERGY CO.

         
         	
            A privately held oil and gas company headquartered in Houston, Texas, and founded
               in 2007. The company has interests in more than 850 offshore oil wells, principally
               in the Gulf of Mexico. A fire and explosion broke out on one of the company’s oil
               rigs off the coast of Louisiana on 16 November 2012, killing three employees. Although
               the 2012 explosion resulted in only a minimal amount of oil being spilled into the
               ocean, its occurrence so close in time to the major Deepwater Horizon oil spill served as a public reminder of the potential environmental dangers associated with oil drilling. President Obama has used explosions on oil
               rigs in the Gulf of Mexico as evidence of the need to invest in and develop alternative
               renewable energy sources.
            

            
            One year after the Black Elk Energy explosion, the U.S. attorney’s office filed criminal
               charges against the company, which included three counts of involuntary manslaughter,
               eight counts of failing to follow proper safety practices under the Outer Continental
               Shelf Lands Act, and one count of violating the Clean Water Act. Due to the explosion
               incident, Black Elk reported that it had spent millions of dollars in reparations
               and that these expenses caused the company to file for bankruptcy in 2015. The Chapter
               11 bankruptcy was completed in July 2016. See also BRITISH PETROLEUM (BP); ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA); GREEN-COLLAR JOBS; GULF OIL RIG EXPLOSIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	BLACK LIVES MATTER

         
         	
            A grassroots movement started during Barack Obama’s first term that campaigns against
               systemic racism and violence against African Americans in the United States. The Black
               Lives Matter (BLM) movement was born using the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter following
               the acquittal of George Zimmerman in 2013 for the shooting of Trayvon Martin in Sanford,
               Florida. Martin, a young black man, was unarmed when he was confronted by Zimmerman,
               who felt that the teen was behaving suspiciously. BLM did not become a nationally
               recognized movement until it organized demonstrations following the killing of two
               African American men by police in 2014. BLM is working to (re)build the black liberation
               movement. The movement seeks to broaden the conversation and increase awareness about
               the different ways in which the black community is intentionally left powerless and
               subject to a disproportionate amount of state violence. See also POLICE SHOOTINGS.
            

            
            
               A Black Lives Matter rally, protesting a recent shooting of a black man by police
                     officers.
                  

               

            

         

         
         	BLAGOJEVICH, ROD (10 DECEMBER 1956–)

         
         	
            The 40th governor of Illinois served from 2003 to 2009, when he was impeached and
               removed from office. Blagojevich was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, and received a B.A. from Northwestern University and a J.D. from Pepperdine University.
               He served in the Illinois House of Representatives from 1992 until 1996 and then won
               a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives from Illinois’s 5th congressional district,
               serving in this capacity until 2002. After three terms in the U.S. House, Blagojevich
               successfully ran for governor of Illinois in 2002 and won reelection in 2006.
            

            
            In April 2009, Blagojevich was indicted on corruption charges by a federal prosecutor,
               most notably after soliciting bribes to fill the U.S. Senate seat left vacant by Barack
               Obama, who was elected president in 2008. In 2009, the Illinois House voted nearly
               unanimously to impeach or accuse Blagojevich of political malfeasance. Subsequently,
               impeachment hearings were held in the Illinois state senate, which Blagojevich did
               not attend. Instead, he chose to make a well-publicized round of appearances on daytime
               television talk shows to defend his innocence. The state senate unanimously voted him out of office and
               banned him from ever holding political office in the state of Illinois. In subsequent
               judicial proceedings, he was indicated on 16 felony counts and pleaded not guilty
               to all of them. He was found culpable but appealed. In the appellate proceedings,
               Blagojevich was again found guilty and was sentenced to 14 years in prison. He started
               his sentence in March 2012.
            

            
            In 2002, state senator Barack Obama initially supported Roland Burris in the Illinois governor’s race but switched to support Blagojevich at the behest
               of Burris after the latter was defeated in the Democratic Party primary. After the governor’s race in 2002, Obama would then have little contact
               with Blagojevich until late in 2008. Once Obama was elected president, he began communications
               with Governor Blagojevich about the process of choosing his successor in the U.S.
               Senate. Reports indicate that Obama preferred Valerie Jarrett to replace him, and he made this recommendation known to the governor, promising
               him “nothing but gratitude” in return for the appointment. It was tape recordings
               of Blagojevich insisting that he get something for the appointment that, in part,
               led to his impeachment. In the midst of impeachment and legal challenges, Blagojevich
               chose his former Democratic Party rival for the governor’s office, Roland Burris,
               to fill the vacancy. Jarrett, for her part, would later become a senior adviser to
               the Obama White House. President-Elect Obama would eventually call for Blagojevich
               to resign on 10 December 2008, and the future president was cleared by the Federal
               Bureau of Investigation of any involvement in Blagojevich’s corrupt activities on
               11 December 2008.
            

            
            After serving more than a year in prison, Blagojevich’s attorneys filed an appeal
               with the U.S. Court of Appeals challenging his conviction and the length of his prison
               term. The three-judge panel heard arguments and unanimously overturned five corruption
               changes, leaving all other convictions intact. The Court of Appeals remanded to the
               district court for resentencing. Unhappy with the outcome of the appeal, Blagojevich
               petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court but was denied a writ of certiorari. Blagojevich’s resentencing took place in August
               2016, receiving the same fourteen-year sentence. He is eligible for release in 2024.
               As a last hope, Blagojevich petitioned President Obama for a commutation of his prison term late in December 2016. No action was ever taken by the Obama administration.
            

            
         

         
         	BLAIR, TONY (6 MAY 1953–)

         
         	
            The former prime minister of the United Kingdom, from 1997 until 2007, Blair was labeled
               “First Friend” by President Obama early in 2009. He was born in Edinburgh, Scotland,
               and attended Oxford University, where he received a B.A. in jurisprudence. Shortly
               after graduating, Blair joined the British Labour Party and was selected as the party’s
               candidate to fill a vacant seat in Parliament for the Beaconsfield constituency, but
               he lost. In 1983, Blair was elected as a member of Parliament for Sedgefield and quickly
               rose through the ranks of his party and became the prime minister of the United Kingdom
               on 2 May 1997 after parliamentary elections resulted in a Labour Party majority in
               the House of Commons. He was reelected in 2001 and 2005, and his 11 years as prime
               minister make him the longest-serving Labour Party leader in the country’s history.
               After the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States, Blair stated that
               “America has no truer friend than Great Britain.”
            

            
            
               Former British prime minister and Obama friend Tony Blair.

               

            

            It was not clear, however, that Obama would receive Blair warmly because the former
               prime minister maintained a close personal and professional relationship with former
               U.S. president George W. Bush. Indeed, it was Blair’s close alliance with the Bush administration that led to his
               downfall. Blair was a staunch supporter of the invasion of Iraq in 2003. When weapons
               of mass destruction were not found in Iraq, Blair’s domestic popularity dropped dramatically
               as well as the fortunes of his political party. Most specifically, Blair was accused
               of misleading Parliament regarding British involvement in the Iraq War. Bowing to public pressure, he resigned as prime minister on 24 June 2007. After
               his resignation, it was revealed that Blair had advised President Barack Obama on
               his 2008 presidential election campaign. The meeting between the two world leaders, early in 2009, was somewhat
               controversial because the new American president met with Blair before first meeting
               with his successor, Prime Minister Gordon Brown.
            

            
         

         
         	BLANK, REBECCA (9 SEPTEMBER 1955–)

         
         	
            Dr. Blank twice served as the acting secretary of commerce in the Obama administration.
               The Department of Commerce is charged with promoting trade and American business interests.
               Blank attended the University of Minnesota and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
               where she received B.A. and Ph.D. degrees in economics. She later taught economics
               at Northwestern University, Princeton University, and the Massachusetts Institute
               of Technology. Dr. Blank’s appointments are indicative of President Obama’s attempt
               to tap the most competent and intelligent people for major cabinet posts.
            

            
            From 1997 to 1999, Blank was a member of President Bill Clinton’s Council of Economic Advisers (CEA). The CEA is part of the Executive Office of
               the President, which employs highly trained technical advisers to the president. Blank
               joined the Commerce Department in June 2009 as then-secretary Gary Locke’s principal
               economic adviser in her role as   undersecretary for economic affairs   and head of
               the   Economics and Statistics Administration (ESA). When serving at the ESA, she
               played a major role in overseeing the Census Bureau and the Bureau of  Economic Analysis
               during the country’s 2010 decennial census. In 2013, Blank left the Obama administration
               to become chancellor of the University of Wisconsin–Madison. See also WOMEN.
            

            
         

         
         	BOEHNER, JOHN (17 NOVEMBER 1949–)

         
         	
            A Republican member of the United States House of Representatives from Ohio, Boehner
               was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives for the 112th Congress (2011–13), the 113th Congress (2013–15), and the 114th Congress (2015–16). Boehner was born in Reading, Ohio, and is the second of 12 children. He
               attended Xavier University, working his way through school over seven years, earning
               a B.A. in business administration in 1977. He won a seat in the Ohio state house of
               representatives in 1985 and served until 1990, when he successfully ran for a seat
               in the U.S. House of Representatives from Ohio’s 8th congressional district, defeating
               Republican incumbent Buz Lukens in a party primary before winning the general election.
               He was an Ohio representative from 1991 until 2015.
            

            
            Boehner played an influential role in drafting and adopting the Republican Party “Contract with America,” a set of policy promises signed by all Republican incumbents
               and candidates running in elections for the House of Representatives in the 1994 election
               cycle. The election resulted in a significant swing in public support to the Republican
               Party and caused the party to gain a majority of the seats in the House for the first
               time in 40 years. After establishing the GOP as the majority party, Boehner served
               as the House Republican Conference chairman from 1995 to 1999, a position that made
               him the fourth-ranking Republican in the House. On 2 February 2006, he was elected
               by his Republican colleagues in the House to serve as House majority leader.
            

            
            The Republicans lost majority control of the House after the November 2006 elections,
               but the party did not blame Boehner and chose him as minority party leader for the
               110th (2007–09) and 111th Congresses (2009–11). After  Republicans won back majority
               control of the lower chamber in the midterm elections of 2010, Boehner was elected Speaker of the House for the 112th Congress (2011–13). In the
               2012  elections  , the Republican Party lost seats in the House but maintained a majority, and Boehner
               was reelected by a slim margin to stay on as Speaker for the 113th Congress. The results
               of the 2014 elections kept the Republicans in the majority in the House. Once again
               Boehner was reelected by a narrow margin to remain as Speaker. However, because of
               his inability to create unity within his party, Boehner announced that he would step
               down as Speaker on 25 September 2015. Boehner was replaced by  Paul Ryan   on 29 October 2015 and officially resigned from Congress two days later. 
            

            
            As Speaker, Boehner was critical of President Barack Obama on several key issues,
               but most obviously on measures intended to address the country’s budget deficit and
               spiraling  national debt. Where Obama favored a mixed approach of budget cuts and tax increases, Boehner and
               his Republican colleagues were unwilling to support any increase in  taxes. The impasse over new revenues caused the government to actually shut down, and there
               was a near constant threat that the government would default on its debt obligations
               while Boehner was Speaker. With each self-imposed crisis, Boehner famously devised
               plans to postpone negative consequences by supporting stopgap measures that were subsequently
               signed by President Obama. These strategies are what led to the  sequester, or significant cuts in spending during calendar year 2013. Some of the debates between
               President Obama and Boehner became heated, and the president called Boehner out by
               name in speeches, labeling him “elitist.” The accusation does not fit Boehner’s upbringing
               in a relatively poor family. 
            

            
         

         
         	BOOTS ON THE GROUND

         
         	
            An informal phrase meaning that American forces have been deployed to a foreign country.
               The term was later redefined to indicate that soldiers have been assigned a combat
               mission beyond the originally intended role. The language became hotly debated in
               November 2015 when President Obama had gone back on a promise not to put “boots on
               the ground” in Syria. In 2013, President Obama made a promise to the American public that he would not
               put “boots on the ground” in Syria. However, the U.S. military was sent to Syria in
               2015. When asked for clarification by journalist Lester Holt, President Obama redefined
               the phrase as “not putting U.S. troops on the frontlines [in] firefights with ISIL,” the terrorist organization that was occupying parts of Syrian territory.
            

            
         

         
         	BRENNAN, JOHN O. (22 SEPTEMBER 1955–)

         
         	
            The director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and former deputy national security
               adviser to President Barack Obama. Brennan was born in North Bergen, New Jersey, and
               received a B.A. from Fordham University in the Bronx, New York, and an M.A. in government,
               with a focus in Middle Eastern studies, from the University of Texas in 1980. He spent
               the next 25 years of his life working for the nation’s leading espionage organization,
               the CIA.
            

            
            In late 2008, after Obama had been elected president, Brennan was considered a front-runner
               to become the director of the CIA, but he withdrew his name from consideration after
               controversy surfaced regarding his support of torture as a member of the CIA in the George W. Bush administration. Instead, he was appointed deputy national security adviser. In April
               2012, Brennan became the first official in the Obama administration to publicly acknowledge
               CIA   drone attacks in Middle Eastern countries. Then, when President Obama was elected to a
               second term, he nominated Brennan on 7 January 2013 to become the director of the
               Central Intelligence Agency. The Senate did not hold confirmation hearings right away,
               and on 6 March 2013, Senator Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) delayed Brennan’s confirmation
               vote by filibustering for over 13 hours. Senator Paul’s objection to the Brennan nomination
               centered on the Obama administration’s use of combat drones and not Brennan’s qualifications
               for the position as director. Brennan was confirmed by the Senate the next day and
               sworn in on 8 March, serving in the post until the end of Obama’s term.
            

            
         

         
         	BREXIT

         
         	
            A referendum held in the United Kingdom on 23 June 2016 to determine if the country
               would withdraw from the European Union (EU). Results from the referendum indicated
               that 52 percent of British citizens were in favor of leaving the EU. With passage
               of the referendum, the country invoked Article 50 of the treaty of the EU, beginning
               withdrawal from the union in March 2017 with complete separation expected by March
               2019.
            

            
            
               Front pages of British newspapers following the EU referendum, with Britain voting
                     to leave the EU.
                  

               

            

             Prior to the referendum, President Obama warned the British voters that if they voted
               against staying in the EU, the United Kingdom would find itself “at the back of the
               queue” for trade deals with the United States. However, his tone changed slightly
               the day after the referendum, stating that the vote would not change the “special
               relationship” between the two countries and that the “financial teams will remain
               in close contact as we stay focused on ensuring economic growth and financial stability.”
            

            
         

         
         	BREYER, STEPHEN G. (15 AUGUST 1938–)

         
         	
            A United States Supreme Court justice who has served on the Court since 1994 and is part of the more progressive
               wing of the Court that has supported the policy positions of President Barack Obama.
               Breyer was born in San Francisco, California, and received a B.A. in philosophy from
               Stanford University, a B.A. from Magdalen College at Oxford University, and a J.D.
               from Harvard Law School. Breyer began his legal career as a law clerk to Supreme Court Associate Justice
               Arthur Goldberg in 1964. He was a special assistant to the assistant attorney general
               in the U.S. Justice Department from 1965 to 1967 and was a professor at Harvard University
               beginning in 1967. He is a renowned scholar of administrative law, and his 2005 book
               Active Liberty attempts to lay out his views on legal theory, which suggests an important role for
               popular participation in governmental decision making.
            

            
            In 1980, Jimmy Carter successfully nominated Breyer to be a judge on the First Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals,
               and he served as chief judge on the federal appellate court from 1990 to 1994. Breyer
               was initially considered for nomination to the Supreme Court in 1993 by President
               Bill Clinton to replace Byron White, but the president chose Ruth Bader Ginsburg instead. Then, in 1994 following the retirement of Harry Blackmun, Clinton chose
               Breyer for the Court. Breyer’s judicial philosophy is rooted in pragmatism; he believes
               judges should interpret legal provisions in the framework of the text of the law and
               consider the consequences of how specific rulings will fit those purposes. In June
               2012, Justice Breyer voted to uphold President Obama’s health-care law in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius. See also BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY; CITIZENS UNITED V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION.
            

            
         

         
         	BRITISH PETROLEUM (BP)

         
         	
            An oil and gas company headquartered in London that was responsible for a massive
               oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. On 20 April 2010, an oil rig drilling for
               BP, called Deepwater Horizon, located about 60 kilometers (40 miles) off the Louisiana coast, caught fire and
               exploded, killing 11 people and causing a massive oil spill. On 22 May 2010, President
               Barack Obama announced the formation of a national commission on the oil spill, and
               on 27 May, the president announced a six-month moratorium on new deepwater oil-drilling
               permits. BP announced on 19 September that the hole in the underwater pipe had been
               sealed and the spill had effectively been stopped; an estimated five million barrels
               of oil had spilled into the Gulf of Mexico. BP later agreed to pay more than $4.5
               billion in fines and penalties to the federal government. The oil spill was used by
               advocates of alternative renewable energy sources to pressure the Obama administration
               to do more to relieve the country’s dependence on fossil fuels for power generation.
               See also BLACK ELK ENERGY CO; GULF OIL RIG EXPLOSIONS; GULF OIL SPILL.
            

            
         

         
         	BROWN, GORDON (20 FEBRUARY 1951–)

         
         	
            The former prime minister of the United Kingdom from 2007 until 2010, overlapping
               the beginning of the Barack Obama presidency. Brown was born in Giffnock, Renfrewshire,
               Scotland, and was educated at a Kirkcaldy West Primary School in a special program
               for gifted children. He attended college at the University of Edinburgh and 10 years
               later in 1972 graduated with both an M.A. and a Ph.D. in history. Brown taught politics
               at Glasgow College of Technology from 1976 to 1980 and later became a journalist for
               Scottish Television.
            

            
            
               British prime minister Gordon Brown at a 2007 press conference after meeting with
                     the chancellor of Germany.
                  

               

            

            Brown was elected as a Labour Party member of Parliament (MP) for the  Dunfermline
               East constituency  in the 1983 British elections. He served alongside Tony Blair in Parliament and was by some accounts considered a rival of Blair for the party
               leadership vacancy that occurred with the death of John Smith in 1994. However, Brown
               did not challenge Blair, and Blair became the uncontested Labour Party leader. After
               Tony Blair became unpopular with British voters due to his support for the Iraq War and his close ties with U.S. president George W. Bush, he stepped down as party leader in 2007. Brown was named prime minister of the Labour
               Party, a post he held until 2010, when the Labour Party lost its ruling majority in
               the House of Commons in parliamentary elections. Brown continued to serve, however,
               as an MP. President Obama has praised Brown’s efforts in combating the global financial
               crisis from 2008 to 2010. See also BREXIT; GREAT RECESSION.
            

            
         

         
         	BUFFETT, WARREN (30 AUGUST 1930–)

         
         	
            Among the richest individuals in the world, Buffett has been the subject of multiple
               tax and economic debates during the presidency of Barack Obama. Known as the “Oracle
               of Omaha,” Buffett was born in Omaha, Nebraska, and earned a B.A. in business administration
               from the University of Nebraska in 1950. In addition, he earned an M.S. from Columbia
               Business School in 1951. Since 1970, he has been the chair of Berkshire Hathaway,
               a multinational conglomerate holding company, and is seen as one of the most successful
               investors of the 20th and early 21st centuries. He was rated the world’s richest person
               in 2008 and the third-richest person in the world in 2011. In 2017, Buffett’s net
               worth is believed to have exceeded $73 billion.
            

            
            During the 2008 presidential campaign, Buffett advised candidate Obama on financial
               matters related to the Great Recession. In 2010, President Obama awarded Buffett the Medal of Freedom, the country’s highest
               civilian honor. The rules for the honor suggest that the medal is awarded to individuals
               for “especially meritorious contribution to (1) the security or national interests
               of the United States, or (2) world peace, or (3) cultural or other significant public
               or private endeavors.” It is the third criterion that Obama used to justify the award
               for Buffett, who had pledged to donate about $40 billion of his personal wealth to
               charity. See also BUFFETT RULE.
            

            
         

         
         	BUFFETT RULE

         
         	
            In January 2011, at the annual State of the Union address, President Barack Obama proposed a new tax plan called the “Buffett Rule.” This proposal
               came about after Warren Buffett publicly declared that wealthy individuals should not pay less in taxes than the
               middle class. The Buffett Rule would apply a minimum 30 percent tax on individuals
               who earn at least $1 million annually. The White House press secretary throughout
               the 2012 budget negotiations, aimed at preventing a fiscal cliff, made the impassioned argument that the richest Americans should not be allowed to
               pay an effective tax rate that is lower than that paid by middle-class Americans,
               in effect arguing for the Buffett Rule.
            

            
         

         
         	BUNDY, CLIVEN, STANDOFF

         
         	
            An armed standoff in March and April of 2014 occurred between supporters of Cliven
               Bundy and federal law enforcement following a judicial ruling in a 20-year legal dispute
               between the United States Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and western ranchers. Specifically,
               the ruling of the court mandated that Bundy pay the federal government $1 million
               in suspended grazing fees for allowing his cattle to graze on federal land. In response
               to Bundy’s refusal to pay the fees, the BLM closed the federal land in an attempt
               to capture, impound, and remove the trespassing cattle. During the roundup, Bundy,
               his two sons, members of the White Mountain Militia, and various other supporters
               confronted the BLM agents and prevented the removal of any more cattle. After a nearly
               two-week standoff between Bundy, his supporters, and the BLM, the bureau suspended
               the collection in an effort to deescalate the situation. In February 2016, Bundy,
               his two sons, and other participants were arrested by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
               and charged with 16 federal felonies.
            

            
             On 29 December 2016, President Obama declared the land, which Bundy’s cattle were
               illegally grazing on, part of two new national monuments. This further infuriated
               the ranchers who had been accustomed to using the land as their own for many decades.
               During the tense public debate, the irony of white ranchers complaining that the government
               was taking “their land” was not lost on Native American groups who had previously
               lived and hunted on the land for centuries. The move by the Obama administration preserved
               petroglyphs, archeological sites, and otherwise sacred Native American lands, and
               the land is now referred to as Bears Ears National Monument.
            

            
         

         
         	BURMA

         
         	
            See MYANMAR.
            

            
         

         
         	BURRIS, ROLAND (3 AUGUST 1937–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic U.S. senator from Illinois who was appointed to fill the vacant Senate seat held
               by Barack Obama after he left the chamber to serve as president. The appointment was
               made by Illinois governor Rod Blagojevich who was struggling with legal and political accusations that he was trying to gain
               compensation from anyone who would receive the nomination. Born in Centralia, Illinois,
               Burris attended Southern Illinois University–Carbondale and earned a B.A. in political
               science in 1959. He then went on to study at Howard University School of Law, graduating
               in 1963. After law school, Burris became the national bank examiner for the U.S. Treasury
               Department. He was appointed by Illinois governor   Daniel Walker   as the state director
               of the Department of Central   Management Services and was subsequently selected for
               the position of vice chairman of the Democratic National Committee after the 1980
               election of Republican president Ronald Reagan. In addition, Burris served as the Illinois state attorney
               general, an elected statewide office, from 1991 to 1995. He ran unsuccessfully for
               governor of Illinois in 2002, losing to Blagojevich. In this failed effort he was
               supported by then–state senator Barack Obama.
            

            
            Amid a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) exploration into corruption by Illinois
               governor Blagojevich, Burris suggested himself as a possible Senate candidate, stating
               he would not run for reelection if he were appointed. On 30 December 2008, Blagojevich
               announced he would be appointing Burris to the Senate seat; however, Illinois secretary
               of state Jesse White refused to sign his Senate certification form with the FBI investigation
               still ongoing, which made him ineligible. After considerable political wrangling,
               Burris was eventually sworn in by Vice President Joe Biden on 15 January 2009. While Blagojevich was eventually convicted of soliciting bribes
               in exchange for an appointment to the Senate, Burris was never charged with any criminal
               activity. Burris served in the Senate until 2010 when he was replaced by his elected
               successor, Republican Mark Kirk.
            

            
         

         
         	BURWELL, SYLVIA MATHEWS (23 JUNE 1965–)

         
         	
            The 22nd secretary of health and human services (HHS) and former director of the Obama
               administration’s White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Born and raised
               in West Virginia, Burwell received an A.B. from Harvard University and a B.A. from
               Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. In 1992 she worked for Bill Clinton’s presidential campaign. After Clinton won the presidency, Burwell served in his
               administration as the deputy director of the office of the OMB, deputy chief of staff
               to the president, chief of staff to the secretary of the treasury, and the staff director
               of the National Economic Council. Prior to working for President Obama, Burwell served
               as the president of the Global Development Program for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
               and president of the Walmart Foundation.
            

            
             In March 2013, President Obama nominated Burwell to be the director of the OMB. On
               23 April 2013 she was confirmed by the Senate in a unanimous vote. Six months after
               being confirmed, Burwell was tasked with closing government offices due to the failure
               of Congress to pass a budget, thus implementing the government shutdown. Less than a year into her position as director, on 11 April 2014, Obama once again
               nominated her, this time to replace Kathleen Sebelius as the HHS secretary. She was confirmed by the Senate on 5 June 2013 and sworn in
               as secretary four days later. As the acting secretary of HHS, Burwell was named the
               defendant when Hobby Lobby sued the national government in response to provisions
               included in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby. See also OBAMACARE.
            

            
         

         
         	BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY

         
         	
            A 2014 Supreme Court case where an arts and crafts retailer, Hobby Lobby, sued the Department of Health
               and Human Services over a mandate in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act that required employers to offer insurance plans that access to certain contraceptive
               measures for women employees. The case brought by Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood Specialties argued
               that privately held corporations with deeply religious owners should not be required
               to pay for insurance plans that cover the cost of birth control for their employees
               because it violates the owners’ religious beliefs. The case was argued on 25 March
               2014, with the opinion of the court being delivered on 30 June 2014. Justice Samuel Alito wrote the majority opinion of the court, striking down the contraceptive mandate.
               The majority opinion of the court ruled that closely held for-profit corporations
               were exempt from the mandate because it was not the “least restrictive” method of
               implementing the government’s interest. The successful legal challenge was seen as
               a setback for the Obama administration, which was attempting to establish national
               standards for access and the affordability of health care for all Americans. See also OBAMACARE.
            

            
         

         
         	BUSH, GEORGE W. (6 JULY 1946–)

         
         	
            The 43rd president of the United States, George W. Bush served for eight years, from
               the beginning of 2001 until the beginning of 2009. Bush was the president of the United
               States prior to Barack Obama taking the position. The son of a former president, he
               was born in New Haven, Connecticut, but raised in Texas. His grandfather Prescott
               Bush was a U.S. senator from Connecticut from 1952 until 1963. His father, George
               H. W. Bush, served one term as president from 1989 to 1993 after serving eight years
               as Ronald Reagan’s vice president. George W. Bush’s brother, Jeb, was the governor
               of Florida from 1999 until 2007. Bush attended Yale University, graduating with a
               B.A. in 1968. He served in the Texas National Guard after college until 1974 and then
               continued his education at Harvard Business School, earning an M.A. in business administration.
               Upon graduation, he was employed in the oil exploration business.
            

            
            
               President George W. Bush at a welcoming ceremony in Israel on 9 January 2008.

               

            

            In 1978, Bush ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives against incumbent
               Democrat Kent Hance but narrowly lost the election. Hance switched to the Republican Party in 1985. After the disappointing election result, George W. Bush returned to work
               in the oil industry and became an entrepreneur, starting an independent oil exploration
               company called Bush Exploration, which would eventually merge with a company called
               Spectrum. Bush served as chair of the new enterprise. The conglomerate eventually
               folded, and Bush moved his family to Washington, D.C., in 1988 to work on his father’s
               successful presidential campaign as an adviser and media liaison. Bush then returned
               to Texas and bought a share of the Texas Rangers baseball franchise, serving as managing
               general partner for five years before selling his stake in the team. In December 1991,
               Bush was chosen to help run his father’s 1992 reelection campaign, which proved unsuccessful.
            

            
            In 1994, Bush decided to run for governor of Texas, defeating incumbent Democratic governor Ann Richards in the general election. As governor, Bush pushed through Texas’s
               largest tax cut, totaling $2 billion, during a time when the state was experiencing
               a budget surplus. In 1998, he was reelected with 69 percent of the statewide vote.
               One year after his reelection, Bush announced that he would run for president of the
               United States in the 2000 election. After winning the Republican nomination, he faced
               sitting vice president Al Gore (D-Tennessee) in the general election. Gore had served
               as vice president to Bill Clinton from 1993 until 2001. The 2000 election produced one of the biggest electoral controversies
               in U.S. history. Because the Electoral College vote was so close, a victory in Florida
               by either candidate would give him the requisite 270 Electoral College votes necessary
               to win the presidential election. Despite Bush initially winning the election night
               vote count in Florida by 1,784 votes, the vote was so close that a recount was mandated
               by state law. During the recount, news reports changed often in regard to which candidate
               had actually received the most popular votes in Florida.
            

            
            In the end, the Supreme Court eventually heard the case Bush v. Gore, which stopped all recounts at a time when Bush had a very narrow lead. Consequently,
               Bush was declared the winner of the 25 state Electoral College votes and the presidency.
               The final certified vote count had Bush ahead of Gore by less than 600 votes out of
               almost six million votes cast. In addition, there were several voting irregularities
               reported in Florida. In one instance, it was learned that Governor Jeb Bush from Florida
               had purged the voter registration records of individuals who had not voted in recent
               elections. Although this was not an illegal activity, it was an enforcement action
               that was somewhat out of the ordinary. Analysts believe that among the purged voters
               was an overrepresentation of working-class poor Floridians who may have been more
               inclined to support the Democratic Party candidate Al Gore for president.
            

            
             Bush’s first term in office was marked by the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks,
               which led to the subsequent War on Terror, encompassing the Afghanistan and Iraq Wars. Both wars were ongoing when Barack Obama took over as president. Consistent with
               his policies as governor of Texas, Bush championed lower income taxes, a policy that disproportionately benefitted wealthy Americans. Bush was reelected
               in 2004 with strong public support for his tax cuts and for his unwavering efforts
               to fight terrorism using all military means at his disposal. Bush’s popularity began
               to wane, however, and by 2006 the country became war weary and the budget surpluses
               that Bush had inherited from President Bill Clinton had turned into significant budget
               deficits. Consequently, Democrats took over majority control of both chambers of Congress
               after the 2006 midterm legislative elections.
            

            
            In the ensuing two years, leading up to the 2008 presidential election, Bush’s popularity continued a downward spiral when the country’s economy faltered
               leading to the Great Recession of 2007–09. After Bush’s two terms in office ended in January of 2009, Barack Obama
               became president of the United States. It has been argued that Bush’s popularity had
               sunk so low that whichever Democratic Party candidate won the party’s nomination in
               2008 would become the next president. See also CHENEY, DICK (30 JANUARY 1941–).
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         	CAMBODIA

         
         	
            Cambodia is located in Southeast Asia between Thailand, Vietnam, and Laos, bordering
               the Gulf of Thailand. The country’s official name is the Kingdom of Cambodia, and
               it is made up of 23 provinces and one municipality, with the capital located at Phnom
               Penh. On 19 November 2012, President Obama made history as the first U.S. head of
               state to visit Cambodia, a communist country whose citizens endured extensive human
               rights abuse perpetrated by political leaders in the late 1970s.
            

            
            During a private meeting with Prime Minister Hun Sen, Obama pressed for the release
               of political prisoners in Cambodia, an end to private land seizures, and free and
               fair elections. Although Hun Sen defended the policies of his government, he did announce
               his strong commitment to a closer relationship with the United States and doing what
               was necessary to make that happen. During his time in the region, Obama also visited
               Myanmar, another country that has in recent times experienced the brutality of dictatorial
               rule.
            

            
             Many human rights groups feared that because the U.S. president objected to Cambodia’s
               human rights policies in private, not publicly, the Cambodian government would censor
               the release of the private conversations and use Obama’s visit to justify and legitimize
               its policies. The White House, for its part, tried to make clear that the president
               would not have visited Cambodia if it were not for the regional summit meeting the
               United States was attending. In 2013, several calls were made by members of Congress
               to cut off aid to Cambodia over claims that the Cambodian elections held on 28 July
               2013 were illegitimate. To date, no action has been taken to adjust the level of aid
               the United States has pledged to Cambodia as a result of the election.
            

            
            In March 2015, Michelle Obama also made history as the first First Lady to visit the country. The visit to Cambodia
               was part of a five-day trip to Asian countries in an effort to promote her “Let Girls
               Learn” global education initiative. This visit was met with harsh criticism from Cambodian
               prime minister Hun Sen, who remarked that the First Lady was “playing around” and
               using hopeful rhetoric about making improvements to girls’ education, stating that
               if she truly seeks improvement to Cambodian education reform, the U.S. government
               should provide scholarships. See also FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC.
            

            
         

         
         	CANTOR, ERIC (6 JUNE 1963–)

         
         	
            A Republican member of the U.S. House of Representatives beginning in 2001, and the majority leader
               of the lower chamber in the 112th and 113th Congresses (2011–15). Cantor figured prominently in the congressional gridlock between the legislative branch and President Barack Obama over tax and fiscal policy,
               which occurred when the Republican Party took majority control of the lower chamber from the Democratic Party midway through Obama’s first term in office. Cantor was born in Richmond, Virginia,
               and attended George Washington University and William & Mary Law School, graduating
               with B.A. and J.D. degrees. He then attended Columbia University, where he earned an M.A. in 1989. After completing his education, Cantor worked as
               a lawyer for his family’s real estate development firm.
            

            
            Cantor entered politics in 1992 and won a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates,
               serving in the state legislature until early 2001. He was elected to the U.S. House
               of Representatives in late 2000 and won reelection to six contiguous two-year terms.
               He was named House Republican minority whip in 2008, and in 2011 he assumed the position
               of majority leader. Cantor represents the conservative view that the government should
               not raise taxes under any circumstances, and this view explains the standoff with the Obama administration
               that led to the sequester for across-the-board budget cuts in 2013. Cantor was also a vocal critic of President
               Obama’s health-care reform legislation and orchestrated numerous votes in the House
               of Representatives in an effort to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. In his 2014 reelection bid, Cantor lost in the Republican Party primary to economics
               professor Dave Brat. Due to the embarrassing loss in the primary, Cantor resigned
               from his position as House majority leader and resigned from Congress on 18 August
               2014. Following his resignation, Cantor accepted a position as vice chairman of the
               Moelis & Company investment bank.
            

            
         

         
         	CAPITOL BUILDING RESTORATION

         
         	
            The U.S. Capitol building is home to the U.S. Congress, located on Capitol Hill at
               the eastern end of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The Capitol was an active
               construction site during the last two years of the Barack Obama administration. The
               original building was completed in 1800 and has been expanded throughout U.S. history,
               in particular when new members were added to the legislature throughout the 19th and
               mid-20th centuries.
            

            
            
               Capitol dome encased in scaffolding for restoration. Photo taken by Rebecca Pomante.

               

            

            The latest renovations began in 2014 and were largely focused on restoration of the
               Capital dome. This project was the first large-scale makeover of the Capitol building
               since 1959–60. During the restoration, cracks in the dome were repaired, making it
               watertight. Other projects included the restoration and replacement of cast iron and
               ornamentation, as well as repainting the exterior of the building. The project required
               scaffolding around the outside of the rotunda and dome until its completion for the
               2016 inauguration of Donald Trump.
            

            
         

         
         	CAR ALLOWANCE REBATE SYSTEM (CARS)

         
         	
            Popularly known as “Cash for Clunkers,” this federal automotive rebate program took
               place in 2009 with the support of the Barack Obama administration. The program was
               intended to create an economic stimulus by incentivizing citizens to replace older,
               less environmentally friendly automobiles with cleaner more fuel-efficient vehicles. The government provided
               individuals with a voucher that decreased the price of a new vehicle by $3,500 or
               $4,500 if they traded in an older vehicle that met specific program parameters. The
               specific eligibility requirements were as follows: (1) the trade-in vehicle had to
               be less than 25 years old and meet a fuel inefficiency standard of less than 18 miles
               to a gallon of gas, (2) the customer had to purchase or take a five-year lease on
               a new vehicle, (3) the trade-in vehicle must be in drivable condition, (4) the trade-in
               vehicle must have been registered and insured during the most recent calendar year,
               (5) the trade-in vehicle must be subsequently scrapped, and (6) the new car must not
               have a retail price of more than $45,000 with a fuel efficiency standard of at least
               22 miles per gallon of gas.
            

            
            CARS officially started on 1 July 2009, but processing of claims for the vouchers
               did not take place until 24 July. By 30 July, the original budget of $1 billion was
               exhausted. The wildly popular program exhausted available funds over three months
               ahead of schedule. Strong public support along with the lobbying efforts of the automobile
               manufacturing industry led Congress to appropriate an additional $2 billion for the
               program. The program, which ended on 25 August after the additional appropriations
               were exhausted, is believed in some measure to be responsible for the return to solvency
               of U.S. automakers during the Obama administration and for an end to the Great Recession, which began late in 2007. See also CHRYSLER; GENERAL MOTORS (GM).
            

            
         

         
         	CARNEY, JAMES (22 MAY 1965–)

         
         	
            The White House press secretary during the Barack Obama administration from 2011 to
               2014. James “Jay” Carney was born in Washington, D.C., and attended Yale University,
               graduating in 1987 with a B.A. in Russian and Eastern European studies. After graduation,
               Carney worked as a reporter at the Miami Herald. In 1989, he became Time magazine’s Miami bureau chief. After covering the collapse of the USSR for Time magazine, Carney moved to Washington, D.C., in 1993 to become a White House correspondent
               covering the Bill Clinton and then the George W.   Bush administrations. Carney was on Air Force One, the presidential jet, with President
               Bush during the 11 September terrorist attacks. In 2003, Carney became Time’s Washington bureau deputy chief until he was promoted to chief in 2005, where he
               remained until 2008. After Barack Obama won the presidential election in 2008, Carney
               went to work as the director of communications for Vice President Joe Biden.
            

            
            After Robert Gibbs announced in January 2011 that he would be stepping down as press secretary, Obama’s
               then chief of staff William Daley announced the appointment of Carney as the next press secretary on 27 January 2011.
               His first press briefing took place on 16 February 2011 and covered the topics Israel, Iran, Egypt, and ongoing budget negotiations with Congress. Because the president’s press secretary
               meets with journalists so frequently, Carney handled thousands of questions about
               Obama administration policies and also refused to answer thousands of journalists’
               questions. Some of the more sensitive matters that Carney discussed with the public
               included the terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, and matters related to the failed police effort, Operation Fast and Furious, which attempted to prevent illegal Mexican drug cartel activities.
            

            
            On 30 May 2014, President Obama accepted Carney’s resignation as White House press
               secretary. Following his departure as the press secretary, Jay Carney worked as a
               CNN senior political analyst from September 2014 to February 2015. Three months after
               leaving CNN, he accepted a position as senior vice president of worldwide corporate
               affairs for Amazon.com.
            

            
         

         
         	CARTER, ASHTON “ASH” (24 SEPTEMBER 1954–)

         
         	
            The 25th secretary of defense and the fourth to serve under President Barack Obama.
               Ash was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and earned his bachelor’s degree from
               Yale University in physics and medieval history, summa cum laude, in 1976. He later
               went on to study theoretical physics at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar, earning
               his doctorate in 1979. After completing his education, Carter became a physics instructor
               at Oxford, a research fellow at Rockefeller University and MIT, and eventually ended
               up at Harvard University in 1986, where he became a professor and director of the Center for Science
               and International Affairs. In 1993, Carter served as assistant secretary of defense
               for international security policy in the Department of Defense under President Bill Clinton. In 1996, Carter stepped down from his post.
            

            
             Shortly after President Obama took office, Carter began serving as the undersecretary
               of defense for acquisition, where he served until he was confirmed as the deputy secretary
               of defense. Carter was then nominated by President Obama on 2 August 2011 to replace
               outgoing deputy director of defense William J. Lynn III and received unanimous confirmation
               from the Senate on 23 September 2011. Carter served as deputy director from 6 October
               2011 until 3 December 2013. On 5 December 2014, President Obama nominated Carter to
               replace Chuck Hagel as secretary of defense. He was confirmed on 12 February 2015 by the Senate in a
               93–5 vote and sworn into office five days later. Carter served in this position until
               President Obama left office.
            

            
             Carter’s service in the Defense Department was often characterized by increasing
               the department’s “buying power,” or efforts to rein in spending. During his time in
               the Obama administration, Carter was involved in scrapping the F-35 program, which
               had been plagued with problems, including the suspension of all flights of the plane
               after a fire broke out in one of the jets during takeoff in 2014. Carter was instrumental
               in exporting the F-35s to Israel. As secretary of defense, he orchestrated the initial efforts to remove terrorist
               groups, such as ISIL and ISIS, operating in Iraq and Syria, and returning large swathes of territory in Iraq back to Iraqi government control.
            

            
         

         
         	CARTER, JIMMY (1 OCTOBER 1924–)

         
         	
            The 39th president of the United States, Carter occupied the White House from January
               1977 until January 1981. He has often supported President Obama’s initiatives, but
               he has been openly critical of the use of combat drones to fight terrorism and of keeping the Guantanamo Bay detention center open on the island of Cuba. Carter was born in Plains, Georgia,
               and attended Georgia Southwestern College and the Georgia Institute of Technology
               before receiving a B.S. degree from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.
               He later took graduate course work in reactor technology and nuclear physics at Union
               College in Schenectady, New York.
            

            
            
               President Jimmy Carter speaks at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, on 10 November
                     2008.
                  

               

            

            In 1961, Carter was elected to the Georgia state senate and served two two-year terms
               in office. During his time in state office, he was chair of the Education Committee.
               He decided not to run for a third term and returned home to run his family’s agriculture
               business, eventually returning to politics in 1970 with a successful bid to become
               governor of Georgia. From this platform he entered American presidential politics
               with a run for president in 1976. Initially, Carter was considered a long shot to
               receive the Democratic Party nomination. In early polling it was learned that only 2 percent of the American public
               recognized his name. But his status as a Washington outsider became a critical asset
               to his campaign in the wake of the Watergate scandal, which exposed the potential
               and real corruption in the nation’s capital.
            

            
            After winning the party primary contest and securing his party’s nomination, Carter
               defeated the incumbent Gerald Ford in the 1976 presidential contest. His primary campaign
               strategy focused on capturing the Iowa caucus, the first party popularity contest.
               This strategy was mimicked by Barack Obama in his 2008 campaign, which also used a
               win in Iowa to propel him to the Democratic Party nomination. Acting as a superdelegate
               to the 2008 Democratic National Convention, Carter endorsed Barack Obama in his campaign for president. In a curious move, Carter
               actually endorsed Republican Mitt Romney in the 2012 general election contest, stating that he did not actually support Romney, but he knew distancing himself
               from Barack Obama would strengthen the president’s bid for reelection in 2012.
            

            
            Carter’s time as president in the late 1970s was plagued by a major economic recession,
               inflation, and an energy crisis spurred by an Organization of Petroleum Exporting
               Countries (OPEC) embargo on the sale of crude oil to the United States. The OPEC embargo
               had profound foreign and domestic policy implications, and when the Carter administration
               failed to secure American hostages captured by Iranian revolutionaries in 1979, his presidential reelection bid was dealt a severe blow.
               He lost the 1980 presidential contest to the former governor of California Ronald
               Reagan.
            

            
            Throughout his time in the White House, Barack Obama had little formal contact with
               Carter, to the dismay of the former president. In one notable exception, Obama thanked
               Carter publicly for the work done by his grandson, who had a role in leaking the secretly
               recorded video of Mitt Romney’s infamous “47 percent” comments, where Obama’s Republican Party opponent in the 2012 presidential election made the offhanded claim that 47 percent
               of Americans depend on government assistance and consequently could not be expected
               to support Romney’s campaign. In August 2015, former president Carter was diagnosed
               with melanoma, a cancer found in his brain and liver. Carter was treated by Emory
               Healthcare of Atlanta and announced that he no longer showed signs of cancer four
               months later. At the presidential inauguration of Donald Trump, Carter became the oldest president ever to attend an inauguration, at 92.
            

            
         

         
         	CASTRO, FIDEL (13 AUGUST 1926—25 NOVEMBER 2016)

         
         	
            A Cuban revolutionary who rose to power to govern Cuba from 1959 to 2008. Castro was born and raised in Cuba and studied law at the University
               of Havana. In 1953, he launched a failed attack to overthrow Cuban president Fulgencio
               Batista. After serving a year in jail, he traveled to Mexico and formed a revolutionary
               group with his brother Raúl. Returning to Cuba, Castro and his revolution were successful
               in the overthrow of Batista in 1959. Following the overthrow, Castro assumed military
               power and took over as the prime minister of Cuba. He served as prime minister until
               1976, when he began serving as president. During his rule, Cuba became a one-party
               socialist state, nationalizing industries and businesses.
            

            
             Throughout his time in office, Castro’s relationship with the United States was rocky
               at best. In 1961, the U.S. government tried to assassinate him in what is known as
               the Bay of Pigs Invasion. And then in 1962 Castro worked with the Soviet Union to
               place nuclear weapons in Cuba, sparking the Cuban missile crisis. Castro’s health
               started to deteriorate in 2006; he stepped down shortly after President Obama took
               office in 2008; and near the end of President Obama’s term on 25 November 2016, Castro
               passed away. After his passing, President Obama offered condolences and noted that
               the Cuban people have a friend and partner in the United States.
            

            
             Fidel Castro was replaced in office by his brother Raúl. It was the new leader of
               Cuba that worked closely with the Obama administration to normalize relations between
               the two countries, and on 17 December, a normalizing agreement became official. The
               agreement had been secretly negotiated in preceding months and had been facilitated
               by Pope Francis and the Canadian government. Meetings had been held in both Canada and Vatican City.
               The agreement resulted in the lifting of some, but not all, U.S. travel restrictions
               and gave U.S. banks access to the Cuban financial system. The agreement also allowed
               Cuban Americans an easier process for sending money back to their country of origin
               to support family members, and it allowed for the reopening of a U.S. embassy in Havana
               and a Cuban embassy in Washington, D.C. The diplomatic missions had been closed in
               1961 as a result of Cuba’s close alliance with the Soviet Union.
            

            
         

         
         	CASTRO, JULIÁN (16 SEPTEMBER 1974–)

         
         	
            The 16th U.S. secretary of housing and urban development (HUD), serving during the
               second term of President Barack Obama’s presidency. Castro was born and raised in
               San Antonio, Texas. In 1996 he graduated from Stanford with a bachelor’s degree in
               political science and communications. After graduating from Stanford, Castro entered
               Harvard Law School, earning his juris doctor in 2000. In 2001, Castro won his first political office,
               as a city council member in San Antonio. At the age of 26, he was the youngest member
               of the council in the city’s history. Four years later he launched a failed attempt
               for the San Antonio mayor’s office, but his second attempt in 2009 was successful.
               He then won reelection as the mayor of San Antonio in 2011 and 2013.
            

            
             Castro grabbed national attention when he delivered the keynote address at the 2012
               Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina. Following President Obama’s victory in 2012, Castro was offered and declined the
               position of U.S. secretary of transportation, with the expectation that he would be
               running to become the governor of Texas once Obama left office. However, in 2014,
               he resigned as mayor and accepted Obama’s offer as the HUD secretary. On 9 July 2014,
               Castro was confirmed by a 71–26 vote in the Senate, replacing Shaun Donovan on 28 July 2014. Throughout his political career, Castro has been an advocate for
               gay rights. During the 2016 election, Hillary Clinton considered Castro a strong ally and noted that she was “going to look really hard
               at him for anything, because that’s how good he is.”
            

            
             As secretary of HUD, Castro oversaw the implementation of new guidelines regarding
               fair housing practices in an attempt to help people with an arrest record get a “second
               chance in life.” The change in rules made it more difficult for landlords to refuse
               housing to individuals with a criminal record. Conservative commentators saw the initiative
               as a heavy-handed move on the part of government. Castro, and others who supported
               him, argued that he was simply trying to remove another layer of discrimination in
               housing practices. President Obama supported Castro’s initiative.
            

            
         

         
         	CHAMBLISS, SAXBY (10 NOVEMBER 1943–)

         
         	
            A Republican U.S. senator from Georgia who participated in a March 2013 filibuster with fellow
               senator Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) over the Obama administration’s use of combat drones. Chambliss was born in Warrenton, North Carolina, and attended Louisiana Tech University,
               earning a B.A. in business administration. He then attended the University of Tennessee
               College of Law, graduating with a J.D. degree in 1968. Chambliss served four two-year
               terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, from 1995 to 2003, and served on the House
               Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, which provides oversight of executive
               branch intelligence operations and legislation that deals with matters of national
               security. After serving in the House, he ran for a U.S. Senate seat from Georgia and
               won two consecutive terms, focusing his campaign on issues of national defense and
               homeland security. On 24 January 2013, Chambliss notified the public that he would
               not seek a third term as senator from Georgia. He served his last day in the 113th Congress on 2 January 2015.
            

            
            It was in March 2013 when Chambliss and 11 fellow Republican senators attended a private
               dinner with President Obama at the Jefferson Hotel in the nation’s capital. The dinner,
               which was paid for with the president’s private funds, was labeled by the media as
               part of a “charm offensive” by Obama as he attempted to forge compromise with Republicans
               on budgetary policies. The dinner did not prevent Chambliss, later that evening, from
               participating in the Senate filibuster over the Obama administration’s use of lethal
               drone strikes. The filibuster lasted for over 13 hours. In another disagreement with
               the president in April 2013, Chambliss and fellow Senate Republican Party leader Michael Crapo (Idaho) led efforts to block legislation that would require extensive background
               checks for the purchase of firearms (see GUN CONTROL).
            

            
         

         
         	CHANGE WE CAN BELIEVE IN

         
         	
            Barack Obama’s campaign slogan for the 2008 presidential election. The catchphrase, crafted by David Axelrod, was used throughout the campaign in an effort to portray Obama as a political outsider
               who would bring change to the nation’s capital. A mantra of “change” has been common
               in political campaign rhetoric in the United States, but the addition of “we can believe
               in” was meant to portray a type of change that would meet broad public approval. Also,
               and more specifically, Obama’s campaign tactic was intended to provide a contrast
               to the policies enacted by George W. Bush (and Washington insiders, in general). Flyers and banners carried the slogan at all
               of Obama’s rallies, where supporters would chant “Yes We Can” in response to Obama’s call for reform of Bush-era programs. Ironically, after assuming
               office Obama governed decidedly from the center, especially in foreign policy, and has continued many of the same policies of former president Bush.
            

            
         

         
         	CHARLESTON CHURCH SHOOTING, 2015

         
         	
            A mass shooting and hate crime, perpetrated by Dylann Roof, at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
               Church. On 17 June 2015, Dylann Roof, a white supremacist, entered the church and
               joined a Bible study group. After attending the Bible study for an hour, when the
               other participants began to pray, Roof pulled out his gun and shot and killed nine
               members of the congregation, wounding five others.
            

            
            Following the shooting, President Obama addressed the nation, acting once more as
               the consoler in chief. This shooting required the president to again address the topic
               of racial tensions and the necessity for gun control. FBI director James Comey brought attention to a police report detailing an admission of Roof’s two narcotics
               offenses, which should have prevented him from buying a gun. During Roof’s interrogation,
               he stated that he wanted to start a race war. Throughout the entirety of his trial,
               Roof served as his own council. In December 2016, he was found guilty of murder in
               federal court and was then sentenced to death on 19 January 2017.
            

            
            On 26 June 2015, President Obama addressed the nation and the African American community
               through a eulogy at the funeral of Reverend Clementa Pickney, one of those killed
               by Roof. His speech will be most remembered for the moment when he launched into a
               solo of “Amazing Grace.” The singing stunned the congregation at first, eventually
               bringing them to their feet to join in. See also AURORA, COLORADO, SHOOTING, 2012; FORT HOOD SHOOTING, 2009; MATTHEW SHEPARD AND JAMES BYRD JR. HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT; NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT, MASS SHOOTING, 2012; OAK CREEK, WISCONSIN, SHOOTING, 2012; PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING; SAN BERNARDINO SHOOTING, 2015; TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHOOTING, 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	CHENEY, DICK (30 JANUARY 1941–)

         
         	
            The vice president of the United States in the George W. Bush administration, serving from 2001 until 2009. Throughout President Barack Obama’s
               time in office, Cheney was a vocal critic of the president. He was born in Lincoln,
               Nebraska, and attended   Yale University but was dismissed twice for poor grades.
               He eventually received a B.A. and M.A. in political science from the University of
               Wyoming. Cheney began his political career in 1969 as an intern for Representative
               William A. Steiger (R-Wisconsin). In 1970, he joined the staff of Donald Rumsfeld,
               the director of the Office of Economic Opportunity. Cheney was later assistant to
               the president and was promoted to the leader of the White House staff, or chief of
               staff, in the Gerald Ford administration.
            

            
            
               Vice President Dick Cheney at a campaign rally in Ohio for the 2004 presidential election.

               

            

            In 1978, Cheney ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, representing
               the state of Wyoming, and defeated Democrat Bill Bailey. He served in the House until
               1989. In 1987, Cheney was elected chair of the   House Republican Conference and was
               chosen by his partisan colleagues to serve as  House minority whip for the 101st Congress
               (1989–91). His tenure as whip was short-lived, however, as he was replaced by Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia) after he became a successful nominee for the position of secretary of
               defense in the George H. W. Bush administration. Bush’s original choice, John Tower,
               failed to receive Senate confirmation. Cheney was secretary of defense during Desert
               Storm, the first Iraq War, which forced Saddam Hussein’s forces out of Kuwait. He left the Department of Defense
               (DOD) when the elder Bush lost his reelection bid to Bill Clinton.
            

            
            Upon leaving the DOD, Cheney went to work in the oil industry and served as the chairman
               of the board at Halliburton, an oil drilling and military supply company, from 1995
               until 2000. Cheney was later asked by George W. Bush to head the search for a suitable
               running mate and vice presidential candidate for the Republican ticket in the 2000 presidential election. In an ironic twist, George W. Bush chose
               Cheney, the chair of the search committee. As vice president of the United States,
               Cheney was influential in shaping the Bush administration’s foreign policy in the Middle East. Cheney was in full support of the second Iraq War in 2003 and
               was convinced there was a link between al-Qaeda and Saddam Hussein, although this
               point of view was subsequently proven to be false. After leaving the vice president’s
               office in 2009, Cheney was a vocal critic of many of President Barack Obama’s policies.
               In particular, he faulted Obama for not using more abrasive interrogation measures
               against suspected terrorists and for an overall lack of leadership in foreign policy.
               On 11 May 2011, however, Cheney did praise the Obama administration for Operation Neptune Spear, the military action that led to Osama bin Laden’s death.
            

            
         

         
         	CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

         
         	
            The city Barack Obama moved to shortly after completing his undergraduate degree at
               Columbia University. Before the move to Chicago, Obama had a brief foray in publishing and international
               business advising with the firm Business International Corporation, headquartered
               in New York City. Chicago is located on the southwest shore of Lake Michigan and is
               an international hub for finance, commerce, industry, telecommunications, and transportation.
               At the last decennial census, the city was home to a little more than 2.7 million
               residents. The Chicago metropolitan area extends from the state of Indiana to the
               state of Wisconsin. It was incorporated as a city in 1837 and ranked the seventh most
               important global economic center in the world according to the 2012 Global Cities
               Index. The city goes by the nicknames the “Windy City” and “Second City.” The latter
               is a reference to the many years that Chicago spent as the second largest city in
               the United States, after New York. Today, Chicago is the third-largest city, falling
               behind Los Angeles in population, but many proud Chicagoans suggest the reference
               to the Second City is meant to indicate the city is “second to none.”
            

            
            Barack Obama moved to Chicago in 1985 to work as a community organizer, a job he held until 1988, when he entered Harvard Law School. During the summer of 1989, Obama returned to Chicago and served as a summer intern
               at the law firm of Sidley Austin, where he met his future wife, Michelle (Obama) Robinson. After his second year of law school, he once again returned to Chicago
               and worked for Hopkins & Sutter in the summer of 1990. Following graduation from law
               school, Obama practiced as a civil rights attorney in Chicago and taught part time at the University of Chicago Law School. President
               Obama and his family continue to maintain a residence in Chicago in the Hyde Park
               neighborhood. On 30 July 2016, President Obama officially announced that his presidential library would be located in Chicago’s Jackson Park. The location is on Chicago’s South Side,
               near the University of Chicago, and was the site of the 1893 World’s Fair. A specific
               date for the library’s opening has not yet been determined; however, expectations
               are to have the facility open by 2021. See also BLAGOJEVICH, ROD (10 DECEMBER 1956–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHINA

         
         	
            In June 2013, President Obama hosted a summit between the United States and China,
               where he met with Chinese president Xi Jinping to discuss several matters, but talks
               were focused primarily on cybersecurity and North Korea’s nuclear capabilities. China is home to approximately 1.35 billion people and is
               the most populated country in the world. The country’s official name is the People’s
               Republic of China (PRC), and although the country occupies a region of the world that
               has long been identified as China, the current system of government dates only to
               1 October 1949, when former leader Mao Zedong established a communist state. Beijing
               is the capital, and the Communist Party of China (CPC) governs over 23 provinces,
               five autonomous regions, and four municipalities. Boasting one of the largest and
               fastest-growing economies in the world, China exports agricultural products such as
               rice, wheat, pork, and fish, as well as goods such as textiles, petroleum, electronics,
               and automobiles.
            

            
            The PRC, represented by the CPC, has diplomatic relations with most of the world’s
               nation-states and maintains embassies in 162 countries, including the United States.
               China joined the United Nations (UN) in 1971 and at once became a permanent member of the UN Security Council. Although
               China is the second-largest trading partner of the United States, trailing only Canada,
               the country increasingly became an economic and military rival throughout the eight
               years of the Barack Obama presidency. Going back to 2002, the PRC increased military
               expenditures by 170 percent, which resulted in spending in excess of $143 billion
               during Obama’s time in office. The dollar amount is still small compared to U.S. annual
               military spending, which halfway through the Obama administration, in 2012, topped
               $700 billion. Throughout the Obama years, U.S. and Chinese international relations
               were often tense. One source of friction between the two countries is the status of
               Taiwan. The PRC claims Taiwan as its 23rd province, while much of the world recognizes
               Taiwan as an independent nation-state under the name Republic of China (ROC). Clearly,
               the Taiwanese government views itself as such. Since Taiwan declared independence
               from China, the United States has stopped short of a formal recognition but nonetheless
               has been one of Taiwan’s principal allies, selling military equipment and training
               to the country on a regular basis. This does little to endear the U.S. government
               to the CPC.
            

            
            In September 2012, President Obama filed two trade lawsuits against China with the
               World Trade Organization (WTO). The first suit claimed that China had provided at
               least $1 billion in illegal export subsidies to its own automobile manufacturers,
               giving them an unfair trade advantage over American automakers. The second suit claimed
               that China had imposed duties on certain U.S. steel exports, in violation of WTO policy.
               Both moves by Obama were seen by many as election-year politics or posturing. The
               filing of the suits coincided with election stops made by the president in states
               that produce steel and automobile parts, and at a time when Obama was trying to maintain
               his strong electoral support from labor unions. In other comments about China, President
               Obama has stated that the U.S. relationship with China is the most important diplomatic
               relationship in the world. The countries continued to cooperate intermittently on
               trade matters throughout Obama’s time in office and have worked together to address
               the threat of nuclear proliferation in both North Korea and Iran.
            

            
            In November 2014, President Obama traveled to China for a state visit with President
               Xi Jinping. During the two-day visit, the two leaders discussed a range of subjects,
               agreeing to work at expanding global, regional, and bilateral trade between the two
               states. The United States expressed gratitude for China’s $130 million contribution
               to fighting the Ebola outbreak and $10 million in humanitarian aid to the people of Iraq. In late 2014
               and early 2015, China started to strain the relationship with the United States when
               it began to expand its military presence in the South China Sea. Over a period of
               months, China began to create new islands in the Spratly Island chain, a disputed
               archipelago some 500 miles off the Chinese coast. The newly constructed islands were
               developed with ports, airfields, and military buildings. This move by China is seen
               as an attempt to project its military power further into the South China Sea, allowing
               it to take advantage of more fisheries, oil and gas reserves, and other national resources.
               See also FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC.
            

            
         

         
         	CHRYSLER

         
         	
            An American automobile manufacturer that received billions of dollars in emergency
               bridge loans from the Bush and Obama administrations in 2008 and 2009. The loans were
               an attempt to keep the company solvent and to protect its workforce from layoffs.
               Initially, the efforts failed. The company sells vehicles globally under the names
               Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, and Fiat. Founded in 1925, production figures suggest
               Chrysler is approximately the 12th-largest automaker in the world.
            

            
            During the automotive industry crisis of 2008, Chrysler was mired in a dire financial
               situation that was threatening to drive the company into bankruptcy or liquidation.
               In response, the company, along with General Motors, received billions of dollars in loans from the U.S. government in what became known
               as the auto bailout. The loans were not enough, and the company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganization
               on 30 April 2009. Under the bankruptcy agreement with the government, Chrysler and
               Italian automaker Fiat signed a strategic alliance, establishing a new company called
               Chrysler Group Limited Liability Company (LLC). With this new arrangement, Fiat became
               a 20 percent owner of Chrysler. The United Auto Workers (UAW) union owned about 55
               percent of Chrysler. More specifically, it was the UAW pension fund that owned a majority
               share of Chrysler stock. The next two largest stakeholders were the U.S. and Canadian
               governments.
            

            
            The government sanctioned reorganization, which took place in Obama’s first term,
               and the company returned to profitability. The Chrysler Group LLC has since repaid
               $11.1 billion of the $12.4 billion it received in government loans, including interest.
               The books are now closed regarding the government-sponsored bailout, and taxpayers
               will forfeit $1.3 billion. The relative success of the government’s efforts was used
               by Barack Obama throughout his 2012 presidential re-election campaign. His general election opponent, Republican Mitt Romney, had at one point, prior to the general election season, suggested that Detroit automakers
               should be allowed to go bankrupt without government loans. Chrysler’s return to solvency
               was aided, in part, by an Obama administration program called “Cash for Clunkers” that gave Americans a rebate on the purchase of a new car if it had better fuel
               economy than an older car that would be “junked” or taken off the road. See also CAR ALLOWANCE REBATE SYSTEM (CARS); CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY (CAFE) STANDARDS; GREAT RECESSION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHU, STEVEN (28 FEBRUARY 1948–)

         
         	
            The secretary of energy in the first Obama administration, Chu served from 2009 until
               2013. He was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and attended the University of Rochester,
               graduating with a B.A. in mathematics and a B.S. in physics in 1970. He would later
               earn a Ph.D. in physics from the University of California at Berkley. He is known
               for his research at Bell Labs in cooling and trapping atoms with laser light. Chu
               won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1997. He had been a long-serving professor of physics
               at Stanford University in Palo Alto, California.
            

            
            Chu has been a staunch advocate for renewable energy and nuclear power for the purpose
               of combating global warming and providing more efficient delivery of electrical energy.
               In challenging comments based on his research, he has said that global warming could
               wipe out California’s farms before the end of the century. In March 2011, Chu said
               that federal regulators need to act immediately to streamline the process by which
               the government issues licenses for the construction of nuclear power plants. In August
               of that same year, he praised an advisory panel’s report that elaborated steps to
               minimize the potential environmental effects of natural gas development. On 22 April 2013, Chu resigned as secretary of
               energy in the Obama administration and returned to the professoriate at Stanford University.
            

            
         

         
         	CITIZENS UNITED V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

         
         	
            A Supreme Court case which held that the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which recognizes
               free speech, does not permit government restrictions on campaign expenditures by corporations,
               associations, or labor unions if the money is spent independent of an individual politician’s
               election campaign. The case was argued before the Supreme Court on 24 March 2009 and
               reargued on 9 September 2009. On 21 January 2010, the Court released its decision
               and held that parts of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 violated the First
               Amendment. Specifically, the provision in the act that prohibited unions and corporations
               from broadcasting electioneering communications within 60 days of a general election
               or 30 days of a primary election was ruled to violate the free speech clause of the
               First Amendment. The Court’s decision was based on a 5–4 vote, and Associate Justice
               Anthony Kennedy wrote the majority opinion. However, there was little agreement among the justices
               on the legality of campaign finance restrictions, as evidenced by seven different
               justices writing different opinions. Besides the majority opinion, there were three
               different concurring opinions and three different dissenting opinions written. The
               number of opinions alone suggests an acute level of judicial ambiguity surrounding
               the legality of campaign finance restrictions.
            

            
             During the 2010 State of the Union address, President Barack Obama opined that he thought the 5–4 decision was a mistake and
               that the ruling set the country backward in terms of trying to improve the transparency
               and legitimacy of U.S. elections. Specifically, during his address, the president
               argued that “the Supreme Court reversed a century of law that I believe will open
               the floodgates for special interests—including foreign corporations—to spend without
               limit in our elections.” After the comment was made by the president, Associate Justice
               Samuel Alito was caught on camera frowning and mouthing “not true.” Alito’s show of emotion in
               a public venue was deemed out of character for a Supreme Court justice. Several weeks
               later, Chief Justice John Roberts, commenting on the incident in a speech at the University of Alabama, stated that
               “the image of members of one branch of government standing up, literally surrounding
               the Supreme Court, cheering and hollering, while the Court—according to the requirements
               of protocol—has to sit there expressionless, I think is very troubling.”
            

            
             Many pundits and scholars have agreed with the president’s position on the Supreme
               Court edict and suggested that the ruling would unleash an avalanche of unregulated
               spending and influence peddling into American electoral politics. In the 2012 election cycle, there was a significant increase in the number of super political action committees
               (PACs), or loosely organized groups that spend money in election campaigns to try
               and influence the outcome. In the 2008 election cycle, super PACs, with limits on spending still in place, spent just over $600 million.
               In 2012, with no limits in place, spending doubled and topped $1.2 billion. In 2016,
               super PAC spending stayed about the same. To date, it is not clear if there is a decidedly
               partisan advantage created by the lack of regulation. Many assume the Republican Party would benefit the most from the Supreme Court ruling, but at least in presidential
               campaigns, Democratic Party candidates since Bill Clinton have proven to be quite competent in raising very large sums of unregulated money.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL RIGHTS

         
         	
            A class of constitutional rights intended to protect individuals from discrimination
               or uneven treatment by government and the private sector. The level of civil rights
               protection afforded by a country’s government is often seen as a measure of the quality
               of democracy that exists in that country. Commonly, civil rights protect against discrimination
               based on age, race, sex, national origin, color, and religion. Some countries, including
               the United States, also provide protection against unequal treatment that occurs because
               one is disabled. In the United States, civil rights protections are found in the 5th
               and 14th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The constitutional language uses the
               phrase “all citizens,” which suggests less protection against discrimination for noncitizens
               living legally or illegally in the country. Throughout U.S. history, the majority–white
               Protestant population has often discriminated against African Americans, women, and
               ethnic or religious minorities, and the government has been slow to address these
               practices.
            

            
            Prior to his involvement in politics, Barack Obama worked as a civil rights attorney, focusing specifically on cases involving discrimination against African Americans.
               Even before his enrollment at Harvard Law School and obtaining a law degree, Obama worked as a community organizer in Chicago, Illinois, helping predominantly African American residents living in public housing obtain
               fair treatment. A primary concern was the presence and removal of health-harming asbestos
               from the buildings they were living in. Then, after law school, in 1992, Obama worked
               on Project Vote and helped to register thousands of new African American voters. Voting
               is considered a civil right, and people are supposed to be protected against discrimination
               when performing this political act. Most directly, Obama was involved in civil rights
               matters when, in 1993, he joined the Davis, Miner, Barnhill, & Galland law firm as
               a civil rights attorney.
            

            
            Since becoming president, Obama has also worked to promote civil rights. Most directly
               he advocated for and signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which expanded a woman’s right to recover lost wages that occur as the result of
               workplace discrimination. In addition, President Obama instituted a National Equal
               Pay Task Force in 2010, which combined the forces of several government agencies to
               address wage discrimination abuse. In the area of hate crimes, the president advocated
               and signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, which extended additional civil rights protections to people who are targeted because
               of their sexual orientation or gender identity. Last, in the civil rights policy arena,
               Obama signed the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010, allowing gay men and women to serve openly in the U.S. military.
               See also BLACK LIVES MATTER; LGBT; WALMART STORES INC. V. DUKES ET AL.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL RIGHTS ATTORNEY

         
         	
            An attorney that represents plaintiffs and defendants in cases involving civil rights or the constitutional provision that all citizens receive “equal protection under
               the law.” Barack Obama worked as a civil rights attorney in Chicago, Illinois, from 1993 until 2004. Demographic considerations currently protected by civil rights
               laws include race, gender, age, color, disability, national origin, and religion.
               The laws address equal protection or nondiscrimination in the workforce, access to
               facilities that serve the public, voting, and discrimination in the delivery of government
               services. There are also provisions in existing law that address equal access to education
               and housing.
            

            
            In 1993, after receiving his law degree from Harvard Law School, Barack Obama returned to Chicago, Illinois, and took a position with Davis, Miner,
               Barnhill & Galland, with the purpose of handling civil rights legal matters. During
               his time with the firm, he was involved in only about 30 cases. The majority of the
               work related to helping clients with either voting rights or wrongful employment termination.
               Most significantly, in 1995, he argued before a federal appellate court in a case
               seeking to ease voter registration requirements. The successful suit forced the state
               of Illinois to enforce and administer the 1993 federal Motor Voter Law, which allows
               individuals to register for voting when applying for or renewing their driver’s license
               or when applying for social services. Obama worked full time in the capacity of a
               civil rights attorney only until 1996 but was associated with the firm until 2004
               during the time he served in the Illinois state senate.
            

            
         

         
         	CLIMATE CHANGE

         
         	
            The term used to indicate the change in the statistical distribution of weather over
               an extended period of time. Climate change is most often associated with extreme weather
               conditions, such as flooding, droughts, and hurricanes. Certain human activities have been identified as causing global warming, the main driver of climate change.
            

            
             The issue of climate change is a contentious subject in American politics. Although
               the vast majority of climate scientists believe in human-induced climate change and
               have presented peer-reviewed evidence to support their claims, many Republicans refuse to accept the fact that humans are the main cause of change. Unlike Republicans,
               members of the Democratic Party, on average, accept the warnings of climate scientists and continue to propose and
               advocate for policies to reduce humans’ contributions to global warming and climate
               change.
            

            
            During the Obama administration, the president made measurable progress in decreasing
               the United States’ contribution to global climate change. In Obama’s first term he
               instituted the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, which reduced the pollution produced by cars through increased fuel efficiency. Other efforts also included the promotion of green-collar jobs or jobs in the wind-generating and solar energy–generating industries. During Obama’s
               second term, the Environmental Protection Agency caught the Volkswagen auto company using technology to cheat emissions tests. Also during this time, Obama
               used an executive agreement, making the United States a signatory to the Paris Agreement, an aggressive multinational effort to limit carbon emissions signed by 195 countries.
               During the 2016 presidential election, Donald Trump consistently made the claim that climate change and global warming are a hoax, perpetrated
               by China in an effort to hurt manufacturing in the United States, and within months of becoming
               president, Donald Trump started the process to pull the United States out of the Paris
               Agreement.
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON, HILLARY R. (26 OCTOBER 1947–)

         
         	
            The secretary of state during President Barack Obama’s first term in office, Clinton
               served in the capacity as the country’s chief diplomat from early 2009 until early
               2013. She was also a leading candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008 and the First Lady of the United States from 1993
               until 2001 during President Bill Clinton’s time in office. In 2016, she won the Democratic presidential nomination, only to
               lose to Republican candidate Donald Trump. Hillary Clinton was born in Chicago, Illinois, and spent her childhood there. She attended Wellesley College, graduating in 1969
               with a B.A. in political science. While a freshman at Wellesley, Clinton served as
               president of the Wellesley Young Republicans, but stepped down from the position after
               changing her views on the Vietnam War and the civil rights movement unfolding in the
               United States during the 1960s. She went on to Yale Law School where she met Bill
               Clinton, her future husband, and served on the editorial board of the Yale Review of Law   and Social Action. She graduated from Yale with a J.D. in 1973.
            

            
            
               Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton campaigning at Southwest College,
                     Los Angeles, California, on 16 April 2016.
                  

               

            

            Hillary Clinton married Bill Clinton on 11 October 1975 and moved to Arkansas, where
               he had recently lost a race for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. By 1976,
               her husband began winning elections, first as Arkansas attorney general and then as
               governor. In 1977, Hillary Clinton was hired by the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock,
               Arkansas, to specialize in patent infringement and intellectual property law. She
               was particularly interested in child advocacy and family policies and published several
               scholarly articles on the subject. She was also appointed to the board of directors
               of the Legal Services Corporation by Jimmy Carter and served from 1978 until 1981. During Bill Clinton’s presidential campaign in 1992,
               Hillary Clinton received a significant amount of national attention, particularly
               when her husband made it clear she was one of his closest political advisers and that
               he trusted her judgment immensely. As First Lady, Clinton was very active in White
               House affairs and headed the president’s effort to reform the nation’s health-care
               system. She is the only First Lady to have had her own office in the West Wing of
               the White House, in addition to the First Lady’s usual offices in the East Wing.
            

            
            After her husband’s term in office, she ran for a U.S. Senate seat from New York in
               2000, defeating Republican Rick Lazio. Clinton’s candidacy represents the only instance in history of a First
               Lady running for an elected office. As senator, Clinton served on five Senate committees
               and was named head of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. As a senator
               she voted for the Patriot Act in October 2001, which allowed additional government espionage discretion in an attempt
               to police potential terrorists, but with implications for compromising the civil liberties of ordinary citizens. Clinton was also a strong supporter of using military action
               in Afghanistan after the 11 September terror attacks and voted in favor of the Iraq War Resolution in 2003, allowing President George W. Bush nearly unlimited powers to wage war in Iraq. After being elected to a second term
               in 2006, she decided to run for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination in
               the 2008 election.
            

            
            During the party primary campaign in 2008, Clinton and Barack Obama set new records
               for fund-raising. At the end of 2007, Clinton was leading in the polls in the first
               six Democratic Party primary states, but she unexpectedly lost the first contest in
               Iowa to Barack Obama. She eventually conceded the nomination to then-senator Barack
               Obama in June 2008. After winning the general election, President Obama nominated
               Clinton to the position of secretary of state, and she was confirmed by the Senate
               94–2. As secretary of state, she advocated for an expanded role for the United States
               in global economic affairs and for a more significant diplomatic presence in countries
               around the world. After four years, Clinton stepped down as secretary of state on
               1 February 2013. Her time after stepping down as secretary of state was primarily
               spent preparing to run for the presidency in 2016.
            

            
            On 12 April 2015, Clinton formally announced her candidacy for the 2016 presidential
               election. Her main competitor for the Democratic nomination was Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont. Following her win of the Democratic nomination, a hacker released information
               indicating that Debbie Wasserman Schultz, the Democratic National Committee chair,
               showed bias in her support for Clinton. Throughout the campaign, many pollsters had
               Clinton leading Republican candidate Donald Trump to win the presidency. However,
               come election night, Clinton lost several swing states as well as several traditionally
               Democratic strongholds. After all counts were completed, Hillary Clinton won the popular
               vote, with more than 2.3 million more votes than Donald Trump, yet lost the Electoral
               College vote.
            

            
            On 15 May 2017, Hillary Clinton announced the creation of a political nonprofit group,
               Onward Together. She stated that the nonprofit is “dedicated to advancing the progressive
               vision that earned nearly 66 million votes in the last election.” The group is organized
               to help liberals push back against the Trump administration and its policies, with
               the additional goal of winning seats from Republicans in upcoming elections. See also BENGHAZI ATTACK, 2012; CLINTON E-MAIL SCANDAL; CLINTON FOUNDATION; CLINTON GLOBAL INITIATIVE (CGI); COMEY, JAMES (14 DECEMBER 1960–); FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST.
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON, WILLIAM “BILL” (19 AUGUST 1946–)

         
         	
            The 42nd president of the United States, Bill Clinton served from January 1993 until
               January 2001. Former president Clinton was a prominent supporter of the Obama administration,
               most notably praising Obama’s policies at the Democratic National Convention in 2012. Clinton was born in Hope, Arkansas, and attended college at Georgetown University,
               receiving a B.S. in foreign service in 1968 and interning for U.S. senator J. William
               Fulbright of Arkansas between his junior and senior years. He went on to study philosophy,
               politics, and economics at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar but finished his
               master’s degree at Yale University. It was at Yale University that Clinton met his
               future wife, Hillary. He received a J.D. from Yale University Law School in 1973.
            

            
            
               Former president Bill Clinton, a strong supporter of the Obama administration.

               

            

            Clinton became a law professor at the University of Arkansas after graduation and
               ran for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1974 but was defeated by incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt. In 1976, Clinton was a successful candidate for attorney
               general of Arkansas, a statewide office. He followed this win with a successful bid
               to become governor of the state in 1978. In this race he defeated Republican candidate
               Lynn Lowe and became known as the “boy governor” because of his youthful appearance
               and for having secured the state’s highest office at only 32 years of age. He would
               go on to win reelection three additional times, serving from 1979 to 1992. During
               his time as governor he helped turn around Arkansas’s economy and significantly improved
               the state’s educational system. These successful reforms raised his notoriety and
               public popularity, and he became a prominent member of the Democratic Party organization, delivering a prime-time address in support of the party’s presidential
               candidate, Michael Dukakis (Massachusetts), at the 1988 national party convention.
            

            
            After his considerable success as governor of Arkansas, Clinton decided to run for
               president in 1992. In a break from the status quo presidential campaign, he appeared
               on television talk shows in an attempt to appeal to the American people directly, and as a regular guy without
               pretense of political elite status. In one notable instance, he proved himself to
               be a competent saxophone player, with a rendition of “Heartbreak Hotel” on the Arsenio Hall Show. In the 1992 general election, he defeated incumbent Republican president George
               H. W. Bush, ending 12 consecutive years of Republican presidents.
            

            
            Clinton served two terms as president, winning reelection over Kansas senator Bob
               Dole in the 1996 presidential campaign. As president, his legislative legacy, as with
               most presidents, is mixed. He failed to pass reform of the nation’s health-care system,
               which had been a top priority of his first campaign. He did, however, negotiate successful
               passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), several measures to increase
               taxes to bring the country’s fiscal health back in order, and reform of the country’s means-tested
               welfare programs. Clinton’s approval ratings peaked at 68 percent during his second
               term in October 1998. This approval score ties him with Franklin D. Roosevelt and
               Ronald Reagan for the highest rating of a second-term president in the modern era.
               In all, Clinton’s economic policies, and some argue especially NAFTA, helped to create
               budget surpluses for the country during his last three years in office.
            

            
            In 1998, it came out that President Clinton was involved in an extramarital affair
               with White House intern Monica Lewinsky. This led to his impeachment by the House
               of Representatives under charges of perjury, for lying to Congress about the affair.
               The impeachment proceedings were purely partisan, with no members of the president’s
               own political party supporting the accusations. In the subsequent Senate trial, his
               partisan opponents were not able to muster enough votes to remove him from office.
            

            
            Since leaving office at the end of his second term, Clinton has focused his energies
               on several charitable initiatives, including the William J. Clinton Foundation and the Clinton Global Initiative. He also campaigned for his wife, Hillary Clinton, in her 2008 Democratic Party primary battle with Barack Obama. Some media reports
               tried to suggest that the former president was hostile toward Barack Obama during
               the campaign, but most directly his comments were more supportive of his wife than
               they were critical of Obama. In his speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention,
               President Clinton officially endorsed Obama and heaped considerable praise on the
               incumbent president while criticizing the proposed policies of his opponent Mitt Romney, and Republicans in general. During President Obama’s second term, former president
               Clinton routinely supported President Obama’s legislative initiatives. In November
               2013, President Obama awarded former president Clinton with the Presidential Medal
               of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor. In 2015, when Obama was addressing
               the issue of prison overcrowding, President Clinton took responsibility for some of
               the problem and agreed, publicly, with Obama’s efforts to fix the problem. See also LYNCH, LORETTA E. (21 MAY 1959–).
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON E-MAIL SCANDAL

         
         	
            A controversy regarding Hillary Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server while acting as the United States secretary of state
               in the Barack Obama administration. During an investigation done by the House Select
               Committee on Benghazi, it was revealed that the State Department did not have access to many of Clinton’s
               official e-mails because she used a privately owned server located in the basement
               of her home for storing e-mail communications. Concern over the server increased when
               it was revealed that some of the e-mails may have contained classified information.
               Both Republican Party members of Congress and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump used the situation to paint Clinton as unfit for the presidency during the election of 2016.
            

            
             The use of the private server caused many in the public to be concerned because countless
               experts, officials, and members of Congress argued that such action was in violation
               of State Department protocols and procedures, as well as federal law. The rationale
               for the allegations stemmed from the fact that use of the private server did not allow
               for the proper security of classified government information. The concern over the
               security of the server was not unfounded because in March 2013 it was revealed that
               Guccifer, a Romanian hacker, used “clintonemail.com” to send e-mails to advisers and
               friends. Additionally, the failure of the government to have access to official communications
               and the possibility of Clinton holding back pertinent e-mails from a congressional
               committee caused the FBI to investigate the matter. During the investigation, FBI
               director James Comey identified 110 e-mails that contained classified information, along with 65 e-mails
               that were deemed “secret” and an additional 22 that were deemed “top secret.” Following
               the investigation, the FBI concluded that no charges would be filed against Clinton
               because none of the e-mails had appropriate classification markings, and the actions
               by Clinton demonstrated carelessness but not illegal behavior.
            

            
             However, two weeks before the 2016 general election, FBI director James Comey stated
               in a letter to Congress that the FBI had learned of additional e-mails that would
               be reviewed in order to “supplement his (Comey’s) previous testimony.” On 6 November
               2016, two days before the election of 2016, the new investigation affirmed the conclusions
               drawn in July that nothing illegal had occurred. Still, this last-minute action is
               believed to have cost Clinton the race, according to her campaign, because it brought
               the issue of her careless use of an e-mail server back to the attention of the voting
               public. Throughout the investigations, and subsequent reporting, President Obama was
               reluctant to comment on the matter.
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON FOUNDATION

         
         	
            A nonprofit organization started in 1997 to raise funds for the construction of the
               Clinton Presidential Center (library) in Little Rock, Arkansas. After Bill Clinton left office in 2001, the foundation’s main goal transitioned to “strengthen the capacity
               of people in the United States and throughout the world to meet [the] challenges of
               global interdependence.” Through 2016 the foundation raised approximately $2 billion
               from wealthy political donors, U.S. corporations, foreign governments, and other groups
               to support numerous programs and initiatives of the foundation. Programs created include
               the Clinton Health Access Initiative, the Clinton Global Initiative, the Clinton Global Citizen Awards, the Clinton Climate Initiative, the Clinton Development
               Initiative, the Alliance for a Healthier Generation, the Clinton Giustra Sustainable
               Growth Initiative, the Clinton Health Matters Initiative, and disaster relief.
            

            
             How the foundation raised money became a concern when Hillary Clinton was slated
               to become secretary of state. Many individuals, including Barack Obama, believed that
               donors would think they could contribute to the foundation with the expectation that
               they would receive favors or access to government officials. In order to alleviate
               these concerns, Clinton promised President Obama to separate herself from the foundation
               during her tenure as secretary of state. Although Clinton kept up the appearance of
               separation during this time, a later investigation revealed otherwise. In February
               2016, the Clinton Foundation was issued a subpoena by the U.S. Department of State.
               Following the investigation, the State Department revealed that at least 85 of 154
               people who had met with or had phone conversations with Hillary Clinton while she
               was secretary of state had donated to the Clinton Foundation. These 85 individuals
               donated $156 million, with 40 of the individuals contributing more than $100,000 and
               20 donating more than $1 million each. The Clinton Foundation continued to receive
               donations throughout the election of 2016. However, following Clinton’s loss in the general election in November 2016, many
               investors reduced their contributions to the foundation, which signals that at least
               some investors were donating with the expectation of having access to or receiving
               favors from Clinton if she became president.
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON GLOBAL INITIATIVE (CGI)

         
         	
            A nonpartisan organization founded in 2005 by former president Bill Clinton that meets and works with global leaders to find innovative solutions to what the
               group deems to be the world’s most important problems. Membership includes more than
               150 heads of state, 20 Nobel Prize laureates, and hundreds of chief executive officers, heads of foundations and nongovernmental
               organizations, philanthropists, and members of the media. An annual meeting is held
               each September in New York City, coinciding with a meeting of the United Nations General Assembly. According to the group, since its inception, members have made more than 2,300 commitments
               improving the lives of over 400 million people in 180 countries. Their financial contributions
               or commitments, to date, have exceeded $70 billion.
            

            
             In September 2012, both President Barack Obama and Republican candidate Mitt Romney, during the midst of the presidential election campaign, gave speeches at CGI’s annual
               meeting. Both touted the organization’s goals and accomplishments, while Obama spoke
               most directly about the issue of human trafficking and the need to bring it to an
               end. Romney’s speech joked about Clinton’s influence on the election, the value of
               free enterprise to address social ills, and the problem of international charitable
               contributions sometimes being misdirected to fund corrupt governments. The invitation
               extended to Romney was interpreted by some as a move on the part of the former Democratic Party president to extend an olive branch during a heated presidential election season.
               Romney did not seem to embrace the bipartisan gesture, if it was one, and delivered
               a speech that seemed to run against the grain of the mission of the CGI. On 29 September
               2016, CGI announced that it would be discontinued and would lay off 74 employees at
               the end of the year. Then, on 12 January 2017, CGI announced that they would lay off
               the final 22 employees in April 2017.
            

            
         

         
         	COBURN, TOM (14 MARCH 1948–)

         
         	
            A Republican U.S. senator from Oklahoma who has rarely supported any of President Barack Obama’s
               policy initiatives while maintaining a cordial relationship with the president. Senator
               Coburn was born in Casper, Wyoming, and attended Oklahoma State University, graduating
               with a B.S. in accounting. After college, he was hired as a manufacturing manager
               at the Ophthalmic Division of Coburn Optical Industries and worked there from 1970
               until 1978. Coburn then went to medical school at the University of Oklahoma and earned
               an MD in 1983. He subsequently opened a medical practice in Muskogee, Oklahoma.
            

            
            In 1994, Coburn entered politics by winning a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives
               from Oklahoma’s 2nd congressional district. He pledged to serve no more than three
               terms in office and kept the promise, retiring in 2000. In 2004, he was persuaded
               to run for the U.S. Senate from Oklahoma and defeated Democrat Brad Carson with 53
               percent of the vote. He won reelection to the Oklahoma Senate seat in 2010. During
               his time in Congress, Coburn has maintained a staunchly conservative voting record,
               sometimes even opposing measures supported by his own party, such as the Iraq War in 2003. Coburn has a proclivity for using an “unconstitutional” argument when speaking
               publicly about proposed new policies, which has earned him the nickname “Dr. No.”
               In town hall meetings in his native Oklahoma, Coburn often spewed rhetoric condemning
               Barack Obama and his administration’s policies. Ironically, and despite their ideological
               differences, President Obama and Coburn have remained friends since 2005 when they
               first served together in the Senate.
            

            
            In a Time magazine article where Coburn was acknowledged as one of the 100 most influential
               people in the world, President Obama wrote, “We entered the Senate at the same time,
               our wives, Michelle and Carolyn, hit it off at an orientation dinner. Pretty soon,
               we did too. Since then, we’ve bonded over family and faith. And we’ve harnessed our
               friendship and mutual respect to find places where we can agree and work together
               to move this country forward.” The sentiment expressed by President Obama is largely
               theoretical, as there is little empirical evidence of the two men working together
               on policy prescriptions since they cosponsored legislation regarding openness in government
               contracting while both serving in the Senate. In more recent years, and particularly
               while in his home state of Oklahoma, Coburn has gone out of his way to distance himself
               from any policies that Obama has put forward. In 2013, Coburn was granted the Jefferson
               Award for outstanding public service by an appointed or elected official. Prior to
               his election to the Senate, he placed a self-imposed two-term limit on his Senate
               seat. Coburn resigned his Senate seat at the end of 2014 due to his declining health
               before the end of his second term.
            

            
         

         
         	COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

         
         	
            President Barack Obama graduated from Columbia University in 1983 after transferring
               from Occidental College in 1981. Founded in 1754, Columbia University is the oldest institution of higher
               learning in the state of New York and the fifth-oldest university in the United States.
               The school is located in New York City and is a member of the Ivy League of schools
               known for their focus on research and quality education. Columbia University awards
               Pulitzer Prizes annually for excellence in literature and journalism and is one of
               the 14 founding members of the Association of American Universities, a nonprofit organization
               geared toward promoting funding for academic research.
            

            
            Because Barack Obama, early in his life, was often known as Barry and because his
               mother’s married name when he was young was Soetoro, there are school records that
               identify Barack Obama by different names. In addition, his school friends and acquaintances
               often knew him by names other than Barack Obama. This has led some conspiracy theorists,
               in particular those known as birthers, to argue that Barack Obama was not born an American citizen and to claim that he
               never attended college. The claim is that, during the time Obama attended Columbia
               and Occidental College, no one can remember a “Barack Obama” at either school and
               that some people knew him as a foreign student under the name of “Barry Soetoro.”
               These claims are what led Donald Trump to call for the release of Obama’s college applications and transcripts in October
               2012, just prior to the presidential election. Trump was attempting to embarrass or
               hurt the Obama reelection effort, but because of his own lack of credibility, his
               probing had little effect on the campaign.
            

            
         

         
         	COMEY, JAMES (14 DECEMBER 1960–)

         
         	
            The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) under President Barack Obama
               and President Donald Trump. Comey was born in Yonkers, New York, and attended the College of William & Mary
               before receiving his J.D. from the University of Chicago in 1985. Upon graduating
               from law school, Comey returned to New York to practice law and assist U.S. District
               Judge John M. Walker Jr. as a law clerk. Then, in 1987, Comey worked with the U.S.
               attorney’s office for the Southern District of New York, where he was eventually promoted
               to the position of deputy chief for the criminal division, a post he left in 1993.
               From 1996 to 2001, Comey was the managing assistant U.S. attorney from the Richmond
               Division of the Eastern District of Virginia while also teaching as an adjunct professor
               at the University of Richmond’s School of Law.
            

            
            
               Former FBI director James Comey testifying in front of the Senate Intelligence Committee
                     on 8 June 2017 after being fired by Donald Trump.
                  

               

            

            Comey served the George W. Bush administration as the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York from January
               2002 to December 2003. On 11 December 2003 he was confirmed as deputy attorney general
               in the Justice Department in the Bush administration. During his time as deputy attorney
               general, Comey endorsed the use of torture techniques under the label of “enhanced interrogation and waterboarding.” However,
               what led to Comey’s prominence in the public eye was a 2006 New York Times article which indicated that in 2004 he refused to certify that specific aspects
               of the National Security Agency’s domestic wiretapping program were legal. The failure
               to certify portions of the program required the Bush administration to make changes
               to the program. In October 2005, Comey left the Department of Justice to work as general
               counsel and senior vice president for Lockheed Martin.
            

            
            In June 2013, Comey was nominated by President Obama to be the next director of the
               FBI. He was confirmed by the Senate on 29 July 2013 and sworn in on 4 September 2013
               for a ten-year term. During his time as director under Obama, Comey stirred considerable
               controversy with his actions. The FBI launched a criminal investigation on 10 July
               2015 into Hillary Clinton’s e-mail practices when she served as secretary of state in the first Obama administration.
               Following the investigation, Comey announced his recommendation to the Justice Department
               that no criminal charges be filed against Clinton. He concluded, however, that Clinton
               had been “extremely careless” in her use of a personal e-mail server. Although Comey’s
               findings angered many Republicans and presidential candidate Donald Trump, Comey later sent a letter to Congress indicating
               that new information was being considered in the Clinton investigation. The letter
               Comey sent to Congress was delivered on 28 October, less than two weeks prior to the
               presidential election of 2016. Following the defeat of Clinton in the election, many blame Comey’s actions, indicating
               that such action influenced the outcome of the election. It was later determined that
               the information Comey referenced in his letter to Congress was in no way connected
               to Clinton.
            

            
            Comey continued to head the FBI into the Trump administration. Upon Donald Trump taking
               the position of president of the United States, Comey was tasked with an investigation
               looking into possible collusion between the new administration and Russia during the 2016 election campaign. Throughout the first 100 days of the Trump administration,
               several individuals were fired because of ties to Russia. On 9 May 2012, President
               Donald Trump abruptly fired James Comey from his position as the director of the FBI.
               The president listed Comey’s handling of the Clinton e-mail scandal as his reason
               for the termination. However, because the president praised Comey numerous times for
               his handling of the Clinton e-mails, many speculate that the real reason for the termination
               was because Comey’s investigation was getting close to uncovering something in the
               Russian investigation.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

         
         	
            A person who works with a community of individuals to empower them. Community organizers
               may focus on low- to moderate-income individuals and may have an interest in issues
               of social justice. Their goal, generally, is to help a community to work together
               to achieve a common purpose.
            

            
            In 1985, after a brief stint with Business International Corporation, a publishing
               and business advising firm in New York City, Barack Obama was hired as director of
               the Developing Communities Project, a church-based community organization in Chicago, Illinois. As the director for the Developing Communities Project, he worked with low-income
               residents, in particular poor African Americans in Chicago’s South Side neighborhoods,
               to fight the city government to create job banks in their area and to remove health-threatening
               asbestos from their housing. In this capacity, Obama arguably gained relevant experience
               as a government outsider, trying to make government officials responsive to the needs
               of the people they represent. He worked in this capacity until 1988, when he enrolled
               at Harvard Law School.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMUTATION

         
         	
            The act of reducing a punishment. In the United States, the power of commutation is
               given to state governors and the president of the United States. Commutation is different
               from a pardon (which completely eliminates a conviction) because a commutation does not imply that
               the conviction was wrong but rather just decreases the level of punishment.
            

            
             Throughout President Obama’s term, he commuted a total of 1,715 sentences, including
               568 life sentences. This number of commutations far exceeds the sentence reductions
               given by the past twelve presidents. Many of the sentences commuted by Obama were
               granted to individuals who had committed nonviolent drug crimes and had been sentenced
               using mandatory minimum sentencing guidelines. Part of the motivation for the aggressive
               use of the power to commute sentences was arguably to lower the costs associated with
               maintaining a large prison population.
            

            
             One notable last-minute commutation from Obama was Chelsea Manning, formerly Bradley Manning. Back in 2010, Manning had leaked U.S. diplomatic and military strategies and activities
               to WikiLeaks, arguably compromising national security. Chelsea, a transgender woman, had previously
               been sentenced to a 35-year sentence in a male military prison. The commutation decreased
               the time to a mere four months. This commutation, along with others, created considerable
               backlash, with Speaker Paul Ryan chastising Obama’s actions for leaving “in place a dangerous precedent that those
               who compromise our national security won’t be held accountable for their crimes.”
            

            
               Rod Blagojevich, the imprisoned former governor of Illinois, petitioned to receive a commutation
               from President Obama. The governor was imprisoned for attempting to receive bribes
               from people in 2008 for giving them say in who would replace Obama in the vacated
               U.S. Senate seat from Illinois. Blagojevich was sentenced to 15 years in prison. The
               president never formally acknowledged the petition to commute from Blagojevich, and
               the request was denied.
            

