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70_0.png
But Ruby got ?mred up with Fresley, and if you

ask_me, thats 4 match made i heaven:

Even+ua|l7/, Mrs. Moretta read out the last
Sir\'s name, and there were still a bunch of bo}/s
lef+ over, ihclu&ihs me. There are a lot more
bo}/s in my class +his year than girls, so it made
semse That not ever)/ohe got a parther.

But still, T was a little disappointed +hat no
one wrote my hame on one of those little sli\as

of paper.

b4





69_0.png
0 T,
~Iur:/.1\.1\” E

Ahywn\y, T think The got to be a lot more
sPeci(ic w\'\th I Yrcx?/ for somsﬂx}hg, because +oJa7/
n P}\ys Bd my wish was granted, but T'm not
}\awy about 'ﬂ'\e wa)/ ﬂw\&s turned out.

At the begihhihs of class, Mrs. Moretta called
out names for dance parthers, and T held m

breath when she got 4o Rub)/ Bird.
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Moh&a\f

To&ay at school, P\'\ys E.d was canceled because
wie yid gkl assembly &urmg Lo peno&.
T have 4o admit T was a little disaPPo{n+eJ
when T found out, because believe it or not, me
and Carlos have ac-hmll)/ been getting the hang
of the merengue.

y—d—d

Mos+ people were Pre++7/ excited, ﬂﬂous\‘\,
brcauss we baven™ had o general assembly since
November. That's when this hy\ahoﬁﬁ called +he

Amnzihg Andrew came to our school.

Thn +he srahc{ finale of his show, the Amdziha
Himdvew hﬂmoﬁzed a line of eighth-graders into
+¥\mkih3 st Bres wars su?erglua& +ose+}\er.
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71_0.png
“Then us auys realized we werent gohha have to do
the ballroom Jnncihg unit and that we could gt
Viay kickball on the other side of +he gym for

three weeks.

But we celebrated a li+tle oo soon. Mrs. Moretta
said that EVERYONE had to &o\hce, and she
started peiring, s boys vp with ONE ANOTHER.
So the next ‘ﬂ\ir\g T knew, T was &ahtihg a
waltz with Carlos Escalera.
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Th fact, the reason Ruby only has one front
+ooth is because the other one ended up in Mr.
Usideriwond e albow.

T +r>/ to be \)re++7/ hice to Rub)/ wehenever T
come across her in the )\a\llway, because she

terrifies me.
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1 guess Ba)/lee dight want a repeat of last year,
either, because +03n>/ she went around o all the
auys who didn have a chance with her and let
them know.

DON'T ANY OF YOU
NERDS WRITE MY
NAME DOWN.

To be honest with yous T dont real!y care who T
get paired up with as long as it isnt Ruby Bird.

RUBY BIRD

As far as T know, Ruby is the onl)/ grl who has
ever been suspended from our school, and +hat was
for biting a teacher.
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Then 1 startea worryihs +hat mo\ybe you or\|7/
get a certain inurber of ?rayers ainsnered in 7/our
L birme v Tl burhihs -ﬂwrous\-\ it Moo fas ks
T'd hate 1o find out later on +that T used up all
m)/ c\’\H’s, because I‘ve been ac+ih3 like 1‘ve 3°+ an
wrlimted su\>?l>/.

T ?robubl need to be more careful about that.
This weekend the “oilet in the upstairs bathroom
9ot clossed, and T ?rqye& that the V\ombar
siaildit e s bathroom alter he fued ih

For the record, T have about a 75% success
rate with my prayers. T dont brow if Hhets
soad or bad, but one +hih3 T ?rrHy sure of
is that T'm never gonna get a lightsaber for my
bir’r\\da?/, no matter how bn&\y T want it.
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But today T got worried that maybe Lve been
TOO nice and she might think T actually LIKE
Ker. The last +hih3 T heed is for Rub)/ to

write my name down on that litHe slyv of paper,
because T know if she's my dance pariner, Tl do
SOMETHING +o make her mad and end uvp with
her other tooth in MY arm.

5o Toused my I slip of paper to try and make
sure that doesnt ha??eh.

Please do not put
me with Rub7/ Bird.

Sincerely, Greg Heﬁqey

T ewver Hhrew s halfeaten candy bar T s
saving for later on to make sure Mrs. Moretta
comes through for me.

We&nesday
Last night T Pruyed excirs hard Hhek woldnlt
end up il Ru|>7/ as_my dance parther.
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T wrote down the hame of +he prethies givl i
my class, Baylee Anﬂ\or\f

A

A
\

BAYLEE

ANTHONY
Bor she didn't weibe down Y same. She weare
down Bryce Anderson, Just like every other Sirl
in the class. Bry:e sinded up Vickihs McKenzie
Pollard, and Mrs. Moret+ta ass.sheé Baylee o be
m7/ dance Pur’l’her becavse T'd P-cke& her.

At first T was ren“)/ excited T gt Baylee as a
partner. But then T had +o deal with THIS

Eind of vovisense for “hres wesks

7
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Tue53a>/

ad really wish L didn® have S0 theom my Jeans out
a few weeks ago, becauvse +a&n>/ at school T heeded
to look sharp. Wee starting a ballroom dancing
onit in P\\)/s E£d, and Mrs. Moretta said each of
us.needed o Find 2 partner.

So it wasn't o sood 5&7 o be wearing cor&uroy
pants ek are.shee foches San shoch

GHWEE
GWEE
SMMEE

Mrs. Moretta said we were gonna choose partners
by writing down the name of the person we
wanted fo dance with on a little slip of paper.
Then she'd go through the pieces of paper and
pair us up the best she could. That was the same
57/5*57'\ She use& LAST year ‘(Dr ‘H‘\e Sc{uar’e Adh(yh&
wnit, though, and T +o+a|l>/ got burned.





59_0.png
But T dont think Uncle Gary is cut out for an
of fice \job, and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has to dress vp for work every &“7' in a shirt and
+tie, cmd he \'\us +o wear dress s}\oes ahd dress

sncks, “oo.

The nlread7/ decided that when T AT Tm
gohna have 1o find a Job where you don’t need +o
wear those socks that go vp to your knees.

HAS ANYONE
SEEN MY
PANTS?

Last summer Dad broug\'ﬁ' me to “Brihg Your Child
1o Work Dq)/" at his office. But the people at
Dad’s work mustVve realized their jobs would be
boring +o their kids, so +}\e7/ brou5\~.+ in all sorts
of entertainment.





58_0.png
Daa has really s Hegging Uidle Gary about
f{h&{ng cx\job, but Uncle chry says he's tried and

ho ohe is \\ir.‘hs.

Uncle Gar}/ has never held down a Job for more
+han o few days. The last one he had was over the
Summer, when he worked as a test subJec+ for a
com\mhy that made pepper s‘>ra>/. T ?reH?/ sure
he quit before lunch.

I THINK WE
NEED TO ADD
MORE PEPPER!

Dad wants Uncle qu7 to get a Jab like HE has,

shers you work in an office and have regular hours.





61_0.png
Dag gave me money to buy something from the
vending machine. He was Probablyjus+ +r7/.'h5 +o
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt +oo
#‘mﬂ))/ when T came back a minute later with o
bDX D‘{Jﬂwbreﬂkﬁrs.

Dad +old me he realiy needed to finish what he

was doihg, 50 he asked me +o find somewhere else

1o sit while he wraﬂ)ed ﬂw?hss v He mustve
been realiy distracted that day, ﬂ\ouﬁ%, because
he went home and lef+ me behind. T mightve
been stuck there all night if the janitor hadn't
‘(‘QUY\A me.
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For most of the Jay, us Kids s+a7/eci in the
cafeteria while the grown-ups got some work done
i cthei aflicss

Toward the end of the Ju)l, Dad broug}ﬂ' me into
bisiatfize while ke dvied 46 fineh up an important
FroJem‘, so I sat there next to him and waited.
But T +hink it was hard for him to concentrate

whils semeohe wis look}hﬁ aver s shovider.
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Monda

Living with Uncle Gary hasn't been easy. On his
fiest few m’g\ﬁs in the house, he sle\>+ oh an air
mattress in Mam/s room. But Uncle Gary has
these nightmares +hat wake him vp in the middle
of the night, and last Mah&uy he had a reaHy

Sadane,

THERES MOMKEYS
IN THE WALLS!
THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!

~-.'.-Va
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But when Mom saw the moving Van in the Jr{vem\y,
ghe_told Lrele Gar)/ we_oion raqll/ lsve any

toom i our heuse for extra furvibre.

He said she didnt need 4o worry, because \\e &i&n'-f
HAVE any furniture. The moving van was filled
with boxes of T-shirts, which we s?eh-f the rest
of the morning loading into our garage.

L gon't Think Undle Gary is giving up oh selling
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for
Hhres bueks, and L dhine Bodvick foels tke e
got a steal.

g
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Before Uncle Gnry moved in, Rogrick Vrac-h’mll)/
LIVED on the couch in the fqmily room, esvecin"y
on the weekends.

Now Rodrick doesnt have ahyw"\ere to go when
Dad kicks him out of bed in the basement on
Szﬁ‘urdc\?/ morhings.

The other &ay Rodrick came vpstairs, and when
Ke saw Uncle Gary in his 5\>o+, he Juﬁ slev+ on
another part of the couch.
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So now Uncle Gary s dleeping.on the couch in the
Fam{ly room, and Mar\r\/s bed is in the middle of

Nis room, away from the walls.

r

T+s really inconvenient with Uncle Gary sleeping

on our couch. His bad dreams kee\) Kim up all
n;3k+, and then he sleeps ﬂ\roush most of the
Juy. That reo\Hy stinks when you Just want to
relax after school and watch some TV.

The person who's been affected the most 67/ Uncle
Gar7/ is RODRICK, +\Hou3¥\.

Lo
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Ah/way, Dad is Pre'H)/ dhhoyEEJ +hat Uncle Gar:
doesn’t have ah}l money and has been mooc}u’hs off
i e funs ac‘h;a“/ started giving Uncle Gary
an allowance even +¥\ou3\-\ he dossn'r bave bede
any chores for i+, which feels wiing o mes

T 7n

I\juﬁ' \'\o\)e Uncle Gary vses some of s allovence
to pay for his own bubble bath. He used up all of
mine on the second Jny he was here, and it's rea\ly
hot the same when the water is <r75+o\| clear.

S 8 5% L
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So after he got the mohey from Dad, Uncle Gar)/
bought vp the guy’s T-shirts. But what Undle
Gary didnt know was that the T~s\'\ir+s had a
+7I‘70 on +\'\em, and b}l +he ime he noticed the
Frob'em, +he guy was nlrend7/ gohe.

BOTSON

Uncle Gary told Dad he needs a place o stay
until he can get on his feet again. Dad didn+
seem too }\aypy about that, but 57/ then Mom was
downstairs, and she told Uncle Gary he can s+a7/
a5 loing o6 b peeds,
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169_0.png
T even asked Dad to take me to the grocer
store, where T bous“\‘f a box of +those Valentine’s
chocolates for Abism‘l. T never shouldve taken
+he cella\?\’mhe off the box, 'ﬂ\oug}\, becavse Tve
alrandy }\el\ae:{ m}/self 1o the buttercreams, pesint

clusters, and caramels.

Ho\)e-{ully, Abiﬁuﬂ likes the coconut chocolates
and the ones that taste like +oo+}\?as+e, because
+hat's all that's really ledt ak b poin.