            
         

         
         	CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS (CBC)

         
         	
            An organization established during the 92nd Congress (1971–72) and joined by African
               American members of Congress. The organization’s stated purpose is to represent those
               with minimal voice in the U.S. political system. The group membership is exclusively
               African American. Its current chair is Representative Cedric Richmond (D-Louisiana).
               Some of the organization’s aims are to close achievement and opportunity gaps in education,
               assure quality health care, and keep a policy focus on unemployment and economic security for all Americans.
            

            
             In the 115th Congress (2017–18), there are 47 members of the CBC, 46 voting members
               and one nonvoting delegate from the Virgin Islands. Currently, all members are from
               the House of Representatives. Since the formation of the caucus in February 1971,
               there have only been six black senators, four of whom joined the CBC. The two black
               senators that were Republicans refrained from joining, while the remaining four Democratic senators all sat in the
               caucus at different times. Barack Obama served as the only Senate member from 2005
               to 2008.
            

            
             When Obama ran for president in 2008, he received overwhelming support from the African
               American community, including all members of the CBC. He maintained strong public
               support from African Americans when he ran for re-election in 2012, but many elected black leaders and members of the CBC criticized Obama and
               his lack of action, during his first term, to help poor African Americans and other
               economically disadvantaged Americans. Consistent with this criticism, media reporting
               after the 2012 elections noted that the income gap in the United States, or the difference
               in average income between the top 1 percent and the bottom 99 percent of wage earners,
               is at its highest level since the 1920s. The policies enacted in Obama’s first term
               that stopped the economic spiral known as the Great Recession appear to have disproportionately benefited the wealthy in the United States.
            

            
         

         
         	CONRAD, KENT (12 MARCH 1948–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic U.S. senator from North Dakota and a member of President Obama’s National Commission
               on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform. Conrad was born in Bismarck, North Dakota, and
               attended Stanford University before receiving an M.B.A. degree from George Washington
               University. After college, he worked as an assistant to Byron Dorgan, the North Dakota
               state tax commissioner. The two North Dakota men would later become Senate colleagues.
               Conrad took his turn as the North Dakota tax commissioner from 1980 until 1986. It
               was in 1986 that he decided to run for the Senate as a Democrat. Conrad won the Senate
               office on his first attempt and then did not run for reelection in 1992 because of
               a pledge to not seek reelection if the country’s financial house was not in order
               by the end of his first term. However, when a vacancy occurred in the Senate with
               the death of Quentin Burdick (D-North Dakota), Conrad ran and won the special election
               late in 1992. He comfortably won reelection in 1994 and was reelected to an additional
               two six-year terms before retiring in 2012. During his time in the Senate, Conrad
               held the powerful position of chair of the Senate Budget Committee from 2007 to 2012.
               In April 2006, he was selected by Time magazine as one of America’s 10 best senators.
            

            
            In a somewhat surprising move, Conrad endorsed Senator Barack Obama over Hillary Clinton (D-New York) in the 2008 Democratic presidential primary, which was considered a boon
               to the Obama campaign. Yet, when President Obama was trying to negotiate health-care
               reform in the 111th Congress (2009–11), Conrad was generally unsupportive. He strongly opposed any public option
               or a single-payer national health-care system. He was also critical of any reform
               that would potentially allow government health-care coverage for an abortion procedure.
               The opposition from Conrad, representing opposition from within the Democratic Party
               caucus, made reform all the more difficult for Obama. Members of the more liberal
               wing of the Democratic Party have consistently been frustrated by the public stances
               and voting record of Conrad, leading the American Federation of Labor and Congress
               of Industrial Organizations, the country’s largest labor union, to threaten to challenge
               him in the North Dakota party primary in 2012. It is not clear if this figured prominently
               in his decision to step down and not seek reelection.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

         
         	
            See CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCY.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCY

         
         	
            Officially known as the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), the agency was
               established in 2011 as part of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. Charged with regulating consumer protection in the financial sector, the CFPB’s
               jurisdiction includes banks, credit unions, securities firms, payday lenders, mortgage
               servicing operations, foreclosure relief services, debt collectors, and other financial
               companies.
            

            
             In 2011, Elizabeth Warren, then a Harvard Law School professor, was hired as a special consultant in charge of creating the CFPB and developing
               plans to successfully launch the initiative. Once the organization was established,
               President Obama sought to nominate Warren as the director of the bureau. However,
               Obama removed Warren as a nominee for the position after it became clear she would
               not be confirmed by Senate Republicans, who felt that she would too aggressively regulate the financial sector, which would
               stymie investment. Ohio State University treasurer Richard Cordray was nominated in
               her stead, yet this selection too met strong Republican opposition. In all, the Republican
               Party position was to decentralize power within the CFPB. On 4 January 2012, President
               Obama issued a recess appointment (an appointment while the Senate was in recess)
               and made Cordray the director of the CFPB through the end of 2013.
            

            
            In recent years, the Senate has attempted to prevent recess appointments, a practice
               that dates to the George Washington administration, by staying in pro forma session.
               This made the Obama appointment all the more controversial. Using a recess appointment
               to fill an executive branch vacancy while the Senate is technically not recessed opened
               the door for a legal challenge. The constitutionality of Cordray’s recess appointment
               was further complicated by a January 2013 ruling by the Appeals Court for the Washington,
               D.C., Circuit which held that three other similar recess appointments to the National
               Labor Relations Board were unconstitutional. Despite the controversy, but after considerable
               delay, Cordray’s appointment was confirmed by the Senate on 16 July 2013. In October
               2016, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia ruled on the constitutionality
               of the removal of the CFPB director. The circuit judge panel indicated that the president
               has the ability to remove the director at will, not needing cause. The ruling of the
               court essentially made the CFPB part of the executive branch bureaucracy. See also NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD V. NOEL CANNING.
            

            
         

         
         	CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY (CAFE) STANDARDS

         
         	
            Fuel economy standards established by Congress in 1975 to address the issue of automobile
               fuel efficiency. The standards require automakers to reach certain average fuel consumption
               levels for their entire fleet of vehicles sold in the United States. Legislation addressing
               CAFE standards is generally opposed by automakers, who argue that such government
               regulations are a violation of free market principles. The first national legislative
               change to CAFE standards since 1975 occurred in 2007 during the George W. Bush administration. President Bush signed the Energy Independent and Security Act (EISA),
               which increased the combined fuel efficiency standard for automakers to 35 miles per
               gallon by model year 2020. Since the EISA increase, the Obama administration announced
               two policy changes regarding fuel efficiency standards, one in 2009 and a second in
               2011.
            

            
            On 27 January 2009, President Obama directed the Department of Transportation to review
               the current law and to consider creating tougher average fuel efficiency standards.
               Then, on 27 March, the Obama administration announced that the new standards for the
               2011 models would be 27.3 miles per gallon, which was slightly lower than the standards
               set by President Bush in 2007. Although there was a slightly lower value for 2011,
               Obama announced that even higher benchmarks were being considered. With the coordination,
               cooperation, and agreement of multiple automotive leaders and Congress, the Obama
               administration determined that the industry should meet a CAFE average fuel efficiency
               standard of 35.5 miles per gallon by 2016, exceeding the protocol established in 2007.
            

            
            Then in late July 2011, in a further attempt to reduce dependence on foreign oil and
               to promote cleaner energy policies, President Obama announced the second phase of
               CAFE changes. These suggested policy changes would set fuel efficiency standards post-2016.
               In this instance, Obama announced that the average fuel economy standard for cars
               and light trucks should be 54.5 miles per gallon by 2025. Two months after taking
               office, President Donald Trump signed an executive order reviewing Obama-era fuel economy rules. This executive order was welcomed by the
               automotive industry, citing that the Environmental Protection Agency broke the agreement by accelerating emission standards without the completion of
               the policy review, which was to take place in 2018. See also CLIMATE CHANGE; VOLKSWAGEN EMISSIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	CRAPO, MICHAEL (20 MAY 1951–)

         
         	
            A Republican U.S. senator from Idaho who was highly critical of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and the  Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act   of 2010, voting against both bills.  Crapo was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho, and
               earned a B.A. from Brigham Young University in 1973 and a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1977. He served for one year as clerk for Judge   James M. Carter   on the   U.S.
               Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit before deciding to return to Idaho and practice
               law. After the death of his brother in 1982, Crapo was inspired to run for a seat
               in the Idaho Senate, where he was elected and served from 1984 until 1992. Crapo was
               then elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Idaho’s 2nd congressional district,
               serving from 1992 until 1998, when he was elected to the U.S. Senate and has been
               reelected to three additional six-year terms.
            

            
            Crapo consistently opposed President Obama’s policies, particularly in the health-care
               and gun control policy arenas. In addition, in the 113th Congress (2013–15), Crapo was part of a
               threatened filibuster that delayed Senate action on immigration reform. Also in the 113th Congress, Crapo worked to obstruct passage of legislation intended
               to extend low-interest student loans to eligible individuals seeking a college education. Still again, Crapo was instrumental
               in delaying the establishment of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. As the ranking minority member on the Senate Banking Committee, Crapo had the opportunity
               to delay creation of the bureau that was authorized under the 2010 Dodd-Frank bank regulation overhaul. In Roll Call, a publication that reports on congressional activity, Crapo was quoted as saying
               that he, and other Republicans, “still have concerns with the structural nature of
               the agency” and that “we continue to seek a change from the sole directorship to a
               board-like structure.” His opposition was instrumental in the two-year delay in Senate
               confirmation of a director for the agency.
            

            
         

         
         	CUBA

         
         	
            A communist country located in the northern Caribbean, off the coast of Florida, south
               of the Bahamas and north of Jamaica. In 1962, while under the leadership of Fidel Castro, the country was cut off from much of the Western world through economic sanctions.
               In the election of 2008, then-candidate Barack Obama promised to “pursue direct diplomacy”
               with Cuba, because the use of sanctions had not been successful in the attempt to
               change the behavior of the regime. Following his election, Obama loosened many travel
               restrictions and remittance policies between the two countries. Some of the lifted
               restrictions allowed Cuban Americans to send unlimited funds to relatives living in
               Cuba and allowed travel to Cuba by Americans for educational and religious reasons.
            

            
             In response to the United States’ loosening of policies, the leader of Cuba, Raúl
               Castro, began to liberalize government control of the island nation’s economy. By
               2014, it was estimated that the private sector employed 20 percent of the country’s
               workforce. The progress between the two countries led to Obama and Raúl Castro restoring
               diplomatic ties, and on 20 July 2015 the United States reopened its Havana embassy.
            

            
             On 22 March 2016, President Obama became the first sitting president to visit Cuba
               since 1929. With continued improvements in the liberalization of the Cuban economy,
               the United States started to allow unrestricted travel and economic investment in
               the country. On 31 August 2016, the first U.S. commercial flight in 50 years landed
               in Cuba. Following the election of Donald Trump, many Cubans wondered how the new president would view the newly improved relationship.
               Cubans did not have to wonder long because on 16 June 2017, Trump proposed returning
               to the times when travel between the two countries was severely limited, in addition
               to limiting which companies in Cuba can conduct business with the United States. At
               the same time, Trump directed Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to reiterate the United
               States’ opposition to lifting the United Nations embargo on Cuba until the nation
               does more to protect human rights. See also  GUANTANAMO BAY.
            

            
         

         
         	CYBERSECURITY

         
         	
            The measures and methods pertaining to the protection of a country’s information technology
               (IT) from criminal or unauthorized cyberattacks. Throughout the eight years of the
               Barack Obama administration, the United States has been subjected to numerous cyberattacks.
               Government entities that were targeted include the U.S. State Department, the White
               House, the U.S. Postal Service, the Office of Personnel Management, and the National
               Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
            

            
             On 9 July 2015, the Obama administration revealed that U.S. government computers
               were hacked and the personal information of 21.5 million individuals was taken. The
               hackers stole information including address, health and financial history, background
               check information on all government employees, social security numbers, and fingerprints.
               Analysis of the breach concluded that the attack originated in China. Cyberattacks continued during the presidential election of 2016. Multiple hacks were conducted on the Democratic National Committee (DNC), which
               exposed that Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz and her staff preferred Hillary Clinton over her competitor Bernie Sanders during the party’s nomination period. Following the election, it was determined that
               people in the Russian government were responsible for the attack and leak of the DNC e-mails. See also CLINTON E-MAIL SCANDAL; RUSSIAN HACKS.
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         	DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE

         
         	
            The Dakota Access Pipeline is one of two pipeline controversies that swirled during
               the Obama administration. The other controversial pipeline was the Keystone XL. The debate over pipeline construction and use pitted Native American and environmental
               groups against the business interests associated with oil delivery and pipeline construction.
               The debate became obviously partisan during the Obama administration, with members
               of the Democratic Party supporting those opposed to the pipelines and questioning their utility and necessity.
               Members of the Republican Party majorities in the 114th Congress cited job creation as the biggest reason to move construction forward. In September
               2016, near the end of Obama’s term in office, the U.S. Departments of Justice, Interior,
               and Army issued a joint statement to temporarily halt the project on land bordering
               or under the Lake Oahe reservoir that straddles North and South Dakota. Environmentalists
               and Native Americans were joined by some local landowners who were concerned about
               the government’s aggressive use of eminent domain to commandeer private lands for
               pipeline construction. There were protests at pipeline construction sites in North
               Dakota beginning in the spring of 2016, which drew indigenous people from throughout
               North America, creating the largest gathering of Native Americans in the past one
               hundred years.
            

            
            While the protests drew international publicity, there was limited mainstream media
               coverage of the events in the United States until early September 2016. It was when
               construction workers bulldozed a section of land that Native American officials had
               documented as a historic and sacred site that people began to pay closer attention
               to the protests. At one point protesters entered a secured area, and security workers
               used attack dogs to disperse them. This incident was caught on videotape and was viewed
               by several million people on social media websites. Then, in late October 2016, armed
               soldiers and police with riot gear and military equipment cleared an encampment of
               protestors that was directly in the proposed pipeline’s path. On 14 November 2016,
               the Army Corps of Engineers announced that they had determined that “additional discussion
               and analysis are warranted in light of the history of the Great Sioux Nation’s dispossessions
               of lands, the importance of Lake Oahe to the Tribe, our government-to-government relationship,
               and the statute governing easements through government property.” Business interests
               supporting the pipeline responded by criticizing the Obama administration for interfering
               and noted that the delay would add millions of dollars each month in costs, which
               could not be recovered. When President Donald Trump came into office in January 2017, he issued executive orders to have the construction project finished, which was accomplished in stages during
               the first half of 2017. To date, there have been a few minor leaks that were contained
               before the oil became a threat to public drinking water. See also STANDING ROCK INDIAN RESERVATION, NORTH DAKOTA.
            

         

         
         	DALEY, WILLIAM (9 AUGUST 1948–)

         
         	
            During the Obama presidency, William Daley served as White House chief of staff for
               a little over a year, from January 2011 to January 2012. Daley was born in Chicago, Illinois, the son of former Chicago mayor Richard J. Daley. His brother John P. Daley is a
               former member of the Illinois state legislature, and his other brother Richard M.
               Daley also served as Chicago mayor. William attended college at Loyola University
               in Chicago and graduated with a B.A. He also received an honorary law degree from
               John Marshall Law School. Daley practiced law with the firm Daley & George and was
               a member of the Advisory Council of Economic Opportunity from 1977 until 1980 during
               the Jimmy Carter administration. In 1993, he was appointed by President Bill Clinton to the board of Fannie Mae, the government new home lender, and served in this capacity
               until 1997. He also served as U.S. secretary of commerce in the Clinton administration
               from 1997 until 2000.
            

            
            In 2000, Daley resigned as commerce secretary to work full time on the unsuccessful
               2000 presidential campaign of Democrat Al Gore of Tennessee. In the 2008 presidential
               election, Daley was an early and vocal supporter of Senator Barack Obama. His early
               support during the Democratic Party primaries was considered important to Obama’s ultimate success in winning the party’s
               nomination. After Rahm Emanuel left the post of White House chief of staff to run for mayor of Chicago in 2011,
               Daley was named by Obama to fill the White House vacancy, and he served in this capacity
               until January 2012 when he stepped down suddenly. Obama was surprised by Daley’s resignation,
               which occurred after Daley had returned from a vacation. Daley’s stated reason was
               to return to his beloved hometown of Chicago and spend more time with his family,
               especially his grandchildren. Yet, on 30 July 2013, Daley filed paperwork and was
               a candidate for the 2014 Democratic Party nomination to become governor of Illinois.
               On 16 September 2014, he made a surprise announcement and exited the governor’s race
               as well, citing the personal hardships associated with running for public office.
            

         

         
         	DASCHLE, TOM (9 DECEMBER 1947–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic U.S. senator from South Dakota who served as Senate majority and
               minority leader on several different occasions during his time in Congress. Daschle
               was President-Elect Barack Obama’s initial choice to be health and human services
               secretary in 2008. He withdrew his name from consideration in February 2009 after
               it was reported that he had misrepresented his income for the purpose of paying less
               income tax. Given the Democratic Party majority in the Senate, Daschle would certainly have been confirmed to serve in the
               cabinet position. He stated, however, that he did not want to be a distraction to
               President Obama’s agenda.
            

            
            Daschle was born and raised in Aberdeen, South Dakota, and graduated from South Dakota
               State University with a B.A. in 1969. After college, Daschle served as an intelligence
               officer in the U.S. Air Force until 1972. His political career began in 1978 when
               he ran for South Dakota’s at-large seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, winning
               the race by a margin of only 139 votes. He served four two-year terms in the House
               before winning a seat in 1986 to serve in the U.S. Senate. Again, it was a tight electoral
               contest for the Democrat in Republican-leaning South Dakota. In the Senate race, he
               defeated incumbent Republican James Abdnor. He was elected by his Senate colleagues
               to become the Democratic minority leader in 1994.
            

            
            Daschle served in the Senate until 2004, when he was defeated for reelection. The
               defeat marked the first time since 1952 that a Senate party leader lost a bid for
               reelection. Shortly after the 2008 election, Obama nominated Daschle to the post of
               secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, a position that would be
               at the forefront in any attempt to reform the nation’s health-care system. The need
               to pull Daschle’s name from consideration because of the tax matter was a source of
               embarrassment for Obama just after being elected president. In television interviews,
               President-Elect Obama was forced to admit that he had made a mistake in backing Daschle.
               Daschle in 2017 is employed by a law firm that performs lobbying services in the nation’s
               capital.
            

         

         
         	DEBT CEILING CRISES

         
         	
            The debt ceiling is the statutory maximum amount of national debt that the U.S. government can carry at any point in time. The country reached the
               debt ceiling in 2011, during Obama’s first term in office, and then again in the fall
               of 2013. The second crisis in 2013 began when the United States reached the debt ceiling
               of $16.394 trillion, which had been enacted following the crisis of 2011. Under U.S.
               law, the government can only spend money if it has sufficient funds. These funds come
               from either revenue—first among these is the income tax—or by borrowing money, which is accomplished when the Treasury Department sells government
               bonds or treasury bills. The debt limit does not directly limit spending by Congress
               but restricts the amount of money that the Treasury can borrow to finance the programs
               that have already been enacted by Congress. When reaching the debt ceiling, if Congress
               does not pass an increase in the debt limit, the government theoretically will default
               on interest payments and must delay spending, which can cause a shutdown of government
               services. Every year since 2001, the government has spent more than it has taken in,
               and Congress has needed to vote to raise the debt limit. If this is done before the
               ceiling is reached, it is a fairly routine legislative matter, but when there is a
               delay, as occurred in 2011 and 2013, it can become a raucous partisan issue.
            

            
            In 2011, the Republican Party, and more specifically the Tea Party faction of the Republican Party, in both chambers of Congress refused to support
               an increase in the debt limit without a plan in place to reduce the national debt.
               A debt ceiling crisis occurred as a result of the ensuing debate about ways to decrease
               debt. Republican members of Congress argued for large reductions in government spending,
               while Democrats favored an increase in taxes on the wealthy. President Obama proposed a balanced
               approach that included both spending cuts and tax increases. On 31 July 2011, a complex
               deal was reached that resolved the initial crisis. The debt ceiling increased, but
               Democrats and President Obama had to agree to reduce proposed increases in government
               spending. Following passage in the House and Senate, President Obama signed the Budget
               Control Act of 2011 on 2 August.
            

            
            Although an agreement was ultimately reached, three days later on 5 August, the credit-rating
               agency Standard & Poor’s (S&P) downgraded the credit rating of U.S. government bonds
               for the first time in the country’s history. The S&P explained in a press release
               that the downgrade “reflects our view that the effectiveness, stability, and predictability
               of American policymaking and political institutions have weakened at a time of ongoing
               fiscal and economic challenges” and that “we have changed our view on the difficulties
               in bridging the gulf between the political parties over fiscal policy, which makes
               us pessimistic about the capacity of Congress and the Administration to be able to
               leverage their agreement . . . into a broader fiscal consolidation plan to stabilize
               the government’s debt dynamics any time soon.” With the resulting downgrade, stock markets in the United States and around the world plummeted, with the Dow Jones Industrial
               Average in the United States plunging 635 points (5.6 percent) in one day.
            

            
            In 2013, Treasury Secretary Jack Lew made it perfectly clear throughout the first
               half of the year that the country would reach another debt ceiling sometime in October.
               Members of the Republican Party in Congress opposed raising the debt ceiling without additional spending cuts. The
               U.S. Treasury was forced to take extraordinary measures to maintain solvency. The
               crisis ended on 17 October 2013, with the passing of the Continuing Appropriations
               Act of 2014. In 2017, the 2014 legislation will expire, and debate continues about
               the use of the debt ceiling in negotiations regarding government spending.
            

         

         
         	DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT (DOMA)

         
         	
            A 1996 federal law designed to give states the right to refuse to recognize same-sex
               marriages that had been performed in another state. In addition, the legislation,
               passed during the Bill Clinton administration, defined marriage as a union between a man and a woman. In 2013, the
               Supreme Court ruled that Section 3 of the act was unconstitutional after a legal challenge
               from the Barack Obama administration. Section 3 had codified that the national government
               would not recognize homosexual marriages approved in any of the American states.
            

            
             There has been much controversy surrounding DOMA since it was signed into law in
               1996. Legal experts and political leaders have questioned its constitutionality and
               have stated that it violates the full faith and credit clause of the U.S. Constitution,
               which holds that one state must accept the legal actions of another state. For instance,
               the full faith and credit clause has been used to justify that a marriage or divorce
               in one state is legally binding in another. Since the inception of DOMA, Republicans
               have been most likely to endorse the legislation. Republican president George W. Bush, for example, supported the law and had language inserted in the 2000 Republican Party platform that specifically endorsed the law. In 2004, when Bush was running for reelection,
               he went even further and supported a new constitutional amendment to restrict marriage
               to heterosexual couples, because he feared that DOMA was vulnerable to a legal challenge.
               Once reelected, however, President Bush refused to lobby on behalf of a constitutional
               amendment.
            

            
             In the 2008 election, then-senator Barack Obama endorsed a repeal of DOMA as well as a repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, another piece of legislation passed during the Clinton administration that had punitive
               consequences for homosexuals. Interestingly, and although Obama endorsed a repeal
               of DOMA during his run for office, on 12 June 2009 the Justice Department under his
               direction issued a brief defending the constitutionality of DOMA in the case of Smelt v. United States. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) lobbying groups were angry with the Obama administration’s action and demanded the
               president proceed with his promise during the campaign to repeal the law. Perhaps
               caving to interest group pressures, on 23 February 2011, Attorney General Eric Holder,
               acting on behalf of the Obama administration, released a statement regarding DOMA.
               The statement read, “The President has concluded that given a number of factors, including
               a documented history of discrimination, classifications based on sexual orientation
               should be subject to a more heightened standard of scrutiny. The President also concluded
               that Section 3 of DOMA, as applied to legally married same-sex couples, fails to meet
               that standard and is therefore unconstitutional . . . the President has instructed
               the Department not to defend the statute in such cases.”
            

            
             In December 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a writ of certiorari to hear the
               case United States v. Windsor, which challenged the constitutionality of DOMA. The case was argued on 27 March
               2013, a day after another case challenged the legality of Proposition 8, the California state constitutional amendment that prohibited gay marriage. On 26 June 2013, the Supreme Court struck down California Proposition 8 and Section
               3 of DOMA. The Defense of Marriage Act case was decided by a 5–4 vote on the Court,
               with Justice Anthony Kennedy writing the majority opinion. He was joined in the majority by Associate Justices
               Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Elena Kagan, and Sonya Sotomayor. Specifically, the opinion of the Court was that Section 3 of DOMA violated the guarantee
               of “equal protection” under the Fifth Amendment’s due process clause. This has been
               considered a major accomplishment for the LGBT community in its attempts to gain civil
               rights protection. In a dissenting opinion, Associate Justice Antonin Scalia disagreed with the majority and referred to the majority opinion as “argle-bargle.”
               President Obama subsequently hailed the decision as a “victory for American democracy.”
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 2004, BOSTON, MA

         
         	
            The 2004 Democratic Party’s presidential nominating convention occurred in Boston, Massachusetts, from 26 to
               29 July. The delegates at the convention nominated Senator John Kerry (Massachusetts) for president and Senator John Edwards (North Carolina) for vice president. The featured keynote speech was given by state
               senator Barack Obama on 27 July, who at the time was a candidate for a U.S. Senate
               seat from Illinois. In his speech, Obama set the tone for the Democratic Party’s platform
               and echoed the messages of Edwards’s “Two Americas” speech, which stressed the distinction
               that exists between the wealthy and others in American society. Obama also stressed
               a united America, one that is not “red” (Republican) or “blue” (Democrat). The speech was well received by viewers that night, and when
               the media covered the speech over subsequent news cycles, many in the United States
               came to know Barack Obama and to judge him favorably. Pundits have argued that his
               speech at the convention aided his landslide victory in the 2004 Illinois Senate race.
               The speech also established Obama as a rising star in the Democratic Party. Almost
               immediately, members of the mass media began to speculate about a future presidential
               run for Obama.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 2008, DENVER, CO

         
         	
            The presidential nominating convention of the Democratic Party which occurred in Denver, Colorado, from 25 to 28 August 2008 at the Pepsi Center,
               an indoor sports arena. In the modern era, it has become commonplace during the presidential
               primary season for one candidate to take a clear lead and become the presumptive nominee
               long before the party convention makes the nomination official. However, in the Democratic
               Party primary elections in 2008, the party was divided between Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton until less than three months before the convention. Both candidates ran in every
               Democratic primary and caucus, the contests used to determine who state delegates
               will pledge to support at the convention. After the last primaries were held, in Montana
               and South Dakota, Obama had a slight lead over Clinton, and she suspended her campaign
               on 7 June 2008, endorsing Obama in an effort to unify the party going into the national
               party convention.
            

            
            In an effort to mend a relationship that had been strained by a vigorously fought
               party primary process, Obama encouraged Clinton to have delegates pledged to her announce
               their preference as a symbolic gesture and to signify her accomplishment as a woman presidential candidate. No woman had ever competed for president as late into the
               election season as Clinton. Senator Clinton agreed but went a step further, and during
               the convention roll call of the states she halted the voting and motioned for delegates,
               by acclamation, to select Obama as the party’s standard-bearer. On 27 August 2008,
               it became official that Barack Obama was going to be the Democratic Party candidate,
               and Joe Biden accepted the nomination as vice president the same evening. With considerable pageantry,
               on 28 August, conventioneers met in an open-air football stadium in Denver, Colorado,
               and Obama accepted the nomination. A record crowd of 84,000 people witnessed Obama
               become the first-ever African American major party candidate for president of the
               United States.
            

            
            Throughout the convention, many notable Democrats gave speeches, including former
               president Jimmy Carter, Caroline Kennedy, former president Bill Clinton, and Senators John Kerry, Al Gore, and Dick Durbin. One controversy that caused problems leading up to the convention was the issue
               of Florida and Michigan delegates. Both states had moved their presidential primaries
               to January 2008 in an attempt to have a greater say in the party nomination process.
               The move was in violation of Democratic Party rules, and the party stripped both states
               of their delegates. With the removal of delegates, and as a show of support for the
               national party organization, Democratic Party presidential candidates Joe Biden, Barack
               Obama, Bill Richardson, and John Edwards all removed their names from the primary ballots in the two states. Only Hillary
               Clinton’s name remained, which meant that she won both primaries but had no delegates
               to show for the victories. During the controversy, Clinton spoke out and tried to
               get the national party organization to reconsider and allow the two states to send
               delegates to the convention. In May 2008, the Democratic Party Rules Committee decided
               to let the delegates attend but insisted that each delegate would have only half a
               vote at the convention. This was still not enough votes to give Clinton the delegate
               lead, and it is not clear how the states would have voted if the other candidates
               had appeared on the ballot. By the beginning of August and with the nomination all
               but secure, Obama asked the party rules committee to restore the full voting rights
               to the two state delegations. On 24 August, the committee agreed and restored Florida
               and Michigan voting rights, which in the end was little more than a symbolic gesture.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 2012, CHARLOTTE, NC

         
         	
            The presidential nominating convention of the Democratic Party in 2012, which was held in Charlotte, North Carolina, from 4 to 6 September. Without
               a party primary challenger, President Obama was the foregone winner of the party nominating
               contest, which culminates with the party convention. Joe Biden was also renominated for the position of vice president. All three days of the convention
               were held at the Time Warner Cable Arena, although the original schedule called for
               the last day to be held at an outdoor football stadium as was the case at the Democratic National Convention in 2008. With the threat of a thunderstorm, the events were moved back inside to the smaller
               Time Warner Cable venue. Many in the media questioned the move, suggesting it may
               not have been the weather, but instead the Democrats feared they could not fill the
               72,000 seats at the outdoor stadium. Many of Obama’s rallies in the 2012 campaign
               failed to bring in the numbers that he had seen during the 2008 election cycle. Not
               filling the seats at a widely televised event might be a public relations problem
               for the campaign.
            

            
            During the convention, many notable Democrats gave speeches, including but not limited
               to Harry Reid, Nancy Pelosi, former president Jimmy Carter, Kathleen Sebelius, Arne Duncan, and Sandra Fluke. On the opening night, Michelle Obama gave the final speech focusing on love and respect for her husband, the strength
               of the American spirit, and the need to support those who serve in the military. President
               Obama was nominated by Bill Clinton on the last night of the convention. Former president Clinton was arguably at his
               best, showing respect for Republicans and Republican ideals while dissecting their policy prescriptions as out of touch and badly mistaken.
               His words regarding the solution to the country’s economic woes carried extra weight
               because of the success his administration had in balancing the nation’s budget. After
               the speech, Barack Obama was unanimously approved by the 5,556 delegates in attendance.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 2016, PHILADELPHIA, PA

         
         	
            The event was held at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia from 25 to 28 July of
               2016. The nominating convention ultimately chose former secretary of state Hillary Clinton as the Democratic Party presidential nominee and Senator Tim Kaine from Virginia as the vice-presidential
               candidate. President Obama’s wife, Michelle Obama, gave a stirring speech on the first night of the convention that critics roundly
               applauded as exceptional for both delivery and content. President Obama and Vice President
               Joe Biden were headline speakers on the third day of the convention.
            

            
               In one of the last major speeches of his presidency, President Obama strongly endorsed
               Clinton as the nominee. He stated that “there has never been a man or woman more qualified
               than Hillary Clinton.”   Obama contrasted Clinton’s hopeful view of America with that
               of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, which the president referred to as “pessimistic.” He went on to argue that Trump
               was unqualified for the office of the president and took exception to Trump’s use
               of fear tactics to try and get elected. Some commentators noted that President Obama’s
               speech came off as defensive, while others noted that the speech was full of optimism.
               After the president completed his speech, Hillary Clinton appeared on the stage for
               the first time at the convention, and she embraced her   2008 Democratic Party primary
               opponent.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC PARTY

         
         	
            One of the two major political parties in the United States since the country’s Civil
               War in the mid-19th century. Historically, the party’s reputation has varied; once
               the party of slave owners, today the party is identified as pro-labor, pro-minority,
               and as the more progressive of the two major political parties in the United States.
               The party’s name dates to the 1830s, and the organization was previously known as
               the Democratic-Republicans or Jeffersonian Republicans. To date, 18 presidents have
               carried the label Democrat. The last president before Barack Obama was Bill Clinton, who served two terms from 1993 to 2001. In the 2008 presidential election, Barack
               Obama took back the presidency for the Democrats by defeating Republican candidate
               John McCain. In the legislative elections held concurrently with the presidential contest, Democrats
               increased their majorities in both the House and the Senate.
            

            
               A stamp containing the Democratic Party’s symbol, a donkey.

               

            

            The party lost control of the House two years later in the 2010 midterm elections, while retaining majority control of the Senate. In 2012, Democrat Barack Obama won
               a second term as president by defeating Republican Mitt Romney. With party control of only a few seats changing in the 2012 election cycle, the
               Democrats remained the minority party in the House and the majority party in the Senate.
               In the midterm elections of 2014, the Democratic Party lost majority control of the upper chamber and additional seats
               in the House of Representatives. Barack Obama was faced with trying to lead the nation
               with little or no support from either chamber of Congress, which greatly compromised
               his ability to get anything done legislatively.
            

            
            It is common, today, for people to recognize the Democratic Party as a supporter of
               a strong national government in regard to economic policies such as regulating business
               and social services for the poor, the unemployed, and the aged. In social policy,
               the party stresses less government involvement and the protection of civil liberties
               and civil rights. Given the common lexicon, the party is considered more “liberal”
               than the Republican Party. By default, President Obama was considered more liberal than opposing Republicans.
               However, it was not uncommon for Barack Obama to often take very moderate or even
               conservative policy positions, especially in the foreign policy arena, which caused
               dissent within Democratic Party ranks and led many liberals and or progressives to
               become less supportive of his presidency. See also GRIDLOCK.
            

         

         
         	DODD, CHRISTOPHER (27 MAY 1944–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic U.S. senator from Connecticut who ran for president in 2008 against Barack Obama.
               In 2010, Dodd was instrumental in the passage of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, legislation supported by President Obama. Dodd was born in Willimantic, Connecticut,
               and attended Providence College, graduating with a B.A. in English literature in 1966.
               He joined the Peace Corps before enrolling at the University of Louisville Law School,
               where he received a J.D. in 1972.
            

            
            Dodd was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Connecticut’s 2nd congressional
               district in 1975 and served three two-year terms before running for and winning a
               U.S. Senate seat from Connecticut in 1980. He was reelected to four additional six-year
               terms but did not seek reelection in 2010. Dodd attempted to become the Senate minority
               leader in 1994 but lost the party competition to Tom Daschle (South Dakota). Dodd served as general chair of the Democratic National Committee
               (DNC) and as such was the DNC spokesperson from 1995 until 1997. He briefly considered
               running for president in 2004. In the 2008 campaign, he dropped out of the race quite
               early in the election cycle. Many people considered Dodd to be the odds-on favorite
               to be selected as the vice-presidential candidate for Senator John Kerry (Massachusetts)
               in the 2004 presidential election campaign.
            

            
            Dodd was a key player in Barack Obama’s success in the 111th Congress (2009–11). He figured prominently in the passage of several important pieces of economic
               legislation, which prompted a pullback from the Great Recession and initiated macroeconomic recovery. Specifically, he has been acknowledged for
               his role in the passing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, or stimulus legislation, in 2009. Dodd was instrumental in making sure the legislation
               restricted bonuses for executives from companies that received relief funds under
               the Troubled Asset Relief Program. Dodd was heavily involved in the passage of the Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility,
               and Disclosure Act of 2009, which requires credit card companies to give customers
               at least 45 days’ notice of an interest rate increase. Dodd’s signature legislative
               achievement in the 111th Congress, however, occurred when he and Representative Barney
               Frank (D-Massachusetts) sponsored and saw through to law the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
               Reform and Consumer Protection Act in 2010. The legislation provides for a series
               of new regulations of the banking and financial sectors, which, arguably, were responsible
               for the economic collapse that occurred in 2007–08.
            

            
            After retiring from the Senate, Dodd became the chief executive officer of the Motion
               Picture Association of America. In 2014, Dodd received the Media Institute’s Freedom
               of Speech Award, and in 2016 he received an award from the United Friends of the Children,
               a charitable organization, in recognition of his work on behalf of children while
               serving in the Senate.
            

         

         
         	DODD-FRANK WALL STREET REFORM AND CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT

         
         	DODD-FRANK ACT

         
         	
            These changes in financial regulation were signed into law by President Barack Obama
               on 21 July 2010 and are considered to be a landmark legislative achievement by many
               contemporary students of legislative politics in the United States. The legislation
               was prompted by the financial crisis that befell the country in 2007–08 before Obama
               became president. The Great Recession, which followed the collapse of key financial institutions in 2008, was still salient
               in the summer of 2010, which made passage of these reforms more possible. In the 115th
               Congress (2017–18), Republican leaders in both chambers of Congress and President
               Donald Trump have openly expressed contempt for some aspects of the legislation commonly known
               as Dodd-Frank.
            

            
             Senator Christopher Dodd (D-Connecticut) and Representative Barney Frank (D-Massachusetts) are the two primary sponsors of the legislation, which provides
               consumer protections, regulation of financial markets, a consolidation of regulatory
               agencies, and a new consumer protection agency. From the preamble to the legislation,
               we learn that the purpose of the law is “to promote the financial stability of the
               United States by improving accountability and transparency in the financial system,
               to end ‘too big to fail,’ to protect the American taxpayer by ending bailouts, to
               protect consumers from abusive financial services practices, and for other purposes.”
               Opponents of the reforms argue that the new regulations have stifled investment opportunities,
               which have prevented the country’s economy from growing at a faster rate. Although
               very early in President Obama’s first term in office the country began to pull out
               of the Great Recession, his critics claimed that recovery would have been much quicker
               if not for the burdensome regulations associate with the Dodd-Frank legislation.
            

         

         
         	DONOVAN, SHAUN L. S. (24 JANUARY 1966–)

         
         	
            The U.S. secretary of housing and urban development (HUD) in the Barack Obama administration.
               Donovan was born in New York City and attended Harvard University, earning a B.A.
               in 1987. He also received a master’s in public administration from Harvard University
               and a master’s of architecture from the Harvard Graduate School of Design. In the
               Bill Clinton administration, Donovan served as deputy assistant secretary for Multifamily Housing
               at HUD. Later, in 2004, he became the commissioner of the New York City Department
               of Housing Preservation and Development.
            

            
            Donovan was known as a tireless campaigner during Barack Obama’s first run for the
               presidency in 2008. As such, he was rewarded by being nominated to fill the cabinet
               post at HUD in 2009. Because Donovan worked for HUD previously, even serving early
               in the George W. Bush administration, he was deemed easily qualified for the position and was confirmed
               by a unanimous vote in the Senate. During Barack Obama’s first term in office, Donovan
               was influential in the passing of legislation to combat the housing crisis brought
               on by the Great Recession, including the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. In Obama’s second term, Donovan continued to serve as secretary of HUD.
               Then, in May of 2014, he was nominated to serve as director of the Office of Management
               and Budget (OMB) and was confirmed by a vote of 75–22 and sworn into office in August
               of 2014 by Vice President Joe Biden acting as president of the Senate. His efforts at the OMB to produce a combination
               of budget cuts and tax increases, in an effort to balance the budget, were routinely
               cast aside by Republican majorities in both chambers of Congress during the 114th Congress (2015–16).
            

         

         
         	DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL

         
         	
            The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) guiding principle was the official U.S. policy
               on homosexuals in the military from 1993 to 2011. The policy was negated by the Don’t
               Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010. The original policy was put in place by President
               Bill Clinton as a compromise to allow all individuals to serve in the U.S. military regardless
               of sexual orientation, provided the soldier stayed in the proverbial closet. The policy
               prohibited discrimination and harassment of closeted homosexuals or bisexual service
               members; however, the military was able to prevent, ban, and discharge homosexual
               individuals from military service if they openly acknowledged they were gay. More
               specifically, the old policy prohibited any homosexual or bisexual individual from
               disclosing their sexual orientation and speaking about any issues regarding homosexuality,
               such as civil unions, same-sex marriages, or civil rights for homosexuals while serving
               in the military.
            

            
            With public attitudes about homosexuals changing, then-senator Barack Obama advocated
               for full repeal of the law during his 2008 presidential campaign. However, two weeks
               after his successful election, President-Elect Obama changed course temporarily. After
               he had conferred with his Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Pentagon, the president announced
               that the process for repeal would have to wait until 2010. On 2 March 2010, the secretary
               of defense in the Obama administration, Robert Gates, organized a working group to conduct a study of the impact of a full repeal of DADT.
               In addition to determining the effect of a full repeal, the working group was tasked
               with recommending appropriate procedural changes in the event of rescindment. After
               a comprehensive study of all branches of the military, the working group reported
               its results on 30 November 2010. The study suggested that a repeal of the DADT policy
               would result in a low risk of disruption to the military and its service members.
               The Defense Authorization Act bill, which included language to repeal the DADT policy,
               was passed by the House on 15 December 2010 and by the Senate three days later. The
               Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy was officially abolished when President Obama signed
               the new law on 22 December 2010, although there was no immediate action taken.
            

            
            Beginning in February 2011, military personnel began to go through training that would
               prepare them for the repeal of the DADT policy. All training and other requirements
               laid out in the legislation were met by 22 July 2011, at which time President Obama,
               the new secretary of defense Leon Panetta, and Joint Chiefs of Staff admiral Mike Mullen sent the certification to Congress announcing full implementation of the repeal of
               DADT to take place on 20 September 2011. Today, homosexual and bisexual soldiers are
               allowed to openly serve in the U.S. military, although in the summer of 2017 President
               Donald Trump indicated to his Twitter followers that there was going to be a ban on transgender
               individuals serving in the military. See also LGBT.
            

         

         
         	DREAM ACT

         
         	
            The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act was a legislative
               initiative originally proposed by Senators Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) and Orrin Hatch (R-Idaho) in 2001. The legislation, which has never
               passed Congress, was considered on numerous occasions during the Barack Obama administration.
               Under the proposed DREAM Acts, children who were brought to the United States by their
               parents would find an easier path to U.S. citizenship if they met certain conditions,
               such as graduating from college or serving in the military, while staying out of trouble
               with the law. Various versions of the bill have been introduced and defeated in both
               the House and Senate in every Congress since the 108th (2003–05).
            

            
            President Obama came under criticism from parts of the Hispanic community in the United
               States during the 2012 presidential campaign for his failure to pass some version
               of the DREAM Act during his first term in office. This was particularly troubling
               for candidate Obama, because the Hispanic community was a source of significant support
               in his successful 2008 presidential bid. Despite supporting several measures aimed
               at immigration reform during his first term, the failure to produce reform cast doubt
               on whether Obama would receive the same level of support from Hispanics in the 2012
               election. In order to address the potential shortfall of support, the president, in
               the summer of 2012, issued several executive orders aimed at addressing discrimination against the country’s Hispanic population. These
               actions were perceived by some to be politically motivated, but nonetheless they had
               the effect of increasing his support in the Hispanic community at a crucial time in
               the campaign. The campaign was also aided by several missteps by prominent Republican Party candidates in the 2012 election cycle that were perceived by some as anti-immigrant.
            

            
            By the end of the Obama administration, the national government still had failed to
               pass any form of comprehensive immigration reform. Importantly, some of the American states, such as California and Illinois, have
               taken legislative matters into their own hands and passed versions of the DREAM Act.
               Historically, immigration policy has been the purview of the national government,
               and state action was unlikely. Arguably, the states have become more involved in immigration
               policy in recent years because of the failure of Congress and the president during
               the Obama years to successfully produce immigration reform legislation. Chances of
               “DREAM” legislation passing at the national government level has been dealt a further
               setback by virtue of the anti-immigrant policy positions espoused by President Donald Trump.
            

         

         
         	DRONE

         
         	
            A remote-controlled unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) that can be used for a variety of
               purposes, including surveillance and military attack operations. UAVs allow real-time
               human control of an aircraft in multiple theaters while the pilot is in a remote location.
               Military drones have been the focus of a contested debate during the Barack Obama
               administration. Many have ethical questions about the use of drones in 21st-century
               warfare. Among the largest concerns is the potential for indiscriminate killing of
               nonmilitary actors, and in April 2012 President Obama came under intense scrutiny
               from the media and the public, including members of his own political party, for his
               extensive use of drones and his willingness to target and kill American citizens abroad.
               During the Obama years, drones, such as the MQ-9 Reaper and MQ-1 Predator, have been
               used to kill high-profile terrorist targets in the Middle East and in North and East
               Africa. Terrorists such as Ilyas Kashmiri and Anwar al-Awlaki (an American citizen) have been targeted and killed by drone
               attacks.
            

            
               Artist rendering of a drone firing a laser-guided missile.

               

            

            To date, the White House has approved the use of drones in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, and the Libyan conflict. The drone program, as a means of combating terrorism, was initiated in
               the George W. Bush administration, but their use increased considerably during the Obama years. Compared
               to President Bush, President Obama authorized approximately five times more drone
               strikes. During the Bush administration, drone attacks were carried out about every
               43 days, whereas during the Obama administration there was a drone attack nearly every
               four days.
            

         

         
         	DUNCAN, ARNE (6 NOVEMBER 1964–)

         
         	
            The secretary of education in the Obama administration. Duncan was born in Chicago, Illinois, and attended the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools and transferred to Harvard
               University where he received a B.A. in 1987. In college, Duncan played basketball
               and was named a first-team Academic All-American. He also played basketball professionally
               overseas from 1987 until 1991.
            

            
            In 1992, Duncan was appointed director of the Ariel Education Initiative, which mentored
               children in one of Chicago’s worst-performing elementary schools. In 1999, he was
               appointed deputy chief of staff for Paul Vallas, the chief executive officer (CEO)
               of the Chicago Public Schools (CPS). He was later appointed to serve as CEO of the
               CPS in June 2001 by Mayor Richard M. Daley. On 20 January 2009, Duncan was confirmed
               by the Senate as President Obama’s first secretary of education. As secretary, Duncan
               initiated the “Race to the Top” program in 2009, a contest intended to spur innovative reforms in state school systems
               across the country. The program was initially limited to state government but was
               later opened up to local school districts.
            

            
               On 2 October 2015, Duncan announced he would step down from his cabinet post at
               the close of 2015. President Obama chose as his successor John King Jr. At the time of his resignation, President Obama praised Duncan for his service and
               stated, “Arne has done more to bring our educational system—sometimes kicking and
               screaming—into the 21st century than anybody else.” His time as secretary of education
               was not without controversy, though. Secretary Duncan’s support for Common Core State
               Standards for proficiency in English and mathematics had detractors. Specifically,
               his critics were those who value less government involvement in education, or in policy
               specifics generally. Today, Duncan works for the University of Chicago as a distinguished
               senior fellow at the Harris School of Public Policy.
            

         

         
         	DURBIN, DICK (21 NOVEMBER 1944–)

         
         	
            A Democratic U.S. senator from Illinois and a staunch supporter of the policies of
               President Barack Obama. Durbin was born in East St. Louis, Illinois, and attended
               Georgetown University, where he received a B.S. from the School of Foreign Services
               in 1966. While in college, Durbin was an intern for U.S. senator Paul Douglas (D-Illinois).
               He later earned a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1969. Durbin practiced
               law in Springfield, Illinois, from 1969 until 1982.
            

            
            Durbin tried to enter politics in 1976 but was unsuccessful in his attempt to win
               a seat in the Illinois state senate. Then, in 1978, he unsuccessfully ran for lieutenant
               governor of the state against Republican incumbent Jim Thompson. After these unsuccessful
               campaigns, he took a position at Southern Illinois University as a professor in the
               School of Medicine while continuing his law practice. In 1982, Durbin was finally
               successful in his bid to enter politics, winning a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives,
               defeating twenty-two-year incumbent Paul Findley in a surprise victory. He was reelected
               to six additional two-year terms before running in the 1996 election for a U.S. Senate
               seat from Illinois. In this instance, he defeated future Illinois governor Pat Quinn
               in the Democratic Party primary and Republican Al Salvi in the general election.
            

            
            Durbin was the Senate minority whip from 2005 until 2007 and became the Senate majority
               whip when his party took majority control of the upper chamber following the 2006
               midterm elections. In 2008, shortly after the arrest of Illinois governor Rod Blagojevich, Durbin called for the Illinois state senate to pass legislation that would establish
               an election to decide who would fill the U.S. Senate vacancy created by newly elected
               President Barack Obama. Blagojevich would later appoint Roland Burris to the seat. Durbin played a prominent role in both the 2008 and 2012 Democratic National Conventions with rousing speeches in support of Obama’s presidential bids. There was a controversy
               involving Durbin in 2013. The ranking Illinois senator claimed that a Republican Party House leader had made derogatory comments about President Obama during budget talks,
               which made negotiations with the Republican Party impossible. The comment was denied
               and never substantiated. Durbin was reelected to the Senate in the 2014 Midterm Elections and was chosen as the Democratic Party minority whip for the 115th Congress (2017–18)
               following the 2016 general election.
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         	EARNEST, JOSH RYAN HENRY (22 JANUARY 1975–)

         
         	
            The White House press secretary for President Barack Obama from the end of May 2014
               to the end of his presidency in January 2017. Earnest was born and raised in Kansas
               City, Missouri. In 1997, he graduated from Rice University with a B.A. in political
               science and policy studies. Upon graduating, he went to work for Lee Brown in the
               1997 Houston mayoral election and then on to Michael Bloomberg’s first campaign to
               become the mayor of New York City. In 2002, he began his work in the nation’s capital
               as communications director for Robert Marion Berry, a House member from Arkansas.
               After working on Capitol Hill for one year, Earnest transitioned to the Democratic
               National Committee and worked there from 2003 to 2006. In 2006, he became the communications
               director for Jim Davis during his campaign for governor of Florida.
            

            
            Following the 2006 election, Earnest moved to work on Tom Vilsack’s 2008 presidential
               campaign. However, with Vilsack’s campaign failing to move forward, he transitioned
               to Barack Obama’s first presidential campaign as the communications director for the
               state of Iowa. Following the Iowa caucus victory, he became the communications director
               for several other primary contests throughout the country. Upon Obama’s clinching
               the Democratic Party nomination, Earnest began work as the campaign’s deputy communications director.
               During President Obama’s first term in office, Earnest served as the deputy press
               secretary under Robert Gibbs as well as the principal deputy White House press secretary and chief of staff to
               Jay Carney. Following the resignation of Jay Carney, President Obama named Earnest to become
               the White House press secretary, and he served in this position until the end of Obama’s
               term in office. Early in 2017, Earnest took a position as a political analyst for
               NBC News.
            

         

         
         	EBOLA

         
         	
            Early in 2014, there was an outbreak of Ebola in West African nation-states, which
               caused considerable public consternation around the world. The Barack Obama administration
               played a leading role in responding to the health crisis by acting quickly and providing
               considerable resources to prevent the spread of the disease. In October 2014, the
               White House released the following statement: “Here’s the bottom line. Patients can
               beat this disease. And we can beat this disease. But we have to stay vigilant. We
               have to work together at every level—federal, state and local. And we have to keep
               leading the global response, because the best way to stop this disease, the best way
               to keep Americans safe, is to stop it at its source—in West Africa.” Efforts to contain
               the disease were largely successful at home, and there were only 12 reported cases
               in the United States. Of these 12 cases, 10 of those infected survived. In 2015, the
               World Health Organization put out a statement which suggested that because of U.S.-led
               containment efforts, the number of new Ebola cases is in sharp decline.
            

            
               A sign in Congo, Africa, warning visitors that Ebola is present in the area.

               

            

         

         
         	ECONOMY

         
         	
            Since the beginning of the Great Recession in late 2007 and throughout Barack Obama’s first years in office, the American public
               was wary of the state of the U.S. economy. In the year leading up to President Obama’s
               first term, which began in 2009, the stock market plunged precipitously and devastated many Americans’ retirement accounts. There were
               also bank failures and a mortgage crisis, which caused home values to plummet. In
               an effort to revive the economy, numerous measures were taken at the beginning of
               the Barack Obama administration. Just over a month into office, the president signed
               the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which included measures to create jobs in an effort to reduce unemployment, but also tax reductions to spur business investment and a first-time home buyers credit in an effort to increase consumer spending and stop falling home prices. With the
               combined efforts of the president, Federal Reserve chair Ben Bernanke, and Secretary of the Treasury Tim Geithner, the stock market recovered completely and went on to hit all-time record highs.
            

            
            Halfway through Obama’s first year in office, the economy was no longer in recession,
               and throughout his first four-year term, macroeconomic conditions were consistently
               improving, yet many middle-class Americans still believed the United States was suffering
               economically. A July 2014 survey indicated that 49 percent of Americans thought the
               United States was still in recession! Such erroneous thinking may have been fueled
               by high expectations but also by the fact that not all Americans benefitted equally
               from the economic recovery that ensued while President Obama was in office. A report
               by a Berkeley economist, released in early December 2016 at the end of the Obama administration,
               found that income inequality in the United States was at its highest level since the
               Great Depression in the 1930s. For instance, in 1980, the top 1 percent of Americans
               earned 27 times more, on average, than the bottom 50 percent of the country. At the
               beginning of 2017, this disparity had increased to 81 times.
            

            
             Although the economy improved throughout the Obama administration, persistent high
               unemployment was an issue for much of his time in office. President Obama inherited
               a rising unemployment rate, which topped 10 percent in his first year in office. By
               the time he left office, the unemployment number, provided by standard metrics, stood
               at 4.7 percent. But in the interim many Americans were left feeling financially strapped
               by the slow, albeit steady, economic rebound. Arguably, a broader economic recovery
               was plagued by a series of manufactured fiscal crises caused by stalemate in Congress
               and the unwillingness of the two major political parties to compromise on tax and
               spending matters. For the entire time Obama was in office, members of the Republican Party in Congress refused to consider any tax increase, while Democrats were always unwilling
               to consider cuts to entitlement programs such as Social Security and Medicare, which
               account for a large percentage of all government spending. President Obama, for his
               part, always advocated for a balanced approach, which would involve tax increases
               on the wealthiest Americans and some spending cuts. But, with neither political party
               in Congress willing to compromise, the president failed in his attempts to produce
               this type of change. Indeed, the impasse led to two debt ceiling crises, one in 2011 and another in 2013. In these instances, the Congress threatened to
               default on the nation’s debt, which predictably caused panic in domestic and world markets and slowed economic
               recovery. See also CAR ALLOWANCE REBATE SYSTEM (CARS); FISCAL CLIFF; FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS; GEITHNER, TIMOTHY F. (18 AUGUST 1961–); SEQUESTER; TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF PROGRAM (TARP); YELLEN, JANET (13 AUGUST 1946–).
            

         

         
         	EDWARDS, JOHN (10 JUNE 1953–)

         
         	
            Former U.S. senator from North Carolina who ran for the Democratic presidential nomination
               in 2008 against Barack Obama. Edwards was born in Seneca, South Carolina, and earned
               a B.A. degree from North Carolina State University in 1974. He continued his formal
               education with the pursuit of a law degree from the University of North Carolina School
               of Law, which he received in 1977. After law school, he clerked for Federal Judge
               Franklin Dupree and became a partner with the Edwards & Kirby law firm in Raleigh,
               North Carolina, a year later. In 1993, Edwards started his own law firm where he went
               on to win the largest personal injury lawsuit in North Carolina history at that time.
            

            
            Having received considerable attention as a successful lawyer in high-profile cases,
               Edwards entered politics in 1998 with a run for a U.S. Senate seat from North Carolina.
               He won the election as a Democrat and took his seat on 3 January 1999. He served as
               a senator until 3 January 2005. In 2000, he was on the short list as a vice-presidential
               running mate with Al Gore, but he lost the intraparty battle to Joe Lieberman (Connecticut).
               In October 2002, Edwards supported the resolution to authorize the Iraq War, which was used against him in the Democratic Party presidential primary elections in 2004 and 2008. Yet, in 2004, Edwards became the
               party’s vice-presidential nominee and ran with John Kerry (Massachusetts) in an attempt to unseat President George W. Bush. He and Kerry failed in their bid to defeat the incumbent president.
            

            
            By 2006, Edwards was once again making plans to run for president. In the 2008 campaign,
               he would face Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton in the Democratic Party primaries. During the primary season, Edwards was the first
               of several Democratic candidates to boycott a Fox News debate, which was to take place in March 2007, because of the television station’s
               notably neoconservative bias in covering the news. On 3 January 2008, Edwards placed
               second in the Iowa Democratic Party caucuses behind Barack Obama, suggesting that
               he was going to be a major contender for the party’s nomination. However, the competence
               of the Obama and Hillary Clinton campaigns caused Edwards’s support to fall off in
               subsequent state primaries. He eventually finished sixth among all Democrats in his
               birth state of South Carolina. By 30 January 2008, Edwards realized the futility of
               his campaign and suspended his efforts to obtain the party nomination.
            

            
            Later in 2008, several news sources began reporting that Edwards had an extramarital
               affair in 2006 and had fathered a child with his mistress. In August 2008, Edwards
               admitted to the affair but denied the child was his. Then, on 21 January 2010, he
               was forced to admit that the child was indeed his. Two months later, the woman with
               whom he had the affair went public and disclosed new details of their relationship.
               Based on these reports, the U.S. Department of Justice began pursuing criminal charges
               against Edwards for violation of campaign finance laws. The allegations stated that
               he had used campaign contributions to cover up the extramarital affair during his
               2008 campaign for president. The case made its way to court on 23 April 2012, and
               a verdict of not guilty was rendered on 31 May 2012. The scandal involving such a
               high-profile party leader arguably hurt the Democratic Party in the 2010 midterm elections,
               with implications for partisan control of Congress and the subsequent lack of productivity
               in the second Congress of President Obama’s first term in office.
            

         

         
         	EGYPT

         
         	
            A country in North Africa along the Mediterranean Sea, located between Libya and the Gaza Strip. Egypt experienced considerable political upheaval throughout the years that President
               Barack Obama was in office. Once a trusted U.S. ally in the Middle East, political
               uncertainty in the Arab Republic of Egypt, the country’s official name, was a source
               of considerable consternation for President Obama and his advisers.
            

            
            Importantly, Egypt was among the first countries to witness massive protests against
               a decidedly authoritarian ruler, helping to cement the Arab Spring, which resulted in the overthrow of several autocratic regimes in the Arab world.
               Egypt was the second country, after Tunisia, to oust its authoritarian leader when,
               on 11 February 2011, Hosni Mubarak was forced to resign as the titular president of
               the country. After Mubarak’s removal from office, governing authority was transferred
               to the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces until democratic elections could be held
               and a new president selected by the people. Egypt’s first truly democratic parliamentary
               elections since the rule of Mubarak began on 28 November 2011 and lasted until 11
               January 2012. Overall voter turnout in the elections was reported to be 54 percent,
               a comparatively low number. Four parties captured the majority of the 508 legislative
               seats being contested. The Freedom and Justice Party (also known as the Muslim Brotherhood)
               won a plurality with 235 seats, the al-Nour Party won 123 seats, the New World Party
               won 38 seats, and the Egyptian Bloc Party won 35 seats.
            

            
            Then, on 23 and 24 May 2012, Egypt held its first presidential election in which 13
               candidates ran. With no candidate receiving more than 50 percent of the vote, a runoff
               election was held between Mohamed Morsi from the Freedom and Justice Party against
               Ahmed Shafik, an Independent, on 16 and 17 June 2012. Less than one week later, on
               24 June, the Egyptian electoral commission declared Mohamed Morsi the winner with
               51.7 percent of the votes cast, and Morsi took his seat as Egypt’s president on 30
               June 2012.
            

            
            Six months later, Morsi expanded his power by issuing a presidential decree, which
               stated that he could legislate without judicial oversight of his actions. This was
               the first of many events that led to massive protests against the elected president.
               With anger among the mass of Egyptian people growing over his presidential decree,
               Morsi annulled the expansion of his presidential authority on 8 December. This, however,
               was not deemed sufficient by many Egyptians, and on the one-year anniversary of Morsi
               taking office, millions of Egyptians flooded the streets of Cairo, the nation’s capital,
               and across the country, calling for him to step down. The president refused to do
               so, citing that he was the legitimate, democratically elected ruler of the country,
               having obtained his position in a free and fair election.
            

            
            Protests continued to intensify in support of his resignation, with simultaneous new
               demonstrations beginning in support of Morsi. On 1 July 2013, the Egyptian military
               issued a warning to Morsi, stating that if he did not step down within 48 hours they
               would remove him, forcefully, from office. Without a resignation, the military took
               the threatened action and removed Morsi on 3 July, taking him to an undisclosed location.
               With his ousting, Morsi supporters began clashing with the Egyptian military, with
               deaths occurring in many of the confrontations. The chief justice of the Constitutional
               Court in Egypt then became the acting head of government, and a technocratic government
               was instituted until another round of elections could be held. The elections took
               place on 26 and 28 March 2014 and resulted in military strongman General Abdel Fattah
               el-Sisi being elected with 96 percent of the votes cast. The election, however, was
               not considered legitimate, and members of the chief opposition party, the Freedom
               and Justice Party, representing the Muslim Brotherhood, were not allowed to field
               a candidate.
            

            
            Throughout the upheavals in Egypt, President Obama sought to stay neutral, while providing
               rhetorical support for the value of democracy in the region. At one point he claimed
               that the United States was committed to democracy in Egypt, but not a specific leader.
               But a fierce internal debate was occurring regarding Egypt through the second term
               of Obama’s presidency. In particular, the debate centered on sanctions versus foreign
               aid and on support for democratic ideals and human rights versus security concerns.
               The el-Sisi government is decidedly opposed to radical Islamic ideals and the terrorism
               those sometimes entail, but his government is willing to reject democracy and shun
               human rights to achieve those ends. Those following the Obama administration foreign
               policy moves closely note this was a particularly agonizing issue with powerful members
               of the president’s cabinet on opposite sides of the issue. In the end, the Obama administration
               restored the foreign aid, in the form of military hardware, that had normally been
               provided to Egypt. The Defense Department in the Obama years argued successfully that
               trying to punish el-Sisi would have little effect on his behavior while alienating
               a country that serves as a bulwark against Islamic radicalism in the Middle East.
            

         

         
         	ELECTION, MIDTERM OF 2010

         
         	
            The 2010 midterm elections were held on 2 November in the middle of President Obama’s
               first term in office. During each midterm election, all 435 members of the House of
               Representatives are up for reelection and roughly a third of U.S. Senate seats. In
               the November 2010 election, 37 of the 100 Senate seats were being contested, along
               with 37 of 50 state gubernatorial posts. In addition, 46 of the 50 state legislatures
               held elections to determine partisan control of state legislatures. The election year
               took on added significance for both political parties because control of state governments
               in 2011 would mean the winning political party would largely control the legislative
               redistricting process that takes place after each decennial census and can effectively
               be used to create partisan advantage in subsequent elections. Voter turnout reached
               41 percent of the voting-eligible population, which is high for midterm elections
               in the contemporary era.
            

            
            The net result of the U.S. Senate elections was the loss of six seats for the Democratic Party, yet majority control was retained with 53 of 100 seats filled by Democrats. In the
               House of Representatives, the Democrats were defeated more soundly, losing 63 seats
               and majority control of the chamber. President Obama’s Democratic Party ended up with
               193 House members compared to 242 for Republicans. Additionally, the Democrats lost
               control of six state governor offices, and in state legislative elections, the Republican Party picked up a total of 680 seats, giving them majority control of many state legislative
               chambers that had previously been under Democratic Party control. The day after the
               election, President Obama spoke openly at a press conference about the “shellacking”
               that the Democratic Party took and described the losses as “humbling.”
            

            
            Upon winning control of the country’s lower chamber, the leaders of the new Republican
               majority vowed to hold votes to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act during the 112th Congress (2011–13). They subsequently held these votes, and the repeal of the act easily garnered
               majority support in the House; however, the votes amounted to little more than partisan
               posturing as the legislation was easily set aside or dismissed by the Democratic Party–controlled
               Senate. In the end, the 2010 midterm election produced a quasi-divided government
               with the president and one chamber controlled by one political party and the other
               chamber controlled by the opposition. Recent scholarship has found that this particular
               political arrangement, historically, has been unproductive in addressing topical legislative
               matters.
            

         

         
         	ELECTION, MIDTERM OF 2014

         
         	
            The 2014 midterm elections were held on 4 November and resulted in President Barack
               Obama’s Democratic Party losing majority control of the U.S. Senate and seats in the U.S. House of Representatives.
               Specifically, the Republican Party picked up nine seats in the Senate and 14 seats in the lower chamber. This left a
               partisan split of 54 Republicans and 46 Democrats in the Senate, and at the close
               of the 114th Congress (2015–16), there were 187 Democrats and 246 Republicans in the House of Representatives,
               with two vacancies. This marked the first time the Republican Party had control of
               both chambers since the 109th Congress (2005–06). The sizeable Republican numbers
               in the House represented the largest majority the party had held in the lower chamber
               since the 71st Congress (1929–31).
            

            
             The lack of votes in Congress meant that the Obama administration’s legislative agenda
               was nearly nonexistent in the 114th Congress. Any Democratic Party–led initiatives
               were simply ignored by the Republican majorities in both chambers. Indeed, the Republican
               majority in the Senate even refused to hold hearings to fill a vacancy on the Supreme
               Court that occurred in February 2016. The rationale for the lack of action was the
               impending presidential election in the fall of 2016, which prompted the argument that
               we should let the voters decide who would be the next Supreme Court justice.
            

         

         
         	ELECTION OF 2008

         
         	
            The 2008 general election represented the 56th presidential contest and the 111th
               election for legislative seats in U.S. history. The elections took place on 4 November
               and were dominated by the Democratic Party. The party made gains across the country in both national and state elections. The
               results have been interpreted as the public’s response to the relative unpopularity
               of Republican president George W. Bush. The presidential election pitted Democratic senator Barack Obama against Republican
               senator John McCain. Following record-level voter turnout for the modern era, Obama was elected as the
               first African American president of the United States, picking up 365 of the 538 Electoral College votes. A simple majority of the votes is required to win the presidency.
            

            
            The Democrats also did well in state governor races. They maintained control of every
               office they held at the time, including the state’s top office in states that have
               leaned toward the Republican Party in recent years, such as North Carolina, Montana, and West Virginia. The Democrats
               also picked up the governorship of Missouri, where Jay Nixon defeated Republican Kenny
               Hulshof. Democratic candidates performed well in legislative elections, as well. The
               party added eight seats in the U.S. Senate, including defeating five incumbent Republican
               senators seeking reelection. Two of the wins came in conservative-leaning states,
               Alaska and North Carolina. The Senate gains brought the Democratic Party within one
               seat of a filibuster-proof majority of 60 senators. Democrats also increased their
               majority in the House of Representatives with a net gain of twenty-one seats. These
               relatively large majorities in both chambers of Congress provided President Obama
               a significant legislative advantage and had a significant influence on the laws passed
               in the 111th Congress (2009–11).
            

         

         
         	ELECTION OF 2012

         
         	
            The 57th U.S. presidential election and 113th legislative elections were held on 6
               November 2012. The presidential contest saw President Barack Obama and Vice President
               Joe Biden defeat the Republican nominee, former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, and his running mate, Representative Paul Ryan (Wisconsin). The Democratic Party pair won an easy majority of the Electoral College votes, securing 332 of the votes to only 206 votes cast for Romney and Ryan. Many
               viewed the election as a referendum on the level of economic recovery that had ensued
               since the Great Recession. The sitting president won reelection, and the Democratic Party picked up seats in
               both chambers of Congress, but fell considerably short of capturing a majority of
               the seats in the House of Representatives.
            

            
             The election produced several historical firsts. New Hampshire became the first state
               to elect an entirely female congressional delegation, and Wisconsin elected the first
               openly gay woman to the U.S. Senate. In addition, three states passed policies allowing
               gay marriage, two states legalized recreational marijuana, and Puerto Rico voted to move toward statehood.
            

            
             Throughout the presidential campaign, numerous notable events occurred to cause the
               competing candidates to alter their electioneering strategies. A mass shooting took place in Aurora, Colorado; Hurricane Sandy hit the Northeast; and U.S. ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens was murdered in a terrorist attack in Benghazi, Libya. With each event, the presidential candidates were forced to adjust their policy
               posturing to account for changes in popular opinion that routinely occur in the aftermath
               of salient domestic and international events. Presidential candidate Romney, in particular,
               was forced to backtrack on comments he once made that could be interpreted as opposition
               to federal government relief efforts in the aftermath of natural disasters. See also CITIZENS UNITED V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION.
            

         

         
         	ELECTION OF 2016

         
         	
            The 58th U.S. presidential election and 115th legislative elections were held on 8
               November 2016. The presidential contest saw former secretary of state Hillary Clinton and Senator Tim Kaine lose to the Republican Party’s candidates, reality TV star Donald Trump and Indiana governor Mike Pence. The Republican Party pair won a hotly contested
               race in the Electoral College, securing 304 to 227 Electoral College votes cast for Clinton and Kaine. Clinton
               won the popular vote by more than two percentage points, 48.2 percent to 46.1 percent.
               Seven faithless electors or individual members of the Electoral College broke their
               pledges. Four Clinton electors in Washington State did not support the party’s nominee,
               three of them casting their votes for Colin Powell and one of them supporting Faith
               the Spotted Eagle. Two electors in Texas broke with their party, one voting for John
               Kasich (Ohio) and the other supporting Rand Paul (Kentucky). Still more, one Hawaii
               member of the Electoral College voted for Bernie Sanders (Vermont).
            

            
             In legislative elections, the Democratic Party gained seats in both the Senate and House of Representatives but could not wrestle
               majority status from the Republicans in either chamber. Specifically, the Democratic
               Party gained two seats in the Senate and six seats in the House of Representatives.
               Some have speculated that President Barack Obama did not do enough to support his
               political party during the 2016 election cycle. Their claim is bolstered by the president’s
               significantly high public approval ratings in the fall of 2016, which reached 57 percent
               in a Gallop poll conducted between 7 and 13 November 2016. The presidential election
               was marred by the fact that the Electoral College winner is different than the winner
               of the popular vote and by accusations of Russian government meddling in the election, including allegations of vote tampering in key
               states and aggressive use of social media to spread misinformation about presidential
               candidate Clinton. In the end, the Obama administration issued a statement claiming
               that “the federal government did not observe any increased level of malicious cyberactivity
               aimed at disrupting our electoral process on Election Day.” This proclamation led
               most in the American public to accept the results of a Trump-Pence victory. See also RUSSIAN HACKS.
            

         

         
         	ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES 2008

         
         	
            In the 2008 presidential election, Democrat Barack Obama defeated the Republican Party nominee John McCain. He earned 365 of the Electoral College votes, while McCain earned 173 of the votes
               cast. A simple majority of the votes is required to win the presidency outright. The
               Democratic Party candidate won Electoral College votes from the following states: Washington (11),
               Oregon (7), California (55), Nevada (5), Colorado (9), New Mexico (5), Minnesota (10),
               Iowa (7), Wisconsin (10), Illinois (21), Indiana (11), Michigan (17), Ohio (20), Pennsylvania
               (21), New York (31), Vermont (3), New Hampshire (4), Massachusetts (12), Rhode Island
               (4), Connecticut (7), New Jersey (15), Delaware (3), Maryland (10), Washington, D.C.
               (3), Maine (4), Nebraska (1), Virginia (13), North Carolina (15), Florida (27), and
               Hawaii (4). The Republican Party won votes in the following states: Idaho (4), Alaska (3), Montana (3), Wyoming (3),
               Utah (5), Arizona (10), North Dakota (3), South Dakota (3), Nebraska (4), Kansas (6),
               Oklahoma (7), Texas (34), Missouri (11), Arkansas (6), Louisiana (9), Kentucky (8),
               Tennessee (11), West Virginia (5), Mississippi (6), Alabama (9), Georgia (15), and
               South Carolina (8).
            

         

         
         	ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES 2012

         
         	
            In the 2012 presidential election, Democratic president Barack Obama defeated the
               Republican nominee Mitt Romney with 332 Electoral College votes, while Romney secured 206 votes in the election.
               A simple majority of the votes cast is required to secure the country’s highest office.
               Obama won votes from the following states: Washington (12), Oregon (7), California
               (55), Nevada (6), Colorado (9), New Mexico (5), Minnesota (10), Iowa (6), Wisconsin
               (10), Illinois (20), Michigan (16), Ohio (18), Pennsylvania (20), New York (29), Vermont
               (3), New Hampshire (4), Massachusetts (11), Rhode Island (4), Connecticut (7), New
               Jersey (14), Delaware (3), Maryland (10), Washington, D.C. (3), Maine (4), Virginia
               (13), Florida (29), and Hawaii (4). Romney won votes from the following states in
               the election: Idaho (4), Alaska (3), Montana (3), Wyoming (3), Utah (6), Arizona (11),
               North Dakota (3), South Dakota (3), Nebraska (5), Kansas (6), Oklahoma (7), Texas
               (38), Missouri (10), Arkansas (6), Louisiana (8), Indiana (11), Kentucky (8), Tennessee
               (11), West Virginia (5), Mississippi (6), Alabama (9), Georgia (16), North Carolina
               (15), and South Carolina (9).
            

         

         
         	EMANUEL, RAHM (29 NOVEMBER 1959–)

         
         	
            Emanuel has served as the mayor of Chicago, Illinois, since May 2011; he was the former White House chief of staff in the Barack Obama
               administration from January 2009 to October 2010. Emanuel was born in Chicago, Illinois,
               but attended college in New York, earning a B.A. from Sarah Lawrence College in 1981.
               He went on to earn an M.A. degree from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois,
               in 1985. During his final year at Northwestern, Emanuel went to work on Paul Simon’s
               (D-Illinois) 1984 campaign for the U.S. Senate, which was successful. In 1988, David Axelrod, a close friend of Emanuel’s, was involved in Paul Simon’s bid for the White House.
               Both Axelrod and Emmanuel were to figure prominently as campaign strategists for Barack
               Obama in the 2008 and 2012 presidential contests.
            

            
            Several years after the successful Simon Senate campaign, Emanuel worked as a senior
               adviser and the chief fund-raiser for Richard M. Daley’s campaign to become mayor
               of Chicago, and in 1992, he served as the national finance director for Governor Bill Clinton’s successful presidential bid. As a result of the successful Clinton campaign, Emanuel
               was appointed to a position as a senior White House adviser in the new administration.
               He remained in that position from 1993 until 1998. After leaving the White House,
               Emanuel went to work at the investment banking firm Wasserstein Perella until 2002,
               when he decided to run for the U.S. House seat being vacated by Rod Blagojevich. Emanuel won the seat in 2002 and served in the 108th Congress (2003–05) through
               the 110th Congress (2007–09), resigning the seat on 2 January 2009. He had won reelection
               to the 111th Congress (2009–11) but left to take the position of the leader of the White House staff in
               the Obama administration.
            

            
             Prior to the Democratic Party primaries during the election of 2008, Emanuel had pledged to support Hillary Clinton in her bid for the White House. He was, however, conflicted when his home state senator,
               Barack Obama, entered the race. He tried to stay neutral throughout the campaign but
               eventually endorsed Obama on 4 June 2008. With Obama’s win, the president-elect offered
               Emanuel the position with the White House. He served as Obama’s chief of staff until
               he left to run for mayor of Chicago. He was successful in his bid to manage the country’s
               third-largest city. Pete Rouse replaced Emanuel in the White House position on an
               interim basis until the position was turned over to Jack Lew. When Lew left to become the country’s secretary of the treasury, Denis McDonough became chief of staff in the Obama White House.
            

         

         
         	ENVIRONMENT

         
         	
            During the presidential election of 2008, Barack Obama opposed an increase in offshore drilling and proposed an increase
               in the production of renewable energy facilities in an attempt to reduce dependence
               on imported oil. His opponent John McCain (Arizona), but especially McCain’s vice-presidential running mate Sarah Palin (Alaska), believed that the United States should “drill, baby, drill,” to quote a
               phrase often used during the election campaign. Rhetoric used throughout the electoral
               contest left many with the impression that Barack Obama would be aggressively proenvironment.
               But this notion was perhaps as much a product of the starkly contrasting position
               of his opponents as it was of any strong desire on his part to promote robust environmental
               protection policies. Throughout the eight years of the Obama administration, concern
               for the environment received intermittent attention. However, this may have been as
               much a product of a recalcitrant Congress as it was a lack of commitment on the part
               of the president.
            

            
            One successful initiative promoted by President Obama, which was intended to strengthen
               the economy and address an environmental concern, was the Car Allowance Rebate System (CARS). The CARS program provided rebates to buyers of new, more fuel-efficient vehicles
               if consumers traded in old, less fuel-efficient vehicles. The program increased the
               sale of new automobiles, helping to stimulate the economy, but it also had the effect
               of increasing the average fuel efficiency of vehicles on American roads. Obama also
               directed the Department of Transportation to review fuel efficiency standards for
               vehicles sold in the United States, and after the investigation, it was deemed reasonable
               to require automakers to increase their Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards for new vehicles. Specifically, the new regulations required auto manufactures to
               produce vehicle fleets with a minimum fuel economy of 35.5 miles per gallon by 2016
               and 54.5 miles per gallon by 2025. Some of these mandates were rescinded by the Donald Trump administration early in 2017.
            

            
            In April 2010, the Obama administration had to deal with a major environmental catastrophe.
               The Deepwater Horizon oil rig, operated by British Petroleum, exploded in the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf oil spill became the largest discharge of oil in U.S. history, having a major environmental
               and economic impact on the Gulf Coast states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and
               Florida. Oil coated the beaches in these states, killing fish, birds, and other wildlife.
               Yet the cleanup progressed at a rate much faster than many had initially predicted,
               and the long-term environmental impact is still unknown. Relatedly, the oil spill
               caused many environmental interest groups throughout the country to lobby the White
               House to oppose the expansion of the Keystone Pipeline, which would bring oil from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. The issue was a reoccurring
               hot topic throughout President Obama’s time in office. See also CLIMATE CHANGE; DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE; ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE; ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA); JACKSON, LISA P. (8 FEBRUARY, 1962–); SHALE GAS; STANDING ROCK INDIAN RESERVATION, NORTH DAKOTA.
            

         

         
         	ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

         
         	
            One of the standing committees in the U.S. Senate that Barack Obama was assigned to
               when he was first elected to the upper chamber in the 2004 election cycle. The committee
               is responsible for dealing with issues involving the environment and the country’s
               infrastructure. In the 115th Congress (2017–18), Senator John Barrasso (R-Wyoming) is the chair, and Senator Tom Carper
               (D-Delaware) is the ranking minority member on the committee. Issues put before the
               committee range from creating cleaner air and water to bridge and dam projects. The
               committee also deals with the issue of endangered species and wildlife. The committee
               draws the attention of environmental interest groups opposing pollution as well as
               industries that can potentially be accused of polluting. Groups representing the transportation
               and construction industries also lobby the committee for federal highway and transit
               projects.
            

            
             In the months following the Gulf oil spill of 2010, during Obama’s first term as president, the committee and its subcommittees
               held numerous hearings about deepwater oil drilling. On 17 May 2010, the committee
               asked Attorney General Eric Holder to open a federal investigation into potential
               violations of civil and criminal laws by British Petroleum (BP). By the one-year anniversary of the initial explosion that led to the spill,
               the committee had produced four major pieces of legislation that dealt directly with
               oil spills. One bill (S. 214) amended the 1990 Oil Pollution Act and sought to remove
               the $75 million maximum liability for economic and natural disasters. The second and
               third bills (S. 861 and S. 862) sought to dedicate 80 percent and 100 percent of all
               fines collected in the aftermath of the Gulf oil spill for restoration of the areas
               affected by the disaster. The fourth bill (S. 594) amended the Oil Pollution Act to
               allow persons and businesses affected by an oil spill to pursue financial compensation
               from any company involved with the spill, and not just the company considered the
               “responsible party.” President Obama’s previous experience and familiarity with committee
               staff and procedure is argued to have facilitated legislative movement on these pressing
               public matters.
            

         

         
         	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA)

         
         	
            The EPA was established on 2 December 1970 to bring together into one agency the various
               activities sponsored by the national government regarding the monitoring of pollution
               levels and the enforcement of environmental quality regulations. Since its inception,
               the EPA has successfully helped to promote a cleaner and healthier environment for
               the American public. The agency was often criticized during the Barack Obama administration
               for overstepping its mandates and creating stifling regulations that were limiting
               opportunities to grow the nation’s economy. The accusations were more rhetorical than
               substantive, yet the criticism was effective at keeping the agency from more aggressively
               enforcing regulations.
            

            
             Lisa P. Jackson was the first EPA administrator in the Obama White House, and she was eventually
               replaced by Regina McCarthy in July 2013, who served until Obama left office in January
               2017. The tenure of the two EPA heads was interrupted by a contentious and drawn-out
               confirmation hearing for McCarthy. The 136-day confirmation battle produced the longest
               gap in leadership at the EPA since its inception. Bob Perciasepe served as the acting
               EPA administrator during the confirmation process. At issue in the McCarthy confirmation
               hearings was an alleged lack of transparency in the enforcement of environmental regulations
               when she served as the assistant administrator of the EPA from 2009 to 2013. Her opponents
               were convinced that the EPA was killing economic opportunities because of regulatory
               overreach.
            

            
            In March 2016, McCarthy testified before the United States House Committee on Oversight
               and Government Reform regarding the Flint, Michigan, water crisis. McCarthy insisted that the EPA had done nothing wrong and that “there
               is no way my agency created this problem,” causing her at times to be shouted down
               by outraged members of the Republican Party in Congress. In October 2016, the EPA’s inspector general concluded that the EPA
               had wrongfully delayed issuing an emergency order regarding Flint’s water crisis.
               The irony is that those who criticized the EPA for enforcing regulations too aggressively
               used an incident when the agency failed to act promptly to slam the agency. Former
               Oklahoma attorney general and climate-change skeptic Scott Pruitt replaced McCarthy
               as head of the EPA in the Donald Trump administration. See also CLIMATE CHANGE; VOLKSWAGEN EMISSIONS.
            

         

         
         	ENZI, MICHAEL B. (1 FEBRUARY 1944–)

         
         	
            A Republican U.S. senator from the state of Wyoming who served on the Gang of Six, which attempted to negotiate bipartisan health-care reform proposals leading up
               to the adoption of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) signed into law by President Barack Obama. Enzi was born in Bremerton,
               Washington, but his family moved to Wyoming when he was a child. In 1966, Enzi earned
               an accounting degree from George Washington University, followed by an M.B.A. in retail
               marketing from Denver University in 1968. He also served in the Wyoming National Guard
               from 1967 to 1973. From 1975 to 1982, Enzi was the mayor of Gillette, Wyoming. Next
               in his political trajectory, Enzi served in the Wyoming state house of representatives
               from 1987 to 1991, and then in the Wyoming state senate from 1991 to 1996. In 1996,
               he was elected to the U.S. Senate. Since then, Enzi has been reelected to three additional
               six-year Senate terms. In the 115th Congress (2017–18), Enzi serves as the chair of
               the Senate Budget Committee.
            

            
             In 2009, in an effort to work out details regarding health-care reforms being advocated
               by President Obama, members of two Senate committees, which Enzi was serving on, held
               extensive talks on health-care policy reform. Specifically, the Senate Finance Committee
               and the Senate Health Committee in the 111th Congress (2009–11) worked diligently to achieve bipartisan compromise on health-care reform
               legislation. Enzi figured prominently in these efforts. Because of his willingness
               to work on compromises with Democratic Party leaders, including President Obama, in the 2014 election cycle Enzi was considered
               vulnerable to a Republican Party primary challenge from the more conservative elements of his party. In this election,
               Enzi was challenged in the Republican Party primary by Liz Cheney, the daughter of
               Dick Cheney, the former vice president. Enzi prevailed, but the primary challenge to a sitting
               U.S. senator is noteworthy because it broke with norms regarding primary challengers
               and was also emblematic of the price Republican members of Congress had to pay if
               they were willing to negotiate on legislation with the Obama White House.
            

         

         
         	EUROPEAN AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE

         
         	
            One of seven subcommittees of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Barack Obama chaired the subcommittee in the 110th Congress (2007–09) even though
               he did not serve on the committee in the 109th (2005–07), which was the first Congress
               he served in. His request to move to this particular Senate subcommittee was arguably
               motivated by his desire to gain foreign policy experience before orchestrating an
               election campaign for president. This subcommittee, specifically, is responsible for
               considering legislative matters that affect U.S. relations with countries on the European
               continent. For instance, U.S. involvement in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, relations with the European Union, and matters relating to the Organization for
               Security and Cooperation in Europe are all considered by this committee. Still further,
               the subcommittee has responsibility for matters regarding terrorism and nuclear nonproliferation
               on the European continent and the promotion of U.S. trade with European allies. Barack
               Obama chaired the subcommittee from January 2007 to November 2008, when he became
               the president-elect. His experience as chair of this committee was trumpeted as part
               of Senator Obama’s electioneering strategy.
            

         

         
         	EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT

         
         	
            The new law was signed by President Barack Obama on 10 December 2015. The bipartisan
               measure reauthorizes the nation’s long-standing commitment to equal opportunity for
               all students. The law replaced the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation that had
               been passed in 2002 during the George W. Bush administration. Over time, the NCLB’s
               prescriptive requirements became increasingly unworkable for schools and educators.
               Recognizing this fact, in 2010, the Obama administration joined a call from educators
               and families to create a better law that focused on the clear goal of fully preparing
               all students for success in college and careers. The irony is that the law took nearly
               five years to pass. This, in a policy arena where bipartisan compromise had been commonplace.
               Among the more controversial provisions of the new act was language that ensures annual
               statewide assessments conducted by the U.S. Department of Education. See also DUNCAN, ARNE (6 NOVEMBER 1964–).
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE AGREEMENTS

         
         	
            On 1 May 2012, President Obama signed an executive agreement with President Hamid
               Karzai of Afghanistan outlining the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the South Asian nation. In general,
               executive agreements are binding international contracts made between the U.S. chief
               executive and a foreign government. Most often, the subject matter of the agreements
               is related to trade. Executive agreements have also been used to establish military
               policy, as is the case with the agreement Obama made with the Karzai government. The
               agreements are backed by the force of law in the same manner as a treaty but do not
               require U.S. Senate ratification. Executive agreements are akin to executive orders, with the latter dealing with domestic policy and the former foreign policy. However,
               executive agreements are not tracked and numbered in the same manner as executive
               orders.
            

            
            In April 2016, President Obama signed on to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, which committed the nation to partner with other countries of the world to address
               global warming. This was done as an “executive agreement” because it was clear that
               President Obama would not be able to garner the two-thirds support in the Senate required
               to ratify a treaty. Negotiators in Paris specifically removed the word “treaty” from
               the document to accommodate the Obama administration, which lacked the necessary Senate
               votes. The executive agreement, however, assured that the U.S. commitment to the accord
               would not extend beyond the time Obama was in office. On 1 June 2017, the Donald Trump administration withdrew the United States from the agreement, with the new president
               claiming he would negotiate a better deal for the country.
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE ORDERS

         
         	
            An order issued by the president of the United States dealing with a domestic policy
               matter that has the force of law behind it. The president may issue an order to any
               of the branches of the military or to any part of the executive branch bureaucracy.
               All presidents including George Washington have issued executive orders, although
               they were not officially named as such until the Abraham Lincoln administration in
               1862. The State Department began the process of numbering executive orders in the
               early 1900s and retroactively numbered them from the beginning of Lincoln’s presidency.
               Currently, all executive orders are filed with the Office of the Federal Register.
               Since record keeping began, President Franklin D. Roosevelt has issued the most executive
               orders, totaling 3,522. President Obama, in contrast, issued 144 executive orders
               in his first term and 132 in his second term. On 25 January 2013, several weeks after
               the Newtown, Connecticut, mass killing, Obama announced that he was issuing 23 executive orders related to
               gun control and the prevention of similar atrocities. Yet none of the executive orders issued
               restricted individuals from acquiring or owning a specific type of firearm.
            

            
            Throughout the last few years of the Obama administration, particularly during the
               114th Congress (2015–16), there was more widespread substantive use of executive orders in response
               to the unwillingness of the Republican Party majorities in Congress to negotiate with the Obama administration on any of the president’s
               legislative priorities. In total, President Obama issued 276 executive orders compared
               to 291 executive orders issued by George W. Bush during his eight years in office. Refer to appendix D. See also MINIMUM WAGE.
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE

         
         	
            President Obama first claimed executive privilege in June 2012 and withheld documents
               from a committee in the House of Representatives. The subject was the ATF gun-smuggling
               program called Operation Fast and Furious. Strong judicial precedent has been set to suggest the president can withhold information
               from Congress, or the judiciary, on matters relating to national security. Less obvious
               is whether executive privilege holds in other circumstances. The broadest interpretation
               suggests that the president can legally withhold confidential communications when
               the disclosure would adversely affect the operations or procedures of the executive
               branch. All modern presidents have invoked executive privilege: Ronald Reagan (3 times),
               George H. W. Bush (1 time), Bill Clinton (14 times), George W. Bush (6 times), and Barack Obama (2 times). In the ATF case, the Obama administration
               indicated that releasing the documents would risk exposing government agents and informants,
               with possible consequences for their personal safety. In the second instance, Obama
               refused to release documents related to the government bailout of home loan giants
               Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The decision angered stockholders, while the White House
               argued that the documents should be secure because of the potential that disclosure
               could threaten the nation’s economic future.
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         	FERGUSON, MISSOURI

         
         	
            On 9 August 2014, Michael Brown, an 18-year-old black man, was shot and killed by
               a white police officer in the north St. Louis suburb of Ferguson, Missouri. The incident
               sparked both peaceful protests and considerable civil disorder in Ferguson and in
               other cities around the country. President Barack Obama announced that the national
               government was going to spend $75 million on body cameras for law enforcement officers
               as one of the measures taken in response to the shooting. After a grand jury acquitted
               Darren Wilson, the white police officer, some protests turned violent, and there was
               looting of Ferguson businesses. The shooting of Brown was investigated by the U.S.
               Department of Justice, and the police officer’s account, which claimed he feared for
               his life, was substantiated by credible eyewitnesses. President Obama reacted to the
               announcement, stating, “The finding that was made was that it was not unreasonable
               to determine that there was not sufficient evidence to charge Officer Wilson. That
               was an objective, thorough, independent federal investigation.” He further added,
               “[We] may never know exactly what happened. But Officer Wilson, like anybody else
               who is charged with a crime, benefits from due process and a reasonable doubt standard.”
            

            
               A rally in New York City on 9 August 2014, marking the one-year anniversary of the
                     shooting of Ferguson resident Mike Brown.
                  

               

            

             The Obama administration followed up with an investigation of the Ferguson police
               force, and a Justice Department report found that the city was systematically targeting
               black citizens for traffic stops, fines, and arrests. In December 2014, President
               Obama created a commission to make recommendations for broad police reform in the
               United States. The commission released an interim report on 2 March  2015, with numerous
               recommendations, including mandating “external and independent criminal investigations”
               in cases where the use of force by police results in death. On 12 March  2015, two
               police officers were wounded by gunfire outside the Ferguson police headquarters.
               The officers were providing security at a protest being staged outside the police
               station. Two days later, 20-year-old Jeffrey L. Williams was arrested in connection
               with the shooting. Last, on 9 May 2016, Delrish Moss, a veteran law enforcement officer
               from Miami, Florida, was sworn in as the first permanent African American chief of
               police in Ferguson. He acknowledged that his challenges included diversifying the
               police force and dramatically improving community relations. See also BLACK LIVES MATTER; POLICE SHOOTINGS.
            

         

         
         	FIGHT FOR FIFTEEN ($15)

         
         	
            The “Fight for $15” began in 2012 when 200 fast food workers in New York City walked
               off the job to demand $15 an hour and the right to unionize. Today, the organization
               has chapters in over 300 cities and in several foreign countries. The groups consist
               primarily of fast food workers, but they also include child-care workers and part-time
               workers employed in retail businesses and other industries. Arguably, the movement
               was successful in the 2016 election cycle when ballot initiatives in Arizona, Colorado, Maine, and Washington all passed
               to raise each state’s minimum wage. Relatedly, a subminimum wage law for teenagers in South Dakota was defeated. Since
               the organization’s first efforts, the minimum wage was raised to $15 an hour in California
               and New York City and in the city of Seattle, Washington. Other cities and states
               have approved more modest but still significant increases, including $13 per hour
               in Chicago and $12 per hour in Colorado and Arizona. The raises are generally phased
               in over an extended period of time.
            

            
               Minimum-wage workers protest in New York City seeking an increase in pay to $15 per
                     hour.
                  

               

            

            President Barack Obama, while in office, unsuccessfully lobbied for an increase in
               the national minimum wage from $7.25 to $10.10 per hour. Buoyed, in part, by the success
               of the Fight for $15 movement, on 7 October, 2015, the White House and the Department
               of Labor brought together members of worker organizations, corporate leaders, members
               of Congress, and some state and local political leaders to highlight the relationship
               between giving workers a voice and a thriving middle class. The event, titled “The
               White House Summit on Worker Voice,” asked participants to explore ways to ensure
               that lower- and middle-class Americans were sharing in the benefits of the broad-based
               economic growth they were helping to create since the Great Recession of 2007–08. The day ended with a conversation between President Obama and those in
               attendance that highlighted stories from workers across the country. The event was
               cohosted by Coworker.org. Although the president was unable to gain the votes necessary
               to raise the national minimum wage, his voice and support are considered important
               to the contemporary and future success of attempts to grow worker wages in the United
               States.
            

         

         
         	FIRST-TIME HOME BUYERS CREDIT

         
         	
            A tax credit first enacted as part of the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 in
               the George W. Bush administration. The original act included a first-time home buyer refundable tax
               credit for purchases of homes on or after 9 April 2008 and before 1 July 2009. The
               credit was equal to 10 percent of the purchase price of the home, up to $7,500. The
               act required homeowners to repay the credit over 15 years in equal installments by
               imposing a surcharge on the homeowner’s annual income tax. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 in the Obama administration changed the credit to $8,000 for all homes bought between
               1 January 2009 and 1 December 2009. In addition, the repayment provision was repealed
               for homes purchased in 2009 if the buyer held the home for more than three years.
            

            
               When the housing market crashed in 2008, new home builders struggled.

               

            

             The purpose of the home buyer credit was to provide an incentive for first-time home
               buyers to enter the housing market during the Great Recession. With the rise of mortgage defaults and housing foreclosures, and with falling home
               prices, it was thought that if the government could persuade first-time buyers to
               purchase a house, the housing market would stabilize. The 10 percent credit caused
               a surge in home sales, with over 1.8 million individuals buying new homes under the
               program, which helped to stabilize home prices that had been spiraling downward. The
               cost of the program topped $12.6 billion.
            

         

         
         	FISCAL CLIFF

         
         	
            The “fiscal cliff” was the term used by Federal Reserve Board chairman Ben Bernanke to represent the many fiscal events that might unfold after December 2012 if the
               Congress and the president failed to pass policies related to the country’s tax structure
               and/or broader fiscal reforms. Most specifically, a series of tax policies was set to expire at the end of 2012. Among them were across-the-board tax
               cuts enacted by the George W. Bush administration and a temporary reduction in payroll
               taxes enacted in December 2010. Also in question was the first installment of the
               $1.2 trillion cuts in domestic and defense programs that were required by a sequestration provision that had been passed as part of previous legislation in 2011, which raised
               the nation’s debt ceiling. Had there been no legislative action in January 2013, the economy would have undoubtedly
               been negatively affected. Some of the feared consequences were rising unemployment rates and declines in consumer and investor confidence. The American Taxpayer Relief Act
               of 2012 was signed on 2 January 2013 and helped to resolve some of the issues.
            