Saturds
Tonight was +he night of the big Valenvtine's Day
dance, and i+ ook off 40 a REALLY rous‘n star+.
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1 endea B aping b bed at 10:30 +hat night
thinking it was 1:30 in the morning. So my whole
sehedule has been off b)/ e hoves Hhis year-

T dont USua”/ wake up-ein weekends until Dad
li+era|l7z draas me out of bed, ESPECIALLY
durih\a) the winter, when it's cold outside and i+'s

s dind wars Lnder ha covers,

@
e
(€S i e i e o>
(e oy

i e ez |
. -Il.ﬁl, (o]

i (S5
1
T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me

at 8:00 on a 5u+urdu>/ morning and told me to go
outside and shovel snow off the walkwc\y.

T4 been in the middle of a ren|l7/ Sood dream, but
T was able +o get out of bed, shovel the walkwny,
and get right back into my dream without missing
a beat.
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deseoment Une ey erlgaie I Raonee sl
drawer, but T Dlé find a bottle of that ba&/
spray -H-.e)/re alwn)/s advertising onTV. T was

a little nervous about using i H\ous\\ because if
+hat stoff renlly works like ﬂ\:}/ say in the ads,
then tomorrow hight could be a nightmare.

M7/ Great Uncle Bruce passed away a few years
ago, and T knew we had a box with some of his
personal s ot gadge. T found a bottle of
his cologne and tried a little on my wrist.

ff made me smell txac‘H71 like Great Uncle Bruce,
but T figure it's safer than using that bo&y spray.
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On New Years Eve, Mom wanted Mahh7 to feel
what it5 like to be up at midnight without actually
lestting him s‘h)/ up that late. So she set the
elpeies i Ahe dense shead b)/ Hhices hours.

She didn't tell ME, though. So when Mom and
Dad did the countdown with Mahhy, T thought
i+ was midnight for REAL.

it
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I’Ve hear& c}\ickeh pox are SUPER coh‘h:gious,
and whenever a kid gets +hem, 'H‘\e/re not allowed
4o come back 4o school for a week. But T couldn’t
afford +o have Rowley out of commission for even
one NIGHT. He was my ride to the dance, and
T knew that if his mom and dad didn’t let him
0, then T couldn’t 90, either.

T +old Rowle}' inachad e chicken pox, but T
Vrobabiy shouldve broken the news o him slowly
instead of all at once.

PN

Rowley was gonna go straight downstairs and tell
Nis parents, but T +old him to calm down and we'd
(Jgure this ouk +osa+her.
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This morhing after T woke Sz e !ay in bea for
a while +r7/{h3 to get back 4o slee?. Ever\‘}ua“}/,
T just went downstairs and made mysel( some
breakfast. There's noﬂ\ing Soo& on TV before
8:00 on a Sa-h;rda?/ morning, so T decided to get
some of rv?/ chares ever with.

Me and Rodrick never have enough money to buy
ar\fﬂﬂhg, s0 Mom has been ?a)/{hg us an allowance
4o do chores. One of my. chores is dus+€n3 +he &m{ha
room furniture, and that's what T was &oing +this
morhing when T heard a knock at the front door.

T opened +he door and was surprised to see Uncle

Gary standing on the front steps.

g
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When T went over to Rowley's house +o gk

rea&y, U pered e e bkl vad bumvs it
oze vk looked Wes s Dibme Bk b
realized what those spots were: CHICKEN POX

Ever since Evan Whitehead showed upat school
wH'\'\ c\'\ickeh pox a few weeks 490, i+'s been
spreading like wildfire in my class.

This ?as+ week four boys were sent home b)/ the
sehanl_wwirse. L \)r’e‘H)/ sie_anie_od dhoss guys
was the Mad Pantser, because there havent been
any ?Qh+5ih3 incidents since Tuesda}/.
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A TfigurevJ the three of us could g0 out to dinher,
and at the restavrant Abism’l would get do.ste
what o great 3vy T was. B}/ the time we got to
+he dance, we'd walk in as o :ou?h’..

The on|7 Prob|em was that we'd need o RIDE. T
washt about to ask Mom for one, because the
seats ih our minivan are crusted with old Cheerios
and God knows what else. Plus, having Mom along
on my date could be a total disaster.

IT SEEMS LIKE
IT WAS JUST
YESTERDAY
THAT GREG WAS
IN DIAPERS!

Tkrewif T really wanted to s Ab.gml,
T4 need +o rent a limo, but those ﬂwmgs cost a
FORTUNE. Then T had an idea.
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T yelled into the dbottom to make sure the coast
was clear, but kids Isnored me and came slid{hg

dean ahyway.

Once T made it past +he traffic . and got all
the wqy +o the top, T started crqwlih5 around
+¥\rou3}\ +he maze of tubes to -h')/ and find
Manny. There was no ventilation up there, and it
REEKED of Jvrv seeks,

Oz O
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He said Abigml Brown was vpset dur.’hs +he
meeting because the boy she was going with,
Michael Sampson, has a fo\m.ly obl.’go\hoh and had
to cancel on her. So now Abigail has a dress and
no one Yo go to +he dance with.

Y/ ""L‘)‘.\\*
gﬁ@% 7 <th Bh
V4

So the shage is set for me to swoop in and be
+he hero. T +old Rowley this was his b.’S chance
‘o come ﬂ\rous}\ as m}l wihgmah o\h& }\ook me up
with Abnsni\.

The ﬂ\v’hﬁ is, Abisai\ doesnt ren\\y know me, and
o king of decbred sheld go to +he davce with a
person she doesnt know. So T old Rowle:7 he
shauH tell Abi&qﬂ ﬂ\e ﬂ‘\ree of us could 90 ‘o *he
dance TOGETHER as a “grovp of friends.”

Rowley seewed o libe that ides because hels besn
doing all +this work on the Dance Committee and
didnt have o\hyohe to go with, either.
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So Mom told me T had to 90 vp there and get
bim since 3. weas the only one in the family who
was small ehouﬁ\\ Yo crawl in the tubes.

T +ried climbing up through the area Manny had
used to get Fo the tubes, but it was too tight of

4 Sgueeze drd L hdd 45 bail ent.

A

J&A_

S —— ’”ﬂgl

That meant the only way T could et Pann
was o climb vp +he spiral plastic slide that emprties
into the ball pite T am hot a fan of dark,
enclosed spaces fo begin with, so T wasnt looking
forward to crawling vp that thing.
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So now Lm keeping my fingers crossea that
ho'ﬂ'\ms will }\a??eh between now and Sn'h:r&a}/
h.’3h+ to screw ﬂw\gs up.

Frida

Tﬂé Uncle Gar>/ about the dance, and he seems
even more excited about it than T am. He wanted
1o know all the details, like how m«my ?eo‘)le were
gohha be there and if H‘\67 hired a DJ. But T
didnt know the answers 4o his quesﬁahs, because
Rantey's 2he ane om fhe Dance Committes and
that stoff is kind of in his department.

T was more focused on finding something +o
WEAR. Uncle Gary told me if T really want to
impress m date, T should wear a suit. T went in
Bodiick’s desat ana Jound o sk that be dc‘hm”y
wore to ohe of Uncle Gar/s weddings.
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Eventually, T found Mahh)/ in one of the
toneels, but by Phen L s rea&y Yo crack up.
So one of the waiters had to climb up and rescue
I“’\amny AND me.

The wors+ Par+ of the whole ex\:erience was that
T had ta thraw sut my favorite pair of jeans
becauvse T couldn™+ get rid of the smell of feet,
even after wo\s}\ihg ﬂ\em wH’\'\ Heac}\ 'H\ree times.

Sadorday

T woke up At 6:30 +his morning and couldn®t
5e+ back +o slee?, w\m’c}\ was Pre—H'y frus+ra+ihs.
But that's been happening fo me ever since the
beginning of the year-
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Rowiey's dad has a really nice car, so 1 ({Surec{ we
could get HIM 4o drive us. Ab{gml wouldn't even
b o o M Tollorson we Rowle/s dad. TF
we didn't 5“7’ anyﬂw{ng, she'd Jus+ think he was a
professional driver. Maybe T'll even get him one of
those hats chavffeurs wear, to reqlly sell the idea.

Of course, we wouldn't be able +o say ah7/+\’\§h3 +o
MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of
have a bad st‘or?/, and T'm sure he wouldn’t be

looking to do me any extra favors.

T}\Inss started falling into place +o&a7/. Row!ey
talked o Abvsa{l, and she likes the whole “Srou?
of friends” idea. And on fop of that, Mr.
Jefferson agreed to drive us 1o the dance.
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T realized T was the wrong persoh fo go |ao]<m3
for Mnm\}/, ﬂ'\aue\'\, because Tve mlways been bad
at mazes. This fall me and Mom went in the corn
maze at Reyhold's Farm, and Mom was courting o
me o find the way out.

But T got us so lost that Mom had to call 111

for someone o come rescue us.

This 4ime T didn't have Mom’s cell ?}\or\e o bail
me out. And when some kid threw up at one end
of +he tunnel, all the other kids came rus\m‘hg my
way o el ta e lide.
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But Mom told Dad he should do it decause Uncle
Gary is his brother and fam{ly meeabers shauld
a|wa7/s Hel\a sach other ot Moms alwuys saying
the same sort of thing to me and Rodrick. T just
hope T never need a ki dhe/ or something like
+hat, becavse if Rodrick is the auy T'm counting
on to give it to me, T could be in trovble.

Dad sent Uncle Gary +he money, and we hadnt
beard frow him el +ada7/. Abtar Uncle quy
cameingide Fhe house, b tald us what ha?Peheé.

He said he met a guy in Boston who sold T-shirts
on a street corner, and this v told him that if
he wanted to take over his business, he could make

a buh&le.

SOUVENIRS T
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1 said if he coula jusk gk 'H‘\roug\-\ the m9\w+
without telling anyone, T'd owe him for the res+
of my life. All he needed to do was cover vp his
chicken pox and vk moke o b[3 shink o his
parents. Soleid barth 9o to e domics and huave
gredd He, and o one would even have +o know.

Btk Rowley was too freaked avt o think
straight, and T had to give him two coconut
chocolates +o guiet b domin,

e sw,
Ea Rl

Now that Rowley knew he had the chicken por,
he was goling CRAZY widy +he i+<.}\ih5. So T
got some socks out of his dresser and Pu+ Hein
on his hands.
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Dad came downstairs a minute later, and he didnt

seem oo }m\aw s i yourger bristhen

A few weeks back Uncle qu7 called Dad and said
he had a “once-in-a-lifetime” business 0‘7‘7:7r‘+uhi+7/
and. nesdes. s loar,

E\\\\\

Dad didn’t want to give Uncle Gary any money,
becavse Uncle Gary has a bad track record when it
comes to \”}"‘"5 penple back.
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HoPerfuN)/, we can dll have a 5003 chuckle about
+Hs s+ar)/ at some future 'ﬂmnksgyvihg, +oo0. But
T think it's gonna be a while before Mr. Stringer
is ready to laugh about his one.

Wedhes&a%

After blowing my chances with Laurel Stringer,
I Vreﬂy much gave vp on fmclihs someohe to
take +o the dance. T+’ ohly +hree &ays away,
and by now everyone who's going is alread
paired up with someone else. So T figured T'd be
spending Sﬁurda?/ night at home playing video
grirws 57/ m)/self.

Bt yesﬂr&a}/ Rowla)/ gave me some hews after
one of his Dance Committee meetings that
changec} EVERYTHING.

157





158_0.png
T decided 1d give Wes\a71 a time-out, because
ks ik my parents always did when T
misbehaved as a little kid. Tn fact, when T was
little T even got time-outs from RODRICK.