            
             Specifically, the American Taxpayer Relief Act extended the Bush-era tax cuts for
               all individuals with incomes below $400,000 ($450,000 for a married couple) per year
               and returned the top marginal tax rate to 39.6 percent for the wealthiest Americans.
               In addition, the wealthiest Americans saw a 5 percent increase in taxes on their long-term
               capital gains from 15 to 20 percent. Since the act resulted in a net tax increase,
               many Republicans who signed lobbyist Grover Norquist’s pledge to not increase taxes wanted to wait until after 1 January 2013 to pass
               any legislation. Once the deadline had passed and the earlier tax reductions had expired,
               Republican lawmakers could claim they had not technically voted to increase taxes.
               In other words, because the legislation passed after the earlier tax cuts had expired,
               they could claim to have not broken their pledge because they were not “raising” taxes,
               just letting tax cuts lapse. Moreover, because some tax cuts were extended by the
               legislation, the lawmakers could actually claim they voted to reduce taxes.
            

         

         
         	FLINT, MICHIGAN

         
         	
            Months after warning signs emerged about problems with the water in Flint, Michigan,
               city, state, and federal officials responded to the public health emergency. High
               levels of lead had been leaching into the city’s water supply. The problem was initiated
               on 25 April 2014 when the city switched its water supply from Detroit’s system to
               the Flint River. The switch was made as a cost-saving measure for the struggling,
               majority-black city. Soon afterward, residents began to complain about the water’s
               color, taste, and odor and to report rashes and concerns about bacteria.
            

            
               The United Auto Workers, along with many other organizations, work to collect donations
                     of water for residents of Flint, Michigan, because their water is contaminated with
                     lead.
                  

               

            

            On 21 January 2016, during a U.S. Conference of Mayors event at the White House, President
               Obama weighed in on the dangerous levels of lead in the drinking water in Flint, Michigan.
               He argued, “Our children should not have to be worried about the water that they’re
               drinking in American cities, that’s not something that we can accept.” At the event,
               he pledged $80 million in aid to the state of Michigan that would be made available
               within a week. In addition, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) vowed to take immediate action to “protect public health.” But the EPA was
               caught up in the crisis, and there were public and media charges that claimed the
               agency failed to act swiftly to address the crisis. Region 5 EPA director Susan Hedman,
               who oversees Flint, resigned her position as a result of the accusations.
            

            
            The EPA stated that Hedman’s resignation was accepted “given Susan’s strong interest
               in ensuring that EPA Region 5’s focus remains solely on the restoration of Flint’s
               drinking water.” In subsequent developments, the EPA suggested that the state of Michigan’s
               response to the water crisis was “inadequate.”
            

            
            Early in the Donald Trump administration, the right-wing partisan website The Red Elephants produced a headline
               that stated, “Trump’s EPA Sending $100 Million to Flint to Fix Water—Something Obama
               Refused to Do.” The story was false. The Obama administration pledged during his visit
               to the state in January 2016 and subsequently came through with $80 million in funding
               to the state of Michigan to address issues associated with the drinking water crisis.
            

         

         
         	FLOODING IN LOUISIANA

         
         	
            Widespread flooding took place throughout large portions of Louisiana in early August
               2016, including parts of Baton Rouge, the state capital. In all, 13 people were killed
               and at least 60,000 homes were damaged. The storm and subsequent flooding became a
               focal point in the 2016 election to replace Barack Obama as president. Republican candidate Donald Trump visited the devastated area and scored political points for doing so and went out
               of his way to advertise that President Obama was on vacation and had not met with
               Louisiana government officials who were dealing with the crisis.
            

            
               A man cleaning up following the flooding in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in August 2016.

               

            

             On the date of Trump’s visit, President Obama was filmed playing golf on a family
               vacation at Martha’s Vineyard in the state of Massachusetts. The president eventually
               did tour the flood-ravaged region, lending moral support and national government financial
               assistant to homeless residents in the flooded areas. After seeing firsthand the damage
               in the state capital of Baton Rouge, the president stated, “We are heartbroken by
               the loss of life.” In the end, 106,000 residents and households registered for assistance
               from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The Baton Rouge daily newspaper
               originally criticized the president for not ending his vacation on Martha’s Vineyard
               immediately to visit the region but then praised his decision to visit the state.
               Obama tried to deflect criticism by noting that while on vacation he directed FEMA
               to use all available resources to assist with recovery from the storm.
            

         

         
         	FLORIDA V. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

         
         	FLORIDA V. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

         
         	
            See AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE; PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT OF 2010 (PPACA).
            

         

         
         	FLUKE, SANDRA K. (17 APRIL 1981–)

         
         	
            A women’s rights activist who gained considerable media attention with her testimony in front
               of congressional committees on the importance of access to birth control under the
               Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Fluke was born and raised in Saxton, Pennsylvania, and earned an undergraduate degree
               from Cornell University in 2003. She then worked for five years for Sanctuary for
               Families in New York City, a nonprofit organization with a mission to aid women and
               children that have been victims of domestic violence. While working for the nonprofit,
               she cofounded the New York Statewide Coalition for Fair Access to Family Court. In
               2011, she received a Women Lawyers of Los Angeles Fran Kandel Public Interest Grant
               from Georgetown University Law Center, where she was enrolled as a law student. Fluke
               graduated in 2012 and passed the California Bar in July of that same year.
            

            
             In 2012, Fluke was invited by the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee
               to talk about the issue of a contraceptive mandate within the Patient Protection and
               Affordable Care Act. Her testimony addressed reasons why religious organizations like
               Georgetown University, a Catholic and Jesuit institute, should provide access to birth
               control to their employees. Republican committee chair Darrell Issa (California) refused
               to let her testify because she was not clergy. A week later, the House Democratic
               Steering and Policy Committee invited her to speak. Following her speech before House
               Democrats, on 29 February 2012, Rush Limbaugh, a conservative talk radio personality, lashed out on his program, calling Fluke
               a “slut” and a “prostitute.”
            

            
             On 14 June 2012, Fluke authored an op-ed on the subject of the 2012 presidential
               election, which was published by the Cable News Network (CNN). In the article she
               outlined several reasons why she believed that Obama was more likely to help the American
               people than Mitt Romney. Several of the reasons included the passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act that addresses gender inequality in payroll compensation, the passage of new student loan provisions, and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. In August 2012, she
               was a featured speaker at the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado, where she introduced President Obama. In 2014, Fluke ran for a California state
               senate seat but lost in the general election to fellow Democrat Ben Allen.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY, AFRICA

         
         	
            This entry discusses U.S. foreign policy in Sub-Saharan Africa during the Barack Obama
               administration. A discussion of the foreign policy in the countries of North Africa
               (Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, and Libya) appears under the entry for Foreign Policy in the Middle East.
            

            
             During Hillary Clinton’s hearing in front of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee before she was confirmed as secretary of state in January 2009, she noted several
               policy objectives of the Obama administration for Africa. She explained that policy
               in the African region would be “rooted in security, political, economic and humanitarian
               interests” as well as “combating al-Qaeda’s efforts to seek safe havens in failed
               states in the Horn of Africa; helping African nations to conserve their natural resources
               and reap fair benefits from them; stopping war in Congo; [and] ending autocracy in
               Zimbabwe and human devastation in Darfur.” Within seven months of taking office, both
               President Obama and Secretary of State Clinton had visited countries in Sub-Saharan
               Africa.
            

            
             One of the first actions by President Obama in African foreign policy involved combating
               pirates from Somalia who were operating in the Indian Ocean. In early March 2009,
               the U.S. Navy, under the orders of the White House, captured and transferred custody
               of seven alleged Somali pirates to Kenya to stand trial. One month later in April
               2009, Somali pirates took an American cargo ship and its captain hostage for five
               days. President Obama eventually deployed Navy SEALs to liberate the captain. The
               captain was successfully rescued, while the SEALs killed three of the pirates and
               captured the fourth.
            

            
             Also, in his first term, Obama contacted the newly elected prime minister of Zimbabwe,
               Morgan Tsvangirai, and congratulated him on his win in the country’s parliamentary
               elections. Obama had been a strong critic of Zimbabwe’s government under the extended
               rule of President Robert Mugabe, who was first elected in 1980 and was still in the
               role at the end of the Obama administration in 2017. The election of Tsvangirai was
               seen as evidence that the country was moving toward a power-sharing agreement, allowing
               opposition parties to become elected to high offices within the government. However,
               Obama refused to lift U.S. trade sanctions against Zimbabwe because the extended rule
               of President Mugabe arguably continued to undermine the country’s democratic processes.
               At the end of his term in office, President Obama extended sanctions for an additional
               year.
            

            
             In July 2015, President Obama visited Africa for the fourth time as president. He
               visited the countries of Ethiopia and Kenya, the country of his father’s birth. While
               on the trip he also became the first president of the United States to address a session
               of the African Union. While people readily note that President Obama is a beloved
               figure in much of Africa, especially in Kenya, some criticize that his policies have
               lacked the scope and influence of initiatives sponsored by his two predecessors in
               the White House. Former president George W. Bush is widely lauded for aggressively
               working to help tackle the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) epidemic in
               Sub-Saharan Africa by expanding funding for treatment. Former president Clinton, for
               his part, received praise for reducing trade restrictions on more than 30 African
               nations. To be certain, these efforts continued under the Obama administration, but
               some imagined that Obama was in a special position to do even more. The White House
               pushed back against this type of criticism, pointing out that Obama visited Africa
               more than any other sitting president in U.S. history. See also EBOLA.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC

         
         	
            The Obama administration policy in Asia was in part defined by a “Pivot to Asia.”
               The intention was to move attention away from traditional foreign policy venues such
               as Europe and the Middle East and instead focus on improving relations and trade opportunities
               with the countries of East and Southeast Asia. Some have speculated that the “pivot”
               may be explained, in part, by Obama’s connection to the country of Indonesia in Southeast
               Asia where he lived for a time in his youth. Obama’s half-sister Maya Soetoro-Ng is
               Indonesian American.
            

            
            A detailed breakdown of Obama’s Asia legacy highlights one significant achievement,
               the establishment of an enduring framework for engagement with the region. Since the
               Vietnam War, American diplomacy in Southeast Asia had been sporadic. The president
               attended the sixth annual East Asia Summit, held in Bali, Indonesia, in 2011. The
               conference was hosted by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Subsequently,
               he established his own U.S. and ASEAN summit. Since his term in office, U.S. relations,
               arguably, have improved with every country in ASEAN other than Thailand, which witnessed
               a coup in 2014 that moved the country away from democracy and back toward authoritarian
               rule. Part of Obama’s success may be attributable to aggressive moves by China in
               the South Asian Sea. So the new friendships might be seen as strategic as the countries
               sought to capitalize on improved U.S. relations to provide a buffer against Chinese
               military and economic domination of the region. It must also be noted that the attention
               and/or enthusiasm for enhanced Southeast Asian relations faded some when John Kerry
               replaced Hillary Clinton as secretary of state. Nonetheless, the administration did
               put in place a long overdue framework for engagement with an increasingly relevant
               region of the world.
            

            
            Notably, throughout Obama’s time in office, U.S. foreign policy in Asia was focused
               on relations with China. As a rising power, both economically and militarily, China garnered a lot of the
               president’s attention. However, North Korea with its nuclear military capabilities
               and midrange missile tests also demanded considerable consideration. At the beginning
               of her tenure as secretary of state, in February 2009, Hillary Clinton laid out the administration’s point of view on China in a speech to the Asia Society
               in New York City. She noted that “we believe that the United States and China can
               benefit from and contribute to each other’s successes.” She continued with this sentiment
               in later speeches noting that the United States sees China’s economic prosperity as
               mutually beneficial. In April of the same year, Clinton and Secretary of the Treasury
               Tim Geithner began a new Strategic and Economic Dialogue with China. On 15 November 2009, both
               President Obama and Hillary Clinton visited China for the first time.
            

            
            Among the contentious topics in U.S. and Chinese relations during the Obama administration
               was the possibility that China manipulates the value of its currency to gain a competitive
               trade advantage, in direct violation of World Trade Organization (WTO) policies. The
               Obama administration filed several lawsuits with the WTO that made this claim. Little
               action was taken by the WTO, however. Moreover, during the Obama years, the United
               States and China were often at odds over what if anything should be done about North
               Korea’s nuclear program. There was some improvement during the Obama years, as the
               aggressive military policies of North Korea tried the patience of Chinese leaders, causing them to cooperate with the White House
               some on sanctions. By the end of the Obama administration, China was working with
               the United States to address the nonproliferation of North Korea’s nuclear capabilities.
            

            
             In terms of bilateral relations between the United States and North Korea, early
               in Obama’s first term, two American journalists were imprisoned for allegedly entering
               the country illegally. Diplomatic efforts resulted in the eventual release of the
               journalists. In the aftermath of this diplomatic wrangle, North Korea continued to
               test the patience of the Obama administration with multiple missile tests. The activities
               of the government in Pyongyang caused the United Nations Security Council, including
               China, to adopt and preserve a series of economic and military sanctions against North
               Korea. Off and on, during times of rising rhetoric and military maneuvers, the United
               States has moved military aircraft carriers to the region to protect allies South
               Korea and Japan.
            

            
             The Obama administration was also active in South Asia, in particular, with the Afghanistan War. One of the more significant foreign policy moves made by the president was a commitment
               to increase troop deployments to the country, in what was called the Afghan surge. Around this same time, Obama signed an executive agreement with President Hamid Karzai regarding the eventual removal of all U.S. troops from
               the war-torn nation. Also in South Asia, and in an effort to combat terrorism, the
               Obama administration strained foreign relations with the country of Pakistan when
               the president orchestrated Operation Neptune Spear, or the deployment of special forces to capture Osama bin   Laden, in Pakistan without first consulting with the country’s leaders. Unmanned drone strikes in Pakistan’s territory, intended to kill alleged terrorists, was another
               major source of tension between the two nations during the Obama administration. See also TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP).
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY, EUROPE

         
         	
            Throughout the Barack Obama administration, U.S. relations with counties of the European
               Union were generally positive. The United Kingdom remained one of the country’s closest
               allies throughout the eight-year period. In the first Obama administration, in March
               2011, the United States and other North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) members, including the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Norway,
               and Spain, intervened in the Libyan civil war enforcing a no-fly zone and firing on Muammar Gadhafi’s forces from the air. NATO forces claimed victory with the capture and execution
               of Gadhafi and ended their operations in Libya on 31 October 2011.
            

            
             Although the United States and other NATO countries were willing to cooperate regarding
               military intervention in Libya, the United States did not fully follow the lead of
               European counties in the Syrian civil war. France, in particular, was very critical of the Bashar al-Assad regime
               in Syria and was one of the first countries to report that the Syrian government had
               used chemical weapons on its own people. This evidence was first reported to the United
               States by France in an attempt to rally U.S. military involvement in Syria. In August
               2013, the United States agreed with France that the Syrian government had used chemical
               weapons. Yet the Obama administration, to the dismay of France, was still reluctant
               to get involved militarily. This was to change by the end of the Obama administration.
               Considerable military posturing from August 2013 through January 2017 was accompanied
               by some joint U.S. and European direct involvement in the country’s civil war in the
               form of air strikes and supplying military aid to groups fighting the al-Assad government.
            

            
             As it relates to Europe, the Obama administration’s foreign policy can be defined
               as a global partnership between the United States and the European Union, with the
               president maintaining strong open communication channels with European leaders on
               matters of global trade and reducing military tensions in hotspots around the world.
               Throughout his administration, the president reaffirmed America’s strong commitment
               to the defense of all NATO partners, including newer members from Eastern Europe.
               Early in his term in office, the president insisted on NATO contingency plans for
               the defense of all members. He also pushed NATO to deploy modern antimissile systems,
               major parts of which became operational during his time in office. The president moved
               quickly to reassure European allies following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2014,
               deploying land, sea, and air resources as a buffer to Russian aggression. Earlier
               in 2016, the Obama administration announced a $3.4 billion initiative to bolster U.S.
               cooperation with NATO, which underscored U.S. willingness to stand by its time-honored
               European allies.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY, LATIN AMERICA

         
         	
            Foreign relations with Latin American nations remained relatively stable throughout
               much of the Obama administration, although the rocky relationship with Venezuela that
               started in the George W. Bush administration, continued to be difficult throughout the eight year’s Obama served
               as president. Interestingly, during the presidential election campaign of 2008, candidate Obama stated that he was willing to meet with Venezuelan
               leader Hugo Chávez without preconditions. However, no such formal meeting ever took
               place, and on 5 March 2013 Hugo Chávez passed away. After Obama was elected president
               in 2008, the Venezuelan leader berated him, stating that Obama’s foreign policy positions
               regarding Latin America are “a continuation of the Bush era” and that he is a “poor
               ignoramus” for his lack of knowledge about the success Chávez had in a meeting with
               Brazil’s president. The only time President Obama did meet Chávez was during the Summit
               of the Americas in April 2009, where they briefly greeted each other and posed for
               a photo. After Chávez’s death, President Obama made a public statement that he now
               hoped for a better relationship with Venezuela.
            

            
            The United States’ relations with Cuba were unsteady during President Obama’s first term in office but improved dramatically
               in his second term. When Obama took office, he outlined steps the Cuban government
               would need to take to demonstrate it was willing to open its isolated society. He
               called for the Cuban government to release political prisoners, to allow U.S. telecommunications
               companies to conduct business in Cuba, and for the Cuban government to end fees on
               U.S. money sent to Cuban nationals. However, early momentum in these negotiations
               was derailed in December 2009 when Cuban authorities arrested a U.S. Aid in Development
               contractor, Alan Gross, and sentenced him to 15 years in prison for spying and providing
               electronic communications equipment to the Jewish community in Cuba without authorization.
            

            
            In August 2013, there was a significant thaw in the historically cold relations between
               the two countries when the United States began to provide Cuban nationals who obtained
               a visa to visit the United States with a five-year window for travel without the need
               to obtain a new travel permit. Visits were not allowed for longer than six months,
               but Cubans could now visit their families in the United States repeatedly during a
               five-year window. In December 2014, the Cuban government released Alan Gross on humanitarian
               grounds, and on 20 July 2015, Cuba and the United States restored nearly full diplomatic
               relations and opened embassies in each country’s capital. The considerable improvement
               in Cuban-U.S. relations can be seen as a major foreign policy victory for the Obama
               administration. However, in the first year of the Donald Trump administration, there have been some efforts made to undo the progress.
            

            
            Throughout the Obama years, U.S. relations with Mexico were always cordial but a little
               uneasy. At the forefront of tensions was the movement of undocumented workers from
               Mexico into the United States. In 2009, at the beginning of the Obama administration,
               the U.S. Office of Homeland Security reported that approximately 62 percent of all
               undocumented workers in the United States came from Mexico. These numbers produced
               concern about illegal immigration, especially among Republican members of Congress and their partisan constituents. For his part, and throughout
               his time in office, President Obama sought to pass comprehensive immigration reform
               that would toughen border security while creating an easier path to U.S. citizenship
               for Mexican nationals. These efforts were always thwarted by Republican Party members
               of Congress. But, in the summer of 2012, President Obama did sign a series of executive orders that addressed some of the salient immigration issues that Congress had failed to
               address, including providing legal redress for young Latin Americans who entered the
               U.S. illegally as children. The move was viewed favorably by the Mexican government
               and most Latin Americans residing in the United States. In September of 2017, the
               Donald Trump administration tried to undo some of the progress, and the possibility
               of young undocumented individuals being deported has riled the nation anew.
            

            
            Another point of diplomatic tension between the United States and Mexico during the
               Obama administration was drug trafficking. Throughout, the United States routinely
               sent aid to the Mexican government in a joint effort to combat the activities of drug
               cartels in that country. One failed attempt to cooperate between the two governments
               was called Operation Fast and Furious. The program initiated by the U.S. ATF attempted to track guns sold in the United
               States to Mexican drug cartels. The cooperative endeavor was deemed a failure when
               firearms sold as part of the operation were used to kill a U.S. border agent. A third
               issue between the United States and Mexico that surfaced during the Obama administration
               was the regulation of the trucking industry, particularly as it related to trade between
               the two countries under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In July 2011,
               President Obama signed an agreement with the Mexican government that ended the dispute,
               and improved trade relations ensued.
            

            
            During the Obama administration, U.S. economic relations with Brazil improved considerably.
               On 14 March 2009, the president met with then-president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
               to discuss trade, energy, and the environment. In 2011, the United States and Brazil signed the Agreement on Trade and Economic
               Cooperation to enhance economic cooperation and investment opportunities between the
               two largest markets in the Western Hemisphere. By 2016, near the end of the Obama
               administration, total trade between the two countries reached $88.2 billion, with
               a $22.3 billion trade surplus for the United States. In 2008, before Obama took office,
               total trade between the two countries was approximately $57 billion, and the United
               States had a trade deficit. It is worth noting, however, that in June 2013, U.S. relations
               with Brazil were strained by the release of classified information by Edward Snowden, a former National Security Agency (NSA) employee. The communiqués revealed considerable
               U.S. spying activity around the world and in Brazil. A Brazilian newspaper released
               an investigative story based on the Snowden documents, which found that the NSA had
               directly targeted the Brazilian government and its leaders. Following the revelation,
               Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff canceled a trip to Washington, D.C., as a protest
               and to communicate her disapproval of U.S. policy.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST

         
         	
            During the first Obama administration, in December 2010, the Arab Spring movement began in the Middle East with citizens in many countries protesting for
               democratic reforms. With the exception of Libya, the Obama administration’s position was to be supportive of the call for democracy,
               without a willingness to get involved militarily. Egypt, one of the closest allies of the United States in the Middle East, experienced considerable
               turmoil during this movement, with the sequential ousting of a dictatorial leader,
               Hosni Mubarak, and a democratically elected leader, Mohamed Morsi. President Obama
               stayed silent when a significant segment of the Egyptian population was calling for
               the removal of their democratically elected leader. His only consistent message was
               that all parties (or people) should be involved in the democratic process. Once Morsi
               was removed from office in the summer of 2013, Obama stated his deep concern about
               the Egyptian military’s removal of a democratically elected president.
            

            
            The removal of President Morsi in Egypt had significant implications for U.S. foreign
               aid to the country. It had been customary for the United States to pull any foreign
               aid from a country that experiences a coup d’état. If the United States labeled the
               removal of Morsi a coup, it would need to stop providing the $1.5 billion in aid that
               it was giving Egypt annually. However, the policy options got complicated because
               most of the foreign aid was in the form of the purchase of U.S. military hardware
               that had already been ordered. The American defense industry contractors certainly
               did not want these orders canceled. Moreover, foreign aid gave the United States a
               certain amount of leverage in trying to mediate a peaceful solution to the conflict
               raging in the country. President Obama stated publicly that stopping aid to Egypt
               might lead to greater instability in the region, in large part because Egypt, historically,
               had been effective at finding ways to attenuate strife among warring factions in the
               Middle East.
            

            
            In the Middle East and North Africa, there was also the issue of the Libyan civil
               conflict, which began in February 2011. President Obama’s initial foreign policy position
               in this matter was to simply wait and see what developed. The relatively new American
               president had been working to reverse the perception of the United States as eager
               to act unilaterally with military force when confronted with international problems.
               With the protests of the Libyan people calling for the removal of Muammar Gadhafi growing, Obama began to offer rhetorical support to the protestors by echoing their
               sentiments and calling for Gadhafi to step down and leave the country. With the conflict
               ever increasing and evidence of mass killing by Gadhafi’s army growing, the pressure
               mounted on the United States to intervene.
            

            
            The use of force eventually gained public support in the United States when the conflict
               was framed as a humanitarian mission. Approval of an intervention was eventually granted
               by the U.S. Congress, supported by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly and authorized by the UN Security Council. Then, in March 2011,
               the UN approved the enforcement of a no-fly zone over Libya. Around the same time,
               the Obama administration expelled Libyan diplomats from the United States who were
               loyal to the Gadhafi regime and closed the Libyan embassy. On 15 July, Obama officially
               recognized the rebels in Benghazi as Libya’s legitimate government and reopened the Libyan embassy in August under
               the control of a Transitional National Council (TNC), an umbrella political arm of
               the Libyan resistance movement. U.S. and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
               forces took the lead in enforcing a no-fly zone and providing air support and supplies
               to the rebels fighting pro-Gadhafi forces. The assistance allowed the rebels to eventually
               capture and kill Gadhafi, and U.S. military involvement in Libya ended on 31 October
               2011, despite the request of the TNC that the mission stay in place until the year’s
               end.
            

            
            President Obama also needed to deal with the Israeli and Palestinian conflict in the Middle East throughout the eight years of his presidency.
               Since the formation of Israel as an independent nation-state in 1948, the United States
               has been one of the country’s strongest allies. This close relationship has always
               provided challenges for U.S. foreign policy with other Arab nations in the Middle
               East, especially when it comes to the issue of Palestinian sovereignty. In 2011, Palestine
               applied for statehood at the UN, and the United States immediately threatened to veto
               the request. The threat seemed to be sufficient because the statehood request was
               dropped from consideration by the UN Security Council.
            

            
            In 2012, Palestine tried again, but this time for acceptance to the UN as an “observer
               state,” which would not require the approval of the United States or the Security
               Council. This worked, and the region of the Middle East identified as Palestine is
               now recognized by the United Nations as an observer state. The United States, Canada,
               and Israel were among the nine members of the General Assembly that voted against
               the proposal. The Obama administration’s position was to support a negotiated two-state
               solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict based on the borders that existed before
               1967. But the American president did not support a two-state solution imposed by the
               UN General Assembly. After a considerable lapse in formal negotiations, on 29 July
               2013 peace talks were officially restarted, and Secretary of State John Kerry began holding talks with both parties with the goal of achieving a negotiated two-state
               solution, which never occurred.
            

            
            The other major international dispute in the Middle East during the Obama administration
               was strained relations between the United States and Iran. This relationship actually had brief signs of improvement in 2008, when President
               Ahmadinejad of Iran congratulated Obama on his presidential win. This was the first
               time a leader from Iran congratulated a U.S. president-elect since the Islamic Revolution
               in 1979. However, by April 2009, relations became strained once again. At the time,
               Iran captured an Iranian American journalist and sentenced her to prison for spying.
               She was released four months later in a negotiated prisoner swap that resulted in
               the U.S. release of five Iranian diplomats arrested in January 2007 for being part
               of a group the United States considers a terrorist organization.
            

            
            Then, in June 2009, Iran held presidential elections, and President Obama praised
               the country for the “robust debates” that had been taking place throughout the campaign.
               However, his praise quickly turned to dissent when reports of violent arrests and
               voting irregularities surfaced. After the election, and perhaps in response to the
               United States’ negative comments about the Iranian presidential election, Iran arrested
               three American hikers on 31 July 2009 for allegedly crossing the border into Iran
               and engaging in espionage. The hikers were released more than two years later in September
               of 2011. Although relations between the two nations have been strained by the arrests
               and release of individual citizens, the major conflict between the two countries was
               Iran’s nuclear program. The United States did not accept the right of Iran to have
               nuclear military capabilities, and U.S. officials during the Obama administration
               consistently demanded that Iran dismantle its nuclear program. For the most part,
               Iran ignored the demands and continued to enrich uranium.
            

            
            In 2010, Iran boasted that it had the ability to enrich weapons-grade uranium but
               insisted that its intentions were the peaceful production of nuclear energy. Without
               any hard evidence of a military nuclear capability, the Obama administration was reluctant
               to take any significant military actions against Iran. In other developments during
               the Obama administration, Iran captured a U.S. drone that it reported was flying in Iranian airspace in December 2011. Then, in November
               2012, two Iranian jets shot down two U.S. drones over international waters.
            

            
            In June 2013, the Iranian people elected a new president, Hassan Rouhani, and in September
               2013 Rouhani reached out to President Obama in a telephone conversation representing
               the first time the leaders of the two nations had spoken to one another since the
               Iranian Revolution in 1979. Last, in 2015, crippling economic sanctions against Iran
               were lifted when Iran successfully negotiated with the United States and other world
               powers an agreement that allows the International Atomic Energy Agency to inspect
               Iranian nuclear facilities and to restrict the enrichment of weapons-grade uranium.
               President Donald Trump, for his part, campaigned for president with the promise to
               undo the Iran nuclear deal with world powers. See also GAZA STRIP; IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

         
         	
            In 2007, at the beginning of the 110th Congress (2007–09), Barack Obama left the Environment and Public Works Committee to take a seat on the Foreign Relations Committee. As part of the move he also became
               chair of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs. The standing committee assignment gives senators foreign policy experience and knowledge
               that is important for any person who may consider a run for the White House. Obama
               stayed on the standing committee until he left the Senate in late 2008. The Foreign
               Relations Committee is one of the original 10 standing committees in the U.S. Senate.
            

            
            The standing committee oversees and funds foreign aid programs, including arms sales
               and military training programs for allied governments. The committee also conducts
               confirmation hearings for high-level positions in the Department of State and has
               jurisdiction over nominations to diplomatic posts around the world. Historically,
               the committee has considered many very important foreign policy moves by the United
               States, including the purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867 and the establishment
               of the United Nations in 1945. The sister committee in the House of Representatives
               is the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
            

         

         
         	FORT HOOD SHOOTING, 2009

         
         	
            A mass killing, perpetrated by an army psychiatrist, on 5 November 2009 at the Fort
               Hood, Texas, military base. The shooting was the worst mass shooting to ever take
               place at an American military installation. Major Nidal Malik Hasan opened fire, killing
               13 people and wounding 32 others before being shot and then captured alive. Major
               Hasan stated that he killed the U.S. troops because they posed an imminent threat
               to Taliban leaders in Afghanistan. He was arraigned by a military court on 20 July 2011 and charged with 13 counts
               of premeditated murder and 32 counts of attempted murder.
            

            
            After numerous legal battles about Hasan’s mental state and the original judge’s demand
               that Hasan shave his beard consistent with military protocol, jury selection began
               on 9 July 2013. Hasan, who decided to represent himself in the trial, claimed that
               he had grown the beard for religious reasons. On 16 July, the U.S. government and
               Hasan selected a jury of 13 members, and the new judge assigned to the case allowed
               Hasan to keep the beard. The trial resulted in a conviction, and on 28 August 2013,
               the jury recommended the death penalty for Hasan.
            

         

         
         	FOX NEWS

         
         	
            Fox News Channel is a cable news network owned by Fox Entertainment Group. The channel
               was created by Rupert Murdoch and launched in the United States on 7 October 1996.
               It has grown to become a dominant 24-hour cable news network in the country. Many
               critics claim that Fox News promotes conservative political positions and biased reporting.
               Fox News commentators, anchors, and reporters deny any bias in their reporting. Many
               of the individuals that have air time on the network were highly critical of President
               Obama throughout his time in office. The network has promoted beliefs held by the
               birthers, criticized the expansion of the school lunch program under the Obama administration, and berated the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Obama’s signature health-care reform policy, and most other initiatives supported
               by the president.
            

            
               Fox News reports that Donald Trump wins the 2016 presidential election.

               

            

         

         
         	FOXX, ANTHONY (30 APRIL, 1971–)

         
         	
            Foxx served as the United States Secretary of Transportation from 2013 to 2017 during
               Barack Obama’s second term in office. Previously, he was the mayor of Charlotte, North
               Carolina, from 2009 to 2013. Foxx was confirmed by the Senate by a vote of 100–0.
               At Obama’s 2015 State of the Union address, an event where those in the line of presidential succession are present, Foxx did
               not attend, serving the role of designated survivor.
            

            
             Foxx was the 20th African American in U.S. history to serve as a cabinet secretary.
               The first African American was also a secretary of transportation in the Gerald Ford
               administration. William Coleman Jr. was appointed and confirmed in 1975. Early in
               2016, Secretary Foxx unveiled President Obama’s plans to invest in automotive research.
               He noted in the speech, “We are on the cusp of a new era in automotive technology
               with enormous potential to save lives, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and transform
               mobility for the American people.” However, time ran out on the Obama administration
               initiative, but many speculate that some aspects of the Obama transportation agenda
               will be enacted during the Donald Trump administration.
            

         

         
         	FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS

         
         	
            A treaty between two or more countries establishing a free trade zone where the movement
               of goods and services can be conducted without government import and export taxes, duties, or tariffs. On 21 October 2011, President Obama signed three free trade
               agreements, one each with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama. These new agreements increased U.S. exports to the three countries,
               created new U.S. jobs, and caused an increase in the nation’s annual gross domestic
               product of about $11 billion. Each agreement included language that attempts to standardize
               regulations related to workers’ rights, the environment, and intellectual property
               so that American workers and businesses are not disadvantaged by trading partners
               that play by different rules. The president also negotiated with South Korea to secure
               market access for U.S. automakers Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler. Although Obama received considerable rhetorical pushback from Republicans in the 112th Congress (2011–13) on nearly every legislative initiative he supported, these trade measures
               were approved quickly and with considerable bipartisan support.
            

            
             In May 2015, President Obama noted, “I have made rigorous trade enforcement a central
               pillar of U.S. trade policy, and we have moved aggressively to protect American workers
               and to improve labor laws and working conditions with trading partners across the
               globe.” There is considerable truth to the president’s contention, because from 2011
               through 2015, straddling his two administrations, exports of American-made goods hit
               new record levels each year. Throughout his time in office, President Obama prioritized
               increasing U.S. exports through smart, cutting-edge trade agreements, and his work
               on a Trans-Pacific Partnership is an example of this sort of initiative. This policy, however, never got sufficient
               congressional backing and was roundly criticized by both conservative and liberal
               Americans, with a populous or nativist political agenda, during the 2016 presidential
               election campaign.
            

            
            Notably, during the Obama administration the United States made aggressive use of
               World Trade Organization (WTO) practices that allow countries to file grievances over
               unfair trade practices. In the vast majority of these cases, the United States received
               some sort of compensation when rulings were made in support of the Obama administration’s
               position. Estimates suggest that these enforcement wins were worth billions of dollars
               in exports for American farmers and ranchers; manufacturers of high-tech steel, aircraft,
               and automobiles; and many others. See also FROMAN, MICHAEL (20 AUGUST 1962–).
            

         

         
         	FROMAN, MICHAEL (20 AUGUST 1962–)

         
         	
            Froman served as U.S. trade representative during President Barack Obama’s second
               term in office. Froman was a classmate of Barack Obama’s at Harvard Law School. He grew up in San Rafael, California, and received an A.B. degree in public and
               international affairs from the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University. He also
               received a Ph.D. from St. Anthony’s College at Oxford and a J.D. from Harvard. At
               Harvard, Froman and President Obama toiled together as student workers at the Harvard Law Review. Froman held several positions in the Clinton administration where he rose to the
               position of chief of staff for Robert Rubin in the Department of the Treasury. During
               the George W. Bush administration, both Froman and Rubin worked on Wall Street for
               Citigroup, where Froman was head of emerging market funds, earning a multimillion-dollar
               salary.
            

            
            Froman and President Obama were not in touch after their time at Harvard until Obama’s
               2004 Senate campaign. At that time, Froman volunteered to advise Obama on economic
               policy. After Obama’s successful bid for president in 2008, Froman served on a 12-member
               transition advisory team. In 2009, Froman went to work as deputy assistant to the
               president and deputy national security adviser for international economic affairs
               at the National Security Council and the National Economic Council, positions he had
               also held in the Bill Clinton administration. He held these positions until becoming U.S. trade representative,
               a cabinet position, in the second Obama administration. In this role he was responsible
               for negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement. Environmental groups, and Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts), have criticized Froman for negotiating the trade agreement in
               secret. His lack of transparency was seen as a way to take care of his friends on
               Wall Street at the expense of sensible environmental policies. Populist candidates
               on both the right (Donald Trump) and the left (Senator Bernie Sanders, I-Vermont) opposed the trade agreement.
            

         

         
         	FURMAN, JASON (18 AUGUST 1970–)

         
         	
            At the beginning of President Barack Obama’s second term in office, Furman was appointed
               chair of the Council of Economic Advisers. He had, however, played an important policy
               role in most of the major economic policies implemented during the entire Obama presidency.
               During Obama’s first term in office, Furman held the title deputy director of the
               National Economic Council. He had also been involved as the economic policy director
               for Obama’s successful 2008 presidential election campaign. Furman was born and raised
               in New York City and received a B.A. in social studies from Harvard in 1992. He subsequently
               earned a master’s degree from the London School of Economics and a subsequent master’s
               degree from Harvard and a Ph.D. from Harvard in 2004. His Ph.D. dissertation adviser
               at Harvard was N. Gregory Mankiw, who had served as chair of the Council of Economic
               Advisers in the George W. Bush administration.
            

            
             Furman is credited with helping to devise policies that pulled the country out of
               the Great Recession. He was one of the architects of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. In particular, he was able to identify stimulus spending opportunities and business
               tax breaks that would grow the economy while also benefitting poorer Americans. Furman
               is also credited with helping to negotiate the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, providing insights into the likely macroeconomic consequences of the health-care
               overhaul legislation. Given the dire economic conditions the nation faced when Obama
               took office in 2009, Furman is credited with moving the country forward and for much
               of the economic success the country continues to enjoy in the early years of the Donald Trump administration. In January 2017, Furman took a position as an analyst for the Peterson
               Institute for International Economics. In his early life he made considerable sums
               of money as a juggler in a park in New York City.
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         	GADHAFI, MUAMMAR (AROUND 1942–20 OCTOBER 2011)

         
         	
            The dictatorial leader of the Libyan Arab Republic from 1969 to 2011. Gadhafi and
               other young Libyan military officers ousted the monarchy of King Idris I in a bloodless
               coup d’état in 1969. Gadhafi changed the official name of Libya in 1977 to the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. His precise birth date
               is unknown, but he is believed to have been born between 1940 and 1943. Shortly after
               the beginning of the Arab Spring in 2011, Gadhafi spoke out in support of the Tunisian government and against democratic
               protestors. With little progress by the Tunisian government in trying to prevent the
               mass movement against authoritarian rule, Gadhafi rightly began to fear that the protest
               movement might spread to Libya. In order to deter an uprising, he reduced food prices,
               purged the military of suspected defectors, and released numerous Islamist prisoners.
            

            
            His preemptive moves were not sufficient, however, and on 17 February 2011, political
               protests began in Tripoli, the nation’s capital. Libyan citizens began calling for
               the removal of the Gadhafi government. In response, the ruler announced that he would
               rather die a martyr than relinquish his power and that he would hunt down any defectors.
               His proclamation was viewed by many in the world community as a declaration of war
               on the citizens of Libya. After considerable loss of life, and with considerable potential
               for additional carnage, President Obama and other North Atlantic Treaty Organization
               (NATO) countries intervened with a no-fly zone over the country and carried out airstrikes
               on Gadhafi’s forces.
            

            
            When it became clear that he was losing the battle with Libyan citizens and NATO,
               Gadhafi moved from city to city around the country where he still had strongholds
               of support and tried to rally the people to defend his government. But on 20 October
               2011, the Misratan militia captured Gadhafi near his hometown of Sirte (also spelled
               Surt). After being captured, the soldiers beat and stabbed Gadhafi to death while
               filming the attack on their cell phones. Video of his death was released on the Internet
               for the world to see. Five days later, the transitional Libyan government announced
               that Gadhafi had been buried in an undisclosed location in the desert. During the
               presidential election campaign of 2012 in the United States, President Obama on occasion
               would make reference to the arguably successful NATO mission as metaphoric support
               for his competence as commander in chief of the U.S. Armed Forces. See also FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST.
            

         

         
         	GANG OF SIX

         
         	
            There existed two distinct groups referred to as “the Gang of Six” during the Barack
               Obama administration. The first Gang of Six was formed to negotiate a compromise between
               competing plans for health-care reform in 2009. Members of this group, consisting
               of six senators, included three senators from the Democratic Party and three from the Republican Party. The senators involved were Max Baucus (D-Montana), Jeff Bingaman (D-New Mexico), Kent Conrad (D-North Dakota), Mike Enzi (R-Wyoming), Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), and Olympia Snowe (R-Maine). The competing plans they considered included the United States National
               Health Care Act, the America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009, the Healthy
               Americans Act or the Wyden-Bennett plan, and the America’s Healthy Future Act or the
               Baucus plan.
            

            
            The second Gang of Six was formed in 2011 in an attempt to draft a bipartisan solution
               to the debt ceiling crisis, or the possibility that the United States would default on financial obligations
               if Congress failed to agree to increase the amount of debt the country would carry.
               This group was also bipartisan with three members coming from each side of the aisle.
               Members of the group included Mark Warner (D-Virginia), Dick Durbin (D-Illinois), Kent Conrad (D-North Dakota), Saxby Chambliss (R-Georgia), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), and Tom Coburn (R-Oklahoma). Compromise was eventually reached between the six senators that would,
               potentially, reduce the deficit by $3.7 trillion over 10 years. But the legislation
               was met with harsh criticism from liberal Democrats for the austerity measures it
               entailed and from conservative Republicans for the increase in tax revenue proposed.
               In the end, President Obama largely endorsed the compromise language, and it was reasonably
               assumed he would be able to get members of his own political party to support the
               compromise, but Republicans in both the House and Senate derailed the initiative,
               despite members of their party helping to craft the legislation. In the end, the 2001
               debt ceiling crisis was averted with a stopgap measure that simply postponed serious
               discussion of the nation’s debt.
            

         

         
         	GARLAND, MERRICK (13 NOVEMBER, 1952–)

         
         	
            Garland was the choice of President Barack Obama to replace Antonin Scalia on the U.S. Supreme Court late in the president’s second term in office. His nomination, however, was caught
               up in political wrangling as Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell and his Republican Party colleagues in the upper chamber refused to hold hearings or to even consider the
               nominee given the relative close proximity of a presidential election. Garland was
               born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, and received an undergraduate degree and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. Early in his judicial career he practiced corporate litigation and then went on
               to work as a federal prosecutor in the U.S. Department of Justice. Early in 2013,
               Garland became the chief judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C. He
               had begun serving on the court in 1997 during the Bill Clinton administration.
            

            
             Under normal circumstances, Garland almost certainly would have breezed through the
               Senate confirmation process. He was well respected as a moderate judge by nearly all
               government observers. As a prosecutor he was considered “tough on crime,” and in civil
               matters his opinions rarely produced dissenting views. However, some note that his
               opinions have shown deference to government regulators as they create the bureaucratic
               rules used to implement legislative statutes.
            

            
            There was some controversy surrounding Garland’s first confirmation process when he
               took a seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals. He was first nominated in 1995 by President
               Clinton, and although there was a hearing, the Senate failed to vote on his nomination.
               The controversy was not about Garland’s qualifications, however, but was centered
               on whether his position on the court needed to be filled. In 1997, after being reelected
               president, Clinton again nominated Garland for the seat, and this time he was approved.
               There were 23 no votes in the Senate, but the opposition was, again, based on whether
               the seat needed to be filled and not about Garland’s qualifications.
            

         

         
         	GATES, ROBERT (25 JANUARY 1943–)

         
         	
            Robert Gates served in the Obama administration as the 22nd United States secretary
               of defense. He was born and raised in Wichita, Kansas, and earned a B.A. in 1965 in
               European history from the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. After
               graduating from college, Gates served two years in the U.S. Air Force and was recruited
               by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), where he became a Soviet special analyst.
               In 1974, he received a Ph.D. in Russian and Soviet history from Georgetown University. After receiving his doctorate, he
               joined the National Security Council in the Richard Nixon administration and continued
               to work for the agency in the Ford and Carter administrations until 1979. At that time, he returned to the CIA and worked his way
               up to become deputy director by 1982. President Reagan nominated Gates as director
               of the CIA in 1987, but he withdrew due to his knowledge of the Iran-Contra Affair,
               or the selling of arms to Iran and using the profits to fund Contras in Nicaragua. Gates felt that the program,
               sponsored by the Reagan administration, was at minimum unethical.
            

            
            From 1989 to 1991, Gates was the deputy national security adviser to President George
               H. W. Bush and was nominated by the first President Bush to the post of CIA director
               in 1991. This time Gates accepted the nomination, and after the Senate confirmed him,
               he became the youngest director of the agency founded in 1947. Gates, however, held
               the position only through 1992. After retiring from the CIA, Gates lectured at prestigious
               universities across the nation and served on the board of trustees of several large
               corporations. Then, in 1999, he was named dean of the George Bush School of Government
               and Public Service at Texas A&M University, and he became president of the university
               in 2002. In 2006, Gates was appointed secretary of defense by President George W. Bush and was confirmed by the Senate, replacing Donald Rumsfeld.
            

            
            Gates remained in the position of secretary of defense in the Obama administration
               until his retirement in 2011. During the Obama years, Gates was a proponent of overturning
               the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy regarding LGBT individuals serving openly in the U.S. military. Also, in his years in the Obama
               administration, Gates was reluctant to support Operation Neptune Spear, the raid that led to the killing of Osama bin Laden. But when the decision was made to go forward with the raid, he worked diligently
               to assist the initiative. On 30 June 2011, during his farewell ceremony, President
               Obama presented Gates with the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his many years of
               service to the country in the national security policy arena.
            

         

         
         	GAY MARRIAGE

         
         	
            Same-sex marriage is the marriage of two individuals who share the same biological
               sex. The legal sanctioning of same-sex marriage has been a policy goal of the lesbian,
               gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community in the United States for some time. The issue was particularly salient
               in American domestic politics during the Obama administration. In 1996, President
               Bill Clinton passed the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which defined marriage strictly as a union between a man and a woman, for all federal proposes. The act also allowed the American states to refuse to
               recognize same-sex marriages that took place in another state.
            

            
               Two happy grooms cutting their cake at their now legal wedding.

               

            

            During the 2008 presidential campaign, candidate Obama stated that he believes in
               the religious definition of marriage as one man and one woman, but he does not support
               a constitutional amendment that would define marriage as such. Two years into his
               presidency, he suggested that his position on gay rights was “evolving” and aligning
               more directly with the views of the LGBT lobby. However, it was not until 23 February
               2011 that Obama directed the Department of Justice to stop defending DOMA in court.
               Then in May 2011, the president announced support for gay marriage. This announcement
               was not originally scheduled by the administration but was prompted by a comment made
               by Vice President Joe Biden, who stated in a public forum that the president is “absolutely comfortable” with
               same-sex marriage. Once the vice president made the remark, President Obama made it
               his administration’s official position.
            

            
            In the early years of the Obama administration, many of the individual states began
               passing their own legislation to deal with the issue of same-sex marriage. Some measures
               sought to forbid the practice, while states such as Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts,
               New Hampshire, New York, Vermont, Maine, Maryland, and Washington, as well as the
               District of Columbia, played a lead role in allowing same-sex marriage. Throughout
               these efforts, the question of whether same-sex partners were eligible to receive
               the same state benefits that heterosexual married couples receive, such as spousal
               health insurance coverage, was paramount to the debate. Still other states, such as
               New Jersey and Rhode Island, passed laws that did not allow same-sex marriage but
               acknowledged marriages performed in other states. In 2008, California passed a same-sex
               marriage law only to have it stripped away in 2010 when the state passed a constitutional
               amendment, Proposition 8, which banned same-sex marriage. On 26 June 2013, the Supreme Court struck down California
               Proposition 8 and Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in a 5–4 decision. The opinion of the Court was that Section 3 of DOMA violated
               the guarantee of “equal protection” under the Fifth Amendment’s due process clause.
               See also DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL; UNITED STATES V. WINDSOR.
            

         

         
         	GAZA STRIP

         
         	
            Located in the Middle East between Egypt and Israel on the Eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, the Gaza strip is claimed by the state
               of Palestine. Approximately 1.7 million Palestinian Arabs live in the area. Most Israeli
               settlements were removed from the Gaza Strip in 2005, and since that time the Islamic
               Resistance Movement–Hamas and the Fatah political party, formerly known as the Palestinian
               National Liberation Movement, have fought for political control of the area. In 2005,
               Hamas was elected for the first time to rule the government in Gaza. Its political
               success caused a split within the Palestinian Authority, which resulted in Fatah setting
               up a government on the West Bank and Hamas governing the rest of Gaza.
            

            
            The political environment in the Gaza Strip and West Bank remained fluid throughout
               the Obama administration. President Obama consistently stated that he favored a negotiated
               peace that would provide for a Palestinian state coexisting with Israel. However,
               negotiations were often compromised by the lack of an unambiguous negotiating partner
               representing the Palestinian state. Secretary of State John Kerry, in the second Obama administration, spent a considerable amount of time in the region
               trying to negotiate a two-state solution to the conflict, but in the end his efforts
               fell short. See also FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST; GAZA STRIP: PALESTINE/ISRAEL WAR.
            

         

         
         	GAZA STRIP: PALESTINE/ISRAEL WAR

         
         	
            The war between Israel and the Palestinians has been waging since the predominately Jewish nation of Israel
               was created in the aftermath of World War II. Palestinians were forced to give up
               land as part of the Israeli settlement process and have been fighting to regain that
               land. During the Barack Obama presidency, the Palestinian people were fighting for
               the creation of an independent Palestinian state which would include the West Bank,
               Gaza Strip, and Jerusalem. Although the United States has consistently and passionately supported
               the Israelis militarily, the Obama administration, like other recent U.S. administrations,
               tried to produce a peaceful negotiated conclusion to the conflict.
            

            
            In the past, the United States was hesitant to acknowledge Palestine as a state and,
               consequently, was reluctant to endorse a two-state solution. The Obama administration
               approach, however, represented an appreciable deviation from earlier hesitation. Importantly,
               on 30 November 2012, the United Nations General Assembly voted to accept Palestine as a nonmember “observer state.” Although
               the United States voted in opposition of the observer state status because the president
               stated that the action was an attempt to internationalize the conflict, President
               Obama on 21 March 2013 in a speech at the Jerusalem Convention Center urged the Israeli
               people to support a two-state solution and allow the Palestinian people the “right
               to self-determination.” Throughout his second term in office, Obama’s secretary of
               state John Kerry met with both sides in a concerted effort to negotiate a peace deal. Although a negotiated
               settlement was never reached, the efforts of Kerry and the Obama administration did
               produce a protracted period of no escalation in the conflict. See also FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST.
            

         

         
         	GEITHNER, TIMOTHY F. (18 AUGUST 1961–)

         
         	
            The secretary of the treasury during the first term of the Barack Obama administration.
               Geithner was born in New York City but raised abroad in India, Thailand, and Zimbabwe.
               He graduated in 1983 from Dartmouth College, where he received an A.B. degree in government
               and Asian studies. From there, he went on to receive an M.A. degree in 1985 in the
               area of international economics from Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced
               International Studies. After receiving the graduate degree, Geithner went to work
               in Washington, D.C., at Kissinger & Associates, an international consulting firm founded
               by Henry Kissinger and Brent Scowcroft, where he stayed until 1988 when he joined
               the International Affairs Division at the Treasury Department. While at the Treasury
               Department, Geithner worked his way up to become the undersecretary for international
               affairs in 1999. He left that position in 2001 to work for the International Monetary
               Fund (IMF). Two years later, he left the IMF to take a job with the New York Reserve
               Bank in New York City.
            

            
            After the election of Barack Obama in early November 2008, Geithner was nominated
               on 24 November 2008 to be the next secretary of the treasury. During the confirmation
               process, information was uncovered that Geithner had failed to pay $34,000 in Social
               Security and Medicare taxes while he worked for the IMF. He testified that the mix-up
               was because he used software to prepare his own taxes and he had made “careless” and
               “unintentional” errors. The confusion was cleared after he paid the back taxes along
               with $15,000 in interest. He was subsequently confirmed by the Senate on 26 January
               2009.
            

            
            While serving in the Obama administration, Geithner was one of the president’s closest
               advisers on fiscal policies that were adopted to get the country’s economy back on
               track after the Great Recession. Although originally Geithner had argued that all George W. Bush–era tax cuts should be extended, in 2010 he changed his mind and supported the president’s
               position that the Bush-era tax cuts should expire for the wealthy and be extended
               only for the middle and lower classes. Geithner then led negotiations with Congress
               to avert the debt ceiling crisis in 2011 and on measures to avoid the fiscal cliff at the close of 2012. Although these efforts were much maligned by the media and
               public, in the end the nightmare economic consequences never materialized, and economic
               growth continued nearly unabated in the last three years Geithner served as secretary
               of the treasury. Approximately two weeks before President Obama’s second inauguration,
               Geithner announced that he would be stepping down from his position shortly after
               the beginning of the president’s second term. Geithner was replaced at the Treasury
               by Obama’s former chief of staff Jack Lew. Geithner then took a position as a distinguished fellow at the Council on Foreign
               Relations, a nonpartisan think tank.
            

         

         
         	GENERAL MOTORS (GM)

         
         	
            General Motors Company (GM) Inc. is an American automotive corporation based in Detroit,
               Michigan. In the midst of the Great Recession in June 2009, shortly after Obama had taken office, GM filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.
               This occurred after the company, founded in 1908, had led global sales of new automobiles
               from 1931 to 2007. The company was forced to undergo government-sponsored reorganization
               in July 2009 in order to received funds under what is known as the Obama administration’s
               auto bailout plan. As part of the plan, the U.S. government took over a controlling share of the
               company’s stock. Moreover, as part of the reorganization, several GM brands were discontinued,
               including the Saturn and Pontiac.
            

            
            Aided in a significant manner by the government measures and the Car Allowance Rebate System (CARS), GM returned to profitability in 2010 and repaid the bailout money by buying
               back the company stock the government had purchased. By 2013, the company was turning
               significant profits selling and servicing vehicles under the brands Chevrolet, Buick,
               GMC, Cadillac, Baojun, Holden, Isuzu, Jie Fang, Opel, Vauxhall, and Wuling.
            

         

         
         	GIBBS, ROBERT (29 MARCH 1971–)

         
         	
            President Obama’s first press secretary, Gibbs was born and raised in Auburn, Alabama.
               He graduated from North Carolina State University in 1993 with a B.A. in political
               science. From 1991 to 2003, Gibbs worked for numerous members of Congress, both in
               their Washington offices and on their election campaigns. Then, in 2003, he took a
               position on Senator John Kerry’s (D-Massachusetts) 2004 presidential campaign team as the press secretary. However,
               he resigned the position on 11 November 2003 when Kerry fired Jim Jordan as his campaign
               manager. Jordan had hired Gibbs to serve as the campaign’s press secretary. By April
               2004, Gibbs had joined Barack Obama’s 2004 U.S. Senate campaign as the communications
               director. After the successful campaign, Gibbs assisted Obama in his Senate office
               and was considered one of the future president’s closest advisers.
            

            
            After Senator Obama won the presidential election of 2008, Gibbs was named the White House press secretary on 22 November 2008. He assumed
               the role on 20 January 2009 and gave his first official briefing two days later. One
               of the major issues that Gibbs had to deal with during his tenure as the president’s
               press secretary was Obama’s birth certificate and the unfounded idea that President
               Obama was not born in the United States and therefore was not eligible for the office
               of the president. The right-wing conspiracy of the birther movement was finally put to rest when Gibbs made available at a press conference a
               photocopy of the long form of the president’s birth certificate. On 5 January 2011 Gibbs announced that he would
               step down as press secretary and move into a position on Obama’s 2012 reelection campaign,
               where he was instrumental in orchestrating another victory. He was replaced as press
               secretary by James “Jay” Carney. Subsequently, Gibbs took a position as executive vice president and global chief
               communications officer for McDonald’s. In this role Gibbs managed the corporation’s
               public relations efforts.
            

         

         
         	GIFFORDS, GABRIELLE (GABBY) (8 JUNE 1970–)

         
         	
            On 8 January 2011, Representative Giffords, along with eighteen other people, were
               shot during a public meeting held in a supermarket parking lot north of Tucson, Arizona.
               The U.S. House member was born and raised in Tucson and received her B.A. in 1993
               from Scripps College in Claremont, California, in Latin American history. She went
               on to receive an M.A. in regional planning from Cornell University in 1996. In 2001,
               she ran for and won a seat in the Arizona state house of representatives. From there
               she went on to become the youngest woman elected, in 2002, to the Arizona state senate. She served in the Arizona Senate until
               she resigned in 2005 to run for a U.S. House seat in the 2006 national midterm elections.
            

            
            She won the election in 2006 and represented Arizona’s 8th congressional district
               from 2007 until her resignation in 2012. Giffords was critically injured by the gunshot
               wound to her head in 2011 but miraculously survived and has recovered considerably
               following extensive rehabilitation. On 11 January 2011, President Barack Obama delivered
               a speech titled “Together We Thrive: Tucson and America” as a memorial to the victims
               of the Arizona mass shooting. A year later, in January 2012, Giffords submitted her resignation in an emotion-filled
               ceremony on the House floor. She has not fully regained all of her faculties and retired
               to focus on her recovery and rehabilitation. Giffords’s husband, Astronaut Mark Kelly,
               has led lobbying efforts for commonsense gun control measures, particularly ramping up his efforts in the aftermath of the mass killing
               at the elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut. In 2013, as part of his efforts, Kelly and his wife were filmed practicing with
               firearms at a gun shooting range. Their purpose was to show that they respected gun
               ownership and that their motives for background checks and other commonsense gun control
               measures were not motivated by a hatred of gun culture.
            

         

         
         	GINGRICH, NEWTON “NEWT” (17 JUNE 1943–)

         
         	
            A potential Republican opponent of President Barack Obama in the 2012 presidential
               election, Gingrich was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, but moved several times throughout
               the United States during his childhood. In 1965, he graduated from Emory University
               in Atlanta, Georgia, with a B.A. in history. From there he went on to earn M.A. and
               Ph.D. degrees in education from Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana. In 1970,
               he took a faculty job at what used to be West Georgia College but is now the University
               of West Georgia in the history department and then moved to the geography department
               in 1974. Gingrich left the university in 1978 after he was denied tenure, but he won
               a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives that same year.
            

            
               Presidential candidate Newt Gingrich addresses the Republican Leadership Conference
                     on 16 June 2011.
                  

               

            

            Gingrich represented Georgia’s 6th congressional district and quickly established
               himself as a leader of the Republican Party House opposition, rising to the position of minority whip in the 101st Congress (1989–91).
               Due to his expansive efforts and successful electioneering strategies in the 1994
               midterm elections, the new Republican Party majority in 1995 made Gingrich the Speaker
               of the House of Representatives. His steady rise to preeminence within the party,
               however, was to be followed by a comparatively precipitous decline. In 1998, following
               poor Republican congressional election results, he was pressured to resign the speakership
               by other party leaders. Even though he had won reelection in 1998, he resigned his
               Georgia House seat, unwilling to serve a lesser role than party leader. Besides the
               poor showing for Republicans in the 1998 election, Gingrich had also created enemies
               in his own party by bypassing seniority norms when choosing committee chairs.
            

            
            After his time in the House of Representatives, Gingrich remained involved in policy
               initiatives and stayed in the public eye, usually serving as a critic of any Democratic Party–sponsored policy proposals. There was speculation that Gingrich would run in the
               2008 presidential election, but he deferred, waiting until the 2012 presidential election
               to make his bid for the White House. Despite initial controversies within his personal
               campaign organization, which resulted in many of his senior aides walking out, Gingrich
               traversed a tough primary atmosphere and was the frontrunner for the Republican nomination
               for about a three-week period in December 2011. He lost his frontrunner status with
               the results of the Iowa Republican caucus in January 2012, where he finished fourth.
               On 24 April 2012, Gingrich suspended his campaign, and on 2 May 2012, he officially
               endorsed Mitt Romney and subsequently campaigned on behalf of Romney in the general election season. Throughout
               the 2012 campaign and the entire second term of the Obama administration, Gingrich
               maintained a steady drumbeat of criticism of administration policies. He failed to
               win the Republican nomination for president again in 2016 and became a relatively
               early and strong supporter of the Donald Trump presidential campaign.
            

         

         
         	GINSBURG, RUTH B. (15 MARCH 1933–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court during the Obama administration, Ginsburg consistently voted or ruled in a manner
               that supported the president’s policy positions. Ginsburg was born and raised in Brooklyn,
               New York, and in 1954 received a B.A. from Cornell University. She attended Harvard Law School but received her LL.B. from Columbia University Law School in New York City. Early in her professional career, Ginsburg served as
               a law clerk and held faculty jobs at Rutgers University School of Law, Columbia University
               Law School, and at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford
               University. In 1971, she was named the first director of the Women’s Rights Project created by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). After her
               involvement in the project, Ginsburg served on the general counsel of the ACLU from
               1973 to 1980 as well as on the board of directors from 1974 to 1980. In 1980, she
               left the ACLU when she was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. circuit. She was then appointed by President
               Bill Clinton to the Supreme Court in 1993 and took her seat on 10 August 1993.
            

            
            Ginsburg was the second woman and first female Jewish justice ever to be seated on
               the Supreme Court. Due to her previous work and her rulings while on the Court, it
               is generally assumed that Ginsburg belongs to the liberal bloc on the Court, in particular
               supporting positions that protect women’s rights, including abortion rights. During
               the Obama administration, one of the more important cases the Court heard was the
               claim that mandating individuals to purchase health insurance under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is an unconstitutional infringement of personal liberty and government meddling in
               interstate commerce. Ginsburg voted with the majority, who found that the insurance
               mandate was constitutional under the authority of the government to lay and collect
               taxes. In the 5–4 decision, her vote was crucial to establishing the final result.
            

         

         
         	GLOBAL WARMING

         
         	
            See CLIMATE CHANGE.
            

         

         
         	GOING PUBLIC

         
         	
            Going public refers to the practice of the president taking his message for policy
               change or reform directly to the American public. The idea of going public first materialized
               in the Woodrow Wilson administration after World War I when the U.S. Senate refused
               to support the treaty that would have allowed the country to join the League of Nations,
               a precursor to the United Nations with the similar goal of promoting peaceful solutions to international conflicts.
               In an effort to gain approval for the treaty, Wilson traveled the country by train
               and gave speeches in support of the League, hoping to bolster public opinion, which
               would then translate into Senate support for the treaty. Today, presidents routinely
               go public, often urging constituents to contact their members of Congress in an effort
               to force legislators to accept a particular policy prescription.
            

            
             With the high levels of partisanship and legislative gridlock in Congress during
               the Obama administration, the president went public on issues such as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, student loans, the debt ceiling, the fiscal cliff, and gun control, with decidedly mixed results. President Obama used the traditional means of reaching
               the public such as news conferences, nationally televised speeches, and public rallies.
               Interestingly, however, Obama was the first president to use social media such as
               Twitter and Facebook for the purpose of “going public” and was also more inclined
               than other recent presidents to be a guest on television talk shows in an attempt to gain public support for his policy positions. Subsequently, President
               Donald Trump has made aggressive use of Twitter to communicate with the American public, also
               with mixed results.
            

         

         
         	GOOLSBEE, AUSTAN D. (18 AUGUST 1969–)

         
         	
            In the Barack Obama administration, Goolsbee became the 26th chair of the Council
               of Economic Advisers (CEA). He was born in Texas but raised in California. He received
               a B.A. and an M.A. from Yale University in 1991, followed by a Ph.D. in economics
               from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1995. Goolsbee is a former Fulbright
               Scholar and Alfred P. Sloan Fellow. While working in the academy, he was a member
               of the Panel of Economic Advisers to the Congressional Budget Office, as well as a
               research associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research and a research fellow
               at the American Bar Foundation. Still more, he was a member of the U.S. Census Advisory
               Committee. Last, he was awarded the Peter Lisagor Award for Exemplary Journalism in
               2006 for articles published in Slate and the New York Times.
            

            
            Goolsbee became an economic adviser to Obama’s 2004 U.S. Senate campaign and four
               years later senior economic adviser to Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign. On his
               first day in office, President Obama nominated Goolsbee to serve on the Council of
               Economic Advisers (CEA). He was confirmed by the Senate on 10 March 2009. He took
               over as chair of the CEA in September 2010 and served until August 2011, when he decided
               to return to the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business. He was replaced
               at the CEA by Alan Krueger. During this time in the Obama administration, Goolsbee
               was the chief economist on the Economic Recovery Advisory Board, which helped design
               the Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. This legislation is viewed by many as responsible for stopping the country’s march
               toward a depression when Obama first took office.
            

         

         
         	GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

         
         	
            A situation created when Congress fails to pass legislation that funds government
               agencies and operations. A “shutdown” generally results in the furlough of nonemergency
               personnel and the temporary stoppage of agency activities and services. Since 1976,
               there have been a total of 18 partial government shutdowns, with the most recent shutdown
               prior to the Obama administration occurring in 1995 and 1996 during the Bill Clinton administration.
            

            
               A sign at Grand Tetons National Park in Wyoming, stating that the park is closed due
                     to the government shutdown.
                  

               

            

            The Obama administration experienced a partial shutdown from 1 to 16 October 2013.
               The refusal of Congress to appropriate funds for government operations occurred because
               insurgent members of the Republican Party in the House of Representatives were trying to tie funding the government to the
               cancellation or defunding of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act known as “Obamacare.” The president, for his part, made the case that he was unwilling to allow the Congress
               to hold the government hostage in exchange for political concessions. The tactics
               used by the Republicans, however, are not without precedent. Government partial shutdowns
               occurred in both the Jimmy   Carter and Ronald Reagan administrations over government abortion policies. The Republican
               move, however, was remarkable because it occurred so close to a recent election cycle
               in which the issue of health-care reform figured prominently and in which the president
               was reelected and his Democratic Party counterparts, who generally support the health-care reform, picked up seats in both
               chambers of Congress.
            

         

         
         	GRASSLEY, CHARLES “CHUCK” (17 SEPTEMBER 1933–)

         
         	
            The senior U.S. senator from Iowa, “Chuck” Grassley served as a member of the first
               Gang of Six, a group of six senators who sought to create bipartisan compromise health-care reform
               legislation during Obama’s first term. Grassley was born and raised in New Hartford,
               Iowa. He graduated from the University of Northern Iowa in 1955 and received a graduate
               degree from that same school in 1956, then pursued additional graduate education at
               the University of Iowa in 1957–58. Three years after completing college, Grassley
               became a member of the Iowa state house of representatives. He served in the Iowa
               lower chamber from 1959 to 1974. In 1974, he ran for and was elected to the 94th Congress
               (1975–76) representing Iowa’s 3rd congressional district. He was reelected to the
               House for the 95th and 96th Congresses before running for the U.S. Senate in 1980.
               His Senate election bid was successful, and he has been reelected to an additional
               five six-year terms, most recently in 2016. Grassley has been a member of the Senate
               Finance Committee since the 107th Congress (2001–03), the committee that deals with
               all tax-related legislation.
            

            
             In 1993, during the Bill Clinton administration health-care debate, Grassley was one of 20 Republican senators that
               introduced legislation to create an individual health insurance mandate as a compromise
               with Clinton who sought a single-payer national health-care system. However, 16 years
               later when a similar measure was proposed as part of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in the Obama administration, Grassley adamantly opposed it. It was his original support
               in 1993 that made Grassley a prime candidate for inclusion in the Gang of Six, which
               focused on achieving a bipartisan compromise on health-care reform.
            

            
            In 2009, early in the Obama administration, Grassley was criticized because of a comment
               he made about various American International Group (AIG) executives. He stated that
               AIG executives that took large bonuses, after receiving Troubled Asset Relief Program funds, should follow the “Japanese example” by resigning immediately or commit suicide.
               Although he was roundly criticized for the violent nature of his comments, he did
               not back off of his policy position and dismissed the criticism by suggesting that
               he was only speaking rhetorically.
            

         

         
         	GRAVEL, MAURICE (MIKE) (13 MAY 1930–)

         
         	
            In 2006, the first Democratic Party candidate to announce that he would run for the party’s nomination for president
               in 2008, eventually competing with Senators Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton. “Mike” Gravel was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, and after struggling in both
               elementary and secondary school, he studied for one year at Assumption College in
               Worcester, Massachusetts. In his sophomore year, he transferred to American International
               College in Springfield, Massachusetts. However, a year into that, he enlisted in the
               U.S. Army for a three-year stint. After he was discharged, he attended Columbia University’s
               School of General Studies in New York City and ended up graduating in 1956 with a
               B.A. in economics.
            

            
            Gravel moved to the Alaska territory in 1956. The territory became the 49th state
               in January 1959. From 1956 to 1962, Gravel worked in real estate and for the Alaska
               Railroad. Then in 1963 he became involved in politics, running for the Alaska state
               house of representatives. Eventually he was elected to the U.S. Senate from Alaska,
               serving two six-year terms from 1969 to 1981.
            

            
            During his run for president in 2008, Gravel had very limited campaign funds, as was
               evident when he took public transportation to make his announcement that he would
               be a candidate for the 2008 Democratic Party nomination. During early debates, Gravel
               grabbed attention away from Obama and Clinton with his bold comments and policy prescriptions,
               causing him to be the most searched candidate on the Internet early in the campaign.
               However, the curiosity of the public did not translate into support for his nomination.
               Although he did not partake in the Iowa caucuses and only received 400 votes in the
               New Hampshire primary, he continued to campaign against Obama and Clinton through
               the end of January 2008. By 11 March 2008, with no chance of receiving the nomination,
               he endorsed Jesse Johnson, the Green Party candidate for president. Two weeks later,
               Gravel announced that he was switching to the Libertarian Party. He eventually ended
               up finishing fourth in the Libertarian Party candidate nomination contests in 2008
               and followed this performance with the announcement that “I just ended my political
               career.”
            

         

         
         	GREAT RECESSION

         
         	
            A recession is generally defined as two straight quarters of negative growth in a
               country’s gross domestic product (GDP). The Great Recession in the United States began
               in the fourth quarter of 2007 when stock markets around the world spiraled downward and home prices in the United States began falling
               precipitously. The recession lasted through the second quarter of 2009, when GDP began
               to climb anew. The bursting of the housing bubble in the United States caused the
               values of securities tied to the real estate market to plummet, which damaged financial
               institutions globally. The Great Recession affected the entire world economy, with
               some parts of the world experiencing more residual negative effects of the global
               economic downturn than others. Throughout the Barack Obama administration, economic
               recovery was not as robust as critics of the president claim it ought to be, or would
               have been if he had pursued alternative policy positions. Major symptoms of a sluggish
               recovery were the debt crisis in some European nations, high levels of household indebtedness,
               trade imbalances with certain countries (particularly China), and stagnant wages.
            

            
               The Great Recession’s impact can be felt throughout the world economy.

               

            

             In an effort to reduce the lasting effects of the Great Recession, the chair of the
               Federal Reserve, Ben Bernanke, in 2013 reduced the federal funds rate, or the interest rate at which banks can
               borrow money from the government, to near zero percent. Other programs that were implemented
               during the Obama administration to bring the U.S. out of recession were the Troubled Asset Relief Program, the Car Allowance Rebate System, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the auto bailout, the First-Time Home Buyers Credit, and unemployment benefits extension. Although the recession officially ended in June 2009, many middle-class Americans
               continued to suffer from the fallout, and many Americans perceived that the United
               States was still in a recession long after it had ended, which hampered the president’s
               approval ratings and Democratic Party success in midterm congressional elections. See also DODD-FRANK WALL STREET REFORM AND CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT.
            

         

         
         	GREEN-COLLAR JOBS

         
         	
            Green-collar jobs are those in the environmental sector of the economy. These “green
               jobs” satisfy the demand for environmentally sound development and environmentally
               conscious public policies to improve conservation and environmental sustainability.
               Professionals in this sector are conservation movement workers, environmental consultants,
               environmental or biological systems engineers, green building architects, solar energy
               and wind energy engineers, nuclear engineers, green vehicle engineers, green business
               owners, organic farmers, environmental lawyers, ecology educators, and ecotechnology
               workers.
            

            
             Throughout Barack Obama’s time in office, he consistently pushed for the creation
               of more ecofriendly forms of energy and the jobs that went with them. In an effort
               to push companies to develop more environmentally sound forms of energy, financial
               assistance, primarily in the form of tax breaks, was distributed to green companies as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. One of the recipients of this money was Solyndra, a solar energy manufacturing facility in Freemont, California. The Obama administration
               received considerable criticism when it was learned the company had received approximately
               $500 million in government loans and subsequently went bankrupt and had to lay off
               its workforce.
            

            
            Green energy initiatives gained additional support in the aftermath of the Gulf oil spill, as people and companies grappled with viable alternatives to finite energy sources
               such as oil and coal. During Obama’s time in office, wind and solar energy witnessed
               modest growth as an alternative to fossil fuels and nuclear power for the purpose
               of generating electricity. Most specifically, the green alternatives moved from 1.4
               percent of domestic power generation to 14.9 percent from 2009 to 2016. Although at
               the beginning of his first term President Obama pledged $150 billion toward green
               energy solutions over 10 years and five million new green jobs, there was a smaller
               level of investment and jobs created. Much of the failure to achieve the investment
               goal came about as the result of members of the Republican Party in Congress opposing these initiatives. See also PARIS AGREEMENT.
            

         

         
         	GRIDLOCK

         
         	
            A term indicating the inability of Congress to effectively pass legislation due to
               partisan obstruction by members of the Republican and Democratic parties. Gridlock is most likely when the majority party in the Senate lacks a filibuster-proof
               majority of 60 sitting senators. In President Obama’s first two years in office, during
               the 111th Congress, there was little gridlock because the president enjoyed serving with either 59 or
               60 senators from the Democratic Party. Obama was allowed to push his legislative agenda
               during his first two years with minimal disruption from Republicans. Senate majority
               leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nevada) commented that “this was by far the most productive Congress in American
               history, and the lame duck session we’re finishing was the most productive of its
               kind.” Although his statement is almost certainly not true, it did reflect a prevailing
               sentiment that President Obama’s first Congress was quite productive.
            

            
             Following the election of 2010, the Republicans picked up seats in the Senate, and in the 112th Congress gridlock ensued. The gridlock resulted in the fewest number of bills being passed
               in a contemporary Congress. Republicans continued to win Senate seats in the 113th Congress and took majority control of the upper chamber in the 114th Congress. These Republican gains continued to compromise legislative productivity, which in
               turn led to great dysfunction in passing annual appropriation bills. The gridlock
               created by the Republicans over the last six years of Obama’s presidency was epitomized
               following the death of Justice Antonin Scalia, when they refused to hold a confirmation hearing for Obama appointee Merrick Garland.
            

         

         
         	GUANTANAMO BAY

         
         	
            A much-maligned detention and interrogation facility at the U.S. Guantanamo Bay Naval
               Base in Cuba. As a presidential candidate, Barack Obama pledged to close the facility
               where severe human rights abuses have allegedly taken place. The detention center
               was established in January 2002 during the George W. Bush administration as a place to house “enemy combatants” or potential terrorists captured
               during the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. According to the Brookings Institution, the population of the detention center,
               known as “Gitmo,” peaked in 2004 with 558 detainees. By the end of 2008, a total of
               779 individuals had passed through the facility, and at the end of the Obama administration,
               there were still 55 prisoners housed at the military base.
            

            
               Barbed and razor wire that surrounds the Guantanamo Bay detention center.

               

            

            Allegations surfaced of violations of the legal rights of detainees under the Geneva
               Conventions, and accusations of torture and abusive treatment of detainees by U.S. military personnel have been widespread.
               President Bush claimed that the facility was not required to grant basic constitutional
               protections to the prisoners because the military base was outside U.S. territory.
               He also claimed that the facility was not required to observe the Geneva Conventions,
               as they did not apply to unlawful enemy combatants. The U.S. Supreme Court declared
               in 2006 that the trial methods employed on the base were in violation of the Geneva
               Conventions and the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
            

            
            On 22 January 2009, two days after becoming president, Barack Obama ordered the closure
               of the facility within one year. When Obama signed the executive order to close the center, the number of individuals housed at Gitmo had fallen to 245
               men. He also ordered a review of the methods used for transferring detainees to the
               United States for imprisonment or trial. The executive order also required interrogators
               to use only techniques contained in the U.S. Army’s field manual on interrogation.
               The closure of the base was delayed by opposition from Republicans and some Democrats in Congress. They argued that housing the detainees on U.S. soil would imperil national
               security. In May 2009, in an effort to prevent the closing of the detention center,
               both chambers of Congress voted against any transfers of the detainees to the U.S.
               mainland. Without the appropriation of funds by Congress to pay for the transfers,
               Obama admitted that the deadline he had set for the facility’s closing would be missed.
            

            
            Then, in December 2009, Obama once again tried to close Gitmo with a presidential
               memorandum, which ordered the prisoners to the Thomson Correctional Center in Thomson,
               Illinois, but this too failed. Almost two years after Obama issued his executive order
               to close the facility, as part of a broader compromise, he signed the Defense Authorization
               Bill of 2011, which included provisions that barred the transfer of individuals from
               the facility, which meant it would have to stay open. Then, in February 2013, the
               vast majority of the remaining prisoners still being held at the base participated
               in a hunger strike.
            

            
            The 2013 hunger strike was the third such action by inmates since the opening of the
               center in 2002. Prisoners protested that some of them have been held for over 11 years
               without charges being brought against them and that there is no end in sight to their
               detention. In an effort to keep the detainees alive, the government began to force-feed
               the striking inmates. On 16 July 2013, a federal judge rejected a bid by three Guantanamo
               prisoners to stop the government from force-feeding them. The judge ruled that she
               did not have jurisdiction in the case and that if she did she would still rule against
               them because precedents have been set that require the government to do all it can
               to keep prisoners from committing suicide.
            

         

         
         	GULF OIL RIG EXPLOSIONS

         
         	
            Two notable oil rig explosions occurred in the Gulf of Mexico during Barack Obama’s
               time in office. On 20 April 2010, there was an explosion on the Deepwater Horizon oil rig owned and operated by Transocean and leased by British Petroleum. The rig sunk two days later, 41 miles off the coast of Louisiana. Following this
               explosion, oil flowed from the sea floor for 87 days until it was capped on 15 July
               2010 and declared sealed on 19 September 2010. It is estimated that the leak discharged
               4.9 million barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. There was extensive damage to
               marine and wildlife habitats causing considerable disruption of the fishing and tourism
               industries in the Gulf of Mexico.
            

            
               An offshore oil rig.

               

            

             The second oil rig explosion occurred on 16 November 2012. The explosion was caused
               by a welding activity on a platform located 17 miles off the coast of Louisiana, but
               it did not cause a major oil spill like the Deepwater Horizon disaster. On 17 January 2013, Black Elk Energy, the owner of the rig where the explosion occurred, submitted to a third-party review
               of its operations. The second oil rig explosion was used by the Obama administration
               as confirmation that oil drilling is a dangerous activity wrought with potential environmental
               consequences and as an affirmation for the need to invest in renewable clean energy
               sources. See also GULF OIL SPILL.
            

         

         
         	GULF OIL SPILL

         
         	
            On 20 April 2010, an explosion on board the Deepwater Horizon oil drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico led to the largest oil spill in U.S. history.
               Subsequent legal action has determined that the explosion came about in part as the
               result of British Petroleum (BP) cutting corners to save costs on safety procedures. The explosion was specifically
               linked to a bubble of methane gas that escaped the oil well. After the explosion,
               the Coast Guard conducted a three-day search for 11 of the 126 crew members, who were
               never found. With the sinking of the oil rig, a gushing wellhead was left uncapped
               for 87 days, spewing an estimated 4.9 million barrels (205.8 million gallons) of oil
               into the Gulf of Mexico. The oil contaminated over 1,000 miles of coastline, ranging
               from Texas to Florida, causing significant damage to wildlife and the seafood and
               tourism industries.
            

            
            After meeting with President Obama in June 2010, BP executives set up a $20 billion
               fund to settle claims with individuals that were financially affected by the spill.
               Following the oil spill accident, President Obama urged America to focus on “green
               energy” as his administration tried to hold BP and its subcontractors accountable
               for the spill. Criticism and support for the actions of the Obama administration in
               the aftermath of the oil spill were plentiful and varied. Primarily, critics argued
               that the Obama administration did not act quickly enough to assist the capping of
               the well or take an appropriate lead role in terms of cleanup. Supporters have argued
               that the administration’s response was efficient and represented the country’s best
               effort in particularly troubling circumstances. Moreover, supporters are sufficiently
               satisfied that the Obama administration has held the private companies responsible
               for the disaster accountable.
            

            
            On 15 November 2012, BP pleaded guilty to criminal conduct and was ordered to pay
               $4.5 billion in penalties and a $1.256 billion criminal fine. Specifically, BP pleaded
               guilty to 11 counts of manslaughter, two misdemeanors, and a felony count of lying
               to Congress. The company agreed to four years of government monitoring of its safety
               practices and ethics. The Environmental Protection Agency announced that BP would be banned from new contracts with the U.S. government for
               a probationary period due to its “lack of business integrity.” The U.S. Justice Department
               has also assessed Transocean Deepwater Inc., the operator of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig, with $1.4 billion in fines and penalties. See also GREEN-COLLAR JOBS; GULF OIL RIG EXPLOSIONS.
            

            
               A billboard protesting the Republican Party’s lack of willingness to support commonsense
                     gun control measures in the wake of numerous mass shootings.
                  

               

            

         

         
         	GUN CONTROL

         
         	
            The term is a reference to legislation intended to regulate the sale, ownership, or
               use of guns. Following numerous mass shootings during Barack Obama’s first term in office, and especially after the shooting in
               Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 small children and six adults were gunned down, President Barack Obama
               recommended numerous legislative actions related to gun control. When Congress failed
               to act, the president issued 23 executive orders dealing with guns, gun violence, and mental health issues. Among these actions were
               the following: federal agencies would be required to hand over relevant data for a
               background check system; law enforcement officials, first responders, and school officials
               would receive better training for active shooting situations; and the Centers for
               Disease Control would research the causes and prevention of gun violence. President
               Obama and Vice President Joe Biden also urged the 113th Congress (2013–15) to enact similar gun control measures to those put in place during Bill Clinton’s administration, including more extensive background checks for private gun purchases
               and a ban on the manufacture and sale of military-style assault weapons.
            

            
            The proposed assault weapons ban included all of the firearms that were included in
               the ban under Clinton and also sought to limit the number of rounds that can fit in
               gun magazines. This legislation was roundly rejected by members of Congress aligned
               with the National Rifle Association (NRA), mostly Republicans. It was a much closer
               call on legislative provisions intended to strengthen background checks. During the
               public debate, it was learned that over 85 percent of the public supported commonsense
               measures to ensure that people purchasing guns were mentally stable and did not have
               criminal or violent backgrounds. Yet, with little to no support from Republican Party members in Congress, the measure fell six votes short of the 60 votes needed to prevent
               a filibuster in the U.S. Senate. Failing to get the necessary votes for the most publicly
               supported measure arguably occurred because of the effectiveness of the NRA lobby.
               Further attempts at gun control were dropped by the Obama administration. See also AURORA, COLORADO, SHOOTING, 2012; CHARLESTON CHURCH SHOOTING, 2015; MASS SHOOTINGS; MCDONALD ET AL. V. CITY OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS; OAK CREEK, WISCONSIN, SHOOTING, 2012; ORLANDO NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING, 2016; POLICE SHOOTINGS; SAN BERNARDINO SHOOTING, 2015; TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHOOTING, 2011.
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         	HAGEL, CHARLES “CHUCK” (4 OCTOBER 1946–)

         
         	
            Former senator and the 24th secretary of defense, serving in President Barack Obama’s
               cabinet from 2013 to 2015. Hagel was born and raised in Nebraska, earning a degree
               from the Brown Institute for Radio and Television in 1966. Upon the completion of
               his degree, he volunteered for the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. Hagel served
               in the infantry from 1967 to 1968, reaching the level of sergeant (E-5). After the
               war, he used the Veterans Administration G.I. Bill to receive a B.A. from the University
               of Nebraska–Omaha in 1971. From 1971 to 1977 he served as an administrative assistant
               to Representative John Y. McCollister (R-Nebraska). After his time as a congressional
               assistant, Hagel became the manager of government affairs for Firestone Tire and Rubber
               Company until 1980. From there Hagel became the deputy administrator of the U.S. Veterans
               Administration, serving from 1981 to 1982. Starting in 1982, he founded a communications
               corporation and began serving as president and chairman of his and other various communications
               and nonprofit businesses until 1996 when he ran to become a U.S. senator.
            

            
             In 1996, Hagel ran against Ben Nelson for the open U.S. Senate seat created by the
               retirement of J. James Exon. He won the election and became the first Republican to win a Senate seat in Nebraska since 1978. In his first reelection campaign in
               2002, Hagel won comfortably with more than 83 percent of the vote. As senator, he
               supported North Atlantic Treaty Organization involvement in the War on Terror, funding for the Afghanistan War, and voted for the passage of the Patriot Act following the attack of 11 September 2001. In the election of 2008, Hagel did not seek a third term, fulfilling a campaign promise that he would not
               serve more than two terms.
            

            
             Hagel’s performance in the Senate caught the attention of both Barack Obama and John McCain, with both presidential candidates considering him for various positions if they
               were to become president. In an attempt to be bipartisan, and in part due to a disagreement
               with John McCain over policy regarding Iraq, Hagel did not endorse either candidate during the election campaigns. Following
               the general election of 2008, Hagel left politics until 2013 but ironically only endorsed
               Democratic Party candidates for Senate seats in 2008 and 2012.
            

            
             On 7 January 2013, President Obama nominated Hagel to serve as the secretary of defense,
               at the same time nominating John Brennan as the director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Although the Senate Armed
               Services Committee voted to approve Hagel for the cabinet position, one Republican
               member vowed to filibuster the nomination, requesting information from the White House
               regarding the Benghazi attack of 2012 and additional answers about Hagel’s position on Iran and Israel. The filibuster was successful, failing to reach the required votes for cloture on
               14 February 2013. However, another cloture vote was taken on 26 February and was successful.
               Later that day, Hagel was approved by a Senate vote of 58–41 to be the next secretary
               of defense. He took the place of Leon Panetta.
            

            
             During Hagel’s time in the Obama cabinet, he was responsible for administering the
               Defense Department’s budget cuts that came about as the result of sequestration. In order to deal with the reduction in funding, he suggested that one option would
               be to cut the number of aircraft carriers in use, from 11 to as few as 8. Also during
               this time, Hagel reassured the public that the United States was ready to launch a
               strike against Syria if the president gave such orders. However, his time as secretary was cut short.
               On 24 November 2013, the New York Times reported that Hagel was being asked to resign from his position by the Obama administration.
               Later that day, it was announced by the president, with later statements coming from
               Hagel, that the resignation was a “mutual decision.” Elaboration on the resignation
               came from John McCain, who said that Hagel was frustrated with how the White House
               was making decisions regarding national security issues. He was eventually replaced
               by Ash Carter.
            

         

         
         	HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

         
         	
            A professional graduate school at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
               The Harvard Law School is the oldest law school in the United States and has the largest
               law library in the world. Many top political figures including former presidents and
               Supreme Court justices are graduates of the school.
            

            
            President Barack Obama entered the law program at Harvard in 1988 and graduated from
               the school in 1991. During his first year, Obama became a research assistant for noted
               professor Laurence Tribe, who specializes in constitutional law. Obama was selected
               as a student editor for the Harvard Law Review and president of the journal in his second year. Faculty noted that Obama was chosen
               for his evenhandedness and moderate views. He became the first African American to
               hold the position of student president of the journal at Harvard.
            

         

         
         	HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION RECONCILIATION ACT

         
         	
            An act signed into law by President Barack Obama on 30 March 2010 to amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and include provisions to address issues related to financing a college education.
               Among the health-care amendments that were a part of the legislation were increased
               tax credits to buy insurance and a lower tax penalty for not buying insurance. Both provisions
               garnered considerable Republican Party support. The amendments also offered more generous subsidies to lower-income groups
               and increased the discount Medicare patients would receive on brand name drugs. There
               were also amendments to education policy such as increased Pell Grant or student loan funding and increased funding for institutions of higher education that serve poor
               and minority students. Last, the legislation included across-the-board increases in
               funding to community colleges. Importantly, this legislation was passed in the 111th Congress (2009–11) when the president’s Democratic Party had nearly a filibuster-proof majority in the Senate. After losing considerable party
               support in the midterm elections in 2010, Obama was unable to pass any additional type of progressive education and health-care
               reform.
            

            
             Since the 2016 election, the Republican Party and the Donald Trump administration have been doing everything within their power to undercut the policies
               of Obama in the areas of health care and education. The original policies in this
               act that had Republican support at the time of passage were on the chopping block
               once Trump took office. The new president’s budget proposal sought to reduce funding
               to the Department of Education by 13.5 percent, and the House has voted to repeal
               many aspects of PPACA, including how subsidies are distributed.
            

         

         
         	HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS COMMITTEE

         
         	
            Barack Obama became a member of this Senate committee in 2007, when he left the Environment and Public Works Committee. While serving on the standing committee, he was also a member of the Subcommittee
               on Children and Families and the Subcommittee on Employment and Workplace Safety.
               He served as a member of the committee until he resigned from the U.S. Senate to concentrate
               on the transition to the presidency in late 2008. Some argue that Obama switched his
               committee assignments in the 110th Congress (2007–09) to gain experience and exposure
               in policy areas that would make him better qualified as a presidential candidate in
               2008.
            

            
            Policy areas of interest to this committee include aging, the arts and humanities,
               biomedical research and development, child labor, equal employment opportunity, labor
               standards, labor disputes, public health, student loans, and worker wages. The committee began in 1869 as the Committee on Education and
               became the Education and Labor Committee in 1884. In 1999, it was officially given
               the current name by James Jeffords (I-Vermont).
            

         

         
         	HIROSHIMA, JAPAN

         
         	
            The capital city of the Hiroshima Prefecture in Japan and located on the largest island
               in Japan. The metropolitan area is most famously known as the first city in history
               to ever have a nuclear weapon detonated on it. On 6 August 1945, the U.S. Army dropped
               an atomic bomb on the city at 8:15 a.m. The bombing demolished the city and immediately
               killed approximately 60,000 to 80,000 people, with as many as 75,000 more dying due
               to the long-term effects of radiation. The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan,
               are largely credited for the surrender of Japan in World War II. Hiroshima was rebuilt
               after the war.
            

            
             On 27 May 2016, President Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to visit
               the city since the dropping of the nuclear bomb. While visiting the Hiroshima Peace
               Park, Obama wrote in the guest book, “We have known the agony of war. Let us now find
               the courage, together, to spread peace, and pursue a world without nuclear weapons.”
               Later in his visit, Obama reminded the world that if scientific strides are not matched
               by moral progress, mankind will be doomed. See also IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT.
            

         

         
         	HOLDER, ERIC H., JR. (21 JANUARY 1951–)

         
         	
            The 82nd attorney general of the United States serving in the Barack Obama administration
               from its inception until April 2015. Holder was born and raised in New York City and
               earned his B.A. from Columbia University in 1969. In 1976, he earned a J.D. from Columbia University Law School. While in
               law school, he worked for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
               People (NAACP) Legal Defense and Educational Fund. The NAACP is the nation’s oldest
               and largest civil rights organization. After graduation, he joined the U.S. Justice
               Department’s Public Integrity Section, working there from 1976 to 1988. In 1988, Holder
               was appointed by Ronald Reagan to serve as a judge of the Superior Court of the District
               of Columbia. He resigned from this position in 1993 when President Bill Clinton appointed him as U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, making him the first
               African American to serve in the position. In 1997, he became deputy attorney general
               in the Clinton administration. In this position, Holder developed the “Holder Memorandum,”
               which issued guidelines for the criminal prosecution of corporations.
            

            
            During his professional life, Holder helped to create Lawyers for One America, an
               organization designed to bring greater diversity to the law profession. He also served
               as acting attorney general in the first days of the George W. Bush administration. In 2001, he went to work for the law firm of Covington and Burling
               LLC that specializes in corporate law, remaining with the firm until he became attorney
               general in the Obama administration in 2009. As a practicing attorney, Holder joined
               Barack Obama’s presidential campaign in 2007 as a senior legal adviser. He also served
               as one of three members on Obama’s vice presidential selection committee. On 1 December
               2008, President-Elect Obama announced Holder as his nominee for the attorney general
               position. The official nomination took place on 20 January 2009, and he was confirmed
               by the Senate on 2 February. Holder is the first African American to ever hold the
               position of U.S. attorney general.
            

            
            As attorney general, the nation’s top law enforcement position, Holder defended the
               legality of President Obama’s actions fighting terrorism and testified before Congress
               on the lawfulness of U.S. actions in Abbottabad, Pakistan, during the mission that killed Osama bin Laden. On 5 March 2012, Holder outlined the legal principles for drone attacks that target U.S. citizens in foreign countries, which included a “careful
               review, that the individual poses an imminent threat of violent attack against the
               United States.” He also enforced the Defense of Marriage Act as prescribed by law and federal marijuana laws in states that were attempting to legalize the drug. When Obama administration
               priorities shifted, Holder complied and used the limited resources of the Department
               of Justice for enforcement activities that were considered of the greatest importance
               by the president.
            

            
            In October 2011, a congressional report was released indicating that Holder was aware
               of Operation Fast and Furious, the failed gun smuggling operation that was intended to police Mexican drug cartels.
               The report contradicted claims made by Holder during sworn testimony before the House
               Judiciary Committee, when he stated that he had only recently been made aware of the
               failed operation. With this report in hand, the House of Representatives voted on
               28 June 2012 to hold Holder in contempt of Congress by a vote of 255–67. Numerous
               Democrats, led by Nancy Pelosi, marched out of the House in protest and did not partake in the vote. Following the
               vote, a number of Republicans called for Holder’s resignation. He refused to step down and subsequently was cleared
               of any wrongdoing by the Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General, an
               independent government watchdog agency.
            

            
            On 6 March 2013, Holder testified to the Senate Judiciary Committee that he would
               not prosecute any of the large financial institutions that were responsible for the
               Great Recession, because any prosecution could result in endangering the national or global economy. This approach was criticized by several senators, who wondered why certain financial
               institutions were “too big to jail.” By mid-November 2013, 20 House Republicans introduced
               a resolution for the impeachment of Holder. The reasons listed in the resolution for
               impeachment included his role in Operation Fast and Furious, his refusal to defend
               the federal law of the Defense of Marriage Act in court, his refusal to prosecute
               any individual involved in the Internal Revenue Service targeting scandal, and alleged
               perjury. Although the resolution gained several more cosponsors, the bill never progressed.
            

            
            On 25 September 2014, Holder announced that he would be resigning from his secretary
               post for personal reasons. He remained secretary until Loretta Lynch was confirmed on 27 April 2015. Two months after he left office, he rejoined the
               law firm at which he had worked prior to serving in President Obama’s cabinet. In
               October 2016, Holder left the law firm to serve as the chair of the National Democratic
               Redistricting Committee, which would work to support Democratic candidates in state
               races to help put the party in a better position for the redistricting that will take
               place following the 2020 census.
            

         

         
         	HOLLINGSWORTH V. PERRY

         
         	
            See PROPOSITION 8.
            

         

         
         	HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

         
         	
            In 2007, Barack Obama left the Environmental and Public Works Committee in order to gain seats on the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee,
               as well as the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. Many have construed his committee maneuvering as purposeful efforts to gain the
               type of experience that would increase his viability as a presidential candidate.
               While on this committee, Obama served on the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations;
               the ad hoc Subcommittee on State, Local, and Private Sector Preparedness and Integration;
               and the Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Government Information, Federal
               Services, and International Security.
            

            
               The committee was formerly known, more simply, as the Committee on Governmental
               Affairs. The standing committee has for some time been the Senate’s chief oversight
               committee. Today the committee oversees the Department of Homeland Security as well
               as other national security operations. Its more traditional roles were oversight of
               the functioning of government, including the National Archives and Records Administration,
               budget and accounting measures, the census, the federal civil service, the affairs
               of the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Postal Service.
            

         

         
         	HOMOSEXUALITY

         
         	
            See DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT (DOMA); DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL; GAY MARRIAGE; LGBT; PROPOSITION 8.
            

         

         
         	HONOLULU, HAWAII

         
         	
            The state capital of Hawaii, Honolulu is the birthplace of Barack Obama and the largest
               city in the state of Hawaii. It is located on the island of Oahu and is a major tourist
               destination. The city serves as a hub for international business conducted between
               the U.S. mainland and the countries of East Asia. The city gained historical recognition
               following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941. Today, there are
               several tourist attractions associated with the events that most directly led to U.S.
               involvement in World War II.
            

            
            President Obama was born in Honolulu on 4 August 1961. Shortly after his birth, his mother moved to Seattle, Washington, where she had attended
               high school. Obama and his mother moved back to Hawaii a year later, and the president’s
               mother divorced his father. After remarrying and completing her undergraduate degree
               at the University of Hawaii, Obama and his mother moved to Indonesia, the birthplace
               of the future president’s stepfather. In 1971, Barack Obama was brought back to Honolulu
               to attend a prestigious private school and to live with his maternal grandparents.
               He remained in Honolulu until his graduation from high school in 1979. See also BIRTHER; LONG-FORM BIRTH CERTIFICATE.
            

         

         
         	HOUSE BILL 2, NORTH CAROLINA

         
         	
            An anti–lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) law passed in the state of North Carolina that requires all individuals to use restrooms
               and changing facilities that correspond to the sex on their birth certificates. The
               law was voted on by both chambers of the state legislature and signed into law by
               the governor of the state on 22 March 2016. Passage of the bill was highly partisan,
               with all attending Republicans voting in favor of it. Upon the bill being signed into law, it received significant
               criticism from businesses, organizations, and the public. Many individuals believe
               that the bill is unconstitutional and that it is unfair to require transgender individuals
               to use restrooms that do not correspond to their identity.
            

            
               In reaction to House Bill 2 in North Carolina, some public restrooms were labeled
                     gender neutral.
                  

               

            

             Republicans argue that the rationale for the law is for privacy and security, hence
               its official name, the Public Facilities Privacy & Security Act. However, according
               to the Transgender Law Center, no cases involving a transgender individual committing
               inappropriate acts in a bathroom have ever been reported. Following the bill’s passage,
               the U.S. Department of Justice filed legal paperwork to sue Governor Pat McCrory,
               the North Carolina Department of Public Safety, and the University of North Carolina
               system on 9 May 2016. The federal government, under President Barack Obama, argued
               that the law violates the Civil Rights Act, the Education Amendments of 1972, and
               the Violence against Women Act.
            

            
             In an effort to get the state to repeal the legislation, individuals and businesses
               have withdrawn from the state. Rock musicians Ringo Starr and Bruce Springsteen canceled
               concerts in the state, Deutsche Bank and PayPal canceled business expansions in the
               state, and the NCAA collegiate basketball governing body pulled its end-of-the-year
               tournament from the state. The withdrawal of business activities has reportedly cost
               the state approximately $3.76 billion in tax revenue as of March 2017. The bathroom
               portion of House Bill 2 was repealed and replaced with House Bill 142 on 30 March
               2017. All of the same provisions are included in House Bill 142. Although the legislation
               does not mention anything of enforcement or punishment, multiple cases challenging
               the constitutionality of the law are still ongoing.
            

         

         
         	HURRICANE MATTHEW

         
         	
            A Category 5 Atlantic hurricane that formed on 28 September 2016 and lasted until
               10 October 2016, hitting Haiti, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, the Lucayan Archipelago, and the southeastern United States.
               The storm hit the East Coast of the United States one month before the election of 2016 was held to replace sitting president Barack Obama. Individuals living along the
               southeastern coast were ordered to evacuate. Hurricane Matthew caused approximately
               $10 billion dollars in damage and directly killed 47 people in the United States.
            

            
             Because of the timing of the storm, Hillary Clinton, Obama’s choice as his successor in the White House, requested that the state of
               Florida extend its voter registration deadline to accommodate individuals displaced
               by the storm. Florida’s Republican governor Rick Scott denied the request, stating that the people had more than enough
               time to register. Florida and North Carolina were the two states hit the hardest by
               Hurricane Matthew, causing $2.75 billion in damage in Florida and $1.6 billion in
               damage in North Carolina. The two states were considered crucial to Clinton’s electioneering
               strategy. In an effort to help rebuild the state, North Carolina’s governor, Roy Cooper,
               requested $929 million in funds from the federal government in April 2017 to aid recovery
               efforts. In May, President Donald Trump denied the funding and only provided the state with $6.1 million, a small fraction
               of what was requested.
            

         

         
         	HURRICANE SANDY

         
         	
            The deadliest and most destructive hurricane of the 2012 hurricane season, Hurricane
               Sandy formed on 22 October 2012 and dissipated on 31 October 2012. The hurricane was
               labeled as a Category 3 storm when it made landfall in Cuba at its peak strength. As a Category 2 storm off the Northeast coast of the United
               States, Sandy became the largest (not most ferocious) Atlantic hurricane on record,
               with hurricane-force winds spanning a diameter of 1,100 miles. After landfall in the
               United States, damage from the storm was estimated at over $68 billion, making it
               one of the most costly hurricanes in U.S. history. The hurricane killed over 285 people
               in seven different countries. The storm was nicknamed “Superstorm Sandy” by the media
               and the U.S. government due to the severe damage caused in the United States and its
               merger with a frontal system when it came ashore in the northeastern United States.
            

            

            
            The Jet Star roller coaster deposited in the Atlantic Ocean by Hurricane Sandy. The
                  coaster was blown into the ocean in October 2012 when Sandy hit New Jersey and was
                  removed in May 2013.
               

            

            

            
            The hurricane made landfall in New Jersey and New York City on 29 October 2012, but
               its effects were felt in 24 states, including the entire East Coast. The hurricane
               occurred one week before the election of 2012 and affected the presidential campaign. In response to the devastating damage created
               by the superstorm, both President Barack Obama and Republican Party candidate Mitt Romney suspended their campaigns for several days. In the storm’s aftermath, the president
               toured the damaged areas and coordinated relief efforts. Mitt Romney focused his attention
               on helping nonprofit relief efforts and encouraging all Americans to help those affected
               by the storm. New Jersey Republican governor Chris Christie praised President Obama
               for his quick response to the storm damage, despite the traditional partisan tension
               associated with a presidential election. See also CLIMATE CHANGE.
            

         

      

      
      
   
      I

      
      
      
         
         	IMMIGRATION REFORM

         
         	
            A term referring to changes in the immigration policy of the United States, typically
               proposals attempting to reduce illegal immigration while providing some type of legal
               redress for individuals already residing in the country that are undocumented. Traditionally,
               the Democratic Party has supported a more open-door policy regarding immigration while the Republican Party has been more inclined to support a nativist policy position. Although immigration
               reform was an issue that Barack Obama had touted since his election campaign in 2008, very little legislative progress was made during his time in office.
            

            
            In 2009, President Obama proposed a comprehensive immigration policy overhaul. The
               initiative included increased border enforcement, more interior enforcement to prevent
               visa overstays, provisions that prevent people from working without a permit, and
               the creation of an oversight committee to adjust the number of work visas issued to
               individual countries based on changing economic conditions. Increased restrictions were to be coupled with an amnesty-type program
               to legalize undocumented immigrants and the creation of programs to help immigrants
               adjust to life in the United States. The reform failed in Congress, and the only legislative
               movement during the Obama presidency regarding immigration generally dealt with issues
               of border security.
            

            
            The immigration issue is complicated in the United States by xenophobic-populist elements
               in both major political parties combined with probusiness sentiment among many legislators
               that hope to maintain a steady supply of quality workers willing to work for low wages.
               One piece of legislation that did lead to hearings in Congress during the first Obama
               term was the DREAM Act, which would provide legal redress for minor children of undocumented workers. However,
               this initiative also failed to gain traction. The lack of movement on immigration
               caused concern for the Obama reelection team during his 2012 election campaign. Specifically, the fear was that the lack of progress would demobilize many
               Latino voters who had supported the president in 2008. In an effort to shore up support
               among this population, in the summer of 2012, the president took unilateral action
               by issuing several executive orders that dealt with the discrimination that Latinos typically experience in the United
               States.
            

            
            With his reelection in November 2012, Obama once again vowed to tackle immigration
               reform. With the backing of the president, on 27 June 2013, the Democrat-controlled
               Senate passed the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization
               Act of 2013, a comprehensive measure similar to the one that failed earlier in his
               administration. The bill was sent to the House of Representatives for consideration
               but failed to gain any significant attention by majority House Republicans.
            

            
            In November 2014, President Obama put forth a new immigration program that included
               increased resources for border patrol, new policies for immigrants that were determined
               to be highly skilled, and an expansion of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
               (DACA) program. DACA was put into place by the Obama administration in June 2012 and
               allowed individuals who were brought to the United States illegally by their parents
               to receive a renewable two-year period of deferred action from deportation and allowed
               them to obtain work permits. The new expansion of DACA attempted to apply the same
               deferred action of deportation to immigrant parents who gave birth to U.S. citizens.
               This policy resulted in the development of the phrase “anchor babies” by Republican
               lawmakers, to indicate that under the original DACA program, illegal aliens could
               come to the United States and have a child and hence be protected from deportation.
               Within one month, conservative states started to challenge DACA in court. By January
               2015, 26 states had joined the lawsuit in an effort to declare the policy unconstitutional.
               Over the subsequent year, the case worked through all levels of the federal court
               system, with the Supreme Court agreeing to hear arguments on 19 January 2016. On 23 June, the Supreme Court was
               deadlocked in a 4–4 decision because of the vacancy on the Court caused by the death
               of Antonin Scalia. The deadlock resulted in the decision of the appeals court being upheld, which had
               ruled that the policy was unconstitutional.
            

            
            The issue of immigration and immigration reform was a big topic in the 2016 election. Worry over immigration was propelled to the front of voters’ minds when Donald Trump announced he would be running for the presidency in June 2015. In his announcement
               to run for the White House, Trump noted that Mexicans coming into the United States
               are drug dealers, criminals, and rapists. In an effort to deal with the immigrants
               coming from Mexico, Trump routinely promised to build a wall between the two nations
               while requiring Mexico to pay for the wall. Six months into Trump’s presidency, no
               progress had been made on the construction of a wall.
            

            
            In addition to dealing with immigration from Mexico, Trump also routinely talked about
               restricting the entry of Muslims into the United States under the auspices of protecting Americans from terrorists.
               To deal with the threat of Muslim terrorists, such as ISIL, ISIS, and the Islamic State, Trump proposed a Muslim ban while on the campaign trail. Once in office, the newly
               elected president immediately signed an executive order banning the entry of Muslims
               from seven majority-Muslim countries. This first executive order was challenged in
               court, and implementation of the order was immediately frozen by the courts. In order
               to overcome the religious test laid out in the first ban, the Trump administration
               issued a second executive order with the same intent but reworded to sidestep the
               religious test stated in the first order. The second order was also immediately challenged
               in court and eventually frozen. As of June 2017, the Trump administration intends
               to take the lower-court rulings to the Supreme Court in an effort to get the ban deemed
               constitutional.
            

         

         
         	INCREASED FUEL EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

         
         	
            See CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY (CAFE) STANDARDS.
            

         

         
         	INOUYE, DANIEL K. (7 SEPTEMBER 1924–7 DECEMBER 2012)

         
         	
            A Democratic senator from Hawaii who served as president pro tempore of the U.S. Senate from June
               2010 until his death in December 2012. Inouye was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii. He volunteered and enlisted in the army in 1943 to fight in World War II. After
               the war, in 1950, he graduated with a B.A. from the University of Hawaii and then
               in 1952 received a J.D. from George Washington University Law School.
            

            
            Inouye served as a member of the Hawaii territorial house of representatives from
               1954 until 1958 and the Hawaii territorial senate from 1957 to 1959. When Hawaii became
               a state in 1959, Inouye was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat,
               becoming the first Japanese American elected to the lower chamber of the national
               legislature. In 1962, Inouye ran for and won a U.S. Senate seat from Hawaii and was
               also the first Japanese American elected to the Senate. He was reelected to an additional
               eight six-year Senate terms and died in office at age 88 on 17 December 2012. At the
               time, he was the second-oldest sitting senator and the second-longest-serving senator
               in U.S. history.
            

            
            In his days in the U.S. Senate, Barack Obama formed a strong kinship with Inouye,
               in part because of their shared Hawaiian roots. The elder Hawaiian was known to have
               taken the time to make Obama feel comfortable when he first took his Senate seat from
               the state of Illinois. During Obama’s battles with Congress during his first term
               as president, he could always count on Inouye as a loyal supporter. Upon his passing,
               Inouye was laid in state at the U.S. Capitol rotunda. He is only the 31st person and
               the first Asian American to receive this honor. President Obama, Vice President Joe Biden, former president Bill Clinton, and Speaker John Boehner all spoke at his funeral on 21 December 2012 at the Washington National Cathedral.
            

         

         
         	INSURANCE INDUSTRY LOBBY

         
         	
            The group of private health insurance companies that lobby Congress to achieve favorable
               public policy and legislative outcomes for the health insurance industry. Among prominent
               members of the group are private insurers such as Blue Cross/Blue Shield, MetLife,
               and the American Family Life Assurance Company (AFLAC), as well as other political
               advocacy groups such as America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP).
            

            
            Once Barack Obama became president, the insurance industry lobby consistently spent
               over $150 million annually in an attempt to influence health-care policy. This is
               a considerable increase over spending during the George W. Bush administration. It is difficult to know precisely how large of an increase in spending
               occurred because groups often work through intermediaries such as the U.S. Chamber
               of Commerce when lobbying Congress and the executive branch. During the debate regarding
               the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) in the 111th Congress (2009–11), the insurance industry lobby was particularly active, but not always in
               opposition to reform. Because some of the proposed changes required individuals to
               purchase private health insurance, insurance lobbyists sometimes showed support for
               the legislation, because it had the potential to bring in millions of new customers.
               Specifically, AHIP, AFLAC, and the other groups are known to have supported some elements
               of President Obama’s reform plans.
            

            
            In other instances, the insurance lobby, often working through the Chamber of Commerce,
               ran media advertisements against health-care reform. Status quo health-care arrangements
               in the United States have created considerable wealth for the insurance industry,
               and consequently any proposed changes are met by the lobby with substantial scrutiny.
               In particular, when language in proposed legislation requires insurance companies
               to cover individuals with preexisting medical conditions and/or to provide rebates
               to customers for unspent funds, industry lobbyists have been highly critical.
            

            
            In the years since full implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care ACT (PPACA), the insurance industry has continued to increase premiums at extraordinary
               rates, causing concern about the viability of Obama’s signature health-care reform.
               The insurance industry claims that the increases are necessary because many of the
               young, healthy people, who were supposed to be buying their insurance products, were
               not making these purchases. The increased premiums have caused the Republicans to boast that the PPACA is not working. After winning the presidency and both chambers
               in Congress in the 2016 election, the Republicans have attempted to repeal and replace the PPACA. Policies laid out
               in the new Republican legislation have caused a divide in the insurance industry lobby,
               with some actively lobbying for the new legislation, while others have fought against
               it, and still others refuse to get involved because they fear losing favorable tax policies that exist in the current law.
            

         

         
         	IRAN

         
         	
            A country in the Middle East between Iraq and Pakistan. Until 1935, the country was known as Persia. As of July 2013, the country
               was home to 79,853,900 people and is notable, economically, for its vast oil reserves
               and significant petroleum industry.
            

            
            In 1979, Iran became a republic after Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini led a revolution
               that overthrew the secular dictator of the country and established a theocracy. In
               1980, the United States cut off relations with the country following the occupation
               of the U.S. embassy in Tehran by Iranian students. The event led to American diplomatic
               personnel being held hostage for an extended period of time. Between 1980 and 1988,
               the government of Iran fought a bloody war with its neighbor Iraq. The United States
               was involved by supporting the Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein with military equipment
               and training. The war also led to fighting between the U.S. Navy and Iranian military
               forces in the Persian Gulf. Today, the United States considers Iran a state sponsor
               of terrorism and consequently subject to U.S., United Nations, and European Union
               economic sanctions and export controls.
            

            
            The relationship between the United States and Iran actually showed brief signs of
               improvement in 2008 when President Ahmadinejad of Iran congratulated Barack Obama
               on his successful presidential election. This was the first time that a leader from
               Iran congratulated a U.S. president-elect since the Islamic Revolution in 1979. However,
               by April 2009, relations had become strained again. At the time, Iran captured an
               Iranian American journalist and sentenced her to prison for spying. She was released
               four months later in a negotiated prisoner swap that resulted in the release of five
               Iranian diplomats arrested in January 2007 for allegedly being part of a group the
               United States considered a terrorist organization.
            

            
            Then, in June 2009, Iran held presidential elections, and President Obama praised
               the country for the “robust debates” that took place throughout the campaign. However,
               his praise quickly turned to dissent when reports of violent arrests and voting irregularities
               surfaced. After the election, and perhaps in response to the United States’ negative
               comments about the Iranian presidential election, Iran arrested three American hikers
               on 31 July 2009 for purportedly crossing the border into Iran to engage in espionage.
               The hikers were released more than two years later in September 2011. Although relations
               between the two nations have been strained by rhetoric and arrests, the major conflict
               between the two countries, in the contemporary era, has been Iran’s nuclear program.
               The United States does not accept the right of Iran to have nuclear military capabilities,
               and U.S. officials have consistently demanded that Iran dismantle its nuclear program.
               Throughout the first years of the Obama administration, Iran ignored the demands and
               continued to enrich uranium.
            

            
            In 2010, Iran boasted that it had the ability to enrich weapons-grade uranium but
               insisted that its intentions were the peaceful production of nuclear energy. Without
               any hard evidence of a military nuclear capability, the Obama administration was reluctant
               to take any significant military action against Iran. In other developments during
               the Obama administration, Iran captured a U.S. drone in December 2011 that it reported was flying in Iranian airspace. Then, in November
               2012, two Iranian jets shot down two U.S. drones over international waters. In June
               2013 the Iranian people elected a new president, Hassan Rouhani, and in September
               2013 Rouhani reached out to President Obama in a telephone conversation. The phone
               call represented the first time the leaders of the two nations had spoken to one another
               since the Iranian Revolution in 1979.
            

            
             Following his election, Rouhani made public statements about repairing his country’s
               relationship with the United States. Analysts believed the reason for Iran’s outreach
               was that the economic sanctions which had been in place since the 1980s were having
               devastating effects on the quality of life in Iran. The conciliatory tone of the new
               Iranian leader gained the attention of the United Nations, with member nations suggesting multilateral discussions on Iran’s nuclear program,
               which subsequently took place. Throughout, however, Israel’s prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu has stated that the words of the Iranian president
               are nothing more than a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.” President Obama stated that he
               would leave everything on the table when the talks occurred. The comments made by
               President Obama and President Rouhani led to the successful completion of the Iran Nuclear Agreement during the second term of the Obama administration.
            

         

         
         	IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT

         
         	
            An international agreement on the nuclear program of Iran, made between Iran and the P5+1 countries (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, Germany, and the European Union). Negotiations
               between the P5+1 and Iran began in November 2013, following the inauguration of the
               new Iranian president, Rouhani, and continued for 22 months.
            

            
             Details of the negotiations resulted in Iran agreeing to eliminate its stockpile
               of medium-enriched uranium, decrease its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98 percent
               for 15 years, and reduce its number of gas centrifuges by approximately two-thirds
               for 13 years. In addition to reducing stockpiles, the level at which Iran can enrich
               uranium is also capped at 3.67 percent, the amount needed for nuclear power. In order
               to make sure that Iran is complying with the agreed-upon terms, the nation-state was
               also required to submit to inspections of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
               for the next 15 years. Iran must comply with IAEA inspection requests within 24 days
               in order to stay within the framework of the agreement. IAEA inspections are expected
               to prevent Iran from trying to develop a secret site for enriching uranium beyond
               what is allowed by the agreement.
            

            
             Meeting the requirements set out by the Iran Nuclear Agreement would lift sanctions
               imposed by the United Nations (UN), the United States, and the European Union. Contemporary sanctions on Iran were
               imposed by a UN Security Council resolution in 2006. The sanctions resulted from Iran’s
               refusal to halt its uranium enrichment program. The sanctions targeted investments
               in oil, gas, and petrochemicals, as well as refined petroleum products. In the first
               six years the sanctions, it is argued, cost Iran more than $160 billion in revenue
               from the sale of oil and related products. Moreover, by following the guidelines laid
               out in the agreement, Iran would be granted access to more than $100 billion in frozen
               assets and would be able to start selling oil internationally. Any violation of the
               agreement, within the first 10 years of the agreement, would result in an immediate
               implementation of the previous sanctions.
            

            
             In July 2015, all parties to the agreement accepted the proposal, and the agreement
               started to take effect in 2016. Prior to the acceptance of the agreement, on 1 April
               2015 President Obama released the framework of the negotiated arrangement. Despite
               the agreement being accepted by all international parties, many Republicans, including Ted Cruz, Donald Trump, and John McCain, publicly condemned the deal. During the campaign for the 2016 election, Donald Trump stated that he would pull out of the agreement. These statements drew
               harsh criticism from the international community, and the countries that were party
               to the agreement announced that even if the United States withdrew from the agreement,
               it would not be able to stop many parts of the agreement from moving forward. Although
               the withdrawal of the United States would have only a limited effect on the agreement,
               on 10 April 2017 President Trump ordered a review prior to making a decision about
               continued U.S. participation in the agreement.
            

         

         
         	IRAQ WAR

         
         	
            The armed conflict between the United States and Iraq that started on 20 March 2003
               when U.S. troops entered the sovereign nation-state. The war was initiated in the
               George W. Bush administration under the false pretense that Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi leader, had
               weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). In language that was part of a joint resolution
               before Congress, the rationale for starting the war was stated in a guarded fashion.
               Specifically, the resolution stated that the intent of the war was to remove “a regime
               that developed and used weapons of mass destruction, harbored and supported terrorists,
               committed outrageous human rights abuses, and defied the just demands of the United Nations and the world.” The claim of harboring and supporting terrorists has not been substantiated,
               but the rest of the resolution language meets basic factual standards (although the
               claim about weapons of mass destruction was proven to be outdated). But it was public
               statements by then–secretary of state Colin Powell and others in the Bush administration,
               including the president himself, which held that Saddam Hussein had an active WMD
               program in Iraq, that are most remembered.
            

            
            The war led to the capture and subsequent execution of Saddam Hussein. The former
               Iraqi leader was not apprehended until December 2003, but that did not stop President
               Bush from announcing to the nation on 1 May 2003, while aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln, that the “mission was accomplished.” In truth, all that had been accomplished was
               a successful invasion and toppling of the former regime. This marked the beginning
               of efforts to combat counterinsurgency and the subsequent reconstruction of Iraq,
               two activities that continued into the Barack Obama administration. Candidate Obama
               had campaigned on a promise to end the war in Iraq, including costly U.S. reconstruction
               efforts. Although, seated as president early in 2009, it was only after two years
               in office that President Obama brought home all the troops from the war-torn country
               and stopped reconstruction efforts.
            

            
            In October 2002, then–Illinois state senator Obama gave a speech opposing a war in
               Iraq, insisting that the United States would be better served to finish the fight
               against al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden than start a new war. Once he became a U.S. senator in early 2005, Obama pressed
               Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice for a better exit strategy, and in a speech before
               the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations, Obama suggested that the United States should
               implement a gradual withdrawal from Iraq in 2006. Obama continued to press for withdrawal
               in 2007, with Senate votes supporting the pulling out of troops in April and September.
               Additional votes by Obama were cast in the Senate against funding for the war in May
               and November 2007. His consistent opposition to the war was a focus of his Democratic Party primary campaign early in 2008. Many of his primary opponents could not claim the
               same consistent opposition to the war that had grown increasingly unpopular, especially
               among Democratic Party primary voters.
            

            
            After becoming president, Obama announced on 27 February 2009 that all combat operations
               in Iraq would end within 18 months. The transition saw 142,000 combat troops being
               reduced to 50,000 and the mission of the remaining troops changing from combat duty
               to training Iraqi security personnel. In December, the remaining forces either came
               home or were transferred to the Afghanistan War arena.
            

            
            On 17 February 2010, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates announced that “Operation Iraqi Freedom” would transition to “Operation New Dawn.”
               Operation New Dawn would continue with the drawdown of American troops in Iraq and
               transition into supporting the Iraqi forces with military equipment and training.
               Although U.S. troops had stayed behind to help with training and support, negotiations
               about extending the presence of personnel beyond 2011 collapsed on 12 October 2011.
               The collapse in discussions resulted in President Obama pulling all remaining troops
               out of the country by the end of 2011 because the Iraqi government would not grant
               immunity to U.S. soldiers in the coming year. This final withdrawal brought the United
               States’ role in the Iraq War to a close. However, Iraq continued to be embroiled in
               a civil war, and the United States maintained a limited military presence in the country
               through the end of the Obama administration.
            

            
            Over the course of the Iraq War, the bipartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
               estimates that the cost to U.S. taxpayers was approximately $2 trillion. Though some
               have quibbled with CBO estimates, the number has withstood considerable scrutiny.
               The war also resulted in over 4,400 American military casualties.
            

         

         
         	ISIL (ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ AND THE LEVANT)

         
         	
            An unofficial Salafi jihadist quasi-state and militia group that follows and implements
               radical interpretations of Sunni Islam. The group also goes by the names of the Islamic
               State and Daesh, its Arabic-language acronym. ISIL grabbed international attention
               early in 2014 when the group overtook the Iraqi military in several key cities in
               western Iraq and began operating with impunity in parts of war-torn Syria. The group was designated a terrorist group by numerous countries and the United Nations. The organization routinely commits war crimes and human rights abuses, including
               its video recordings of beheadings of soldiers, civilians, journalists, and aid workers.
               ISIL proclaims itself to be a caliphate, and as such, it claims religious, political,
               and military authority over every Muslim around the world.
            

            
             ISIL has indeed spread its influence beyond Iraq and Syria and is believed to operate
               in 18 countries across the world, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Mali, Egypt, Somalia, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and the Philippines. In January 2015, the organization
               reported that it had an operating budget of $2 billion to cover the costs of its military
               operations and to make reparations to the families of militants killed in action.
               The organization, throughout the Barack Obama presidency, was being fought by government
               militaries from Syria, Iraq, the United States, and Russia. The activities of the organization and its killing sprees are, in a large part,
               the reason for the Syrian refugee crisis.
            

            
             On 19 August 2014, ISIL released a video of a beheading of an American photojournalist
               who was missing for two years. The video was to serve as a message to President Obama
               to end America’s involvement in Iraq. The following day, President Obama responded
               to the video by condemning the killing and stating that ISIL will fail because “the
               future is won by those who build and not destroy.” ISIL continued to behead individuals
               through the end of the Obama administration.
            

            
             On 22 June 2015, a top ISIL operative, suspected in the Benghazi attack, was killed by a drone in Mosul, Iraq. A similar drone attack was carried out by the United Kingdom’s prime
               minister, David Cameron, on 8 September 2015. The UK drone strike killed British ISIL
               fighters in Syria who were reportedly plotting to carry out an attack in the United
               Kingdom. The behavior of this extremist group is claimed to be the motivation for
               the Donald Trump administration’s executive order banning Muslims from certain countries from entering the United States.
            

         

         
         	ISIS (ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ AND SYRIA)

         
         	
            A subsection of ISIL, located in Syria and the surrounding area, including Iraq.
            

         

         
         	ISLAMIC STATE

         
         	
            A general title referring to the organization that makes up ISIL and ISIS.
            

         

         
         	ISRAEL

         
         	
            Located in the Middle East, on the southeastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, the
               nation-state of Israel has been a close ally of the United States since the country’s
               beginning as part of the negotiated settlement between allied powers at the end of
               World War II. However, the British mandate in 1948 that created Israel as a separate
               country on lands that had been part of Palestine has caused considerable strife in
               the Middle East, with profound implications for world peace. The conflict has been
               a significant foreign policy challenge for the United States and other countries around the world. President Barack
               Obama, as was the case with his predecessors in the White House, has supported a peaceful
               resolution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine.
            

            
            There has been much speculation that President Obama is not as committed to Israeli
               security as former presidents and that bilateral relations between the two countries
               were more strained in the Obama administration. Fueling this sentiment was Obama’s
               failure to visit Israel during his first term in office. His first official visit
               to Israel did not occur until 20 March 2013, although he did visit the country during
               his 2008 presidential election campaign. In addition, Obama’s affiliation with Pastor Jeremiah Wright has been used as evidence that the president is not as close to Israel as some former
               presidents. Specifically, Reverend Wright is known to have made public comments that
               have been interpreted as anti-Semitic.
            

            
            Yet, in the 2012 presidential election campaign, Barack Obama received overwhelming
               support from Jewish voters in the United States. To be certain, President Obama was
               critical of aggressive Israeli settlement policies that result in additional occupation
               of traditional Palestinian lands, but other presidents, in particular George H. W.
               Bush, have been even more vocally opposed to these actions. The elder Bush at one
               point threatened to withhold military aid from Israel because of the settlements,
               a level of opposition that President Obama has never advocated publicly. In the summer
               of 2013, peace talks between Israel and Palestine were restarted, with Obama’s secretary
               of state John Kerry playing an important diplomatic role.
            

            
             Throughout the second term of the Obama administration, relations between the United
               States and Israel continued to be rocky. During the negotiations of the Iran Nuclear Agreement, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu continually condemned the prospect of
               lifting sanctions on Iran and allowing the country to enrich uranium, even for the
               peaceful production of nuclear energy. On 3 March 2015, Netanyahu criticized the agreement
               in a speech to a joint session of Congress, stating that it is a “bad deal.” The strong
               criticism by the prime minister during his speech was met with a rebuttal by Obama,
               stating that “the prime minster did not offer any viable alternatives.” Netanyahu’s
               comments were embraced by Republicans in Congress who used them in their rhetorical condemnation of the agreement. During
               the 2016 election, Donald Trump and Prime Minister Netanyahu continually talked about how to undo the agreement following
               the election.
            

            
             The rocky relations between Obama and the prime minister of Israel continued to grow
               until the last weeks of the Obama administration, and on 23 December 2016, the United
               States allowed the United Nations Security Council to vote on and adopt a resolution that condemned Israeli settlement
               expansion in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The resolution was brought to the Security Council by New Zealand and Senegal, and
               the fifteen-nation council passed the resolution by a 14–0 vote, with Samantha Power, Obama’s ambassador to the United Nations, abstaining. With the warm words between
               Trump and the prime minister of Israel during the 2016 election and Trump’s actions
               against Muslims following the election, the relationship between the two countries has seemed to
               be strengthened. However, the new president’s inability to foster the relationship
               was displayed in May 2017 when he spontaneously told Russia’s foreign minister secret intelligence given to the United States by Israel. See also FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST.
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         	JACKSON, LISA P. (8 FEBRUARY, 1962–)

         
         	
            The head of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from 2009 until 2013. Jackson was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and received
               a B.A. from Tulane University’s School of Chemical Engineering in 1983 and an M.A.
               in chemical engineering from Princeton University in 1986. In 1987, she joined the
               EPA as a staff-level engineer and remained in this position for 16 years. In 2006,
               Jackson was nominated to be the commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental
               Protection by Democratic governor Jon Corzine and later became Corzine’s chief of
               staff in 2008. However, after only serving in the position for several days in December,
               she was nominated by President-Elect Barack Obama to be the next administrator of
               the EPA. She was confirmed by the Senate on 22 January 2009, becoming the first African
               American to head the environmental regulatory agency.
            

            
            Administrator Jackson was head of the EPA at the time of the Gulf oil spill in 2010 that had profound environmental implications for the southern coast of the U.S. mainland. During the cleanup, the
               EPA monitored and responded to potential public health and environmental concerns
               by collecting and analyzing air and water samples in the affected areas and orchestrating
               much of the cleanup effort. In all, Jackson is credited with having done a competent
               job, as the environmental fallout from the disaster was predicted to be much worse
               than what actually occurred. Jackson also headed research and made policy recommendations
               about increases in Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards while serving as head of the EPA. Twice during the Obama administration’s
               first term, CAFE standards became more rigorous, with the stated goal of reducing
               dependence on foreign oil and reducing the country’s consumption of nonrenewable energy.
               In one notable failure, Jackson, as head of the EPA, was unable to set stricter smog
               emission limits by amending legislation that establishes current air quality standards.
            

            
            Jackson announced that she would be leaving her post as administer of the EPA on 27
               December 2012 and officially left the post on 15 February 2013. According to media
               reports, Jackson submitted her resignation because she believed that the Obama administration
               might move to support an expansion of the Keystone Pipeline across the United States that would deliver oil from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.
               Reports indicate she did not want to be a part of any such move, which could have
               catastrophic environmental consequences. When she left government service, Jackson
               took a position with the Apple Corporation as the company’s chief environmental adviser.
               See also DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE; FLINT, MICHIGAN; GREEN-COLLAR JOBS; STANDING ROCK INDIAN RESERVATION, NORTH DAKOTA; WOMEN.
            

         

         
         	JARRETT, VALERIE (14 NOVEMBER 1956–)

         
         	
            A senior adviser in the Obama White House. Jarrett was born in Shiraz, Iran, and raised there until the age of six when she moved with her parents to London
               before the family settled in Chicago, Illinois, in the early 1960s. She received her B.A. from Stanford University in 1978 and a
               J.D. in 1981 from the University of Michigan Law School. In 1987, Jarrett entered
               politics, working for Chicago mayor Harold Washington, the city’s first African American
               chief executive. She continued to work at the mayor’s office into the 1990s when she
               became Mayor Richard Daley’s deputy chief of staff. In 1991, she interviewed and hired
               Michelle Obama (née Robinson) to work for the mayor and took Michelle with her when she left the
               mayor’s office to work as the commissioner of the Chicago Department of Planning and
               Development. The close working relations between the two women fostered a long-term friendship between Jarrett and Michelle and Barack Obama.
            

            
            After winning the 2008 presidential election, Barack Obama selected Jarrett as his first senior White House adviser on 14 November
               2008, only days after his election victory. During Obama’s first term, Jarrett was
               one of his three most senior advisers. Critics of the president have suggested that
               Jarrett had too much influence on the president and that she has “called the shots”
               involving matters of national security. The criticism often uses the fact that a White
               House adviser is unelected and less accountable to the people; hence, any direct policy-making
               authority should be minimal. Although this is theoretically a problem for quality
               governance in a democratic system, there is no evidence that Jarrett was relied on
               by Obama more than other presidents have relied on their top advisers. Her position
               in the Obama administration provided a strong connection between the White House and
               the city of Chicago where she lived, worked, and was politically active for many years.
               As a chief adviser to the president, Jarrett managed a staff of about 30 researchers
               and policy analysts. Jarrett continued to serve as one of Obama’s senior advisers
               through all eight years of his tenure in office.
            

         

         
         	JEWELL, SALLY (21 FEBRUARY 1956–)

         
         	
            The second U.S. secretary of the interior in the Barack Obama administration. Jewell
               was born in London, England, and immigrated to the United States at the age of three.
               In 1978, she graduated from the University of Washington with a degree in mechanical
               engineering. Upon graduation, she worked for Mobil Oil, a competitor of British Petroleum, until 1981, when she joined Rainier Bank as an adviser on oil and gas investments.
               She worked for several other banks through 2000. During this time, in 1996, Jewel
               joined the corporate board of Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI), eventually being
               named CEO in 2000. She continued to run REI until 2013, when she was confirmed as
               secretary of the interior.
            

            
             Jewell was nominated to the cabinet post by President Obama on 6 February 2013 to
               replace Ken Salazar. On 21 March 2013, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee approved the
               confirmation and reported out the nomination to the Senate floor, with only three
               Republicans on the committee voting against her. The full Senate confirmed her nomination with
               an 87–11 vote on 10 April 2013. Jewell was sworn in two days later. Obama largely
               selected Jewell to serve as secretary of the interior because of her involvement in
               conservation and environmental protection efforts while she worked in the private
               sector. One significant position she held while working in the private sector was
               on the advisory board of the National Parks Conservation Association. As secretary
               of the interior, Jewell worked to expand access of the National Park system to the
               public, and more specifically to young Americans. In 2014, she helped launch the Every
               Kid in a Park program, which provides free access to national parks for fourth graders
               and their families. See also MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL; WASHINGTON MONUMENT.
            

         

         
         	JOHNSON, JEH (11 SEPTEMBER 1957–)

         
         	
            The U.S. secretary of homeland security throughout the second term of the Barack Obama
               administration. Johnson was born and raised in New York City and received degrees
               from Morehouse College and Columbia University Law School. Upon graduating from law school, he moved into the private practice of
               law but has transitioned in and out of government positions ever since. His first
               public appointment was by President Bill Clinton in 1998 as general counsel of the Air Force. In 2004, he served as special counsel
               to John Kerry during his presidential run. John Kerry’s loss did not prevent Johnson from getting
               involved in presidential politics, and in 2008 he served as a Democratic fund-raiser
               in New York for Barack Obama. With Obama’s win in the 2008 election, Obama appointed Johnson as a member of his transition team and then eventually as
               the top lawyer for the Department of Defense.
            

            
             As the lead Defense Department lawyer, he occasionally advised against actions by
               the administration. For example, in 2011, he advised the president not to extend North Atlantic Treaty Organization involvement in Libya beyond 60 days. Although he occasionally advised against the administration’s actions,
               Johnson also took part in ending the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy and helped shape Obama’s drone strike policy. He was also engaged in the response to WikiLeaks’ actions regarding the release of Afghanistan War documents.
            

            
             Following the resignation of Janet Napolitano as secretary of homeland security, Johnson was nominated by President Obama to fill
               her position in October 2013. He was confirmed by the Senate on 16 December 2013 by
               a 78–16 vote and was sworn in on 23 December 2013. As secretary, he was responsible
               for the Defense Department’s response to the Ebola crisis in West Africa and helped the president craft his executive orders regarding immigration reform in 2014. Johnson served as the secretary of homeland security until Donald Trump took office on 20 January 2017. On 22 June 2017, Johnson appeared before the House
               Intelligence Committee, which is investigating collusion between the Trump campaign
               and Russia in the 2016 election. However, during the hearing he indicated to committee members that he was not aware
               of any collusion between the Trump campaign and the Russian government.
            

         

         
         	JOINING FORCES

         
         	
            A comprehensive national initiative, created by First Lady Michelle Obama and the wife of Vice President Joe Biden, Jill Biden, to bring attention to the unique needs of America’s military families. The initiative
               focuses on employment, education, and the wellness of all members of a military family.
               More specifically, the program highlights the skills of veterans and their spouses
               to potential employers and serves as a resource for employers to make their workplace
               more military family friendly. Other efforts are made in the education sector by working
               with educational institutions to ease the transferability for military-connected students
               and to increase other job training opportunities for veterans and spouses.
            

            
            In an effort to bring attention to the needs of military families, the First and Second
               Ladies along with numerous celebrities held public events in military communities
               across the country during the week of 11 April 2011. They met with service members
               and their families at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; San Antonio, Texas; Denver and
               Colorado Springs, Colorado; and Columbus, Ohio. These visits launched the “Joining
               Forces” initiative, which the organization’s website claims “aims to educate, challenge,
               and spark action from all sectors of our society—citizens, communities, schools, non-profits,
               faith-based institutions, philanthropic organizations, and government—to ensure military
               families have the support they have earned” (Challenge.gov).
            

            
            Consistent with the mission of Joining Forces, on 5 August 2011, President Obama challenged
               the private sector to hire 100,000 veterans or their spouses by the end of 2013. At
               the same time, the president advocated that Congress pass a Returning Heroes Tax Credit and a Wounded Warriors Tax Credit for employers who participate in the trial. Two corporations, Walmart and Blackstone, both vowed to help hit the 100,000 target set by President Obama.
               Blackstone, alone, announced plans to hire an additional 50,000 veterans within five
               years after the president issued the challenge.
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         	KAGAN, ELENA (28 APRIL 1960–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court serving since 2011. Kagan was formerly
               the solicitor general of the United States from 2009 until 2010 during Barack Obama’s
               first term as president. She was born and raised in New York City and received an
               A.B. from Princeton University in 1981, an M.Phil. from Oxford in 1983, and a J.D.
               from Harvard Law School in 1986. Kagan worked as a clerk for Judge Abner Mikva on the U.S. Court of Appeals
               for the D.C. Circuit Court in 1987 and Supreme Court associate justice Thurgood Marshall in 1988. It is typical for the best graduates
               of the country’s top law schools to serve as Supreme Court law clerks immediately
               after graduation.
            

            
            When Kagan completed her experience as a law clerk, she went on to practice law for
               a short time in Washington, D.C., before moving to academia. Her scholarly career
               began as a law professor at the University of Chicago Law School from 1991 to 1995.
               These years overlap the time when Barack Obama was also teaching classes at the University
               of Chicago. After her time in Chicago, Kagan served in Bill Clinton’s administration as an associate White House counselor. During this time she was
               selected by Clinton to sit on the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C., but the
               Republican-controlled Senate failed to consider her nomination. After Clinton left office, Kagan
               sought a move back to the academy and found a visiting professor position at Harvard
               Law School. By 2001, she became a full professor and, in 2003, the first female dean
               of the Harvard Law School, where she stayed until 2009, when President Barack Obama
               nominated her to become solicitor general, the “country’s attorney.”
            

            
            Kagan’s nomination as solicitor general was confirmed by the Senate on 19 March 2009.
               During her time as the country’s attorney, she publicly supported the constitutionality
               of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. When a legal challenge arose to the health-care reform law, Kagan became the lawyer
               assigned to defend the law in federal court. Then, on 10 May 2010, Kagan was nominated
               by President Obama to take the place of retiring justice John Paul Stevens on the U.S. Supreme Court and was sworn in on 7 August 2010 by Chief Justice John Roberts. She became the fourth female associate justice to ever sit on the Court, and the
               eighth Jewish justice.
            

            
            During the 2012 Supreme Court session, the justices accepted an appeal of a lower
               court ruling regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Kagan, as an
               associate justice, heard the case despite speculation that she should recuse herself
               due to her prior position within the Obama administration. Kagan refused to step down.
               Her supporters noted that she had no involvement in the writing or promotion of the
               new law. Ultimately, Kagan ruled with the majority in the 5–4 decision, which held
               that the health-care reform was constitutional under Congress’s authority to levy
               taxes. Interestingly, in many other instances, Kagan has recused herself because of her
               former employment as the country’s solicitor general. See also WOMEN.
            

         

         
         	KASHMIRI, ILYAS (10 FEBRUARY 1964–3 JUNE 2011)

         
         	
            A Pakistani terrorist operative with ties to terrorist organizations al-Qaeda and
               Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami (HUJI). In 2009, he was among the top 10 most wanted militant
               commanders, believed to be living in Pakistan and sought by the United States. A failed
               assassination attempt was carried out by a U.S. drone strike on 7 September 2009. Then on 27 October 2009, Kashmiri was identified by the
               U.S. Department of Justice as a coconspirator with American David Headley to commit
               terrorist acts in India. Less than a year later, in August 2010, his HUJI organization
               was blacklisted by the United Nations as a terrorist group, and he was labeled a “Specially Designated Global Terrorist”
               by the Obama administration. On 3 June 2011, the United States located Kashmiri at
               a compound in South Waziristan, Pakistan, and carried out a second drone strike, successfully
               killing him.
            

         

         
         	KENNEDY, ANTHONY (23 JULY 1936–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court, serving since 1988. Kennedy was born in Sacramento, California, and received a B.A.
               from Stanford University in 1958. He went on to earn an LL.B. from Harvard Law School, where he graduated cum laude in 1961. After receiving his law degree, Kennedy went
               on to practice private law in San Francisco and Sacramento, California, from 1961
               until 1975. Beginning in 1965, and through 1988, he also taught classes on constitutional
               law at McGeorge School of Law at the University of the Pacific in California.
            

            
            On 3 March 1975, Kennedy was nominated by President Gerald Ford, upon the recommendation
               of the recently retired governor of California, Ronald Reagan, for a seat on the Ninth
               Circuit Court of Appeals, which hears appeals of federal district court rulings in
               the American West. He was confirmed by the Senate 17 days later. Twelve years after
               this, in November 1987, President Reagan nominated Kennedy for a seat on the Supreme
               Court after his first choice, Robert Bork, failed to gain Senate confirmation. Kennedy
               took his seat on 18 February 1988. At the beginning of his tenure, consistent with
               the ideology of the appointing president, Kennedy ruled with the more conservative
               justices. However, since 2005, he has largely been seen as a swing vote on the Court.
            

            
            When the constitutionality of health-care reform act known as “Obamacare,” or the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, was considered by the Supreme Court in 2012, Kennedy was expected to be the pivotal
               justice determining the Court’s opinion. Surprisingly, the Court’s majority opinion
               upheld the constitutionality of the law without Kennedy’s assent. In the 5–4 decision,
               Kennedy was in the minority, with conservative justices Scalia, Thomas, and Alito. In reading the dissenting opinion, Kennedy said that, “In our view, the act before
               us is invalid in its entirety.” The reason for the wholesale rejection, however, was
               primarily predicated on two provisions. The first was the requirement that state governments
               in the United States need to expand their existing government health-care options,
               and the second was the mandate that uninsured individuals who could afford health
               insurance would be required to purchase private insurance or face a tax penalty. The first provision was found unconstitutional, but the second and more
               significant consideration was not because the majority opinion suggested that requiring
               citizens to purchase insurance in the manner proposed by the law was allowable due
               to the government’s taxing authority.
            

         

         
         	KERRY, JOHN (11 DECEMBER 1943–)

         
         	
            The Democratic Party candidate for president in 2004 and the secretary of state in the Barack Obama administration
               starting in 2013. Kerry was a Democratic U.S. senator from Massachusetts from 1985
               until 2013. He was born in Aurora, Colorado, and graduated from Yale University with a degree in political science in 1966. Shortly
               after graduating from college, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. During his time in the
               Navy, Kerry completed two tours in Vietnam. Upon his return, he spoke out against
               the war, but most specifically against politicians who used politics to cover their
               culpability while putting the real burden of war on U.S. soldiers. Kerry later attended
               the Boston College of Law and earned a J.D. in 1976. He became a public prosecutor
               in Middlesex County, Massachusetts, shortly thereafter.
            

            
               U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry in Paris on 16 January 2015, paying tribute to
                     the victims of a terrorist attack.
                  

               

            

            Kerry was elected lieutenant governor of Massachusetts in 1982 serving under Governor
               Michael Dukakis. Two years later, he successfully ran for the U.S. Senate and was
               reelected to an additional four six-year terms. During his time in the Senate, Kerry
               became one of the more senior senators and chair of the prestigious Senate Foreign Relations Committee. In 2004, Kerry ran for president against George W. Bush, with Senator John Edwards (North Carolina) as his running mate, losing the Electoral College vote 286–251.
            

            
            In January 2008, Senator Kerry broke with many members of the Democratic Party establishment
               and endorsed Senator Barack Obama for president over Senator Hillary Clinton (New York) in the party nominating contest. Once Obama had secured the nomination,
               Kerry was mentioned as a possible vice-presidential running mate, but this position
               ultimately went to Senator Joe Biden (Delaware). After the vice-presidential position was given to Biden, there was further
               speculation, due to his experience on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, that
               Kerry would be nominated to be the next secretary of state. Obama passed on Kerry,
               however, and chose Senator Hillary Clinton, the former First Lady and Democratic Party
               primary foe. Four years later, after Clinton stepped down from the post, Kerry was
               nominated as secretary of state on 21 December 2012. But this occurred only after
               Obama’s first choice, former United Nations ambassador Susan Rice, was forced to withdraw her name from consideration after Republican   Party members of Congress were critical of her public response to the 11 September 2012
               Benghazi attack. Specifically, Rice failed to recognize the attack as the premeditated work of terrorists.
            

            
            Being passed over by Obama on several occasions did not seem to compromise Kerry’s
               allegiance to the president or any of Obama’s policy positions. For instance, during
               the time he spent as secretary of state, Kerry was a competent defender of the administration’s
               position on Syria and joined the president with strong opposition to the use of chemical weapons in
               the Syrian civil conflict. Kerry, under the direction of Obama, also took the lead
               in restarting peace negotiations between Israel and Palestine, talks that had been on hold for over three years. Although Kerry was
               unable to broker a comprehensive deal between the warring Middle Eastern neighbors,
               the fact that both sides agreed to meet with him suggested he was respected by both
               parties in the conflict. In another show of competence, in late summer 2013, Kerry
               successfully negotiated an agreement with Russia relating to Syria, with the result that the Syrian government turned over its chemical
               weapons stockpiles to international observers. Additionally, Kerry was an avid supporter
               of the successful Iran Nuclear Agreement, routinely stating during its negotiation how the agreement would make the world
               a safer place.
            

            
            Kerry retired from his secretary of state position on the last day of Obama’s second
               term. His dislike of Donald Trump was evident at the beginning of the new president’s administration, as Kerry refused
               to attend the inauguration but did attend the Women’s March the following day. Kerry took action against the Trump administration’s policy
               positions when he sent legal briefs to the U.S. Court of Appeals regarding the president’s
               executive order banning Muslims from certain countries, outlining how the policy should be blocked. See  also FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST.
            

         

         
         	KEYSTONE PIPELINE

         
         	
            A pipeline system that is used to transport crude oil and bitumen from the oil-producing
               region of Alberta, Canada, to refinery destinations in the United States. The Keystone
               Pipeline, operating since 2010, runs from the Athabasca oil sands in Alberta to refineries
               in Illinois and Oklahoma, covering a total of 2,151 miles. The portion of the pipeline
               that runs through the United States is located in North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
               Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Illinois. Beginning in 2011, there was heated public
               discussion about possible expansion of the pipeline. The new expansion would be known
               as Keystone XL and would add new lines in Montana, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas,
               Oklahoma, and Texas. In January 2012, President Obama rejected the pipeline application
               due in large part to protests from environmental interest groups who insisted that the proposed construction would do irreparable
               environmental damage to the Sand Hills region in the state of Nebraska. TransCanada,
               one of the owners of the pipeline, projected the creation of 20,000 U.S. jobs if the
               project were to go ahead. On 22 March 2012 in Cushing, Oklahoma, President Obama recommended
               the construction of the southern half of the Keystone XL Pipeline that would run from
               Cushing to the Gulf Coast through Texas, but he failed to give approval for the northern
               portion of the pipeline, which would cross the U.S.-Canadian border. Initially, in
               2011, Obama stated that he would hold off on making a decision until 2013, when a
               study would be completed by the Environmental Protection Agency. However, no official
               decision was made until 25 February 2015, when President Obama vetoed congressional legislation approving the construction of the pipeline. Following the
               veto, Secretary of State John Kerry stated that climate impact was the key factor for the rejection of the project. Although
               the northern portion of the pipeline was stopped by the Obama administration, President
               Donald Trump immediately approved the completion of the pipeline upon his entry into office. See also DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE.
            

            
               Oil and gas pipelines leading to a petrochemical factory.

               

            

         

         
         	KING, JOHN, JR. (1975–)

         
         	
            The third and last secretary of education in the Barack Obama administration. King
               was born and raised in New York City by two public school teachers. His father, his
               last living parent, died when he was twelve years old. Following the death of both
               parents at a young age, King moved around, living with other family members, until
               he attended Harvard University. He went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in government
               from Harvard, followed by a master’s and a doctorate from Columbia University’s Teachers
               College, along with a J.D. from Yale Law School.
            

            
             While in law school, King became a leader in the charter school movement and cofounded
               Boston’s Roxbury Preparatory Charter School. The school became the highest-performing
               public school in urban Massachusetts. In 2005, King became the managing director of
               the Uncommon Schools charter network, with locations in New York and Boston. He served
               in this capacity until 2009, and then in 2011 he became the New York state education
               commissioner. As the new education commissioner for New York, King managed the implementation
               of a common core curriculum. Under his direction, the state of New York became one
               of the first in the nation to receive funds from the Race to the Top program.
            

            
             In January 2015, King began serving as the principal senior adviser for the Department
               of Education. While in this position, he carried out the duties of the deputy secretary,
               overseeing all aspects of public education from preschool through 12th grade. On 2
               October 2015, Arne Duncan announced that he would be stepping down as the secretary of education at the end
               of the year. Upon the resignation of Duncan, President Obama announced the nomination
               of King to replace Duncan until the end of his second term. Following a confirmation
               vote in the Senate on 14 March 2016, King assumed the position of secretary of education
               with less than a year of President Obama’s term left. In his short tenure, King primarily
               focused on the advancement and implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act.
            

         

         
         	KING V. BURWELL

         
         	
            A 2015 Supreme Court case that challenged the legality of the tax credits laid out
               in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), which were designed to help lower-income individuals purchase health insurance
               on the state-operated exchanges. The case was brought to court by challenges to Obamacare, in a continued effort to dismantle the legislation.
            

            
             Text within the legislation specifically states that qualified individuals who purchase
               health insurance through a “state-run health insurance exchange” website are eligible
               for a tax credit, or subsidy, in order to decrease the cost of the insurance plan
               of their choosing. However, because states could not be forced to create and maintain
               an insurance exchange website, the federal government was obliged to create Healthcare.gov.
               Plaintiffs in the case alleged that any qualified individual who was receiving a subsidy
               because they bought an insurance plan through Healthcare.gov was not entitled to the
               subsidy because the exchange was not run by a “state.”
            

            
             The case accepted by the Supreme Court was a combination of four cases: King v. Burwell, Halbing v. Burwell, Pruitt v. Burwell, and Indiana v. IRS. After each of these four cases had hearings at lower courts with various rulings,
               the Supreme Court granted a writ of certiorari in the King case on 7 November 2014. The case was argued on 4 March 2015, with the decision being
               released on 25 June 2015.
            

            
             The ruling of the Court was written by Chief Justice John Roberts, joined by Kennedy, Breyer, Ginsburg, Sotomayor, and Kagan. The majority found that if the legislation was interpreted using plain language,
               the intent of the law would be destroyed. Therefore, even though the law specified
               a state-run exchange, the intent was to provide all qualified individuals with necessary
               funds to purchase insurance, regardless of what government ran the exchange. See also AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE.
            

         

         
         	KIRK, RONALD (27 JUNE 1954–)

         
         	
            The United States trade representative (USTR) in the Barack Obama administration from
               2009 until 2013. Kirk was born and raised in Austin, Texas, and received his undergraduate
               degree from Austin College in 1976 and a J.D. from the University of Texas School
               of Law in 1979. Kirk practiced law for several years until he took a position with
               Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen’s office. Then, in 1994, Kirk worked as the secretary
               of state in Texas governor Ann Richards’s administration. While serving as Texas secretary
               of state, he successfully ran for mayor of Dallas in 1995, becoming the first African
               American mayor of Dallas, Texas. He served as mayor until 2002.
            

            
             In late 2008, President-Elect Obama nominated Kirk to serve as U.S. trade representative,
               and after some Senate delay he was confirmed and sworn in on 18 March 2009. As the
               U.S. trade representative, Kirk received the title of ambassador and was an official
               member of the president’s cabinet. Once confirmed, Kirk helped the Obama administration
               forge bilateral free trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama that have all served to increase U.S. exports to those countries.
               Moreover, reporting by the bipartisan Congressional Budget Office has suggested that
               the free trade agreements boosted the country’s gross domestic product in an appreciable
               manner, helping to keep the country from falling back into recession. Also, as USTR,
               Kirk repeatedly challenged the Chinese government on behalf of American businesses.
               Specifically, the disputes have focused on intellectual property rights. Kirk stepped
               down as trade representative on 15 March 2013 at 58 years of age, with many speculating
               that he would reenter politics in the state of Texas sometime in the future. See also CHINA.
            

         

         
         	KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF (DPRK)

         
         	
            Also known as North Korea, a country in East Asia that has confronted recent U.S.
               presidential administrations with aggressive rhetoric in response to the perception
               that the United States may take over their country by force. Located on the northern
               half of the Korean Peninsula, North Korea borders China to the northeast and consistently challenged the Barack Obama administration by conducting
               nuclear testing and other war exercises. The capital of North Korea is located at
               Pyongyang, on the Taedong River, and the country has a population of approximately
               25 million people.
            

            
               A military parade in Pyongyang, North Korea, with a portrait of Kim Jong-Il, on the
                     60th anniversary of the conclusion of the Korean War.
                  

               

            

            From 1994 until his death in 2011, the DPRK was ruled by Kim Jong-Il. His son Kim
               Jong-Un took over leadership of the country early in the Obama administration and
               continues his father’s mission of a united Korean Peninsula under the rule of the
               Kim family. North Korea has continued to build its military power and weapons arsenal,
               focusing on the creation of nuclear weapons to defend itself from Western powers such
               as the United States.
            

            
            In May 2009, under the direction of Kim Jong-Il, the country conducted its second
               nuclear test, and the first during President Obama’s term in office. The underground
               test caused concern for many nations, but military officials in the United States
               stated that the issue was diplomatic, not military. In reaction, the United Nations imposed tighter sanctions on the country. In February 2013, North Korea conducted
               a third nuclear test. This test was the first under the new leader Kim Jong-Un. The
               actions are a direct violation of the United Nations–sponsored Nonproliferation Treaty
               and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. Many of the world’s countries have
               continued to impose economic sanctions on North Korea. To date, the country responds
               to each new round of sanctions with increased military activity. The sanctions following
               the third test have arguably been the most crippling because China, North Korea’s
               longtime and lone supporter on the UN Security Council, joined in the restrictions.
               On 7 March 2013, the UN unanimously approved a new round of penalties targeting banking,
               travel, and trade. However, these sanctions have done little to deter North Korea
               from its goals of obtaining nuclear weapons capable of hitting the U.S. mainland.
            

            
            In January 2016, North Korea claimed to have tested a hydrogen bomb underground. However,
               the detonation of nuclear material has never been confirmed. Nine months later, Kim
               Jong-Un conducted the country’s fifth nuclear test. Once again Obama worked with the
               United Nations to tighten sanctions. On 1 January 2017, during the transition of presidential power from Barack Obama to Donald Trump, Kim Jong-Un announced that his country will soon test intercontinental ballistic
               missiles. On 18 April 2017, North Korea attempted to launch several missiles but failed.
               Then, on 28 July 2017, the rogue nation successfully fired an intercontinental ballistic
               missile. The combination of ballistic missiles and nuclear tests causes concern for
               many nations.
            

            
            In addition to the tensions associated with nuclear and missile tests, relations between
               the United States and North Korea became even more strained when North Korea arrested
               and convicted a U.S. college student. Otto Warmbier was touring North Korea in January
               2016 when he was arrested for allegedly stealing a propaganda banner from his hotel.
               Warmbier was sentenced to 15 years hard labor. Following approximately 18 months of
               captivity, Warmbier was released to the United States, following diplomatic efforts,
               on 13 June 2017. Upon his release, it was revealed that he was in a coma. He was immediately
               transferred to the University of Cincinnati Medical Center for evaluation and treatment.
               Six days later, he passed away. North Korea reports that Warmbier was in a coma because
               he contracted botulism; however, U.S. doctors said there were no signs of bacteria
               found in his body. North Korea has ratcheted up its missile testing since Donald Trump took office.
            

         

         
         	KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (ROK)

         
         	
            Also known as South Korea, the country is located on the Korean Peninsula with the
               Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in East Asia and maintains a democratic government and strong relations with the
               United States. At the end of the Barack Obama administration, the president of South
               Korea was Park Geun-hye, the first female leader of the country, and the first South
               Korean leader impeached and removed from office. South Korea is one of the richest
               countries in Asia, enjoying high living standards comparable to Japan, Singapore,
               and developed Western nations.
            

            
            On 20 June 2007, in the George W. Bush administration, the Republic of Korea and the United States signed a free trade agreement. However, the agreement could not become law until the treaty was ratified by the
               legislatures of both countries. Because of a failure to get legislative approval,
               the agreement lapsed and had to be renegotiated by the Obama administration. The two
               countries concluded new agreements in late 2010 and early 2011. The U.S. Congress
               approved the agreement on 12 October 2011, and Korea’s National Assembly sanctioned
               the deal less than one month later on 22 November 2011. The agreement went into effect
               on 15 March 2012 and resulted in increased trade between the two nation-states.
            

            
             South Korea is routinely threatened by North Korea in its efforts to reunite the
               peninsula under the Kim family. This has been a constant foreign policy puzzle for
               the Obama administration. Following the Armistice that ended the Korean War in 1953,
               South Korea entered into a mutual defense treaty with the United States, an agreement
               which dictates that if either party is attacked in the Pacific arena, the other country
               must come to its aid. Hence, the United States has to remain watchful of any and all
               military movement by North Korea, which has been a considerable undertaking. Since
               the nuclear tests and missile launches, which have become more frequent since 2014,
               the Obama administration responded by moving naval ships to the region and conducting
               military training exercises with the South Korean military. These military training
               exercises continued throughout the second term of the Obama administration and have
               vexed North Korean leaders.
            

         

         
         	KRUEGER, ALAN B. (17 SEPTEMBER 1960–)

         
         	
            Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) in the Barack Obama administration
               from 2011 until 2013. Krueger was born and raised in Livingston, New Jersey, and received
               a B.A. from Cornell University’s School of Industrial and Labor Relations in 1983
               and a Ph.D. in economics from Harvard University in 1987. Beginning in 1987, he held a joint faculty appointment in the Woodrow Wilson
               School and the Department of Economics at Princeton University. From 1994 until 1995,
               Krueger worked for the U.S. Department of Labor as chief economist in the Bill Clinton administration. In early March 2009, Krueger was nominated by President Obama to
               be the assistant secretary of the treasury for economic policy, but he resigned in
               October 2010 to return to Princeton University.
            

            
            Krueger has published multiple books on the economics of education, terrorism, and
               employment. In his work on employment, he studied the effects of raising the minimum
               wage and its impact on hiring in the food services industry in New Jersey. He found
               that more hiring occurred after the minimum wage increased. In his work on terrorism,
               he found that terrorists are often from a higher socioeconomic stratum than what many
               commonly imagine. On 29 August 2011, Obama nominated Krueger to serve as chair of
               the CEA, and he was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate on 3 November 2011. In
               this capacity Krueger headed efforts to track macroeconomic progress in the country
               and to provide advice to President Obama about policy prescriptions that might improve
               the economic standing of the country. On 2 August 2013, Krueger resigned his position
               with the CEA in an effort to maintain his tenure at Princeton University.
            

         

         
         	KUCINICH, DENNIS (8 OCTOBER 1946–)

         
         	
            A former Democratic member of the U.S. House of Representatives who was a candidate
               for president in the 2004 and 2008 election cycles. Kucinich was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and received a B.A. and M.A. from Case
               Western Reserve University in 1970 and 1973, respectively. In 1969, at age 23, Kucinich
               won a seat on the Cleveland City Council. In 1977, he was elected mayor of Cleveland
               and served in that position for one two-year term, losing his reelection bid to future
               Ohio governor and senator George Voinovich in 1979. Kucinich moved to New Mexico from
               1985 until 1994 but returned to Ohio and ran for and won a seat in the Ohio state
               senate. In 1996, Kucinich won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives from Ohio’s
               10th congressional district. While maintaining his seat in the House, he ran for president
               in the 2004 election but failed to carry any states in the Democratic Party nominating process.
            

            
            On 11 December 2006, Kucinich announced that he would be running for president again
               in the 2008 election. This time, the Democratic Party primary battle would mean a contest against Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, among others. With only lackluster support in the pre-primary period and before
               the first contest in Iowa, Kucinich asked his supporters to back Barack Obama. He
               officially dropped his bid for the party nomination on 24 January 2008, refocusing
               his campaign activities on his reelection to the U.S. House of Representatives. On
               26 August 2008, Kucinich spoke at the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado, and wholeheartedly endorsed Barack Obama as the party’s candidate.
            

            
            He represented the more liberal wing of the Democratic Party, and in a strange twist
               of fate, in June 2011, Kucinich along with nine other House members filed a lawsuit
               in federal court against Barack Obama and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates over the administration’s action in Libya. The lawsuit focused on the War Powers Act and suggested that President Obama did
               not properly notify Congress before committing troops militarily. A federal judge
               dismissed the lawsuit on the grounds the members of Congress did not have standing.
               Kucinich lost his bid for reelection to the House in 2012 but has continued to be
               involved in politics. In particular, he has launched a website titled Kucinich Action,
               which in September 2013 was focusing readers’ attention on the Syrian conflict and asking people to pledge not to vote for any member of Congress who supports
               U.S. military involvement in the Syrian civil conflict.
            

         

      

      
      
   
      L

      
      
      
         
         	LABOR UNIONS

         
         	
            Also known as trade unions. These are groups of workers from different segments of
               the labor force that are legally duty bound to support the well-being of the group
               as it relates to safety, wage, and other worker concerns. In American politics, labor
               unions have traditionally supported the Democratic Party because it is perceived as more sympathetic to the plight of working-class Americans.
               Since Barack Obama’s first campaign for public office, he has enjoyed consistently
               high levels of support from labor unions in the state of Illinois and across the country.
               However, it must be noted that the political power of labor unions in the United States
               has waned over the years due in part to declining memberships, which has meant their
               endorsement is less of an electoral asset than it once was.
            

            
            While Obama was president, labor unions in many states lost ground politically to
               probusiness politicians. Among the most notable instances took place in Madison, Wisconsin,
               when the newly elected Republican governor Scott Walker sought to eliminate Wisconsin public unions’ collective bargaining
               power in an effort to reduce state spending. In February 2011, tens of thousands of
               protesters from around the state and country arrived in the Wisconsin state capital
               to oppose Governor Walker’s proposal. In a high-profile maneuver, and in an attempt
               to stop the legislation from moving forward, Democratic state senators in Wisconsin
               left the state to prevent the state legislature from reaching the quorum required
               to hold a vote on the governor’s proposal. During the debate, President Obama accused
               Scott Walker of launching an “assault on unions.” Ultimately, in early March, the
               bill passed when Republican state legislators exploited a loophole in legislative
               procedure allowing them to vote without the Democratic senators present.
            

            
            In another notable incident, on 29 August 2012, the Chicago, Illinois, Teachers Union filed a 10-day strike notice, and on 10 September 2012, Chicago-area
               teachers went on strike for the first time in 25 years over the failure to reach an
               agreement on a new employment contract. Newly elected Democratic mayor of Chicago
               Rahm Emanuel, who had served as President Obama’s chief of staff, attempted to involve the courts
               as a means of ending the strike. This effort failed, but shortly thereafter the two
               sides agreed to a mediated settlement. Some have speculated that the Obama administration,
               with ties to Illinois and Chicago politics, played a role in ending the strike, which
               lasted approximately 10 days. In the end, the teacher’s union got only a fraction
               of what it had been demanding.
            

            
            At the end of 2012, the state government in Michigan began to focus on union membership
               policies. Specifically, the Republican Party majority in the state legislature drafted
               legislation that would make Michigan a “right-to-work” state, meaning workers would
               not be required to join a union if a union was operating in the business where they
               were employed. Republican Michigan governor Rick Snyder argued that the initiative
               had nothing to do with weakening unions but was only intended to make the state a
               more attractive place for new business investment. President Obama injected himself
               into the debate, stating that the right-to-work legislation had nothing to do with
               economics but everything to do with politics. Amid protests, the legislature and governor
               quickly passed and signed the legislation, making Michigan the 24th right-to-work
               or antiunion state.
            

            
            With many states led by Republican governors and state legislatures controlled by
               the Republican Party working to weaken labor unions, especially in the Midwest, union
               membership decreased greatly during Obama’s two terms in office. In 1983, the first
               year that the U.S. government compiled comparable data, union membership was at 20.1
               percent of the working population. By 2016, or the end of the Obama administration,
               membership had decreased to 10.6 percent of the total workforce. This decline is by
               no means the sole fault of the Obama administration, as membership had been on a downward
               trajectory since the government began collecting union data. It is also reasonable
               to believe that the bankruptcy of General Motors and Chrysler and the auto bailout contributed to the decline in union membership during the Obama years.
            

            
         

         
         	LAHOOD, RAY (6 DECEMBER 1945–)

         
         	
            The secretary of transportation in the Barack Obama administration from 2009 until
               2013. LaHood was born and raised in Peoria, Illinois, and received a B.S. from Bradley
               University in education and sociology in 1971. In 1977, LaHood became the district
               administrative assistant for U.S. House member Tom Railsback (R-Illinois) and served
               in that position until 1982, when he was appointed to fill a vacant seat in the Illinois
               state house of representatives. When the seat came up for reelection, LaHood lost
               to the Democratic challenger. After the loss, he worked in the office of U.S. House minority leader
               Robert Michel (R-Illinois) from 1982 until 1994, eventually becoming chief of staff.
               When Michel retired in 1994, LaHood ran for and won the minority leader’s vacated
               seat in Illinois’s 18th congressional district. After 12 years in the House, LaHood
               announced that he would not run for reelection in 2008. During the 2008 presidential
               election, LaHood supported Republican senator John McCain (Arizona) but was a vocal critic of his running mate, Sarah Palin of Alaska.
            

            
            During his service in the U.S. House of Representatives, LaHood was known for organizing
               civility retreats for members of Congress from both political parties to come together
               socially as a way to draw down the level of personal conflict and spiteful behavior
               that characterized much contemporary legislative debate. This initiative was much
               appreciated by Senator Obama, and when he secured the presidency in December 2008,
               Obama made the Republican his choice to serve as secretary of transportation. LaHood
               was easily confirmed by the Senate on 21 January 2009, joining Defense Secretary Robert Gates as one of two Republicans in Obama’s cabinet. On 13 October 2011, LaHood announced
               that he would not be staying on as transportation secretary after Obama’s first term.
               Arguably, he was frustrated by the inability of Congress to pass the infrastructure
               improvements advocated by the administration as a means to create jobs and stimulate
               the nation’s economy while improving transportation infrastructure for American business. In 2013, LaHood
               joined the Dirksen Center in Illinois, a not-for-profit organization whose stated
               mission is to “improve civic engagement by promoting a better understanding of Congress
               and its leaders through archival, research, and educational programs.”
            

            
         

         
         	LET’S MOVE CAMPAIGN

         
         	
            A program launched by First Lady Michelle Obama on 9 February 2010 to address widespread childhood obesity in the United States.
               The program was designed to be a comprehensive approach to decreasing the rate of
               childhood obesity by serving healthier food in public schools, making healthy and
               affordable food more accessible, and increasing physical activity. President Barack
               Obama helped launch the program by signing a presidential memorandum to create the
               first Task Force on Childhood Obesity, which brought together personnel from a number
               of U.S. agencies that deal with health-related matters. The overall goal of the task
               force was to review programs and policies that relate to child nutrition and physical
               activity.
            

            
            The program was not adopted without controversy. At the beginning of the new school
               year in 2012, a new school lunch program was implemented by the Obama administration to help achieve the goals of the Let’s
               Move Campaign. The new program focused on dietary guidelines. Among the new guidelines
               were larger portions of fruits and vegetables, more whole grains, less sodium, and
               eliminating trans fat in public school lunchrooms. The new guidelines changed school
               lunches in an appreciable manner, which in turn caused some students to skip lunch
               altogether. In addition to the new food choice standards, calorie counts were capped
               at 650 for K–5th graders, 700 for 6th–8th graders, and 850 for 9th–12th graders. According
               to the White House’s own estimates, the result of the new restrictions was mixed,
               and some schools opted out of the National  School Lunch Program  after students balked
               at eating healthier meals consistent with the new federal guidelines.  See   also NUTRITION LABELS. 
            

            
         

         
         	LETTERMAN, DAVID (12 APRIL 1947–)

         
         	
            The host of the Late Show with David Letterman, a television talk show broadcast on one of the major television networks in the
               United States. The show, like others in this genre, uses satire with oftentimes explicit
               political content. In June 2009, Letterman was caught up in a controversy over a sexually
               themed joke that mentioned the daughter of former Republican Party vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin. Palin ran with John McCain (R-Arizona) against Barack Obama and Joe Biden in the 2008 presidential contest. In the joke, Letterman mistakenly referenced Palin’s
               younger daughter Willow when the joke was supposed to be about her 19-year-old daughter
               Bristol. Palin quickly responded, stating that jokes made by a “62-year-old male celebrity
               aimed at a 14-year-old girl” were “disgusting.” Conservative media outlets in the
               United States were also notably upset by the talk show host’s alleged insensitivity.
               On 10 June 2009, Letterman responded publicly that the joke was not about Willow but
               about Bristol and then ended with a halfhearted apology, which was not well received.
               Five days later, Letterman once again addressed the issue, blaming himself for the
               error and apologizing to both of Palin’s daughters.
            

            
            President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama have both made appearances on the Letterman show. Michelle was the first to appear
               on 30 August 2012, and the conversation centered on her initiatives to help military
               families, Joining Forces, and her Let’s Move   Campaign, which attempts to address childhood obesity. In addition, the two conversed about
               parenting, and the first lady touched on what Letterman could do about getting his
               son involved in sports. With the general election in 2012 less than two months away, on 18 September, President Obama made an appearance on
               the Letterman show. The president was notably comfortable in this setting, and his
               appearances on this type of show were generally well received throughout his presidency.
               As president, Obama has been more inclined to use the television talk show format
               or one-on-one interviews with journalists, as opposed to the more traditional press conference. On 3 April 2014, Letterman announced that he would be retiring from hosting the
               Late Show. Letterman appeared on his last episode of the Late Show on 20 May 2015. The episode began with presidential sendoffs from four U.S. presidents:
               George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama. In 2016, Letterman became a celebrity correspondent for a climate change documentary called Years of Living Dangerously.
            

            
         

         
         	LEW, JACK (29 AUGUST 1955–)

         
         	
            The secretary of the treasury in the second term of the Barack Obama administration.
               Lew was also the White House chief of staff from 2012 until 2013, and before that
               he was the director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Lew was born and
               raised in New York City and graduated with an A.B. from Harvard University in 1978
               and a J.D. from the Georgetown Law Center in 1983. He actually started working in
               Washington, D.C., at 18 years of age as an aide to Representative Joseph Moakley (D-Massachusetts).
               After his time at Harvard, and overlapping his time in law school from 1979 until
               1987, Lew was a policy adviser to Speaker of the House Tip O’Neil (D-Massachusetts).
               After several years of practicing law in the private sector, Lew served as a special
               assistant in the Bill Clinton White House. Then, in late 1994, he left the White House position to work at the Office
               of Management and Budget where he held positions as the executive associate director,
               associate director for legislative affairs, and deputy director before being nominated
               by Clinton to be the director of the OMB in 1998. Lew served as the head of the agency
               until the end of Clinton’s term in 2001.
            

            
            During the first Obama administration, Lew was appointed to be the first deputy secretary
               of state for management and resources. Then, in 2010, he was once again nominated
               and confirmed by the Senate to become the director of the OMB, replacing Peter Orszag.
               Later, on 9 January 2012, President Obama announced that Lew would become the next
               White House chief of staff. His nomination was met with considerable criticism after
               reports surfaced that he had received just under $1 million in bonuses as the chief
               operating officer of Citigroup, a company that had received $45 billion in government
               funds as part of the Obama administration response to the Great Recession. Given that the position did not require Senate approval, there was little that could
               be done to block Obama’s choice, and Lew assumed the position as the White House chief
               of staff on 27 January 2012. In January 2013, with 10 days left in his first term,
               President Obama announced that he had nominated Lew to serve in his cabinet as the
               secretary of the treasury.
            

            
            There was a brief controversy surrounding his nomination that had nothing to do with
               his credentials. It turns out Lew is well respected by Republican and Democrat members of Congress alike. In this instance, the controversy was about his signature.
               As secretary of the treasury, a facsimile of the officeholder’s signature is posted
               to all new currency. It turns out Lew’s signature was so illegible that many felt
               it would not be appropriate for this purpose. To address the concern, Lew promised
               to sign his name in a manner that could be easily read. The Senate Finance Committee
               approved his nomination on 26 February 2013, with the full Senate approving on 27
               February. Lew was sworn into office the following day. In December 2013, Lew made
               a statement about the government’s national debt and that it was imperative to increase the debt limit, because without an increase
               the country would run out of money to pay its bills by late February or early March
               2014. He reminded Congress that increasing the debt limit was not approval to increase
               spending but only a commitment to “pay for the expenditures Congress has already approved.”
               Lew served as the secretary of the treasury until the end of the Obama administration.
            

            
         

         
         	LGBT

         
         	
            The initials stand for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender. The term has been
               used and adapted since the 1990s to replace the term gay. Activists adopted the abbreviation because they felt the term gay did not represent all individuals identified as belonging to the homosexual community. Members of the LGBT community are routinely discriminated against, while
               the organization fights for civil rights. For example, Proposition 8 repealed gay marriage in the state of California, and in 2010 a woman had to sue the U.S. government, in
               United States v. Windsor, to not be taxed on her late wife’s estate. It was not until the 2015 Supreme Court
               case Obergefell v. Hodges that gay marriage was legal in all 50 states.
            

            
             Throughout the Obama administration, the LGBT community has gained national attention.
               Following the sentencing of Bradley Manning, the young man sought access to gender reassignment surgery. On 13 September 2016,
               the military granted Manning her reassignment surgery. She now goes by the name Chelsea
               Manning. Additionally, in April 2015, Bruce Jenner, a former U.S. Olympic gold medal–winning
               athlete announced that he was a trans-woman. Following the announcement, Jenner changed
               her name to Caitlyn. As a famous individual, Caitlyn Jenner has worked to help the
               LGBT community to become more accepted.
            

            
             In addition to the problems this community faces in the United States, its members
               are discriminated against in other nations around the world. If individuals in the
               Middle East are suspected to be part of this community, ISIL members kill them. Murdering of these individuals has also been reported to have
               taken place in April 2017 in Chechnya, Russia. See also DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL; MATTHEW SHEPARD AND JAMES BYRD JR. HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT; ORLANDO NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING, 2016; POPE FRANCIS (17 DECEMBER 1936–).
            

            
         

         
         	LIBYA

         
         	
            A country located in North Africa, with a population of 3.6 million people in 1987
               (the most recent census by the Libyan government). The country was ruled by dictatorial
               leader Muammar Gadhafi from 1969 until 2011. Following the overthrow and death of Gadhafi, the Obama administration
               and the new Libyan government experienced strained relations when there was a terrorist
               attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya. The assault, which took place on 11 September 2012, the 11th anniversary
               of attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C., resulted in the deaths of four U.S.
               State Department employees, including U.S. ambassador Christopher Stevens.
            

            
            Ironically, U.S. foreign relations with the Libyan government had improved greatly
               in the George W. Bush administration and led the Gadhafi government to announce that it was suspending
               its quest for nuclear weapons and was willing to pay reparations for terrorist attacks
               perpetrated by Libyan nationals against Western targets. However, the newfound cooperation
               lasted less than a decade. The Arab Spring, or pro-democracy movements in the Middle East, spread to Libya, and the Gadhafi
               regime vowed to resist change. When it became clear in 2011 that Gadhafi was willing
               to wage war on his own citizens indiscriminately, the Obama administration and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies intervened on the side of the pro-democracy rebels.
            

            
            Specifically, the United States and other NATO countries supported the rebels with
               the implementation of a no-fly zone over the country and airstrikes on pro-Gadhafi
               forces. The campaign was called Operation Unified Protector. The military action by
               Obama received significant criticism from both ends of the political spectrum in the
               United States. Liberal members of the Democratic Party, led by Dennis Kucinich (Ohio), filed a lawsuit against the president claiming that he did not have the authority
               to commit troops to the war in Libya because he did not properly seek congressional
               approval. Members of the Republican Party in Congress were critical of the aggression because it is commonplace, in the contemporary
               era, for members of the opposition to disagree with anything the president does.
            

            
            The use of force eventually gained public support in the United States when the conflict
               was framed as a humanitarian mission. Approval of an intervention was granted by the
               U.S. Congress, supported by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, and authorized by the UN Security Council. Specifically, in
               March 2011, the UN approved the enforcement of the no-fly zone. Around this time,
               the Obama administration expelled Libyan diplomats from the United States who were
               loyal to the Gadhafi regime and closed the Libyan embassy in Washington, D.C. On 15
               July, the president officially recognized the rebels in Benghazi as Libya’s legitimate
               government and reopened the Libyan embassy in August under the control of a Transitional
               National Council (TNC), an umbrella political arm of the Libyan resistance movement.
               Military aid to the rebels, however, ended on 31 October 2011 with the capture and
               killing of Gadhafi, despite requests by the TNC that the mission stay in place until
               the year’s end. No members of the U.S. military served on the ground during the Libyan
               conflict. At the end of the Obama administration, Libya was in a state of civil war,
               with numerous militias and jihadist groups fighting for control of the government.
               In 2014, ISIL fighters seized the city of Derna and in 2015 the city of Sirte. See also BOOTS ON THE GROUND.
            

            
         

         
         	LILLY LEDBETTER FAIR PAY ACT OF 2009

         
         	
            The first new law passed by the Barack Obama administration and the 111th Congress (2009–11). The act amends the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by tightening the rules regarding
               wage discrimination against women. Most specifically, the law addressed a 2007 Supreme Court decision on the statute of limitations for gender wage discrimination. In a 2007
               case, Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., the Supreme Court ruled that the statute of limitations, or time period an employer
               can no longer be held accountable for discriminatory policies, begins at the time
               the employer first discriminates (or breaks the law) and not from the date of the
               most recent paycheck.
            

            
            The act, signed into law by President Obama on 29 January 2009, reverses the 2007
               decision by the Supreme Court and holds that the 180-day statute of limitations restarts
               with each new paycheck where discriminatory pay is present. The new law was widely
               cited by Obama’s reelection campaign in 2012 as evidence that the president has been
               actively addressing issues of importance to women and other underrepresented groups.
               See also THE UNITED STATE OF WOMEN SUMMIT; WALMART STORES INC. V. DUKES ET AL.
            

            
         

         
         	LIMBAUGH, RUSH (12 JANUARY 1951–)

         
         	
            Host of the Rush Limbaugh Show, a radio talk show offering conservative political commentary. Limbaugh was born
               and raised in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and has been working in radio since he was
               16 years old. His program has a listening audience of 20 million, and the show was
               the highest-rated radio talk show in 2011. Throughout the Obama administration, Limbaugh
               was highly critical of the president’s actions, finding fault in nearly every move
               the president made. In some instances, Limbaugh has come under fire from the public
               and other media outlets for his offhanded comments.
            

            
             Specifically, on 16 January 2009, just before Obama was sworn into office the first
               time, Limbaugh commented on his show, “I hope he fails.” Some viewed the comment critically
               because it would appear Limbaugh was less concerned with the well-being of the country
               than he was with the president’s failure. The radio host later clarified his statement
               by saying he wants to see Obama’s policies fail and not the man himself. Limbaugh
               again came under fire in 2012 with comments about Sandra Fluke, who had testified before a congressional committee about the importance of insurance
               companies providing coverage for female contraception under the new health-care laws
               that were being considered. Part of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, passed in the 111th Congress (2009–11), mandated that birth control be covered by private and government insurers,
               which brought heated criticism from social conservatives who felt that birth control
               is not a matter of public concern. Limbaugh weighed in on the controversy and during
               a rant referred to Sandra Fluke, a Georgetown University law student, as a “slut”
               and a “prostitute.” His comments were not well received by the vast majority of the
               American public. Disapproval was even voiced by major political figures in the Republican Party. Limbaugh later apologized to Fluke. As a result of the controversy, the talk show
               lost more than 100 local and national sponsors.
            

            
         

         
         	LOCKE, GARY F. (21 JANUARY 1950–)

         
         	
            The secretary of commerce during President Barack Obama’s first term in office and
               the U.S. ambassador to China from 2011 to 2014. Locke was born and raised in Seattle, Washington. In 1972, he
               graduated from Yale University with a B.A. in political science. He then went on to
               earn a J.D. from Boston University Law School in 1975. From 1982 to 1993, Locke served
               in the Washington state house of representatives. Upon his leaving the state legislature,
               he was elected as the chief executive of King County, which includes the city of Seattle,
               and took on the challenges of the state’s most complex inner-city area. Locke served
               in this position until 1997 when he ran for and won the governorship in the state
               of Washington. The win by Locke made him the first Chinese American governor in the
               history of the United States. He served as Washington’s governor until 2005.
            

            
             On 25 February 2009, President Obama nominated Locke to serve as secretary of commerce,
               following the withdrawal of two previous choices. Locke’s confirmation process moved
               relatively quickly and easily through the Senate, with a unanimous consent for his
               confirmation being reached by the upper chamber on 24 March 2009. He was officially
               sworn in two days later. The confirmation made Locke the first Chinese American to
               serve as secretary of commerce. As commerce secretary, he was tasked with helping
               the president turn around the economy from its fallout during the Great Recession.
            

            
             On 9 March 2011, following the resignation of Jon Huntsman, President Obama nominated
               Locke to serve as the U.S. ambassador to China. He was once again confirmed by a unanimous
               Senate vote. Following the confirmation vote, Locke resigned as commerce secretary
               on 1 August and was replaced by Rebecca Blank. He served as the ambassador to China until November 2013, when he decided to step
               down in order to spend more time with his family back in Seattle. As of May 2016,
               Locke was serving on the boards of AMC Theatres and a global health nonprofit company
               called PATH, which had previously been known as the Program for Appropriate Technology
               in Health.
            

            
         

         
         	LONG-FORM BIRTH CERTIFICATE

         
         	
            An official copy of a certificate of live birth. In June 2008, during the presidential
               election season, the Barack Obama campaign posted a copy of a computer-generated short-form
               birth certificate on the “Fight the Smears” website in order to counter arguments
               by birthers who had been arguing that Obama is not a U.S. citizen or was not born in the United
               States. If the accusation were true, Obama would be disqualified from holding the
               office of president.
            

            
            The short form did not satisfy the conspiracy theorists, and the issue continued to
               plague the Obama administration into calendar year 2011, two years after he had been
               sworn in as president. Much of the outcry was orchestrated by real estate mogul and
               speculative presidential candidate Donald Trump. Not wanting to give in to conspiracy theorists, Obama tried to ignore the issue,
               but he eventually requested that the director of the Hawaii Department of Health,
               on 22 April 2011, provide him with the original long form. Three days later, the state
               of Hawaii approved the request by the president and made an exception to the normal
               policy of only issuing computer-generated short forms. On 27 April 2011, the White
               House handed out copies of the long-form birth certificate and posted it on the White
               House website. President Obama stated that he hoped this would put the matter to rest
               and that the country would turn to more pressing issues of national importance. Not
               satisfied, some birthers claim the certificate was a forgery.
            

            
            At the end of Obama’s second term, and during the 2016 election, NBC News and SurveyMonkey conducted a poll in June and found that approximately
               72 percent of registered Republicans still doubted that President Obama was an American-born citizen. In September 2016,
               more than five years after the president released his birth certificate, Donald Trump
               finally relented that President Obama was born in the United States. Despite this
               admission, Trump continued to propagate the claim that Hillary Clinton was the individual responsible for introducing the idea that Obama was not eligible
               to serve as president because he was not born in the United States.
            

            
         

         
         	LYNCH, LORETTA E. (21 MAY 1959–)

         
         	
            The second attorney general serving in the Barack Obama administration. Lynch was
               born and raised in Greensboro, North Carolina. She earned a B.A. in English and American
               literature from Harvard in 1981 and went on to earn a J.D. from Harvard Law School three years later. After obtaining the law degree, she worked at a prestigious law
               firm until moving to the U.S. attorney’s office in 1990, where she served as a drug
               and violent-crime prosecutor. Over the next decade, Lynch moved up in the U.S. attorney’s
               Eastern District of New York office, eventually becoming the chief assistant in the
               Eastern District, as well as heading the Brooklyn office. In 1999, she received her
               first political nomination when President Bill Clinton asked her to serve as the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York. Two
               years later, at the end of the Clinton administration, she left the U.S. attorney’s
               office to work in a private multinational law firm. She continued to work there until
               20 January 2010, when she was nominated by President Barack Obama to serve as the
               head of the Eastern District once again.
            

            
             On 8 November 2014, President Obama nominated Lynch to succeed Eric Holder as U.S. attorney general. She was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 26
               February 2015 and confirmed by the Senate on 23 April in a 56–43 vote. Her confirmation
               made her the second woman, the second African American, and the first African American woman to hold the position.
               As the U.S. attorney general, Lynch was routinely consulted following mass shootings. Specifically, following the Charleston church shooting, Lynch announced that the shooter would be charged with two federal hate crimes under
               the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009. Also, throughout her tenure, the Justice Department was tasked with investigating
               several police departments following the increased attention to police shootings of African American men. In June 2016, Lynch made multiple television show appearances
               highlighting the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) analysis of what happened
               when the LGBT community was targeted in the Orlando nightclub shooting.
            

            
             Near the end of Obama’s second term, during the 2016 election campaigns, Lynch stirred controversy when she met with former president Bill Clinton
               aboard a private jet in Phoenix, Arizona. The meeting was a cause for concern because
               the FBI was investigating his wife’s e-mail practices when she served as secretary
               of state. On 1 July 2016, she announced that she would accept any recommendation made
               by the FBI regarding the prosecution of Hillary Clinton for her use of a private e-mail server. Five days later, FBI director James Comey recommended not pressing charges against Clinton. The recommendation from James Comey
               following the meeting of Lynch with Bill Clinton drew heavy criticism from Republican candidate Donald Trump. Despite the controversy near the end of Obama’s term, Lynch stayed on as U.S. attorney
               general until Trump was sworn in on 20 January 2017.
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         	MAKING WORK PAY TAX CREDIT

         
         	
            See TAXES.
            

         

         
         	MANNING, BRADLEY (17 DECEMBER 1987–)

         
         	
            During President Obama’s term in office, there have been several instances of leaked
               classified information. Bradley Manning, now Chelsea Manning, is known for disclosing
               classified military documents to WikiLeaks, a website designed to expose covert government activities, while serving in the
               U.S. Army. Manning was born as a male on 17 December 1987 in Crescent, Oklahoma, where
               he spent most of his childhood. He enlisted in the army in 2007 and attended basic
               training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. After reportedly being bullied during the
               first six weeks of basic training, Manning was transferred to the discharge unit in
               October 2007. The army reviewed his case and denied him discharge, sending him back
               to basic training.
            

            
               LGBT marchers carrying a banner for the release of Chelsea Manning, formally known
                     as Bradley Manning.
                  

               

            

            In October 2009, Manning was deployed to Iraq. During his time there, he had access to U.S. government databases that contained
               considerable secret information. On 26 May 2010, he was arrested and held at Camp
               Arifjan in Kuwait for downloading top secret materials and passing them on to WikiLeaks
               founder Julian Assange. The materials that Manning provided to Assange’s organization included videos from
               a 12 July 2007 airstrike in Baghdad, Iraq, and a 2009 airstrike in Granai, Afghanistan. In addition, there were approximately half a million war logs from the Iraq and
               Afghan conflicts and a quarter million diplomatic cables. The Obama administration
               stated that the release of this information threatened valuable military and diplomatic
               sources and strained relations between the United States and other governments.
            

            
            On 28 February 2013, Manning pleaded guilty to 10 of the 22 charges that were brought
               against him. The 10 charges carried a maximum penalty of 20 years. However, prosecutors
               still arraigned Manning on the other 12 offenses he did not plead guilty to. Among
               these is a charge of “aiding the enemy,” which carries a life term. In August 2013,
               during the sentencing portion of his trial, Manning was found guilty of additional
               offenses and given a total of 35 years in jail, but he was not found guilty of aiding
               the enemy, the most serious charge. While serving his sentence, Manning underwent
               gender reassignment surgery in order to change her external identity to coordinate
               with her internal identity.
            

            
            On 17 January 2017, President Obama commuted Manning’s sentence. In a press conference on 18 January, Obama stated that the 35-year
               sentence she received was “very disproportionate relative to what other leakers have
               received,” and therefore it makes sense to commute but not pardon Manning. Following
               the commutation from the president, Manning only had to serve four additional months
               in prison. She was released on 17 May 2017. See also LGBT.
            

         

         
         	MANNING, CHELSEA

         
         	
            See MANNING, BRADLEY (17 DECEMBER 1987–).
            

         

         
         	MARIJUANA

         
         	
            During President Barack Obama’s time in office, a debate has been held in many of
               the American states about the use of marijuana, or the herb cannabis. Many states
               have approved the use of the drug as a treatment for numerous illnesses, diseases,
               and syndromes, while several others have approved the drug for recreational use. Debate
               over a state’s right to make marijuana legal, either for medical or recreational use,
               is controversial because under U.S. federal law, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is classified
               as a psychoactive drug and is illegal.
            

            
               Trimming a marijuana plant in preparation for retail sales.

               

            

            THC is the compound in cannabis that medical authorities argue provides pain relief
               to individuals with certain medical conditions. As of July 2017, 29 states and Washington,
               D.C., have legalized marijuana for medical purposes. The states that allowed medical
               marijuana at the end of the Obama administration are Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
               Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
               Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
               North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, and West
               Virginia. However, access to medical marijuana and the medical conditions that doctors
               are allowed to prescribe marijuana for vary greatly by state.
            

            
            Within the first year of his presidency, Obama instructed federal law enforcement
               agencies to prioritize their “war on drugs” and to pursue only individuals who are
               violating both state and federal laws. This policy, conveyed to the Justice Department,
               suggested that it is not a good use of law enforcement resources to seek out and arrest
               individuals who use marijuana for medical purposes when they are doing so in compliance
               with state law. In reaction, medical marijuana advocates and growers claimed victory
               and rejoiced because the national government would be leaving them alone. Yet, throughout
               the Obama administration’s first term, there were numerous raids carried out on medical
               marijuana facilities, and arrests were made. In April 2012, the president was questioned
               about the raids and his previous statements. He responded with, “What I specifically
               said was that we were not going to prioritize prosecutions of persons who are using
               medical marijuana. I never made a commitment that somehow we were going to give carte blanche to large-scale producers and operations of marijuana—and the reason is, because it’s
               against federal law. I can’t nullify congressional law. I can’t ask the Justice Department
               to say, ‘ignore completely a federal law that’s on the books.’ What I can say is,
               use your prosecutorial discretion and properly prioritize your resources to go after
               things that are really doing folks damage. As a consequence, there haven’t been prosecutions
               of users of marijuana for medical purposes.”
            

            
            In the 2012 general election, Washington and Colorado became the first states to liberalize their marijuana laws
               further. Citizen initiatives were put on the ballot in both states, and voters approved
               the legalization of marijuana for recreational use. Following the passage of the initiatives,
               individuals no longer need medical reasons to obtain the drug. Again, these new laws
               would appear to be in direct violation of federal law. Colorado started to sell recreational
               marijuana on 1 January 2014, and Washington began in June 2014. Both states implemented
               heavy taxes on the product, reaching close to 50 percent of the retail price. Since both states
               have started selling recreational marijuana, each has seen a dramatic increase in
               state revenue due to the taxes being collected. From January to October 2016, Colorado
               collected more than $150 million dollars in taxes from legal marijuana sales. This
               large increase in state-generated revenue led four other states (California, Maine,
               Massachusetts, and Nevada) to pass ballot initiatives in the 2016 election to legalize marijuana.
            

            
            Over President Obama’s last term, there has been a substantial movement among states
               to legalize marijuana, for both medical and recreational use. Although, the election
               of Donald Trump has caused some concerns about the progress of legalizing marijuana, states have
               continued to move forward with allowing recreational use.
            