[

‘ﬂ\e ‘Hu’hs is, I }\ac{ no idea Rodrick didnt
n\c‘fuall}/ have the AUTHORITY +o give me
time-outs. And T cant +ell you how many hours T
\ogeeJ i et Fmesaud chii whes Roj:'ick was

bqbysi‘h‘iha me.
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Like T said, T know this whole imaginary friend
+\'\ih3 is a bunch of baloney, but I"\am\y acts so
serious about it that it's kind of sFaoky. Whenever
T go o sit down somewhere in the house, T make
sure none of Mahhy's friends are around.

The last thing T need o do is plop dowh on the
sofa +o watch TV and sqms}\ 'ﬂh}/ Jim.

T+s ot like Tm watching a lot of television
Spesn dqys anyway. Morm is pretty worried about
Manhy and his social skills, so she doesnt like the
TV 4o be on when Manry's around.

Recer\ﬂ}/, Mom came vp with this idea called
”‘Famly ‘\\.5}\‘?’,“ where we Play a board game or go
out to dinner +03a+¥\er instead of waﬂ}\.ns TV.
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But then Wesley calmed down, and L could hear
him Jrc\gﬂihg Nis bike back up to +he top of the
stairs. ﬂ\eh he rode down the stairs and crashed
at the bottom AGAIN, followed 57 MORE +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T ell you +his went
on for an hour and a half. T +hought Wesle)/
would wear himself out, but he never did. T
remembered that the Stringers said ﬂ\:}/ couddnt
find a bab}sI‘Her for \/Jesley, and how that was
starting to make a lot of sense.

T figured T was gonna have +o punish Wesiey
for locking me in the laundry room once T got
airk of Hhere, What be DESERVED wez o sooé
sFankrhg, bt T figured +hat Frobably wouldnt
1[])/ with the Sirihoers,
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La+e|7, Manny has been blam;ns ‘H’\vhss he does
on his ymaaimry friends. The other Jay he
swiashed plate on e Lloce and Hen old Mo
it was Johnny Cheddar, who seems +o be the
drsblemager of e ?uk.

Tinstead of Puh;s\\ihg Mahhy for breaking a
Pla*e and then l/"‘@ about it, Mom ke & fimes
out to Jo“mhy Cheddar. wlhas really sthinks is
hat the Fime=out chair s the brand=new recliner
in the (m‘ly room, so T couldnt sit in it to
wackeh, elevision.
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But Mom said the or\\y people who could hang
out \aun{shmenﬁ were her and Dad, so T ended
up serving a DOUBLE time-out for breaking
thak picture.

T figured Wesley deserved @ TRIPLE dme-ovt
for locking me in the Iquh&r’y room. But it was
getting pre'H/ late, and T knew it would look
bad if the Stringers came Kome ard T was still
locked inside.

So T started |ook.h5 for another way out. There
was a SPQ"E (reez—er b‘DCklhs a doo\' +o +he bdck
deck, 50 T \)ushed with_sll my miﬁh‘f and gave
mysehfjusﬁ' ehoug}\ roorm ko, squeeze ﬂ\rous}w and
open the door.
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Th Children’s Alley, T don't think ﬂ\ey even
bother cleaning up when one {amly leaves and a
hew ohe comes in. So when you get to your table,
there’s nlways crumv\e&—u\) m?kms on the floor
and half-eaten french fries on the seats.

The first time we went o Corny’s, T didnt check
rv\7/ seat, and T ended vp si'H.'ng oh ah o\)&h-'{aced
peanut butter and JEH)I sahdwich.
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One time T was ﬂ\rowihe a dall in the house

while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T
acc;deh’?all)/ snocked over & we:HmS Y\'\zﬁo of Mom
and Pag. Rodrick gave me a half-hour time-out
for THAT one.

)

When Mom and Dad got Nore, ﬂ'\ey saw the
broken picture and asked which one of us had
done it. T +old them it was me but that +he
didnt need o gve me a Vuhlsx’\mem‘, becavse T4
alread7/ gotten a time-out from RODRICK.
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1 guess the idea is to get us to interact with one
wnertbel mors s iF robe off o Mahhy.

When we go out to dinner, we usuany end vp at
Hhis P\o\ce called Corhy’s Fami17'5+7|e Restavrant.
'ﬂ\e)/ have a rule at Corhy‘s that you’re hot
allowed to wear a tie, and the first time we went

+here, Dad found that out the hard wq7/.

e—
s
{
|

YOU DON'T LOOK.
LIKE YOURE
_ HAVING FUN!

There are a few different seating sections at
Corny's, but since we always have Ma\'\h7/ with

us, t ey put our (amily in +he section called
T dren's Alley."

kYl
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Mus. Sizinger said 1 shoulad ok Wes\ey +o bed at
F:00 and Fhad ﬂ‘\e?/’& Se home arfound 200, She
told me T could watch TV until ‘H‘\ey got b
and to help mrsel( to dh7l+\’\ih5 in the fridge.

[
After Mr. and Mrs. S+rih3er lef+, it was Just

me and Wesley. T asked \/\Jesle7/ if he wanted to
V|a7/ a board Same or someﬂ\ihg like +ha+, but he

saig he wanded 1o go out in Fhe garage and 9et

his bike.
[

£
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YOU REMEMBER

BRADLEY,
DON'T YOU?

Even though Mom never got her Bad Bradle
s+ar7/ \publishe&, she used it to teach Manny about
how you're supposed +o behave in preschool. And T
+hihz +hat's one of the reasons Mahh)/ is so afraid
of other kids bis age.

“DON'T POKE YOUR
THUMB IN THAT

CHILD'S EYE,
BRADLEY!"
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T dont want to get too far aheaa of myself
here, but T'm sure one Jn}/ Tl be sithing around
with the Stringers on ’ﬂmhksg.’vms and we'll all be
\aus\'\ihs about how T used +o bqbysH’ my brother-
in-law, Wesl:y, when T was in middle school.

Saturday
Tonight Mom dropped me off at the Stringers’
havse s 6530,

Mrs. Stringer said Laurel had a!rea&y gone toa
friend’s house, which kind of stunk, becavse T was
hoping T might get +o see her for a few minutes
and talk o her about the dance.
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€L ?ounded on the door for him to let me out, dut
he Just {shorecl me.

Next T heard the basement door open, and then
a rumbling sound followed 67 & HUGE crash. T
could hear Wes|e7 cr75h3 a Hhe bokbom of the
stairs, and T started 4o panic because i+ sounded
like he was really hort.
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...AND ONE
MORE COOKIE
FOR DANNY!

Mom says if we tell Mnnny Nis so-called friends
arent real, he could be “travmatized.” So we stk
have o go.olang with i+

T J'us‘f }mve he grows out of this soon, because
it's getting kind of ridiculous. Sometimes T have o
wait until all of Mqvmy's imaginary friends are done
using the bathroom before T can getin.

HURRY UP
IN THERE!
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T +told him i+ was too cold to ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted 4o ride it INSIDE. The
S+rm3ers have a rea|1>/ nice house, and T was
?re++7 sure 'H\e?/ didnt want Wesley scra+dmh3 55
their hardwood floors. So T +old him we needed +o
find something else to do.

Wesle)/ had a }wge fit. After he calmed down he
told me he wanted to color instead. T asked him
where his coloring stuff was, and he said it was in
+he lnuhdry room. But when T went to get it, T
Seard e wddh o Hhe soor loes bebind me.

Then T heard +he aursge door open, and the
next thing T knew Wesley was riding around the
Gitchen om his ok
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T"\ahh)/ may not have any REAL friends, dut
b b el of TACTNARY ones, T
kind of lost count of them all, but the names T
can remember are Joey, Pe‘}ey, Danny, Charles
Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, Th}/ Jim,
and Jo“mhy Cheddar,

T don't ks how Mnhhy came up with all thase
fake friends, but believe me, +o him they're
REAL L O Fime Mc\hh7/ Foel all bis imaginary
fl grocery store and had a total

melbdosi whan Mon suwosedly lef+ Charles
Tribble behind in the frozen foods aisle.

Sometimes T wonder if Maniny made vp e
imaginary friends so he could get stuff like extra
dessert after dinner.
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1 landed headfirst in someones bedroom, and after
Tobuoked arosd T cealiced it muth be Laweels,

Like T said, it was f’reez.’he cold outside, so T
readed 40wy p before 9oing after Wesle)/. But
I reo\“)/ resre+ +nl<m3 a few minutes to Jo +~’\a+,
because in the time T was in Laurels room, Mr.

and Mrs. Stringer came home.
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A+ —H\e Jesser-?' {mr, H\e)/ \\ave ah ice-cream
3[5‘7ehser where ycu can make )/aur own sundae.
T know that sounds 3reu+, but there’s a reason

most restavrants dont let customers soarate dhe

soft-serve machines.

HELP
% YERSELF!

One of the reasons Mon likes to go +o Carr\/s is
that ﬂxey have a ball Pt and she’s Fo\u{hg Manny
will learn to \7Ia7/ with other kids his age.
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T+ was reall)/ cold outside, and T was onl)/
wear.‘ns a T*SH\H’ ahd Pnn+s. I +r{e5 +to open
the front door, but it was locked.

T decided if T was gohha catch this kid off
guard, T'd need the element of surprise. So
T walked around the house arnd ried all the
widaws an the first floor undil T found, ohe
+hat was unlocked. T then \aus}we& it open, and

crawled inside.

==

I [T [ I T LT

e o ren oo -
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Arother thing 1 hate about Childrens Alle)l is
that you're r13¥\+ next to the bathrooms, and the
doors are q\wa)/s swihgihs open, so 7/ou cah see in

Hhere whiek 7/ou’re -h7m3 to eat.

CowGIRLS

N

T o

Also, the service is TERRIBLE a+ Cnrhy's, S0 we
always just get +he buffet and serve ourselves. The
(OOJ

sl from eme +ra7 mixe

is in these metal +rays, and there’s o\lways
]{n with the others.

l FY FEER FC”
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But Manhy usually Just burles imsell in.a pile ot
balls bo hide from the other kids and Hhen waits
it out until it’s fime Yo go home.

Last ﬂwrsciay we went to Corhy's, and Mom
o\c‘fua“y made Mahh)/ g0 in the ‘7\as+i< tubes so he
couldnt hide in the ball pit. Mnhhy got freaked
out up there, H\ous}'\, and he was too scared to

come down on his own.
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The S-h’ingers have two kids who g0 to +he church
school, a b"}' named Wesley and a 3irl named
Laurel. TVve never nc+ua|ly seen Wesley, so he must
be down in the basement with the other little kids
500\'\3 C*\Ur(l‘\.

MR. LAUREL MRS.
STRINGER ~ STRINGER  STRINGER

A few nights ago Mom invited the whole Stringer
Ly e boour ovse for_ divmer this Friday.

T think she’s hoping Mdhh)/ and \Alesley will click

and Marmy can be friends with a real live person

for once.

Pk T sve i rael opportunity heve dor D,
Lavrel is in my grade, and she’s better |ookir\5
than most of the 3yr15 n ™y class. So +this dinner
could really change my fortunes.
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T knew T couldn+ keeP up, so T decided o
+ry ahdslow. everyone else down 57 feeding ther

bad ih(:rma-iji:h. ?
¢PaR 8

My plan kind of backfired, though, and m

y v oh, and my
Pres:\\ool Feacher told Mom T wasn't learning m
colors and shapes like the other kids. But Mom
said T was smart and that maybe the problem was
T wasn't being CHALLENGED enough.

27010

So Mom actually took me out of Fresc\’\oo\ and had
me SKIP a 8rade, +to kinderaarw‘eh. But that

decision was o total dizaster.
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Thats why Tve decided my best shot is to take
someone who DOESN'T s ok ry sehianl T Hha
dance. And T think Tve found the perfect place
s foode chamels,

T e dieard bt e stodende ot e dived sclond
Fhinle e bidsinie go to Publ{q szhool dvn Pre++7
tough. So whenever T run into one of my Soeids

at church, T make sure o Pla)/ it real cool in
Froit of e i Bides

WHAT'S UP,
BRO?