         

         
         	MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL

         
         	
            A granite statue, located in West Potomac Park in Washington, D.C., memorializing
               the leader of the civil rights movement, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The memorial consists
               of three large stones and is based on a line from King’s “I Have a Dream” speech:
               “Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” Upon entering the memorial, visitors
               pass through two pieces of granite, which represent the “mountain of despair,” and
               then come to the Stone of Hope, in which a figure of King is carved. The memorial
               received congressional approval in 1996, with fund-raising taking place over the next
               two decades. Finally, the memorial opened to the public on 22 August 2011 during Barack
               Obama’s first term in office.
            

            
               The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, located on the National Mall. Photo taken by
                     Rebecca Pomante.
                  

               

            

             Leading up to and following the opening of the memorial, there was significant controversy.
               In 2007, it was announced that Lei Yixin, a sculptor from China, would be creating the carving of King in the Stone of Hope. Many Americans were
               upset that a foreign artist was awarded the project. Although the president of the
               memorial foundation noted that selection was done solely on artistic ability, the
               foundation eventually gave in to the pressure and released a written promise in September
               2010 that the memorial would use local stonemasons to assemble the pieces on location.
               However, when the on-sight construction of the memorial began the following month,
               only Chinese laborers were being used.
            

            
             In addition to the construction indignation, on 25 August 2011, the Washington Post reported that the supposed quote on the Stone of Hope was not actually a quote but
               rather a paraphrase of a quote. The inscription on the Stone of Hope reads, “I was
               a drum major for justice, peace and righteousness.” However, the actual words in King’s
               speech were “If you want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a drum major
               for justice. Say that I was a drum major for peace. I was a drum major for righteousness.
               And all of the other shallow things will not matter.” With the paraphrase being reviled,
               many in the public, including poet and author Maya Angelou, called for the inscription
               to be changed because “the quote makes Dr. Martin Luther King look like an arrogant
               twit. . . . It makes him seem less than the humanitarian he was. . . . It makes him
               seem an egotist.”
            

            
             With continued criticism of the paraphrase quote, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar ordered the quote to be corrected on 13 January 2012. However, upon further investigation
               the full quote could not be fit on the Stone of Hope, and it was therefore determined
               that the phrase would be removed and nothing would be put in its place. In August
               2013, two years after the memorial was opened, the sculptor removed the inscription
               from the statue.
            

         

         
         	MASS SHOOTINGS

         
         	
            A term referencing an attack from an individual, using firearms, to injure or kill
               a group of more than four individuals. Throughout Obama’s two terms, mass shootings
               routinely garnered media attention, typically because of their relative frequency.
               Following the shooting at Pulse, an Orlando, Florida, nightclub, in June 2016, President Obama had addressed the nation a total of 14 times in an
               effort to reduce the violence.
            

            
            Four public mass shootings gained significant attention during Obama’s first presidential
               term. The first took place in Tucson, Arizona, on 8 January 2011 at a public meeting between Representative Gabby Giffords (D-Arizona) and her constituents. The second took place in Aurora, Colorado, in a movie theater on 20 July 2012 during a screening of a new Batman movie. The
               third took place in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, at a Sikh temple on 5 August 2012. The last mass shooting took place in Newtown, Connecticut, at Sandy Hook Elementary School on 16 December 2012. After the elementary school
               mass shooting, President Obama put together a task force led by Vice President Joe Biden to examine possible new gun control measures and mental health treatment options as a means of addressing these atrocities
               and preventing their reoccurrence. There were also two mass shootings at U.S. military
               facilities during Obama’s term of office, one at Fort Hood in Texas and the more recent one at a U.S. Navy facility in the nation’s capital
               on 16 September 2013.
            

            
            Three different mass shootings received significant attention during Obama’s last
               two years in office. In June 2015, a young white supremacist carried out a massacre
               at an African American church in Charleston, South Carolina. Seven months later, a husband and wife, who had been radicalized
               by Muslim extremists such as ISIL, shot up a holiday work party in San Bernardino, California. Then there was the mass shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida,
               which specifically targeted members of the LGBT community. Following the shooting at the Orlando nightclub, then presidential candidate
               Donald Trump called for a ban on Muslims entering the United States in an effort to prevent mass
               shootings and terrorist attacks. Despite what the newly elected president says, the
               vast majority of mass shootings are not carried out by Muslims but rather by white
               male extremists. Since Trump’s inauguration, mass shootings have continued at the
               same or a greater rate than they did while Obama was in office, albeit with less attention
               being paid to them by the White House or the media. See also EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
            

         

         
         	MATTHEW SHEPARD AND JAMES BYRD JR. HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT

         
         	MATTHEW SHEPARD AND JAMES BYRD JR. ACT

         
         	
            This bill, signed into law by President Barack Obama on 28 October 2009, was the first
               of its kind to protect lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals from hate
               crimes. The bill expands the 1969 U.S. federal hate crime law by including crimes
               that have been motivated by a victim’s sexual orientation, gender identity, perceived
               gender, or disability. The bill was named after Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr.,
               who both were targets of violence in 1998. Shepard was robbed, beaten, tortured, and
               then tied to a fence and left to die in rural Laramie, Wyoming, on 7 October 1998.
               Byrd was targeted by three white supremacists in Jasper, Texas, on 7 June 1998 where
               they beat him, chained him to the back of a pickup truck, and then dragged him behind
               the vehicle. After driving several miles, Byrd was dismembered and decapitated. The
               men then left his body in front of an African American cemetery in the community.
            

            
            The original hate crime law extended to crimes committed based on race, color, religion,
               or national origin, but only when the victim was participating in an activity that
               is protected by federal law. This extension added the new categories but also eliminated
               the provision that the victim must be engaged in a federally protected act. In the
               first four years, from 2009 to the end of 2013, 44 individuals were charged with federal
               hate crimes under the new law’s provisions. Although the new law has been used to
               convict more individuals of hate crimes, the portion of the law that extends coverage
               to LGBT individuals was not used to charge an individual until December 2016. See also DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT (DOMA); DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL; GAY MARRIAGE; PROPOSITION 8.
            

         

         
         	MCCAIN, JOHN (29 AUGUST 1936–)

         
         	
            Born in the Panama Canal Zone and raised in different parts of the world because of
               his father’s service as a naval officer, John McCain was President Barack Obama’s
               Republican Party opponent in the 2008 presidential election. McCain, as a young man, followed in the footsteps of his father and grandfather
               by enlisting in the U.S. Navy. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis,
               Maryland, in 1958 and completed aviator training at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola,
               Florida.
            

            
               Senator John McCain at a town hall meeting on 4 June 2010 in Mesa, Arizona.

               

            

            While stationed on the aircraft carrier the USS Forrestal in October 1967, McCain was on a bombing mission and was shot down over North Vietnam.
               He became a prisoner of war (POW) for five years and as a POW was subject to two years
               of solitary confinement and many episodes of torture when his captors repeatedly broke his limbs. The torture left McCain permanently
               handicapped in both arms. At one point during his confinement, the North Vietnamese
               granted him an opportunity to leave, but he refused. He did not want to leave other
               American POWs behind. In March 1973, he was eventually released and returned to the
               United States.
            

            
            After his return to the United States, McCain underwent grueling physical therapy
               and rehabilitation to recover from the torture he endured while in Vietnam. Making
               the most of his rehabilitation, McCain eventually became a commander of a flight training
               squadron in Florida. Following several years of leading the flight squadron, he made
               his first entry into politics when he agreed to serve as the navy’s liaison to the
               U.S. Senate in 1977. McCain retired from the navy in 1981 as a decorated soldier with
               numerous commendations, including the Bronze Star, the Silver Star, a Distinguished
               Flying Cross, a Legion of Merit, and a Purple Heart.
            

            
            In 1980, McCain married his second wife, Cindy Lou Hensley, only a month after divorcing
               his first wife. He moved to Phoenix, Arizona, where the Hensley family lived. While
               in Arizona, McCain worked for his new father-in-law’s beer distribution company. In
               this capacity he was introduced to numerous prominent business leaders in the Phoenix
               area who eventually coaxed McCain into running for a U.S. House seat. In 1982, he
               ran as a Republican and won the 1st congressional district seat from Arizona and quickly
               established a strong conservative voting record in the House of Representatives. He
               easily won reelection in 1984.
            

            
            In 1986, McCain made the decision to run for the open U.S. Senate seat from Arizona
               that was being vacated by Barry Goldwater. He won this election and has won reelection
               to the Senate in 1992, 1998, 2004, 2010, and 2016. Along the way he has experienced
               two failed attempts to capture the White House. The first occurred in 2000 when he
               lost in the Republican Party primary, and the second occurred in 2008 when he lost
               in the general election to Barack Obama.
            

            
            In the 2000 presidential election cycle, McCain ran against Texas governor George W. Bush for the Republican nomination. His campaign presented him as a “maverick” in an attempt
               to appeal to independent and swing voters within the Republican Party primary electorate.
               McCain, however, failed to get enough support from the majority more conservative
               base of the party to win the party’s nomination. George W. Bush ultimately won the
               presidential election in 2000, and McCain returned to the Senate and embraced his
               identity as a maverick, or someone not necessarily beholden to party leaders or their
               vote preferences.
            

            
            Among his bipartisan legislative efforts, McCain with Russell Feingold (D-Wisconsin)
               cosponsored campaign finance reform legislation that was ultimately signed into law.
               McCain also was at odds with the Bush administration over war strategies. Due to his
               treatment as a POW, McCain adamantly opposed the use of torture and waterboarding
               on suspected terrorists captured in Iraq and Afghanistan. In an effort to stop the torture of individuals held captive by the United States,
               he sponsored the Detainee Treatment Act, which was passed in December 2005.
            

            
             In April 2007, John McCain once again announced his intent to run for the Republican
               Party nomination for president. With strong wins on Super Tuesday, the spring day
               when many Southern states held their primary elections in 2008, McCain secured enough
               delegates to the Republican Party national convention to beat former New York City
               mayor Rudy Giuliani, Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee, and Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney for the party’s nomination. After the primary win, he went on to challenge Democratic Party candidate Barack Obama in the November general election.
            

            
             If McCain had been able to secure a win in the November 2008 election, at 72 years
               of age he would have become the oldest individual to take the presidential oath of
               office. In part to combat public concerns about his age and his health, he chose the
               young Alaskan governor Sarah Palin as his vice-presidential running mate. Although Palin was able to energize some of
               the base of the Republican Party, many of the party faithful remained skeptical of
               McCain’s policy positions because of his willingness to cross the aisle and work on
               a bipartisan basis with Democratic colleagues in the Senate. McCain, in an effort
               to disconnect his candidacy from the Bush administration, which had grown increasingly
               unpopular, asked President Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney to not campaign for him.
            

            
            While Republican George W. Bush was serving as president, the economy fell into the Great Recession in 2007–08. The U.S. stock market tumbled in 2008, and there was a subprime mortgage crisis that caused large financial
               institutions to go insolvent. Economic woes combined with two unpopular wars in Iraq
               and Afghanistan meant the Republican Party was not in a position to hold the White
               House in 2008. In the end, McCain garnered 45.9 percent of the popular vote, which
               secured him only 173 Electoral College votes. Barack Obama won a comfortable majority of the Electoral College (365 of 538)
               while winning 52.8 percent of the popular vote. Strategically, McCain’s loss can be
               attributed to his inability to win states such as North Carolina and Indiana, which
               in contemporary election cycles had been easily won by the Republican Party candidate.
               After delivering his concession speech on the night of the general election, 4 November
               2008, McCain returned once again to the Senate.
            

            
            Interestingly, with his return to the Senate, McCain rapidly became more partisan
               in his rhetoric and voting behavior. For instance, he voted for the $700 billion economic
               rescue plan proffered during the last year of the Bush administration but voted against
               similar legislation put forth by President Obama in 2009. He also voted against the
               confirmation of President Obama’s Supreme Court justice nominee Sonia Sotomayor. During Obama’s first term in office, McCain harshly criticized the president on
               many issues including the Afghanistan War, the Afghan surge, proposed health-care reform, the repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy regarding gays in the military, and the 2011 U.S. military intervention in
               Libya. Throughout President Obama’s first term, McCain had become a major spokesperson
               for the Republican Party opposition, consistently expressing discontent with the president’s
               policy positions and actions.
            

            
            McCain began to show some willingness to be bipartisan at the beginning of Obama’s
               second term. In 2013, McCain was a member of the “Gang of Eight,” which attempted
               to bring about immigration reform. Although the measure passed the Senate, it failed to gain any traction in the House.
               Also during this time, he led a group of senators who agreed to stop filibustering
               all of Obama’s executive nominations in an effort to prevent the Democrats from invoking
               the nuclear option. McCain was also skeptical about the Republican strategy of implementing a government shutdown in an effort to defund Obamacare. However, in 2014 he once again became more critical of the Obama administration
               when Iraq lost significant ground to ISIL. He also called for additional action by the United States when Russia invaded Ukraine, and he was also staunchly opposed to Obama’s decision to resume
               normal relations with Cuba.
            

            
            During the 2016 Republican primary elections, McCain turned his criticism away from
               Obama and toward then-candidate Donald Trump. Throughout the primary, McCain and other Republican leaders criticized the behavior
               of candidate Trump. With so much criticism coming from the Republican Party, members
               such as McCain were forced to state whether or not they would support the Republican
               candidate. Although McCain pledged to support the Republican nominee, he expressed
               concern about Trump’s ability to act as president because of his “uninformed and indeed
               dangerous statements on national security issues.” Relations between McCain and Trump
               continued to deteriorate when Trump said that “he [McCain] is a war hero because he
               was captured. I like people who weren’t captured.” Following the election and inauguration
               of Donald Trump, John McCain has continued to issue public statements condemning the
               behavior and statements made by the new president.
            

         

         
         	MCCARTHY, GINA (1954–)

         
         	
            The second administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during Barack Obama’s tenure in office. McCarthy was born and raised in Boston,
               Massachusetts. She attended the University of Massachusetts–Boston, earning a B.A.
               degree in social anthropology in 1976 and then a master’s in environmental health
               engineering planning and policy in 1981 from Tufts University. Beginning in 1999,
               she started working as a civil servant in the Massachusetts Environmental Affairs
               office and then moved on to other environmentally focused departments in Connecticut
               and Massachusetts.
            

            
             On 4 March 2013, President Obama nominated McCarthy to succeed Lisa Jackson as head of the EPA. Senate hearings began on 11 April 2013. However, Republican senators
               filibustered, and the confirmation process lasted 136 days, setting a record for an
               executive branch confirmation. This particular confirmation battle is one of the reasons
               why the Democrats eventually implemented the nuclear option, which removed the right to filibuster many presidential nominations. McCarthy took
               office on 18 July 2013 and became the face for Obama’s climate change initiatives. The concern Republicans had about McCarthy was about her position regarding
               the Keystone Pipeline. The opposition feared that her environmentalist positions would be pushed upon the
               president and prevent the expansion of the pipeline.
            

            
             In 2014, the EPA came under heavy fire regarding its inability to act to prevent
               the Flint, Michigan, water crisis. McCarthy testified before the House Committee on Oversight and Government
               Reform with Governor Rick Snyder on 17 March 2016. Although the governor apologized
               for the mistakes, McCarthy insisted that the EPA had not done anything wrong and that
               there was nothing her agency could have done to prevent the state of Michigan from
               creating this problem. However, in October 2016, the EPA’s inspector general stated
               that the EPA was guilty of failing to issue a timely emergency order regarding Flint,
               Michigan. McCarthy finished her time as EPA administrator, stepping down when Obama
               left office. After leaving the EPA, she took a position as senior leadership fellow
               at Harvard’s T. H. Chan School of Public Health.
            

         

         
         	MCCONNELL, ADDISON MITCHELL “MITCH” (20 FEBRUARY 1942–)

         
         	
            One of President Barack Obama’s chief adversaries in the U.S. Senate, Mitch McConnell
               (R-Kentucky) was born in Tuscumbia, Alabama, but raised in Louisville, Kentucky. He
               received an undergraduate degree from the University of Louisville in 1964 and then
               went on to receive a J.D. from the University of Kentucky Law School in 1967. As a
               college student, both as an undergraduate and in law school, he held various student
               government positions. He gained significant and important legislative experience when
               he worked as an assistant to U.S. senator Marlow Cook (R-Kentucky) from 1968 to 1970.
               He held other political offices in Kentucky, particularly in the Louisville area,
               before his own election to the U.S. Senate in 1984.
            

            
            In his successful 1984 campaign, McConnell unseated the two-term Democratic Party incumbent “Dee” Huddleston by a margin of less than 0.3 percent. Since his initial
               victory he has been reelected to the Senate in 1990, 1996, 2002, 2008, and 2014. McConnell
               was elected the Republican Party Senate whip at the beginning of the 108th Congress (2003–05) and held that important
               leadership position until he was voted Republican Party minority leader at the beginning
               of the 110th Congress (2007–09). When Republicans took majority control of the upper
               chamber following the 2014 midterm elections, McConnell was chosen by his party to be the majority leader.
            

            
            Almost two years into Obama’s first term, on 23 October 2010, McConnell in an interview
               with the National Journal proclaimed that “the single most important thing we [Republicans] want to achieve
               is for President Obama to be a one-term president.” This statement has been used by
               many as an explanation for why Republicans were unwilling to compromise with the president
               on any policy positions that he put forward in the 112th Congress (2011–12). This unwillingness or inability on the part of Republicans to cooperate
               or concede anything legislatively led to a series of near fiscal crises throughout
               2012. These budget and fiscal battles led to the adoption of new vernacular such as
               the fiscal cliff, an analogy used to represent what would happen to the U.S. economy if party opponents could not strike a compromise. The wrangling caused President
               Obama to meet with McConnell on several occasions to discuss legislative options,
               but it was not until the president had won reelection and secured a second term in
               office that a compromise was brokered to avoid economic collapse.
            

            
            As Senate majority leader, McConnell is the most powerful senator with the right of
               first recognition. He assumed the post on 3 January 2015 when the 114th Congress began. The power wielded by the Senate majority leader was on full display following
               the death of Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia on 13 February 2016. Within several hours of Justice Scalia’s death, McConnell announced
               that President Obama would not be granted the ability to fill the vacant court seat.
               His statement was bold and stood as a historic rebuke of the president’s ability to
               nominate and fill judicial vacancies. Although President Obama went ahead and nominated
               Merrick Garland for the vacant seat, McConnell kept his promise, and no confirmation hearing or vote
               was ever taken on Garland’s nomination.
            

            
            In the past, McConnell has claimed that he is not a scientist and has expressed skepticism
               regarding climate change, noting that he is only concerned with helping the economy of Kentucky. Following
               the election and inauguration of Donald Trump, McConnell was one of 22 senators who signed and sent a letter on 25 May 2017 requesting
               that the new president withdraw from the Paris Agreement intended to prevent global warming. See also DEBT CEILING CRISES; 111TH CONGRESS; 113TH CONGRESS.
            

         

         
         	MCCUTCHEON V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION (FEC)
         

         
         	
            A landmark Supreme Court case in 2013 that challenged the campaign contribution limits an individual can make
               to a national party or to federal candidate committees. In 1971 the Federal Election
               Campaign Act was passed and then amended in 1974 following the Watergate Scandal,
               imposing aggregate limits on direct campaign contributions by an individual citizen.
               The McCutcheon v. FEC case is similar to the Citizens United Supreme Court case, in that both sought to remove spending caps on financial contributions
               for elections; however, Citizens United focused on contributions by organizations, whereas McCutcheon focused on individuals.
            

            
             During the time leading up to the 2012 election, businessman Shaun McCutcheon donated
               the maximum amount to federal candidates and noncandidates, but he desired to contribute
               more. However, he was prohibited from making additional contributions by the Federal
               Election Campaign Act. Therefore, on 22 June 2012, McCutcheon filed a complaint against
               the FEC in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. On 28 September 2012,
               the three-judge court granted the FEC’s motion to dismiss the case, upholding the
               aggregate limits set forth in the Federal Election Campaign Act. McCutcheon filed
               an appeal to the Supreme Court on 9 October 2012, with a writ of certiorari being
               granted on 19 February 2013.
            

            
             Oral arguments were heard on 8 October 2013, and much of the debate was centered
               on the issue of free speech. The position of the Barack Obama administration was presented
               by Solicitor General Donald Verrilli. The Obama administration lost on a 5–4 vote, and on 2 April 2014, the Supreme Court
               released its opinion. Chief Justice John Roberts wrote the majority opinion and was joined by Scalia, Kennedy, and Alito. There was a concurring opinion penned by Thomas. The ruling of the Court overturned the limits on aggregate federal campaign contributions,
               stating that “limiting the amount of money a person may give to a candidate does impose
               a direct restraint on his political communication.” Although the ruling lifted the
               restrictions on the amount an individual can contribute to a national party or to
               a federal candidate’s election committee, it did leave in place the cap of $2,700
               an individual can give a candidate directly.
            

         

         
         	MCDONALD, ROBERT “BOB” A. (20 JUNE 1953–)

         
         	
            The secretary of veterans affairs during the second term of the Barack Obama administration.
               McDonald replaced Eric Shinseki in this role. McDonald was born in Gary, Indiana, but grew up in Chicago, Illinois. In 1975 he graduated from West Point with a B.A. in engineering and then went on
               to earn an M.B.A. from the University of Utah while he was serving as a captain in
               the U.S. Army. McDonald served in the army from 1975 to 1980. Following his time in
               the military, he joined Procter & Gamble, working his way up to eventually serve as
               the CEO, president, and chairman of the board from 2009 to 2013.
            

            
             On 30 May 2014, Eric Shinseki resigned amid allegations that the Veterans Health
               Administration was being incompetently run. Approximately one month later it was reported
               that President Obama would nominate McDonald to replace Shinseki. The president officially
               nominated McDonald on 7 July 2014. On 23 June 2014, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs voted unanimously to move his nomination to the Senate floor for confirmation. The
               Senate confirmed McDonald with a 97–0 vote on 29 July 2014, and he was sworn into
               office the following day.
            

            
             As the secretary of veterans affairs, McDonald was tasked with fixing the problems
               of the department, primarily the wait times veterans were experiencing in order to
               get medical care. While working to fix health care for veterans, he drew harsh criticism
               with several missteps. His first misstep happened in February 2015 when he stated
               on Meet the Press that 60 Veterans Affairs employees had been let go because of their role in the inefficient
               management of the executive department. However, it was later reported that only eight
               employees were fired up to that point for their role in failing to address excessive
               wait times. The second misstep occurred on 23 March 2016, when the secretary stated
               that Disney does not measure wait times at its amusement parks and that VA wait times
               are not an important measure of the quality of care veterans receive. Paul Ryan was quick to criticize on Twitter, saying, “This is not make-believe, Mr. Secretary.
               Veterans have died waiting in those lines.” The following day, McDonald apologized
               for his comparison and corrected his statement, saying that Disney does in fact measure
               wait times for their rides. Despite the minor controversies, McDonald continued to
               serve as secretary until the end of the Obama administration.
            

         

         
         	MCDONALD ET AL. V. CITY OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

         
         	
            President Obama and others who support basic gun control measures were dealt a blow when the U.S. Supreme Court in this case examined whether or not the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
               applied to individual states. The case was brought to court by Otis McDonald, who
               was prohibited from legally owning a handgun in the city of Chicago, Illinois. After working its way through the lower courts, the case was argued on 2 March 2010
               in front of the country’s high court. On 28 June 2010, in a 5–4 decision, the Supreme
               Court held that the Second Amendment had been incorporated by the due process clause
               of the Fourteenth Amendment and therefore applied to the states. The case was then
               remanded to the Seventh Circuit Court, where conflicts between Chicago’s gun laws
               and the Second Amendment would be resolved. This represents only the second time in
               the country’s history that the Supreme Court has found that the Second Amendment protects
               individuals’ right to own guns. Previously, the Court had ruled that a state’s National
               Guard units (or “state militia”) were those who had the right to bear arms.
            

         

         
         	MCDONOUGH, DENIS (2 DECEMBER 1969–)

         
         	
            The White House chief of staff during the second term of the Barack Obama administration.
               McDonough was born and raised in Stillwater, Minnesota. In 1992, he obtained his B.A.
               in history and Spanish from Saint John’s University and later a master’s degree from
               Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. After receiving
               his graduate degree in 1996, McDonough worked as an aide to the House Foreign Affairs
               Committee until 1999. From 1999 to 2004, he worked as Senator Tom Daschle’s senior
               foreign policy adviser. After Daschle lost reelection in 2004, McDonough became the
               legislative director for Senator Ken Salazar. During his initial run for the White House, Senator Obama’s chief foreign policy
               adviser was called to active duty to serve in Iraq. McDonough was then recruited to
               replace the leaving policy adviser and continued to serve in this role throughout
               the presidential election cycle.
            

            
            During Obama’s first term in Office, McDonough served as the National Security Council’s
               (NSC) head of strategic communication, NSC chief of state, and deputy national security
               adviser. Following the killing of Osama bin Laden, photos of the Situation Room were released with McDonough present for the raid.
               On the first day of President Obama’s second term, the president appointed McDonough
               as his chief of staff, to take the place of Jack Lew. In February 2013, McDonough urged Senate Republicans to quickly confirm Chuck Hagel and John O. Brennan to their positions on Obama’s national security team. McDonough continued to serve
               as Obama’s chief of staff until the end of his term in office.
            

         

         
         	MESSINA, JIM (5 DECEMBER 1969–)

         
         	
            Deputy chief of staff in the first years of the Barack Obama administration, Jim Messina
               was born in Denver, Colorado, and raised in Boise, Idaho. He earned a B.A. degree
               in political science from the University of Montana. While attending college, Messina
               worked for the Montana Democratic Party and as press secretary for Frank Morrison when he ran for governor of the state.
               Messina became heavily involved in Montana state politics and successfully managed
               the reelection campaign of Mayor Dan Kemmis of Missoula, Montana. He also worked as
               a chief of staff to Senate Finance Committee chairman Max Baucus (D-Montana).
            

            
            In 2008, Messina left his job with Senator Baucus’s office to work on Barack Obama’s
               presidential election campaign. He quickly became an integral part of the campaign staff, served in a management
               capacity, organized daily staff meetings, and administered the campaign budget. Ultimately,
               every request for campaign spending had to go through Messina. When Obama won the
               presidency, Messina was awarded a position in the White House where he served as Obama’s
               deputy chief of staff.
            

            
            Messina was instrumental to much of the success of Obama’s first term in office. Among
               White House staffers he earned the nickname “the Fixer” for his ability to get stuff
               done or to fix problems that arose as a part of day-to-day operations. One of his
               most significant accomplishments was becoming the White House point-person for Democratic
               legislators during the health-care debate in 2009–10. The debate ultimately produced
               the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, one of the president’s most significant legislative achievements. Messina is noted
               for always remaining upbeat and for being an optimistic member of the Obama White
               House team. He resigned his position on the White House staff in 2011 to work full
               time on President Obama’s reelection campaign, which was also successful. In August
               2013, Messina was hired by the Conservative Party in the United Kingdom as a campaign
               consultant.
            

         

         
         	MIDTERM ELECTIONS

         
         	
            See ELECTION, MIDTERM OF 2010; ELECTION, MIDTERM OF 2014.
            

         

         
         	MILLS, KAREN G. (14 SEPTEMBER 1953–)

         
         	
            President Obama’s chief administrator of the Small Business Administration (SBA),
               Karen Mills was born and raised in Wellesley, Massachusetts. She received an undergraduate
               degree in economics from Harvard University and went on to receive an M.B.A. from
               Harvard Business School. On 19 December 2008, while putting together his administrative
               team, President-Elect Barack Obama nominated Mills as the leader of the SBA.
            

            
            Mills was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on 2 April 2009 and sworn in four days
               later. The SBA has garnered more attention in the Obama administration than in previous
               administrations due to the president’s efforts to make small businesses the cornerstone
               of the economic recovery, which ensued once he took office. In January 2012, during
               Mills’s tenure as the head of the SBA, the president elevated the agency and its leader
               to cabinet-level status. This move increased Mills’s input on economic policy due
               to the agency’s inclusion in cabinet meetings. Mills completed the first presidential
               term but announced on 11 February 2013 that she would be resigning the position, staying
               on the job only until a successor was appointed and confirmed. Today, Mills serves
               on the Harvard Board of Overseers. See also WOMEN.
            

         

         
         	MINIMUM WAGE

         
         	
            The lowest compensation that an employer can legally pay an employee. In the United
               States, the minimum wage is dictated by federal, state, and local laws. The lowest
               minimum wage by federal law is $7.25 per hour. If states have a minimum wage below
               the nationally mandated amount, employers are required to pay the federal rate.
            

            
             The minimum wage became a salient issue during the Barack Obama presidency when fast
               food workers began to organize in an effort to be paid $15 per hour. This movement
               became known as the “Fight for Fifteen.” The workers and many economists argued that the federally mandated wage of $7.25
               is not a “livable wage.” In order to advance their cause, fast food workers went on
               strike on 29 November 2012, 4 April 2013, 29 June 2013, 6 December 2013, 4 September
               2014, 4 December 2014, 15 April 2015, and 10 November 2015. These strikes gained national
               attention and caused progress in several states and cities throughout the United States.
               For example, the state of New York approved a $15-an-hour wage floor to be implemented
               by 2021. Additionally, New York City, Los Angeles, and Pittsburgh increased the minimum
               wages in their cities to $15 an hour, which are expected to be in effect sometime
               in 2018. Although some states and cities have made progress in increasing minimum
               wages, others have fought the movement, arguing that low-skill jobs do not deserve
               a wage of $15.
            

            
             The fight for increasing the minimum wage also made progress at the national level,
               when President Obama signed an executive order on 12 February 2014. The executive order required employers who are federally contracted
               by the national government to pay their workers a minimum wage of $10.10 an hour.
               This increase is the first time the federal government effectively increased the minimum
               wage since 2007. Movements to increase minimum wages have been staunchly fought by
               Republican lawmakers, with many arguing that any increase will put undue burden on business
               owners and will thus negatively affect the economy by decreasing business owners’ ability to invest in their businesses and will increase
               inflation. However, research has shown that when individuals are provided a livable
               wage, crime decreases, and workers become more productive.
            

         

         
         	MONIZ, ERNEST JEFFREY (22 DECEMBER 1944–)

         
         	
            The secretary of energy during President Barack Obama’s second term in office. Moniz
               was born and raised in Fall River, Massachusetts. He received a B.A. in physics from
               Boston College in 1966 and went on to earn a Ph.D. in theoretical physics from Stanford
               University in 1972. After receiving his doctorate, he joined the Physics Department
               at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). He worked at MIT from 1973 to
               1995 when he left to work as the associate director for science in the Office of Science
               and Technology in President Bill Clinton’s administration. Moniz served in that position for two years when he was tapped
               to serve as the undersecretary of the Department of Energy. He continued to serve
               as undersecretary until George W. Bush took office in January 2001. Following his time as undersecretary, Moniz went on
               to serve on the board of directors or as an adviser to several energy companies, including
               the Enriched Uranium Company (UEC) in 2002–04, British Petroleum (BP) 2005–11, and General Electric 2006–13. In 2013, he was nominated by President
               Obama to take the place of Steven Chu as the secretary of energy. Moniz was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on 16 May
               2013. His extended confirmation process contributed to the Democrats implementing the nuclear option in November 2013. He was sworn into office on 21 March 2013. As the secretary of
               energy, Moniz was brought into the Iran Nuclear Agreement talks during the final months to work with Iran’s minister of atomic energy on details
               associated with the implementation of the agreement. Moniz stayed on as secretary
               of energy until the end of the Obama administration.
            

         

         
         	MUELLER, ROBERT (7 AUGUST 1944–)

         
         	
            The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) from September 2001 to September
               2013. As such, he served under both President George W. Bush and President Barack Obama. Mueller was born in New York City and raised in Philadelphia.
               He graduated from Princeton University in 1966 with a B.A. degree and later went on
               to earn a master’s degree in international relations from New York University in 1967.
               After graduating from New York University, Mueller enlisted in the United States Marine
               Corps and was sent to Vietnam in July 1968. During his tour in Vietnam, he was injured
               by enemy gunfire and subsequently received numerous awards for his actions during
               the war. Following his service in the military, he attended the University of Virginia
               School of Law, where he received a J.D. in 1973. Mueller then went to work as a lawyer
               at a San Francisco law firm that specialized in energy and natural resources until
               1976. Next, Mueller went on to serve in the U.S. attorney offices for 12 years, from
               1977 to 1989. From 1989 to 2001, Mueller moved from the U.S. Department of Justice,
               to the head of the department’s criminal division, to the American College of Trial
               Lawyers, to a private law firm specializing in white-collar crime, to the U.S. attorney’s
               office in D.C., eventually ending up as the U.S. attorney for the Northern District
               of California. Then, on 5 July 2001, George W. Bush nominated him to be the director
               of the FBI.
            

            
             Mueller’s confirmation hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee took place
               on 30 July 2001, three days prior to prostate cancer surgery. His confirmation was
               unanimously approved by the Senate on 2 August 2001; however, he served as the acting
               deputy attorney general during his recovery and was sworn in as the FBI director on
               4 September 2001. Three years after 11 September 2001 and the passage of the Patriot Act, Mueller, James Comey, and John Ashcroft all threatened to resign from office if the White House overruled
               the Department of Justice’s finding that domestic wiretapping without a warrant was
               unconstitutional. The White House eventually gave in and made changes to the wiretapping
               program to satisfy the concerns of Mueller, Comey, and Ashcroft. Typically, the position
               of FBI director is a 10-year, nonrenewable term. However, in May 2011, President Obama
               asked Mueller to lead the FBI for an additional two years. The Senate approved the
               request on 27 July 2011, and Mueller stayed in the position until James Comey took
               over on 4 September 2013.
            

            
             After leaving the FBI, Mueller served as a distinguished lecturer at Stanford University
               while also working for a private law firm. In January 2016, he was appointed to be
               the settlement master in the U.S. litigation in the Volkswagen emissions scandal. Approximately four months after Donald Trump took office, Mueller was appointed special counsel to investigate Russian hacking of the 2016 election and to determine if there was any collusion between Russia and the Trump campaign.
            

         

         
         	MULLEN, MICHAEL (4 OCTOBER 1947–)

         
         	
            Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in both the George W. Bush and Barack Obama administrations. Admiral Mullen was born and raised in Los Angeles,
               California. He received an undergraduate degree from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis,
               Maryland, in 1968; a master of science degree in operations research from the Naval
               Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, in 1985; and is a graduate of the Advanced
               Management Program at the Harvard Business School, which he attended in 1991. On 28
               June 2007, Mullen was nominated by President Bush, at the suggestion of Defense Secretary
               Robert Gates, to take the place of General Peter Pace as the chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
               Mullen was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on 3 August 2007 and sworn in on 1 October
               2007. President Obama renominated Defense Secretary Gates after taking over as president,
               and Gates again supported Mullen, suggesting to President Obama that Mullen be renominated
               for a second term as chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Mullen was easily confirmed
               by the Senate and completed his second term on 30 September 2011. He was succeeded
               by General Martin Dempsey and General Joseph Dunford.
            

            
             During his tenure as head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Obama administration,
               Mullen was instrumental in changing the military’s policy regarding men and women openly serving as either gay or lesbian. His support of President Obama’s effort
               to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” was arguably crucial to passage of the new law. Admiral Mullen was also instrumental
               in the Obama administration’s strategizing as the Central Intelligence Agency and
               the military hunted for fugitive terrorist Osama bin   Laden. For instance, Mullen was in the war room with President Obama on 1 May 2011 when
               Navy SEALs successfully shot and killed bin Laden, the self-professed leader of those
               who orchestrated the attacks on the U.S. homeland on 11 September 2001. See also OPERATION NEPTUNE SPEAR.
            

         

         
         	MUSLIM

         
         	
            The term is used to recognize an individual who practices the Islamic faith. The religion
               of Islam is based on writings in the Qur’an, which are considered to come from Allah
               (God), as revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. Approximately 23 percent of the world’s
               population is Muslim, with more than 60 percent of all Muslims located in Asia and
               20 percent in the Middle East and North Africa. There are two primary Muslim sects,
               Sunni and Shia. The Sunni denomination is easily the largest group, accounting for
               over 85 percent of the total population. Radical Muslims such as Osama bin   Laden and Ilyas Kashmiri have interpreted the Qur’an in a manner to justify war with the United States, which
               has resulted in attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City on 11 September
               2001 and the attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, on 11 September 2012. During President Obama’s two terms in office, radical Muslim
               groups, such as ISIL, grew and then shrunk in influence in the countries of Syria and Iraq.
            

            
            Barack Obama’s biological father, other members of his father’s extended family, and
               his stepfather have all considered themselves Muslim. Since running for public office,
               Obama has been labeled a radical Muslim by e-mail rumors, conspiracy theorists, and
               other racist groups looking to compromise his support among American voters. Many
               of these erroneous statements use Barack Obama’s middle name (Hussein), his biological
               father’s faith, his stepfather’s practice of the religion, or his education for two
               years in a Muslim school in Jakarta, Indonesia, as justification for their allegations.
               Missing from these accounts is any recognition that neither the president’s biological
               father nor stepfather played much of a role in his upbringing, that his biological
               father was not a practicing Muslim, that his stepfather has always moderate in his
               political/religious views, and that after his two-years in a Muslim school he transferred
               to a Catholic school for an additional two years. President Obama, for his part, was
               baptized a Christian in 1988 by the Reverend Jeremiah Wright, and his immediate family practices the Christian faith.
            

            
            In 2008, during the presidential election cycle, an e-mail rumor was circulated that candidate Obama took his oath as a U.S.
               senator in 2005 on a Qur’an. During a debate with other Democratic presidential candidates,
               Brian Williams of NBC News asked Obama if he was “trying to hide the fact that [he
               is] a Muslim.” Obama responded that he is a Christian and has only sworn on a Bible
               and that he believes the American people, on average, are smarter than those that
               started the rumor. Although he has done everything he can to respond to the false
               accusations, at the end of his presidency, some Americans still believed that President
               Obama was a Muslim. Knowing that he is unlikely to ever defeat the rumors, President
               Obama continues to make fun of the issue as he did at the 2013 White House Correspondents
               Dinner, stating, “These days, I look in the mirror and I have to admit, I’m not the
               strapping young Muslim socialist I used to be.” See also BIRTHER; IMMIGRATION REFORM; LONG-FORM BIRTH CERTIFICATE.
            

         

         
         	MYANMAR

         
         	
            On 12 November 2012, Barack Obama became the first sitting president of the United
               States to visit Myanmar, the country formerly known as Burma. Myanmar is located in
               Southeast Asia and borders China, Thailand, India, Laos, and Bangladesh. Since a coup d’état in 1962, the country’s
               military has had control of the government. During military rule, the country was
               politically and economically isolated from the rest of the world, in large part due
               to the sanctions imposed by the European Union and the United States for gross human
               rights abuses. In 2011, the military began to relinquish control over the government
               and made a notable step forward with the release of human rights activist and Nobel
               Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi.
            

            
            While only spending several hours in the country, Obama met with newly elected Myanmar
               president Thein Sein and Aung San Suu Kyi. He also spoke at the University of Yangon,
               where he urged Myanmar citizens to continue their “remarkable journey” toward democracy.
               This meeting, President Obama noted, represented a new chapter in the relationship
               between the two countries. On 20 May 2013, Myanmar president Thein Sein became the
               first of that country’s leaders to visit Washington, D.C., in 50 years. During the
               meeting, President Obama praised the country for its progress and its recent political
               and economic reforms. However, he also noted that violence against Muslim communities
               in Myanmar needed to stop.
            

            
            In September 2016, President Obama pledged to lift all remaining sanctions against
               Myanmar, seeking to reward the country’s most recent moves toward democracy. The White
               House issued the announcement during a visit by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s leader,
               whose victory in democratic elections in 2015 was viewed favorably by the Obama administration.
               The president viewed the reforms in Myanmar as a triumph for his strategy of engaging
               with countries that had broken diplomatic relations with the United States. The president
               at the time noted that the United States was prepared to lift sanctions because “it
               was the right thing to do” in order to ensure that the people of Myanmar see rewards
               for embracing democratic reforms. See also FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC.
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         	NAPOLITANO, JANET A. (29 NOVEMBER 1957–)

         
         	
            The first secretary of the Department of Homeland Security in the Barack Obama administration,
               Napolitano was born in New York City but was raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and
               Albuquerque, New Mexico. She received an undergraduate degree in political science
               from Santa Clara University in California, where she became the first female valedictorian.
               She went on to receive a J.D. from the University of Virginia Law School and followed
               law school with a clerk position in the office of Judge Mary Schroeder of the Ninth
               Circuit Court of Appeals.
            

            
            In 1993, Napolitano broke into politics with an appointment by President Bill Clinton to become the U.S. attorney for the District of Arizona. She served in this position
               until she became governor of Arizona in 2003. The following year, she spoke at the
               2004 Democratic National Convention along with Barack Obama. As governor, Napolitano refused to sign a record number
               of bills passed by the Republican Party–dominated state legislature, surpassing the Arizona record of 114 governor vetoes
               in less than four years. Her refusal to engage in politics as usual defined her governing
               style and was popular with Arizona voters. She easily won reelection to the governor’s
               office in 2006 with nearly 66 percent of the statewide vote. Napolitano did not compromise
               her unique governing style in her second term, and by the time she had left the governor’s
               office to become the secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, she had vetoed
               180 bills.
            

            
            Early in the 2008 presidential election campaign, on 11 January, Napolitano endorsed
               Senator Barack Obama as the Democratic Party nominee for president. Being endorsed by a prominent female early in the primary
               season has been considered important to President Obama’s ultimate victory over Hillary Clinton (D-New York) in the party’s nominating contest. Napolitano was once again asked to
               speak at the Democratic National Convention in 2008, where Obama’s nomination was secured. On 1 December 2008, President-Elect Obama
               nominated Napolitano for the position of secretary of the Department of Homeland Security.
               The Senate confirmed her on 20 January 2009, and she took office the following day.
               She became the fourth person to serve as the secretary of the country’s newest executive
               department and the first woman to hold the position. Napolitano continued to serve in the position during President
               Obama’s second term but left the post in August 2013 to become the first female president
               of the University of California system.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION (NASA)

         
         	
            During President Barack Obama’s first term, the government’s space agency scuttled
               the notable space shuttle program that had been ongoing since the late 1970s. NASA,
               with a fleet of five shuttles, Columbia, Challenger, Discovery, Atlantis, and Endeavour, had conducted 135 missions since the program’s onset, many to the International
               Space Station. The last shuttle launch was completed by Atlantis on 8 July 2011. NASA carried on with space research and has continued to send astronauts
               to the International Space Station by purchasing seats from Russia at a cost of $70 million per astronaut.
            

            
               NASA space shuttle preparing for launch.

               

            

            In 2010, in preparation for the end of the shuttle program, President Obama visited
               the John F. Kennedy Space Center in Merritt Island, Florida, and delivered a speech
               to the NASA community, which included noted astronaut Buzz Aldrin. The speech was
               reasonably well received, but the president’s popularity in the state of Florida suffered
               as a result of the end of the shuttle program. Yet, according to the president’s fiscal
               year 2014 budget document, the United States will continue to be the world’s leader
               in space exploration. Some stated goals include sending humans to an asteroid in 2025
               and to the planet Mars in the 2030s. In an effort to meet these goals, the U.S. government
               has tasked private corporations with the development of a new shuttle program. Several
               companies working to develop new manned rockets are California-based Space X, founded
               by Elon Musk, and the French-based company Arianespace.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL DEBT

         
         	
            The national debt continued to grow during the Barack Obama administration. The national
               debt is the total accumulation of annual deficits or surpluses. A deficit occurs when
               the government spends more money annually than it takes in, and a surplus is the opposite.
               The last year the national government ran a surplus was 2001, the year Bill Clinton left the White House. Consequently, the national debt has continued to grow throughout
               the first two decades of the 21st century. In order to cover the deficit, the government
               must borrow money, and it does so through the issuing of government securities or
               bonds. The main holder of U.S. securities and the national debt is the Federal Reserve.
               But after that looms China, and some observers fear that so much debt held by a sometimes adversarial trade
               partner puts the United States in a compromised position diplomatically.
            

            
            The steady increase in the national debt in recent years is related to several factors,
               among them tax cuts, wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the economic recession that ensued at the end of the George W. Bush administration, and subsequent government stimulus programs. With an ever-increasing
               national debt, it becomes necessary periodically to raise the U.S. debt ceiling. The debt ceiling limits the amount of debt the national government can take on.
               If the debt ceiling is not increased, the government will default on the interest
               payments it must make as part of its debt obligations. This has potentially profound
               implications for the value of the U.S. dollar, among other macroeconomic concerns.
               Throughout the Obama administration, the Republican Party opposition has tried to use administration requests to raise the debt ceiling to
               force cuts in government spending and other concessions. The partisan battles, especially
               the ones in 2011 and 2013, led to debt ceiling crises with the potential to significantly
               upset the nation’s economy. Although the annual budget deficit went down in the last years of the Obama administration,
               on Obama’s last day in office, 20 January 2017, the national debt was just under $20
               trillion, or 108 percent of the national gross domestic product. See also BUFFETT RULE; FISCAL CLIFF; 112TH CONGRESS; TEA PARTY.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT BUSINESS V. SEBELIUS

         
         	
            See AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE.
            

         

         
         	NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD V. NOEL CANNING

         
         	
            A 2014 Supreme Court case in which the high court ruled that the president of the United States is unable
               to use the recess appointment power to appoint officials unless the U.S. Senate is
               truly in recess. The case arose because President Barack Obama appointed Sharon Block,
               Richard Griffin, and Terence Flynn to the National Labor Relations Board and Richard
               Cordray as the director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau while the Senate was away but still in pro forma session. Pro forma sessions are
               used by both chambers of Congress to prevent the president from pocket-vetoing bills,
               calling a special session, or making recess appointments. These sessions typically
               indicate that a chamber is adjourned and no formal business will be conducted, but
               it is still in session. President Obama attempted to use the rare presidential maneuver
               to appoint the four candidates because Senate Republicans continually refused to confirm the nominees through the traditional process. See also GRIDLOCK.
            

         

         
         	NET NEUTRALITY

         
         	
            A term used to describe the principle that all Internet service providers and regulating
               agencies should treat all Internet data the same. The issue of equality of data came
               into question when it was discovered that numerous companies were limiting access
               to or greatly reducing data speeds to specific users, websites, and applications.
               Due to these practices, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) implemented net
               neutrality in April 2015. By 12 June 2015, all Internet service providers were required
               to allow users equal access to websites with equal data speed.
            

            
             Although Internet users have overwhelmingly supported the FCC upholding net neutrality
               rules, the U.S. telecom industry has fought against the policy, indicating that this
               action is an overreach of power by the FCC. In June 2016, the telecom industry took
               the FCC to court. In a 2–1 ruling, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
               upheld that the broadband infrastructure is a public utility and the FCC has the ability
               to regulate its use. However, since Donald Trump has taken office, the new Republican-led FCC has been working to repeal the Obama-era regulation.
            

         

         
         	NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT, MASS SHOOTING, 2012

         
         	
            A town located in Fairfield County, Connecticut, and founded in 1705 by English settlers.
               The town’s elementary school, Sandy Hook, became the scene of a mass shooting on 14 December 2012 near the end of Barack Obama’s first term in office. It was the
               fourth public mass shooting during Obama’s first term in office. The event sparked
               an outcry for new gun control measures from some Americans and for background checks for those who buy guns by
               a vast majority of Americans.
            

            
            On the morning of 14 December 2012, a deranged young man shot and killed his mother
               in their home before traveling to Sandy Hook Elementary School. Once at the school,
               he shot his way through a locked door. After the forced entry into the facility, he
               shot and killed 20 first-grade students and six adult women working at the school.
               Among the dead were Dawn Hochsprung (principal), Mary Scherlach (school psychologist),
               Lauren Rousseau (teacher), Victoria Leigh Soto (teacher), Rachel D’Avino (teacher’s
               aide), Anne Marie Murphy (teacher’s aide), Charlotte Bacon, Daniel Barden, Olivia
               Engel, Josephine Gay, Ana M. Marquez-Greene, Dylan Hockley, Madeleine F. Hsu, Catherine
               V. Hubbard, Chase Kowalski, Jesse Lewis, James Mattioli, Grace McDonnell, Emilie Parker,
               Jack Pinto, Noah Pozner, Caroline Previdi, Jessica Rekos, Avielle Richman, Benjamin
               Wheeler, and Allison N. Wyatt. As soon as first responders arrived at the school,
               the assailant committed suicide.
            

            
            At the time, the tragedy was the second-deadliest mass shooting by an individual in
               modern times. A day after the incident, President Obama made a televised address claiming,
               “We’re going to have to come together and take meaningful action to prevent more tragedies
               like this, regardless of politics.” Vice President Joe Biden was appointed by the president to head a gun violence task force to come up with
               new gun control measures. Upon completion of the task force’s investigation, the president
               signed 23 executive orders related to gun violence. Most specifically, the executive orders increased money
               for the enforcement of existing gun laws and provided additional funding for mental
               health programs. None of the executive orders criminalized individual behavior, which
               is the purview of statutory law. Instead, the executive orders established spending
               priorities for monies already appropriated by Congress.
            

            
            Importantly, the task force did develop 12 distinct legislative proposals, and each
               was sponsored by members of the 113th Congress (2013–15). The statutes ranged from a ban on assault weapons to background checks
               for buyers who purchase weapons at private gun shows. None of the measures was able
               to muster sufficient support in the U.S. Senate to even come to a vote. The background
               check proposal drew strong public backing, with some polls indicating over 80 percent
               public support. Pundits have noted the strength of the gun manufacturer lobby as the
               reason for the legislation’s failure.
            

         

         
         	NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

         
         	
            The Norwegian Nobel Committee granted President Barack Obama the Nobel Peace Prize
               on 9 October 2009 for his efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation
               between people of different nations and for his campaign oratory that focused on a
               world without nuclear weapons. The award committee argued that because of President
               Obama, multilateral diplomacy had regained a central position in international relations,
               which allows the United Nations and other international institutions to play a more important role in resolving international
               conflict.
            

            
            In President Obama’s acceptance speech, he stated, “I do not view it as a recognition
               of my own accomplishments, but rather as an affirmation of American leadership on
               behalf of aspirations held by people in all nations.” He then went on to say he did
               not feel he deserved to be included in the same category as other Nobel Peace Prize
               winners, who have inspired him and the rest of the world. He also opined that he hoped
               the prize would provide momentum for a call to action by nations all over the world
               to pursue the dismantling of all nuclear weapons.
            

            
            The president donated the $1.4 million prize that came with the award to 10 different
               charities. Charities receiving the president’s donations were Fisher House ($250,000),
               the Clinton-Bush Haiti Fund ($200,000), and the Posses Foundation, the Hispanic Scholarship
               Fund, the United Negro College Fund, the Appalachian Leadership and Education Foundation,
               AfriCare and the Central Asia Institute, and the American Indian College Fund, who
               all received $125,000. Public reaction to the president receiving the award was mixed
               and mostly partisan. Opponents suggested the validation was premature because he had
               been in office less than nine months and had yet to achieve any significant accomplishments
               in the arena of international relations. Others, from the president’s own political
               party, supported the Nobel Committee decision, as they too were hopeful that Obama’s
               election signaled a new U.S. foreign policy. However, critics from the American left have been noting the hypocrisy of a president
               receiving a peace award and then carrying out unmanned drone attacks against suspected enemy combatants. See  also TORTURE.
            

         

         
         	NORQUIST, GROVER (19 OCTOBER 1956–)

         
         	
            A conservative political strategist and antitax crusader, Grover Norquist worked diligently
               to block any effort on the part of the Barack Obama administration to raise taxes or establish a balanced approach to the nation’s budgetary woes. Norquist was born
               and raised in Weston, Massachusetts, and became interested in politics at a young
               age. He volunteered for the Richard Nixon reelection campaign in 1972 as a teenager.
               Norquist holds a B.A. in economics and an M.B.A. from Harvard University.
            

            
            In 1985, Norquist founded and became the president of a group called Americans for
               Tax Reform (ATR). The primary goal of this interest group is to reduce government
               revenues as a percentage of the gross domestic product through the rejection of any
               and all tax increases. Starting in 1986, Norquist began collecting signed pledges
               from members of Congress and other politicians. The pledge reads, “I, ___, pledge
               to the tax payers of the ( ___ district of the) state of ___ and to the American people
               that I will: ONE, oppose any and all efforts to increase the marginal income tax rate
               for individuals and business; and TWO, oppose any net reduction or elimination of
               deductions and credits, unless matched dollar for dollar by further reducing tax rates.”
               In the 112th Congress (2011–13), a total of 238 representatives and 41 senators had signed the pledge.
               In the House of Representatives, all but six Republican Party  members had signed the pledge, and in the Senate, all but seven Republicans had
               done so. The Republican signers were joined in each chamber by a small number of Democratic Party  members.
            

            
            In 2011, Norquist gained attention during the debt ceiling crisis and then again late in 2012 when Congress was working to prevent the United States
               from falling off a fiscal cliff. In an effort to prevent the fiscal cliff, several members of Congress, most notably
               Senator Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Senator Saxby Chambliss  (R-Georgia), publicly stated they would break their pledge because it was in the
               best interest of America. Norquist responded by saying that ATR would make it known
               in upcoming elections which members of Congress violated their pledge and that his
               group would financially support and encourage primary challengers to Republican incumbents
               who broke their pledge.
            

            
            The power that Norquist thought he had was diminished in the election of 2012. Although Norquist sought to pressure members of Congress through intimidation in
               their reelection campaigns, voters became more critical of the ATR and many began
               to see the organization as an obstacle to a fiscally responsible approach to deficit
               reduction. The total number of members who had signed the ATR pledge dropped in the
               113th Congress, with a loss of two members in the Senate and 20 in the House of Representatives.
               Since this time, Norquist has experienced less visibility and notoriety in budget
               discussions and U.S. political discussions generally. See  also TEA PARTY.
            

         

         
         	NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (NATO)

         
         	
            A collection of states within the geographic location of the North Atlantic Ocean
               who have entered into a military alliance, whereby member states agree to mutual defense
               in response to aggression by a non-NATO party. The North Atlantic Treaty, which created
               NATO, was signed on 4 April 1948 by several Western European nations and the United
               States, largely in response to concern over the aggressive-expansive military and
               diplomatic maneuvering of the Soviet Union. Since the signing in 1949, a total of
               29 members have joined the organization, with the most recent members, Albania, Croatia,
               and Montenegro, joining in 2009. Other member countries are Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
               the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Greece,
               Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
               Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, and the United States.
            

            
            Although NATO headquarters are located in Brussels, Belgium, in 2012 President Barack
               Obama and the United States hosted a meeting of NATO country heads of state and government.
               The meeting. intended to discuss and evaluate alliance activities, was held in Chicago, Illinois, marking the first time a NATO meeting has ever taken place in the United States
               outside of the nation’s capital. At the two-day summit, leaders discussed the Afghanistan War, NATO military capabilities, and how to improve international relations with non-NATO
               countries.
            

            
            On the first day of the summit, 20 May, President Obama gave opening remarks to the
               North Atlantic Council, the principal political decision-making body within NATO.
               He addressed the strength of the alliance through the challenges of the Cold War,
               the ongoing war in Afghanistan, and the alliance’s recent actions to support the overthrow
               of Muammar Gadhafi in Libya. In a second speech the following day, President Obama noted the progress that had
               been made in Afghanistan and set goals for NATO’s future role in the region, including
               the withdrawal of NATO troops from the war-torn country.
            

            
            Although NATO became involved in the Libyan conflict with the support of the United Nations Security Council, the organization has not shown any interest in intervening in the
               ongoing Syrian conflict. However, NATO allies have fortified Turkey’s border with Syria with Patriot
               missiles in an effort to deter any expansion of the conflict into one of the alliance’s
               member nations. In 2014, following the Olympic Games in Russia, that country invaded Ukraine and annexed a portion of the country, Crimea, which
               had a majority ethnic-Russian population. Such action is illegal by international
               standards, and the action renewed the image of Russia as an aggressive state. Russian
               expansion provoked anxiety in the Baltic members of NATO, with some states fearing
               that Russia would invade them and that the United States would not come to their support.
               Although Article 5 of the NATO alliance requires all countries to come to the aid
               of an attacked member, both Lithuania and Estonia implemented policies for their own
               protection. Due to the uncertainty of U.S. support if Russia attacked, Lithuania reinstated
               conscription in 2015, and Estonia began training insurgents.
            

            
            During the election of 2016, NATO became an important issue when Republican Party candidate Donald Trump routinely criticized the institution. Trump’s comments centered on the cost to U.S.
               taxpayers and how other members of the alliance were not contributing proportionally.
               He even suggested that the United States should consider leaving the alliance. Following
               numerous comments by Trump, President Obama routinely met with NATO representatives
               and member states to reassure them of U.S. commitment to the organization. See  also FOREIGN POLICY, EUROPE.
            

         

         
         	NUCLEAR OPTION

         
         	
            During the George W. Bush administration, Republican senators threatened to change Senate rules to allow executive appointments to receive
               a simple up-or-down vote without the option to filibuster the nomination. Under Senate
               rules, a filibuster or delaying tactic can only be stopped by a cloture vote, which
               requires three-fifths of the entire chamber or the support of 60 senators. Senate
               Democrats referred to the threat to change the rules as the “nuclear option” because of the
               manner in which it would “blow up” established Senate legislative practice. The Democrats
               won favor in public opinion polls, framing a change of Senate rules as catastrophic,
               which resonated with many in the voting public.
            

            
            Then, in November 2013, Senate Democrats, who were in the majority, became frustrated
               by Republican senators blocking President Barack Obama’s nominees. And it was the
               Democrats who changed Senate rules, implementing the “nuclear option,” on executive
               branch nominations and federal judicial appointments (except nominations to fill Supreme Court vacancies). The change in Senate rules was successful, and many Obama appointees
               sailed easily through the confirmation process. However, upon the swearing in of Donald Trump as president, Democrats began to regret their actions as Republicans used the same
               tactic to confirm new cabinet members, and Republicans further changed the rules to
               allow a simple up-or-down vote on vacancies on the Supreme Court.
            

         

         
         	NUTRITION LABELS

         
         	
            Early in 2014, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) proposed a change in the nutritional
               labels on packaged food and beverages. The new labels required producers to report
               nutritional information that reflects what people traditionally eat or drink. For
               example, when an individual buys a 20-ounce soft drink, they traditionally drink the
               entire bottle, not stopping at the 8 ounces that the label reports as the serving
               size. The new labels would report the calorie count and nutritional information for
               the entire 20 ounces, not the 8-ounce serving size. These changes are the first changes
               to the nutrition label since the labels were first introduced 20 years earlier. Companies
               with annual food sales greater than $10 million are required to use the new labeling
               by 26 July 2018. Companies with food sales below $10 million will have an additional
               year to comply with the new requirements.
            

            
             The newly designed nutritional facts label was revealed by First Lady Michelle Obama on 20 May 2016. Besides the changes in the serving sizes, other key changes include
               added sugars, updated values of sodium and dietary fiber based upon new dietary guidelines,
               and gram amounts for Vitamin D and potassium. This new policy falls under the First
               Lady’s campaign to encourage Americans to eat healthier. See also LET’S MOVE CAMPAIGN; SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS.
            

            
               Examples of old (left) and new (right) nutrition labels.
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         	OAK CREEK, WISCONSIN, SHOOTING, 2012

         
         	
            On the morning of 5 August 2012, a white supremacist, Michael Page, walked into a
               Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, just outside of Milwaukee, and fatally shot six
               people and wounded four others. President Barack Obama spoke out and offered his condolences
               to the families affected and to the broader Sikh community. In his remarks, the president
               noted the particular irony of religious violence in a country founded on the principle
               of religious freedom. Flags were ordered to be flown at half-staff until 10 August
               to honor the victims. In response to the shooting, the greater Wisconsin community
               and communities around the United States came together to show support for the Sikh
               faith. Candlelight vigils were held in Wisconsin, with the state’s governor, Scott
               Walker, and former vice-presidential candidate Representative Paul Ryan (R-Wisconsin) attending. Later that same month, First Lady Michelle Obama visited the site of the massacre to offer her condolences to the community affected
               by the violence. See  also GUN CONTROL; MASS SHOOTINGS.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMA, BO (9 OCTOBER 2008–)

         
         	
            A dog born to a breeder in Texas, the dog was given as a gift to the First Family
               by Senator Ted Kennedy and his wife. Bo is a Portuguese water hound and has been referred
               to as the “DOTUS” (Dog of the United States) or the “First Dog.”
            

            
            Shortly after winning the presidency in the 2008 election, the Obama family started
               investigating a suitable canine to join them during their stay in the White House.
               Due to Malia Obama’s allergies, a hypoallergenic breed was deemed necessary. The dog’s first day at
               the White House was 14 April 2009. Shortly after his arrival, the White House came
               out with a placard for the First Dog. The card included his picture on the front and
               biographical tidbits on the back. Two “fun facts” about Bo, according to the card,
               are that his goal as First Dog is to make friends with foreign “dognitaries,” and
               although he is a water dog he does not know how to swim.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMA, MALIA (4 JULY 1998–)

         
         	
            Born in Chicago, Illinois, Malia is the older of President Barack Obama’s two daughters. When living in Chicago,
               she attended the private University of Chicago Laboratory School and then transferred
               to the private Sidwell Friends School in Washington, D.C., with her sister, Natasha (Sasha), when the family moved into the White House. When Malia was younger, she
               took part in numerous extracurricular activities including soccer, dance, drama, piano,
               and tennis. Due to her allergies, the family picked a hypoallergenic dog to join them
               in the White House and named him Bo Obama. Malia graduated from Sidwell Friends School in 2016 and began attending Harvard
               University in the fall of 2017. During her gap year, Malia interned at the Weinstein
               Company, a film studio in New York City.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMA, MICHELLE (17 JANUARY 1964–)

         
         	
            Barack Obama’s wife was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. Her parents are Marian and Fraser Robinson. The First Lady obtained an undergraduate
               degree from Princeton University in 1985 and then went on to earn a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1988. Upon receiving her law degree, she went to work as an associate in Chicago
               at the Sidley Austin law firm, eventually mentoring Barack Obama who was a summer intern with the firm while he was finishing his own law degree.
               Michelle and Barack were married at the Trinity United Church by Reverend Jeremiah Wright on 3 October 1992.
            

            
            
               First Lady Michelle Obama speaking at a Let Girls Learn event in Austin, Texas, on
                     16 March 2016.
                  

               

            

            From 1991 to 1995, Michelle Robinson worked in Chicago, at one time working as an
               assistant to the city’s mayor and then heading a nonprofit organization. In 1996,
               she served as the associate dean of student services at the University of Chicago
               and then transferred to the University of Chicago Hospitals in 2002. Throughout the
               political career of her husband, Mrs. Obama has campaigned on his behalf by shaking
               hands, making speeches, and fund-raising. During the campaign for the general election in 2008, Michelle made it a goal to do one overnight campaign trip on behalf of her husband
               each week. The other six nights were focused on spending time with her daughters,
               Malia and Sasha.
            

            
            During the early months as First Lady, without an initiative identified, Mrs. Obama
               visited homeless shelters and soup kitchens. In early 2010, she launched her Let’s Move   Campaign that targeted childhood obesity. And then in April 2011, she and Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden launched Joining Forces, a nonprofit initiative focused on helping military families cope with the stresses
               born of active military duty. In an effort to make progress on her projects and bring
               the issues to the attention of the American people, she made appearances on television talk shows such as The View, Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, and the Late Show with  David Letterman.
            

            
            Throughout her husband’s time in office, Mrs. Obama stayed busy with her campaign
               to help Americans eat healthier. In 2010, she worked with Congress to pass legislation
               to update the National School Lunch Program, putting in place healthier foods in public school cafeterias. Then in 2014 she unveiled
               the Food and Drug Administration’s new nutritional labels. Toward the end of Barack Obama’s tenure, the First Lady took on a new campaign,
               the Let Girls Learn initiative. The new initiative was aimed at increasing educational
               access for girls worldwide. In an effort to promote her new campaign, Mrs. Obama became
               the first First Lady to travel to Cambodia in 2015. Following the election of Donald Trump, Mrs. Obama has become a vocal critic of Trump as he seeks ways to undo much of the
               progress she made in children’s nutrition. During her husband’s time in office, First
               Lady Michelle Obama enjoyed an approval rating from the American public that ranged
               from 61 to 72 percent. See  also WHITE HOUSE VEGETABLE GARDEN.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMA, NATASHA “SASHA” (10 JUNE 2001–)

         
         	
            Born in Chicago, Illinois, Sasha is the younger of President Barack Obama’s two daughters, and she is the youngest
               child to live in the White House since John F. Kennedy Jr. in 1961. When living in
               Chicago, she attended the private University of Chicago Laboratory School and then
               transferred to the private Sidwell Friends School in Washington, D.C., when the family
               moved to the White House. Prior to moving into the White House in 2009, Sasha took
               part in numerous extracurricular activities including gymnastics, tap dancing, piano,
               and tennis. In one poignant moment at the end of the 2012 election campaign, when her father had secured a second term in office, Sasha pulled on the
               president’s jacket to get his attention to turn around and acknowledge the crowd that
               was applauding him from behind the stage. As Sasha got older, she started to travel
               with First Lady Michelle Obama to foreign nations. In June and July 2016, Sasha and her sister Malia traveled to Liberia, Morocco, and Spain as part of her mother’s “Let Girls Learn”
               campaign. Following the trip, Sasha began work at Nancy’s, a seafood restaurant in
               Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, where she cleaned tables and served takeout.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMA, SUNNY

         
         	
            The second dog owned by the Barack Obama family while in the White House. Sunny, a
               female Portuguese Water Dog, is the same breed as her brother, Bo. She was born to a breeder in Lansing, Michigan, on 11 June 2012 and was introduced
               by First Lady Michelle Obama, via Twitter, on 19 August 2013. Unlike her brother,
               she is completely black in color.
            

            
         

         
         	OBAMACARE

         
         	
            The term Obamacare is used by opponents of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to attach a negative connotation to President Barack Obama’s signature health-care
               reform legislation. The term was put in print for the first time in March 2007 by
               a health-care lobbyist in a health industry journal and was first used on the campaign
               trail by Republican   Party presidential primary challenger Mitt Romney in May 2007. During the health-care legislative debate that took place during the
               president’s first term in office, he was not fond of the term and preferred that people
               refer to the proposed legislation by its actual name. However, by the time Obama was
               running for reelection in 2012, he had somewhat embraced the term, using references
               to the term in his campaign messaging. In a speech on 15 August 2011 in Cannon Falls,
               Minnesota, he told the audience, “I have no problem with people saying Obama cares.
               . . . I do care, [and] if the other side wants to be the folks who don’t care? That’s
               fine with me.”
            

            
            Throughout the election of 2016, presidential candidate Donald Trump vowed to repeal and replace Obamacare. Once in office, Trump’s party attempted to
               repeal and replace the health-care legislation in its first 100 days but fell short
               of the needed votes due to a lack of support in the Republican Party. Not surprisingly,
               the new policy that the Republicans came up with to replace Obamacare was dubbed Trumpcare
               by the Democratic Party. See  also AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE.
            

            
         

         
         	OBERGEFELL V. HODGES

         
         	
            A 2015 U.S. Supreme Court case which declared that same-sex couples have the fundamental right to marry under
               the due process and equal protection clauses of the 14th Amendment. Prior to the Supreme
               Court case, 36 states and the District of Columbia had already begun to allow gay marriage. The Obergefell v. Hodges case was used to settle six lower-court cases emanating from Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky,
               and Tennessee.
            

            
            Each of the lower courts ruled in favor of the same-sex couples. Ultimately, each
               state government appealed the ruling, with four of the six cases moving on to the
               U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. On 6 November 2014, the Sixth Circuit,
               in a 2–1 ruling, stated that Ohio’s ban on gay marriage did not violate the U.S. Constitution,
               citing a 1972 Supreme Court case on the same issue. Following the unfavorable ruling,
               the plaintiffs from the original six cases filed for writs of certiorari with the
               Supreme Court.
            

            
            A writ was granted on 16 January 2015, and the Supreme Court consolidated the numerous
               cases into one, Obergefell v. Hodges. Oral arguments took place on 28 April 2015 with the decision being released on 26
               June 2015. In a 5–4 ruling, the court found that states that prevented same-sex couples
               from marrying violated the Constitution. Justice Anthony Kennedy authored the majority opinion of the Court. He was joined by Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan. Each of the other justices wrote their own dissenting opinions. Following the ruling,
               gay marriage became legal in all 50 U.S. states. See also HOMOSEXUALITY; LGBT; UNITED STATES V. WINDSOR.
            

            
         

         
         	OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE

         
         	
            A small private liberal arts college located in Los Angeles, California, Occidental
               was the college first attended by Barack Obama after graduating from high school in
               1979. Founded in 1887, Occidental is one of the oldest liberal arts colleges on the
               West Coast of the United States. It is known as the birthplace of the Upward Bound
               program, an initiative of the U.S. Department of Education that tries to improve the
               odds of postsecondary school academic success for low-income individuals. In 1962,
               Time magazine published an article about the college and its rise to national prominence.
               Since 2006, Occidental has been ranked among the country’s top liberal arts colleges
               and as one of the “best values” in higher education by numerous reviews on a regular
               basis.
            

            
            Although Obama started his college career at Occidental College, after only two years
               he transferred to Columbia University in New York City to complete his bachelor’s degree. By his own admission, Obama spent
               his time at Occidental goofing off, playing basketball, and spending “a lot of time
               having fun.” Of political note, Obama did speak out publicly against apartheid in
               South Africa at a rally held at Occidental while he was a student there, which marks
               the first time he spoke out publicly on a political topic. See  also HARVARD LAW SCHOOL; STUDENT LOANS.
            

            
         

         
         	OCCUPY WALL STREET

         
         	
            A movement that started on 17 September 2011 during Barack Obama’s first term in reaction
               to perceived injustices in the U.S. financial sector. Organizers assembled in Lower
               Manhattan, New York, protesting against banks, stock traders, and general social and
               economic inequality in America. The movement spread across the country, with other
               demonstrations taking place in major cities and state capitals. The goal of the demonstrators
               was always unclear. The protest was defined in a significant manner by a chant that
               was used at demonstrations: “We are the 99 percent,” a reference to the disproportionate
               amount of wealth controlled by 1 percent of the country’s population. Arguably, because
               the purpose of the movement was so vague, the concerted protests fizzled after approximately
               six months.
            

            
            
               A group of Occupy Wall Street demonstrators march to protest Goldman Sachs, an international
                     banking firm, on 12 December 2011 in New York City.
                  

               

            

            Protestors, however, did make some short-term progress. Specifically, the movement
               influenced Bank of America and other banks to decide against charging additional fees
               for using debit cards. The movement also won a couple of smaller victories by raising
               awareness of bank foreclosure practices and promoting changes in policies that gave
               people facing foreclosure additional opportunities to stay in their homes. Commenting
               on the movement and the protestors’ efforts in an interview on 6 October 2011, President
               Obama acknowledged, “I think it expresses the frustrations the American people feel,
               that we had the biggest financial crisis since the Great Depression, huge collateral
               damage all throughout the country . . . and yet you’re still seeing some of the same
               folks who acted irresponsibly trying to fight the efforts to crack down on the abusive
               practices that got us into this in the first place.”
            

            
            In 2012, the “Occupy Movement” transitioned into academia, with universities such
               as Columbia and Roosevelt offering courses that studied the inception and promulgation
               of the movement. Moreover, the movement’s purpose became global, with protests taking
               place in 31 countries in 2012. However, since its peak in notoriety in 2011, the movement
               has never seen the same level of public support or recognition by media outlets, and
               since 2011 there have been no major demonstrations in the United States. See  also GREAT RECESSION; TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF PROGRAM (TARP).
            

            
         

         
         	O’CONNOR, SANDRA D. (26 MARCH 1930–)

         
         	
            On 30 July 2009 President Barack Obama announced that he would present O’Connor, along
               with 15 other individuals, the Presidential Medal of Freedom for their contributions
               to the United States. O’Connor received the award on 12 August 2009. She was born
               in El Paso, Texas, but raised in Arizona. In 1950, she received a B.A. from Stanford
               University in economics and went on to receive a J.D. from Stanford Law School in
               1952. From 1965 to 1969, she served as the assistant attorney general for the state
               of Arizona. She was then appointed by the governor of Arizona to fill a vacancy in
               the state senate. She was reelected twice and became the first woman to ever lead a state senate as the chamber’s majority leader. O’Connor served in
               the state senate until 1974, when she ran for the position of judge in Maricopa County,
               Arizona, and won. Five years later, O’Connor was selected to sit on the Arizona Court
               of Appeals, an intermediate appellate court in the state.
            

            
            In 1981, O’Connor was President Ronald Reagan’s first appointee to the U.S. Supreme Court. A unanimous confirmation by the Senate made O’Connor the first woman to ever sit
               on the high court. Although chosen by a Republican  president, O’Connor was often the deciding vote in support of a more liberal position
               on matters pertaining to civil rights, environmental protection, personal privacy, and voting rights. In Planned Parenthood v. Casey  in 1992, she broke with Chief Justice William Rehnquist and other opponents as part
               of a 5–4 majority in affirming Roe v. Wade, the controversial Supreme Court decision that protects a woman’s right to choose
               an abortion in the first trimester of a pregnancy. O’Connor retired from the Supreme
               Court in 2005 and was replaced by Justice Samuel Alito. Since her retirement, she has served as the chancellor of the College of William
               & Mary and as a member of the board of trustees for the National Constitution Center.
               In 2006, she served on the Iraq Study Group, a 10-member bipartisan assembly charged
               by Congress to investigate U.S. military involvement in Iraq.
            

            
         

         
         	111TH CONGRESS

         
         	
            The 111th Congress was sworn into office on 3 January 2009, 17 days before President
               Barack Obama took the oath of office for the first time on 20 January 2009. Voters
               had chosen members of the 111th Congress in 2008, concurrent with the presidential
               election that year. In the elections, the Democratic Party was able to increase the size of its majorities in both the House of Representatives
               and the Senate. Democrats in the Senate increased their numbers from a bare majority
               of 51 members to 59 members. The Democratic Party size in the Senate included two
               members who called themselves independent but who chose to caucus with the Democratic
               Party. In the House of Representatives, the party majority grew from 235 to 256 members.
               The precise partisan breakdown, however, in both chambers was somewhat fluid throughout
               the two-year Congress because of resignations, subsequent vacancies, and varied reappointment
               schedules in the American states.
            

            
            Nancy Pelosi (D-California) was reelected by the House of Representatives to serve as Speaker
               during the 111th Congress, while Harry Reid (D-Nevada) was reelected as Senate majority leader by Senate Democrats. The Democratic
               Party majorities in Congress meant that President Obama was afforded an opportunity
               to govern from a position of unified party control of the executive and legislative
               branches of government.
            

            
            Both the new president and the 111th Congress were confronted with dire economic conditions
               upon taking office in January 2009, often referred to as the “Great Recession.” In response, the Congress passed, and the president signed into law, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-5) on 17 February 2009. The legislation, sometimes referred to as “the
               stimulus,” provided direct spending for infrastructure, education, health care, energy,
               federal tax incentives, and expansion of unemployment benefits. Economists and pundits
               disagree on the extent to which the legislation facilitated the economic recovery
               that ensued. However, by October 2009, nearly all macroeconomic indicators of the
               economy’s performance had stopped trending downward.
            

            
             Other significant legislation passed by the 111th Congress that had been advocated
               by President Obama included the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-2), which amended the 1964 Civil Rights Act to give women more significant legal redress in the event of workplace wage discrimination. The
               controversial Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (P.L. 111-203) also passed the 111th Congress with the president’s backing. This
               legislation provided increased regulation of the financial services and banking industry.
               Another legislative initiative passed by the 111th Congress was the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111-148). This overhaul of the nation’s health-care system prevents private
               insurance companies from denying coverage to individuals with preexisting medical
               conditions and mandates that citizens beyond a certain income threshold purchase health-care
               insurance, among other considerations. Yet another piece of salient legislation passed
               by the 111th Congress was the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-321). This legislation, backed by the president, was
               passed during the 111th Congress’s lame duck session, or after the 2010 legislative
               elections had occurred. The legislation allows gays, lesbians, and bisexual Americans
               to serve openly in the U.S. military.
            

            
             In all, President Obama navigated the 111th Congress successfully, getting major
               legislative initiatives passed that had failed in previous Congresses. The fact that
               this was the president’s honeymoon, or first Congress, undoubtedly aided his efforts.
               Scholarship routinely uncovers that a president’s honeymoon Congress, on average,
               is more productive. Yet critics will note that much of the salient legislation supported
               by the president and passed by the 111th Congress was considerably watered down by
               the time final passage was obtained.
            

            
         

         
         	112TH CONGRESS

         
         	
            The 112th Congress met from 3 January 2011 until 3 January 2013, ending 17 days before
               the end of Barack Obama’s first term as president and the beginning of his second
               term in office. The Congress was elected in the 2010 midterm elections when the Republican Party captured a majority of the seats in the House of Representatives (a 242–193 margin),
               while the Democratic Party kept control of the Senate by a 53–47 margin. The Democratic Party Senate total includes
               two independent senators who caucus with Democrats. This was the first Congress in
               which the House and Senate were controlled by different parties from the onset since
               the 99th Congress (1985–87) during the Ronald Reagan administration. The House of
               Representatives had the largest number of Republican members since the 80th Congress
               (1947–49).
            

            
            Using standard measures of ideological predisposition, the members of the two major
               political parties in the 112th Congress were polarized at record levels, and public
               approval ratings for this Congress were among the lowest ever recorded. Against the
               backdrop of a quasi-divided government, President Obama was saddled with the task
               of trying to maintain the momentum of a fledgling economic recovery and passing budgets
               that would address the nation’s budget deficits and spiraling debt.
            

            
            The 112th Congress almost certainly will be remembered more for what it failed to
               do than anything that it accomplished during the biennial term. The Congress was gaveled
               into action by newly elected House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio). Obama’s second Congress was not just unproductive in comparison to the
               111th Congress; it was unproductive compared to any Congress since the Harry Truman administration
               based on standard measures of legislative success. At the end, the 112th Congress
               had passed 283 laws, the fewest of any Congress in modern times. Prior to the 112th,
               the least productive Congress was the 104th (1995–97), which also featured a new Republican
               House majority determined to obstruct a Democratic president (Bill Clinton), leading up to the next presidential election.
            

            
            However, raw legislative output can be misleading. For instance, if the 112th Congress’s
               laws were particularly worthwhile, or if its low productivity reflected a period of
               political calm and economic growth, low productivity might be viewed as a positive.
               Also, over the past five Congresses (108th–112th), each Congress passed fewer laws
               than the previous one, indicating a downward trend in legislative activity over the
               past decade. The reality, however, is that the country was faced with perilous economic
               problems and no shortage of compelling domestic concerns such as immigration reform and crumbling transportation infrastructure, which the Congress and the president
               did not successfully address.
            

            
            The 112th Congress found legislating so difficult that lawmakers repeatedly created
               artificial deadlines with potential catastrophic consequences for the economy if they did not act. These were intended to spur action. But time and again, leaders
               of the two chambers would simply pass stopgap measures and push long-term solutions
               down the road as partisan opponents tried gallantly to frame the morass as the opposition’s
               fault. The near shutdown of the national government in early 2011 was followed by
               a near breach of the national debt ceiling in August that same year. Throughout the wrangling, the terms sequester, or automatic across-the-board budget cuts, and fiscal cliff, indicating the results of a continued budget stalemate, became part of a new American
               political lexicon. With each self-imposed deadline intended to prompt responsible
               government, the 112th Congress simply continued to pass on hard decisions while setting
               a new deadline to replace the abandoned one. In this way, the 112th Congress ended
               much the way it began, with fiscal confusion and macroeconomic uncertainty. As a result
               of the gridlock that occurred in the Congress, the job approval rating of Congress
               hovered around 10 percent throughout 2011. In all of this, any other legislative matters
               being put forth by President Obama of a noneconomic nature went largely ignored.
            

            
         

         
         	113TH CONGRESS

         
         	
            The 113th congressional term began on 3 January 2013 and ended 3 January 2015. The
               Congress was elected during the presidential election of 2012. Republicans continued to control the House of Representatives despite losing eight seats to the
               Democrats. The partisan breakdown in the House was 234 Republicans and 201 Democrats. In the
               Senate, the Democrats had a net gain of one seat and remained the majority party with
               55 members to 45 members for the Republican Party. Included in the Democratic Party
               count in the Senate are two independents who caucus with the party. This is the second
               Congress during the Obama administration in which control of the legislative branch
               was divided between the two major political parties. This quasi-divided government
               organizational arrangement then produced the lowest congressional approval ratings
               in history, dipping into single digits in some polls.
            

            
             Legislative productivity in the 113th Congress picked up right where it left off
               in the 112th Congress, which is to say there was little or no activity. Even “must pass” legislation such
               as government appropriation bills saw little or no legislative activity. Yet House
               Republicans, led by Speaker John Boehner, continued to pass bills intended to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), also known as Obamacare. The lower chamber held more than 50 votes to dismantle the president’s signature
               health-care reform legislation. In each instance, when the legislation passed the
               House of Representatives, the Senate, controlled by the Democratic Party, simply refused
               to consider the matter. House Republicans knew there was no chance of the legislation
               becoming law, suggesting that their motives were to please constituents back home
               and not a serious effort to prompt reform of the nation’s health-care system.
            

            
             During the first nine months of the 113th Congress, there were only 46 new laws passed,
               a value much lower than average. Moreover, many of these laws were simple commemorative
               pieces of legislation that either renamed a government facility or provided some citizen
               a special honor. However, on 1 March 2013, when automatic budget cuts took effect,
               known as the sequester, Congress did manage to pass the Reducing Flight Delays Act of 2013, which allowed
               the secretary of the treasury to use creative accounting measures to keep the Federal
               Aviation Administration up and running in order to prevent airport delays. Some observers
               note the hypocrisy of members of Congress, who fly regularly, being able to act quickly
               when the government budget cuts affected their particular lifestyle. In addition,
               after considerable wrangling, the 113th Congress managed to pass legislation to stabilize
               student loan interest rates, and there was a new law to improve job opportunities for veterans
               and extensions of two laws that dealt with violence against women and missing children.
            

            
            During the summer recess of 2013, President Obama announced that he would be seeking
               congressional approval for a military strike on the Syrian government because it had used chemical weapons on its own people. Ironically, this
               issue cut across partisan lines and found members of the president’s own political
               party in Congress voicing considerable opposition. Extremists within the Republican
               Party, allegedly representing a populist sentiment, also opposed the use of force.
               But their disagreement was likely the product of their overall distrust of President
               Obama more than a specific policy goal, as these individual members of Congress generally
               were supportive of military action. Moderates in both political parties tended to
               support the president’s position, but it was not clear they represented a majority
               in either chamber of Congress. The day prior to the vote, with the refusal of congressional
               support likely, Obama rescinded his request for a vote because a diplomatic solution
               was being negotiated by Secretary of State John Kerry with his Russian counterpart that would lead to the dismantling of the Syrian chemical weapons caches.
            

            
             When Congress returned from the summer recess on 9 September 2013, its first efforts
               were focused on the 2014 fiscal budget. In a continuing effort to defund the PPACA,
               Tea Party members of the Republican Party in the House of Representatives insisted on linking
               measures to fund the government to the repeal or defunding of President Obama’s health-care
               reforms. In an effort to negotiate with the Democratic Party–controlled Senate and
               the president, the House leadership expressed a willingness to simply delay health-care
               reform without killing it outright. Senate Democrats continued to refuse to take up
               any measure that included changes to the relatively new health-care policies. This
               led, on 1 October 2013, to a partial government shutdown and the furlough of 800,000 “nonessential” government employees. President Obama repeatedly
               went public with the position that he was not willing to negotiate or compromise with a Congress that was unwilling to do its job
               and pass a budget that could garner majority support in both chambers and be signed
               by the president as specified by the Constitution. With Democrats and the president
               unwilling to negotiate, members of the Tea Party faction within the Republican Party
               began to suggest they would also refuse to increase the debt ceiling, which would mean the government would default on its debt with arguably profound
               consequences for the world economy.
            

            
             A month after the shutdown, Senate Democrats became fed up with the refusal of Senate
               Republicans to act on any issue important to the president in general and on his executive
               branch nominees specifically. Therefore, on 21 November 2013, Senate Democrats instituted
               the “nuclear option,” ending the use of filibuster on all executive branch nominees and most judicial
               nominees, although the filibuster remained a tool for the minority party to obstruct
               Supreme Court nominations and all other forms of legislation. The remainder of the
               Congress was uneventful and unproductive. In the end, the 113th Congress was only
               slightly more productive than the 112th, passing 13 more laws than the previous Congress.
            

            
         

         
         	114TH CONGRESS

         
         	
            The 114th Congress was gaveled into session on 3 January 2015 and ended on 3 January
               2017. This is the last Congress to serve concurrently with President Barack Obama.
               Members of the 114th Congress were elected in the midterm election of 2014. After four years of quasi-divided government, Republicans finally won control of both chambers of Congress. Republicans controlled the House
               of Representatives with a majority of 247 seats and the Senate with a 54-seat majority.
               Legislative productivity continued to be low, following similar patterns in the 112th and 113th Congresses.
            

            
            John Boehner was reelected Speaker of the House on 6 January 2015, but with growing dissension
               within the party, he announced his resignation in September 2015. With substantial
               convincing, Paul Ryan accepted the nomination and was elected to take the Speaker position on 29 October
               2015. In the Senate, former minority leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) became the new majority leader.
            

            
            The 114th Congress produced considerable gridlock, but the obstruction of President Obama’s legislative agenda now extended more completely
               to undermining the president in international relations. After John Kerry carried out 20 months of negotiations with Iran regarding a partial dismantling of their nuclear program, Senator Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas)
               along with 46 other Republican senators sent a letter to political leaders in Iran
               which detailed that any arrangement made by the Obama administration in regard to
               Iran’s nuclear program without the consent of the Senate was merely an executive agreement, and there was the strong possibility that it would be modified after President Obama
               left office.
            

            
               Pope Francis made history during the 114th Congress when he became the first pope to address a
               joint session of the U.S. legislative body. In his speech on 24 September 2015, he
               challenged members of Congress, and the American public, to embrace immigrants and
               join the global campaign against climate change and poverty. Other calls to action included a movement to reduce inequality in the
               world, abolition of the death penalty, and the protection of ethnic and religious
               minorities. Speaker John Boehner, a practicing Catholic, was noticeably moved by the
               pope’s communiqué and resigned the Speaker’s position and his seat in Congress one
               day after the pope’s visit.
            

            
             On 13 February 2016, it was announced that Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia had unexpectedly passed away. A mere hour after the announcement, Senate majority
               leader Mitch McConnell made a statement to the press that the Senate would not confirm
               a replacement on the Supreme Court made by President Obama. His position was prompted
               by a pending presidential election (nearly nine months off). Although Senate Republicans
               stated that they would not consider anyone for the vacancy until a new president was
               sworn in in January 2017, President Obama nominated Merrick Garland to the vacant Supreme Court post. Republicans in the Senate kept their word, and
               no hearing or vote was ever taken on Judge Garland’s acceptability.
            

            
             In the aftermath of a violent rampage at an Orlando nightclub called Pulse in June 2016, the 114th Congress debated gun control legislation. Without the support of House Republicans, Speaker Paul Ryan refused
               to put the topic on the House calendar and allowed the lower chamber to recess for
               the 4 July 2016 holiday. This was met by significant Democratic Party and public opposition. Instead of heading home for the holiday recess, Democrats
               in the House held a 24-hour sit-in protest in an attempt to bring attention to the
               need for gun control. Ultimately no action was ever taken to reform gun laws in the
               114th Congress.
            

            
         

         
         	OPERATION FAST AND FURIOUS

         
         	
            The term refers to a program and subsequent scandal in Barack Obama’s first year in
               office that allowed gun shop owners in Tucson and Phoenix, Arizona, to sell firearms
               to individuals knowing they were connected to Mexican drug cartels. The operation
               was a continuation of a similar program in the George W. Bush administration called Operation Wide Receiver. Specifically, gun shop owners were
               instructed to sell the weapons and provide the names of the buyers and the serial
               numbers of the guns to the ATF. The rationale was that the bureau would be able to
               track the guns and capture individuals in leadership positions within the drug cartels.
               Over 2,000 firearms were sold during the operation with less than half ever being
               recovered. Some of the firearms that were obtained were recovered at crime scenes
               in both Mexico and the United States. In one notable incident, a gun sold as part
               of the operation was found to have been used in the killing of U.S. Border Patrol
               agent Brian Terry.
            

            
            In response to the controversy, Representative Darrell Issa (R-California) and Senator
               Charles Grassley (R-Iowa) initiated a congressional investigation. On 3 May 2011, Attorney General
               Eric Holder testified to the House Judiciary Committee that he was aware of the program for only
               a few weeks. However, later documents surfaced showing that his department was notified
               about the operation as early as July 2010. This new knowledge infuriated some members
               of the investigating committee, and in response the committee requested additional
               documentation from Holder’s office. Holder refused to turn over the requested information
               because President Obama invoked executive privilege on 20 June 2011. This marks the first of two times President Obama used executive
               privilege to withhold classified information for the purpose of national security.
               On 28 June 2012, the U.S. House voted 255–67 to hold Holder in criminal contempt of
               Congress, making Holder the first attorney general to be held in contempt by Congress.
               A subsequent investigation cleared the attorney general of any material culpability.
               See  also GUN CONTROL.
            

            
         

         
         	OPERATION NEPTUNE SPEAR

         
         	
            The name is a reference to the military operation in May 2011 that resulted in the
               death of Osama bin Laden, the fugitive terrorist who admitted to involvement in many attacks against the United
               States. President Barack Obama had worked closely with the Central Intelligence Agency
               (CIA) in an effort to track down bin Laden, who had been living in Abbottabad, Pakistan, for several years before being discovered by the U.S. intelligence community.
            

            
            
               Newspaper headline on 2 May 2011.

               

            

            With some mixed messages coming from intelligence sources, Obama went ahead and approved
               the raid on bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan without first consulting the Pakistani
               government. In response to Pakistani criticism, Obama claimed that the raid in Abbottabad
               was necessary to keep America safe. He also expressed his significant respect for
               the nation of Pakistan but noted that his first priority had to be the safety of the
               American people and the people in allied countries. Obama exclaimed that the finding
               and killing of Osama bin Laden would put an end to his terrorist plots and be a wakeup
               call for al-Qaeda, the organization he purportedly led.
            

            
            The 40-minute raid was done by SEAL Team Six (SEALs) on 2 May 2011. During the raid
               of the bin Laden compound, the fugitive was found in an upstairs bedroom, and a member
               of the raiding party shot and killed him. During the incursion, a top secret stealth
               helicopter crashed outside of the compound, but no SEALs were killed or seriously
               injured in the crash. After the raid was complete, considerable effort was taken to
               correctly identify the dead man, and the body was disposed of in the North Arabian
               Sea. The fugitive terrorist’s supporters were denied a shrine or place to worship
               their fallen leader. President Obama mentioned in an address to the nation that the
               capture and killing of Osama bin Laden had been “the most significant achievement
               to date in our nation’s effort to defeat al-Qaeda.” See  also DRONE; FOREIGN POLICY, MIDDLE EAST; KASHMIRI, ILYAS (10 FEBRUARY 1964–3 JUNE 2011).
            

            
         

         
         	OPIOID ADDICTION EPIDEMIC

         
         	
            The rapid increase in the use and overdose deaths of prescription and nonprescription
               opioids such as morphine, heroin, Percocet, Vicodin, OxyContin, and fentanyl. In 1999,
               approximately 4,000 individuals died from opioid overdoses, but by 2015 the number
               of deaths attributed to opioid use increased to 33,000.
            

            
            
               Prescription bottles of oxycodone, the generic name for a variety of opioid painkillers.

               

            

             The epidemic came to the attention of the government in 2010 and resulted in President
               Barack Obama developing a National Drug Control Strategy, which emphasized the problem
               of opioids. One year later, the White House published another initiative called the
               Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention Plan, outlining how the country should address
               the epidemic. Then, on 19 June 2014, the White House held a summit on the topic, which
               was attended by Attorney General Eric Holder, the country’s chief law enforcement officer, and two panels of experts. During the
               summit, Holder stressed the importance of law enforcement’s role in preventing overdose
               deaths, as they are most commonly the first on the scene. Holder and the administration
               encouraged first responders to carry the overdose-reversal drug naloxone in order
               to reduce the number of opioid-related deaths.
            

            
             Over the next several years, the administration’s strategy transitioned to preventing
               addiction to opioids. Numerous studies were released indicating that the majority
               of individuals who use heroin became addicted to the drug after their doctor prescribed
               them an opioid painkiller. The studies also showed that the use of heroin was not
               tied to the use of marijuana. The shift to heroin most often occurred when a doctor cut a patient off from a prescription.
               These studies caused President Obama to issue a presidential memorandum in October
               2015 requesting that health-care providers receive training on appropriate means to
               prescribe opioids.
            

            
             On 2 February 2016, President Obama released his 2017 fiscal year budget with a proposal
               of $1.1 billion slated to address the treatment of prescription drug and heroin abuse.
               The funding was eventually separated from the budget and placed into the Comprehensive
               Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) of 2016. Despite the $1.1 billion that President
               Obama asked for, the Congress only authorized $181 million in its passage of CARA.
               Obama was disappointed in the commitment of funds but conceded that, “given the scope
               of the crisis, some action is better than none,” and he signed the legislation into
               law on 23 July 2016.
            

            
         

         
         	ORLANDO NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING, 2016

         
         	ORLANDO NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING, 2016

         
         	
            A terrorist attack/hate crime that killed 49 people and wounded 53 others at Pulse,
               a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, on 12 June 2016. The shooter, Omar Mateen, a
               29-year-old Muslim, swore allegiance to ISIL in a 911 call after he had started shooting. Mateen was eventually shot and killed
               by the Orlando Police Department after a three-hour standoff. The shooting was the
               deadliest mass shooting in contemporary times and the deadliest terrorist attack within the United States
               since 11 September 2001. On 4 May 2017, the owner of Pulse nightclub announced that
               the building would be transformed into a memorial and museum, honoring the victims,
               survivors, and first responders. See also GUN CONTROL; LGBT.
            

            
               Makeshift memorial outside the LGBT Pulse nightclub following a mass shooting.
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         	PALIN, SARAH (11 FEBRUARY 1964–)

         
         	
            A vocal critic of nearly everything Barack Obama did while serving as president, Sarah
               Palin was born in Sandpoint, Idaho, but was raised in Wasilla, Alaska. She received
               a degree in journalism in 1987 from the University of Idaho and worked as a television
               broadcaster in Anchorage, Alaska, before pursuing a political career. In 1992, she
               won her first political office on the Wasilla City Council and served in this capacity
               until running for mayor of the town in 1996. She ran as a Republican Party candidate and defeated Democratic Party  incumbent John Stein. She held the position until she reached the two-term limit
               in 2002. Palin then set her sights on statewide office and launched an unsuccessful
               primary election effort to become the Republican nominee for lieutenant governor of
               Alaska. Although she lost the nomination to Frank Murkowski, she campaigned for her
               fellow Republican, who eventually won the general election that year. Arguably, her
               efforts on behalf of the party led to her appointment to the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
               Commission where she served until 2006. That year Palin ran for the Republican nomination
               for governor and this time defeated Murkowski in the primary. She went on to defeat
               a former Democratic governor by more than 6 percent in the statewide race. The win
               made Palin the first female governor of Alaska and the first governor to be born after
               Alaska achieved statehood.
            