Recently, Mom has become friends with Mrs.
Stringer at church because ‘H‘\ey bary ok o
s Fall i Cosartres.

1 40





25_0.png
T was Hayihg T d have a head start over the
other kids because of all +the work Mom had put
in with the classical music and the educational
D\/Ds, but the other moms mustve done +that
stuff, oo, because the competition in ‘;reschaal
was prety it

T mean, 7cu had kids in there who knew how

o use buttons and zippers, when T could bard)f
w[rsure out how o pull off my mittens without \'\el\a
from a grown-up.

[Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee FF G

A few of my classmates could write their own names,
and ohe or two could count all the way o w[n[-ky.
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She used ‘)n\ckihs tape to hold the &invers in
‘7|ace, and THAT wasnt easy to get off.

Uncle Gary was on the couch in the '{am}l)’ room
+akih5 a hap, so we Jus+ covered him with a sheet
and hoped hobo&y would want o sit there.

Bt wos e b, Theres s bulletin buard an
the wall with different certificates and ribbons
+hat Mom has given us kids over the years.
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Mohda){

Trm Pre‘Hy sore Mo decided it whatever she
tried with me when T was little didnt work out,
because she’s taking a +o+o\“>/ different approach
with Mahhy.

For starters, Mom pret much lets Manny watch
whatever he wants_on TV, So he kee?s it on
+his show called “The Shur?|es" +weh+7—{our
hours a day.

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

T +ried to watch “The Shur?|es" a few times, but
T had NO idea what was going on. The Snurples

ave their own lahguage that vess only three-
h h languag hat T 9 Iy h
7ear—olds cain vhderstand.
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Fl’v&ay

Mom spent a long time getting b beze rea&y
before the S-h'{hsers came over, and when T took
a look around, T realized T'd better \DH'CB in, “oo.

There were embnrrassihs ﬂ\ihes all over the
P\nce‘ For starters, we still had our Christmas
tree up in the living room. T+ was too much work
to dismantle it, so me and Dad Just shoved it in
+he garage.

There were JiaPers +a\>e4 on all the corners of
e baily voem funirore. Hhat were et over from
when Mom bab/—grao(eé e house alter I"\anhy

Shared crawling.
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The kids in k{hdar&nr+eh seemed like GIANTS +o
me, and ﬂ\e/ knew how to do stuff like cut with
scissors and color inside the lines.

3.Be respectful
.05 gobd monners
]

4
<7

T didn't even make it a whole 4“7’ in kindergarten
before the teacher had +o call Mom to come get me.

The next Jay Mom broua}ﬁ me back to Prest\ﬂool
i _asked he deagher T et hae my cvbby
back. T just hope your academic record doesnt
follow you around, because it m}g\'ﬁ be +ou3¥\ for
me fo get a Soo& Jo{) later on if \7eo?|e find out
Lrega k.’nderaarﬂh &ropou-h
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When T got to school, every head furned in my
direction as T walked down the }mllwmy.

EIEEEEEIEE

0

7

Th w[qc+, T So‘f so much attention that T
decided o kee\> ﬂ\z\jackﬂ on the rest of the
A“)" T fel+ like a whole new person in homeroom.

A few minutes before the bell rang o start the
day, there was a loud knocking on the little
window in the door.
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T wasnt too h“\’?)/ about the sitvation, but at
least T was warm on the way home.

We&heséax

By ow everybcd}/ st sehontbas beard e the
9y whose Mom made him wear her winter coat. So
Hhis is gonna make it a lot harder for me o find
e b e dutice.

=== == == ===
<
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T could tell that when T was in my Baby Adventures
Action Walker, all my lit+le \7'“73““\’ friends felt
like d‘\um‘)s.

Bt han Mo reag i some parenting magazine

that i+ wasn't a 500& idea to use bnby walkers,
becavse bios werldn® develo\; +he r.3h+ muscles
+o walk on their own. So Mom returned the
Action Walker 4o the store, and T was back

Yo square ohe.

T+ 4ook a long time, but eVeh+ual|7/ T DID
learn to walk. And before T knew i+, T was in
\presc}\ool.
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I\juﬁ about had a heart attack when T saw who
it was.

—|

POUND
Clpounp
POUND

]

Selbyer e deacher o\aehed thiedeor, Mom ualked
straight to my desk ond made me band over Dadls
leather jacket in front of everyone.

T bole M i oo cdd subside for me
walk home without nJacke+, so she gave me HER

winter coat to wedr.
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Then one Ja)/ Mom bought me this thing callea a
“Bnb}/ Adventures Action Walker,” which was the
first thing T ever got that Rodrick didnt have

before me.

The Action Walker was AWESOME. T+ had a
million little gadgets you could entertain 7/ourse|f
with, ?lus a cp holder.

Tt the best thing about it was T could get
ah}/w\\ere Toeeded 4o Y it adunlly }\avms
4o WALK.
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So any hope Mom had of Manny making a hew
friend was completely ot +he window. Mann
skipped dinner and spent the rest of the night
\m’&ihg i is beareom, whish Lowsh Tocaidle
done, becavse Mom made a ffancy meal to impiess
our guests.

T+ was cream of mushroom chicken with asparagus
crdnp. T know asparagus is su??oseé to be raq|l71
Sood for yeus but 4o me it's like kry\ﬂ‘oh{h.

T didn't want o look unsophisticated in front
of Laurel, ‘H’\ous*\, so T decided +o st dlage my
eyes, \7|u3 my hose, and choke it down.

The grown-ups talked about politics and stuff
that wasn’t all tha+ interesting, and me and
Laurel just had +o sit there and listen.
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Well, +hat expla[hs a lot. Manny doesn+ have any
real friends, and whenever Mom holds ?Iayf)rou?

at our house, Mrmhy is the ohl7l one who doesn’t
frctemnek nith Hye wbiver Kios,

T think part of the issve is that Mn\hh}l goesnt
like 4o share his +oys. So when kids come over,
Moy lecks himse!d insiae our old 403 Sweetie's
exercise pen &g kee\)S Lis +o>/s all to himself.

Ad kb epever Mo vies 4o get Mar\ny to \7|a7/
with other kids on his OWN, it backfires.
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Everfﬂxme with my hame oh itis really lame, so
b ot e willang bid B the \mn+r7/,

Sty

is hereby given to

° Homework Eithout Tears °

5 T W S s

on —mayghf—— dress ||| o
5 =il myself! =
il o e et
o @” oS 253
Ihnegen, <
INA

37/ +he time the Stringers showed vp, we'd taken
care of all the major stuff. But the visit got off
to a really s\\aky sk, Vo vemenser bow L said
Vi gt Boiio of_some Bidots dhtely shosizieg
like a Vam\mre? Well, it 4urns ovt that kid was
Wesley Stringer.
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BLINKLY YORP YORP
BORP! YORP!

N L

After l"\qv‘h?/ watches the show, he gets
frustrated when ho one in our \[urm"f can
understand him.

But the other day Mom read an article in the

hendgaper that said wn-\'chhs “The Snurvles"

n\c-h/n“)/ sets kids back about a year with their
language Jeve\aymen-f and messes g +heir social
skills, +oo.
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1 told Mom about Brac{ley every Ac\)/ when 1 came
Nome, and said T didnt want to g0 to school
anymore. B by sumesr. Beadley anid bis (um,\y
moved away, so the Problem took care of itself.

After Bradley moved, Mom wrote a s+or>/ called
“Bad Bra&ley," about a kid who ulwuys misbehaves.
Brc\dley was a bad kid in real life, but in Mom’s
mesiine b Pre++7/ much the devil.

Do wot Bite
the teacher,
Bradley

Biting the
teacher is not
allaved!

T +hink Mom was ac+ua\l7/ gonha +r7 and get her
stor Pub\is}\e&, but Bm&ley and his \(cxmﬂ)/ moved
BACK into our he-’shbor}\ooé the next spring, so
she had to scrap it
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Mom told Mrs. Stringer about some fanc
restavrant she goes +o with Dad when ‘H\e)/ by
a "date night,” and Mrs. Stringer said that she
and her husband can never go out for dinner

on weekends because Laurel is always off Jo{hg
something with friends and +¥xe>/ cant find o
reliable bnb)/er'er for Wesley.

T figured it's a way to get in good with the
Stringers s get ?aid Joihg it. Mom liked the
:'Jen, oo, and she said {)abysi++{h3 would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. S‘h‘ihser seemed
‘Dreﬁy imprsssed, ahd s\-.e asked if I was free
tomorrow, so T +old her T was.
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A+ our church they have this new +\'\m3 where
+¥\e7 seind-alhthe 12ie Kids down to 4he Sagamers:
dur{he the service so +\\e7l can P"‘)’ and color.

But the first time Mom &raF\)eJ Mnmv off
downstairs, there was ohl)/ one other kid in the
Pln}/ area, and he told Mahh7/ he was a g rapire.

Bt

T felt a little bad for Mamr\y becavse T had +o
deal with a scary kid when T was his b
T was stuck in Fresc}\ooi wiHs s bny named

Bra&\ey who terrorized me every chance he got.
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Luck.ly, she didnt et ehough 543m+ures,bu+
waid got Ao ik my.mom. was e o whio
started the school uniform petition, and there was
wsizich of o fawseecs wiere U had o it o
half bt bhe snnd ol aaeh Ja)/ bafore 14 was
safe to walk home.

Since Mom wouldn't take me out clothes s}\a?\ame,
deeided o sy Pokina g the byse o
s il bhere woas any-ﬂ\ihg ool T codd wenr,

1 sharred 57/ 9oihng ‘H\rous}» Rodviers dinser
drawers, but I don't H\ihk we have +\\e same
pihe wiel FF omeg T dlathan,
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T fact, T STILL havent mue}\'f up on the
sleev T missed, and believe me, TVve been +r7u‘h3‘

YOURE LATE
FOR SCHOOL!

Ever since T was born, Tve 4ried to re-create
the feeling T had way back when T was floating
around in the dark, }m?\ay as could be.
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This weekena 1 asked Mom if we could go out and
et e some e, jeans and shoes so T could reu!ly
look sharp at school, but the minute T said it T
wished T could take i+ back.

Mar gave we a long s?eec}\ about how kids in
middle school focus too much on 4ppRaTanLes, and
how if we spent half the time on academics that we
t}o on decr&iha whcﬂ‘ to wear, our couh+r7/ wouldn't

e ratcod +wan+7»(i(+h i the world it madh.

T shouldVe known Mom wouldnt run l’ig}\‘f out
and b“/ me a whole bunch of new clothes. Tn
fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started a
petition pushing for school uniforms because shed
read some article that said kids who wear uniforms
do better in academics.

& %3

N
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fxlreratew mowbhs. el g lee cpiis, Ll bo
3e+ out of there, and +hat’s why T was born
three weeks early. But after bems Rt 57/ +he cold
air and the {>|ih!;h3 lights of the de\ivary room,
T wished T'd just s+a7ed put.

TS A PUT ME —
-\ BOY! Bage!
R IR

G

By the time T came into the world, T was +a+a\|7/
sleep deprived and in a rea|l7l lousy sasd. So il you
ever see a ‘>.'c+ure of a hewborh, now you know

w\'\y ﬂ\e)/ n\lwa)/s loak Hizkea aff,

Introducing
ourlittle
bundle of joy

Gregory
Heffley

5 pounds,
7 ounces






138_0.png
14 was a BLACK LEATHER JACKET. Tve
never seen Dad wear it, so T fisured he mustve
boue\‘d’ it before T was born.