            
               Republican vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin speaking at a campaign rally on
                     26 October 2008 at the Asheville, North Carolina, Civic Center.
                  

               

            

            Although she had fewer than two years’ experience in an executive position, Republican
               presidential nominee John McCain announced Palin as his vice-presidential running mate on 29 August 2008. The two
               would face off against Barack Obama and Joe Biden in the 2008 presidential contest. The vice-presidential nomination made Palin the
               first woman ever selected to run for vice president by the Republican Party. She was expected
               to help McCain by balancing out his age and shoring up the conservative base in the
               Republican Party. Initially well received, later actions and gaffs by Palin started
               to raise doubts about her ability to lead the country if something were to happen
               to McCain. In media interviews and the vice presidential debate, Palin’s comments
               highlighted her lack of knowledge of foreign policy and domestic politics. Her off-point comments drew the attention of late-night television talk shows such as the Late Show with  David Letterman and led the McCain campaign to limit Palin’s extemporaneous remarks throughout the
               rest of the campaign. The McCain-Palin ticket went on to lose the general election in November 2008, winning only 173 Electoral College votes.
            

            
            Palin returned to Alaska after the loss to finish her gubernatorial term, which was
               set to expire in 2010. However, in July 2009, she announced that she would not run
               for reelection and resigned her position as governor due to the costs and distractions
               of battling an ethics investigation launched against her, which alleged that she used
               state funds to support family travel and cell phone use. After resigning the governorship,
               Palin became involved in the Tea Party movement to reduce taxes and other conservative political ideals. Along with Representative Michele Bachmann (R-Minnesota), Palin became one of the primary spokespersons or figureheads for the
               Tea Party cause. On 6 February 2010, she spoke at the inaugural National Tea Party
               Convention held in Nashville, Tennessee. In her speech, she stated that America is
               ready for another revolution and criticized Barack Obama for his legislative priorities,
               calling special attention to his policies, which she felt added to the national debt. In mid-2010, Palin launched a movement in which she set out to endorse Republican
               female candidates. During the election cycle for the 2010 midterm elections, she was a major fund-raiser for the party and its candidates.
            

            
            Also in 2010, Palin received a multiyear deal with Fox News as a political commentator, as the network was known to provide harsh criticism of
               the Obama administration. She also began a show on another cable network called Sarah Palin’s Alaska. But by 2011, Palin’s popularity had begun to wane. After one season, her show on
               life in Alaska was canceled, and when Fox News’s editorial policies began to question
               the utility of the Tea Party movement for the promotion of broader conservative causes,
               Palin’s value to the network began to fall. Others have suggested, including Palin
               herself, that she left the network because sexual harassment of female employees was
               commonplace at the network.
            

            
            Palin drew harsh criticism when, in the wake of the Tucson, Arizona, shooting of Representative Gabrielle Giffords (D-Arizona), it was found that her political action committee’s website (“SarahPAC”)
               had a graphic of the crosshairs of a rifle over Giffords’s House district. In response,
               Palin lashed out in a Facebook video accusing her critics of “blood libel,” or the
               false accusation that someone has spurred another to commit violence. The term blood libel originated as a false accusation against members of the Jewish faith who were accused
               of using the blood of Christian and Muslim children to make matzo. The accusation had been used throughout history to justify
               the persecution of Jews. Consequently, Palin’s coarse use of the term linked her to
               anti-Semitic views.
            

            
            In early 2011, Palin launched a bus tour around the United States making speeches
               at locations that are deemed important for someone interested in a presidential election
               bid. The trip and speeches drew considerable speculation that she was going to make
               a run for president. When asked about her ambitions, Palin would respond with comments
               like, “I will only run if I think it’s best for the country” and “I am discussing
               the matter with my family.” Finally, on 5 October 2011, she announced in a letter
               to her supporters that she would not run for the Republican Party presidential nomination
               in 2012. Although Palin’s popularity and public appearances have decreased since 2011,
               she occasionally grabbed media attention with boisterous criticisms of President Obama
               throughout his time in office. Notably, Palin was an early supporter of Donald Trump in the election of 2016. She endorsed Trump in January 2016 when he was running against John Kasich, Ted
               Cruz, Marco Rubio, Ben Carson, Jeb Bush, Jim Gilmore, Chris Christie, Carly Fiorina,
               Rick Santorum, Rand Paul, and Mike Huckabee in Republican primary elections. On 30
               December 2016, Palin called on President-Elect Donald Trump to quit the United States’
               participation in the United Nations in response to the Security Council’s vote for a resolution demanding the halt of
               Israel’s settlement construction in the Gaza Strip.
            

         

         
         	PANETTA, LEON E. (28 JUNE 1938–)

         
         	
            Former director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the second secretary
               of defense in the Barack Obama administration. Panetta was born and raised in Monterey,
               California, and received a B.A. magna cum laude from Santa Clara University in 1960.
               Subsequently, he earned a J.D. from Santa Clara University Law School in 1963. After
               completing his schooling, he joined the U.S. Army and worked in military intelligence,
               receiving the Army Commendation Medal for his efforts. In 1966, he became active in
               politics, first as a legislative assistant to Senator Thomas Kuchel (D-California)
               and then as a special assistant to the secretary of health, education, and welfare.
               He practiced law for a time before launching his own political career in 1976 when
               he ran for and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from California’s
               17th congressional district. He served eight two-year terms in the House and began
               his ninth when he was appointed by President Bill Clinton to become the director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in 1993. Then,
               on 17 July 1994, Panetta was appointed by Clinton to be his chief of staff and served
               in that position until January 1997.
            

            
               Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta addresses the National Press Club on 18 December
                     2012.
                  

               

            

            On 5 January 2009, Panetta was nominated by President-Elect Obama to serve as the
               director of the CIA. His selection by Obama as director divided much of the political
               elite in the nation’s capital, with some criticizing his lack of intelligence experience
               and others supporting the decision because of Panetta’s lack of exposure to an allegedly
               inefficient and corrupt CIA bureaucracy. In mid-February 2009, Panetta was confirmed
               by a voice vote in the Senate and was sworn in on 19 February. During his tenure as
               director, he presided over Operation Neptune Spear, which led to the death of Osama bin   Laden.
            

            
            When Robert Gates announced his intention to retire as secretary of defense, President Obama nominated
               Panetta to fill the position. He was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on 21 June
               2011 and was sworn in on 1 July. In his capacity as secretary of defense, Panetta
               publicly warned Congress about the folly of decreasing defense spending as a means
               to prevent a debt ceiling crisis. He suggested that any further cuts would hamper the Pentagon’s efforts to deal with
               threats from countries such as China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, and Iran. One of his other first tasks as secretary of defense was to work on the repeal of
               the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy, which would allow gay soldiers to acknowledge openly their sexual orientation.
               After the successful repeal, Panetta continued to work on behalf of other discriminated
               groups in the military, mainly women. In early 2013, he announced that women would soon be able to take positions in all
               military jobs, including combat positions. Each branch was to assess all jobs and
               units in which women were not currently integrated and were expected to produce a
               timetable for their integration. Panetta officially stepped down from his post as
               the secretary of defense on 26 February 2013. Upon his retirement, he has served as
               the chairman of the Panetta Institute for Public Policy, an institution dedicated
               to motivating and preparing people to work as public servants. The institute is located
               at California State University–Monterey Bay. See  also SEQUESTER.
            

         

         
         	PARDON

         
         	
            The act of absolving a crime. The pardoning power is commonly granted to chief executives,
               such as the president or governors. In the United States, presidents have the power
               to pardon individuals who have committed federal crimes, whereas, governors have the
               ability to pardon individuals who have committed state crimes. A pardon is different
               than a commutation, in that a commutation still acknowledges that an individual committed a particular
               crime but reduces the sentence associated with that crime, whereas a pardon abolishes
               the sentence and any record of the crime. During his time in office, President Barack
               Obama pardoned 64 individuals. This number is considerably lower than his predecessors:
               President George W. Bush pardoned 176 individuals, and President Bill Clinton pardoned 456. Notably, President Obama did not pardon Edward Snowden, who had been involved in leaking classified documents, even though some in his party
               had lobbied the president to do so.
            

         

         
         	PARIS AGREEMENT

         
         	
            An international treaty negotiated under the United Nations (UN) Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions around the world. The treaty
               was negotiated by 195 countries, including the United States, Cambodia, China, Cuba, Egypt, Israel, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea), the Republic of Korea (South Korea), the European Union states, and Russia, and adopted in Paris, France, on 12 December 2015. Goals of the treaty include the
               following: holding the global average temperature increase to below two degrees Celsius,
               countries working together to foster climate resilience, and reducing greenhouse gas
               emissions in ways that do not threaten productivity, among other considerations. The
               treaty was opened for signatures on 22 April 2016 at UN headquarters in New York City.
               As of May 2017, 195 counties have signed the treaty and 146 countries have ratified
               it. With so many nations signing and ratifying the treaty so quickly, the minimum
               threshold was attained, and the agreement went into effect on 4 November 2016.
            

            
             Because the United States is one of the countries that produces the most pollution
               and greenhouse gases, the success of the treaty hinged on U.S. participation. In March
               2016, President Obama met with Chinese president Xi Jinping, and both leaders agreed
               to sign the treaty in an effort to entice other nations to follow their lead. However,
               due to gridlock in the Senate, legislative ratification of the treaty in the United States was impossible.
               Therefore, on 3 September 2016, President Obama signed an executive agreement, entering the United States into the Paris accord.
            

            
             The Paris Agreement went into effect several days prior to the election of 2016. During his election campaign, candidate Donald Trump routinely stated that climate change is a hoax created by China and that he would
               pull the United States out of the Paris Agreement. During the first few months after
               becoming president, Donald Trump wavered on his willingness to pull the United States
               out of the multinational agreement. Pulling away from the accord would be difficult
               during the first term of the Trump administration, as the agreement requires any nation
               wanting to pull out to wait three years after the agreement has gone into force and
               then requires an additional year before a country can officially leave the agreement.
               However, on 1 June 2017, Donald Trump announced to the world that the United States
               would no longer follow the agreement stipulations or policies. Although official withdrawal
               is not possible until 4 November 2020, the day after the next presidential election,
               he announced that the United States would immediately stop following any nonbinding
               aspects of the agreement. The withdrawal from the agreement places the United States
               with Syria and Nicaragua as the only nations not to be party to the agreement.
            

         

         
         	PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT OF 2010 (PPACA)

         
         	PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT OF 2010

         
         	
            This federal statute, also known as “Obamacare,” was signed into law by President Barack Obama on 23 March 2010. The legislation
               attempts a significant overhaul of the U.S. health-care system. Arguably, the PPACA
               legislation has been the most controversial domestic policy issue in the United States
               since Barack Obama became president in 2009. Its passage did represent the biggest
               overhaul of the country’s health-care system since the advent of the Medicare and
               Medicaid programs in the 1960s.
            

            
               Activists in Ashville, North Carolina, protesting the efforts to repeal the Affordable
                     Care Act.
                  

               

            

            Contemporary efforts to reform the country’s health-care system were first orchestrated
               by Democrats in 1993, when First Lady Hillary Clinton led a failed effort to negotiate legislation through Congress. With the onset of
               the Great Recession and the increase of the unemployment rate in late 2007, individuals were losing their jobs as well as their health-care insurance
               coverage, which spurred another round of interest in reform. These issues gained considerable
               salience during the 2008 Democratic presidential primary battle between Obama and
               Clinton, with the two candidates trading barbs about each other’s plan for health-care
               reform. Once his party primary victory was secure and the general election campaign of 2008 was in full swing, Obama continued to tout health-care reform as
               one of his top priorities if elected president.
            

            
            Within 60 days of his inauguration, Obama began the reform process by meeting with
               industry leaders to discuss possible changes to the current system. In June 2009,
               a “Gang of Six” senators began work to create the foundation for the U.S. Senate’s version of a
               reform bill. In an effort to get bipartisan support and passage, President Obama was
               convinced by congressional leaders that an individual mandate was needed, and thus
               it was added to the legislation. The mandate, which requires citizens to obtain and
               keep health insurance, was supported by the insurance industry lobby. However, the provision caused some Republican senators, who had originally tolerated
               the idea of reform, to push back and drop their support. In the end, the Obama administration
               could count on no Republican Party support for health-care reform legislation. This meant the Democrats in the Senate
               would have to hold in lockstep, and all 60 members of their caucus would need to support
               the measure to obtain cloture and kill any attempts on the part of Republicans to
               filibuster or delay the legislation. The Democrats had started the 111th Congress (2009–11) with just 59 members, but when Arlen Specter switched parties and joined
               the Democratic Party caucus in April 2009, the party had a filibuster-proof majority of 60 senators.
            

            
            More legislative drama was to unfold when the Democratic Party supermajority was threatened
               on 25 August 2009 when Senator Ted Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) died in office. However,
               before a special election was held, which would result in the election of a Republican,
               Democrat Paul Kirk was appointed to fill the Kennedy vacancy on a temporary basis.
               This once again gave the Democrats the 60 votes they needed to pass the bill. On 24
               December the Senate vote was 60–39, with all Democrats and two independents who caucused
               with the Democrats voting in favor while all Republicans voted against the measure,
               aside from Republican Jim Bunning (Kentucky) who did not vote. As indicated, a special
               election was held in January 2010 to determine a permanent replacement for Kennedy’s
               seat. This election was won by Republican Scott Brown, which gave the Republicans
               the ability to block passage of the legislation if the House did not pass the Senate’s
               version.
            

            
            Prior to the passage of the legislation in the Senate, the House was working on its
               own version of a health-care overhaul. However, once Democrats in the Senate lost
               the ability to pass any further changes with Scott Brown’s victory in Massachusetts,
               Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi pushed for House members to vote for the Senate version. In the end, on 21 March
               2010, she delivered 219 Democratic votes to pass the legislation in the House 219–212.
               The bill was signed into law by President Obama two days later.
            

            
            The passage of reform would bring about major changes in health-care policy and set
               a timeline, through 2020, to implement different aspects of the legislation. In the
               first six months of its passage, a program was created to aid individuals who had
               been denied health insurance coverage by private insurers due to preexisting conditions.
               In addition, private insurers could not turn down health coverage for families that
               had children with preexisting conditions. Still more, in the early stages of the reform,
               allowances were made to increase the age at which children could remain covered by
               their parents’ insurance. Young adults could now be covered by their parents’ insurance
               up to their 26th birthday without meeting qualifications set by individual insurance
               companies. Then, in August 2012, a contraceptive mandate went into effect, which required
               birth control to be covered by insurance companies without a copay. This mandate brought
               harsh criticism and pushback from conservatives and religious organizations, and insurance
               companies were given one additional year to comply with the mandate. Arguably the
               most significant component of the reform legislation started on 1 January 2014, when
               individuals were required to purchase health insurance or face a penalty when they
               filed their income taxes. Individuals who could not afford to purchase their own health insurance were provided
               a government subsidy to do so. Finally, major changes to the Medicare and Medicaid
               programs were part of the reforms passed. Implementation of many of these changes
               was staggered through the year 2020.
            

            
            The stated goals of the health-care reform were to increase the number of insured
               individuals in the country as well as to bring down medical and insurance costs. It
               is expected that by increasing the number of insured individuals, medical costs should
               start to go down because additional fees on services intended to pay for uninsured
               individuals should decrease. Additionally, by requiring healthy individuals to purchase
               insurance, in theory, this would offset the cost of insuring unhealthy individuals
               for providers and lower the overall cost of health-care.
            

            
            Since its passage, Republican members of Congress have been fighting to repeal the
               legislation. Shortly after its passage, Representative Steve King (R-Iowa), Representative
               Michele Bachmann  (R-Minnesota), and Senator Jim DeMint (R-South Carolina) introduced bills, in their
               respective chambers, to repeal the legislation. No action was taken by either body
               on these three bills in the 111th Congress. With Republicans gaining control of the
               lower chamber in the 112th Congress, they tried to repeal Obamacare 33 times. But once the repeal legislation passed
               the House, it was either voted down as an amendment to another bill or was never addressed
               by the Senate. The same type of grandstanding continued into the 113th and 114th Congresses, with several bills being passed by the House but receiving no Senate action. In
               particular, attempts were made to defund health-care reforms as part of the debate
               over the government shutdown and looming debt ceiling crisis in the summer of 2013.
            

            
            Gaining no ground in the national legislature, opponents of the legislation looked
               for additional ways to repeal the reform, including using the legal system. Opponents
               hoped to have the Supreme Court, at minimum, declare the insurance mandate unconstitutional as an infringement of
               personal liberty. Ultimately, many cases were filed in both state and federal courts,
               which eventually led the Supreme Court to consider the matter. The Affordable Health-Care Act Supreme Court case was argued for three days beginning on 26 March 2012, but the decision was not released
               until 28 June 2012, just a couple of days before the high court’s annual term was
               set to expire. Chief Justice John Roberts writing for the majority upheld all but one provision of the law. Because enforcement
               of the insurance mandate is done via a tax penalty, the chief justice argued that
               the mandate was a protected form of government action, because the Constitution provides
               the government taxing authority.
            

            
            Throughout the election of 2016, Republican candidates, including Donald Trump, made repeal of the PPACA their primary campaign focus. Since the passage of the
               PPACA, many of the nation’s insured individuals saw drastic increases in their premiums
               and decreases in their coverage. Although these trends made many individuals unhappy
               with the PPACA, the number of individuals who lacked access to health insurance decreased
               greatly. As of September 2016, the Centers for Disease Control reported that the number
               of uninsured individuals declined by approximately 22 million since 2013. Following
               the inauguration of Donald Trump on 20 January 2017, support for the PPACA reached
               its highest point, with the Pew Research Center reporting that 54 percent of Americans
               approved of the law, while only 43 percent disapproved. The increasing approval numbers
               for the PPACA did not stop the new Trump administration from trying to repeal and
               replace the legislation.
            

            
            In March 2017, the new Republican-led government worked to bring a new bill to the
               floor of the House of Representatives to repeal and replace the PPACA, called the
               American Health Care Act (AHCA). However, the Freedom Caucus, many of whom are members
               of the Tea Party, refused to support the new legislation. The vote on the House floor was ultimately
               canceled because Speaker Paul Ryan could not garner enough support from members of his own party to pass the legislation.
               Although the failure to pass the legislation was seen as a tremendous loss for both
               Speaker Ryan and President Trump, both continued to work with members of the House
               to get a bill passed. Ultimately, on 5 May 2017, the House successfully held a vote
               to repeal and replace the PPACA. The legislation passed the House by a narrow margin.
               Upon passage of the AHCA in the House, Donald Trump claimed victory and celebrated.
               However, the celebration by the president was premature, as many Republican senators
               publicly announced that the AHCA was dead on arrival in the Senate, indicating that
               the Senate would not take up the House bill, opting to take a more measured approach
               and to craft their own legislation. On 24 May 2017, the Congressional Budget Office
               scored the new AHCA legislation and reported that an estimated 23 million Americans
               would lose insurance coverage and that the federal deficit would decrease by $119
               billion over a ten-year period if the AHCA was signed into law. See  also BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY; FLUKE, SANDRA K. (17 APRIL 1981–); LIMBAUGH, RUSH (12 JANUARY 1951–).
            

         

         
         	PATRIOT ACT

         
         	
            Legislation, originating during the George W. Bush administration and extended by President Barack Obama, that curtails privacy while
               attempting to thwart terrorist violence against Americans. The original act was signed
               in 2001 in the immediate aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade Center in New
               York City on 11 September 2001. The title is an acronym that stands for Uniting (and)
               Strengthening America (by) Providing Appropriate Tools Required (to) Intercept (and)
               Obstruct Terrorism. Many of the provisions of the legislation have been controversial,
               and groups such as the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) have challenged the constitutionality
               of the police actions the legislation allows. One particular controversial provision
               allows for “sneak and peek” searches whereby law enforcement officers can enter a
               person’s home without a traditional search warrant to determine if there is illegal
               activity taking place in the dwelling. This particular provision is no longer included
               in the act, but other controversial provisions have been reauthorized. Reauthorization
               of the act is required because the original legislation set predetermined time limits
               for enforcement. The first two reauthorizations were passed by Congress and signed
               by President Bush in 2005 and 2006.
            

            
            On 27 February 2010, President Obama signed the third reauthorization and temporarily
               extended three controversial provisions of the act for one year, to the consternation
               of the ACLU. The provisions allow different organizations within the government to
               obtain roving wiretaps on multiple communication devices with permission from a special
               court, to seize individuals’ public records without their knowledge, and to conduct
               surveillance of “lone wolf” terrorists. Then on 26 May 2011 President Obama signed
               a fourth reauthorization with an autopen while in France, which extended the previous
               provisions for an additional four years. The use of the autopen drew criticisms from
               21 Republican Party House members on its constitutionality. The president was sent a copy of the legislation
               and asked to re-sign the bill. Obama never re-signed the legislation, and no official
               challenge was ever pursued.
            

            
            Several months following the release of classified information by WIKILEAKS, which exposed the extent of spying by the U.S. government on its own citizens and
               close diplomatic allies, President Obama called on Congress to change the Patriot
               Act and increase congressional oversight of surveillance activities. On 2 June 2015,
               the president signed new legislation that made major revisions to the Patriot Act,
               curtailing surveillance on Americans, specifically via the bulk collection of telephone
               metadata. This metadata collection officially ended on 29 November 2015. See  also SNOWDEN, EDWARD (21 JUNE 1983–).
            

         

         
         	PELOSI, NANCY (26 MARCH 1940–)

         
         	
            Pelosi was Speaker of the House of Representatives for the 111th Congress (2009–11), the first Congress in President Barack Obama’s first term in office. The
               first female Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives was born and raised in Baltimore,
               Maryland, and earned an undergraduate degree from Trinity College in Washington, D.C.,
               in 1962. Seven years later, Pelosi and her husband moved to San Francisco where she
               became involved in the local Democratic Party organization. In 1976, she became a member of the national Democratic National Committee,
               where she served until 1996. From 1981 to 1983, she served as the chair of the California
               state Democratic Party and then moved on to become the finance chair of the California
               state Democratic Senatorial Committee in 1985 until 1986. One year later, she was
               elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in a special election to fill the 8th
               congressional district seat left open by the death of Democratic representative Sala
               Burton. The California 8th congressional district became the 12th district after the
               2010 census and subsequent redistricting.
            

            
               Democratic House minority leader Nancy Pelosi speaking to constituents following a
                     health-care rally at San Francisco City Hall.
                  

               

            

            After considerable service to the Democratic Party caucus in the House, Pelosi became
               the Democratic House whip in 2001 and then the party’s minority leader in the 108th
               Congress (2003–05). As minority leader, Pelosi became the first woman to ever lead a major political party in the U.S. Congress. She held the minority
               leader position until 2006 when she once again made history by becoming the first
               female Speaker of the House of Representatives. She retained the position for the
               110th (2007–09) and 111th Congresses; however, when the Democratic Party lost control of
               the House in the 2010 midterm elections, she lost her position to Republican John Boehner (Ohio) and once again became minority leader of the lower chamber. She continued
               to hold the minority leader position through Obama’s second term. During her time
               as Speaker of the House in the 111th Congress, Pelosi was instrumental in the passage
               of the landmark health-care overhaul legislation known as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. On 21 March 2010, Pelosi delivered 219 Democratic votes that resulted in the passage
               of the legislation.
            

         

         
         	PEREZ, THOMAS (7 OCTOBER 1961–)

         
         	
            The 26th United States secretary of labor, serving during President Barack Obama’s
               second term. In 2017, Perez became chair of the Democratic National Committee (DNC).
               He was born and raised in Buffalo, New York. In 1983, he received a B.A. from Brown
               University, majoring in international relations and political science. Over the next
               four years, Perez worked diligently to receive a J.D. from Harvard Law School and a master of public policy degree from the John F. Kennedy School of Government.
               While completing law school, he clerked for Attorney General Edwin Meese.
            

            
             Following his graduation from Harvard, Perez began work as a law clerk for Judge
               Zita Weinshienk of the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado. From 1989
               to 1995, he worked at the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division as a federal
               prosecutor, eventually working his way up to serve as the deputy assistant attorney
               general in the Civil Rights Division. In 1995, he worked for Senator Ted Kennedy as
               a principal adviser on civil rights, criminal justice, and constitutional issues.
               Perez went on to serve in the Bill Clinton administration, from 1998 to 2000, as the director of the Office for Civil Rights
               at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Upon the completion of President
               Clinton’s term, he went to work as a professor at the University of Maryland School
               of Law. In May 2006, Maryland’s attorney general, Joseph Curran Jr., announced that
               he would not seek reelection. This announcement spurred Perez to run for the position,
               but the Maryland Supreme Court ruled that he did not meet Maryland’s requirement that
               the attorney general needed to have practiced law for 10 years in the state. Following
               the 2006 Maryland election, Perez was selected by the governor to head the Maryland
               Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation. He held this position until he was
               nominated by President Obama to serve as the assistant attorney general for civil
               rights in March 2009.
            

            
             Although Perez was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee quickly, his confirmation
               vote on the floor of the Senate was held up by several Republican senators who were
               concerned about his record on immigration. On 6 October 2016, the Senate finally confirmed
               Perez with a vote of 72–22. During his time as assistant attorney general for civil
               rights, he oversaw the implementation and training of law enforcement in order to
               conform to the policies laid out in the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act. Perez was also tasked with challenging South Carolina’s and Texas’s 2011 voter ID laws.
            

            
             Following the announcement that Hilda Solis would be stepping down as secretary of labor, President Obama nominated Perez to
               fill her position on 18 March 2013. His nomination was contentious, with numerous
               Republican senators filibustering the confirmation vote. Due to the excessive gridlock by Republicans on executive orders, the Democrats worked to eliminate the filibuster
               option on executive branch nominees by changing Senate rules. The party, in effect,
               opted for the nuclear option to prevents filibuster, or delaying tactics, on nomination votes. However, before
               the nuclear option was passed as a Senate resolution, a deal was struck with several
               senators to vote for cloture on the Perez nomination. On 17 July 2013, a cloture vote
               was held to end the filibuster, which passed with the minimum 60 votes required. The
               next day the Senate confirmed Perez with a 54–46 vote, and he was sworn in on 23 July
               2013. He served as the secretary of labor throughout the remainder of President Obama’s
               second term in office. Upon the completion of his tenure as secretary, he ran for
               and was elected chair of the Democratic National Committee. Since taking on the position
               as DNC chair, Perez has been touring with Senator Bernie Sanders in an effort to reinvigorate the party’s progressive base following the loss of Hillary Clinton in the election of 2016.
            

         

         
         	PETRAEUS, DAVID H. (7 NOVEMBER 1952–)

         
         	
            The former commander of the Afghanistan War effort for the United States and short-lived director of the Central Intelligence
               Agency (CIA) in President Barack Obama’s first term in office. Petraeus was born in
               Orange County, New York, and earned an undergraduate degree from West Point in 1974.
               He then went on to the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, where he completed
               another degree in 1983. In addition, he earned advanced degrees from Princeton’s Woodrow
               Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, one in public administration in
               1985 and another in international relations in 1987. In 1995, he spent time heading
               the United Nations peacekeeping efforts in Haiti and from 1997 to 1999 served as an assistant to the
               chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Then, in 2003, Petraeus saw combat for the first
               time when he led forces into Baghdad in the early stages of the Iraq War. After the successful invasion of Iraq, he assumed the responsibility of training
               the Iraqi army in 2004 to handle its own national security. In 2007 Petraeus was promoted
               to general and was a main supporter of sending additional troops into Iraq to promote
               political stability. He was nominated by President George W. Bush to oversee the Iraq War in April 2008 and assumed command of the U.S. Central Command
               (CENTCOM) in late October.
            

            
            On 23 June 2010, President Obama fired General Stanley McChrystal, the commander of
               the Afghanistan War, and replaced him with his boss, Petraeus. Although the new appointment
               was a step below his current position as the commander of CENTCOM, Petraeus only held
               it for one year until he was appointed to be the next director of the CIA. On 28 April
               2011, President Obama announced that Petraeus would take the place of Leon Panetta as director of the country’s intelligence gathering agency. He was confirmed by the
               Senate with a 94–0 vote on 30 June and sworn in on 11 October 2011.
            

            
            Just over a year into Petraeus’s tenure as CIA director, news broke about an extramarital
               affair that he had with the author of his biography, Paula Broadwell. Actions by Broadwell
               led to an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), which discovered
               classified documents on her computer and other specifics about her relationship with
               Petraeus. Although the FBI could not identify Petraeus as the person who provided
               the information to Broadwell, he was urged by Director of National Intelligence James
               Clapper to resign his post, and he did so on 8 November 2012 at the White House.
            

         

         
         	PIERSON, JULIA (21 JULY 1959–)

         
         	
            Pierson was the 23rd director of the United States Secret Service, serving in the position during President Barack Obama’s second term in office. She
               was born and raised in Orlando, Florida, and received a B.A. from the University of Central Florida in 1980, with
               a major in criminal justice. Upon graduation, she became one of the first female Orlando
               Police Department officers assigned patrol duties. Then, in 1983, she joined the U.S.
               Secret Service as a special agent, working out of the Miami Field Office until 1988.
               In 1988, she was assigned the presidential protective detail, working for Presidents
               George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush. Starting in 2000, she accepted numerous promotions within the Office of Protective
               Operations, starting as the special agent in charge and eventually working her way
               up to assistant director of the Office of Human Resources and Training and as the
               chief of staff to the director of the Secret Service.
            

            
             On 27 March 2013, President Obama appointed Pierson to become the next director of
               the Secret Service. Upon her appointment, she became the first female director of
               the Secret Service in U.S. history. She was tasked with improving the image of the
               organization following a prostitution scandal that took place at the Summit of the
               Americas in the spring of 2012. Although she diligently worked to improve the efficiency
               and ethical conduct of Secret Service agents, other occurrences, including an intrusion
               at the White House in 2014, resulted in her resignation on 1 October 2014. See also WOMEN.
            

         

         
         	PLOUFFE, DAVID (27 MAY 1967–)

         
         	
            Plouffe was the campaign manager for Barack Obama during the presidential election of 2008. He was born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware, and attended the University of Delaware,
               but he left in 1989 to pursue a career in politics before completing a degree. He
               eventually did obtain his undergraduate degree from the University of Delaware in
               May 2010.
            

            
            Plouffe began his career as a political strategist in 1990 by working on Senator Tom
               Harkin’s (D-Iowa) reelection campaign and Harkin’s unsuccessful presidential bid in
               1992. From 1992 to 1996, Plouffe headed numerous campaigns across the country for
               Democratic Party candidates and was widely successful in these efforts. Then in 1997, he changed direction
               and began working in Washington, D.C., taking a position as Dick Gephardt’s (D-Missouri)
               deputy chief of staff, using this experience as a springboard to become the executive
               director of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee in 1999. In 2003, he partnered
               with David Axelrod and worked on Barack Obama’s successful 2004 Illinois Senate campaign.
            

            
            During Obama’s successful presidential election effort in 2008, Plouffe was an instrumental strategist, especially in the Democratic Party primary against Hillary Clinton. He is credited with placing a focus on the first party caucus, in Iowa, and on maximizing
               the number of pledged delegates, as opposed to focusing on the popular vote. Once
               Obama was in office he regularly looked to Plouffe for advice on a wide range of matters.
               With the resignation of David Axelrod as the senior adviser to the president inside
               the White House, Plouffe was appointed to and began serving in his position in January
               2011. He served in this capacity until January 2013 through Barack Obama’s successful
               bid for reelection. After leaving the White House, Plouffe has worked as a contributor
               and adviser to Bloomberg television and ABC News networks. In January 2017, he accepted
               a position offered by Mark Zuckerberg to head the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative. The
               Chan Zuckerberg Initiative is a limited liability company that seeks to advance human
               potential while working to promote equality in health and education, as well as scientific
               research and energy policy.
            

         

         
         	POLICE SHOOTINGS

         
         	
            Throughout the Obama administration, race relations became more salient, with police
               shootings garnering significant media attention. Numerous times during the Obama presidency,
               police officers were caught on camera shooting and killing unarmed African American
               males. Significant public attention to police shootings began in 2014 with the formation
               of the Black Lives Matter movement. Following fatal shootings in Minnesota and Louisiana in 2016, President
               Obama called on law enforcement to root out bias in their policing methods, noting
               that the shooting of African Americans and Hispanics is a symptom of a “broader set
               of racial disparities.”
            

            
             The continued video documentation of police shootings compelled the U.S. Justice
               Department during the Obama administration to launch investigations into several police
               departments, including Obama’s home city of Chicago, Illinois. These investigations drew sharp criticism from Republicans and police unions, who argued that the president did not support law enforcement.
               Yet the continued outcry from the public moved many more police departments, with
               the urging of the Obama administration, to adopt the use of officer body cameras.
               But even when video of police shootings surfaced, officers were rarely charged with
               any wrongdoing.
            

            
             Failure to bring charges against police officers who shot unarmed individuals caused
               several individuals to retaliate by shooting at and killing police officers. On 7
               July 2016, Micah Xavier Johnson ambushed a group of police officers in Dallas, Texas,
               killing five and wounding nine others. Johnson was retaliating for the shootings that
               took place in Minnesota and Louisiana. Johnson was eventually cornered and killed
               by police using a bomb attached to a robot. Ten days later, Gavin E. Long, an African
               American male, shot and killed three police officers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He,
               too, was killed at the scene. Following the retaliation killings, President Obama
               addressed the nation, stating that there is no justification for these killings. At
               the end of the Obama administration, police shootings continued to receive national
               attention.
            

         

         
         	POPE FRANCIS (17 DECEMBER 1936–)

         
         	
            The 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Francis was born in Flores, Buenos
               Aires, as Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He was ordained a Catholic priest in 1969 and then
               served as Argentina’s provincial superior from 1973 to 1979. In 1998, he became the
               archbishop of Buenos Aires, and then in 2001 Pope John Paul II made him a cardinal.
               After the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI in February 2013, Francis was elected by
               the cardinals to serve as pope on 13 March.
            

            
               Pope Francis greeting pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican.

               

            

             Since becoming Pope, Francis has been one of the most progressive religious leaders
               within the Catholic Church. As pope, he has affirmed the Church’s stance on gay marriage, but in an interview on 28 July 2013, he stated, “Who am I to judge gay people?”
               His stance on LGBT individuals in the Church has continued, with him noting on 2 October 2016 that priests
               should “accompany them [gay and transgendered individuals] spiritually.” Other topics
               that the pope sees as needing addressing are consumerism, irresponsible development,
               and climate change.
            

            
             On 27 March 2014, President Obama met with Pope Francis, for the first time, at the
               Vatican. The two leaders had originally scheduled a 30-minute meeting, but the meeting
               extended to 52 minutes. Following the introduction, Obama presented the pope with
               a seed chest, with seeds from the White House vegetable garden, to plant in the Vatican garden. President Obama met with Pope Francis once again,
               at the White House, when the pope traveled to Washington, D.C., on 23 September 2015.
               During his trip to the White House, the pope praised the Obama administration for
               its work to reduce pollution and to prevent climate change. In return, Obama thanked
               the pontiff for his help in restoring relations with Cuba.
            

            
             During the election of 2016, Republican Party candidate Donald Trump and the pope had unpleasant exchanges through the media. At one point during the
               campaign, the pope held a mass at the Mexican border and stated that people who only
               think about building barriers instead of bridges are “not Christian.” In response,
               Trump called the comments “disgraceful” and stated that the pope was a pawn of the
               Mexican government. Regardless of the comments by Trump, the pope continued to condemn
               his political rhetoric, although never mentioning him by name.
            

            
             On 24 May 2017, four months after taking office, President Donald Trump met with
               Pope Francis. When the two met at the Vatican, they discussed terrorism, religious
               freedom, and climate change. Upon the conclusion of their visit, the pope presented
               Trump with a medal by a Roman artist with an olive branch inscribed in it. The pope
               explained the symbolism of the olive branch to Trump as peace. In exchange, Trump
               presented the pope with three books by Martin Luther King Jr.
            

         

         
         	POWER, SAMANTHA (21 SEPTEMBER 1970–)

         
         	
            Samantha Power served as the 28th United States ambassador to the United Nations during President Barack Obama’s second term in office. Power grew up in Dublin, Ireland,
               until her mother immigrated the United States in 1979 with her and her sister. She
               earned a B.A. from Yale University and a J.D. from Harvard Law School in the 1990s. After attending Yale, and before attending Harvard, Power worked as
               a war correspondent covering wars between the different ethnic groups in the former
               Yugoslavia. Upon the completion of her law degree, Power became the first Anna Lindh
               Professor of Practice of Global Leadership and Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy
               School of Government. In 2003 her book, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, won the Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction and the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize.
            

            
             In 2005, she went to work for Senator Obama as a foreign policy adviser. Power continued to serve as Obama’s foreign policy adviser
               during his bid for the Democratic Party’s nomination in the election of 2008. However, in March 2008, she was forced to resign after she called Hillary Clinton “a monster” in an interview. Although Power resigned from the Obama campaign, he
               appointed her to serve on the National Security Council as a special assistant to
               the president and senior director for multilateral affairs and human rights. While
               serving in the latter position, Powell advocated for U.S. military intervention in
               Libya. Upon the resignation of Susan Rice, Power was nominated by President Obama to serve as ambassador to the United Nations
               on 5 June 2013.
            

            
             Power’s nomination received bipartisan support for the most part, and she received
               praise from Republican senators John McCain (Arizona) and Lindsey Graham (South Carolina). Power was confirmed by the Senate
               on 1 August 2013 with a vote of 87–10 and was sworn in by Vice President Joe Biden later that day. Throughout her tenure as ambassador to the United Nations, Power
               routinely addressed the council on salient issues such as the protracted civil war
               in Syria, the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the emergence of ISIL, and the Ebola crisis in West Africa. Her tenure as ambassador ended on Obama’s last day in office,
               20 January 2017.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL RATINGS

         
         	
            Ratings developed by George Gallup in the late 1930s that measure public perceptions
               about how well the president is handling the job of chief executive. The ratings are
               determined by a random sample of the American public and produce indicators of the
               percentage of respondents who approve and disapprove of the job the president is doing.
               Today, there are competing polling organizations that conduct this type of survey
               research. Some of the question wording varies slightly, which has implications for
               the results obtained. One straightforward or common question used is, “Do you approve
               or disapprove of the way ___ is handling his job as president?” Although the way in
               which respondents answer this question tends to be highly partisan, the measure is
               widely accepted as a valid measure of change in support for the president.
            

            
            Presidential approval ratings tend to be higher at the beginning of a president’s
               term and then decrease. The rating also fluctuates in response to critical events.
               Some events cause the public to rally around the president, while others, particularly
               if they involve scandal, produce drops in presidential approval irrespective of presidential
               actions. To be certain, if the public perceives that the president is handling a crisis
               effectively, this will boost the approval rating. The average approval rating for
               all U.S. presidents since the creation of this measure in 1938 is 54 percent. Historically,
               we know it is important for presidents seeking reelection to have an approval rating
               of at least 50 percent in order to win a second term. The last poll that asked about
               President Barack Obama prior to the election of 2012 found 52 percent of the population approving of the job he was doing. Throughout
               his second term, President Obama saw a decrease in his approval ratings, dropping
               to 40 percent in mid-2014. However, in 2016 his approval rating started to increase
               again. Leading up to the election of 2016, Obama’ approval ratings fluctuated between 53 and 54 percent. Following the results
               of the election, which designated Donald Trump as the next president, Obama’s approval ratings spiked, reaching 59 percent in January
               2017. Upon his inauguration on 20 January 2017, President Trump’s approval rating
               was at its highest point, 48 percent. No president since approval ratings have been
               tracked has received such a low approval at the beginning of their first term. Trump’s
               approval rating continued to drop following his first 100 days in office, reaching
               a low of 37 percent in August 2017. Refer to appendix F.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 2009

         
         	
            The 56th presidential inauguration for the 44th president of the United States took
               place in Washington, D.C., on 20 January 2009 and marked the beginning of the first
               four-year term for Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden. Approximately 1.8 million people packed the National Mall in the nation’s capital
               to watch Obama be sworn into office, which represents the largest attendance at any
               presidential inauguration in U.S. history. With Obama taking the oath, he became the
               first African American and first native-born Hawaiian to hold the office of president.
               Official inauguration events took place over two days and ended on 21 January.
            

            
            The estimated cost of the inaugural events ranged from $150 to $170 million. There
               was reporting by Fox News that Obama’s inauguration was going to cost four times that of President George W. Bush’s ceremony; however, facts such as the total cost and the amount raised were incorrectly
               compared. Both inaugurations were similar in cost, and Obama raised just over $53
               million, which was comparable to what President Bush raised for his second inauguration.
               Chief Justice John Roberts administered the oath of office to Obama on the steps of the U.S. Capitol building.
               Michelle Obama held the Bible that was used by President Abraham Lincoln for his inauguration in
               1861. When administering the oath, the chief justice made a mistake, misplacing the
               word “faithfully.” In order to make sure that Obama was sworn in properly and in accordance
               with the U.S. Constitution, Roberts readministered the oath in the White House on
               21 January.
            

            
            After being sworn in, President Obama gave his inaugural address, in which he called
               for a restoration of responsibility. More specifically, he called for increased accountability
               in Washington, D.C., and for ordinary citizens to get more involved in their communities.
               Following the ceremony, the president, First Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe
               Biden, and Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden walked former president Bush and former First Lady Laura Bush to the east side of
               the Capitol for a departure ceremony. Later that evening, Obama and his wife attended
               each of the 10 official inaugural balls. On 21 January, the Obamas attended a National
               Prayer Service, which has been a tradition since the inauguration of George Washington.
               The service was held at the National Cathedral and focused on the American tradition
               of religious tolerance and freedom. Sermons and prayers were given by a mix of Protestant
               pastors and Hindu and Muslim leaders, as well as rabbis and Catholic and Episcopal bishops.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 2013

         
         	
            The second inauguration of President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden officially took place on Sunday, 20 January 2013, as mandated by the 20th Amendment
               of the United States Constitution, in a private ceremony in the Blue Room of the White
               House. Because the official swearing-in day fell on a Sunday, the public ceremony
               was held on 21 January 2013. The presidential oath was administered by Chief Justice
               John Roberts on both days. During the oath, Obama used Bibles owned by Martin Luther King Jr.
               and President Abraham Lincoln.
            

            
             The inaugural events actually started on 19 January with a kids’ inaugural concert
               featuring popular music acts and attended by the president’s wife and two daughters,
               Malia and Sasha Obama. On 21 January, there was the traditional inaugural parade and the many formal balls.
               In his inaugural address, Obama called for the country to move forward and provide
               better treatment for homosexuals and women in the workplace, as well as to make progress on the salient issue of gun control. He also pressed Congress to stop obvious partisan attacks and to make progress on
               important pending legislation.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY

         
         	
            A repository for preserving and displaying important historical memorabilia associated
               with a president. The U.S. presidential library system is made up of 13 libraries,
               one for each president since Herbert Hoover. On 30 July 2016, it was announced that
               the location of President Obama’s library would be Chicago’s Jackson Park. The site is a short walk from the University of Chicago, where Obama
               taught as an adjunct law professor. Besides the University of Chicago, the University
               of Illinois at Chicago, the University of Hawaii, and Columbia University submitted proposals to be the home of the Obama presidential library. The president
               appointed several close friends to the advisory board of the foundation, which would
               oversee the construction of the library, including former campaign strategist David Plouffe.
            

            
             At the time of the announcement, architects expected the construction of the library
               to cost approximately $300 million, with an additional $1.5 billion endowment for
               the continued operation of the facility. The $1.5 billion endowment is three times
               larger than the endowment needed by President George W. Bush for his presidential library when it opened in 2013. As of 20 February 2017, architects
               of the library expect the $1.5 billion endowment to be difficult to reach because
               the president did not actively partake in fund-raising while he was in office. The
               Obama Presidential Library and Museum is expected to open in 2021.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCE

         
         	
            A media event that creates opportunities for journalists to ask questions of the president
               or the president’s press secretary about topical events. During his two terms in office,
               President Obama had three different press secretaries: the first was Robert Gibbs, followed by Jay Carney, and finally Josh Earnest. It is common for the president or the press secretary to provide a short statement
               regarding current events before allowing the press pool to ask specific questions.
            

            
            During his eight years in office, President Obama held fewer personal press conferences
               than any other two-term president since Ronald Reagan. Obama held only 164 conferences,
               compared to 210 for George W. Bush and 193 for Bill Clinton. However, Obama has been more willing to discuss current events one on one with journalists
               and television talk show hosts. Moreover, although it has been common for presidents to take their message
               directly to the American people through the use of public speeches, President Obama
               is the first president to bypass the media by communicating directly with the public
               via the Internet and specific social media sites. His lack of direct interaction with
               the media throughout both terms in office has been criticized and has been a source
               of annoyance for the White House press corps. See  also GOING PUBLIC.
            

         

         
         	PRITZKER, PENNY (2 MAY 1959–)

         
         	
            The 38th United States secretary of commerce serving in this role during the second
               term of the Barack Obama administration. Pritzker was born in Chicago, Illinois, and raised in Palo Alto, California. Her father Donald was one of the cofounders
               of the Hyatt hotel chain. As a child, she accompanied her father to inspect his hotels,
               and this led to her interest in business. In 1981, she earned a B.A. in economics
               from Harvard College. Following her time at Harvard, Pritzker attended Stanford University,
               where she completed a J.D. and M.B.A. concurrently in 1985. Upon finishing her schooling,
               she worked her way up through the Pritzker family business, eventually being appointed
               as Superior Bank’s chairperson by her uncle. In 2015, Forbes magazine estimated her net worth at $2.4 billion.
            

            
             In the 1990s, Pritzker met Barack Obama at the Chicago YMCA, and the two became good
               friends. Pritzker was an early supporter of Obama’s 2004 Senate run and was a significant
               contributor to his primary election campaign against Hillary Clinton in the election of 2008. Following Obama’s win in 2008, Pritzker was Obama’s top candidate for the position
               of secretary of commerce, but Pritzker withdrew herself from consideration because
               of her obligations to the family business, which was trying to recover from the Great Recession. However, she did serve the president in his first term, sitting as a member on the
               President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness, as well as serving on the President’s
               Economic Recovery Advisory Board. In the election of 2012, Pritzker served as the national cochair of the Obama reelection campaign.
            

            
             With the passing of the Great Recession, Obama nominated Pritzker to become the secretary
               of commerce following the resignation of Rebecca Blank. On 25 June 2013, Pritzker was confirmed by the Senate in a vote of 97–1. She was
               sworn into office by Vice President Joe Biden the following day. As secretary, Pritzker was instrumental in the development of
               the Trans-Pacific Partnership proposal and worked with Cuban trade ministers to reestablish trade relations between the two countries. She served
               as secretary until the end of Obama’s second term, 20 January 2017, and upon leaving
               her post, she returned to the private sector.
            

         

         
         	PROPOSITION 8

         
         	
            This proposition sought to stop same-sex marriages in the state of California. The
               ballot initiative in the form of a state constitutional amendment passed in the November
               2008 election cycle. Earlier in the same year, California had begun to allow gay marriage when the California state Supreme Court ruled that barring same-sex couples from
               marrying violated the state’s constitution. With the passage of Proposition 8, the
               state’s constitution was amended to only recognizing a marriage between one man and
               one woman, reversing the ruling of the state Supreme Court. The new law was, of course, scrutinized,
               and opponents of the proposition again used a constitutional argument to challenge
               the enactment. The question of a ban on same-sex marriage once again was brought before
               the California Supreme Court. This time, the state high court ruled that as an amendment
               the ban was constitutional. Unhappy with the ruling, two same-sex couples, one male
               and one female, filed a lawsuit in federal court challenging the state policy.
            

            
            The case Hollingsworth v. Perry was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court on 26 March 2013, with the decision released on 26 June 2013. The decision stated
               that in accordance with numerous precedents, Proposition 8 did not have legal standing
               and required the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the last federal court to uphold
               the constitutionality of the amendment, to withdraw its decision. Chief Justice John Roberts was in the majority and was joined by Justices Antonin Scalia, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, and Elena Kagan. The ruling allowed same-sex couples in California to resume getting married. See  also DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT (DOMA); DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL; LGBT.
            

         

         
         	PUERTO RICO ECONOMIC CRISES

         
         	
            A financial crisis that started on 3 August 2015 when the Puerto Rican government
               defaulted on a $58 million bond payment to the Public Finance Corporation. Prior to
               the default, Puerto Rico had a debt-to-GDP (gross domestic product) ratio of 68 percent,
               and this increased to 70 percent by the end of 2016. The potential for crisis was
               set in motion when President Bill Clinton signed legislation phasing out subsidies to the island and requiring the territorial
               government to issue bonds to cover tax shortfalls. Other contributing factors to the
               crisis were inefficiencies in government tax collection efforts and excessive salaries for government officials.
            

            
               Overview of downtown San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 2016 before the destruction caused
                     by Hurricane Maria in fall 2017. Photo taken by Rebecca Pomante.
                  

               

            

             On 28 June 2014, the governor of the commonwealth signed a law that allowed the power,
               sewer, and transportation authorities to declare bankruptcy. However, in February
               2015, a U.S. district judge voided the act because it was preempted by the U.S. Bankruptcy
               Code. The case traveled through the court system, eventually making it to the U.S.
               Supreme Court, where the ruling of the lower courts was upheld, with Sonia Sotomayor and Ruth B. Ginsburg dissenting. On 20 June 2016, President Obama signed a law creating a federal oversight
               board with the authority to negotiate restructuring of the commonwealth’s $70 billion
               debt. The Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and Economic Stability Act (PROMESA)
               allowed seven appointed members to oversee the island’s budget while allowing the
               government to enter a bankruptcy-like restructuring process. Although the government
               took the necessary steps to reduce spending and increase revenue, it continued to
               default on payments. The halting of litigation against the government, as set out
               in PROMESA, ended on 2 May 2017. Following the end of the stay, bondholders and bond
               issuers filed to sue the commonwealth for immediate and full payment of their debt.
               Reductions in spending and increased taxation have caused significant hardship on
               the citizens of Puerto Rico with the loss of jobs and investment in the island. The
               territory’s fiscal health has become even more strained following the destruction
               caused by Hurricane Maria in September 2017.
            

         

         
         	PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING

         
         	
            See ORLANDO NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING, 2016.
            

         

         
         	PUTIN, VLADIMIR (7 OCTOBER 1952–)

         
         	
            The current president of Russia. Putin has served as Russia’s 2nd and 4th president and 34th and 38th prime minister.
               He was born and raised in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg), Russia, and in 1970 he entered
               the Leningrad State University law department. The program is notably used for the
               training and recruitment of Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti (KGB) officers, the
               Russian police, and Russian bureaucrats. Prior to his graduation in 1975, Putin was
               recruited by the KGB. Over the next 15 years, Putin worked his way up through the
               KGB, eventually being promoted to lieutenant colonel and to the position of senior
               assistant to the head of the KGB.
            

            
               Russian president Vladimir Putin at the opening ceremony of the International Military-Technical
                     Forum on 16 June 2015.
                  

               

            

             In 1996, Vladimir Putin moved to Moscow with his family, where he began his life
               in politics as the deputy chief of the Presidential Property Management Directorate
               for Boris Yeltsin. By August 1999, he was promoted five times, eventually being appointed
               as prime minister of Russia. Several months later, he was informed by Boris Yeltsin
               that he (Yeltsin) would be stepping down, thus making Putin the acting president until
               the next election. He was officially elected to office on 26 March 2000 and was subsequently
               reelected on 14 March 2004. However, due to the Russian Constitution, presidents were
               limited to two consecutive terms. This stipulation did not prevent Putin from remaining
               in power; once his term limit was reached, he was appointed prime minister, once again,
               by Dmitry Medvedev, the new Russian president.
            

            
            While Medvedev was president, many believe that it was really Putin who was still
               in charge of the country. During this time, Medvedev proposed a clarification in the
               Russian Constitution to the Kremlin, stipulating that a president’s term length should
               be six years instead of four and that the clarification would go into effect following
               his term in office. Additionally, this change would reset the term limits of previous
               presidents, most specifically Putin. Following the changes, Medvedev proposed that
               Putin run for the presidency once again in 2012. On 4 March 2012, Putin won the election
               in the first round, despite the claim from the Moscow Times that ballot boxes were stuffed with votes for Putin and employers were directing
               employees on how to vote.
            

            
            During the Barack Obama administration, U.S.-Russian relations were strained and reflected
               the relationship between the two countries’ leaders. The distain between the two leaders
               caused Putin to allegedly influence the U.S. election of 2016. With Hillary Clinton serving as Obama’s first secretary of state, she had many of the same concerns about
               Putin’s motives and sincerity as President Obama. In the end, Putin publicly supported
               Donald Trump for president. After Trump won the election, the Central Intelligence Agency and
               the Federal Bureau of Investigation are reportedly certain that Russian hacking of computers took place in an effort to secure victory for Trump. Immediately following
               the election and the accusations from the U.S. intelligence community, Putin denied
               any involvement in the hacking, influencing, or coordination with the Trump campaign
               to change the outcome of the election. However, on 1 June 2017, Putin stated in an
               interview that the hacking that took place might have been due to “Russian patriots”
               acting independently of the government in Moscow. See also SYRIA.
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         	RACE TO THE TOP

         
         	
            A multibillion-dollar contest created by the U.S. Department of Education, led by
               Arne Duncan, to spur improvement in public schools in the American states. The program was funded
               under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The legislation was signed into law by President Barack Obama on 17 February 2009,
               less than a month after taking office. The Department of Education created a scoring
               system by which each of the American states was graded on specific criteria, such
               as the implementation of standards and assessments, promoting and recruiting quality
               teachers, and turning around the lowest-achieving schools in their states. Financial
               awards were then given to states with the highest scores. Although the contest was
               voluntary, many states changed their policies in a significant manner to become more
               competitive in the scoring process.
            

            
            Funds were awarded in three phases. In the first phase, only two states received funds
               from the national government, with $100 million going to Delaware and $500 million
               going to Tennessee. An application rule change was initiated for phase two, and states
               were required to appropriate their own funds, devoted to improvement in the designated
               areas, more carefully. In the second phase, nine states and Washington, D.C., were
               awarded budget dollars. In this instance, awards ranged from $75 million for Hawaii,
               Washington, D.C., and Rhode Island to $700 million for New York and Florida. The third
               phase of the state education competition entailed two parts. The first ended in December
               2011, with seven more states sharing $200 million in federal government monies. This
               part of phase 3 added an “early learning challenge,” which required states to improve
               early childhood education for at-risk students. The second part of phase three focused
               on district-level grants for local educational agencies (LEAs) or grants that went
               to specific school districts and not to state governments. These LEA awards were disbursed
               in 2012.
            

            
            The contests’ objectives included many of the same goals set forth by the George W. Bush administration’s No Child Left Behind legislation. But the Race to the Top program
               has been completely voluntary, whereas the Bush-era program was mandated by the national
               government. The obligatory nature of No Child Left Behind resulted in considerable
               pushback by LEAs, states, and interest groups. A majority of the American states participate
               in the Race to the Top contests, although several states opposed the policy changes
               that were required to effectively compete for the financial awards. See  also SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS; STUDENT LOANS.
            

         

         
         	RAHMAN, ATIYAH ABD AL (APPROXIMATELY 1970–22 AUGUST 2011)

         
         	
            A member of al-Qaeda who joined Osama bin Laden when he was a teenager to fight against the Soviets during their invasion of Afghanistan. His estimated birth year is 1970. Rahman was a close associate of bin Laden and
               quickly moved up the ranks of the al-Qaeda network. After Operation Neptune Spear, the military campaign that led to the killing of bin Laden, the U.S. Navy obtained
               evidence that Rahman was bin Laden’s longtime deputy and the operational leader of
               the terrorist organization. For instance, it was learned that he was in charge of
               disseminating bin Laden’s communiqués throughout al-Qaeda’s leadership network while
               the fugitive terrorist leader was living in Abbottabad, Pakistan.
            

            
            With the death of bin Laden in May 2011, Rahman assumed the number-two role in the
               terrorist organization, serving under new leader Ayman al-Zawahiri. Within the al-Qaeda
               network there are different cultural factions that compete for leadership positions,
               and Rahman was part of the Libyan faction. His rise to the number-two post was seen as a victory for his faction, and
               the Libyan group gained access to other top leadership positions traditionally held
               by a predominately Egyptian group, which included al-Zawahiri. Rahman’s role as second in command represented
               a shift in the cultural leadership of the terrorist network. His success, though,
               made him a prime target for U.S. intelligence and military operatives trying to destabilize
               and eliminate the organization. Rahman was killed by a drone attack in the tribal region of Waziristan, Pakistan, on 22 August 2011. His death
               represented a significant loss for his faction within the organization and simultaneously
               deprived the terrorist network of a well-connected leader who could have effectively
               stepped into a leadership role someday. See  also KASHMIRI, ILYAS (10 FEBRUARY 1964–3 JUNE 2011).
            

         

         
         	REID, HARRY (2 DECEMBER 1939–)

         
         	
            Throughout the Barack Obama administration, Reid served as both the Senate majority
               leader and the Senate minority leader. He served as the majority leader, or most powerful
               member of the U.S. Senate, from 3 January 2007 to 3 January 2015, overlapping much
               of Obama’s term in the White House. Reid has been a staunch, albeit often ineffective,
               supporter of most of President Obama’s legislative initiatives. He was born in Searchlight,
               Nevada, and received degrees from Southern Utah State College in 1959, Utah State
               University in 1961, and the George Washington School of Law in 1964. During his time
               at George Washington, Reid served as a member of the U.S. Capitol Police Force. After
               being admitted to the Nevada bar in 1963, Reid was a city attorney in Henderson, Nevada,
               from 1964 to 1966.
            

            
            In 1968, Reid ran for and won a seat in the Nevada state assembly. He left the post
               in 1970 when he won the position as state lieutenant governor as a Democrat. This
               election victory made Reid Nevada’s youngest lieutenant governor, filling the executive
               office at just 30 years of age. He stayed on as lieutenant governor until 1974, when
               he ran for an open U.S. Senate seat from Nevada. He lost this first attempt to become
               a national legislator and the following year also lost in a bid to become mayor of
               Las Vegas, the state’s largest city. Reid eventually moved on to serve on the Nevada
               Gaming Commission from 1977 to 1981, which was followed by a successful campaign for
               a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. It was in the 1986 election cycle that
               Reid first captured a seat in the Senate, and he won reelection to four additional
               six-year terms, retiring after the 114th Congress (2016–2017).
            

            
            During the 2008 presidential campaign, Reid was criticized for racially tinged comments
               he made about then-senator Barack Obama. Reid suggested that Obama could win the election
               because the country was ready for a black president, especially one that was “light
               skinned” and had “no Negro dialect.” Although he apologized publicly and then again
               privately to the president via telephone on 9 January 2010, members of the Republican Party called for Reid’s resignation as Senate leader. He did not concede the post, and
               as majority leader in the 111th Congress, President Obama’s first Congress, he spearheaded the successful effort to pass the
               Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the president’s signature health-care reform legislation.
            

            
            Reid was again in the spotlight during the 2012 presidential campaign. In this instance,
               he told the Huffington Post media outlet that he had received an anonymous tip from an individual associated
               with Bain Capital, a company that had been led by Republican candidate Mitt Romney. The leaked information was that the former Massachusetts governor did not pay any
               income taxes for a 10-year period. The controversy was fueled by Romney’s refusal to make his
               tax records public. Yet numerous media outlets, which have investigated Romney’s past,
               concurred with the former governor that the accusation was false, as did Senator John McCain (R-Arizona), who vetted Romney as a potential vice-presidential running mate in 2008.
               McCain said he had viewed Romney’s tax returns for roughly the past 20 years.
            

            
            In the midterm election of 2014, the Democrats lost control of the Senate, and Republicans became the majority party
               for the 114th Congress. The loss resulted in Reid losing his position as majority leader; however, the Democratic
               Party in the Senate elected to keep him in the party’s highest leadership position,
               and he served as minority leader. On 1 January 2015, Reid was admitted to the hospital
               for severe injuries caused by a freak accident, which occurred while he was exercising.
               A rubber exercise band snapped, resulting in a fall, and the senator fractured several
               ribs and broke bones near his right eye. Due to the incident, Reid felt he was no
               longer in sufficient health to continue to serve in Congress; therefore, on 27 March
               2015, he announced on YouTube that he would not seek reelection in the election of 2016 while endorsing Chuck Schumer to follow him as Democratic minority leader.
            

         

         
         	REPUBLICAN PARTY

         
         	
            One of two major political parties in the United States since the mid-19th century.
               The party often goes by the nickname GOP, which stands for Grand Old Party, but when
               the initials were first used in 1874, they were a reference to “this gallant old party”
               that had won the Civil War for the Union. The party was founded by antislavery activists
               in the mid-1800s in the midwestern states of Wisconsin and Michigan. Since the party’s
               beginning, there have been 19 Republican presidents, with the first being Abraham
               Lincoln, and the most recent being Donald Trump. The party’s presidential nominees during the two elections won by President Barack
               Obama were John McCain (Arizona) and Mitt Romney (Massachusetts). The party is considered to be both socially and economically more
               conservative when compared to the Democratic Party, which means members are less inclined to support government involvement in economic
               matters but are comfortable with government enforcing certain social legislation.
            

            
               A stamp containing the Republican Party’s symbol, an elephant.

               

            

            In the 111th Congress (2009–11), Obama’s first, the Republicans were the minority party in both chambers
               of Congress. However, in the 112th Congress (2011–13) following the midterm elections in 2010, the party increased its seat share in both chambers and secured a majority of seats
               in the lower house. Republican electoral success in 2010 was seen as a response to
               the legislative activism of the Barack Obama administration. In particular, the health-care
               reform legislation that passed in the 111th Congress was used by many Republicans
               as evidence of the government overstepping its bounds in economic matters. However,
               Republican success was also a product of lower voter turnout in midterm   elections. Republican Party members in the electorate are more likely to turn out to vote in
               off-year elections than Democrats. In the 2012 presidential contest, which also included
               voting for the 113th Congress (2013–15), voter turnout was again higher, and the Democratic Party picked up seats
               in both chambers, but the Republicans maintained majority control of the House of
               Representatives. Following the 113th Congress, in the midterm election of 2014, the Republican Party won control of both chambers. This was the first time during
               the Obama administration that Republicans held majority control of both legislative
               chambers. During the 114th Congress, the House Republicans lost faith in Speaker John Boehner (Ohio), causing him to step down, with Paul Ryan (Wisconsin) ascending to the position of Speaker. See  also BACHMANN, MICHELE (6 APRIL 1956–); BIRTHER; CHENEY, DICK (30 JANUARY 1941–); CRAPO, MICHAEL (20 MAY 1951–); FOX NEWS; GINGRICH, NEWTON “NEWT” (17 JUNE 1943–); GRIDLOCK; MCCAIN, JOHN (29 AUGUST 1936–); NORQUIST, GROVER (19 OCTOBER 1956–); PALIN, SARAH (11 FEBRUARY 1964–); TEA PARTY; TRUMP, DONALD (14 JUNE 1946–).
            

         

         
         	RETURNING HEROES TAX CREDIT

         
         	
            An amendment to the country’s tax code proposed by President Barack Obama, which became law as part of the V.O.W. to Hire Heroes Act  in November 2011. With this initiative the president challenged the private sector
               to hire veterans returning from the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. Passage of the legislation contributed greatly to the goals of the Joining Forces initiative, which is headed by First Lady Michelle Obama and Second Lady Jill Biden and seeks to create educational and employment opportunities for military families.
               Specifically, with the new legislation, employers receive a credit of 40 percent on
               the first $6,000 of wages ($2,400) paid to a veteran who had been unemployed for a
               minimum of four weeks. If the veteran had been unemployed for more than six months,
               the employer receives a 40 percent credit on the first $14,000 in wages, or a reduction
               in the taxes they need to pay of $5,600. See  also VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT; WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT.
            

         

         
         	RICE, SUSAN (17 NOVEMBER 1964–)

         
         	
            The ambassador to the United Nations (UN) during the first Barack Obama administration and the head of the National Security
               Council in the second Obama administration. Rice was born and raised in Washington,
               D.C., and received a B.A. in history from Stanford University in 1986. She went on
               to earn an M.A. and Ph.D. in international relations from New College, Oxford, in
               1988 and 1990 as a Rhodes Scholar. Three years after receiving her doctorate, she
               began work as the director for international organizations and peacekeeping on the
               National Security Council staff in the Bill Clinton administration. In 1995, she was selected by President Clinton to serve as a special
               assistant to the president and the senior director for African Affairs at the National
               Security Council. In 1997, she was promoted yet again and served as the U.S. assistant
               secretary of state for African affairs, where she stayed until the end of President
               Clinton’s time in office. From 2002 to 2009, she accepted a senior fellow position
               at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C., where she worked as a foreign policy
               analyst.
            

            
            Rice was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on 22 January 2009 to serve the Obama
               administration as the U.S. permanent representative to the UN, or the country’s ambassador
               to that international organization. Rice became the second-youngest individual and
               the first African American woman to represent the United States at the UN. Her work at the UN sought to advance U.S.
               interests, universal values, and human rights, as well as to strengthen the world’s
               common security. While fulfilling her duties, Rice helped to negotiate and implement
               stiff UN sanctions against Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea  for their failure to be transparent about their nuclear technology intentions, and
               in the case of North Korea for detonating nuclear devices. In addition, from her position
               with the UN, Rice along with Samantha Power of the National Security Council and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton worked to overcome opposition within the Obama administration to intervene in the
               civil war in Libya.
            

            
             Ambassador Rice gained national attention and heavy scrutiny from Congress following
               an attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, that occurred on 11 September 2012, the 11th anniversary of the attacks on
               New York’s World Trade Center and the Pentagon in 2001. Several days after the attack,
               Rice made a number of media appearances and reported that the attack had “began spontaneously,”
               which was later found to be inaccurate. These statements drew heavy criticism from
               Republican members of Congress, who charged that she was trying to cover up the mistakes
               the administration had made by not protecting the consulate and State Department employees.
               The administration’s position was that there was no attempt to mislead and that Rice
               was using the best available intelligence that had been received regarding the attack.
            

            
             Around the time of the Benghazi fallout, Rice was considered a top contender to replace
               Secretary of State Hillary Clinton after she made the decision to step down at the
               beginning of Obama’s second term as president. However, due to the Benghazi misstatements
               and the relentless criticism coming from the Republican Party in Congress, she withdrew her name from consideration. In July 2013, National Security
               Adviser Thomas E. Donilon stepped down from his post, and Rice became his replacement.
               Fallout from the Benghazi affair was mitigated because the national security adviser
               position did not require Senate confirmation. During her time as national security
               adviser, Rice worked closely with Secretary of State John Kerry, traveling to Israel and helping to negotiate the Iran Nuclear Agreement. She served in the foreign policy adviser role until the end of Obama’s second term,
               20 January 2017.
            

         

         
         	RICHARDSON, BILL (15 NOVEMBER 1947–)

         
         	
            A Democratic Party primary opponent of Barack Obama in the 2008 presidential election cycle whom Obama considered for the position of secretary of state once he secured
               the presidency. Richardson was born in Pasadena, California, but spent his early childhood
               years in Mexico City, Mexico. He and his family immigrated to New Mexico in the United
               States when he was eight years old. He received a B.A. from Tufts University outside
               of Boston, Massachusetts, in 1970 and went on to receive an M.A. from Tufts’s Fletcher
               School of Law and Diplomacy in 1971. In 1978, he moved back to New Mexico and made
               his first run for the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat in 1980, which he
               lost. Then in 1982, in the newly created 3rd congressional district in New Mexico,
               Richardson ran and won. He served in the lower chamber of the national legislature
               until he resigned on 13 February 1997 to become the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations in the Bill Clinton administration. Eighteen months into his ambassadorship, Richardson was tapped by
               President Clinton to be the secretary of energy, and he held that position until the
               end of Clinton’s time in office. In 2002, Richardson ran for governor of New Mexico
               and won. He was governor for two terms, serving until 2011.
            

            
            It was during his time as governor of New Mexico that Richardson made an unsuccessful
               bid for the Democratic presidential nomination against Barack Obama in 2008. He dropped
               out of the primary race on 10 January 2008 after a dismal showing in the first primary
               and caucus contests. Although he served in the Clinton administration, Richardson
               refused to endorse Hillary Clinton over Barack Obama in the party nomination contest. Late in the campaign, Richardson
               ended up endorsing Obama over the wife of his former boss and, after Obama was elected,
               there was considerable speculation that Richardson would be given the position of
               secretary of state. Instead, he was tapped to become the leader of the Commerce Department.
               Richardson withdrew his name for the nomination, however, when there was an investigation
               into allegations of corruption during the early part of his first term as governor.
               Since completing his second term as governor in 2011, Richardson has worked with several
               for-profit and nonprofit international policy agencies, and he has served as a senior
               fellow for Latin America at Rice University’s James A. Baker III Institute for Public
               Policy in Houston, Texas.
            

         

         
         	ROBERTS, JOHN G. (27 JANUARY 1955–)

         
         	
            The chief justice of the Supreme Court during the Barack Obama administration. Roberts was born in Buffalo, New York, and
               in 1976 received an A.B. from Harvard University and a J.D. from Harvard Law School  in 1979. Roberts started his career as a law clerk for Judge Henry J. Friendly of
               the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Then, from 1981 until 1982, he worked
               as a special assistant to the attorney general in the U.S. Department of Justice.
               During the Ronald Reagan administration, Roberts served as associate counsel in the
               White House. From 1986 to 1989, and then again from 1993 to 2003, Roberts practiced
               law in the nation’s capital. During the gap, he was principal deputy solicitor general
               in the U.S. Department of Justice for the George H. W. Bush administration. In summer
               2005, he was appointed by President George W. Bush and was confirmed by the Senate to become the 17th chief justice of the U.S. Supreme
               Court.
            

            
            On 20 January 2009, Chief Justice Roberts swore in Senator Obama as the 44th president
               of the United States. However, there was a misstep in the administration of the oath.
               The chief justice accidently misplaced the word “faithfully” in the oath, which did
               not correspond with the wording in the U.S. Constitution. The chief justice’s stumble,
               in turn, caused the president-elect to slip up, and the ceremony was unsettling. In
               order to correctly swear in the new president, Roberts readministered the oath on
               21 January 2009 at the White House. The original ceremony took place on the steps
               of the Capitol building, which houses the legislative branch of government.
            

            
            Known as a conservative justice, Roberts surprised the country with his decision on
               the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare. He was the only conservative on the Court to support the constitutionality of the
               legislation, which resulted in a 5–4 decision to uphold the law. Roberts received
               considerable criticism from conservative commentators and media pundits. Legal arguments
               against the act suggested that the legislation was unconstitutional under the commerce
               clause because Congress cannot compel individuals into commerce but can only regulate
               it. In addition, opponents of the law argued that it is not within Congress’s constitutional
               authority to withhold federal funds from states that refuse to participate in the
               Medicaid program expansion the legislation was requiring. Indeed, this second legal
               argument did win out, and today states have retained the ability to abstain from the
               provisions of the reform dealing with the Medicaid program without penalty. However,
               the bulk of the law, including the mandate that individuals who can afford health
               insurance must purchase insurance, was upheld. The controversial mandate was upheld
               on the constitutional basis of the government’s ability to tax. Enforcement of the mandate is done through tax penalties.
            

            
            Constitutional arguments aside, some believe that Roberts sided with the majority
               for political reasons. There has been considerable speculation that the Court’s institutional
               standing weighed on Roberts’s decision. If the Court had struck down the law along
               straight party/ideological lines, the reputation of the Court would be undermined,
               perhaps damaging the Court’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public. When justices cross
               over and support or reject an appeal in an unpredictable manner, this creates the
               impression that the decision is being made strictly on the basis of legal merit and
               that politics are divorced from the process. Arguably, Roberts did not want to be
               the chief justice presiding over a court that was acting in a perfectly predictable
               partisan manner. See  also AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE; PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 2009.
            

         

         
         	ROMER, CHRISTINA (25 DECEMBER 1958–)

         
         	
            A chief economic adviser to President Barack Obama since the 2008 election campaign.
               Romer was born in Alton, Illinois, and graduated with a B.A. from the College of William
               & Mary in 1981. She went on to earn a Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute
               of Technology in 1985. From 1985 to 1988, she was an assistant professor at Princeton
               University and then moved to the University of California–Berkeley in 1988, where
               she was promoted to full professor in 1993.
            

            
            During the general election in 2008, Romer and several other economists were advisers to Barack Obama’s presidential
               campaign, devising the policy prescriptions they hoped would lead the country out
               of the Great Recession. Then, after the successful election, she and her fellow economists made very specific
               recommendations to President-Elect Obama that would become a blueprint for the economic
               stimulus legislation known as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The legislation passed very early in Obama’s first term. Romer initially calculated
               that a $1.8 trillion package of government spending would be required to fix the production
               gap created by the recession; however, the final version of the report used as the
               basis for the successful legislative initiative recommended a stimulus of $500 to
               $900 billion. Approximately $792 billion was actually spent.
            

            
            In the 2008 postelection period, Obama announced that he had chosen Romer to head
               the White House Council of Economic Advisers. She accepted the nomination and began
               serving on 29 January 2009. During her time as an adviser to Obama, Romer coauthored
               a research paper with her husband, fellow economist and Berkeley professor David Romer,
               in June 2010, which suggested that certain tax hikes damage the economy by shrinking gross domestic product. This paper was used by Republican Speaker John Boehner (Ohio) on the House floor to drum up opposition to Obama’s proposed tax increases
               and support for extending the George W. Bush–era tax cuts. There has been speculation that this event may have prompted Romer’s
               decision to resign her post on 3 September 2010 and return to Berkeley.
            

         

         
         	ROMNEY, WILLARD MITT (12 MARCH 1947–)

         
         	
            The Republican Party nominee in the 2012 presidential election who faced off against President Barack Obama when he was running for reelection.
               Romney was born and raised in metro Detroit, Michigan, and was the youngest of four
               children. When he reached the seventh grade, his parents transferred him to the prestigious
               private Cranbrook School. In 1962, Mitt’s father, George W. Romney, resigned as chair
               and president of the American Motors Corporation and ran a successful campaign to
               become governor of Michigan. Mitt Romney actively assisted his father’s campaign and
               later worked as an intern for his father in the state governor’s office.
            

            
               Mitt Romney at a campaign rally in his home state of Michigan on 19 June 2012.

               

            

            In 1965, Romney attended Stanford University for one year, but he left to partake
               in a 30-month campaign as a Mormon missionary in France. Upon his return to the United
               States, he enrolled at Brigham Young University, where he reconnected with his high
               school girlfriend, Ann Lois Davies, whom he married in 1969. While at Brigham Young
               he earned a B.A., completing his studies in 1971. Shortly after graduation, his father
               convinced him that a law degree would be useful for his future career in business.
               In 1972, Romney began working on a joint J.D. and M.B.A. degree at Harvard Law School and Harvard Business School, graduating in 1975. Several years after finishing his
               degrees, he was hired by Bain & Company, but he eventually left the company to cofound
               a spinoff private equity investment firm, Bain Capital. The Boston, Massachusetts,
               business was very profitable, and throughout the growth of the company, Romney held
               the titles of president, managing general partner, managing director, and chief economic
               officer.
            

            
            With encouragement from his wife, Ann, Mitt Romney changed his party affiliation in
               October 1993 from Independent to the Republican Party and then ran in the 1994 U.S.
               Senate election challenging Massachusetts Democratic senator Ted Kennedy. Throughout
               the campaign, Romney ran as a moderate Washington outsider who would bring change
               to the nation’s capital. Having the ability to raise large funds for the campaign
               from business associates and his own personal wealth, Romney put up a tough fight
               against Kennedy, losing with the election election percentage of any of Kennedy’s
               reelection opponents. After the loss, he returned to running Bain Capital.
            

            
            In 1998, the Salt Lake City Organizing Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic Winter
               Games of 2002 was running into significant financial and ethical problems. Revenue
               goals were falling short, and allegations of bribery, leveled against top officials,
               were running rampant. In February 1999, the committee hired Romney to straighten things
               out. His Mormon religious background provided him with many connections in the Salt
               Lake City business community, and he performed well. Acting as the president and chief
               economic officer (CEO) for the 2002 Winter Games, Romney was able to put the Games’
               financial house in order and stop any impressions of impropriety.
            

            
            For all intents and purposes, the 2002 Winter Olympics were a success, ending up with
               a budget surplus of $100 million, even after increasing security due to the 11 September
               2001 terrorist attacks. Notably, federal government funds helped to close the $379
               million deficit the Games had when Romney took over as president and CEO. He donated
               his $1.4 million dollar salary to charity and gave $1 million of his own money to
               the Olympic fund. In all, he coordinated a total of $100 million in private donations
               from local businesses. Romney used this experience to bolster his credentials for
               public office, showing he could work with federal, state, and local government entities.
            

            
            Following the 2002 Winter Olympics, with his new public persona, Romney announced
               he would be seeking the 2002 Republican nomination to become governor of Massachusetts.
               He once again ran as a political outsider and stressed that he was “not a partisan
               Republican” and that he “is [a] moderate” whose “views are progressive.” It was important
               that he label himself a moderate Republican, given that the state of Massachusetts
               leans heavily Democrat. This strategy won him the 2003 election with 50 percent of
               the vote, compared to 45 percent for the Democratic Party challenger. The election, however, also brought in large Democratic Party majorities
               in both chambers of the Massachusetts state legislature, which meant Romney would
               be forced to govern from the middle if he wished to be successful.
            

            
            Upon assuming the governor’s office, Romney was faced with a state budget deficit
               of nearly $1.5 billion, which he was able to close before leaving office. He managed
               to balance the state budget through increased revenue in the form of new service fees
               and shutting down a myriad of corporate tax  loopholes. He also worked with both chambers of the state legislature and Democrat
               Ted Kennedy to create a state-mandated health-care plan. The law, advocated for and
               signed by Governor Romney, created a government mandate for individuals without insurance
               to purchase health insurance or be subject to a tax penalty. The program was the supporting
               framework for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act or “Obamacare” passed by the 111th Congress (2009–11) and the Obama administration. Romney finished his term as governor on 4
               January 2007.
            

            
            Less than two months after leaving the governor’s office, Romney announced he would
               be seeking the 2008 Republican Party nomination to become president of the United
               States. He once again painted himself as a political outsider and stressed his experience
               in business, the coordination of the 2002 Winter Olympics, and his successes as governor.
               During the Republican Party primary campaign in 2008, doubts about Romney from some
               Republicans began to surface when it was pointed out that he had been shifting his
               political positions to best align with certain voting blocs and even certain public
               audiences. He eventually dropped out of the 2008 party competition, and Senator John McCain (Arizona) was the winner. The McCain campaign vetted Romney for the vice-president
               position on the Republican ticket but ultimately decided on Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska.
            

            
            In 2011, Romney launched another run for the Republican nomination for president.
               The Republican field for the 2012 election was deep, including other notable candidates
               such as Michele Bachmann, Rick Perry, Herman Cain, Rick Santorum, Ron Paul, and Newt Gingrich, the former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives. Romney was considered by
               many, however, to be the odds-on favorite. Hence, his Republican challengers picked
               up on the liabilities expressed about Romney in the 2008 campaign and exploited them.
               Throughout the process, each of the Republican candidates mentioned above took turns
               airing concerns about Romney’s moderate views, his flip-flopping, and the implementation
               of his state health-care reforms, which involved government involvement in the private
               health-care system that most Republicans favored. During the hotly contested primary,
               many different candidates received time in the spotlight as a “frontrunner” as media
               outlets pored over polling data in an attempt to figure out who would win. In the
               end, it was Romney who clinched a majority of Republican delegates at the party’s
               national convention. Specifically, it was his win in the Texas primary on 29 May 2012
               that put him over the top. Two weeks prior to the convention, Romney announced Wisconsin
               representative Paul Ryan as his vice-presidential running mate.
            

            
            Polls during the general election campaign routinely showed a close race between Romney
               and President Barack Obama. In the first presidential election debate that took place
               on 3 October, Romney outperformed Obama, and there was considerable speculation that
               Romney might have a chance to unseat the incumbent president. Obama improved dramatically
               in the following two debates, and when it came to Election Day, 6 November, Romney
               was projected the loser at 11:14 in the evening Eastern Standard Time (EST). He won
               only 206 Electoral College votes, compared to 332 for Obama. Two-hundred seventy votes are required to win the presidency.
               In the nationwide popular vote, Romney garnered 47 percent support compared to Obama’s
               51 percent. Romney gave his concession speech at 12:55 in the very early morning on
               7 November 2012. In 2013, Romney returned to work for a private equity business, taking
               a position with Solamere Capital, a company owned by his son Tag Romney.
            

            
            During the election of 2016, Mitt Romney continually criticized Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump, calling him “a phony” and “a fraud.” However, approximately two weeks following
               the election, Trump met with Romney to mend fences and to discuss the possibility
               of him serving as secretary of state in the Trump administration. Romney was eventually
               passed over for the position and was never offered a position in the administration.
               Prior to Trump’s announcement that the United States would be pulling out of the Paris Agreement, Mitt Romney lobbied the president through a tweet, stating that the United States
               should remain in the agreement because it would allow America to remain the global
               leader in the development of new clean energy technologies.
            

         

         
         	RUSSIA

         
         	
            A country in the Northern Hemisphere extending from continental Europe through North
               Asia to the North Pacific Ocean. The country occupies an area approximately 1.8 times
               that of the United States (including Alaska). Russia was the largest of the 15 republics
               that made up the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). In December 1991,
               Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev attempted to modernize communist rule by creating
               a more open society, but the reforms resulted in the breakup of the USSR into 15 independent
               nation-states. Today, Russia is characterized as a centralized, semiauthoritarian
               state, where the government seeks to legitimize its rule through managed national
               elections, populist appeals by the president, and economic growth.
            

            
            Relations between modern Russia and the United States were largely amiable for the
               first decade after the breakup of the former USSR, but under President George W. Bush  they became strained because of the American president’s aggressive foreign policy posture. Upon election as chief executive, Barack Obama promised better bilateral
               relations, and the first meeting between Obama and Russian president Dmitry Medvedev
               at the 2009 G20 summit in London was positive. The two leaders promised a “fresh start”
               to bilateral relations.
            

            
            Though the relationship between the United States and Russia was improving at the
               beginning of the Obama administration, several events unfolded to compromise friendly
               relations. Initially, actions taken by North Korea strained the relationship. The renegade nation, on the northern half of the Korean
               Peninsula, has had strong diplomatic ties to Russia since the 1950s. In the intervening
               years, the United States has been highly critical of North Korea’s pursuit and testing
               of nuclear weapons while Russia has been more tolerant of this activity. However,
               after a test by North Korea in March 2009, Russia and China agreed to support new sanctions. Defiance in North Korea grew in response to the
               sanctions, resulting in additional nuclear tests throughout the Obama administration.
               At that time, the United States moved battleships and aircraft carriers near the Korean
               Peninsula and conducted military training exercises with South Korea in response to
               the testing. Russia often condemned the exercises and demanded that the United States
               stop maneuvers that were taking place very close to Russian territorial waters.
            

            
            In other bilateral developments, in March 2010 President Obama came under heavy criticism
               by domestic partisan opponents when he was caught on an open microphone telling President
               Medvedev that he would have more flexibility in relation to the new Strategic Arms
               Reduction Treaty (START) after the 2012 election. Partisan opponents of the president
               felt that his comments were indications that he inappropriately allows electioneering
               and political maneuvering to affect U.S. foreign policy. The new START was signed
               by Russia and the United States on 24 March 2010. Specifically, the agreement required
               a reduction of each country’s nuclear stockpiles to 1,500 warheads.
            

            
            More recently, U.S. and Russian relations have been complicated by the Syrian conflict and by the efforts of Edward Snowden, the former U.S. National Security Agency employee who sought asylum in Russia after
               he released national security documents that revealed the extent of U.S. foreign and
               domestic spying operations. In the first instance, Russia has been a loyal supporter
               of the al-Assad government in Syria to the consternation of the majority of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) countries and members of the United Nations Security Council. Relations improved appreciably, however, when the two large nation-states
               were able to negotiate the destruction of Syria’s chemical weapons capabilities. Concerning
               the latter issue, Snowden has been given a series of one-year visas to live legally
               in Russia. The Obama administration consistently asked Russian authorities to extradite
               the fugitive/former government employee, but at the end of Obama’s term, Snowden had
               not been released to the United States for prosecution.
            

            
            Following the 2014 Olympic Games held in Sochi, Russia, the Russian Federation invaded
               and annexed Crimea, Ukraine, on 18 March 2014. The annexation of Crimea caused many
               Baltic members of NATO to worry about a future invasion of Russia, prompting them
               to increase their military capabilities. The Obama administration condemned the Russian
               action and subsequently imposed sanctions on Russian and Crimean individuals involved
               in the invasion. However, no U.S. military action was ever taken. The new sanctions
               are believed to have irritated Russian president Vladimir Putin to the point that
               he orchestrated cyberattacks on the United States in retaliation and as a way to influence the 2016 presidential
               election. The Russian hacks produced e-mail documents that were released to WikiLeaks at precise times in the election campaign to divert media attention away from the
               missteps of the Donald Trump campaign. Immediately following the election of Trump, reports indicated that numerous
               individuals associated with the campaign had questionable interactions with Russia.
               In May 2017, a special counsel, headed by Robert Mueller, was appointed to investigate the extent of collusion between the Trump campaign
               and Russia in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. See  also FOREIGN POLICY, EUROPE.
            

         

         
         	RUSSIAN HACKS

         
         	
            At the end of the election of 2016, the U.S. intelligence community reported that the Russian government was behind
               hacking attempts to influence the outcome of the presidential contest. “Hacking” is
               the process of using a computer to gain unauthorized access to data in a system. To
               prevent hacking, many companies and nations employ cybersecurity. In October 2016, Barack Obama administration officials announced they were “confident”
               that it was Russia who hacked the Democratic National Committee and other organizations
               within the Democratic Party. The information gained from the hacking resulted in the release of thousands of
               e-mails with potentially damaging information about the Democratic Party and Democratic
               presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. Following the outcome of the election, the Central Intelligence Agency made public
               its assessment, which found that Russian hacking was done to secure Donald Trump the presidency. Up to this point, both Trump and President Vladimir Putin had denied that any hacking had taken place in an attempt to help Trump win the election.
               However, on 1 June 2017, Putin stated in an interview that the hacking of the U.S.
               election was done by patriotic Russians, not associated with the Russian government.
            

            
            During the week of 19 June 2017, reports surfaced that President Obama knew a great
               deal about the Russian attempts to influence the 2016 election. Reports indicate that
               Obama knew Putin had ordered the Russian attempts to influence the election and that
               Obama in turn ordered Putin to stop on 5 September 2016 at the G20 summit in China. During the election, the Obama administration considered its response options to
               the election meddling very carefully because it did not want to be viewed as trying
               to influence the election in a partisan manner, especially since Donald Trump had
               already been claiming that the “election was rigged.” Following reports that the Obama
               administration knew about Russians working to influence the election in Donald Trump’s
               favor, Trump finally acknowledged the meddling of Putin and criticized Obama in a
               tweet on 26 June 2017.
            

         

         
         	RYAN, JACK (6 OCTOBER 1959–)

         
         	
            Barack Obama’s Republican Party opponent in the 2004 Illinois U.S. Senate race. Ryan was born and raised in Wilmette,
               Illinois, and graduated with a B.A. from Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire,
               and went on to earn a graduate degree from the Harvard Business School as well as
               a J.D. from Harvard Law School. He eventually went to work for Goldman Sachs, a full-service global investment bank,
               working his way up to become a partner in the firm.
            

            
            During the 2004 Illinois Senate campaign, in an unorthodox and ethically questionable
               move, Ryan had campaign aide Justin Warfel follow Barack Obama’s campaign and video
               the Democratic Party candidate’s movements with the intention to try and capture possible indiscretions
               by Obama on videotape. But rather than unraveling potential support for Obama, reports
               of his campaign tactics caused Ryan to lose public favor. The race was still shaping
               up to be very close before Ryan was forced to drop out. It turns out Ryan had gone
               through a contested divorce, and court records, exposed during the campaign, contained
               allegations from his first wife that he had expressed a desire to have sex in public
               among other sundry transgressions. The Republican Party went for nearly a month without
               a candidate in the race before deciding to run Alan Keyes, who was not roundly popular
               even among Republicans. Obama won the Senate seat with 70 percent of the statewide
               vote.
            

         

         
         	RYAN, PAUL (29 JANUARY 1970–)

         
         	
            The Republican Party vice-presidential candidate, with Mitt Romney, who ran against Barack Obama and Joe Biden in the 2012 presidential election. Ryan has since served as the 54th Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives.
               Ryan was born and raised in Janesville, Wisconsin, and graduated from Joseph A. Craig
               High School and later earned a B.A. from Miami University in Ohio. After college,
               Ryan went to work as an adviser to former U.S. Senator Robert “Bob” Kasten (R-Wisconsin)
               and then joined the conservative public policy advocacy organization Empower America
               (now Freedom Works), cofounded by former representative Jack Kemp (R-New York). Ryan
               also worked as a speechwriter for Kemp. Ryan’s first foray into elected politics occurred
               at just 28 years of age, when he ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives
               from Wisconsin’s 1st congressional district in 1998. He won on his first attempt and
               has won reelection to 10 additional two-year terms.
            

            
               Congressman Paul Ryan addresses the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC)
                     on 6 March 2014.
                  

               

            

            In 2008, serving as the ranking minority member on the House Budget Committee, Ryan
               introduced the “Roadmap for America’s Future,” which was his plan to dramatically
               lower government spending. Two years later, he gained the attention of Tea Party sympathizers, as well as major right-wing media pundits, and renamed his plan the
               “Path to Prosperity.” With his notoriety growing, President Obama consulted with Ryan
               on budget matters and included him in talks with former Clinton administration official
               Erskine Bowles and former Republican senator Alan Simpson (Wyoming) that were intended
               to develop a bipartisan deficit reduction plan. Ryan was part of the group whose proposals
               have been widely considered an appropriate balanced approach to deficit reduction.
               Subsequently, Ryan tried to distance himself from the commission’s recommendations.
            

            
            On 11 August 2012, Mitt Romney chose Ryan as his running mate for vice-presidential candidate for the presidential
               election of 2012. Ryan simultaneously sought reelection to his House seat from the state of Wisconsin.
               He lost the bid for the White House with Romney but won reelection to the House and
               served as the chair of the House Budget Committee in the 113th Congress from 3 January 2015 to 29 October 2015. Ryan was also a senior member of the House
               Ways and Means Committee, which is charged with making changes to tax policy.
            

            
            In September 2015, the Republican Party informed Speaker John Boehner that they no longer had confidence in him to lead the party. Therefore, on 25 September,
               Boehner announced that he would step down as Speaker and would resign from Congress.
               This announcement left the leadership position open, with very few individuals with
               the qualities to lead the party and even fewer willing to accept the position. On
               8 October 2015, Republicans attempted to recruit Ryan for the position of Speaker.
               At first Ryan was unwilling to take the position, stating that it was not something
               that he wanted to do because of family concerns. However, with continuous pressure
               he relented, and on 22 October 2015, with the support from the Tea Party faction in
               Congress known as the Freedom Caucus, Ryan confirmed that he would seek the House
               leadership position. One week later, Ryan was elected Speaker with 236 votes, making
               him the youngest House Speaker since James G. Blaine in 1869.
            

            
            Although Ryan was considered one of the only individuals able to unite the factions
               within the Republican Party, his first attempt, under President Donald Trump, was a failure. Since the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, most Republicans had been campaigning for repealing and replacing the legislation.
               However, when the first real opportunity came to repeal Obamacare, Ryan was unable to garner support from the Freedom Caucus, causing him to cancel
               a floor vote on the legislation.
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         	SALAZAR, KENNETH L. (2 MARCH 1955–)

         
         	
            Secretary of the interior during Barack Obama’s first term as president. Salazar was
               born and raised in Alamosa, Colorado, and received a B.A. in political science from
               Colorado College in 1977 and later earned a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law
               School in 1981. Starting in 1986, he served as chief legal counsel to the governor
               of Colorado for four years. In 1990, Salazar moved on and became the executive director
               for the Colorado Department of Natural Resources until 1994. From 1999 to 2004, he
               served as Colorado state’s attorney general. In 2004, he ran against Republican Pete Coors and won a U.S. Senate seat from Colorado. Salazar’s win as a Democrat was somewhat unexpected, given that the state of Colorado leaned Republican at the
               time. Today, the state is considered more of a toss-up in terms of partisan leanings.
               Arguably Salazar’s electoral success in Colorado paved the way for other Democrats
               to enter into state leadership positions.
            

            
            Salazar held the Senate seat until he was confirmed as secretary of the interior in
               the Obama administration in January 2009. The Department of the Interior is charged
               with managing public lands and the country’s natural resources among other matters.
               During Salazar’s time as head of the Interior Ministry, the department led the Obama
               administration’s response to the British Petroleum (BP) Gulf oil spill in April 2010. Many felt that Salazar did not perform well in the aftermath of this
               man-made disaster, as oil continued to gush into the ocean for a considerable period
               of time after the oil rig explosion. In addition, Salazar was asked to administer
               a six-month moratorium on offshore oil drilling, which brought heavy criticism from
               the Republican Party, whose position was that the suspension of drilling was an overreaction
               that could cost jobs and economic progress. In all, Salazar had several missteps in
               his handling of the BP oil spill, which reflected poorly on the Obama administration.
               Republicans have effectively used his overall performance in office to paint a negative
               picture of the Department of the Interior during Obama’s first term. On 16 January
               2013, Salazar announced that he would resign his position in March 2013, but his resignation
               was delayed due to the Senate’s slow confirmation of his successor, Sally Jewell. See also BLACK ELK ENERGY CO; GULF OIL RIG EXPLOSIONS.
            

         

         
         	SAN BERNARDINO SHOOTING, 2015

         
         	
            A mass shooting/terrorist attack that took place on 2 December 2015 at a Christmas party for the
               San Bernardino County Department of Public Health where 14 people were killed and
               22 others were seriously injured. The husband and wife responsible for the attack
               were “homegrown violent extremists” inspired by terrorist groups such as ISIS and ISIL. Following the shooting, the couple fled the scene in a rented vehicle. Several hours
               after the event, police located the assailants and pursued them, eventually killing
               both suspects in a shootout. At the time, the attack was the deadliest mass shooting
               in the United States since the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012 and the deadliest attack carried out by terrorists since 11 September 2001,
               until the Orlando nightclub shooting at Pulse nightclub on 12 June 2016.
            

            
             Within hours of the attack, President Barack Obama condemned the shooting and noted
               how the United States has a pattern of mass shootings “that has no parallel anywhere
               else in the world.” Once again, he called for gun control reforms at every level of government in an effort to make these attacks as rare as
               possible. President Obama went on to explain that suspects on the terror watch list
               are not allowed to fly on commercial planes, but current law allowed them to walk
               into any store that sells guns and purchase anything they want, suggesting that Congress
               should start changing that law. However, no action was ever taken by majority Republicans in Congress.
            