Tohid voiden Dadoowved u\h/‘ﬂ\ihg +ha+t cool, and
i ind of made e see him i sswliole mew IES}\‘Q'.

T put it on s et downstaire, Did ssamed
\>re-H7/ sorpn‘se& bo ses his old laetier Jackﬁ,
and he said he bought i+ back when he was firs+
dating Mom.
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My (wmly was living in a rea“)/ small apartment

back +hen, and T had +o share a room with
Rodrick. He 5a+ +he cr.’b, so for the first few
months of my life T had +o sleep in the top
Jresser Jrawer, w}\'c}\ /\:m Pre++7/ sure isnt
evers legal.

Eveh+ua||7, Dad moved his work stuff out of the
room he was using as an office and made it into a
nursery. T 9ot Rodrick’s old crib, and he got a

new bed.

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in those Aa)/s
was a hand-me-down from Rodrick.
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Uncle Gary told me T should look in Dad’s closet,
because sometimes grown-ups have "vintage”
shetf thocr laoks ook, Ll never seen Vad wiear
ahy-ﬂ\ihe cool in my whole life, but T was w{l\?hg
to gve it a +r7/.

T Sla& Uncle Gar7/ gave me +hat Hip, because
believe it or not, T found EXACTLY what T was
looking for in the back of Dad'’s closet.
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But when you're Ineitigy T s sl SCope e
Feo?le, some fool is always gonna come alohs and

DO YOU PEOPLE
MIND?

ruin ﬂ-‘mes for you-

Tt my older brother, Rodrick, a few 4“75 after
T was born. Up to that point T thought T was
an only hild, so T was \7re++7/ Jisa?\)o{hh& +to
find out T wasnt.
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T ve never really felt comfortable when people are
acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY
when its my parents. T tried 4o get them to
S'fo?, but +\'\e7/ hever 801‘ the message.

Th fact, eVeryﬂ\?hs T +ried \jus+ seemed to
make things WORSE.

EVERY TIME
WE KISS,
I FEEL A

LITTLE KICK!
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Monda:

Uncle Gury told me if T really itk Fo sebd he
r{3§-\+ signals +o girls a+ school, T M.SH consider
u\)&a'ﬁha m7/ wardrobe. He said -&‘a-r wearing a
new shirt or new shoes a\ways maizes him feel more
confident, and it might work for me, +oo.

The +}\{h3 is, T rea\|7/ dont HAVE a lot of new
chothes. T4 say about 10% of e\leryﬂ'\ihe T oaweer
is & hand-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would say
that's an exaggeration, but all you have 1o do is
check the tags in my underwear for proof.

T never ren"y cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle quy has me wondering if my wardrobe

is holding me back.
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T knew there was no way L could leave a serious
message while Rowle)/ was at my Nouse, so T
deleted the last one and hung vp the phone. T
figured T might as well just wait until tomorrow
morning and talk +o A'/““ in person.

But what T didn't know was that hitting the
”Pouh&" ke)/ didn't delete my messages on he
Groves’ voice mail sysfem The way it does oh ours.
So after dinner tonight there was a knock on
+he door, and it was Al)/ssa's father.

i Giree kg Dot s el my frisind had
left +we.h+7 Pr‘mk messages on his machine and
that hed Agpretiabe i if we never called his
house again.

Hy

So T guess T'm gonna have o scratch Alyssa
off my list.
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But when yoque a baby, you cant rea“y gk around
a lot, so there was oh|7 onhe \ﬂuce T could hide
Fhiabakreries,

HOW DID
THESE ¢eT 1M
HERE A

T +hink Mom shouldVe let me crawl around on the
floor more when T was little, becavse T was WAY
behind +he other kids in my \’i"}/ﬂrou\’ when it
came o the ‘ﬂ\ysical stuff. While the others were
sitting up and couch sun[ihs, T was still workih3
on lifting my head off the ground.
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But when T was in the shower this BThiNg, 1
Juet couldik stop ﬂ\mking ihewt howswegoms it
woidd be b wear Hak -H\mg 4o school. T knew T
ol ?robably sneak it out of the house and puteih
back in the closet later without Mom even noticing.

So while she was feeding Mam\y breakiast, L.
went u\>s+a‘rs, srabbed ﬂ\e \jacket and sli\ave&
out the front door.

HERE COMES

THE AIRPLANE

e ﬁ%@

The first ﬂ\mg T have 4o say is, Mom was r.g}r}
about the jacket not being a winter coat.
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T+ was Just the four of us for a |ah3 time,

and then one day Mom told me she was gohna
bive another Sl Y- T waas 5|n4 she geneLme +he
}\equw‘) so T could be ready.

THE UPSTAIRS
BATHROOM IS

When my little brother, Mahh)/, came n\lahe,
every/(ﬁody +“wou3¥‘\+ he was so cute. But what

they don't ell yo about babies is that after
+hey're born, they have this black stub on their
beHy button where the umbilical cord was tied off.
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T asked Dad if T could borrow it, and he said he
didnt need it anymore so it was OK 67 him.

Unfortunately, Mom wasn on board with the
idea. She sai]‘f\’\e Jacke‘f Was gy, Foo expensive
Lo amidale schoel shdend deeer ang ot T
might damage it or lose it.

7

T told her that wasnt fair, becavse it was Just
sitting in the closet gathering dust, so it didn't
reall}/ matter if someﬂ\ma }\a\)\)ehed 1o it. But
Monm said the jacket sent +he “wrong message” and
that, besides, it wasnt a winter coat. So she told
me to put it back in the vpstairs closet.
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B)/ ﬂ\e time someﬂ'\ma came to me, it was erﬂ‘\er
wwnirlisouk of coNefsd T slobber.

b€

Euen my PACIFIER was a hand-me-down from
Rodnck T dond hink he was rea&y to give it
up, ﬂ\nus\’\, which mis¥\+ exp]n\ih w}'\y he's never
really liked e

YOU DON'T
MEED THIS
ANYMORE!
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At first T didnt recoghize +he people in +he
pictore, but then T realized i+ was Mom and Dad.

T really wish T hadnt seen that r.‘s\n'l’ after
eating breakfast.






21_0.png
T dont know if those videos actually made me

n\h7/ smarter, but at least T was smart ehovg\'\ to
figure out how o put on something T WANTED
+o watch.

T ALSO figured out how to remove the batteries
from the remote so no ohe could turn the

educational videos back ON.

WHY ISN'T
THIS THING
WORKING?
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TThat thing diant have any sort of lining, and
Falfwa} 4o school T was starting to rea|17 fegret
m)l decision.

cHATTER
CHATTER

My gloves were in my winer coat at home, and
my hands were FREEZING. So T shoved them
in the ?ockﬁs of the \jacket but there was
someﬂw;ha i wich o

X

There was a really cool pair of aviator sunglasses
in one of the \)ocka-fs, so that was a bonus. Tn
the other there was one of those picture strips
you get at a photo booth in the mall.
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Ever\-hmll)/, +he stub dries g ang falls off, and
+he baby has a regular—looking be\ly button. The
ﬂ\mg is, hobo&y ever FOUND Mann/s stub.
And +o this &a7 T sill Parar\oié i+'s gonna

e up eriyare,

STOP PICKING
AT YOUR FOOD!
4
(7

When T was a newborn, Mom put me in front of +he
N forem Swwra &ay oo b sdueer Vo videos,
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¥ {mrel)/ Khow Fey-foh, so ma%be it was a bad idea
Yo +r>/ and ask her anyway. feglimsd L should
Vrobubly stick with aitls se. Lhie got some cird of
a connection wiﬂm ﬂ\e fiest person o come to m‘h&
was Beﬂ\un/ Breen, my lab parther in Science.

But T don't think The made such a 300&

irmpikasion. o Beﬂmn/. We're in the middle of our

anatomy uvhit, and for ﬂ'\e ast few Jq s weVe
4 P 7

been dissecting frogs. Tm rcu\||7/ squeamish when
it comes to that sort of ﬂ\rha, so T Just let

Beﬁmn)/ do the dissecting while T stand on the
other side of the room trying not to throw vp.

Semusly, ﬂ'\ous)’w, in this Aa>/ and age T don't
s w}xy we're still cutting open frogs +o see
sl nside e,
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DIARY
°F ol

Wimpy Kid

THE THIRD WHEEL
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TuesAa7/

Uncle Gary Yold me that if T want a girl to go
to the dance with me, T'm gonha have +to ask her
face-to-face. TVe been +r7/{h3 +o avoid that, but
Toohink diels Prcbably right.

There’s a 5§r| named Pe)/‘hm Ellis who The always
kind of had a crush on, and when T saw her
drinking from the water fountain yes-\’erAuy,

I stood -H\ere and waited ‘)a-Heh'H/ for her to
finish. But Peyton mustve seen me out of the
corner O{ "\Cr eye ﬂhd reﬂliled 1 was schhﬂ ﬂsk
her 4o the dance, so she Jus+ ke‘)+ drihkihs and
Jrihkihs while T stood there like a Jo‘pe.

Evenﬂally, +the bell rang and we both had +o 90

to class.
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OTHER BOOKS BY JEFF KINNEY
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules
Diary of a Wimpy Kick The Last Straw
Diary of a Wimpy Kick Dog Days
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth

Diary of a Wimpy Kick: Cabin Fever

The Wimpy Kid Do-1t-Yourself Book
The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary

COMING SOON

More Diary of « Wimpy Kid
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Even though T haven't impressed Beﬂ\ah}/ with
my dissection skills, T still ‘H‘\ous"\'?’ T Mva"\"’
have a shot with her. T dont want +o brag or
anyﬂmg, but T HAVE been a \7re‘H7/ Kilarious

LOOK AT ME!
HEE HEE HEE!

lab parner.

At the end of the 447 7/es+:r&a}/, T walked up

+o Beﬂ\any when she was 3e++m3 Ker coat out
of her locker.
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TO GRAM
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pES somebo&y tells me +heres a heart and intestines
inside a frog, T'm willing to take their word for it.

T was \7re‘H>/ }\a\)?y i 3o+ \puired up with
Beﬂmny as lab partners. T remember back in
e\emem’qr)/ school, whenever a teacher ?ickeé a b")/
and a Siri 1o do someﬂ\fhg +cge+}\er, all the other
kids would 90 CRAZY.

WOULD PETER
AND LISA PLEASE
CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

WOO
WOOOOO!

hen T got chked 4o be lab partners with
Beﬂmhy, T was }'\o‘)[hﬁ for some kind of reaction
from +he rest of the class. But T guess everyohe's
outgrown +hat stoff.
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But last week he got sent home from school
because he had the chicken Pox, which T didnt
even know you could still GET anymore. Se whe
krows HOW many girls Evan’s infected.

Ore girl T Pre-H?/ sure Evan never kissed is
Julie Webber, because she’s been going out with
Ed Norwell since the fifth Srqcle Bk T

haard ther re\aﬁohsh is a little s}\ak)/ these

days so T'm gohna Ao w‘hcﬁ I can }\elv s‘)eed

H‘\yhes along.
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1 mean, T was INSIDE of her, so 1 could hear
every weird she suid whether T wanden o or beh

I CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT
THEM BECAUSE THEY
MAKE ME GASSY!

DO I REALLY X
NEED TO BE

T covlo also haar Just about EVERYTHING
that was Ha?‘)ehihg o the outside. So when
Mom and Dad Got all muS“\y, T had +o listen to
THAT, too.
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Last week in school we had o Pop quiz onh a book ,
snd L hednt read o 7e+. T was ‘>re+{7 sure Mom
read that one to me before T was borh, bt T
couldn’t remember any of dpe detaiis.

42. What does
Oliver Twist ask
for that gets him %

introwble? [N %

T guess the week Mom was reading that book, T
was busy doing something else.

The crazy -H\ms is, Mom didnt NEED 4o use +he

microphone for me to hear her.
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1 mustve recordea +weh+7 messages, because 1
wanted to get it just right. But Rowle)/ was in
the room with me +r7ih3 +o s-hay com\?le-!'ely silent,
and whenever T looked at him 1Jus+ com?\e—t'eI)/
lost i+.

HELLO, THIS IS
GREG HEFFLEY AN

After a while me and Rowley e s, +o+a|l>/
having fun and goofing around.

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I'™
CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARE
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Ta&ay T asked Rowley o be my wingman, but he
didnt rea||7 understand the concept. So T +old
Nim it's Just like be.’hs my campaigh manager, but
for the dance.

N

Rowle}/ said maybe we could be EACH OTHER's
wingman and help each other get a date 4o the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
ata i feel ke v veed et
situation taken care of (yrs—h because seHms
Row\ey o dade do the dance corldend ug be}hg
adorg=tern projeet
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T“\eh ohe day when 1 was in the middle of
Jha\), gy got woken up 37/ ShEse

strange hoises coming Foardhensusiae,

niFlire

a r’eu\“)/ oo

A b T d e e s e b W e Mk T e
hearihg, but later on T found out it was Mom
Piping in music +\'\rou3}\ these sveakers sk put on
ber bel\y.

T Gugsi I ﬂ\oua}ﬁ’ if she Playe& classical music
for me every day before T was born, it would +urn
me into some kind of 9enius.

7





128_0.png
T admit T was a little nervous +alkm3 to her
even though we spend for-f)/—(.‘ve minutes every
do\y as lab partners. But before T got a single
word ovt, T started ‘H‘\ih’(ihs about the (ross.
So T don't think it's gohna work out between me
and her.

Last h[s"\‘f when T was elling Uncle Gar7/ about
what }'\a\j\aehed at school, he said my Problem
is.Ahat L rying to do.Hhis o my own and T
need a “wihgmah" +o }ﬂel‘) me look 3003 in front of

Fhe girls se it’s easier to ask one out.

Well, T +hink Rowley would be a PERFECT
Wlhgf'\ﬂv\ ‘(Or me, be(quse \’\e mdkes me IOOk SDOA

Just by being himself.
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JANUARY
Sunda
Lok T evirted keevmg a journal a lot earlier
on, because w\'\oever ends up wrrh‘ng my byogm\ﬁ\y
is gonna have a lot of questions about my life in
dhe years leading vp to middle school.

Luck-ly, T remember just about everfﬂmhs +hat's
ha\a?ahe& to me since T was born. Tn fact, T
can even remember stuff that happened to me
BEFORE T was born.

Back in those Jnys it was just me swimming around
in the dark, doing {mckﬂ.‘vs and +ak.’h3 naps
whengigs L indeg.
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But that wasnt the ena of i+. Ever mg}\‘h Mom
would read 4o me for a half hour before she went
to bed.

"MR. LIMBKINS, I BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!
OLIVER TWIST HAS
ASKED FOR MORE!"

The prob\em is, my sleep schedule didn’t line up
with Mom’s. So when she was sleey}ng, T4 be

wide awake.

T ac+ua||7 wish Td paid mare adtenton when Mo
was readihg to me, ﬂ\oug)\.

y





131_0.png
When T got home T called A\yssa's number r@}«r
away, but no one was there. 'ﬂ\e ahswer}n3 machine
\mked vp renH)/ fast, and the next —H'\ms T knew

T was leaving a message.

UM...YES...THIS 1S
GREG HEFFLEY
SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I™M CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

T hit the “pound” kY on the phone so T could

delete my message an start over. But my second

message wasnt that great, either.

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I'™M TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...

125





130_0.png
We gave the wingman thing a trial run at lunch, dut
T think there’s still a lot of room for improvement.

I HEARD GREG
HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.

’ﬂwrsday

On the walk home from school +odo\>/, Row\ey told
me he heard from a girh.on the Dance Committee
that Al)/ssa Grove Just broke vp with her
boyfrieh& and is looking for a date +o the dance.

See, that's EXACTLY w‘h7' T made Rowley my
witgian. A|7/ssn is one of the most popular girls
in my school, so T was gonna have to act quick
before one of the other goobers in my slass. got
Yo her.
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'ﬂ\ose s‘aeakers came with a microﬂ\ahe, and when
Mom washt ‘)lny{hg music, she was +e|l.’h3 me
everyﬂmhg that was going on in her life.

"..AND THEN MOMMY WENT
TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE
BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE
BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE
DUCKLINGS ON IT!

And when Dad came home from work, Mom would
have him give me a blow—by—blow of HIS clrxy.

50 THEN T TowD Bru, 1 DID
SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 10444,"
AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.
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Now everyohe's so ‘mrahoid about getting \thrsed
+hat no one will even stand up Aurihs our
baskethall scrimmages.

BN

A\

Thve even shartad wedring +wo pairs of shorts

urider my sweatpants for extra insurance.

< apsi

— 9 )—

T"\{has Rave gotten so bad +that Vice Prmc.‘yal
Roy came into the gym +o&q7 4o lecture the boys
He said this was no Iaughmg matter and that
anyohe caug}ﬁ patrtsing another Shudernd woold
be SUSPCT\ACA.

& V0%
00T ROLL £
eig@ Ly

=\ | -
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T can tell it's hard for a lot of the boys to be
mature in front of the girls. So some guys are
acting out when there aren’t any girls sroind.

We're in the middle of a basketball vnit in P}-.?/s
Ed, with the girls P'“/‘“S on one side of the g
and the boy/s on the other. 'ﬂwe other Am7 +his
kid named Ahﬂ’\oh)/ Renfrew thought it would be
pretty {uhhy i he pantsed Daniel Revis when he

was shoo’r}hg free throws.

Evuybody lau3§ae& except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel got Anﬂ\or\y back when he was going for
a Inyv\m After that it was a free-for-all, with
everyone pantsing everyone else. So things have

been AWFUL since +hen.
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T+ seems like every guy in my homeroom has
gotten a Cah&y Gram. Even Travis H.:key got

one, and hell eat a crust of pizza out of a trash

can if you give him a quarter.

Uncle Gnr7/ was playing his computer game in m
(1‘, and T +told him about the
Valentine’s Da7/ dance and the Cah&y Grams. Believe

room the other nig
it or not, he gave me some rea“)/ Suod advice.

Uncle Gary told me the best way to get a girl’s
attention is b7/ making /oursel( look “unavailable.”
He said what T should do is bu7/ a bunch of
Candy Grams and have them all delivered +o
MVOELE sonbie sivls would think T was a really
b ?ro?er+7.
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But Vice Pr.’hc;vul Roy should Ve watched where he
was s+ahd.‘h3, becavse some kid snuck under the

bleachers and got him ?reH}/ San.

NAARGH? :

Whoever did it escaped before Vice Principal R")’

could catch him. No one knows for sure who it

was, but the name ﬂ\e}/re using for the gy is
Hhe Mad Parchser.

Tuesdnyl

Ttls been shout o week since +\we7/ itraduced these
Candy Grams, and T'm getting a little concerned
that T haven't gotten one yet The never flung
potatoes on the celling and e never pantsed
anyone in my life, so T dont know what a 9vy
vieeds o do to impressa aird these days.
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Tve still goka |oh3 way o g but here’s the

incomplete Vversion.

The person T'm worried about is a boy named
Evan Whitehead. TVe heard him {:rn\sﬂmg +hat
he's kissed a bunch of different girls in my grade.
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She WOULD be at the top of my list for +he
dance. But T'm worried that if ﬂw\ss worked ovt
between me and her, T4 always be 'H\Fhkihs about
b ex~{>o7/{riehd and T wouldn’t be able +o get
‘)n\s+ it

YOU MAY
NOW KISS
THE BRIDE!

The Erika Hernandez situation has made me
wonder what other girls might have a Jamar Law
in their past. T+ hard o keep track of who
has gone out with who in ™y school, and +hat's
important information when 7ou're looking for a
date to the dance. So T drew . chart 4o see

[ everyone in my grade is connected.
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?ridqy

By Wec{haséuy T'd blown H'\roug\ﬁ five dollars,

and T realized if T ke\r{' buyihs Cuhd)/ Grams
for m}/selw[, T was gohha starve o death. So

T decided +o actually bu7/ a Cuhr}?/ Gram for a
GIRL and see how that went.

Yes+erda7 at lonch T bought a Ccmdy Gram and
sent it 1o Adrianne S.mpsor\, who sits three rows
away from me in English. But T didnt want +o
risk my whole quarter on one person, so T made
dure L got my. mohey's sagg i 2

Dear Adrianne,

&
It would be “sweet” if =
youd go with me to the g
Valentine’s Day dance! 2
F
bbg

Signed,
N

P.S. If +he answer is
no, please hand o2
this +o Julia ®
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it prabably shouldve thought about talking to
Uncle Gary a lot earlier. He's been married
someﬂ\iha like four times a|reo\d}/, so he's an
EXPERT on relationships.

Yes+er$n7/ T baugh-f +wo dollars’ worth of Cahd)/
Grams, and +oda7/ in homeroom ‘ﬂ\e}/ were delivered

o me.

HERE'S ANOTHER
ONE FOR GREG
HEFFLEY!

T Just Bave +his works, because that 4wo bucks
was my lunch mohey.

1
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Tm ?re-H7 nervous, because it seems like there
A really a lot of girls left o choose from at
+his point.

e i who doesnt have a date yet is Erika
Hernandez. She Just broke vp with her boyfr,end,
this kid named Jamar Law, who is famous in our
school for getting his head stuck in a chair. The
janitor even had o cut him free with a hacksaw.
Tt dhe yearbook did ever7/+hih3.

little help from Mr. L
ring s

Mrs. Moran's art c}

Erika is really Pre-H?/ and hice, so dont ask me
whck She_weas ﬂ\;hk.‘ng el She siherted going out
witha deshus lee Tomar.
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Adrianne ang Julia were both giving me &;r+7 looks
when T walked into class +oJa7, so Tm assuming
it's a ho from both of them.

T realized o Cah&)/ Gram isnt the ONLY way
Yo ask a 3ir| 40 a dance, 'H\aus}w. There’s a S'H
named Le{ghmn Marlow who sits in the same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for Hisfor7 class. So
T wrote her a note on ey, ek snd i didnt

cost me a cent.

Um’orﬂmhly, T forgot that after-school
detention is held in the same room as History,
50 some moron jumped in with an answer bejo/re
Leighann even had a chance o read my hote.

Hi Leighamn- Lﬁgi&m&”

IF you are locking = o

for someone +o do

to the dance with, r Gre

Just let+ me know De\(is T w:% 9o to

by wiriting back. e dance with you
4 PS. will you marr

Greg Heffley ~ and RO mef?

fass
s
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The teachers do random checks on kids lockers
now, and T knew sooher or later +}-.e>/ were gonna

find my secret stash.

T wanted to make sure my 50\7\717/ lasted to the
end of the school 7/ear, so T needed o frisure out
how +o profect it.

Lodeeided e ohl7/ way +o do THAT was o have
a stall in the bathroom all 4o m}/S&l'{, and to kaep
my toilet paper biader i Hhare.

So oh Moh&a}/ T picked a stall that was pretty

dlears aind bockied Hhe qeor Then Larsnded
underneath it 1o get out.
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Tm suﬂ)nsed to s+n>/ home from school for at
least a week. The eoa& news is that with everyohe
out of the house, T can take latig baths withovt
anyohe bm‘\'\erihg me.