         

         
         	SANDERS, BERNARD “BERNIE” (8 SEPTEMBER 1941–)

         
         	
            The Independent junior senator from Vermont and a 2016 Democratic Party primary challenger to Hillary Clinton. Sanders was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, and graduated from the University
               of Chicago in 1964. Starting in 1972, Sanders launched a series of unsuccessful bids
               as an Independent candidate for the U.S. Senate (1972 and 1974), as well as governor
               of Vermont (1972, 1976, and 1986). Finally, in 1981, he was elected to his first political
               office as mayor of Burlington—the most populous city in the state of Vermont. He was
               reelected as mayor three times and served as the city’s chief executive until 1989.
               Nearing the end of his time as mayor, Sanders launched one more unsuccessful bid to
               run for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1988.
            

            
               U.S. senator Bernie Sanders addresses his supporters at a campaign rally in Bedford,
                     New Hampshire, on 22 January 2016.
                  

               

            

             In 1990, Sanders became successful in his bid to serve in the national legislature
               when he won Vermont’s at-large House seat for the 102nd Congress. He continued to
               win reelection and serve in the U.S. House until he was elected as an Independent
               to the U.S. Senate in 2006. He began serving in the Senate on 3 January 2007 and was
               reelected in 2012, with his term ending 3 January 2019. As an Independent, Sanders
               has chosen to caucus with the Democratic Party in Congress for the purpose of gaining
               seniority and committee assignments. In the 113th Congress, majority Democrats chose
               Sanders to chair the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
            

            
             Sanders has often referred to himself as a democratic socialist, indicating that
               he prefers more progressive policies than the Democratic Party. His notoriety began
               in 2010 when he filibustered against the Middle-Class Tax Relief Act of 2010, which
               extended the George W. Bush   tax cuts for wealthy Americans. During his time as Senator, his reputation has been built
               upon strong progressive positions on the topics of campaign finance reform, climate
               change, income inequality, LGBT rights, and universal health care. He has also been a vocal critic of mass surveillance
               programs, such as the programs exposed by Edward Snowden and programs created as part of the USA Patriot Act.
            

            
            Over the eight years that Barack Obama served as president, Sanders was generally
               supportive of the president’s policies. However, as an Independent, the senator opposed
               the president’s positions more frequently than the majority of Democratic senators.
               In 2015, Sanders opposed the president 17.5 percent of the time, most often suggesting
               that the president was not pursuing sufficiently progressive policies. One such policy
               that Sanders flatly rejected was the Trans-Pacific Partnership, calling it “disastrous” for the American worker. During Sanders’s 2016 presidential
               campaign, he came under harsh criticism for his previous statements in 2011 that suggested
               President Obama had been “weak” in his negotiations with Republicans during his first term and needed a primary opponent in the 2012 election in order to steer him back to the left.
            

            
             On 30 April 2015, Sanders announced his campaign for the Democratic presidential
               nomination. With Hillary Clinton being the presumed nominee, Sanders was the only
               serious contender in the Democratic primary process. Throughout the primary elections,
               Sanders was the only Democratic candidate consistently predicted by polling organizations
               to beat the leading Republican candidate, Donald Trump. Despite losing important states throughout the primary season, Sanders continued
               to run throughout the entire primary period. At the time of the Democratic National
               Convention, he had obtained 1,865 delegate votes, compared to the 2,842 for Hillary
               Clinton.
            

            
             During the election of 2016, individuals from Russia hacked the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and provided the e-mails to WikiLeaks. On 22 July 2016, WikiLeaks released the e-mails, which raised questions about the
               neutrality of the DNC during the primary election season. The e-mails demonstrated
               a clear bias of preference for Clinton on policies, debate schedules, and debate questions.
               Sanders was able to overcome the unfair practices and developed a loyal fan base,
               committed to his “political revolution.” Upon the election of Donald Trump as president,
               Sanders has continued to rally his supporters and has held numerous political events
               with Thomas Perez, the new chair of the DNC, and many Democratic supporters are encouraging and hoping
               that Sanders runs for president again in 2020.
            

         

         
         	SANDY HOOK SCHOOL SHOOTING, 2012

         
         	
            See NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT, MASS SHOOTING, 2012.
            

         

         
         	SCALIA, ANTONIN (11 MARCH 1936–13 FEBRUARY 2016)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court during the Barack Obama presidency who was noted for his conservative views and votes.
               The justice’s political positions made him an adversary of the Obama administration
               and a contrarian on many of the president’s legislative initiatives. Scalia was born
               in Trenton, New Jersey, and raised in Queens, New York. He received a joint undergraduate
               degree from Georgetown University and the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. He
               went on to earn a J.D. from Harvard Law School. After graduation, Scalia practiced law in Cleveland from 1961 to 1967, when he moved
               into academia. He was a professor of law at the University of Virginia from 1967 to
               1971, at the University of Chicago from 1977 to 1982, and spent some time as a visiting
               professor at Georgetown University and Stanford University. From 1971 to 1977, he
               served in a variety of federal positions, including general counsel to the Office
               of Telecommunications Policy, chair of the Administrative Conference of the United
               States, and assistant attorney general for the Office of Legal Counsel. Between 1981
               and 1982, he served as the chair of the American Bar Association’s administrative
               law section. Then, in 1982, he was appointed to be a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals
               for the District of Columbia. Four years later, President Ronald Reagan nominated
               him as a Supreme Court justice. He was confirmed by the Senate and took his seat on
               26 September 1986.
            

            
            Scalia saw himself as an “originalist,” believing cases should be interpreted in relation
               to the spirit of the Constitution as intended by its authors at the time it was written.
               However, he deviated from this position at times when it served his conservative ideals.
               For instance, many of his legal arguments see a limited role for the national government
               when it comes to the regulation of business, but a more intrusive national government
               is deemed acceptable when it comes to certain matters regarding civil liberties. In
               2009, Scalia was in the majority in the Citizen United v. Federal Election Commission case that allows unlimited independent spending in election campaigns. This ruling
               drew criticism from President Obama in his 2010 State of the Union address. Then, in 2012, Scalia was in the minority in the ruling on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which upheld an insurance mandate enforced through the U.S. tax code.
            

            
            On 13 February 2016, Scalia unexpectedly passed away while sleeping. His passing spurred
               immediate grandstanding and political statements from Republican legislators, including Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. Within one hour of the announcement of Scalia’s death, McConnell announced that
               the Senate would not confirm a replacement to the Supreme Court while President Obama
               was in the White House. Regardless, the president performed his constitutional duty
               and nominated Merrick Garland to fill Scalia’s seat. Majority Leader McConnell made good on his promise, and there
               was never any Senate consideration of the nominee. Instead, eleven days after his
               inauguration, President Donald Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch to fill Scalia’s seat that had been vacant for over 11 months.
               Using the nuclear option, or a change in Senate rules that did away with the opportunity to filibuster, the
               Republican-controlled Senate confirmed Gorsuch with a 54–45 vote.
            

         

         
         	SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS

         
         	
            In December 2010, President Barack Obama signed the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act,
               which simultaneously reauthorized and updated National School Lunch Program guidelines.
               The act earmarked $4.5 billion in funds to bring school lunches to needy children
               and provide dietary guidelines. This was the first update of the program in 15 years.
               The reforms were aimed at improving the overall health of children by providing more
               nutritious meals and fighting childhood obesity and related diseases. The program
               cut calories, saturated fat, and the amount of sodium in public school lunches. First
               Lady Michelle Obama was active in helping set the new nutrition standards as part of her Let’s Move Campaign.
            

            
               Elementary school children standing in line at a school cafeteria.

               

            

            The regulations went into effect on 1 July 2012. The new requirements set a calorie
               maximum for students by grade level. Specifically, students in kindergarten through
               the fifth grade were allowed a maximum of 650 calories per lunch. For grades six through
               eight, the limit was 700 calories, and for grades nine through 12 the limit was 850
               calories. The reforms also included reducing sodium in public school lunches gradually,
               with mandatory benchmarks at two, five, and ten years out from the 2012–13 school
               year.
            

            
            The new guidelines drew heavy criticism from conservative commentators who saw the
               initiative as government interference. In these critiques, it was common for the commentators
               to suggest that the program was applicable to all students. Fox News even showed a video made by a group of students and teachers who were complaining
               that the new guidelines kept them hungry and tired because they were not getting enough
               to eat. In actuality, the program only applies to students who receive lunches through
               the government’s school lunch program.
            

            
            Following the election of Donald Trump, the new president and his secretary of agriculture Sonny Perdue began to roll back
               the guidelines of the program. On 1 May 2017, the United States Department of Agriculture
               (USDA) announced that it will be taking “all necessary regulatory actions to implement
               a long-term solution.” While the new administration seeks to undo the legislation,
               it has issued exemptions to schools through the 2017–18 school year for meeting the
               guideline of replacing all grains with whole-grain-rich products and reducing the
               levels of sodium in food. On 11 May 2017 in an interview, Michelle Obama criticized
               Trump’s push to undo her healthy school lunch program saying, “Think about why someone
               is okay with your kids eating crap,” continuing to say that kids should not be asked
               what they want to eat, because if they had their way, they would eat pizza, french
               fries, ice cream, and drink soda every day until they got sick. See also WHITE HOUSE VEGETABLE GARDEN.
            

         

         
         	SEBELIUS, KATHLEEN (15 MAY 1948–)

         
         	
            The secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services during the first six
               years of the Barack Obama administration. Sebelius was born and raised in Cincinnati,
               Ohio, and earned a B.A. from Trinity Washington University and an M.B.A. from the
               University of Kansas. From 1987 to 1995, she served as a member of the Kansas state
               house of representatives. Then she became the Kansas insurance commissioner in 1995,
               a position she held until she took her seat as governor of Kansas in 2003. Sebelius
               was the first daughter of a governor to become one herself; her father, John J. Gilligan,
               served as governor of Ohio from 1971 to 1975.
            

            
            Sebelius successfully won reelection to the Kansas governor’s post in 2006 and was
               set to finish out her second term when President Obama tapped her as his nominee for
               the position of secretary of health and human services in March 2009. He knew her
               from considering her as a possible running mate, or vice-presidential candidate, in
               the 2008 presidential race. The Senate confirmed Sebelius to the cabinet post on 28
               April 2009 with a vote of 65–31, and she was sworn in the same day.
            

            
            Sebelius was considered a pragmatic leader of the department that deals with a myriad
               of health-care-related topics. In December 2011, she changed a Food and Drug Administration
               policy and inserted an age restriction for access to the “morning after pill” intended
               to prevent pregnancy. President Obama supported her decision. Subsequently, however,
               a federal trial court judge ruled the age restriction an unnecessary government intrusion
               into the lives of young women, and the age restriction was removed. As part of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Sebelius worked diligently on implementing the reforms included in the legislation.
               Some of the major provisions she dealt with include the adoption of electronic medical
               records and increasing the number of primary health-care providers.
            

            
            As the serving secretary of health and human services, Sebelius was named as the defendant
               in the Affordable Health-Care Act Supreme Court case. Solicitor General Donald Verrilli represented Sebelius and the national government’s position. Ultimately, the Supreme
               Court ruled in favor of the national government, indicating that the individual mandate
               is constitutional under the government’s ability to tax. On 11 April 2014, Sebelius announced that she would be stepping down from her position
               as secretary. Following her announcement, President Obama announced Sylvia Mathews Burwell to serve as her successor. Upon leaving her position, Sebelius started her own business,
               Sebelius Resources LLC, which provides strategic advice to corporations, nonprofits,
               and higher education institutions on topics including health and health care, public
               service, and executive leadership.
            

         

         
         	SECRET SERVICE

         
         	
            A U.S. federal law enforcement agency and part of the Department of Homeland Security.
               The agency is most noted for its protection of the president, the First Family, past
               presidents, the vice-president, presidential candidates, and visiting heads of state.
               However, the agency also investigates financial crimes such as the counterfeiting
               of U.S. currency.
            

            
               Following a scaling of the White House fence, the Secret Service erected additional
                     fencing around the property. Photo taken by Rebecca Pomante.
                  

               

            

            During the Barack Obama administration the Secret Service received public and media
               scrutiny. Particularly in April 2012, there was a scandal involving President Obama’s
               security detail. Eleven agents, who were supposed to be protecting the president during
               a visit to the Summit of the Americas taking place in Cartagena, Colombia, went on
               a drinking binge and picked up several prostitutes. Attention to the misbehavior came
               about when one of the agents refused to pay the prostitute their agreed-upon price,
               which caused a public scene. By May 2012, numerous Secret Service agents and two supervisors
               lost their jobs as a result of the scandal. The incident prompted an internal investigation
               by the Secret Service and a second investigation by the inspector general’s office
               in the Department of Justice. Although the Secret Service director claimed during
               congressional testimony that this behavior “is not part of our culture,” the inspector
               general’s report indicated otherwise. Previous meetings between agents, prostitutes,
               and strippers were discovered in the investigation by the government watchdog agency.
               In response, on 27 March 2013, President Obama appointed Julia Pierson to become the next director of the Secret Service. As the new director, she was tasked
               with changing the culture and improving the image of the organization, which suffered
               following the prostitution scandal.
            

            
            After the scandal, the Secret Service implemented new rules for the agency. New policies
               prohibit agents, while on duty, from visiting “nonreputable establishments” and from
               consuming alcohol less than 10 hours before reporting to work. Additionally, Secret
               Service agents were told that having foreign nationals other than hotel staff or mission
               counterparts in their hotel rooms was not permissible. Other new procedures included
               the requirement of two General Service–15 senior supervisors to accompany agents on
               certain types of overseas missions. The fact that Secret Service employees are subject
               to all U.S. laws, whether working domestically or internationally, was also reinforced
               in internal policy manuals.
            

            
            Yet issues with the operations of the organization continued to plague the Secret
               Service. On 19 September 2014, an Iraq War veteran with posttraumatic stress disorder climbed over the White House fence and
               entered the building’s front door in an effort to inform the president that the “atmosphere
               was collapsing.” The president and his family were not home at the residence at the
               time of the breach, but the unauthorized entry of an individual was seen as a major
               failure of the Secret Service and its protection of the president. This failure resulted
               in the resignation of Julia Pierson. Joseph Clancy was appointed as Pierson’s successor,
               but he resigned shortly after Donald Trump took office. The issue of intrusions continued into the Trump administration. On
               12 March 2017, a man with a backpack filled with two cans of mace and a letter for
               the president jumped the fence and navigated the White House lawn before being approached
               by a Secret Service officer. Although President Trump stated that he appreciates the
               work of the Secret Service, such lapses in security continue to garner public scrutiny
               of the agency.
            

         

         
         	SENATOR OBAMA, ILLINOIS

         
         	
            Barack Obama served in the Illinois state senate from 1997 until 2004. The state senate
               is the upper chamber of the Illinois General Assembly and is composed of 59 members.
               On 19 September 1995, Obama officially announced he was running for the vacant seat
               in Illinois’s 13th senate district. The seat had been held by Alice Palmer, who decided
               to leave the post in order to run for a position in the U.S. House of Representatives.
               After Palmer lost the battle to become the Democratic Party nominee for the national legislative seat, she wanted her state senate seat back.
               Her attempt to push Obama out as the Democratic nominee for the state office was met
               with a legal challenge. Specifically, Obama challenged the means by which Palmer had
               gained access to the state primary ballot. He won the legal challenge and ultimately
               ran uncontested in the March 1996 party competition.
            

            
            Obama, the attorney and part-time law professor, went on to compete in the general
               election for the state senate seat against two candidates in November and defeated
               David Whitehead of the Washington Party and Rosette Caldwell Peyton of the Republican Party. He won the election, in a heavily Democratic-leaning district, with over 82 percent
               of the votes cast. Obama went on to win two more terms in the state senate in 1998
               and 2002, but he resigned the seat in 2004 after he won election to the U.S. Senate.
               The reason Obama had to run for reelection in 1998, after only two years in the state
               legislature, is because in the state of Illinois, senate terms are construed so that
               each senator has one two-year term each decade to go with two four-year terms, assuming
               they are reelected. So Obama completed his first two-year term, a second four-year
               term, and part of a third term, which would have also been for four years.
            

            
            During his time in the state senate, a total of eight years, Obama was quite productive.
               He successfully sponsored two pieces of legislation that regulated campaign financing.
               The first was a ban on gifts from lobbyists to lawmakers, and the second was a new
               regulation on the personal use of campaign contributions. In addition, he successfully
               sponsored legislation that addressed children’s health-care issues and helped to create
               a plan to provide equal health-care access for all residents of the state of Illinois,
               similar to a program that exists in the state of Massachusetts. Perhaps his most notable
               legislative achievement was a state mandate to videotape all interrogations in potential
               death penalty cases. With this particular initiative, the future president was forced
               to seek the aid of police organizations and compromise with Republican lawmakers,
               suggesting competence in navigating a fractured legislative environment. However,
               it must be noted that Obama’s state legislative successes, not unlike his success
               in his first two years as president, were aided by unified party government, with
               the legislative and executive branches both controlled by the Democratic Party.
            

         

         
         	SENATOR OBAMA, UNITED STATES

         
         	
            President Barack Obama served as a Democratic Party U.S. senator from Illinois from early 2005 until late in 2008. He was first sworn
               into the 109th Congress (2005–07) and continued his service in the 110th Congress
               (2007–09). Obama took the oath of Senate office in 2005, as administered by Vice President
               Dick Cheney acting as president of the Senate. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois), the senior senator from the state of Illinois, ushered Obama during
               the ceremony. William H. Frist (R-Tennessee) was the Senate majority leader in the
               109th Congress when Obama first took office. In contemporary times, the majority leader
               of the Senate is considered the upper chamber’s most powerful member. Frist was replaced
               as majority leader by Harry M. Reid (D-Nevada) in the 110th Congress when the Democratic Party obtained a majority of
               the seats following the 2006 midterm elections.
            

            
            In January 2005, when Barack Obama began his term as senator, he was the only African
               American in the Senate and the only member of the Congressional Black Caucus from the upper chamber. In the 109th Congress, he held assignments on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the Environment and Public Works Committee, and the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. In 2007, during the 110th Congress, Obama transitioned to the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, as well as the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. He also became the chair of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee
               on European Affairs, while maintaining his position on the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.
            

            
            During his time in the Senate, Barack Obama developed friendships with Democrats and
               Republicans in the chamber. In particular, he befriended the senior senator from Hawaii, Democrat
               Daniel K. Inouye, and fellow first-term senator Republican Tom Coburn (Oklahoma). He also reached across the aisle and cosponsored legislation on the topic
               of immigration reform with John McCain (R-Arizona), his eventual opponent in the 2008 presidential election. Obama successfully
               cosponsored legislation with Richard Lugar (R-Indiana) to reduce conventional weapons
               stockpiles and with Coburn on transparency in government contracting. On 16 November
               2008 Obama resigned his Senate seat after winning the election to become the 44th
               president of the United States.
            

         

         
         	SEQUESTER

         
         	
            Automatic cuts to the U.S. annual budget that would take place should Congress not
               reach a compromise on reducing the federal deficit. These cuts are the result of congressional
               Democrats and Republicans failing to reach an agreement on how to reduce the federal deficit. Democrats wanted
               to reduce the shortfall in a balanced manner, where there would be a reduction of
               some federal spending, as well as an increase in taxes on the wealthiest Americans. Republicans, on the other hand, would not agree to any
               tax increase and wanted to reduce the deficit through decreased spending only.
            

            
            In 2011, in an effort to increase the debt ceiling, members of Congress passed legislation that stipulated that if they could not determine
               how to reduce the national deficit by $4 trillion, automatic cuts would be made to
               the budget beginning 1 January 2013. As the deadline approached, which contributed
               to fiscal cliff scenarios involving potential severe macroeconomic consequences, lawmakers agreed
               to extend the deadline to 1 March 2013. Under the sequester rules, reductions in federal
               spending were set to continue annually through 2021. Spending cuts are divided evenly
               between defense and nondefense categories, with only Social Security, Medicaid, federal
               pensions, and veterans’ benefits exempt.
            

            
            Prior to the 1 March 2013 deadline, both parties were appealing to the public, urging
               them to contact their representatives and ask them to come up with a solution in order
               to prevent the automatic cuts. Each party touted the other’s refusal to compromise
               and explained that such abrupt cuts would cause harm to the U.S. economy. Without a solution, $85 billion in cuts went into effect on 1 March. The sequester
               automatically cut 7.9 percent of defense spending, 5.3 percent of domestic discretionary
               spending, 2 percent of Medicare, and 5.8 percent of spending in all other areas of
               government activity. Many Americans did not feel the effects of the spending cuts
               immediately and questioned whether the government truly needed the money that had
               been cut. As time progressed, however, more people were impacted, with some federal
               employees being forced to take furloughs and others in the private sector who do business
               with the national government feeling the pinch because the government was no longer
               purchasing goods and services at the rate it once did.
            

            
            In an effort to decrease the effects of the sequester, Congress passed the Bipartisan
               Budget Act of 2013, which changed the sequestration caps for fiscal years 2014 and
               2015. The bill reduced the required spending cuts by $45 billion for 2014 and by $18
               billion for 2015. President Obama signed the legislation into law on 26 December 2013.
               Following the passage of the act, sequestration normalized, with no members of Congress
               attempting to change the amounts required to be cut from government spending. The
               inaction of members of Congress to change sequestration continued throughout the rest
               of the Obama administration and into the Donald Trump administration.
            

         

         
         	SHALE GAS

         
         	
            Natural gas found in shale rock formations. Since the start of the 21st century, gas
               extracted from shale rock has become an important source of natural gas for U.S. consumers,
               and near the end of the Obama administration, natural gas producers in the United
               States were exporting the commodity in significant quantities. The gas is extruded
               from the ground through a process known as fracking. The technique uses water mixed
               with sand and chemicals and injected at high pressure into a hole bored in the ground
               to create small fractures which release the gas. The amount of natural gas provided
               by shale fracking has increased from 1 percent of all natural gas production in 2000
               to around two-thirds of all gas production at the end of the Obama administration
               in 2017.
            

            
            Notably, there are grave environmental concerns associated with the chemicals that are used in fracking, which some argue
               contaminate water supplies. An article in Scientific American published in 2016 found unequivocally that fracking had contaminated drinking water
               in Wyoming. President Obama, for his part, consistently championed a decentralized
               approach to the development of alternative energy sources and consequently embraced
               the development of natural gas from shale, which created a boon to the local economies
               where extraction facilities have been set up. Natural gas use is associated with less
               greenhouse gas emissions than burning either coal or oil, but it is not as environmentally
               friendly as wind or solar power. See also CLIMATE CHANGE; GREEN-COLLAR JOBS; KEYSTONE PIPELINE; PARIS AGREEMENT.
            

         

         
         	SHELBY COUNTY V. HOLDER

         
         	
            A landmark Supreme Court case regarding two provisions included in the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The legality
               of Section 4(b) and Section 5 were being challenged by Shelby County, Alabama. Section
               5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 requires any state or district that is identified
               by the national government as having a history of discriminatory voting policies and
               practices to acquire preclearance from the national government prior to making any
               changes to voting laws. The formula that the national government uses to determine
               if a state or district has a history of discrimination in voting is laid out in Section
               4(b) of the act.
            

            
             In a 5–4 decision released on 25 June 2013, the Supreme Court ruled that Section
               4(b) is no longer constitutional because the formula is based on data that is over
               40 years old and is no longer responsive to current needs. The Court only struck down
               Section 4(b), leaving in place Section 5. However, without the formula laid out in
               Section 4(b), Section 5 cannot be enforced unless Congress passes a new coverage formula.
               Passage of a new coverage formula is highly unlikely because, following the ruling
               in this case, Republican Party–controlled state legislatures have been passing highly restrictive voting policies,
               such as voter ID laws, which primarily work to disenfranchise minority voters.
            

            
             On the same day as the release of the ruling from the Supreme Court, President Barack
               Obama released a statement regarding the ruling of the Court through the Office of
               the Press Secretary. In the statement, the president noted his disappointment with
               the Court and its decision because in its ruling it clearly recognized that “voting
               discrimination still exists.” He then went on to call for action by Congress to pass
               new legislation so that Section 5 could be reinstated. As with all of the other calls
               to act by the president during the 113th Congress, the Republican Party majority in the House of Representatives worked to block any
               action.
            

         

         
         	SHINSEKI, ERIC K. (28 NOVEMBER 1942–)

         
         	
            The secretary for veterans affairs during the Obama administration. Shinseki was born and raised in Kauai, Hawaii, and
               received a B.S. from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and an M.A. in English
               from Duke University, and he is a graduate of the National War College in the nation’s
               capital. Upon graduation from West Point in June 1965, he was commissioned as a second
               lieutenant, attached to the 25th Infantry Division from Hawaii, and sent on his first
               tour of duty in the Vietnam War. Throughout the early years of his career, he was
               deployed to Vietnam twice and commanded multiple squadrons, cavalries, and divisions
               for the army. Shinseki received two Purple Hearts for injuries sustained in combat
               during his tours. More recently, he led the army in Operation Enduring Freedom, the
               official name used by the U.S. government for the Afghanistan War. In 2003, Shinseki retired from active duty.
            

            
            Early in December 2008, then-president-elect Barack Obama announced that Shinseki would be his nominee to become the secretary of veterans
               affairs (VA), a cabinet-level position. Shinseki was unanimously confirmed by the
               Senate on 20 January 2009 and sworn in the following day. Once he had taken over the
               VA, veterans witnessed improvements in medical care, as well as decreased waiting
               times for resolution of medical claims. Under his leadership, there was also substantial
               progress in lowering veteran unemployment rates, which are often above the national average. Shinseki publicly acknowledged
               the assistance he received in lowering the unemployment rate from the Joining Forces initiative, headed by First Lady Michelle Obama and Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden.
            

            
            In May 2014, a scandal involving the Veterans Health Administration broke, resulting
               in Shinseki resigning his position. During Shinseki’s time as secretary, it was determined
               that veterans were not receiving timely care and that false records were being created
               to cover up the problem. The scandal was somewhat ironic because by independent accounts
               things had been improving under Shinseki’s leadership. On 30 May 2014, President Obama
               accepted his resignation and he was replaced by Robert “Bob” McDonald. See also VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT; V.O.W. TO HIRE HEROES ACT; WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT.
            

         

         
         	SIGNING STATEMENTS

         
         	
            A written directive issued by the president of the United States when signing a bill
               into law. These directives typically offer a criticism of specific provisions or work
               to clarify an interpretation of a provision within the new law. Some consider their
               origin to go back at least to the time of President James Monroe, who delivered them
               as messages or questions to Congress in an attempt to clarify legislative intent.
               The practice of issuing signing statements has been subject to debate since at least
               the Reagan administration and continues today. In particular, when presidents issue
               signing statements that undermine the legitimacy of the new law, this is seen as a
               violation of the separation of powers doctrine, which holds that Congress is the lawmaking
               body.
            

            
            On 9 March 2009, President Barack Obama circulated a Memorandum on Presidential Signing
               Statements. In part, his objective was to allay fears that he might aggressively use
               the practice in the same manner that President George W. Bush had. President Bush was known for his aggressive use of signing statements to circumvent
               the intentions of some new legislative initiatives. In the Obama memo, he addressed
               the issue of how signing statements might be abused by the president. He noted that
               such statements should not be used to disregard statutory intent on the basis of policy
               disagreement but could be used when there is a well-founded constitutional objection.
               In the conclusion to the memo, Obama directed all executive branch departments and
               agencies to seek the advice of Attorney General Eric Holder before relying on any signing statements issued by previous administrations as a
               basis for policy implementation decisions. Two days later, he issued his own first
               signing statement on the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009. During the president’s
               two terms in office, he issued only 37 signing statements, far fewer than the 162
               that George W. Bush issued in his two terms in office. See also EXECUTIVE AGREEMENTS; EXECUTIVE ORDERS; EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE.
            

         

         
         	SNOWDEN, EDWARD (21 JUNE 1983–)

         
         	
            The second American, during the Obama administration, to use his security clearance
               to obtain and release classified government documents to the public. The other was
               Bradley Manning. Snowden was born in Elizabeth City, North Carolina, and raised in Wilmington, North
               Carolina, until the age of 16. He was a precocious young man and highly literate in
               computer science. However, he failed to graduate from high school but eventually received
               the equivalence of a high school diploma by taking a test at a community college.
               In 2004, he enlisted in the United States Army Reserve to work in the Special Forces
               division. Four months later he was discharged due to a serious injury sustained during
               training. Upon his release from the army, Snowden worked for the National Security
               Agency (NSA) as a security guard. With his advanced knowledge of computers, he eventually
               became an information technologist for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 2007.
               Two years later he left the CIA and gained employment with a private contracting company
               and began work at an NSA facility located on a U.S. military base in Japan. Then he
               was employed by a different private contractor at an NSA facility in Hawaii. During
               these years he collected the classified information that he ultimately released to
               the public.
            

            
            After asking for a medical leave of absence from his job, Snowden left for Hong Kong
               on 20 May 2013, and on 5 June 2013, the United Kingdom’s Guardian newspaper released the secret documents he had leaked to them. The following day,
               the Guardian and the Washington Times released more information Snowden had leaked regarding an NSA program that allows
               real-time information collection on American citizens. Subsequently, more information
               was released that provided details on the extent to which the U.S. government was
               spying and collecting information on many of its closest diplomatic allies around
               the world. On 14 June 2013, the U.S. government charged Snowden with theft of government
               property, unauthorized communication of national defense information, and willful
               communication of classified intelligence with an unauthorized person. Snowden has
               been trying to evade capture by the U.S. intelligence community, and in late July
               2013, his Russian lawyer announced he would seek temporary asylum in Russia and apply for Russian citizenship. Upon his arrival, the Russian government provided
               Snowden a temporary visa, and he had reportedly accepted employment from a computer
               software firm in Russia.
            

            
            In the final days of the Obama administration, Michael Morell, Obama’s first CIA director,
               suggested that Russia should extradite Snowden back to the United States as a “gift”
               to incoming president Donald Trump. The statement drew harsh criticism from the Russian Foreign Ministry, along with
               the additional information that Snowden’s visa had been extended until 2020. Although
               the statement was originally dismissed by the Russian government and Vladimir Putin, reports surfaced on 10 February 2017 that Russia is considering turning Snowden
               over to the United States to “curry favor” with the new Trump administration. As of
               December 2017, there has been no action on the turning of Snowden over to U.S. officials.
            

            
            Information released by Snowden included details about the U.S. program that collects
               data on one billion cell phone calls daily, both domestic and international. The U.S.
               government states that this program only collects the phone numbers of the individual
               making the call and the individual receiving the call, as well as the duration of
               the call, in an attempt to track suspicious individuals. See also ASSANGE, JULIAN (3 JULY 1971–); FOREIGN POLICY, EUROPE; WIKILEAKS.
            

         

         
         	SOLIS, HILDA L. (20 OCTOBER 1957–)

         
         	
            The secretary of labor during President Barack Obama’s first term in office. Solis
               was born and raised in Los Angeles, California, and earned a B.A. in political science
               from California State Polytechnic University in 1979 and an M.B.A. from the University
               of Southern California in 1981. During graduate school, she worked for the Jimmy Carter administration in the White House Office of Hispanic Affairs and then transitioned
               to the Office of Management and Budget in the Ronald Reagan administration.
            

            
            In 1992, Solis was backed by Los Angeles County supervisor Gloria Molina for the California
               Assembly’s 57th district seat. She ran for and won with 61 percent of the votes cast.
               Two years later, an open seat in the state senate district where Solis resided occurred
               when the incumbent left to pursue another elected office. Solis seized the opportunity
               and won the vacated seat, garnering 63 percent of the vote. This win made her the
               first Latina ever elected to the California state senate. During her time in the state
               upper chamber, Solis chaired the Industrial Relations Committee, which dealt with
               labor issues. In this capacity she successfully championed an increase in the state’s
               minimum wage.
            

            
            Solis served in the state senate for six years, and then in 2000 she ran for a U.S.
               House seat in California’s 32nd congressional district. In the heavily Democratic-leaning
               constituency, the real challenge would be the Democratic Party primary. Solis defeated the nine-term incumbent Matthew Martinez for the party nomination
               and ran uncontested in the general election. Solis served in the U.S. House through
               the 109th Congress (2007–09). Near the end of her tenure in the national legislature,
               she became an instrumental player in the 2008 Democratic Party primary contest for
               president. All candidates in the race wanted Solis’s endorsement as a means of attracting
               Hispanic voter support.
            

            
            Initially, Solis avidly supported Hillary Clinton to become the party nominee in the 2008 election. When Clinton lost the nomination
               to Senator Barack Obama, Solis was aggressively courted by Obama in an effort to shore
               up his support in the Hispanic community and to encourage Hispanic voter turnout in
               the general election. Solis came through for the future president, spending a considerable
               amount of time and energy on the campaign. Arguably, her support was instrumental
               in Obama choosing her for the position of secretary of labor. Solis was confirmed
               by the Senate on 24 February 2009, and she was sworn in later that same evening.
            

            
            As the head of the Department of Labor, Solis shored up the enforcement capacity of
               the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, the country’s watchdog on issues
               of workplace safety. In addition, during her tenure as labor secretary, the country’s
               job safety regulations were more forcefully enforced and wage and hour violators in
               the private sector were more actively pursued. These enforcement measures made her
               unpopular with business interest groups, who viewed her aggressive enforcement as
               government overstepping its bounds. Solis also used her legislative experience in
               the environmental policy realm to help create green-collar jobs, or jobs promoting a more sustainable environment, for traditionally marginalized
               workers. Solis, however, and perhaps because of her unwavering liberal credentials,
               never became a part of Obama’s inner circle of advisers. She left her post as secretary
               of labor in January 2013. Upon leaving her post, Solis moved back to Los Angeles in
               order to reconnect with her community and family.
            

            
            In April 2014, Solis announced a campaign for a Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
               seat. The position is seen as one of the most powerful positions in California politics;
               only the governor, U.S. senators, and the mayor of Los Angeles are seen as more powerful.
               By 3 June 2014, the day of the election, Solis had raised over $600,000 for her campaign
               and was seen as the favorite to win. When the results were released the next day,
               it was learned she had won outright with 70 percent of the vote, against two challengers.
               At the end of the Obama administration, Solis was still serving the county of Los
               Angeles in this capacity. See also LABOR UNIONS.
            

         

         
         	SOLYNDRA

         
         	
            A now-defunct manufacturing company that designed and produced solar photovoltaic
               systems, or solar panels. Its headquarters was in Fremont, California. The company
               was touted by President Barack Obama for its technological advances in solar energy
               and its production of green-collar jobs. During his State of the Union address in 2010, and again after a visit to the company’s facilities on 25 May 2010, Obama
               hyped the company’s innovative approach to solar energy. Importantly, in 2009, as
               part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Solyndra received a $535 million loan guarantee from the U.S. Department of Energy
               to expand its operations.
            

            
               Solar panels made up of solar cells, similar to those produced by Solyndra.

               

            

            On 31 August 2011, the company announced that it was filing Chapter 11 bankruptcy,
               laying off 1,100 employees, and stopping all operations. Eight days later, Solyndra
               was raided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. By the end of September, government
               officials had confirmed that the firm misrepresented the company’s finances and engaged
               in accounting fraud. Eventually, Energy Secretary Steven Chu admitted to making the final decision to allow the company to receive the half-billion-dollar
               loan from the government and failing to follow appropriate protocol. Yet Obama opponents
               were quick to blame the president. They pointed out his miscalculation regarding the
               legitimacy of the company, and the waste of federal tax dollars involved, as evidence of his incompetence as president.
            

         

         
         	SOTOMAYOR, SONIA M. (25 JUNE 1954–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court and the first nominee to the high court made by President Barack Obama. Sotomayor
               was born and raised in the Bronx, New York, and graduated summa cum laude in 1976
               with a B.A. in history from Princeton University. She went on to earn a J.D. from
               Yale University Law School in 1979. After graduation, she served as an assistant district
               attorney in the New York County district attorney’s office until 1984. At that time,
               she entered private practice and worked her way up to become a partner at Pavia &
               Harcourt, a multifaceted law firm that handles everything from immigration legal matters
               to corporate banking concerns. Sotomayor left the law firm in 1992 after George H.
               W. Bush nominated her to the U.S. District Court for the New York Southern District,
               where she served until 1998 when she was promoted by President Bill Clinton to fill a seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Then, in 2009,
               President Obama nominated her as an associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court to
               take the position being vacated by David Souter who was retiring.
            

            
            The nomination of Sotomayor on 26 March 2009 brought harsh criticism from conservative
               commentators, due in large part to a remark she repeated in speeches delivered while
               serving as a lower-court federal judge. Specifically, she was criticized for suggesting
               that a “wise Latina” may be better equipped to make judgments than an “old white man,”
               lacking a similar perspective. These comments led Rush Limbaugh and Newt Gingrich to label Sotomayor a “racist.” In an effort to rein in the reactions to Sotomayor’s
               public comments, White House press secretary Robert Gibbs stated that her word choice in her speeches had been “poor” but noted she had first
               been nominated for a position in the federal judiciary by Republican George H. W.
               Bush.
            

            
            In confirmation hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sotomayor clarified
               her remarks. She expressed that the spirit of her remark was not to offend any specific
               group based on race or gender. But instead the remark was simply calling attention
               to the fact that important gender and sexual discrimination cases had been decided
               by Supreme Court justices who were white and male. Moreover, she argued in the committee
               hearing that adding necessarily different perspectives to the Court, by appointing
               justices with different life experiences, may provide more balanced decision making.
               In the end, Sotomayor’s confirmation was rocky, but her nomination passed the Senate
               by a vote of 68–31 on 6 August 2009. Chief Justice John Roberts swore Sotomayor in as the first Hispanic justice on 8 August 2009.
            

            
            One of the first cases that Sotomayor heard was Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, which resulted in the majority upholding the rights of corporations and labor unions to spend unlimited amounts of independent expenditures in election campaigns. In
               the decision, Sotomayor joined the dissenters: Justices John Stevens, Stephen Breyer, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. In two other high-profile cases important to the Obama administration, Sotomayor
               was in the majority. In Arizona et al. v. United States, the high court struck down multiple aspects of Arizona’s restrictive immigration law. She also voted with the majority in the case involving the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act when the Court ruled that the health-care mandate was constitutional because of Congress’s
               right to lay and collect taxes. On 20 January 2013, Sotomayor administered her first oath of office with the swearing
               in of Joe Biden as vice president of the United States. In a high-profile dissenting opinion during
               the second Obama administration, Sotomayor chastised the rogue conduct by police officers
               who take a “shoot first, think later approach to policing.” See also OBERGEFELL V. HODGES; POLICE SHOOTINGS; PUERTO RICO ECONOMIC CRISES; WOMEN.
            

         

         
         	SOUTER, DAVID H. (17 SEPTEMBER 1939–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the Supreme Court when Barack Obama first became president. Souter was born and raised in Melrose,
               Massachusetts, until the age of 11 when his family moved to New Hampshire. He received
               an A.B. from Harvard University. He then went on to earn an M.A. from Magdalen College
               at Oxford University, where he was a Rhodes Scholar for two years. He returned to
               Harvard University Law School to earn a J.D., finishing in 1966. Upon completion of his education, Souter went
               into private practice for two years until he became an assistant attorney general
               for the state of New Hampshire. After two years, Souter became the state deputy attorney
               general in 1971. Then in 1976, he became the attorney general of New Hampshire, the
               state’s chief legal authority. By 1978, he had been appointed to be a judge on the
               Superior Court of New Hampshire, a statewide trial court, and then a justice on the
               state supreme court in 1983. President George H. W. Bush appointed Souter to the U.S.
               Court of Appeals for the First Circuit in May 1990, and then to the U.S. Supreme Court
               in October of the same year.
            

            
            Souter retired from the U.S. Supreme Court on 29 June 2009, just six months into Barack
               Obama’s first term as president. This gave the new president a unique opportunity
               to move the Court in a more liberal direction. Although Souter often ruled in opposition
               to the Court’s more conservative members, he was appointed by a Republican president, and his ideological predisposition was somewhat unpredictable. Obama replaced
               Souter with Sonia Sotomayor. Some liberal observers were disappointed because Sotomayor had also first joined
               the federal judiciary as a George H. W. Bush appointee. But being able to replace
               Souter did allow Barack Obama an opportunity to appoint the first Latin American associate
               justice, a move that has been valued by many liberal Americans. Due to his retirement
               early in the first Obama administration, Souter did not hear any of the high-profile
               cases that took place during the Obama presidency dealing with campaign financing,
               immigration, Obamacare, or gay marriage.
            

         

         
         	STANDING ROCK INDIAN RESERVATION, NORTH DAKOTA

         
         	
            The sixth-largest Native American reservation in the United States, located in North
               and South Dakota, occupied by the Hunkpapa Lakota, Sihasapa Lakota, and Yanktonai
               Dakota. The reservation gained the national spotlight when it was determined that
               a new portion of the Dakota Access Pipeline, which carries shale oil from Canada to refineries in the United States, would be
               rerouted through land considered sacred by the Native American groups. On 1 April
               2016, an elder member of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe and her grandchildren established
               the Sacred Stone Camp in an effort to protest the placement of the pipeline. Protest
               of the building of the pipeline continued to build throughout the spring of 2016,
               with many indigenous individuals from throughout the United States joining in the
               protests. By September 2016, it was reported that there were more than 300 federally
               recognized Native American tribes represented, with an additional 3,000 to 4,000 individual
               resistance supporters, protesting the construction of the pipeline. The campaign is
               believed to be the largest gathering of Native Americans in the past 100 years. In
               addition to the protests, the tribes filed injunctions through legal channels to stop
               the construction. However, as the legal bans worked their way through court, the company
               constructing the pipeline attempted to continue working, so in an effort to once again
               stop progress, people locked themselves to heavy machinery at the construction site
               in an act of civil disobedience.
            

            
               Support for the Standing Rock protestors spread internationally, with demonstrations
                     in Toronto, Canada, on 5 November 2016.
                  

               

            

             Prior to the protests, on 24 July 2014, President Barack Obama visited the Standing
               Rock Indian Reservation in an effort to highlight his administration’s efforts to
               improve government and tribal relations. This visit was the first visit by a sitting
               president to an Indian reservation since Bill Clinton’s in 1999, and only the third presidential visit in history to any reservation.
            

            
             In response to the protests, the construction company hired a private security firm
               on 2 September 2016. With the security in place, digging began anew on a part of the
               pipeline route where an injunction to stop construction was still pending. The digging
               disrupted possible Native grave and burial artifacts. When protestors moved to prevent
               more digging, the security guards released dogs and pepper sprayed the protestors.
               Five days later, the court denied the injunction request because the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of the Interior, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
               ordered the construction to halt until further environmental assessments were made.
            

            
             Following the events in early September, President Obama weighed in on the protests.
               In his address, Obama told the protesters, “You’re making your voice heard.” He continued
               on, noting that there had been a lot of progress between Native American tribe sovereignty
               and the federal government over the last eight years; however, it was still important
               for the government to redouble its efforts to make sure to consult and listen to the
               tribes when there are issues that involve them directly.
            

            
             Protests of the pipeline continued into late 2016. Then, on 2 December, approximately
               2,000 U.S. military veterans arrived at the site to form a human shield to protect the protestors from police,
               and construction of the pipeline came to a halt through the end of the Obama administration.
               Following Donald Trump’s inauguration, the new president signed an executive order to streamline approval of pipeline construction. However, on 14 June 2017, a federal
               judge ruled that the federal permits authorized by President Trump, which authorized
               the pipeline to cross the Missouri River, violated the law. The judge stated that
               the approval of the pipeline failed to “consider the impacts of an oil spill on fishing
               rights, hunting rights, or environmental justice.” See also KEYSTONE PIPELINE.
            

         

         
         	STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS (2010–2016)

         
         	
            A speech given by the president of the United States to a joint session of Congress,
               where he lays out the current “state of the Union” and proposes policies he would
               like to see Congress pass. The mandate to provide to the Congress from “time to time
               . . . information of the  state of the Union” is written into Article II, Section
               3, of the U.S. Constitution. Since early in the 20th century, presidents have been
               delivering a State of the Union address annually to coincide with the completion of
               a draft of the annual budget. The first year of a new president’s term, he does not
               technically give a State of the Union address, because the timing of the speech in
               late January or early February suggests the president would not have sufficient information
               yet to judge the state of the Union. But presidents have taken advantage, nonetheless,
               of delivering a speech to a joint session of Congress after only a few weeks in office
               as a means of attracting public attention to legislative priorities.
            

            
            In all, there has been considerable variation among presidents and during individual
               presidents’ terms regarding how and when the address is delivered to Congress. For
               instance, President George Washington delivered a single State of the Union address
               coinciding with his retirement from the presidency, after eight years. Thomas Jefferson,
               for his part, chose to send his State of the Union address in writing because he was
               uncomfortable with an oral delivery of the speech. However, ever since Woodrow Wilson
               decided to present his State of the Union address to Congress in person in 1913, this
               has become the norm.
            

            
            On 27 January 2010, President Obama gave his first official State of the Union address.
               Some of the major items mentioned by the president as goals for the upcoming year
               included fees on banks that receive Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) funds intended to stabilize the financial sector, the distribution of TARP
               funds to smaller banks, the creation of green-collar jobs, tax credits for the middle class, childhood obesity, health-care reform, immigration   reform, and the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, the military’s policy that prevented soldiers in the military from acknowledging
               that they were gay or lesbian. Also during the speech, the president criticized the
               Supreme Court decision in the Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission case. Justice Samuel Alito was seen frowning and mouthing “not true” while Obama denounced the Supreme Court
               decision.
            

            
            Because the speech results in a gathering of nearly all top political officials in
               the U.S. government, including those individuals in the line of succession in the
               event of the death of the president and vice president, it has become customary to
               hold back one person in the line of presidential succession in the event of an attack
               or natural disaster that would kill all in attendance. In 2010, Shaun Donovan, the housing and urban development secretary, was the designated survivor for the
               address, and consequently he was not in attendance.
            

            
            A major change had come to the annual address by the following year. Historically,
               members of the Republican   Party and Democratic   Party would sit opposite one another in the House chamber. Due to the attempted assassination
               of Representative Gabrielle Giffords (D-Arizona), members of Congress put aside their traditional seating arrangement and
               sat intermingled as a display of national unity. The 2011 address touched on topics
               such as the elimination of tax breaks for oil companies, ending the George W. Bush–era tax cuts for wealthy Americans, the continuation of the Race to the Top education reform, consolidating overlapping federal agencies and programs, the Afghanistan War, and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Representative Paul Ryan gave the official Republican Party response to the president’s speech, and Michele Bachmann gave the response for the Tea Party faction within the Republican Party. Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar did not attend the address because he was the designated survivor.
            

            
            In keeping with the tradition established in 2011, members continued to sit intermingled
               throughout the chamber in 2012. By this time, Gabrielle Giffords had recovered enough
               to be able to attend the gathering. Topics in 2012 included milestones accomplished
               by the administration over the previous year: the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq, the return of a large number of U.S. troops from Afghanistan, and the killing of
               Osama bin Laden and Anwar al-Awlaki, as well as the Arab Spring and the U.S. position on the conflict in Syria. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack was the designated survivor for the address and was held at an undisclosed secure
               location.
            

            
            Several weeks after his second inauguration, President Obama delivered his fourth
               State of the Union address on 12 February 2013. Members of Congress continued to sit
               intermingled, as they had for the last two addresses. The speech called special attention
               to the sequester or automatic budget cuts that were set to take effect in March 2013 and the Violence
               against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013, legislation originally written by Vice President Joe Biden when he was a senator in 1993. In addition, there was a focus on gun control due to mass shootings that had taken place during Obama’s first term in office. Other topics included an
               increase in the federally mandated minimum wage, universal preschool for four-year-olds, and modest Medicare reforms. The president
               also touched on numerous international topics, including the free trade agreement between the United States and the European Union, oversight of the drone program used to target and kill suspected terrorists, his visit with Aung San Suu
               Kyi in Myanmar, the nuclear capabilities of North Korea, and the Syrian civil conflict. Energy Secretary
               Steven Chu was the designated survivor and did not attend.
            

            
            On 28 January 2014, President Obama delivered his fifth State of the Union address.
               For the fourth straight address, Democrats and Republicans continued to sit intermingled.
               Topics addressed by the president included a promise to increase the minimum wage
               to $10.10 for federal contractors and a call on states and local governments to follow
               suit. He argued that increasing the minimum wage would help support the economy by
               increasing the buying power of low-wage earners. Additional proposals focused on the
               shortcomings of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to improve health care in the United States, immigration reform, a better approach
               to the War on Terror and the Afghanistan War, calling on Congress to give U.S. diplomats
               additional power to deal with countries such as Iran, and improvements to education. Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz was the designated survivor and did not attend the address.
            

            
            For the 2015 address, partisanship flared once again, with a proposal of some conservative
               members from the House of Representatives calling on John Boehner to refuse to offer the invitation to the president to address the Congress. However,
               on 19 December 2014, Boehner sent the invitation to Obama, formally inviting him to
               speak. Despite the call to revoke the traditional invitation for the president to
               speak by some Republicans, members of Congress still sat comingled. This sixth State
               of the Union address became historic when President Obama became the first president
               to use the words “lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender” (LGBT) in the address, when calling for the protection of human rights of sexual and gender
               minorities. Obama also called for free community college for all individuals and stated
               that such a policy could be made possible with a new tax on Wall Street companies.
               The president also addressed foreign policy, dealing with Russia by indicating that the United States had good reason to stand up to Russia for its
               invasion of Ukraine and annexation of Crimea. Anthony Foxx, the secretary of transportation, was assigned to be the designated survivor.
            

            
            The 2016 State of the Union address was the seventh and final address made by President
               Obama. On 12 January 2016, Obama addressed the 114th Congress. In his speech, he quoted Pope Francis, stating that “to imitate the hatred and violence of tyrants and murderers is the
               best way to take their place.” He continued to address how he saw the United States’
               role in the world, noting how the country had helped with the Ebola outbreak. Other ways in which Obama saw the United States helping the world to be
               a better place would be for the Senate to ratify the Trans-Pacific Partnership and to restore diplomatic relations with Cuba. The final cabinet member to be assigned as designated survivor by the White House
               was the secretary of homeland security, Jeh Johnson. See also GOING PUBLIC.
            

         

         
         	STEVENS, JOHN CHRISTOPHER “CHRIS” (18 APRIL 1960–11 SEPTEMBER 2012)

         
         	STEVENS, JOHN CHRISTOPHER “CHRIS” (1960–2012)

         
         	
            A U.S. foreign ambassador killed in a terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, near the end of President Obama’s first term in office. Stevens was born and raised
               in Northern California and received a B.A. from the University of California–Berkeley
               in 1982, a J.D. from the University of California–Hastings College of Law in 1989,
               and an M.S. from the National War College in Washington, D.C., in 2010. After graduation,
               Stevens served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco for two years, where he taught
               English. Stevens joined the Foreign Service in 1991 and worked in Jerusalem, Damascus,
               Syria, Cairo, Egypt, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and twice in Libya during his career, cut short by the attack
               in Benghazi. He had long studied the region and was fluent in Arabic.
            

            
            In May 2012, Stevens arrived in Tripoli, Libya, as the U.S. ambassador to Libya. He
               had previously served as a State Department deputy chief in Tripoli from 2007 to 2009
               and then as the director of the Office of Multilateral Nuclear and Security Affairs
               in the State Department. His last post before becoming U.S. ambassador to Libya was
               as a special representative to the Libyan Transitional National Council between March
               and November 2011. In this capacity he was instrumental in helping to achieve a relatively
               peaceful political transition in Libya in the aftermath of the capture and killing
               of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi during the country’s civil uprising. The attack on the consulate in Benghazi occurred
               on 11 September 2012, the 11th anniversary of terrorist attacks in New York City and
               the nation’s capital. Ambassador Stevens was the first U.S. ambassador to have died
               in office since Arnold L. Raphel perished in a plane crash in Pakistan in 1988 and
               the first ambassador to be killed by terrorists since Adolph Dubs in Afghanistan in 1979. Overall, Stevens is one of eight ambassadors to have been killed in the
               line of duty.
            

         

         
         	STEVENS, JOHN PAUL (20 APRIL 1920–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court during the Barack Obama administration’s first two years in office. His retirement
               in 2010 allowed Obama to select a new Supreme Court justice. Stevens was born and
               raised in Chicago, Illinois, and he received an undergraduate degree from the University of Chicago in 1941.
               In December 1941, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and worked as a cryptographer during
               World War II. Stevens received a Bronze Star for helping break the code that informed
               the United States that Japanese navy admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, who designed the Pearl
               Harbor attack, was going to be moving to the front lines. After returning from the
               war in 1945, Stevens was persuaded by his brother to enroll at Northwestern University
               to earn a law degree under the newly minted G.I. Bill intended to help military personnel
               completing their service to pay for a college education. He graduated in 1947 at the
               top of his class, with the highest grade point average in the school’s history at
               that time.
            

            
            Upon graduation, Stevens became a law clerk working with Supreme Court justice Wiley
               Rutledge during the 1947 term. From 1951 to 1952, Stevens was the associate counsel
               to the U.S. House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Study of Monopoly Power. Then, from
               1953 to 1955, he worked on matters regarding antitrust law as a member of the attorney
               general’s office. In 1970, President Richard Nixon appointed Stevens to serve as a
               judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. He served on the appeals
               court until 1975, when President Gerald Ford nominated him to be an associate justice
               on the U.S. Supreme Court. He was confirmed by the Senate and took his seat on 19
               December 1975.
            

            
            Stevens was considered one of the more liberal justices on the high court and consequently
               a disappointment for the Republican presidents who had appointed him to various positions in the federal judiciary. He
               has stated that the event of Admiral Yamamoto’s plane being shot down in World War
               II formed the basis of his opinions on the death penalty and treatment of terror suspects,
               particularly concerning the right to a fair trial. In all, Stevens’s time on the Court
               was marked by his interest in impartiality and equality under the law. This commitment
               often caused confusion for Court watchers who expected he would vote a particular
               way on a pending case, only to see him fail to do so.
            

            
            On 20 January 2009, Stevens swore in Vice President Joe Biden, at his request. Prior to his retirement during the Obama administration, Stevens
               ruled with the minority in the Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission case, which allows unlimited independent expenditures in election campaigns. He,
               and Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, and Sonia Sotomayor, agreed with one part of the majority opinion and dissented on all other aspects
               of it. Stevens wrote the 90-page dissenting opinion. He retired from the Supreme Court
               on 29 June 2010. At the time of his retirement, he was the third-longest-sitting justice
               in the history of the Court, serving 34 years and six months, and was the oldest member
               of the Court. Elena Kagan was nominated by President Obama, and confirmed by the Senate, to fill Stevens’s
               seat on the high court.
            

         

         
         	STIMULUS

         
         	
            See AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009.
            

         

         
         	STOCK MARKET

         
         	
            The exchange of corporate stocks in the United States is managed by two markets. The
               first is the National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotations (NASDAQ),
               and the second is the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). In addition to the markets themselves,
               there are two main indices that are commonly examined, the Dow Jones Industrial Average
               (DJIA) and the Standard & Poor’s 500 (S&P 500), which track stock market activity.
            

            
            Several months prior to the subprime mortgage crisis and the beginning of the Great Recession in 2007, the DJIA hit record highs. On 25 April 2007, the index passed the 13,000
               mark in trading. The DJIA continued to climb through 19 July, when it once again hit
               a record high, rising above the 14,000 level and completing the fastest 1,000-point
               increase since 1999. From there, the major indices began to fall, with October 2008
               being one of the worst months for the stock market in U.S. history. The markets continued
               to spiral downward when Barack Obama was sworn in as president. However, each index
               hit its contemporary-era bottom after President Obama had been in office around three
               months in March 2009. The DJIA witnessed a low it had not seen since 1997, the S&P
               500 was as low as it had been since 1996, and the NASDAQ composite hit its lowest
               values since 2002.
            

            
            When the DJIA closed at 6,547 in March 2009, President Obama encouraged Americans
               interested in long-term investment to buy stock, confidently proclaiming that the
               market would bounce back. The president’s forecast rang true throughout the remainder
               of his time in office. A revitalized American economy driven in large part by government stimulus resulted in new stock market highs throughout Obama’s eight years in office. On 20
               January 2017, the last day of Obama’s presidency and the first day of the Donald Trump administration, the DJIA closed at 19,827, representing a threefold increase since
               very early in his term in office. The record improvements in the value of the U.S.
               stock market make it difficult for opponents of Obama’s economic policies to gain
               much traction. Tracking all major macroeconomic indicators, one can note a downward
               spiral stopping from three to nine months after Obama took office and then a steady,
               albeit sometimes staggered, improvement.
            

         

         
         	STUDENT LOANS

         
         	
            Loans taken out by students to pay for a postsecondary education. Loans come in three
               primary types: private, federally unsubsidized, and federally subsidized. In the middle
               of Barack Obama’s time in office, the average student loan debt for a college graduate
               who earned a bachelor’s degree was approximately $26,000, or $53,000 for a family
               where both partners attained bachelor’s degrees. A recent report by Dēmos, a public
               advocacy group, suggests that a family with that level of debt could lose nearly $208,000
               in investment earnings by virtue of having to pay off student loan debt instead of
               saving money for retirement. Once President Barack Obama took office, he initiated
               a series of changes in law and policy to make higher education more affordable.
            

            
               The cost of a college education is increasing faster than inflation, and the need
                     for students to obtain government loans continues to grow.
                  

               

            

            In his 2010   State of the Union address, Obama proposed to Congress that they reform the income-based repayment plan for
               student loans. Then, early in 2010, around the same time as the debate over the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Congress passed a new set of student loan measures. Parts of the new legislation
               included an increase in the maximum Pell Grant award for low-income individuals, removal
               of private banks as go-between lenders, a reduction in the maximum repayment schedule
               from 15 percent of the borrower’s income to 10 percent, and accelerated loan forgiveness.
               The last change meant that students no longer need to repay their loans after 20 years
               of payments, provided they have been staying current with their payments. Previously
               the loan forgiveness period stretched to 25 years. Loan forgiveness for public service
               workers, such as teachers, was reduced to 10 years. Although the legislation passed
               in 2010, many of the new provisions were not set to take effect right away. However,
               on 25 October 2011, President Obama announced that his administration was moving up
               the implementation dates.
            

            
            In a related matter, on 1 July 2012, the reduced interest rate students pay for subsidized
               loans (3.4 percent) was set to expire. With last-minute negotiations taking place,
               both the U.S. House and Senate passed legislation on 29 June to extend the reduced
               rate for one more year. However, when the time came for Congress to act a year later,
               they failed to make any progress in passing an additional extension. As a result,
               on 1 July 2013, student loan rates doubled to 6.8 percent for loans taken out after
               that date, making college degrees much more expensive. With considerable public backlash,
               on 24 July 2013, a new law was passed lowering student loan interest rates for college
               undergraduates entering school in the fall. The new interest rate in 2013 would be
               fixed at 3.86 percent for the life of the loan, and the rate would be retroactive,
               applying to any student loan taken out after 1 July 2013. However, the bill was not
               popular among some student advocacy groups because the interest rates were set to
               rise every year through 2017.
            

            
            Under current provisions, an undergraduate student taking out a loan in 2017 will
               pay 7.0 percent interest for the life of the loan, 0.2 percent higher than the default
               rate from 2013. Numerous times throughout his first term, President Obama has appealed
               to young voters to contact their members of Congress to demand more reasonable loan
               terms. As a means of identifying with America’s youth, the president and Michelle Obama reminded college-age citizens that they have been in their shoes and that the First
               Family only finished paying off their student loans in 2004.
            

            
            In addition to all the policies that were put in place throughout the Obama years,
               the president sought alternative ways to reduce the amount of loans students need
               to take out. For instance, in his 2016 State of the Union address, the president called
               for a new tax on Wall Street companies in order to make community college free to all Americans.
               Although several states have taken on the task of providing a free community college
               education for state residents, no significant progress was made creating a national
               standard by the end of Obama’s term. Throughout the 2016 election campaign, Republican Party candidate Donald Trump stated that the U.S. government should not be making a profit off of student loans.
               However, upon Trump’s taking office and his appointment of Betsy DeVos as secretary
               of education, there have been discussions about rolling back some of the policies
               President Obama put in place. In president Trump’s first budget proposal, he called
               for a 13.5 percent cut to funding for the Education Department, which would greatly
               reduce the money available to students for higher education grants or loans. Other
               proposals included increasing the cap on borrowers’ payments to 12.5 percent of their
               income, instead of the 10 percent it was capped at after the Obama-era reforms.
            

         

         
         	SUPREME COURT

         
         	
            The highest federal court in the United States. The Supreme Court has jurisdiction
               over all federal courts and state court cases involving issues of federal law. Moreover,
               it is the final interpreter of constitutional law. Meeting in the U.S. Supreme Court
               Building in Washington, D.C., the high court currently is staffed by a chief justice
               and eight associate justices. The U.S. Congress determines the size of the Court,
               which has been static since the late 19th century. All justices are nominated by the
               president and confirmed by the Senate. The Supreme Court was established in 1789 with
               the ratification of the U.S. Constitution. At the beginning of the Trump administration,
               John Roberts held the position of chief justice, and the eight associate justices listed by length
               of service on the Court were Anthony Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Samuel Alito, Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan, and Neil Gorsuch. President Obama appointed Sotomayor, who replaced David Souter, and Kagan, who replaced John Paul Stevens.
            

            
               Supreme Court building main entrance. Photo taken by Rebecca Pomante.

               

            

            Founding documents suggest the Supreme Court was designed to be a nonpartisan institution,
               with justices interpreting the legality of a law based on common-law precedent and
               its collective interpretation of the Constitution. However, during the contemporary
               era, the high court is accused of being overtly partisan and predictable in its decision
               making. Constitutional scholars have examined the voting preferences of justices and
               determined they often vote along party lines, using their personal interpretation
               of the Constitution to justify their decisions. Controversial Supreme Court cases
               during the Obama administration tended to be decided by 5–4 votes, with justices with
               common ideological predispositions voting together. Justices that arguably hold conservative
               views on the current Court are Chief Justice Roberts, Alito, Gorsuch, and Thomas.
               The more progressive justices are Breyer, Ginsburg, Kagan, and Sotomayor. Kennedy,
               for his part, has been the least predictable justice in recent years, although he
               used to be quite conservative. Consequently, Kennedy has often been the deciding vote
               in 5–4 decisions.
            

            
            During President Barack Obama’s first term, the Supreme Court received considerable
               attention for the landmark cases it was considering. One high-profile case involved
               campaign finance reform legislation, and the Court’s decision angered progressives
               in the country who sought to limit the influence of money in election campaigns. In
               Obama’s first State of the Union address in 2010, he publicly denounced the decision made by the Supreme Court in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, which allowed unlimited donations by groups that operated “independently” of election
               campaigns. After his remark, Justice Alito was caught on camera shaking his head and
               mouthing “not true,” a break in the customary modesty and dignity justices are expected
               to maintain in public meetings.
            

            
             Another high-profile decision during the Obama administration related to health-care
               reform. The 5–4 decision in support of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act displeased many conservatives who hoped the Court would rule the new health-care
               insurance mandate unconstitutional. In an unforeseen outcome, conservative Chief Justice
               Roberts voted with the liberal bloc on the Court to uphold the constitutionality of
               nearly all aspects of the president health-care reform initiative. The insurance mandate,
               which is enforced by the Internal Revenue Service, was deemed acceptable under the
               constitutional directive that Congress has the power to “lay and collect taxes.” Many
               judicial scholars have speculated that the move by Roberts was an effort to protect
               the nonpartisan reputation of the Supreme Court.
            

            
            See also ARIZONA ET AL. V. UNITED STATES; BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY; FLORIDA V. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; GARLAND, MERRICK (13 NOVEMBER, 1952–); KING V. BURWELL; MCCUTCHEON V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION (FEC); MCDONALD ET AL. V. CITY OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS; NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD V. NOEL CANNING; OBERGEFELL V. HODGES; PROPOSITION 8; PUERTO RICO ECONOMIC CRISES; SCALIA, ANTONIN (11 MARCH 1936–13 FEBRUARY 2016); SHELBY COUNTY V. HOLDER; UNITED STATES V. WINDSOR; WALMART STORES INC. V. DUKES ET AL.
            

         

         
         	SYRIA

         
         	
            Officially known as the Syrian Arab Republic with its capital in Damascus, Syria is
               a country in the Middle East, ruled by the Ottoman Empire until 1918. The country
               once included land that is now Lebanon, Israel, most of Jordan, and part of Turkey, when it was called Greater Syria. Syria has
               been controlled by France and Britain at various points in its storied history and
               was half of the United Arab Republic with Egypt from 1958 to 1961. In 1971, Hafez al-Assad, an Alawite and military Ba’ath Party
               member, orchestrated a coup against the unpopular Salah Jadid, who was ruling the
               region at that time. The successful overthrow resulted in al-Assad being chosen as
               president of Syria that same year. In 2000, his son Bashar al-Assad became the titular
               president of the country after the death of his father. In recent years, both the
               United States and Israel have considered Syria to be a state sponsor of terrorism. In fact, the George W. Bush administration accused the state of aiding groups such as al-Qaeda to gain access
               into Iraq to help the insurgency in that country against U.S. forces.
            

            
            Since the early months of 2011, the country of Syria has been entrenched in a civil
               war. On 15 March, public demonstrations began in the city of Dara’a as part of the
               Arab Spring pro-democracy movement. Demonstrators were calling for the release of political prisoners
               and an end to authoritarian rule. Demonstrations grew throughout April 2011 after
               security forces shot protestors. President al-Assad in response to the protests released
               some political prisoners, dismissed the cabinet that was serving at that time, and
               lifted the “state of emergency” that had been in place for 48 years. Activists, who
               had been calling for al-Assad to step down, felt the response was insufficient and
               continued their demonstrations. Then, in an effort to quell the protesters and stop
               the demonstrations, al-Assad deployed the Syrian army against the objectors. The army
               began firing on and killing demonstrators across the country. With the ongoing killing
               by the army, the movement transitioned into an armed rebellion against the Syrian
               Ba’ath Party. Many countries and multinational organizations, including the United Nations, have condemned the actions taken by the Syrian government and called for the departure
               of al-Assad as president.
            

            
            On 1 August 2012, it was reported in media outlets that President Obama had signed
               a secret order that authorized the United States to support the rebels who were seeking
               to depose al-Assad’s government but stopped short of giving lethal weapons to the
               Syrian opposition forces. Many conservatives in the U.S. public called for an intervention
               by the American government and its allies. Many of these individuals were emboldened
               by the relative success of the U.S. intervention in Libya, which led to the toppling of the Muammar Gadhafi regime. Members of the U.S. Senate also began calling for increased military involvement
               and for imposing a “no-fly zone” over Syria. John McCain, Joe Lieberman, and Lindsay Graham are among prominent U.S. political figures who
               have expressed the need for U.S. military involvement and direct assistance to the
               Syrian rebels. Russian president Vladimir Putin, for his part, has stood by al-Assad’s government and vetoed any attempts by the
               United Nations to sanction a “peacekeeping” mission. Putin has repeatedly stated that he will not
               allow a no-fly zone over the country. Throughout his term in office, President Obama
               was reluctant to put “boots on the ground” or to commit U.S. combat troops in the Syrian conflict.
            

            
            Importantly, in a speech on 3 December 2012, President Obama “drew a line in the sand”
               and stated publicly that the United States would not tolerate the use of chemical
               weapons in the Syrian engagement. Then, in June 2013, the White House acknowledged,
               after a two-month investigation, that the Syrian government had used chemical weapons,
               and the decision was made to send lethal weapons to aid the rebels. This was the first
               substantial step the United States had taken to aid rebels in the war against al-Assad’s
               government forces. On 21 August 2013, footage of a chemical attack surfaced from the
               suburbs surrounding Damascus. The rebels claimed the Syrian government perpetrated
               the attack. The Syrian government vehemently denied involvement and said it was a
               tactic used by the rebels to gain international support because they were losing the
               fight.
            

            
            In response, President Obama sought approval from Congress to use limited airstrikes
               in Syria to support the dissenters and dismantle some chemical weapons capabilities.
               The Senate approved a resolution of support on 3 September 2013, allowing the president
               90 days to conduct military strikes in Syria to deter the use of weapons of mass destruction.
               The British Parliament, however, denied a similar request made by its prime minister,
               David Cameron, to use that country’s military forces against Syria in support of the
               U.S. position. The French, on the other hand, under President François Hollande indicated
               they are ready to support the United States and have expressed dismay over the international
               community’s failure to act to punish the al-Assad government. Around the same time,
               U.S. secretary of state John Kerry, in negotiations with the foreign minister of Russia, brokered a deal with the al-Assad
               government to turn over all chemical weapons to international observers, which forestalled
               a military strike by the United States and its allies, and no further instances of
               chemical weapon usage were detected while President Obama was in office.
            

            
            In early April 2017, al-Assad once again released chemical weapons on a rebel-held
               town in northwest Syria, killing dozens of civilians. Several days after the attack
               and confirmation that the attack was chemical, President Donald Trump authorized and ordered a limited missile strike on the air base that was the source
               of the chemical attack. The attack consisted of 59 Tomahawk cruise missiles that targeted
               aircraft, aircraft shelters, petroleum and logistical storage, ammunition supply bunkers,
               air defense systems, and other operational targets. The effectiveness of the response
               was limited because the strike took place at 8:40 p.m. (local time), when there was
               minimal activity on the base. Less than 24 hours following the missile strike, Syria
               released video of warplanes taking off from the damaged air base. See also SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS.
            

         

         
         	SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS

         
         	
            A mass migration of individuals from Syria, fleeing their home country, traveling to countries in Europe to seek refugee status
               to escape the brutal civil war taking place in their country. As of February 2016,
               the United Nations identified approximately 13.5 million Syrians needing humanitarian assistance. Syrian
               citizens started to leave the country seeking refugee status in 2011, and the exodus
               continued into 2017. The civil war in Syria was initiated as part of the Arab Spring, and the protests of Syrian citizens for their leader al-Assad to step down turned
               violent when government forces launched numerous attacks on civilian protestors.
            

            
               Syrian refugees risk their lives to arrive in Greece on an overloaded inflatable boat
                     on 29 October 2015.
                  

               

            

             As of March 2017, Turkey had the highest number of registered Syrian refugees, approaching
               three million. In February 2017, Germany reported 456,000 registered refugees. From
               2011 to 2016, many nations in Europe and the world were attempting to do their best
               to accommodate refugees; however, the large influx put significant pressure on nations
               located close to Syria and those between Syria and Europe. Such pressures resulted
               in nations putting up fences to restrict travel into their countries, while others
               bused individuals to other countries. The unsustainable influx of refugees to these
               nations resulted in calls for other nations around the world to do more.
            

            
             In September 2015, Josh Earnest, spokesperson for the Barack Obama administration, announced that the United States
               would help with the resettlement of 10,000 Syrian refugees by the end of October 2016.
               The increase in the number of refugees that the United States would accept was met
               with criticism from both sides of the ideological spectrum. Aid groups criticized
               the United States, stating that it could do much more given the size of its economy
               and population, while Republican lawmakers voiced concern that Muslim extremists, such as ISIL, might infiltrate the refugees and use the opportunity to carry out terrorist attacks
               in the United States. By 1 November 2016, the Obama administration had processed and
               resettled 13,210 refugees from Syria into the United States. During the 2016 election, candidate Donald Trump called the Syrian refugees a “great Trojan horse” for terrorists, routinely criticizing
               the Obama administration on the vetting process used to screen individuals seeking
               refuge. However, from his inauguration to 12 April 2017, Trump allowed 1,401 Syrian
               refugees to move into the United States, a rate that is more than two times greater
               than what Obama was doing during the same time period in 2016.
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         	TAXES

         
         	
            Throughout Barack Obama’s first term as president, Republican Party opponents, and members of the Tea Party faction with the Republican Party specifically, tried to paint Obama as a president
               who had been fixated on raising taxes on the American public. In fact the president
               did little in the way of raising taxes and has championed several proposals to cut
               taxes throughout his first term. Indeed, between 2009 and 2012, every American received
               at least one or more tax cuts supported by the Obama administration.
            

            
               U.S. 1040 tax forms.

               

            

            In December 2010, Obama compromised with Congress and supported a two-year extension
               of the George W. Bush–era tax cuts. Allowing these to expire would have resulted in an increase in government
               revenue but arguably would have also reduced the purchasing power of Americans, with
               possible consequences for the country’s economic recovery. The specific tax legislation
               extended the reduction in the marginal tax rates for all citizens, keeping the top
               marginal rate for those making over $400,000 ($450,000 for families) at 35 percent,
               down from 39.6 percent prior to the Bush presidency. The reduced marginal tax rates
               were set to expire at the end of 2010 if Obama had not signed the extension.
            

            
            With only a two-year postponement, the issue came up once again in 2012. This time
               around, President Obama wanted to make the tax cuts permanent for the middle class
               but was not willing to extend the tax cuts for the top 1 percent of Americans, those
               making more than $200,000 as individuals, or families that make more than $250,000.
               This brought a firestorm of criticism from Republicans in Congress, and they refused
               to vote on any bill that raised taxes on any Americans, largely due to the pledge
               they signed with Grover Norquist, a political activist and antitax crusader. With the refusal of Republicans to break
               their pledge to Norquist by voting on a new tax policy, they were running the risk
               of allowing all Bush-era tax cuts to expire at the end of 2012.
            

            
            This showdown was one aspect of the fiscal cliff, or the possible dire macroeconomic consequences the Federal Reserve chair Ben Bernanke warned about if the president and Congress could not compromise on fiscal policy.
               Several days into the new year (2013), Republican Party members of Congress eventually
               compromised with congressional Democrats and the Obama administration and passed a law extending the cuts permanently for
               those earning under $400,000 as an individual and $450,000 as a family. Those who
               made more than the $400,000 would still receive a tax break and pay the lower rates
               on all their income up to that amount, and they would only be taxed at the higher
               rate for income above that amount. This compromise helped to avoid the fiscal cliff
               the Federal Reserve chair had feared.
            

            
            The Making Work Pay tax credit was another tax cut instituted by the Obama administration.
               This cut was authorized in the passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Individuals received a maximum tax credit of $400 if they earned less than $95,000,
               and families earned a maximum credit of $800 if their income was below $190,000. The
               credit was only available for tax years 2009 and 2010 and was not extended. In addition,
               there was a payroll tax cut, or a 2 percent decrease in the Social Security contribution
               people make each paycheck. This legislation was instituted by the president and Congress
               as part of economic stimulus legislation. The purpose of the program was to temporarily
               increase the disposable income of Americans as a means to stimulate spending and promote
               economic recovery. The tax cut expired in January 2013.
            

            
            The Obama administration did increase some excise taxes, primarily on tobacco products,
               and imposed a new tax on tanning. Another tax increase came with the passage of the
               Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Beginning in 2013, the wealthiest Americans have needed to pay an additional
               0.9 percent Medicare tax and a 3.8 percent tax increase on some of their investment
               income. The health-care reform also added a tax penalty for individuals who fail to
               purchase health-care insurance starting in 2014 and for certain businesses that fail
               to provide health insurance to their employees. The policy for businesses varies depending
               on the size of the company or the number of full-time employees. Critics complain
               that this would stop businesses from hiring full-time workers. Indeed, there is credible
               evidence that many businesses have reduced the size of their workforce and/or cut
               employee hours to help them avoid paying health-care insurance premiums or the tax
               penalty. The extent of these maneuvers has been hotly debated and, given the number
               of variables that affect business decision making, it is difficult to know with certainty
               how much has taken place. On the other hand, the Starbuck’s Coffee Company is one
               of a few corporations that specifically announced they would not cut employees’ hours
               in response to the new policies.
            

            
            As noted, there have been other tax cuts implemented during the Obama administration
               that affect business or corporate tax liability positively. For instance, in an effort
               to decrease the unemployment rate among military veterans, the president proposed to Congress and Congress passed the
               Returning Heroes Tax Credit and the Wounded Warriors Tax Credit in 2011. The new policies provide tax breaks for businesses that hire veterans. The
               programs may have the effect of offsetting some of the burden businesses will experience
               for compliance with the new health-care law. Although some tax measures went into
               effect during President Obama’s second term in office, no new tax laws were passed.
               This happened in large part because of the legislative gridlock that occurred during President Obama’s last two Congresses. In the last Congress
               (the 114th), any new proposed increase in taxes would have been considered a nonstarter because
               of majority Republican control of both chambers of Congress. However, President Obama
               did propose several measures. For example, in his last State of the Union address, the president proposed a new tax on Wall Street corporations in order to fund community
               colleges so that all individuals nationwide could obtain a two-year college degree
               free of charge.
            

            
             Within hours of being sworn in on 20 January 2017, President Donald Trump signed an executive order, and the tax associated with not carrying health insurance, under provisions of the
               Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, was waived in 2014 and 2015. However,
               for the 2016 tax year, if filers did not provide evidence that they had health insurance
               for the previous year, they would be expected to pay the tax. The executive order
               stated that “to the maximum extent permitted by law . . . to waive, defer, grant exemption
               from, or delay the implementation of any provision or requirement of the [Affordable
               Care] Act that would impose a fiscal burden on any State or a cost, fee, tax penalty,
               or regulatory burden on individuals, families, healthcare providers, health insurers,
               patients, recipients of healthcare services, purchasers of health insurance, or makers
               of medical devices, products, or medications.” Moving forward, one would expect very
               loose enforcement of the tax provisions in the Obama health-care reform law. Of course,
               failure of the government to collect the tax on uninsured individuals will reduce
               the revenue the national government receives to distribute subsidies to lower-income
               individuals as part of the health-care reform legislation.
            

         

         
         	TEA PARTY

         
         	
            A grassroots political movement in the United States. Lawmakers and citizens that
               use the label advocate more limited government, consistent with sentiments expressed
               by some of the individuals who wrote the U.S. Constitution. Although the group does
               not represent a perfectly homogeneous set of policy preferences, most adherents believe
               that the federal government should do everything it can to cut spending, taxes, budget deficits, and the national debt. The group’s name comes from the Boston Tea Party in 1773, a time when colonists
               dumped tea into Boston Harbor to protest taxes imposed by the British colonial government.
            

            
            The Tea Party is not a political party but a movement, and national polls suggest
               that most Tea Partiers consider themselves members of the Republican Party. As such, the group can be best understood as a faction within the Republican Party.
               Some of the more notable Tea Party members are Sarah Palin, the former governor of Alaska and vice-presidential candidate, Representative Michele Bachmann (R-Minnesota), Senator Marco Rubio (R-Florida), Senator Rand Paul (R-Kentucky), and
               businessman turned president, Donald Trump. President Trump’s involvement or support, however, has been inconsistent.
            

            
            The precise details of the origin of the Tea Party movement are debated. To be certain,
               the movement started in early 2009, and members expressed a strong dislike of President
               Barack Obama. Opposition to any policy President Obama espouses seemed to be the glue
               that held the movement together. More directly, Tea Party protests began to spread
               across the country in 2009 in response to passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and continued with the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. In preparation for the midterm elections of 2010, the group began to focus on get-out-the-vote efforts on behalf of candidates who
               opposed the president’s agenda. In this respect the group was wildly successful, as
               Republicans were elected in large numbers to the House of Representatives and many
               state legislatures in the 2010 elections. In the larger U.S. Senate constituencies,
               however, Tea Party members were less successful, and their efforts may have even cost
               the Republican Party majority control of the upper chamber in the 112th Congress (2011–13). The faction performs particularly well in homogeneous conservative districts,
               but its message is less well received when the constituency size grows to include
               more moderate Americans.
            

            
            Prior to the 2010 election, the New York Times identified a total of 138 Tea Party candidates running for national legislative office.
               They were all Republicans, with 129 of them running for House seats and the remaining
               nine for the Senate. Of the nine candidates running for the Senate, five won, and
               of the 129 running for the House, 42 won. Trying to build on their success in the
               2010 election, the Tea Party had high hopes for the election of 2012. However, support for the group may have already peaked. Moreover, the increased
               voter turnout that occurs in American presidential elections, like the 2012 general
               election, meant a higher percentage of more moderate citizens among those voting.
               In 2012, only four of the 16 Tea Party candidates running for the U.S. Senate won,
               and the group lost several seats in the House they had won in 2010.
            

            
            The decreased support for the Tea Party may stem from statements by some of its leaders
               during the debt ceiling crisis in 2011. Members of the Tea Party caucus in the House of Representatives refused
               to work with Republican Speaker John Boehner (Ohio) on a compromise with the Democratic Party–controlled Senate and the Obama administration. Polls conducted by the Gallup Organization
               and other polling firms during the debt ceiling crisis found a growing disapproval
               among the American public with the Tea Party. In the fall of 2013, however, the Tea
               Party–allied members of Congress were successful in their efforts to forestall fiscal
               reforms aimed at promoting a robust economic recovery in the shadow of the Great Recession.
            

            
            There was a small decrease in public support for members of the Tea Party caucus in
               Congress during President Obama’s second term in office. However, those adherents
               in Congress, who began to use the nomenclature “the Freedom Caucus,” continued to
               cause gridlock in the 113th and 114th Congresses (2013–17). The extent of the problems created by caucus members was not limited to
               blocking President Obama and Democratic initiatives. In 2015, Republican Party infighting
               between the Freedom Caucus and more moderate Republicans resulted in the resignation
               of Speaker John Boehner. Because Boehner was no longer able to unite Tea Party members
               and mainstream Republicans, the Republican Party lost confidence in the Speaker’s
               ability to lead. He resigned from the leadership position on 25 September and resigned
               from office on 31 October 2015. Upon his resignation, Tea Party members threw their
               support behind Paul Ryan (R-Wisconsin) to become the next Speaker of the House. Even though these members
               supported the new Speaker, Ryan failed to unite the Republican Party on key legislative
               priorities early in the Donald Trump administration. President Trump pushed for a
               vote in the House to repeal and replace Obamacare; however, the Freedom Caucus failed to vote with moderate Republicans, resulting
               in Ryan canceling the vote because majority support failed to materialize. See also BIRTHER.
            

         

         
         	TELEVISION TALK SHOWS

         
         	
            As president, Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama appeared on more television talk shows than any previous president and his wife.
               Appearances made by the president include The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, The View, The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, The Oprah Winfrey Show, Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, and The Late Show with  David Letterman. First Lady Michelle Obama has been on the same shows but has also appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show, Disney’s iCarly, The Biggest Loser, Sesame Street, and Rachael Ray. By the end of President Obama’s first term, the First Lady had made approximately
               50 television appearances, which greatly outpaced all former First Ladies.
            

            
             During President Obama’s second term in office, he and the First Lady did not slow
               down much in terms of television appearances. Each continued to make additional appearances
               on many of the late-night variety shows they had already appeared on, while expanding
               their audiences through the use of new media. On 24 February 2014, President Obama
               participated in an interview with Zach Galifianakis for the webcast Between Two Ferns. The show is a comedy webcast on the website Funny or Die, whose target audience
               is college-aged individuals. Obama’s participation in the webcast was orchestrated
               in an effort to encourage this young population to sign up for and participate in
               the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the president’s signature health-care reform. Because of the edgy content of the
               Galifianakis show, the president’s appearance drew heavy criticism from conservative
               political commentators on Fox News.
            

            
            The increase in the number of television appearances by the president and his wife
               may reflect an evolution in the means of political communication. However, it has
               been speculated that President Obama felt more comfortable in one-on-one interviews
               with journalists than in other more traditional modes of public communication, such
               as the presidential   press conference. In addition, the television appearances arguably allowed the president and his wife
               to showcase their personalities. Given that racial prejudice is still quite common
               in American society, the television appearances may have served to communicate to
               the American public that the first African American president and his wife are “just
               like everyone else.” See also GOING PUBLIC.
            

         

         
         	THOMAS, CLARENCE (23 JUNE 1948–)

         
         	
            An associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court who voted in opposition to the preferences of the Barack Obama administration on
               every high-profile legal matter that came before the Court during the years Obama
               was president. Thomas was born and raised in Pin Point, Georgia, near Savannah. He
               received an undergraduate degree from Holy Cross College in 1971 and then went on
               to Yale University Law School, where he received his J.D. in 1974. After gaining a
               license to practice law in Missouri, he went to work as a state assistant attorney
               general. Then, from 1977 to 1979, Thomas worked for the Monsanto Company, an agricultural
               interest, and as a legislative assistant to Senator John Danforth (R-Missouri). In
               1981, at the very beginning of the Ronald Reagan administration, Thomas served as
               the assistant secretary for civil rights at the U.S. Department of Education for one
               year. During the Reagan years, he also held the position of chair of the U.S. Equal
               Employment Opportunity Commission, serving in this position until 1990, when he was
               appointed and confirmed as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
               Columbia. One year later, he was nominated by President George H. W. Bush to become
               an associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court, replacing Thurgood Marshall, the first
               African American associate justice on the high court. Thomas was sworn in as the second
               African American justice and took his seat on 23 October 1991.
            

            
            During his time on the high court, Thomas has been traditionally aligned with the
               conservative bloc, and he was particularly close to Justice Antonin Scalia. It has been noted that the easiest way to predict Thomas’s vote on a pending legal
               matter was to simply check how Scalia was going to vote. Thomas has also become notorious
               for his silence while on the bench, which he attributes to having made up his mind
               about cases before they proceed to oral argument. In January 2013, Thomas broke his
               seven-year silence during an oral argument in the case of Boyer v. Louisiana, when he cracked a joke about lawyers from Yale University Law School, his alma mater.
               In the landmark cases before the Supreme Court during Obama’s presidency, Thomas wrote
               a concurring opinion for the McDonald et al. v. City of Chicago, Illinois case and supported the majority opinion in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission and Burwell v. Hobby Lobby. He dissented in the decision on Arizona et al. v. United States  regarding state immigration restrictions and in the Affordable Health-Care Act Supreme Court case, as well as Obergefell v. Hodges, which focused on gay marriage.
            

         

         
         	TORTURE

         
         	
            The act of inflicting intentional pain, either through physical or psychological means,
               on an individual held captive. Torture has been most often used by individuals, groups,
               and governments in an effort to gain information from a person being interrogated.
               Acts of torture are prohibited under international law because they are considered
               a violation of human rights. The United States is a signatory of the Geneva Conventions
               of the United Nations and has ratified the UN Convention against Torture. With the U.S. participation and
               ratification of these conventions, the country agrees not to partake in any actions
               that are defined as torture. In 1997, the UN General Assembly passed a measure proclaiming
               26 June as the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.
            

            
            The issue of torture was a serious topic during the George W. Bush administration. The executive branch at the time routinely used “enhanced interrogation”
               techniques on individuals kept at the Guantanamo Bay detention center. Prisoners were subjected to sleep deprivation, waterboarding, and
               rendition. Rendition is a practice by which prisoners or detainees are sent to other
               countries, where torture is routinely used, to be interrogated. In order to justify
               use of “enhanced interrogation” techniques, the Bush administration deleted the word
               “torture” when describing their techniques. “Appendix M” of the revised 2006 Army
               Field Manual, which outlines appropriate interrogation methods, was amended during
               the Bush years to allow for more “enhanced” techniques.
            

            
            In an effort to curb these practices and to repair the U.S. image abroad, President
               Barack Obama signed Executive Order 13491, Ensuring Lawful Interrogations, on 22 January 2009, two days after becoming
               president. The order stated that all prisoners “shall in all circumstances be treated
               humanely and shall not be subjected to violence to life and person (including murder
               of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment, and torture), nor to outrages upon personal
               dignity (including humiliating and degrading treatment).” The executive order also
               nullified the interpretations of federal law on interrogations “issued to or by the
               Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) from September 11, 2001 to January 20, 2009.” Last,
               the order required a task force, chaired by the attorney general, to examine the Army
               Field Manual and make any recommendations for change deemed appropriate.
            

            
            In 2011, reports and investigations by the media suggested that substantial progress
               had been made during the first years of the Obama administration to stop torture by
               the U.S. government. However, subsequent investigations in 2012 and 2013 raised questions
               about any progress that had been made. In early 2013, the administration still had
               not adjusted the Army Field Manual by revising “Appendix M” and reintroducing the
               language that banned specific techniques as torture. It has also failed to release
               information about the use of rendition to the public.
            

            
             By 2015, during Obama’s second term, additional progress was made in the elimination
               of torture techniques used by U.S. government operatives. On 16 June, an amendment
               to the National Defense Authorization Act was added in the Senate that explicitly
               banned the use of torture. The new law prevents any U.S. government employee from
               using torture while interrogating prisoners. Despite the pleas of John McCain (R-Arizona), support for the amendment was not unanimous, with 21 Republican senators voting against the measure, including Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (Kentucky). In November 2015, Donald Trump while running for president defended the waterboarding of prisoners. Additionally,
               while on the campaign trail, Trump talked about increasing the prison population at
               Guantanamo Bay, stating that he was “gonna load it up with some bad dudes.” Because
               Obama failed to close the Guantanamo facility, it was left open for President Trump
               to use as he deems appropriate.
            

         

         
         	TRANSITION OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER

         
         	
            The transfer of power from the incumbent president to the president-elect. The transition
               process in the United States begins as soon as the winner of the presidential election
               is determined and continues until the president-elect is sworn in at noon on 20 January.
               Each president elect selects a transition team to help coordinate a smooth transfer
               of power from one administration to the next. During this time, the president elect
               and his transition team are brought up to speed on the many issues facing the country
               at the present time and work to get the appropriate paperwork completed so presidential
               appointments can be made in a timely manner. The most recent transition of power was
               between President Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States, and Donald Trump, the 45th president. Donald Trump’s transition team was led by Vice President Mike
               Pence and six vice chairs: Chris Christie, Ben Carson, Newt Gingrich, Michal Flynn, Rudy Giuliani, and Jeff Sessions.
            

            
             Despite the rocky relationship between the two, President Obama met with Donald Trump
               following the 2016 election. On 10 November 2016, President Obama hosted Trump in the Oval Office for the first
               time. During the meeting, Obama told Trump, “We now are going to want to do everything
               we can to help you succeed, because if you succeed, the country succeeds.” Following
               the meeting, both men had positive things to say about the other, with Trump claiming
               that Obama “is a good man” and Obama stating that he was “encouraged” by the meeting.
            

            
             Although the two were cordial during the meeting, following their time together each
               took actions that demonstrated the disdain each had for the other. President-Elect
               Trump continued to tweet and make public statements condemning the Obama administration,
               suggesting that the reason for the rocky transition was their fault. Obama, on the
               other hand, started to take executive actions, issuing some executive orders, that would make certain governing choices by Trump more difficult. For instance,
               Obama invoked a provision of the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which allows
               the president to unilaterally protect portions of federal waters. Specifically, Obama
               declared a permanent oil drilling ban on portions of the ocean floor along the coasts
               of Virginia to Maine and along much of the Alaska coastline. This action was taken
               in an effort to prevent spills such as the Gulf oil rig explosion, which occurred in Obama’s first term in office. In addition to the typical pardons and commutations, other actions by Obama included the protection of federal and Native American lands.
               Most specifically, Obama turned the land that was part of the Cliven Bundy standoff into the Bears Ears Monument, as well as having the Army Corps of Engineers deny
               a permit for construction of the Dakota Access oil pipeline through the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.
            

         

         
         	TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP)

         
         	
            A multilateral free trade agreement between Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
               Singapore, the United States, and Vietnam. The trade agreement began with four members
               (Brunei, Chile, New Zealand, and Singapore) in 2005 under the Trans-Pacific Strategic
               Economic Partnership Agreement. The original members, in 2008, worked to expand the
               trade agreement to include eight additional countries. Throughout the negotiation
               period, Obama touted the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) as a positive for the U.S.
               economy because it would create jobs and enhance innovation, while spurring productivity
               and competitiveness. Negotiations continued from 2008 to 2015, with President Obama
               signing on to the agreement on 5 November 2015. Despite the president’s push for public
               support of the trade agreement, many Republicans as well as Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) voiced concern over the details. Following the signing of the agreement
               by the president, Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) stated that there would be no vote to ratify the TPP during the Obama
               administration.
            

            
             Throughout the election of 2016, candidate Donald Trump expressed his commitment to pulling the United States out of the agreement. Following
               his Electoral College win, President-Elect Trump announced on 21 November 2016 that
               he would immediately withdraw the United States from the TPP. He followed up, three
               days after his inauguration, signing a presidential memorandum, effectively withdrawing
               the United States from the trade agreement. Senator John McCain criticized Trump’s withdrawal from the TPP, stating that “it will send a troubling
               signal of American disengagement in the Asia-Pacific region at a time we can least
               afford it.” With the withdrawal of the United States, the world’s largest economy,
               it was unclear if the TPP would survive. However, in May 2017 the remaining signatories
               agreed to revive the deal without U.S. participation.
            

         

         
         	TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF PROGRAM (TARP)

         
         	
            A program signed into law by President George W. Bush in October 2008, which allowed the U.S. government to purchase assets and equity
               from financial institutions in an effort to strengthen the nation’s financial sector.
               In short, the program allowed the Department of the Treasury to purchase overvalued
               assets, such as underwater home mortgages, from banks. While a member of the U.S.
               Senate, Barack Obama spoke out in favor of the legislation and did what he could to
               encourage his fellow senators to vote to support passage of TARP.
            

            
            The largest banks, such as Wells Fargo, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, and Bank of America,
               each received $25 billion or more in TARP funding immediately after the passage of
               the legislation. Other companies, such as General Motors and Chrysler, also received funds from TARP totaling $17.4 billion in what is known as the auto bailout. One of the stated purposes of the program was to free up funds so banking interests
               would begin lending money again to stimulate the economy. However, in January 2009, the New York Times found that very few of the banks saw lending as a priority for the money they received.
               Some institutions used the funds to pay down debt, and others used it to invest in
               strategic acquisitions in an attempt to promote future profits.
            

            
            Anger from the public and members of the Barack Obama administration ensued when it
               was learned that during the 2008 financial collapse, the 17 largest banks that had
               received rescue funds still paid their top executives $1.6 billion in yearly bonuses.
               This required President Obama to implement new restrictions on executive pay for those
               companies that receive government assistance. Specifically, in February 2009, the
               president announced that executives who receive federal funds are limited to a $500,000
               annual salary, and their bonuses are limited to restricted stock, which would only
               have value after government loans were repaid. If a company wanted to waive the $500,000
               pay cap, they would have to disclose pay practices and allow shareholders a chance
               to vote on what they felt executive pay should be. By early in 2013, because of renewed
               economic growth across the country, most of the larger companies that received TARP
               funds had paid back most, or all, of the reserves they received. See also GREAT RECESSION; OCCUPY WALL STREET.
            

         

         
         	TRUMP, DONALD (14 JUNE 1946–)

         
         	
            A real estate developer, political commentator, and antagonist of President Barack
               Obama during his years in the White House, Donald Trump became the 45th president
               of the United States. Trump was born and raised in New York City and graduated from
               the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania in 1968 with a degree
               in economics. After graduation, he began working at his father’s New York City real
               estate firm, Elizabeth Trump & Son. Several years of hard work and prosperous real
               estate investments led to Trump’s promotion to president of the business. As president,
               his first action was renaming the company the Trump Organization. Over the years,
               Trump gained public notoriety with an extravagant lifestyle, an outspoken manner,
               and a television reality show called The Apprentice.
            

            
               Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump addresses his supporters at a rally
                     in Las Vegas on 14 December 2015.
                  