But T will admit all that floating around isn't as
great as T remember it, and after just an hour

our skin gets all wr{nkly. Sndent ask s bow T
lived that way for nine months.

Plos, T st e |ohel7/ be;ha |>7/ myseh[ all 3::7/.
Or at least T THINK T'm alore. Toclay Thad a
fresh towel next to the tub, and when T opehe&
my. eyes it was gone.

e either somebad/'s messing with me, or Jo}mny
Cheddar is ot it again.
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For a few Jay/s m7/ s>/s+am worked great. No one
even TRIED 4o use my private stall

DAG, IS THAT
KID STILL IN
THERE?

%@; ®,

Ll Lol Lolbe/ Ll

But then T forgot to pick one of the spare
shoes vp off +he sroumi, and T guess that
mustVe looked pretty suspicious from the outside.

T80 T
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Next+ T sly?PeJ some old sneakers T broug\’ﬁ'
Lrom bome an the oo in_fronct of the Yoilat o
make it look like the stall was occu\me&.

Every ime Tmeeded o vee dhe bathroom Hhis
week, I waited o make sure ho one was urouhd,
then L erawled onderveaths ry atall door. T
was like T had a +iny little apartment in Here.
Thn fact, T wish T4 ‘H'\aus}ﬁ of this idea a

larg Hime. ago. ;

ag
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READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and #1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publishing world|
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR’s “Backseat Book Club”

Diary of a Wimpy Kidis “One of the most successful

ey children’s series ever published.”

¢ magazine —The Washington Post

“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.

—School Library Journal

wimpykid.com

s West 18th Stret
New York, NY 100m
wiwamulothooks.com
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After the first wave of Cnhd)/ Grams got
delivered, some of the boys who didnt get one got
eaius of the 9vys who DID. Now all of a sudden
EVERYONE wants to go to the dance because
o ohe wants to be left out. So 7/cs+er4q7 at
lunch there was a b}e rush on CahJ}/ Grams.

Like T said before, there are more b")'s Shan
girls in my grade this year, and T think a lot of

guys are nervous ﬂxe)/'re not gonna end vp with a
date to the dance. So most of the boys are acting
really different whenever a girl is around.

At lunch, guys usual\y take s?oom(uls of mashed

potatoes EERDOE vp at +he ciling o try
and get them to stick.
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The Cqm})/ Grams are invitations to +the Valentine's
Da &ahce, and ﬂ\e Dance Committee started
slling i ak loneh e other &ay. Tf you pay
+wen+7—f.ve cents, you can send a Camly Gram to
anyone you want, and Bryce Anderson got ones
from ot least five different girls right off the bat.

It would be “sweet” if
you'd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!
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Don+t even ask me WHAT ‘H‘\e?/ put in the
potatoes Thatk makes them stick like thek

°GLOP

Soimmetiries L forget +o loaly wp before T find a
place to sit.

The 3.r|s really hate +he mashed potato -H-\.‘hs,
and that's w\-\y ‘H\ey it o the other side of Hie
cufeteris. Bk vus The 507/5 Eisone +\‘\e7're not
gonna get one of the girls to go with them to
e divien if ‘H-\e)/ act like jerks.
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i 'Hmus\ﬂ’ we should sell caramel popeorn, but
either Rowley didn't have his walkie-talkie up loud
enough or everybady was just ighoring me.

TR = LONTE pespiostin
o2 )&%
= -—

Eugehe Ellis suggested a o wmestling mateh in

+he g™ and Javan Hill came vp with the idea of
a motocross stunt show. But they couldnt decide
which idea H\e)f liked better, so ﬂ\e?/ settled on a

mixed motocross/wrestling event.
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Aebiasick bong betore penple figureg st L was
hoar&ihg c{ualv‘f)’ +oilet paper, and +Hh55 fell

apart pretty c{u.ckly after that.

GAAAAL,

Friday
T +hink what +he students learned from the toilet
paper ex?triehce is ﬂ'\nﬁ' if we want some‘ﬂ'\ihs,

we're gohha havs %o veise the mohe7/ on our owh.

So las® wesk he student counel branstoreg ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, Hillar
Pine, said we should have a car wash, and the
Secre’rary, Olivia Davis, said we should do a Gk
7ard sale.
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Ever since word got out about the Valentines Day
dance, it’s all nhyaha can talk about at school.
The Slrls seem reully excited, and +\'\e>/'re treating
i+ like some sort of middle school prom.

There’s already a Dance Committee, which
Rowley got invited o be on since he’s the Social
Chairperson. T'm just glad there’s some male
representation on that committee, becauvse if
the slrls Kave their way, Krisstina will be the
entertainment for the night.

Most of the boys canldi' cove Joss bt #he
damee, The howr s bunch of guys saying Hhere’s
o way H’\e)l're gohhna pay +hree bucks +o 9o to
o daies i Hhe ol gyrmhasim. But that all
d“"‘ﬁeé earlier ﬂus week when ‘H’\e first Cahd)/
Grams got handed out in homeroom.
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T +hink Eugene realized i+ was gonha +take a lot
of work +o pull some+h.‘n3 like that off, so he
aSSvaheJ it 1o his Vice President. H.’Ilary formed a
Fundraising Committee and got her friends on the
student council to join it.

On Monday, Hillar re\wr-i'eJ back 4o the student
council and said that everything for the event was
?\anned but that the 'Fundra.‘s.‘ng Committee had
made a few “small c\\ahges" o the oigindl idea.

Somehow the motocross/wrestling event morphed
into a VALENTINE'S DAY dance. Eusehe and
‘H’\e oﬁ\er 3u7/s wanted +o (}‘\the e d back, but
Mis, Bireh said +\\e7 had 4o respect 4he dezizion
of the Fundraising Committee. T'm sure the troth
is that she wasnt really crazy about He idei of
motorized vehicles in the gym to begin with.
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R@M’ about that time, the Senior Center weting
wraﬂyed up, and a few of the seniors started
drifting over 4o our side of the g and helping
+hemselves o the refreshments.

’ﬂwey went through the strawberries pretty quick,
and then there was nothing for people to dip in
+he chocolate fountain.

(e IA!MMU\‘_\\
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But the old folks started makihﬂ song requests,
and the next ﬂ-.ihg yov knew, our Valentine’s D“)’

dance was overrun by senior citizens.

T just watched ever/ﬂxms \7\“7 ovt from my spot
against the back wall, wondering why T'd even
wanted to go to the dance in the first place. T
was also starfing fo regret not wearing the body
spray T found in Rodrick’s junk drawer, because
Great Uncle Bruce's cologne was attracting people
outside my age grovp-

?
{ SN (K
i i wA\lsz
] T il
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But 1 dont know a single kid who didnt eat at
lenst thrke of foue cun&y bars before +\\e7/ even
got home. Th fact, T ate fifteen {>7 the time
Mo found out and put a stop o it.

Soa lot of fumilies lite mire haa o weitbe s check
“bo He _sehool Just o cover he coit ol the sand
bars their children ate. T+’ possible that nobod
sold a single cahd)’ bar during that fundraiser.

Saturda
SPen\kihs of money, Uncle Gmry spent all of his
allowance this week and asked me if ha eald

borvow soms of UINE, When Dad fovnd aut, he
was \are‘H?/ wiid.
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So kids started sticking their fingers direc-H)/ in
the fountain, and i+ was Corh/s all over again.

bl AN InIR
5~ R B

Owme_zic Jost o comdact lens in dha chosslede
fountain, and Mrs. Sheer had everyone stand back
so. she.cold b it ovt when i cycle& back through.

AFIE|] [AMU/UR

Since the meeting was over, Uncle Gary Surined
the music back up-
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Word got around school fast, and \aeo\a\e were
pretty mad. The whole reason everyone voted for
Eusene was becavse of his campaign promise. Plus,
we do fundraisers for the school every year, and
you would think they could take some of the mone
we make and sPeh& it oh some qual}fy doslek gaper.

T ’rhoug‘ﬁ the school would be rolling in &ovgh
after the LAST fundraiser we had o few weeks
ago, when we sold candy bars. T have to give
credit to whoever came up with the idea. The
school sent each student home with fiﬁy Chocolate
CrUh(*\ (ﬂhd)/ bﬂl’s, Ghd we were SUPPDSQA +o 30
out and sell them 4o our naiskbors.

CHOCOLATY,
CRUONCH

CHOCOLATE CRONCH






100_0.png
She said the school could allow kids +o brihs in
their OWN rolls from home. And when the
anhouncement came over ﬂ\e lcudsveo\ker, it was a
huge vietory for Eugene Ellis and the rest of +he
sbudent ol

[@-

Tuesday was the first day kids were allowed +o
brma i heir awin Toilet paper, shd T 2hink some

people went a little overboard.
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We&nes&ay
A lot has }\a\)?ehed since the Valentine's Da}/ dance.

A few &a\)/s g Uncle Gar)/ boug}d’ a bunch of
scratch ickets with the money he made selling
T-shirts, and one of his tickets was a forty-
+housand-dollar winner. So he Paid U S
he owed him, wished me luck with the “ladies,” and
moved out of the house.

The other big news is that T gota £ull-blown
side_of he chicken pox-
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But T dont think Ab{am’l saw it that way, because
on the ride home she wasnt real c}mﬁy with me.

When we \)u\led vp to Abiﬁml's house, Rowle)/
walked her 1o the front door. That was fine with
me, becavse it gave me a chance 4o finish off the
rest of the chocolates. And after the nyﬁlﬁ I
Just had, T was +o+all7/ STARVING.
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FACULTY
ONLY

That menns this teachers have besn treating
themselves o good tollet paper while us kids are
stuck with the :hen\) stuff.

When Eugene Ellis confronted Mrs. Birch, she
knew the feachers were +o+q“7 busted.

Mrs. Birch said that even ﬂ\aush the teachers
vse Pillow-Soft Uttra, there’s not enough mone
in the budse+ Yo stock all the kids' bathrooms

with expensive toilet paper but she could agree

to a cam?ramise.
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Later that afternoon +he Pr}hci\)c\l got on the
|ouAsPeuker and said that from now on, were oh|7/
allowed +o br‘}hs five squares of oilet paper to
school a qu. That seems like a pretty ridiculous
rule, because T dont know ANYONE who can
get by on five squares.

Yesterday a few kids got caught bringing in more
than ‘H-.ey were suy\mse& to, so now ﬂ\e +ea<\ﬁers
are c%eckihg our bags when we come in ﬂ\roug}\

+he front doors in the morhing.

'ﬂwrsdax

By the time the principal set that five-square

limit last week, T'd ulrea&y stocked my locker with
about +weh+7/ rolls.

ah
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T fact, some kids drought in so much tailet

paper that there wasnt ehoush room to fit it in
+heir lockers, so +he>/ carried their suﬂ:ly around
with them.

Everyﬂxing Vrobab\y wouldve been Just fire, but

at lunch someone threw a roll of Hoilet paper at
somebody else, and within about fifteen seconds it

was a total madhouse.
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T cant say for sure how 1 got +hem, dut T
really \-\oPe FF swmact o Rowley, becsuse LU ok
+hat cnﬂ?l about the idea of a bunch of Row|e7‘s

virus cells attacking my immune syster.

Tm pretty sure T DIDN'T get +he chicken pox
from Rowley, %oush. T Ve seen him Walkins +o
school the past few Aays, and from what T can
tell, he's been wearing his mom’s makeuy on his
chin. So T think those red bumps mightve been
?im‘)les, sk like Ab.’ga.’l's.