               

            

            Beginning in 2011, Trump used his celebrity status to gain media attention for the
               purpose of criticizing the Obama administration and questioning Obama’s legitimacy
               as president. In April 2011, Trump’s first public criticism of Obama came in a television
               interview where he fueled the conspiracy theory of the birthers, who claimed that President Obama was not a citizen of the United States and consequently
               could not serve as president. He continued with his rhetoric at a Tea Party rally on 16 April in Boca Raton, Florida, where he exclaimed that Obama will most
               likely go down as the worst president in U.S. history. By the end of April, he was
               calling for the president to release his long-form birth certificate to prove his nationality. After the White House released the long-form birth certificate,
               Trump tooted his horn by claiming credit for getting the president to release his
               original birth certificate from Hawaii. Although Obama hoped the release of the forms
               would put the matter to rest, Trump continued to discuss the matter in public appearances.
            

            
            Given his dissatisfaction with Barack Obama as president, Trump expressed an interest
               in becoming a candidate for president in the 2012 election. Eventually in May 2011, he announced he would not run for the Republican Party nomination. Then, on 24 October 2012, only two weeks before the presidential election,
               Trump tweeted that he had a “big announcement” that would change the presidential
               race. A few days later, he announced that he would donate $5 million to a charity
               of Obama’s choice if the president would release his college and passport applications,
               once again trying to call into question Obama’s citizenship. The announcement drew
               harsh criticism from the press, with many questioning why Trump could not accept the
               fact that Obama was a U.S. citizen.
            

            
            The night of President Obama’s reelection, Trump tweeted, “We can’t let this happen.
               We should march on Washington and stop this travesty. Our nation is totally divided!”
               He continued with, “Lets [sic] fight like hell and stop this great and disgusting injustice! The world is laughing
               at us.” Then he added to the rant: “This election is a total sham and a travesty.
               We are not a democracy! Our country is now in serious and unprecedented trouble .
               . . like never before.” He finished by stating, “Our nation is a once great nation
               divided! The electoral college is a disaster for a democracy.” In May 2013, Trump
               again gained media attention with comments about a possible run for president in 2016.
               At the time, he alleged he had already spent $1 million examining his prospects for
               winning the White House.
            

            
            Eventually Donald Trump did run for and win the 2016 presidential election. On 26 June 2015, Trump officially announced his intention to run at Trump Tower
               in Manhattan. During the Republican primary season, he ran against 16 major candidates,
               including Senator Ted Cruz, Governor Jeb Bush, Ben Carson, Governor Chris Christie,
               Carly Fiorina, Jim Gilmore, Senator Lindsey Graham, Governor Mike Huckabee, Governor
               Bobby Jindal, Governor John Kasich, Governor George Pataki, Senator Rand Paul, Governor
               Rich Perry, Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Santorum, and Governor Scott Walker.
               His campaign theme was “Make American Great Again” and revolved around alt-right topics
               such as opposition to multiculturalism and immigration, which included repeated statements about erecting a wall along the entire U.S.-Mexico
               border, as well as a ban on Muslims entering the country. Throughout the campaign, Trump displayed a large amount of
               disdain for political correctness and the media, calling anything that the media reported
               on that he did not like “fake news.” His juvenile behavior throughout the campaign
               caused many mainstream Republicans to reject the seriousness of his campaign, and
               many, such as Speaker Paul Ryan, were hesitant to support him early on. However, because of his celebrity, the division
               of moderate Republican primary voters between the other candidates, and his obvious
               political outsider qualities, Trump won the nomination.
            

            
            In the general election, Trump’s Democratic challenger was Hillary Clinton. With his antics winning him the nomination, he continued this behavior, referring
               to Hillary Clinton as “Crooked Hillary” in reference to Benghazi and the Clinton e-mail scandal. Many of the promises Trump made throughout the campaign involved the repeal of Obama
               administration policy successes, including the reversal of many executive orders, the repeal and replacement of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, rescinding free trade agreements like the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and pulling out of the Paris Agreement and the Iran Nuclear Agreement. Throughout the campaign, there were a number of calls for candidate Trump to release
               his tax forms, but no forms were ever supplied to the public. Despite his own campaign receiving
               scrutiny from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Trump praised James Comey for his letter to Congress, late in the campaign season, indicating that new details
               had emerged about the Clinton e-mail scandal. The letter was given to Congress on
               28 October 2016, just 12 days prior to the election taking place. On Election Day,
               Donald Trump beat Hillary Clinton in the Electoral College, winning 306 votes, but
               losing the popular vote by almost three million votes. The Electoral College win secured
               him the presidency. Following the election, Trump and his team started to work with
               the Obama administration on the transition of presidential power.
            

            
            Immediately following the inauguration of President Trump, he and his campaign associates
               were steeped in controversy. The day following the inauguration, the newly elected
               president claimed that he had the largest audience in history for a presidential inauguration.
               But when the National Parks Service released the official photograph of the event
               and it was compared to President Obama’s first inauguration photograph, it depicted
               far fewer people in attendance. Despite the visual evidence, the president continued
               to tell the lie that he had the larger crowd. His tendency to lie to and gaslight
               the American public has continued through the first year of his first term in office.
               In addition, throughout this first year, Trump’s election campaign was being investigated
               by Senate and House committees, the FBI, and a special prosecutor for possible collusion
               with the Russian government. Operatives from Russia had worked to influence the 2016 election, and
               the question became to what extent they were colluding with the Trump campaign. Three
               individuals involved in the Trump campaign had ties to Russia and Vladimir Putin: Carter Page, Roger Stone, and Paul Manafort. Connections with Russia and Putin continued
               to plague the Trump administration, with links between individuals in his administration,
               including Attorney General Jeff Sessions, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, and former
               Trump national security adviser Michael Flynn, being uncovered during the first few
               months of his administration. Other connections have also been found between Trump
               business interests and Russia.
            

            
            In an effort to divert attention from the investigations, on 4 March 2017, Trump tweeted
               that former president Obama had his “wires tapped” at Trump Tower during the election.
               Although Trump made the claim, no evidence was ever offered, and members of the U.S.
               intelligence agencies refuted that any such action ever took place. Unable to shake
               the Russian investigation, the president held a private meeting with FBI director
               James Comey, asking him to let the investigation of Michael Flynn go. This action
               by the White House is a possible obstruction of justice. Comey did not follow the
               president’s directive and was eventually fired on 8 May 2017. Firing of the FBI director
               prompted a special counsel being appointed to look into the wrongdoings of Trump,
               his presidential campaign, and his administration. See also COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY; CYBERSECURITY; MUELLER, ROBERT (7 AUGUST 1944–); RUSSIAN HACKS.
            

         

         
         	TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHOOTING, 2011

         
         	
            On the morning of 8 January 2011, Representative Gabrielle Giffords was holding a meet-and-greet with constituents of Arizona’s 8th congressional district
               outside a grocery store just north of Tucson, Arizona. At 10:10 a.m. Mountain Standard
               Time, Jared Lee Loughner pulled a pistol and attempted to assassinate her by shooting
               her in the head. After shooting Giffords, Loughner proceeded to fire at random individuals
               in the crowd. Due to the quick thinking and heroic efforts of her intern, Daniel Hernández
               Jr., Giffords survived the shooting. Although Giffords lived, five individuals died
               at the scene, with one more being pronounced dead at the hospital; 13 others were
               wounded. Those killed were Christina Taylor Green, Dorothy “Dot” Morris, Phyllis Schneck,
               Dorwan Stoddard, John Roll (chief justice of the U.S. District Court for Arizona),
               and Gabriel “Gabe” Zimmerman (community outreach director for Giffords).
            

            
            After Loughner was restrained by an individual attending the event, the police arrived
               and took him into custody. He was held without bail. A San Diego, California–based
               federal judge took over hearing the case because the killing of an Arizona federal
               judge caused the recusal of all his colleagues in the state. A total of 49 charges
               were brought against Loughner, including attempting to assassinate a U.S. representative
               and attempting to kill two federal employees. On 25 May 2011, the presiding judge
               found Loughner incompetent to stand trial. Then, about 18 months after the shooting,
               Loughner was found competent, and he pleaded guilty to 19 of the 49 counts on 7 August
               2012. Three months later, Loughner was sentenced to seven consecutive life terms,
               plus an additional 140 years, with no chance of parole.
            

            
            The Tucson, Arizona, shooting prompted calls nationwide for a reduction in vitriolic
               political discussion. Democrats and Republicans, who normally sat apart during the State of the Union address, adjusted their seating arrangement and sat next to each other during the 2012 address
               as a show of unity in response to the shooting. In addition, the mass killing caused
               proponents of gun control laws, including Giffords’s husband, Mark Kelly, to push for new legislation that
               would mandate background checks for private party gun purchases. President Barack
               Obama throughout his term in office attempted to get gun control laws considered by
               Congress. With the addition of two more mass killings in 2012—the Aurora, Colorado, shooting and the Newtown, Connecticut, shooting—the president signed 23 executive orders related to gun control enforcement and mental health counseling. Twelve different
               proposals put before Congress during the Obama years failed to receive majority support
               in the legislature. See also MASS SHOOTINGS; PALIN, SARAH (11 FEBRUARY 1964–).
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         	UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS EXTENSION

         
         	
            In November 2009, President Barack Obama signed legislation that extended benefits
               to unemployed Americans. The new law extended jobless assistance in all 50 states
               for 14 weeks, with an additional six weeks for states with unemployment rates above 8.5 percent. In states with double-digit unemployment, or the states hardest
               hit by the Great Recession, unemployment benefits were extended for up to 99 weeks. This legislation was particularly
               contentious, because 11 months into the Obama administration, Republicans in Congress were not satisfied with the economic progress the country was making, arguing that the poor performance was the result
               of the president’s failed policies.
            

            
            Throughout the early years of the Obama administration, Emergency Unemployment Compensation
               (EUC) benefits were extended in an effort to ease the plight of out-of-work Americans.
               One piece of legislative leverage the president consistently used was the broader
               economic implications if the purchasing power of the unemployed dropped to zero. Another
               economic argument that has been used to justify the extensions is the potential negative
               effects that would occur if the unemployed were unable to meet their home mortgage
               payments, causing them to default. This might have seriously negative implications
               for the housing market, and specifically home prices. The American Taxpayer Relief
               Act of 2012 did pass, and the new law extended the expiration date of EUC benefits
               for those receiving unemployment until 1 January 2014. The act, however, did not provide
               additional weeks of benefits to individuals who had already exhausted their entitlement
               under previous laws.
            

         

         
         	UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

         
         	
            A statistic designed to measure the percentage of a country’s workforce that is not
               working. The rate is calculated by dividing the number of unemployed workers by the
               total number of people actively seeking work. The measure is often criticized as an
               underrepresentation of the true level of “unemployment.” To be counted as unemployed,
               a person must have previously held a job, currently not have a job, be actively looking
               for a job in the most recent four weeks, and be available to start work. Based on
               this definition, for instance, individuals are not considered unemployed if they are
               looking for a job shortly after completing college. The indicator also does nothing
               to capture “underemployment” or people working part time or at jobs with less pay
               than the worker is accustomed to receiving.
            

            
            Late in 2007, the U.S. economy began to struggle and was both cause and effect of a major worldwide economic downturn
               that would last until 2010. When President Obama took office in January 2009, the
               U.S. unemployment rate was at 7.8 percent and rising. It peaked in October 2009 at
               10 percent, nine months into Obama’s first term. The president passed several pieces
               of legislation during these first months in an attempt to create jobs. The unemployment
               rate eventually began to fall, dropping under 8 percent in September 2012, just before
               the 2012 election. Notably, Obama in 2012 was the first U.S. president to have been reelected with
               an unemployment rate above 6 percent since Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1936. By the end
               of President Obama’s second term, the unemployment rate had dropped to 4.7 percent,
               a level similar to what it was prior to the Great Recession. Other macroeconomic indicators, such as the value of stock markets, have also improved dramatically throughout Obama’s time as president. See also UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS EXTENSION.
            

         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS (UN)

         
         	
            An intergovernmental organization that aims to increase international cooperation
               in the areas of international law, peace and security, economic development, human
               rights, and humanitarian affairs. When the UN was created in 1945, it had 51 member
               states. Today member states number 193. The institution is organized into six different
               parts: the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council,
               the Secretariat, the International Court of Justice, and the United Nations Trusteeship
               Council.
            

            
            The countries that are members of the United Nations gather annually at the UN headquarters
               in New York City. President Barack Obama spoke to the UN General Assembly each year
               he was president on a variety of topics. The purpose of the General Assembly is to
               provide a forum for multilateral discussion of international issues. It is the only
               part of the organization where all member nations have equal representation. Moreover,
               the General Assembly is the main deliberative organ of the UN with the power to oversee
               the budget, appoint nonpermanent members to the UN Security Council, and pass policy
               resolutions.
            

            
               The United Nations Headquarters in New York City.

               

            

            In his first speech before the General Assembly in 2009, President Obama addressed
               his country’s efforts to stop torture, close the Guantanamo Bay military detention center, end the Iraq War, and promote the production of cleaner energy. One year later, Obama reminded the
               UN of the progress his administration had made in undoing the economic consequences
               of the worldwide recession that hit late in 2007 and called on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to come together to work on a solution to end the conflict
               between the two nations. In 2011, President Obama focused his speech on U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East, specifically mentioning efforts to end the Afghanistan War, the finding and killing of Osama bin Laden, and the pro-democracy movements in the region known as the Arab Spring. In Obama’s final address (2012) of his first term, he focused on the work and life
               of diplomat Christopher Stevens and others killed in a recent attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya. He focused on their sacrifice and courage while making it clear that the United
               States is not going to let the Benghazi attack prevent or turn back progress that has been made in the Middle East.
            

            
            In September 2013, Obama’s fifth address, the first of his second term, he mentioned
               a thawing of international tension between the United States and Iran and the need for international cooperation to end the Syrian conflict. The issues of Iran and Syria continued to be addressed in Obama’s sixth
               address to the UN in 2014, noting the progress on the Iran Nuclear Agreement. Other topics, addressed in his 2014 UN speech, included the need to reduce the aggression
               of Russia in response to its invasion of Ukraine. Because many countries in the region feared
               Russia’s aggression, the president reiterated the United States’ commitment to North Atlantic Treaty Organization nations and their security. Obama also called on other countries in the world to
               join the fight against Ebola in Africa and the fight against Muslim terrorists, such as ISIL, in the Middle East. In 2015, the issue and message stayed consistent with the speeches
               for the prior two years: Russia’s aggression, the Syrian civil war, Syrian refugees, and terrorism. However, in 2016 Obama’s tone changed slightly, focusing some on
               the wars in the Middle East, but more on the goodness of the world community and the
               value of globalization. His tone and message was an obvious response to the passage
               of Brexit in the United Kingdom and the nativist rhetoric of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump.
            

            
            The UN Security Council is made up of five permanent members with veto power and an
               additional 10 member nations that serve two-year rotating terms. The permanent members
               are China, France, the United Kingdom, Russia, and the United States. The primary responsibility
               of the Security Council is the maintenance of international peace and security. Any
               mission that is undertaken by the UN must have the approval of all five permanent
               members of the council. During Obama’s time in office, the Security Council has agreed
               on action in Libya but has failed to agree on an appropriate course of action relating
               to the Syrian conflict.
            

            
            Prior to the 2016 election, candidate Donald Trump stated that he felt that NATO was
               “obsolete” and that the UN is a “political game.” He went on to say that the United
               States gives way too much money to the UN and that the institution is not a friend
               to democracy or the United States of America. Following Trump’s victory, similar sentiments
               were expressed by Governor Nikki Haley in her Senate confirmation hearing to become
               the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. On 24 April 2017, in a meeting with UN
               Security Council ambassadors, President Trump called the UN “an underperformer” and
               stated that the organization has failed to take control of significant problems such
               as the Syrian civil war and North Korea’s nuclear program. See also EGYPT; FOREIGN POLICY, ASIA AND PACIFIC; GAZA STRIP; GAZA STRIP: PALESTINE/ISRAEL WAR.
            

         

         
         	THE UNITED STATE OF WOMEN SUMMIT

         
         	
            A summit organized by First Lady Michelle Obama that focused on gender equality for women in the United States. Originally, the event was announced by the White House on 29
               January 2016, the seventh anniversary of the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, and was to take place on 23 May 2016. However, the event was postponed, with the
               reschedule of the summit being announced by Michelle Obama on 7 June 2016 in a video,
               appearing with notable women Meryl Streep, Oprah Winfrey, Tina Fey, Laverne Cox, Kerry
               Washington, Shonda Rhimes, Cecile Richards, and Jessica Williams. On 14 June, the
               White House, the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Department of Labor, and the Aspen
               Institute hosted the event at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in the nation’s
               capital. As one of the keynote speakers, President Barack Obama talked about a number
               of topics important to the empowerment of women, including feminism, violence against
               women by terrorist groups such as ISIL, family leave, and increasing the minimum wage. Joe Biden was also a speaker at the event, with his talk covering the topic of sexual assault
               on college campuses.
            

         

         
         	UNITED STATES V. WINDSOR

         
         	
            A landmark Supreme Court case which ruled that the United States’ interpretation of “marriage” and “spouse”
               as stated in the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) was unconstitutional. The case came about when Edith Windsor received an estate
               upon the death of her legally married same-sex spouse. Windsor’s marriage was deemed
               legal by the state of New York in 2008. Upon the death of Windsor’s spouse, the federal
               government required her to pay $363,053 in estate taxes because, under DOMA, gay marriage was not acknowledged and she was not considered the surviving spouse.
            

            
             On 9 November 2010, Windsor sued the federal government, seeking a refund of the
               estate tax that she paid. Prior to the case going to court, Attorney General Eric Holder announced that the federal government would not defend the legality of DOMA. However,
               the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group (BLAG) stepped up to defend the constitutionality
               of DOMA. Then on 6 June 2012, the U.S. Southern District Court for New York ruled
               in Windsor’s favor, ordering the Internal Revenue Service to refund the taxed amount,
               with interest. Unhappy with the ruling, BLAG appealed the case to the U.S. Second
               Circuit Court of Appeals. On 18 October 2012, the appeals court upheld the lower court’s
               decision. Once again BLAG appealed, this time to the Supreme Court. On 27 March 2013,
               the U.S. Supreme Court issued a 5–4 decision declaring DOMA unconstitutional due to
               the protection of liberty clause found in the Fifth Amendment. The majority opinion
               held that citizens have the liberty to marry whomever they wish and that government
               involvement was not permissible. The opinion was written by Anthony Kennedy and was joined by Ruth B. Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan. See also LGBT; PROPOSITION 8.
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         	VERRILLI, DONALD, JR. (29 JUNE 1957–)

         
         	
            The solicitor general of the United States in the Barack Obama administration beginning
               in June 2011. The solicitor general is an appointed official selected to represent
               the federal government in cases before the Supreme Court, but also plays an advisory role to the president on pending federal legal matters
               and a role in setting the high court’s agenda, although the latter function is not
               an official duty. Verrilli was born in New Rochelle, New York, and received a B.A.
               from Yale University in 1979 and a J.D. from Columbia University Law School in 1983. During his time at Columbia he served as the editor in chief
               of the Columbia Law Review, a position held by a student who is highly respected by both his peers and the university
               faculty. After completion of his law degree, Verrilli went on to clerk for Judge J.
               Skelly Wright on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, as well as for Supreme
               Court associate justice William Brennan. After the clerkships, Verrilli went into
               private practice, working for the highly regarded Jenner & Block law firm that specializes
               in copyright, telecommunications, workplace discrimination, and First Amendment cases.
            

            
            During his time at Jenner & Block, Verrilli headed the firm’s Supreme Court caseload
               and argued numerous cases before the high court. In addition, from 1992 until 2008,
               he taught First Amendment law as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law
               Center. In all, Verrilli has considerable legal credentials, and early in 2009 he
               was appointed by President Obama to serve as associate U.S. deputy attorney general,
               working under Attorney General Eric Holder. Then, in 2010, he moved on to work in the White House as deputy counsel to the president
               before eventually replacing Elena Kagan as solicitor general. Kagan had been confirmed as an Obama appointee to serve on
               the U.S. Supreme Court.
            

            
            Acting as solicitor general, Verrilli successfully defended the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, on behalf of the Obama administration, against charges that the health-care reform
               law was unconstitutional. All but one part of the act was ruled constitutional, and
               media personalities and political pundits have given Verrilli considerable credit
               for the administration’s success in defending the law. His unassuming legal style
               and overall competence arguably made a difference and caused Chief Justice John Roberts, who voted with the majority in the 5–4 decision, to recognize that an insurance
               mandate enforced through the tax code was constitutionally sanctioned under the government’s
               authority to raise and collect taxes.
            

            
            In 2013, Verrilli argued on behalf of the government in Shelby County v. Holder. The Court ultimately ruled against the government and Verrilli, stating that the
               formula in Provision 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to determine which states/districts
               partake in discriminatory voting practices was out of date and that preclearance would
               no longer be necessary until Congress passes a new formula.
            

            
            In the last year of the Obama administration, on 2 June 2016, Verrilli announced he
               would be stepping down from his position as solicitor general. He officially left
               the position after the Supreme Court had delivered all decisions, in late June. During
               his tenure, he also argued on behalf of the government in Obergefell v. Hodges, Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, National Labor Relations Board v. Noel Canning, and  Hollingsworth v. Perry. See also AFFORDABLE HEALTH-CARE ACT SUPREME COURT CASE.
            

            
         

         
         	VETERANS’ AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

         
         	
            A standing committee in the U.S. Senate that considers and proposes legislation concerning
               U.S. military veterans. In addition, the committee oversees the Department of Veterans
               Affairs (VA), veterans’ hospitals, and military cemeteries. Upon his election to the
               U.S. Senate, Barack Obama was assigned a seat on the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.
               He served on the committee from January 2005 until his election as president in 2008.
            

            
             Obama’s service on the committee is important for two reasons. During the 2008 presidential
               election campaign, Obama was recognized by many as a relative novice on military matters,
               and as such his candidacy did not immediately resonate with military veterans, even
               those allied with the Democratic Party. Obama was able to use his membership on the Senate committee, during the campaign,
               as evidence that he could identify with this voting bloc and the needs of the VA.
               Second, Obama’s experience on the committee, arguably, is related to his support for
               the Joining Forces initiative administered by Second Lady Jill Biden and his own wife, Michelle Obama. The specific mission of Joining Forces is to assist the families of military veterans
               to find and maintain education and employment opportunities. The president’s position
               on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee would necessarily have caused him to gain
               an appreciation for the needs of military families. See also RETURNING HEROES TAX CREDIT; VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT; V.O.W. TO HIRE HEROES ACT; WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT.
            

            
         

         
         	VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT

         
         	
            On 30 July 2012, President Barack Obama signed the Veterans Skills to Jobs Act into
               law. The new law directs federal departments and agencies of the U.S. government to
               treat relevant military training as sufficient to satisfy certification requirements
               for individuals seeking particular types of federal licenses. This law was proposed
               and passed as part of the Joining Forces initiative, headed by Second Lady Jill Biden and First Lady Michelle Obama, which seeks to assist military veterans who have served in the Afghanistan and Iraq Wars. Passage of the legislation was aimed at reducing the unemployment rate among veterans, which since the Great Recession had consistently been higher than the general public’s unemployment rate. See also RETURNING HEROES TAX CREDIT; V.O.W. TO HIRE HEROES ACT; WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT.
            

            
         

         
         	VETO

         
         	
            Latin for “I forbid,” this is a power granted to the president of the United States,
               as outlined in Article I, Section 7, of the U.S. Constitution. Specifically, the provision
               allows the president to reject legislation passed by Congress. In the conventional
               legislative process, each bill that is passed by both the House of Representatives
               and the Senate must be signed by the president in order to become law. Legislation
               is “vetoed’ if the president officially returns it to the chamber where the bill originated
               with objections; he may also cause the legislation to fail if Congress has already
               adjourned and he does not sign the legislation, which is known as a “pocket veto.”
               With no Congress to return the bill to, the president can figuratively put the bill
               in his pocket and the legislation does not pass. Since the country’s founding in 1789
               through the end of the Barack Obama presidency, there have been 2,572 presidential
               vetoes.
            

            
             President Barack Obama, for his part, made very limited use of the veto option until
               the 114th Congress (2015–16), when both chambers of Congress were controlled by the Republican Party. In his first Congress, the 111th Congress (2009–11), the president vetoed two pieces of legislation. In the first instance,
               the legislation titled the Continuing Appropriations, Fiscal Year Act of 2010 (H.J.
               Res. 64), issued on 30 December 2009, was vetoed because the president felt it was
               an unnecessary duplication given the successful passage of the Department of Defense
               Appropriations Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-118). In the second instance, the president vetoed
               the Interstate Recognition of Notarization Act of 2010 (H.R. 3808), issued on 8 October
               2010. This time, Congress was trying to remove an impediment to interstate commerce
               by asking each of the 50 states to accept notarized documents from another state.
               The Obama administration feared there might be unintended consequences for consumers.
               Specifically, the White House was concerned the legislation might hurt home buyers,
               who sign numerous notarized documents as part of the process used to purchase a new
               home. In light of the unscrupulous practices of mortgage processors, which led to
               the subprime mortgage crisis of 2008, the Obama administration argued that there should
               be more careful scrutiny of the proposed legislation.
            

            
             Following these two vetoes, Obama did not veto any additional legislation in the
               112th and 113th Congresses (2011–15). Then, on 24 February 2015, President Obama vetoed the Keystone XL Pipeline Approval Act. Congress attempted to override the veto, but the vote fell short of
               the two-thirds support needed in the Senate. On 22 October 2015, the president vetoed
               the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 because it sought to side
               step sequestration by using a $90 billion contingency or emergency war fund. No override vote was held.
               Next, there was a successful vote to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable
               Care Act in 2016. Although Republicans had majority control of both chambers, they
               did not have the numbers to override the president’s veto, which was issued on 8 January
               2016. On 22 July 2016, Obama vetoed the Presidential Allowance Modernization Act of
               2016, which sought to decrease government spending to support former presidents. The
               act would immediately reduce financial support for offices, staff, security, and furnishings.
               The immediate nature of the act is what caused Obama to veto the legislation. However,
               he stated in his veto memo that he would work with former presidents on ways to reduce
               their expenses. In addition, President Obama vetoed five joint resolutions of congressional
               disapproval. The only piece of legislation President Obama vetoed to receive a veto override was the Justice against Sponsors of Terrorism Act in September 2016. Throughout his
               two terms, Obama vetoed 12 bills passed by Congress. Refer to appendix E. See also FIRST-TIME HOME BUYERS CREDIT.
            

            
         

         
         	VETO OVERRIDE

         
         	
            If the Congress is in session when a veto is administered by the president, members may attempt to override the veto. In order
               for the legislative branch to do this, two-thirds of both chambers must reapprove
               the legislation. If reapproved, the legislation becomes law and the president is no
               longer involved. From 1789 through the end of the Barack Obama administration, early
               in 2017, only 110 of the 2,572 presidential vetoes have been overridden by Congress.
               President Obama issued a total of 12 vetoes over eight years, and only one of them
               was overridden by Congress.
            

            
            There are two primary reasons for the minimal level of veto activity in the Obama
               administration. Throughout six of the eight years, the Senate had a majority of Democratic Party members. This allowed the Senate to provide a check on legislation coming out of
               the House of Representatives, which has had a Republican Party majority since January 2011. Second, the simple threat of the veto serves as a check
               on the legislative branch. Given the high level of animosity that characterizes much
               legislative debate in the contemporary era, it is reasonable to assume that Congress
               would have great difficulty mustering two-thirds support to override a president’s
               veto, so the threat of a veto is often sufficient to stop much legislative activity.
            

            
            Veto activity picked up for President Obama in the 114th Congress, when the Republican Party won control of the Senate and retained control of the
               House of Representatives. Throughout the 114th Congress, President Obama vetoed 10
               congressional bills, and one was overridden. The only piece of legislation reapproved
               by Congress was the Justice against Sponsors of Terrorism Act. The act was vetoed
               by Obama on 23 September 2016, and in his veto message he stated that the act
            

            
            
               would allow private litigation against foreign governments in U.S. courts based on
                  allegations that such foreign governments’ actions abroad made them responsible for
                  terrorism-related injuries on U.S. soil. This legislation would permit litigation
                  against countries that have neither been designated by the executive branch as state
                  sponsors of terrorism nor taken direct actions in the United States to carry out an
                  attack here. (Veto Message from the President—S.2040)
               

               
            

            The veto was overridden by Congress with a 97–1 vote in the Senate on 28 September
               and a 348–77 vote in the House of Representatives on 29 September. With the overwhelming
               bipartisan support of members of Congress, the bill was enacted as Pub.L. 114-222.
               Refer to appendix E.
            

            
         

         
         	THE VIEW

         
         	
            A daytime television talk show, created and hosted by Barbara Walters, that features a panel of several women as cohosts. The program has aired on the American Broadcasting Corporation (ABC)
               network since its debut in 1997. The broadcast captures an almost entirely female
               audience. Topics on the show typically cover current social and political issues,
               as well as tabloid and celebrity news.
            

            
            The 12th season of the show started several months prior to the general election of 2008. Substantial attention was given to Senator Hillary Clinton’s run for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination. Likewise, considerable attention was given to the topic
               of John McCain’s vice presidential candidate choice, Sarah Palin. Such topics typically brought heated discussion to the set of the show as the hosts
               sparred over their favorite candidates.
            

            
            During the 13th season of The View, President Obama made an appearance on 29 July 2010. It was the first time that a
               sitting U.S. president had ever appeared on a television talk show. Ratings for the
               show jumped dramatically with the president’s attendance, and it is estimated that
               6.59 million viewers saw the show. The appearance prompted criticism by former Alaska
               governor Sarah Palin, with a tweet that said, “President w/no time to visit porous
               U.S./Mexican border to offer help to those risking life to secure us, but lotso’ time
               to chat on The View?” Others have shown similar disdain for the president’s television
               events. However, this did not cause Obama to stop the appearances, and it was not
               uncommon for the president to make significant policy statements on television talk
               shows.
            

            
            The second time President Obama visited The View was on 15 May 2012, shortly after a New York Times poll was released that found he was trailing Republican Party candidate Mitt Romney among woman voters. This appearance was an effort to broaden his appeal with females in the American
               electorate. Several months later, as part of the 2012 election campaign, on 24 September
               2012, the president again joined the women of The View, but this time with First Lady Michele Obama. The visit to the show took place after they had arrived in New York City for the
               annual meeting of the United Nations General Assembly. The timing of the visit to the show drew harsh criticism from the
               president’s opponents, who claimed he was favoring campaigning for reelection over
               attending to important foreign policy matters. In particular, it was learned that Obama had declined a meeting with Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu in New York City. His critics were aghast that
               the president would favor a campaign stop over a meeting with the Israeli leader.
               However, it was not clear that the failure to meet with the prime minister had anything
               to do with his appearance on The View, which had been scheduled for some time. See also LETTERMAN, DAVID (12 APRIL 1947–).
            

            
         

         
         	VILSACK, THOMAS J. (13 DECEMBER 1950–)

         
         	
            The secretary of agriculture for the full eight years of the Barack Obama administration.
               Vilsack was born, adopted, and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and attended Hamilton
               College and Albany Law School, receiving a B.A. and a J.D. In 1987, he became mayor
               of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, serving in that position for three terms until he was elected
               to the Iowa state senate in 1992, serving two two-year terms. After a time away from
               politics, Vilsack ran for governor of Iowa in 1998. He won the election with strong
               support from labor unions and agricultural interests in the state. He was elected to a second term as governor
               and served in this capacity until 2007. In late 2006, Vilsack announced his intentions
               to run for the Democratic Party nomination in the 2008 presidential election. This would require him to face off against Senators Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton. Vilsack’s campaign barely got off the ground, and poor fund-raising and extremely
               low polling numbers caused him to withdraw his bid in February 2007.
            

            
             Approximately one month prior to Obama’s presidential inauguration, he nominated Vilsack for the position of secretary of agriculture. The leader of
               this cabinet department heads the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) assigned
               to protect the safety of the country’s food supply, among other things. Vilsack was
               confirmed by the Senate on 20 January 2009 by voice vote, along with other Obama appointees.
               As secretary, Vilsack oversaw the strongest growth in agricultural trade the country
               has ever witnessed. Moreover, new free trade agreements, negotiated in part by Vilsack and signed by President Obama, with Colombia, South
               Korea, and Panama to boost export opportunities for American farmers suggest that the growth
               in agricultural trade will continue. In addition, while Vilsack was in office, the
               USDA helped increase the number of farmers’ markets around the country and created
               200 new regional food distribution centers to help connect farmers with broader regional
               markets.
            

            
             In 2015, Vilsack expressed an interest in resigning from his position because of
               the lack of work. The Washington Post reported that Vilsack told the president, “There are days when I have literally nothing
               to do.” In an effort to keep Vilsack on, Obama asked the secretary to look into the
               opioid addiction epidemic. The new assignment must have addressed the issue of the lack of purpose that Vilsack
               was feeling, as he ultimately stayed on as secretary through the end of Obama’s second
               term. He resigned and left the position on 13 January 2017, one week prior to Donald Trump being inaugurated.
            

            
         

         
         	VOLKSWAGEN EMISSIONS

         
         	
            A scandal involving the Volkswagen (VW) automobile maker, in which the company intentionally
               built computer programs into some of its vehicles in order to pass government laboratory
               emissions testing. The scandal broke on 18 September 2015, when the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a notice to Volkswagen that they were in violation of the Clean Air
               Act.
            

            
            
               An exhaust emissions test in which automaker Volkswagen later admitted to installing
                     devices that could affect the outcome.
                  

               

            

             A 2014 study on emission discrepancies between European Union and U.S. models, by
               the International Council on Clean Transportation, resulted in the detection of the
               computer program. The study detected that the turbocharged direct injection (TDI)
               diesel engines would meet U.S. emission standards during regulatory testing, but would
               emit up to 40 times more pollution when tested in real-world driving scenarios. As
               a result, Volkswagen became a target of regulatory agencies in numerous countries.
               On 21 April 2017, a federal court levied a $2.8 billion criminal fine for rigging
               the diesel vehicles to cheat on emissions tests.
            

            
             Although President Barack Obama never publicly commented on the scandal, he and his
               administration came under fire from members of the Democratic Party. Specifically, Senator Bill Nelson (D-Florida) stated that there was a big problem
               with the Obama administration when it comes to oversight of the auto industry. Nelson
               asked what the administration was doing about companies and corporate executives that
               put profits ahead of safety and the environment. Finally, on 9 January 2017, 11 days before Obama left office, the Federal Bureau
               of Investigation arrested Oliver Schmidt, the head of regulatory compliance in the
               United States, for his role in the scandal. Schmidt pleaded guilty in his court hearing
               on 4 August 2017. See also CLIMATE CHANGE; CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY (CAFE) STANDARDS.
            

            
         

         
         	VOTER ID LAWS

         
         	
            Legislation passed in Republican-leaning states that requires voters to present some form of identification, beyond
               their signature, in order to cast a ballot on Election Day. These voter ID laws became
               popular in the aftermath of the 2008 election cycle. Many believe that the motivation was the success candidate Barack Obama had
               in mobilizing marginalized voters. However, most Republican legislators argue that
               such policies help to reduce voter fraud, while there are some Republicans who have
               admitted that the policies were passed to help Mitt Romney win the 2012 election against Obama. The legality of these laws has been challenged in federal courts throughout
               the country, with some states losing the ability to implement strict photo identification
               enforcement because of the manner in which the laws disproportionately disenfranchise
               minority communities.
            

            
            
               A sign outside of a polling location reminding voters that IDs are required to cast
                     a ballot.
                  

               

            

            There were even more of these laws written following the ruling of the Supreme Court in Shelby County v. Holder in November 2012. With the ruling, states and legislative districts with a history
               of voting rights violations are no longer required to seek federal government approval
               of changes in their voting practices. President Obama came out publicly against the
               passage of voter identification laws, in March 2015. He noted that in some places,
               the price of obtaining an ID is costly and could cost an individual as much as $150.
               However, this position was in stark contrast to his position on identification laws
               following the 2014 midterm election. Following those elections, President Obama stated that it was not voter identification
               laws that keep minority voters away but rather apathy.
            

            
         

         
         	V.O.W. TO HIRE HEROES ACT

         
         	
            The initials V.O.W. in the title of the new law stand for Veterans Opportunity to
               Work. The act was signed into law by President Barack Obama on 21 November 2011. Most
               of the provisions within the law are a direct result of the work done by the Joining Forces initiative led by the vice president’s wife, Jill Biden, and First Lady Michelle Obama. The act aids the transition of veterans to civilian life by offering education and
               job training opportunities. In addition, the legislation provides tax credits to businesses
               who hire veterans. See also RETURNING HEROES TAX CREDIT; VETERANS’ AFFAIRS COMMITTEE; VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT; WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT.
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         	WALMART STORES INC. V. DUKES ET AL

         
         	
            A 2011 Supreme Court case that included the United States’ largest employer, Walmart, in a class-action
               lawsuit that alleged the company engages in gender discrimination. The argument before
               the Court was to determine the standing of the 1.6 million female employees of Walmart
               involved in the lawsuit. The corporation’s position was that because the women were employed at different Walmart locations, there would be significant variance
               in discrimination if any took place. A Walmart employee, Betty Dukes, was the lead
               plaintiff, and her specific allegation was that the company routinely passed up women
               for pay increases and promotions. President Barack Obama, through presidential memoranda,
               public statements, and the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, made gender workplace discrimination a principal concern of his administration.
            

            
             On 20 June 2011, the Supreme Court handed down its decision, ruling in Walmart’s
               favor. The justices unanimously agreed that the women did not have enough in common
               to constitute a “class” and therefore could not proceed in a class-action lawsuit
               that sought monetary damages. In a more controversial auxiliary decision, the Court
               ruled 5–4 that the group of women could not proceed with any form of class-action
               lawsuit. In a dissenting opinion, Associate Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan indicated that they could see common issues among the plaintiffs’ complaints and
               that the group did have standing for some types of class-action lawsuits, just not
               one that involved gaining monetary compensation. The Obama administration, through
               the president’s press secretary, expressed dismay over the ruling.
            

            
         

         
         	WARNER, MARK (15 DECEMBER 1954–)

         
         	
            A Democratic U.S. senator from Virginia and the keynote speaker at the 2008 Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado. Warner was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, and attended George Washington University,
               where he received a B.A. in 1977. He then attended Harvard Law School, receiving a J.D. in 1980. After graduation, Warner began his political career by
               working as a staffer for Senator Christopher Dodd (D-Connecticut). In 1996, he was an unsuccessful candidate for a U.S. Senate seat
               from Virginia, losing to Republican John Warner, who is not related. In 2001, Mark Warner ran for governor of Virginia,
               and this time he won, serving from early 2002 to early 2006. Virginia is the only
               state in the country that does not allow governors to succeed themselves in office,
               although they are reeligible after a term out of office. Warner left the governor’s
               office with extremely high public approval and two years later, in 2008, won a seat
               in the U.S. Senate from Virginia. He won reelection in 2014 to a term that will expire
               in 2021.
            

            
            During the 2008 election cycle, Warner campaigned vigorously for then-senator Barack
               Obama. His level of commitment on behalf of Obama was considered somewhat extraordinary
               given that he was himself running for a U.S. Senate seat. But observers noted that
               Warner may have been trying to create “coattails” for himself in Virginia. One can
               imagine, for instance, that if Barack Obama were able to mobilize African Americans
               and youth voters in Virginia, this would benefit all Democratic Party candidates in the state. In the end, his work on behalf of the Obama campaign resulted
               in Warner being named the keynote speaker at the party’s nominating convention in
               2008, which arguably provided a boost to his Senate campaign.
            

            
            Both Obama and Warner won their election contests, and most pertinently, Obama became
               the first Democratic Party presidential candidate to win the state of Virginia since
               Lyndon Johnson in 1964. After Obama won the presidency, Warner, from his position
               in the Senate, worked with the Obama administration on a proposal to boost credit
               to small business owners and also on the Small Business Jobs Act, which Obama signed
               into law in 2010. The new law extended loan provisions and offered  tax   cuts for small business owners. 
            

            
            As a senator, Warner was a consistent supporter of President Obama, voting for most
               of the bills backed by the president, while maintaining a bipartisan posture. During
               the  114th Congress   (2015–16), Warner was named the 10th most bipartisan member of the Senate by the
               Lugar Center. Notably, in 2010, he voted in support of the  Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act   and the  Dodd-Frank Act. In 2011, Warner also voted in support of the four-year extension of the USA  Patriot Act. Following the multiple  mass shootings   during the Obama administration, he voted to expand background checks and to strengthen
               gun control   laws. Since his time in the Senate, he has been appointed to serve as the vice
               chair of the Senate Democratic Caucus. 
            

            
         

         
         	WARREN, ELIZABETH (22 JUNE 1949–)

         
         	
            A Democratic U.S. senator from Massachusetts who was instrumental in the creation of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) in 2010. The consumer protection watchdog agency had been a priority of the
               Barack Obama administration since its first days but was strongly opposed by most
               Republican Party members of Congress as unnecessary government meddling in the private sector. Warren
               was born and raised in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and attended George Washington University
               in 1966 but left after two years, eventually earning her B.S. at the University of
               Houston in 1970. She also attended law school at Rutgers University and graduated
               with a J.D. in 1976. Prior to entering politics, Warren was an elementary school teacher,
               a lawyer, a law professor, and a bankruptcy analyst.
            

            
             In 2008, Warren was appointed to chair the Congressional Oversight Panel for the
               Troubled Asset Relief Program, the government program created in the George W. Bush administration as a response to the collapse of large banking interests in 2008.
               Specifically, the program authorized the national government to purchase assets and
               equity from financial institutions to strengthen the financial sector. Warren oversaw
               the panel for two years, until she became a special assistant to President Obama to
               help create the CFPB, which would be charged with policing the financial sector and
               protecting consumers. Once the CFPB was officially established, Warren was passed
               over to serve as chair of the agency due to strong opposition from Senate Republicans
               who felt she was too prone to advocate government regulation over free enterprise
               solutions to banking matters.
            

            
             In late 2011, Warren made her first foray into elected politics and declared her
               intention to run for the U.S. Senate from Massachusetts in 2012. She was unopposed
               in the Democratic Party primary, arguably because of a White House endorsement. Warren defeated the Republican
               incumbent Scott Brown, becoming the first woman to be elected to the U.S. Senate from the state of Massachusetts. During the Senate
               election campaign, Warren was granted a prime-time speaking slot at the Democratic National Convention in 2012, possibly as a means to boost her electoral prospects. Her election triumph over
               an incumbent lawmaker was considered a huge victory for the Democratic Party in 2012.
               In an ironic twist, Warren now serves in the legislative body alongside her detractors
               who worked so hard to derail her efforts at consumer protection.
            

            
         

         
         	WASHINGTON MONUMENT

         
         	
            An obelisk monument built on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., to commemorate
               the first president of the United States, George Washington. The monument is the world’s
               tallest stone structure and the world’s tallest obelisk, standing just over 554 feet
               tall. Construction of the monument began in 1848 but was stopped in 1854 because of
               a lack of funds. Construction resumed in 1877 and resulted in a slightly different
               shade of marble, because the new rock was quarried from a different source. The change
               in stone color can be noticed around 150 feet up on the monument. The memorial was
               completed and dedicated on 21 February 1885.
            

            
            
               The Washington Monument with the Capitol, undergoing restoration, in the background.
                     Photo taken by Rebecca Pomante.
                  

               

            

             On 23 August 2011, during the Barack Obama administration, the monument experienced
               damage from an earthquake that originated in Virginia, and additional damage when
               Hurricane Irene hit the East Coast several days later. Damage to the structure required
               the National Park Service and the Trust for the National Mall to close the monument
               to the public for 32 months while repairs were completed. The monument was reopened
               to visitors on 12 May 2014. However, in 2016, the monument was again closed to the
               public because of reliability issues with the elevator system. The $2 to $3 million
               dollar elevator project is expected to keep the monument closed until sometime in
               2019.
            

            
         

         
         	WHITE HOUSE BEER

         
         	
            A honey ale produced at the White House during the Barack Obama administration. The
               beverage is the first known beer to be brewed in the White House. The drink made its
               first appearance at the 2011 Super Bowl football party, hosted by President Obama
               and First Lady Michelle Obama. Production of the beer began in January 2011 when the president purchased a home
               brewing kit and then asked the White House chefs to come up with a recipe for a quality
               beverage. The chefs decided on ale that is produced with honey that comes from the
               White House beehive, located on the South Lawn, near the White House Vegetable Garden. Since 2011, two more brews have been added to the president’s portfolio of home
               brews, the White House Honey Blonde Ale and the White House Honey Porter. The popularity
               of the beverages grew, and in 2012 a media outlet, using a Freedom of Information
               Act request, insisted on learning the specific recipes for the concoctions. The White
               House complied on 1 September 2012, releasing the recipes on the White House blog.
               See also BEER SUMMIT.
            

            
         

         
         	WHITE HOUSE VEGETABLE GARDEN

         
         	
            Shortly after the move to Washington, D.C., in 2009 Michelle Obama became the first presidential wife to plant a vegetable garden since Eleanor Roosevelt’s
               victory garden during World War II. In an effort to lead by example for her Let’s Move   Campaign, which addresses the issue of childhood obesity, the First Lady planted an organic
               vegetable garden that would be harvested by the White House chefs for the First Family’s
               meals and their guests. The mission of the garden is to educate children about healthful,
               locally grown foods.
            

            
             The garden is 1,100 square feet and is located on the South Lawn of the White House
               property, and the garden includes vegetables, fruits, and herbs. In an effort to keep
               children interested in healthy eating, the First Lady routinely invited schoolchildren
               to the White House to plant and harvest the garden. Any food harvested and not used
               for meals at the White House was donated to a local soup kitchen and food bank. In
               2014, when President Barack Obama met with Pope Francis at the Vatican, he presented the pontiff with seeds from plants grown in the garden.
               After the Obamas left the White House, the new First Lady, Melania Trump, expressed
               her commitment to the preservation of the garden. See also SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS.
            

            
         

         
         	WIKILEAKS

         
         	
            An international, online organization founded by Julian Assange in 2006 that seeks to publish secret and classified information from anonymous sources.
               During the Barack Obama administration, millions of top secret files have been released
               by WikiLeaks. The organization obtained documents from the U.S. State Department,
               the U.S. Department of Defense, and the Democratic National Committee.
            

            
            
               View of the WikiLeaks homepage with a photo of founder Julian Assange.

               

            

            Documents from the U.S. State Department included diplomatic cables that dealt with
               the Afghanistan War, the Guantanamo Bay detention center, and other diplomatic topics, including the political maneuvering
               of nations on the topic of climate change and nuclear disarmament, and U.S. actions
               in the War on Terror. Importantly, WikiLeaks does not just publish leaked information
               from the United States, but information from any government that is deemed sufficiently
               relevant is released. For example, in July 2012, the online website posted two million
               e-mails and documents from Syrian political figures. The site also released documents in 2015 related to the Trans-Pacific Partnership, with each country’s position on the proposed policies.
            

            
            The purpose of WikiLeaks, according to its website, is “to bring important news and
               information to the public.” The organization believes that by providing classified
               information to the public, it is doing a service to the world’s people by letting
               them know what their governments are doing. Due to the divisive nature of the actions
               and goals of the organization, the information used to run the website has been spread
               across multiple servers in Sweden and other countries. The decentralized nature of
               the operation came about as the result of efforts by the U.S. government to shut the
               website down. As currently configured, the organization has evaded attempts to disable
               its website and operations.
            

            
            Notably, the organization played a significant role in the 2016 elections in the United States. On 4 July 2016, it released 1,258 e-mails from Hillary Clinton during her time as secretary of state. Roughly two weeks later, WikiLeaks published
               tens of thousands of e-mails and thousands of files from the Democratic National Committee.
               Some of the e-mails criticized Bernie Sanders and showed favoritism toward Hillary Clinton. Cybersecurity experts believe the release of the e-mails and files was the result of Russian hacking under the direction of Vladimir Putin to help get Donald Trump elected. See also SNOWDEN, EDWARD (21 JUNE 1983–).
            

            
         

         
         	WILSON, ADDISON “JOE” (31 JULY 1947–)

         
         	
            A Republican U.S. representative from South Carolina whose breach of decorum during a 2009 address
               by President Barack Obama to a joint session of Congress caused the specter of incivilities
               in Congress to gain special attention. Wilson was born and raised in Charleston, South
               Carolina, and received a B.A. from Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia,
               and a J.D. from the University of Virginia in 1972. He was first elected to the U.S.
               House of Representatives in a 2001 special election and has won reelection to an additional
               eight two-year terms.
            

            
             On 9 September 2009, President Obama was addressing a joint session of Congress on
               the subject of health-care reform. The purpose of the address was to outline and clarify
               the president’s health-care proposals and to address criticisms and misinformation
               that had been circulating about his reform proposals. During the speech, Wilson interrupted
               by pointing his finger at the president and shouting “you lie” twice. The outburst
               came about as the result of the president’s comments regarding health-care coverage
               for illegal immigrants. Specifically, during the speech, Obama said, “There are also
               those who claim that our reform effort will insure illegal immigrants. This, too,
               is false. The reforms I’m proposing would not apply to those who are here illegally.”
               The statement prompted Wilson’s interruption.
            

            
             Immediately following the address, then–White House chief of staff Rahm Emanuel requested that Republican Party leaders identify the heckler and urge him to apologize.
               Members from both political parties publicly condemned the outburst. Wilson was slow
               to apologize but eventually relented, and the president accepted his expression of
               regret. On 15 September 2009, the House of Representatives approved a “resolution
               of disapproval” against Wilson for his actions during the president’s address. Contrary
               to what one might expect, the attention Wilson received only served to make him more
               electorally secure. In 2010, the election immediately following his outburst, he won
               by nine percentage points over his closest rival. Seemingly his popularity continued
               to work for him in the 2012 general election, when he ran unopposed and was reelected
               with 96 percent of the vote. In 2014, despite being challenged by two office seekers,
               Wilson secured more than 62 percent of the vote. Once again in 2016, Wilson found
               himself in a three-way race but easily won with 60.3 percent of votes cast. See also TEA PARTY.
            

            
         

         
         	WOMEN

         
         	
            The topic of women and gender equality in the United States was salient many times
               during the Barack Obama administration. Even before he was seated as president, the
               issue of gender was in the spotlight as Obama faced off against Hillary Clinton (D-New York) for the Democratic Party nomination. Prior to her conceding the race to Obama, Clinton was seen by many to
               be the candidate most likely to win the nomination and become the first female president
               of the United States. Although Clinton did not win the Democratic nomination, the
               issue of women serving in a prominent political office remained a topic during the
               2008 campaign. In an ironic twist, because women voters in the United States are generally
               more liberal than male voters, John McCain (R-Arizona) picked a staunch conservative female, Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska, as his running mate. Palin was only the second woman to ever be chosen
               as a vice presidential candidate and the first woman chosen by the Republican Party.
            

            
             During Obama’s time in office, he appointed many women to top positions in his cabinet.
               In 2009, Hillary Clinton became the secretary of state, Hilda Solis the secretary of labor, Kathleen Sebelius the secretary of health and human services, and Janet Napolitano the secretary of homeland security. At the beginning of his second term in 2013,
               Obama chose Sally Jewell to become the secretary of the interior and Penny Pritzker to become the secretary of commerce. In addition to these women, President Obama
               also nominated or favored other women for high office that were turned back by the
               Senate. In one high-profile incident, the president had pegged Susan Rice to be the next secretary of state after Clinton’s decision to step down. Rice, however,
               was forced to withdraw her name from consideration after Republicans in the U.S. Senate
               threatened to filibuster her nomination, which at the time would have prevented a
               confirmation vote on the floor of the Senate. Rice’s miscommunication in the aftermath
               of attacks on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, was the basis for the partisan rejection. Notably, both President Obama’s picks
               to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court during his time in office were women: Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan.
            

            
             With the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Obama’s signature health-care reform, the rights of women to control their reproductive
               health became a salient public policy issue. Access to contraception, birth control,
               and abortions were hotly debated. The new health-care legislation mandated that women
               be able to receive birth control without a copay and to have access to Plan B, a “morning
               after” birth control option, without a prescription. Many conservative groups and
               employers protested the idea that they should have to provide insurance that covers
               birth control and “abortions.” In the end, religious employers were granted an exemption
               from providing insurance coverage for birth control without a copay. Plan B, on the
               other hand, became obtainable over the counter without a prescription to women and
               girls 15 years of age or older.
            

            
             During the election of 2012, the issue of the underrepresentation of women in political life again came into
               focus. In the second presidential debate between President Obama and Mitt Romney, the president’s Republican opponent touted that he had “binders full of women,”
               which he would use to fill positions in his administration if elected president. Romney
               also promoted his record as Massachusetts governor, noting that women held more senior
               leadership positions in Massachusetts than in any other state. However, days after
               the debate, media reports indicated that Romney was not as proactive about hiring
               women as he had suggested in the debate. The binders were actually provided to him
               by a women’s group and not upon his request as he had suggested during the debate.
               Moreover, women held a total of 42 percent of top posts in the Massachusetts state
               government at the beginning of the Romney gubernatorial term, but that total fell
               to 25 percent by the end of his administration.
            

            
             The 113th Congress brought more women into government, with a new record being set for the U.S. Congress.
               A total of 100 women served throughout the 113th Congress, with 20 women (16 Democrats
               and 4 Republicans) in the Senate and 80 women (61 Democrats and 19 Republicans) in
               the House of Representatives. The progress of women being elected to national legislative
               seats continued to climb in the 114th Congress, with a total of 104 women starting the session. This new record for women serving
               increased their representation in Congress to 19.4 percent. This record high, however,
               is still far short of the 50 percent needed for descriptive representation. The 114th
               Congress also brought a new first with the first openly gay woman, Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin),
               being elected to the U.S. Senate.
            

            
             The inability for women to have equal representation in government has been a reoccurring
               concern throughout the first two decades of the 21st century. This has never been
               more evident than in the 2016 election, in which Hillary Clinton ran against Donald Trump for president. Despite the qualifications Clinton had as a First Lady, senator, and
               secretary of state, she still lost to a man without any government experience. Clinton
               was clearly one of the most qualified presidential candidates in history. Many attribute
               sexism as one of the reasons Clinton lost the election. The glass ceiling for the
               highest government position in the United States remains intact. In the 2016 elections,
               women held their advances in Congress, with 104 women being elected to serve in the
               115th Congress (2017–18). See also BACHMANN, MICHELE (6 APRIL 1956–); BIDEN, JILL (5 JUNE 1951–); BLANK, REBECCA (9 SEPTEMBER 1955–); BURWELL V. HOBBY LOBBY; FLUKE, SANDRA K. (17 APRIL 1981–); GIFFORDS, GABRIELLE (GABBY) (8 JUNE 1970–); JACKSON, LISA P. (8 FEBRUARY, 1962–); JARRETT, VALERIE (14 NOVEMBER 1956–); LILLY LEDBETTER FAIR PAY ACT OF 2009; LYNCH, LORETTA E. (21 MAY 1959–); MILLS, KAREN G. (14 SEPTEMBER 1953–); OBAMA, MICHELLE (17 JANUARY 1964–); O’CONNOR, SANDRA D. (26 MARCH 1930–); PELOSI, NANCY (26 MARCH 1940–); PIERSON, JULIA (21 JULY 1959–); POWER, SAMANTHA (21 SEPTEMBER 1970–); ROMER, CHRISTINA (25 DECEMBER 1958–); THE UNITED STATE OF WOMEN SUMMIT; THE VIEW; WALMART STORES INC. V. DUKES ET AL; WARREN, ELIZABETH (22 JUNE 1949–); YELLEN, JANET (13 AUGUST 1946–); ZIKA.
            

            
         

         
         	WOUNDED WARRIORS TAX CREDIT

         
         	
            An additional tax credit that President Barack Obama proposed to Congress in August 2011, along with
               the Returning Heroes tax credit. The legislation was passed by Congress and signed by the president on 21 November
               2011. Specifically, the new law provides considerable tax breaks to employers who
               hire veterans injured during their service to the country. The legislation more than
               doubles the previous tax credit for employers who hire veterans with disabilities.
               Specifically, the old credit of $4,800 remained in place, and the legislation added
               a new credit whereby employers receive a 40 percent credit on the first $24,000 of
               wages ($5,600) paid to a disabled veteran who has been unemployed for at least six
               months. See also JOINING FORCES; VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT; V.O.W. TO HIRE HEROES ACT.
            

            
         

         
         	WRIGHT, JEREMIAH (22 SEPTEMBER 1941–)

         
         	
            The pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago, Illinois. This is the church that Barack Obama and his family attended before he was elected
               president. Wright was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and earned a B.A. and an
               M.A. from Howard University located in the nation’s capital. He later received a master’s
               of divinity degree from the University of Chicago Divinity School and a doctor of
               ministry degree from the United Theological College, where he studied under the Reverend
               Samuel DeWitt Proctor, who had strong ties to the John F. Kennedy administration and
               held various political titles throughout the 1960s and in the Jimmy Carter administration. The nature of the Reverend Wright’s educational background, in particular
               his affiliation with the Reverend Proctor, arguably makes him more inclined to deliver
               sermons with a political message.
            

            
             In 1972, Wright became the pastor at Trinity United Church of Christ, and he grew
               the congregation from approximately 100 to over 8,500. Two of the new parishioners
               were Barack Obama and Michelle (Obama) Robinson, who were married at the church on 3 October 1992. Wright gained national
               media attention during the election of 2008 when his sermons were scrutinized for the impact they may have had on the beliefs
               of Barack Obama. Many of the sermons given at Trinity by Wright held deep philosophical
               messages that enlisted a racial context that some have interpreted as anti-Semitic.
               In an effort to combat the perception that he held the same views as his pastor, Obama
               publicly disagreed with the pastor and during the 2008 campaign quit the church. Moreover,
               in an attempt to distance himself from Wright’s views on race, on 18 March 2008, Obama
               gave a speech titled “A More Perfect Union,” which addressed the subject of racial
               tensions, racial inequality, white privilege as well as black “anger,” and white “resentment.”
               See also MUSLIM.
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         	YELLEN, JANET (13 AUGUST 1946–)

         
         	
            An economist and the chair of the U.S. Federal Reserve nominated by President Barack
               Obama, Yellen was born on 13 August 1946 to a Jewish family in Brooklyn, New York.
               In 1967, she graduated from Brown University with a degree in economics and continued
               her studies, earning a Ph.D. from Yale University in 1971. From 1971 to 1976 she served
               as an economics professor at Harvard University. Following her time at Harvard, she
               held an economist position with the Federal Reserve’s Board of Governors for two years
               until moving to London in 1978. From 1978 to 1980, Yellen was a faculty member at
               the London School of Economics. Starting in 1980 she began teaching at Berkeley’s
               Haas School of Business.
            

            
             Her career in government began in 1994, when she served as a member of the Board
               of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. In February 1997, she left the Federal
               Reserve to serve as chair of the Council of Economic Advisers through the end of President
               Bill Clinton’s second term. Also during this time, she chaired the Economic Policy Committee of
               the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. From 2004 to 2010 Yellen
               was the president and chief executive officer of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.
               On 28 April 2010, President Obama nominated Yellen to serve as vice chair of the Federal
               Reserve System under Ben Bernanke. She was sworn in on 4 October 2010 for a four-year term, which ended on 4 October
               2014. However, she was never able to finish out her term as vice chair, as President
               Obama nominated her to replace Ben Bernanke as the Federal Research Chair on 9 October
               2013.
            

            
             During the hearing, for her confirmation to the position as chair of the Federal
               Reserve, Yellen had to defend the stimulus and how it was necessary to help the U.S. economy. Despite the success of the stimulus, Yellen’s appointment was controversial, with
               a Republican filibuster attempting to block the nomination. However, on 20 December
               2013, the Senate voted for cloture to end the filibuster, and on 6 January 2014 she
               was confirmed by a 56–26 vote. Her confirmation made her the first woman to ever hold the position as chair of the Federal Reserve. She will hold the appointment
               for four years, until early 2018, when she would then need the nomination of President
               Donald Trump to continue in the role. Following the election of Donald Trump, Yellen vowed to
               protect Dodd-Frank, a series of bank regulations, which the new president has vowed to eliminate.
            

         

         
         	YES WE CAN

         
         	
            One of the two slogans used by Barack Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign. Senior campaign
               adviser David Axelrod is credited with writing the slogan. During campaign rallies, the phrase “Yes We
               Can” would routinely be chanted by audience members before and after Obama spoke.
               The slogan could be interpreted as a simple rally cry, but in the case of Obama’s
               candidacy, the chant took on added significance because of his African American heritage
               and the significant underrepresentation of blacks serving in elected office in the
               United States. See also CHANGE WE CAN BELIEVE IN.
            

         

      

      
      
   
      Z

      
      
      
         
         	ZIENTS, JEFFREY (12 NOVEMBER 1966–)

         
         	
            Twice the acting director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in the Barack
               Obama administration. Zients also served as the director of the National Economic
               Council and as the country’s federal chief performance officer, a new post created
               by the Obama White House within the OMB that serves as a type of ombudsman for the
               federal budget process and government reform initiatives. Zients was born in Kensington,
               Maryland, and earned a B.S. in political science from Duke University in 1988. He
               spent nearly 21 years in the private sector and in 2005, acting as a business entrepreneur,
               was part of an ownership consortium that managed to purchase the Washington Nationals
               expansion baseball franchise, bringing Major League Baseball back to the nation’s
               capital. In June 2009, the U.S. Senate confirmed Zients as the OMB deputy director
               for management, his first political position.
            

            
             In his role as federal chief performance officer, Zients’s assignment was to streamline
               government processes, cut costs, and find the best practices for U.S. government organizations.
               In July 2010, he was appointed to be the OMB’s acting director after Peter Orszag
               departed. He served in this capacity until November 2010, when Jack Lew was confirmed. On 17 January 2012, he was once again appointed to be acting director
               of the OMB. His appointment ended with the confirmation of Sylvia Burwell on 24 April 2013. During the Obama administration, Zients was particularly instrumental
               in developing strategies to deal with the 2012 fiscal cliff debate that was ongoing with Republican Party leaders in Congress. In these negotiations, Obama was inclined to argue for a “balanced
               approach,” one with a mixture of spending cuts and new revenues. Zients helped to
               develop this message and many of the specific policy prescriptions it entailed.
            

            
             Following the rocky launch of Healthcare.gov in October 2013, the website Americans
               were expected to use to enroll in health insurance, as laid out in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Zients was tapped by the president to fix the problem. Over the next several months,
               he and his technology team worked tirelessly to fix the website. By 1 December 2013,
               the Department of Health and Human Services released a statement stating that Healthcare.gov
               “is night and day from where it was on 1 October.” The acceptance of this job postponed
               his promotion to serve as the director of the National Economic Council. Following
               the fixing of the website, Zients started serving as director on 5 March 2014 until
               President Obama left office on 20 January 2017.
            

            

            
            A pregnant women spraying herself with mosquito repellent to protect against Zika.

            

            
         

         
         	ZIKA

         
         	
            An infectious disease, caused by a virus of the same name, which is typically carried
               and transmitted by Aedes type mosquitoes. The Aedes mosquito is typically found in
               tropical and subtropical zones, such as the southern portions of the United States,
               Central and South America, and the Caribbean. Most often, individuals who contract
               the virus do not know they have it, because symptoms are rarely visible. However,
               when symptoms do appear, they include fever, skin rashes, eye redness and irritation,
               muscle and joint pain, and headache. Overall the virus is not deadly to humans; however,
               if contracted by a pregnant woman, the fetus can suffer from a birth defect known
               as microcephaly, typically causing the head of the baby to be abnormally small, or
               it can result in miscarriages and stillbirths. The virus was first identified and
               isolated in Africa in 1947; however an outbreak started in Brazil in 2015 and quickly
               spread throughout the Americas.
            

            
             The spread of the virus caused the World Health Organization (WHO) to declare a Public
               Health Emergency of International Concern in February 2016. However, prior to the
               WHO alert, the U.S. Center for Disease Control issued a travel alert, in January 2016,
               for all pregnant women considering travel to tropical locations where the Zika virus
               was present. Following the travel alert, the Barack Obama administration asked Congress
               to allocate $1.8 billion in emergency appropriation funds to defeat the Zika virus.
               Yet, due to the gridlock efforts of congressional Republicans, the president ultimately had to settle for $589 million transferred from other departments
               and allocated funds, such as the funds Congress had earmarked to fight the spread
               of the Ebola virus. Although the WHO emergency was lifted in November 2016, the organization was
               still reporting cases of infected individuals in several countries as late as March
               2017.
            

         

      

      
      
   
      Appendix A

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Cabinet

         
      

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Executive Department

               
               
               	
                  1st Term Leader(s)

               
               
               	
                  2nd Term Leader(s)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of State

               
               
               	
                  Hillary Clinton

               
               
               	
                  John Kerry

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of the Treasury

               
               
               	
                  Timothy Geithner

               
               
               	
                  Jack Lew

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Defense

               
               
               	
                  Robert Gates

                  
                  Leon Panetta

               
               
               	
                  Chuck Hagel

                  
                  Ash Carter

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Justice

               
               
               	
                  Eric Holder

               
               
               	
                  Eric Holder

                  
                  Loretta Lynch

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of the Interior

               
               
               	
                  Ken Salazar

               
               
               	
                  Sally Jewell

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Agriculture

               
               
               	
                  Tom Vilsack

               
               
               	
                  Tom Vilsack

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Commerce

               
               
               	
                  Gary Locke

                  
                  John Bryson

               
               
               	
                  Penny Pritzker

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Labor

               
               
               	
                  Hilda Solis

               
               
               	
                  Thomas Perez

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Health and Human Services

               
               
               	
                  Kathleen Sebelius

               
               
               	
                  Kathleen Sebelius

                  
                  Sylvia Burwell

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Housing and Urban Development

               
               
               	
                  Shaun Donovan

               
               
               	
                  Shaun Donovan

                  
                  Julián Castro

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Transportation

               
               
               	
                  Ray LaHood

               
               
               	
                  Anthony Foxx

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Energy

               
               
               	
                  Steven Chu

               
               
               	
                  Ernest Moniz

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Education

               
               
               	
                  Arne Duncan

               
               
               	
                  Arne Duncan

                  
                  John King Jr.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Veterans Affairs

               
               
               	
                  Eric Shinseki

               
               
               	
                  Eric Shinseki

                  
                  Robert McDonald

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Department of Homeland Security

               
               
               	
                  Janet Napolitano

               
               
               	
                  Jeh Johnson

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Other Cabinet-Level Positions:

               
               
               	
                   

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Vice president

               
               
               	
                  Joe Biden

               
               
               	
                  Joe Biden

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chief of staff

               
               
               	
                  Rahm Emanuel

                  
                  William Daley

                  
                  Jack Lew

               
               
               	
                  Denis McDonough

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EPA administrator

               
               
               	
                  Lisa Jackson

               
               
               	
                  Gina McCarthy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OMB director

               
               
               	
                  Peter Orszag

                  
                  Jack Lew

               
               
               	
                  Sylvia Mathews Burwell

                  
                  Shaun Donovan

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  U.S. trade representative

               
               
               	
                  Ron Kirk

               
               
               	
                  Michael Froman

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ambassador to the UN

               
               
               	
                  Susan Rice

               
               
               	
                  Samantha Power

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chair of CEA

               
               
               	
                  Christina Romer

                  
                  Austan Goolsbee

                  
                  Alan Krueger

               
               
               	
                  Alan Krueger

                  
                  Jason Furman

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SBA administrator

               
               
               	
                  Karen Mills

               
               
               	
                  Karen Mills

                  
                  Maria Contreras-Sweet

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Appendix B

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Presidential Election Victories

         
      

      
      The median popular vote percentage of the winning presidential candidate since the
         1824 election, or the first election when the people voted for president, is 51.01
         percent. Barack Obama’s popular vote percentage in 2012 was precisely at the median
         value, and his 2008 percentage was slightly higher than average. The median percentage
         in the modern era, defined as 1932–present, is exactly Obama’s 2008 total of 52.87
         percent. Considering Electoral College support, Barack Obama is also very close to
         average. During the entire time period (1789–2012), the median Electoral College vote
         percentage is 69.3 percent, or slightly higher than Obama’s support in either 2008
         or 2012. The difference, however, is less than one-half of a single standard deviation
         (16 percent) lower and hence statistically insignificant.
      

      
      One consideration of note, however, is that Barack Obama is the first multiple-term
         president since Franklin D. Roosevelt (1940–1944) to obtain a smaller percentage of
         the popular vote, and the Electoral College vote, in a second or subsequent election.
         George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon, and Dwight Eisenhower
         all increased their electoral percentages following their first term in office. Of
         course, Barack Obama’s vote percentage in his second election is higher than one-term
         presidents in the modern era who failed in their reelection bid (George H. W. Bush
         and Jimmy Carter).
      

      
       

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  President

               
               
               	
                  # 

               
               
               	
                  Year

               
               
               	
                  % Popular Vote

               
               
               	
                  % Electoral College Vote

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Barack H. Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  2012

               
               
               	
                  51.01

               
               
               	
                  61.7

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Barack H. Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  2008

               
               
               	
                  52.87

               
               
               	
                  67.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  2004

               
               
               	
                  50.73

               
               
               	
                  53.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  2000

               
               
               	
                  47.87*

               
               
               	
                  50.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  1996

               
               
               	
                  49.23

               
               
               	
                  70.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  1992

               
               
               	
                  43.01

               
               
               	
                  68.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George H. W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  41

               
               
               	
                  1988

               
               
               	
                  53.37

               
               
               	
                  79.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ronald Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  1984

               
               
               	
                  58.77

               
               
               	
                  97.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ronald Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  1980

               
               
               	
                  50.75

               
               
               	
                  90.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Carter

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  1976

               
               
               	
                  50.08

               
               
               	
                  55.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Richard Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  1972

               
               
               	
                  60.67

               
               
               	
                  96.7

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Richard Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  1968

               
               
               	
                  43.42

               
               
               	
                  55.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lyndon Johnson

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  1964

               
               
               	
                  61.05

               
               
               	
                  90.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  John Kennedy

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  1960

               
               
               	
                  49.72

               
               
               	
                  56.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Dwight Eisenhower

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  1956

               
               
               	
                  57.37

               
               
               	
                  86.1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Dwight Eisenhower

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  1952

               
               
               	
                  55.18

               
               
               	
                  83.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Harry Truman

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  1948

               
               
               	
                  49.55

               
               
               	
                  57.1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  1944

               
               
               	
                  53.39

               
               
               	
                  81.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  1940

               
               
               	
                  54.74

               
               
               	
                  84.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  1936

               
               
               	
                  60.80

               
               
               	
                  98.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  1932

               
               
               	
                  57.41

               
               
               	
                  88.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Herbert Hoover

               
               
               	
                  31

               
               
               	
                  1928

               
               
               	
                  58.21

               
               
               	
                  83.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Calvin Coolidge

               
               
               	
                  30

               
               
               	
                  1924

               
               
               	
                  54.04

               
               
               	
                  71.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Warren G. Harding

               
               
               	
                  29

               
               
               	
                  1920

               
               
               	
                  60.32

               
               
               	
                  76.1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Woodrow Wilson

               
               
               	
                  28

               
               
               	
                  1916

               
               
               	
                  49.24

               
               
               	
                  52.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Woodrow Wilson

               
               
               	
                  28

               
               
               	
                  1912

               
               
               	
                  41.84

               
               
               	
                  81.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William Taft

               
               
               	
                  27

               
               
               	
                  1908

               
               
               	
                  51.57

               
               
               	
                  66.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Theodore Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  26

               
               
               	
                  1904

               
               
               	
                  56.42

               
               
               	
                  70.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William McKinley

               
               
               	
                  25

               
               
               	
                  1900

               
               
               	
                  51.64

               
               
               	
                  65.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William McKinley

               
               
               	
                  25

               
               
               	
                  1896

               
               
               	
                  51.02

               
               
               	
                  60.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Grover Cleveland

               
               
               	
                  24

               
               
               	
                  1892

               
               
               	
                  46.02

               
               
               	
                  62.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Benjamin Harrison

               
               
               	
                  23

               
               
               	
                  1888

               
               
               	
                  47.80*

               
               
               	
                  58.1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Grover Cleveland

               
               
               	
                  22

               
               
               	
                  1884

               
               
               	
                  48.85

               
               
               	
                  54.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Garfield

               
               
               	
                  20

               
               
               	
                  1880

               
               
               	
                  48.31

               
               
               	
                  58.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Rutherford Hayes

               
               
               	
                  19

               
               
               	
                  1876

               
               
               	
                  47.92*

               
               
               	
                  50.1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulysses Grant

               
               
               	
                  18

               
               
               	
                  1872

               
               
               	
                  55.58

               
               
               	
                  81.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ulysses Grant

               
               
               	
                  18

               
               
               	
                  1868

               
               
               	
                  52.66

               
               
               	
                  72.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Abraham Lincoln

               
               
               	
                  16

               
               
               	
                  1864

               
               
               	
                  55.03

               
               
               	
                  91.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Abraham Lincoln

               
               
               	
                  16

               
               
               	
                  1860

               
               
               	
                  39.65

               
               
               	
                  59.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Buchanan

               
               
               	
                  15

               
               
               	
                  1856

               
               
               	
                  45.29

               
               
               	
                  58.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Franklin Pierce

               
               
               	
                  14

               
               
               	
                  1852

               
               
               	
                  50.83

               
               
               	
                  85.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Zachary Taylor

               
               
               	
                  12

               
               
               	
                  1848

               
               
               	
                  47.28

               
               
               	
                  56.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James K. Polk

               
               
               	
                  11

               
               
               	
                  1844

               
               
               	
                  49.54

               
               
               	
                  61.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  William H. Harrison

               
               
               	
                  9

               
               
               	
                  1840

               
               
               	
                  52.87

               
               
               	
                  79.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Martin Van Buren

               
               
               	
                  8

               
               
               	
                  1836

               
               
               	
                  50.79

               
               
               	
                  57.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Andrew Jackson

               
               
               	
                  7

               
               
               	
                  1832

               
               
               	
                  54.74

               
               
               	
                  76.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Andrew Jackson

               
               
               	
                  7

               
               
               	
                  1828

               
               
               	
                  55.93

               
               
               	
                  68.2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  John Q. Adams

               
               
               	
                  6

               
               
               	
                  1824

               
               
               	
                  30.92*

               
               
               	
                  32.2**

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Monroe

               
               
               	
                  5

               
               
               	
                  1820

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  98.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Monroe

               
               
               	
                  5

               
               
               	
                  1816

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  82.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Madison

               
               
               	
                  4

               
               
               	
                  1812

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  58.7

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  James Madison

               
               
               	
                  4

               
               
               	
                  1808

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  69.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Thomas Jefferson

               
               
               	
                  3

               
               
               	
                  1804

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  92.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Thomas Jefferson

               
               
               	
                  3

               
               
               	
                  1800

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  52.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  John Adams

               
               
               	
                  2

               
               
               	
                  1796

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  51.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George Washington

               
               
               	
                  1

               
               
               	
                  1792

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  100.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George Washington

               
               
               	
                  1

               
               
               	
                  1789

               
               
               	
                  No popular vote

               
               
               	
                  100.0

               
            

         
      

      

      
       

      
      * The candidate that became president did not have the highest percentage of the popular
         vote.
      

      
      ** No candidate received a majority of the Electoral College vote. The election was
         decided in the House of Representatives, where John Q. Adams received the support
         of 54.2 percent of the states.
      

      
       

      
      Note: Gerald Ford, the 38th president; Chester A. Arthur, the 21st president; Andrew Johnson,
         the 17th president; Millard Fillmore, the 13th president; and John Tyler, the 10th
         president were never elected president and hence are not shown in the table. Each
         filled the role of president following either the death or resignation of an elected
         president.
      

      
       

      
      Source: David Leip’s Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections, http://uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS
         (accessed 30 July 2013).
      

      
      
   
      Appendix C

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Midterm Elections

         
      

      
      Midterm elections are sometimes regarded as a referendum on the sitting president’s
         performance in office. But there are other variables that are in play, because the
         party of the president tends to lose seats even when the country’s economy or foreign
         policy situation is not particularly negative. Over the past 22 midterm elections,
         the president’s party has lost an average of 27.1 seats in the House and 3.64 seats
         in the Senate. In his first midterm election, President Barack Obama’s fate in this
         regard is above average for both chambers, with his loss in the Lower Chamber being
         more than two times greater than the average midterm election loss and just under
         two times greater than the average party retraction in the Senate. In his second midterm
         election, President Obama’s loss was mitigated slightly in the House, with a loss
         of one half the average; however, in the Senate his loss was almost three times greater
         than average. The loss of nine seats in the Senate resulted in the Republicans gaining
         control of the chamber for the first time since 2008.
      

      
       

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  President

               
               
               	
                  #

               
               
               	
                  Year

               
               
               	
                  President’s Party

               
               
               	
                  Net Gain/Loss

                  
                  House

               
               
               	
                  Net Gain/Loss

                  
                  Senate

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Barack Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  2014

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗13

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  2010

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗63

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  George W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  2006

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗30

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  2002

               
               
               	
                  REP +8

               
               
               	
                  REP +2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Bill Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  1998

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM +5

               
               
               	
                  No change

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1994

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗54

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  George H. W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  41

               
               
               	
                  1990

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗8

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Ronald Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  1986

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗5

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1982

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗26

               
               
               	
                  No change

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jimmy Carter

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  1978

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗15

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Gerald Ford

               
               
               	
                  38

               
               
               	
                  1974

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗48

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Richard Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  1970

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗12

               
               
               	
                  REP +1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lyndon Johnson

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  1966

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗48

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  John F. Kennedy

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  1962

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗4

               
               
               	
                  DEM +2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Dwight Eisenhower

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  1958

               
               
               	
                  Republican (REP)

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗48

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗12

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1954

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗18

               
               
               	
                  REP ˗2

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Harry Truman

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  1950

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗28

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1946

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗54

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗12

               
            

            
            
               	
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  1942

               
               
               	
                  Democrat (DEM)

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗45

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1938

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗72

               
               
               	
                  DEM ˗7

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1934

               
               
               	
                  DEM +9

               
               
               	
                  DEM +9

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Appendix D

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Executive Orders

         
      

      
      
      Executive orders (EOs) represent unilateral policy moves on the part of the chief
         executive intended to address domestic problems. Some have interpreted the use of
         EOs as evidence of an imperial presidency or a president that is extending his policy-making
         authority beyond the scope of what was intended by the country’s Founders. As one
         can see from the yearly average reported in the table (last column), in sheer numbers,
         President Obama has been the least likely of the modern presidents to use this form
         of autonomous or independent policy-making authority.
      

      
       

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  President

               
               
               	
                  #

               
               
               	
                  Beginning EO

               
               
               	
                  Ending EO

               
               
               	
                  Total EO

               
               
               	
                  EOs per Year*

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  13489

               
               
               	
                  13764

               
               
               	
                  276

               
               
               	
                  34.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  13198

               
               
               	
                  13488

               
               
               	
                  291

               
               
               	
                  36.4

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  12834

               
               
               	
                  13197

               
               
               	
                  364

               
               
               	
                  45.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  H. W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  41

               
               
               	
                  12668

               
               
               	
                  12833

               
               
               	
                  166

               
               
               	
                  41.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  12287

               
               
               	
                  12667

               
               
               	
                  381

               
               
               	
                  47.6

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Carter

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  11967

               
               
               	
                  12286

               
               
               	
                  320

               
               
               	
                  80.0

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ford

               
               
               	
                  38

               
               
               	
                  11798

               
               
               	
                  11966

               
               
               	
                  169

               
               
               	
                  70.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  11452

               
               
               	
                  11797

               
               
               	
                  346

               
               
               	
                  61.7

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Johnson

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  11128

               
               
               	
                  11451

               
               
               	
                  324

               
               
               	
                  63.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kennedy

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  10914

               
               
               	
                  11127

               
               
               	
                  214

               
               
               	
                  73.9

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Eisenhower

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  10432

               
               
               	
                  10913

               
               
               	
                  482

               
               
               	
                  60.3

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Truman

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  9538

               
               
               	
                  10431

               
               
               	
                  894

               
               
               	
                  122.8

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  6071

               
               
               	
                  9537

               
               
               	
                  3,467

               
               
               	
                  272.7

               
            

         
      

      

      
       

      
      * When presidents have not served complete years, the fraction of the year they served
         is used to calculate their yearly average. Obama’s total value and yearly average
         are calculated from 20 January 2009 to 20 January 2013.
      

      
       

      
      Source: Federal Register, http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/disposition.html.
      

      
      
   
      Appendix E

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Veto Activity

         
      

      
      Presidential vetoes are sometimes used as evidence of a president that is at odds
         with Congress, and the presidential veto is used less when the White House and Congress
         are controlled by the same political party. This was the case in President Obama’s
         first Congress, the 111th (2009–11). In the subsequent 112th and 113th Congresses,
         the Republican Party controlled the House of Representatives, while the Democratic
         Party controlled the Senate, which served as Obama’s veto. In the 114th Congress,
         when the Republican Party gained control of both legislative chambers, President Obama’s
         veto activity increased significantly. The table in this appendix shows the number
         of regular vetoes; the number of pocket vetoes; the number of vetoes overridden by
         Congress, which requires a two-thirds vote in both chambers; and the number of vetoes
         per year for each president from Franklin D. Roosevelt through Barack Obama.
      

      
       The only veto of President Obama’s to be overridden by Congress took place on 28
         September 2016. The bill passed by Congress would allow families of the 11 September
         2001 World Trade Center attacks to sue Saudi Arabia for its alleged role in the terrorist
         attacks. Bipartisan support for the legislation resulted in both chambers unanimously
         passing the bill. However, when the bill was presented to President Obama on 23 September
         2016, he vetoed it, returning it with a memorandum to Congress explaining his objection.
         President Obama’s rationale for vetoing the legislation was that he believed it would
         result in other countries passing similar laws, targeting the United States. Five
         days later the Senate voted to override Obama’s veto, with 97 senators voting in favor
         of override. Senate minority leader Harry Reid (D-Nevada) cast the only no vote, and
         Senators Time Kaine (D-Virginia) and Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) abstained. Later the
         same day, the House of Representatives voted 348–77 to override the veto.
      

      
      The two most recent presidents, Obama and George W. Bush, rarely used the presidential
         veto. Bush had a unified government for four of his eight years in office. However,
         this may result in part because in the contemporary Congress there are other types
         of obstruction, in particular Senate filibusters, which serve the president’s purpose
         of blocking legislation. Note that unified party control of government does not preclude
         veto activity, as was the case in the Franklin Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, and Jimmy
         Carter administrations. All three of these presidents served as chief executive when
         the Congress was controlled by majorities from their own political party, yet use
         of the veto was extensive.
      

      
       

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  President

               
               
               	
                  #

               
               
               	
                  Congress

               
               
               	
                  Regular

                  
                  Vetoes

               
               
               	
                  Pocket Vetoes

               
               
               	
                  Vetoes Overrid.

               
               
               	
                  Vetoes per Year*

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  111–114

               
               
               	
                  12

               
               
               	
                  0

               
               
               	
                  1

               
               
               	
                  1.5

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  107–110

               
               
               	
                  10

               
               
               	
                  0

               
               
               	
                  3

               
               
               	
                  1.25

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  103–106

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  1

               
               
               	
                  2

               
               
               	
                  4.63

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  H. W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  41

               
               
               	
                  101–102

               
               
               	
                  29

               
               
               	
                  15

               
               
               	
                  1

               
               
               	
                  11.00

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  97–100

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  9

               
               
               	
                  9.75

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Carter

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  95–96

               
               
               	
                  13

               
               
               	
                  18

               
               
               	
                  2

               
               
               	
                  7.75

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ford

               
               
               	
                  38

               
               
               	
                  93–94

               
               
               	
                  48

               
               
               	
                  18

               
               
               	
                  12

               
               
               	
                  27.64

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  91–93

               
               
               	
                  26

               
               
               	
                  17

               
               
               	
                  7

               
               
               	
                  7.66

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Johnson

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  88–90

               
               
               	
                  16

               
               
               	
                  14

               
               
               	
                  0

               
               
               	
                  5.88

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kennedy

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  87–88

               
               
               	
                  12

               
               
               	
                  9

               
               
               	
                  0

               
               
               	
                  7.25

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Eisen-
hower
                  

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  83–86

               
               
               	
                  73

               
               
               	
                  108

               
               
               	
                  2

               
               
               	
                  22.63

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Truman

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  79–82

               
               
               	
                  180

               
               
               	
                  70

               
               
               	
                  12

               
               
               	
                  34.33

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Roosevelt

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  73–79

               
               
               	
                  372

               
               
               	
                  263

               
               
               	
                  9

               
               
               	
                  49.94

               
            

         
      

      

      
       

      
      * When presidents have not served complete years, the fraction of the year they served
         is used to calculate their yearly average.
      

      
       

      
      Source: Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives, http://history.house.gov/Institution/Presidential-Vetoes/Presidential-Vetoes.
      

      
      
   
      Appendix F

      
         
         Barack Obama’s Public Approval Ratings

         
      

      
      Various polling agencies since the late 1930s have been asking citizens whether they
         approve (or disapprove) of the job the president is doing. These approval ratings
         can affect the likelihood that a president will be able to successfully navigate legislative
         proposals through Congress. However, the approval rating question is not necessarily
         an accurate measure of the likelihood that a president will win a second term in office.
         Barack Obama, like Ronald Reagan, experienced his lowest job approval rating during
         his first term: 40 percent in October 2011, 13 months before his successful reelection
         bid. Ronald Reagan had his lowest approval rating in his first term as well, 33 percent
         in January 1983. Reagan went on to win reelection by a comfortable margin in 1984.
         Throughout his second term, President Obama’s approval rating occasionally returned
         to the low point of 40 percent.
      

      
       Note also the significant approval range of both Bush presidents. This can be explained
         by popular wars while they were president and the American people “rallying around
         the flag,” followed by poor macroeconomic conditions late in their terms. John F.
         Kennedy, during his relatively short tenure as president, easily received the most
         consistent approval of the presidents in the contemporary era. George W. Bush experienced
         the highest disapproval rating of the modern presidents (71 percent), which came in
         October 2008. This arguably secured the opposing party’s electoral fortunes in the
         presidential election of 2008, won by Barack Obama.
      

      
       

      
      
      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  President

               
               
               	
                  #

               
               
               	
                  Highest Approval %

               
               
               	
                  Lowest Approval %

               
               
               	
                  % Approval Range

               
               
               	
                  Highest Disapproval %

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Obama

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  67

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  27

               
               
               	
                  55

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  90

               
               
               	
                  25

               
               
               	
                  65

               
               
               	
                  71

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Clinton

               
               
               	
                  42

               
               
               	
                  73

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  54

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  H. W. Bush

               
               
               	
                  41

               
               
               	
                  89

               
               
               	
                  29

               
               
               	
                  60

               
               
               	
                  60

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Reagan

               
               
               	
                  40

               
               
               	
                  68

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  56

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Carter

               
               
               	
                  39

               
               
               	
                  75

               
               
               	
                  28

               
               
               	
                  47

               
               
               	
                  59

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ford

               
               
               	
                  38

               
               
               	
                  71

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  46

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nixon

               
               
               	
                  37

               
               
               	
                  67

               
               
               	
                  24

               
               
               	
                  43

               
               
               	
                  66

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Johnson

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  79

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  44

               
               
               	
                  52

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kennedy

               
               
               	
                  35

               
               
               	
                  83

               
               
               	
                  56

               
               
               	
                  27

               
               
               	
                  30

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Eisenhower

               
               
               	
                  34

               
               
               	
                  79

               
               
               	
                  48

               
               
               	
                  31

               
               
               	
                  36

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Truman

               
               
               	
                  33

               
               
               	
                  87

               
               
               	
                  22

               
               
               	
                  65

               
               
               	
                  67

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Roosevelt*

               
               
               	
                  32

               
               
               	
                  84

               
               
               	
                  48

               
               
               	
                  36

               
               
               	
                  46

               
            

         
      

      

      
       

      
      * Roosevelt’s indicators are based on data from his second, third, and fourth terms
         in office. The time series for the measure goes back only to 1937.
      

      
       

      
      Source: Roper Center, https://ropercenter.cornell.edu (accessed 23 August 2017).
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      Introduction

      
      At the end of his time in office and at only 56 years of age, President Barack Obama
         has been the subject of considerable biographical and scholarly attention. Many, if
         not all, of the historical sketches of his life have been informed by the president’s
         own work. Two of his three books, Dreams from My Father and The Audacity of Hope, have considerable autobiographical content, and independent biographers borrow heavily
         from each. The story of his early childhood in Hawaii and Indonesia (mostly Hawaii)
         is illuminating for the overall lack of drama or excitement. To be born and raised
         in two parts of the world that most Americans have never visited, and consequently
         do not understand very well, leads many American citizens to assume some sort of wild
         ride through adolescence. In actuality, the maternal grandparents who raised him (the
         grandmother who worked in a bank and the grandfather who worked in a furniture store)
         were decidedly middle class and instilled in Obama many of the social values they
         had acquired while living in Kansas. Particularly in high school, the future president
         lived the life of a typical young American in the 1970s, who possessed some athletic
         prowess and earned better-than-average grades. The future president’s teenage experiences
         were classically American, right down to double-dating with friends when attending
         the high school prom.
      

      
      The New York Times biography, written by Jill Abramson, tells the story of Barack Obama’s childhood
         through his first presidential election victory very well. Other biographers have
         provided more details and speculation about how events shaped the future president,
         but for a basic understanding of who’s who in his life and where and when certain
         things transpired, the New York Times treatment is competent and sufficiently thorough. Moreover, the New York Times biography tells much of the story in illuminating photographs of the president and
         his family members at different stages of their lives. An assessible biography written
         for a teenage audience is offered by Garen Thomas. This work provides considerable
         insight into the president’s struggle to fit in with his European and Asian classmates
         while attending high school in Hawaii, but also his difficulty understanding the significance
         of his African roots. For a brief scholarly presentation of the life of Barack Obama,
         see the work by Walton, Allen, Puckett, and Deskins (2013).
      

      
      There is some scholarship cited in the bibliography below that focuses on Obama’s
         early years, but most academic work begins with his time in Illinois as a community
         organizer and law professor. Much of the work on his early career choices makes an
         effort to better understand how these first professional experiences helped to shape
         the president’s election campaigns and leadership style. In particular, scholars writing
         in the Journal of Black Studies struggle with understanding the manner by which Obama was able to overcome considerable
         odds to become a successful African American politician in a majority-white country.
         In this regard, the work by Atwater (2007) is particularly noteworthy. The book by
         Grant and Grant (2013) does an exceptional job of outlining the effect that joining
         the Christian church of Jeremiah Wright had on the development of Obama’s political
         character and style.
      

      
      The next section of the bibliography focuses on the two presidential elections and
         presents a long list of articles and books that have been devoted to understanding
         Obama’s success in the 2008 primary and either the 2008 or 2012 general elections.
         Presidential elections in the United States garner considerable public attention.
         The irony is that for all the media hype and near constant coverage in election years,
         the American public is still unfamiliar with much of the actual electoral process.
         In trying to understand presidential elections generally, The Road to the White House by Stephen J. Wayne is particularly helpful. Wayne spells out all the messy details
         of a presidential election process that was born of compromise at the country’s founding
         and has resisted reform. Other works in this section of the bibliography address election
         forecasting and attempts to assess the extent to which the previous Bush administration
         was responsible for Obama’s victory in 2008 (Jacobson 2009). Still others attempt
         to measure what effect Obama’s African heritage had on his electoral fortunes (Tien,
         Nadeau, and Lewis-Beck 2012; Piston 2010).
      

      
      The next three sections of the bibliography present scholarly work on Barack Obama
         as president. More specifically, the first of these sections provides general analyses
         of the Obama presidency, and the subsequent two sections list studies done on President
         Obama’s s domestic and foreign policy initiatives and prowess. Only a few months removed
         from the end of Obama’s presidency, much of this work is preliminary in nature, offering
         projections about possible domestic and foreign policy success. For instance, there
         are several articles on health-care reform written during his first term in office
         where scholars initiate the process of trying to understand the implications of reform.
         In the arena of foreign policy, researchers have begun to tackle a comparison between
         U.S. involvements in the Middle East under President Obama with other recent presidential
         administrations. In the general section, the focus is often on trying to understand,
         in a comparative context, the legislative successes of the Obama administration, or
         the lack thereof.
      

      
      In The Obamas, Jodi Kantor takes us deep inside the White House as the president and his wife raise
         their children and deal with their new roles as the first family. The book is as much
         about Michele Obama as it is the president, but the sufficient detail provides interesting
         insight into the Obama White House. Many of the other articles in the general section
         attempt to compare the early legislative successes and failures of Obama to other
         contemporary presidents (Burke 2009). Jeffrey E. Cohen, Jon R. Bond, and Richard Fleisher
         (2013) update models used to explain and predict legislative success through 2010
         and learn that Obama has not won significantly more legislative battles than should
         be expected given the partisan context of his first Congress (the 111th), which saw
         members of his own political party holding majorities in both legislative chambers.
      

      
      In the section on the domestic president, Grace Budrys’s (2012) work on the nation’s
         health-care system notes that Americans have expressed a high level of dissatisfaction
         with the country’s health-care arrangements and in particular the rising cost of care.
         In the final chapters of the book, she discusses attempts to control costs, including
         President Obama’s efforts which she characterizes as incomplete. Peter Wallison (2013),
         in his collection of essays, also provides a critical view of one of President Obama’s
         chief domestic policy accomplishments, the Dodd-Frank Act. The legislation provided
         additional regulation of the banking and investment industries. The essays in this
         book make the point that all facets of the new law make the assumption that the private
         sector was responsible for the Great Recession of 2008–09, when the author believes
         government policies were also culpable. The author makes the claim that Obama-era
         financial reforms will need to be undone because of the erroneous assumptions that
         provided the basis for reform.
      

      
      In the section on foreign policy, the president makes his own significant literary
         contribution. Prior to becoming president, Barack Obama (2007) had written an article
         for the journal Foreign Affairs on the topic of redefining American leadership in the realm of foreign policy and
         international relations. This work illuminates much of the president’s views on foreign
         policy, in particular his commitment to combating terrorism while maintaining a moral
         high ground with regard to human rights. Bob Woodward’s work titled Obama’s Wars (2010) tells the story of how the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars became Obama’s responsibility
         and how the president’s administrative team was scrambling in the first two years
         to end the conflicts while maintaining military morale and the dignity of those involved
         on both sides of the engagements.
      

      
      There is a significant section of the bibliography devoted to the issue of race. As
         the first American of African descent to ascend to the White House, Barack Obama’s
         ethnic background or race has received considerable scholarly attention. African Americans
         have been traditionally underrepresented in American politics and often face significant
         obstacles to winning public office in majority-white constituencies. In the section
         on race, many scholars attempt to develop psychological profiles of Barack Obama that
         account for his African ancestry. Others look to measure the extent to which the country
         may have moved into a postracial period, and the overwhelming consensus is that the
         United States has not done so. Still others pay special attention to the president’s
         particular use of rhetoric and his communication skills, comparing these to other
         prominent African American leaders. Brian Schaffner (2011), for his part, has disentangled
         the effects of racial attitudes on voting behavior, and his research, which suggests
         that racism is alive and well in American society, is particularly noteworthy. In
         other scholarship, Michael Tesler (2013) suggests that “old-fashioned racism” may
         be back and that Barack Obama’s race likely caused his political party to lose support
         in the 2010 midterm legislative elections.
      

      
      Next, the bibliography provides a list of books that have been published by commercial
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