AhJ sPenkihﬁ of Row|e)/ nh& AbiamL I henrd
that the two of them are a couple now. All T can
sa7/ is if that's true, it makes Row|e7/ +he wors+
wingman in Hs+or7/.
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T dde’™ bowe & dhiovius gohna ask me o dance
or if T'd somehow done Some‘l’}'\ihS 4o make her
mn&, but T did not want to end up 3:Huh5
bidsion at o middle_schodl demce.

T looked for some wa7 to escape, but T was
+rq\7\>e4. chk.’ly, Abyam\ walked r{s\ﬁ out of the
bathroom at that exact moment, and T grabbed
her hand just before Ruby got fo me.
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Scratch tickets are a sore su{)\jerﬁ for Dad anyway.
A '{EW 7’3“"5 GSD Dﬂ& bou&“\‘f Uhcle Gﬂr}’ a nice
winter J'acke-f for Christmas, and Uncle quy gave
Daad wy_serwhely hicket. Dad seomed o likle aimoged
that he'd spent all that money on Uncle Gary
and Uncle Gury Just gave him a gift that oh\y
cost a buck.

Dad scratched off the little squares on Fhe eard
with @ cois and he got fhiree cherries, which
meant he'd just won a hundred thousand dollars.

But it turned out the ticket was just a gag gift,
and it was a fake.
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T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle quy anhounced
ik B ek song o e Hn 1985 e ol Hhe
h;s\w. When the music started ‘?\a ing, & few
kids \)a}rec} up widsmallbag oub b re. danee Soor
as cou\)les, which was the first time that had
}‘d??eht&& all m’g*\t

T colldnt wait for the song to end, because this
datnee 8 0 bhad A, and 1 J'us+ sugtiched
g home and V“‘)’ i s yiies G Tauld

erase the whole ex\)el’}ehce from m)/ brain.

Bt Just when T +\\ou3}~\+ +hm55 couldn’t get any
worse, T saw Ruby Bird and she was coming rig}n‘

for me.
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T+ turns out Uncle Gary spent his mohey on
scratch tickets ot the convenience store. Dad old
Uncle Gary he's got a better chance of getting
struck by lighthing than winning the lottery
and that he's just wasting his money.

Dad Vrobably should Ve chosen his words more
care{ully, because now Manhy wont step foot
outside if it's raining.
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Now, defore T say what hayvehed next, let me
st smpiain.db ™y defeinge shat Tiuas nIrenJ}/ on
e&ge about the whole chicken pox 'i“t\rhg.

But T admit, T MAY have overreacted a little.

T+ 4urns out it WASN'T chicken pox, ﬂ\oush. i
was just a pimple. When Abigail was crying, =2
makeup mustie washed off her chin.

Ahyway, 1 know ﬂ\ﬁ NOW, but ﬂhyohe in rv\)l
shives \arobably wouhd e rpscbed -Hee same ssch way
T did.
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But in the game, Uncle Gary is Justa 9vy who
doesn’t have a job and buys a bunch of scratch
iekets every Jay.

SORRY, YOUR
SCRATCH TICKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

I

0'59—‘—““.‘:;\-
SN ESS NG
1 A

FEBRUARY

Thorsday
Thers fave beers some Preﬁy b}3 Jeveio‘amerﬁs at
school this week.

T all started on Moh&n)/ ot bhe last shudent
counail meeting. The meetings are Keld in the
teachers louV\Se, and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went 4o use +the bathroom, he came out with a
roll of Pillow-Soft Ultra toilet paper.

97





218_0.png
Abism‘l's makeu? was a mess from all +he crying,
bt L dide reo\lly care. T was Just ‘\avvy +o
have an excuse to Se'l’ any from Ruby. Ahd to be
honest with you, T +hink Abisail was )""\’?/ +o
see me, too, so L led her to an em?+7/ spot on
e dancesfisar.

T4 never slow-danced with a arl before, so T
didn't know where T was supposed to put m
hands. She put hers on my shoulders, and T

put mine in my Pockew‘s, but that felt kind of
dumb. So we met in the middle, and that seemed
about right.

Then T hoticed someﬂ\.’hs on Ab.sa.’l's chin. T4
was a little red {)um\) +hat looked EXACTLY like
one of Rowle)/'s chicken pox.

212





97_0.png
YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE LOOK ON
YOUR FACE! HA HA!

We still can’t mention that Christmas +o Dad,
because it Just \7"+S him in a bad mood for the
rest of the Jay.

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gar:

to get a \jo{? s he can move out of our house. Tm
starting to wish Uncle Gary would get a job, oo,
because lahl?/ he's been sPeh&ms a lot of time in
my room \7["7'}‘3 on the computer,

He's addicted to this virtual-world game where you
can be ah)/'ﬂﬁihs you want, like a ?alrcemah or a

cohstruction worker or a rock star.
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And from the reaction Euaehe got, T don+t
ke S)f&hey or Bryan Ik prayer.

’ﬂwrsdax

o Lile T Predide&, Eugehe £ oy S budsint
council President 57 a landslide. Rowley woh, too,
becowme e v Hie oh|7/ PREEn b “‘*"“”7 s.‘sv\ed
vp for Social Chairperson. T wish T'd known
that, because T couldVe saved m}/self a lot of
bassle widh thote Toshivhs,

The student council had +heir first meEting +03n>/,
aind e Brd e peasher s o warng i 2he

council, +old Eusehe ‘H’\e sc\’\ool cou]&h‘f afford +o

stock the bathrooms with quiHeJ “oilet paper, so

he mig}\‘! as well forge+ about it.
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By 3:00 +here must have been a hundred of them
crowded around the entrance. There was some sort
of ‘compiotion between one. of the teachers and a
few of ﬂwe senhior citizens, so 1 gof closer to see
what was going oh.

The senior citizens cloimed ﬂ\e?/& booked +he g
for a town meeting about the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer told them she. reserved the g for
+he dance two weeks ago.

But the seniors said +\'\e7 reserved it two MONTHS
ago, and H\e)/ had +he ‘;a?erwork +to prove it.

The Senior Center P“?'e said us kids were gonna
have o clear out of the gym so ﬁwe)/ could have

i

ol
|

+heir meeting.
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T felt like that second rule was directed at ME
becavse T Just \m’ckeJ up-my. Hhind desmntion.

Tn my first year of middle school, an eig}ﬂ’\'w*
sruJer told me there was a secret elevator that
went to the second floor, and that he could sell
e speeidl pass for five bucks.

That sounded like a good deal 4o ME, so T
gave him five dollars for +he pass, which looked

\areﬁy official.
ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.

)
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T tried 4o get Veovle o stop mak.‘ns noise, but
it was ho use.

X

I

T+ got quiet on +he other side of the wall, so T
walked back into the 9ym and Abigail and her
friends were over 67/ +he Puhc\ﬁ.

A+ 7:50, Uncle Gar;x turned up the music, and i+
looked like the dance was gonna get started for

real. But that's when some peaple my Gramma’s age
started +rickling in.
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By ik ppieck mos ol dbe bo)/s had had enough.
AL ik e be{v\g abHaair best behatiof avound
+he grls had taken its toll, and a lot of the avys
st +a+nl|>/ et loose.

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of the c}m\yerones Hrien
to calm the boys down, but it was }\o?eless. T+
was a really wild scene, and it was ac+ua\17 getting
a little Jahﬁerous.

T ﬂmugh about going over by She bleachers 4o
getout of everyohe's way, but at that moment
the Mad Pantser struck again and T decided T
wins hesbar aff whare 1 s
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The ohl)l candidates who got to give s?eec\'\es were

the ones who were running for President. T was
?re-Hy relivved o hear-that, becavse when I had
Rowiey rehearse his s‘ueech for Social ChnirP:rsah,

he was a nervous wreck.

GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFTERSOM, ARG T, Uk,
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So Uncle Gary/ lowered the volume b}/ about 80%,
and then we could hear every word.of the Senior
Center mee'ﬁhs.

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER IN THE KITCHENETTE.

That didnt seem 4o bother +he sirls, ﬂ'\oush. A
lot of them took out their personal music Players
and just kept dancing.
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Last night T apkea bunch of Uncle Gm'y's
T-shirts from the garage, turned them inside
out, and wrote a letter on each one so the
s?ellac} ot “VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON
EOR_SOCIAL CHAIRPERSUM. T4 4cok
all h.s}\t and T went H\roug}w about twenty
markers, but T knew it was gonha make a b.‘g
splash at the assembly.

T 9ot to school earl)/ +o&n>/ and gave each kid who
was w{“ihﬁ 4o wear a.shirt a \)iece of bubble aum.

But when we got into +he gy getting the kids
to stand in the right order was like trying to
herd et
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A judaing dees e losk on dis dacey Loasn
‘H\{hk }\e was ex?ecﬁhg Abiaa{l to be ﬂ\ere, eiﬂ\er.

After that, it was Just a whole lot of drama.
Michael ook off and left his date behind, and
Abiga;l spent +he next half hour bawling bhee eyes
it ot carmer of e 9ym

T did what T could +o }\el\a mike Abvem’l feel
better, but she kind of had a crowd around her,
o et mire she ac+un1|7 noticed.
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T just hope Bry'm doesnt run for President
w}neh ke’s a erowVvu?, because if he c}oes, Hs
corpaigh mallies are gohna be RIDICULOUS.

The last candidate to go was a kid named Euvgene
Ellis. Eugene is the only person running for
President who didnt put up posters or hand out
1ol|v")o\>s or ah}/ﬂxma like that, so hobo&y raa|\7
+ook him servously.

Eugene’s campaign speech was oh|7 about +hir
seconds long. He said that if he’s elected
President, he'll get the school 4o re?lace the
cheap toilet paper in the bathrooms with the
expensive, qm'Hed kind.

When Eugehe finished his s\aeech, the whole place
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS complaining
about the foilet paper situation because the +7/Pa
the school uses is like sandpaper.
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Every once in a while, a few latecomers would walk
in and turn right back around when ﬂ\ey saw
what was happening in the gym. But at around
9:00, Michael Sam?soh walked in \'wHir\S Kands
with Cherie Be“nhaer.

Michael was the boy A{!-Suyl e SROBLD
F +he dance with, but T guess his “{qmﬂy
o{vliaa‘ﬁoh“ story was el
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The first candidate to gve a speec\\ was a Sirl
named Sydhey Greene who is a s+rqi3¥\+—A student
aind bias mever sissed s wag of schoni. She siig
that if she’s elected Presic(eh‘h she'll ek better
egipeend for the music room and will organize a
project fo put new protective covers on e baake
in_the |{(7rar>/.

Next vp was Br)/ah Bu++57. s g0 0g Hiee
Pr{hc.’vul Roy called Br;/ah vp to the Vodium,
everyone in the g started making all sorts of

obroxious noises.

Tonsore Brth said a lot of interesting things

&ur{hg his s?eec}\, but you couldn’t hear a word
syl ok packet,
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Every(?o&y seemed to be able to live with that
idea, and the J'anH'or \7u+ up the ?ar-h-hon.

‘\

n

Losing Ralf of the gym was kind of a bummer, but

what killed the mood was the LIGHTS. There’s

only one switch for the overhead |i5h+s Sl

%m, and ﬁ\ey had 1o be either all on or all off.
s e baeis waked Shem op for Vel

mee g do. that was the end of the "My’dh.’gH n

Paris” vibe over on our side of the s

L 20303 (feme
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He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
becavse T4 given s bid o des) {)}/ seliing, him the
poss et half pricts

After the assemH7 T realized sam:ﬂ\ihef Row\ey
has pever had o deterdion, so heo be the
PERFECT candidate for student council. T +old
him he should run, but he said he wouldn’t know
what he'd do if he got elected.

But that's where T come in. T told him if he gets
elected, Tl make all the +ou3¥‘ decisions and all
he'll have Ho do is show up for the meetings and
do what T el him. T think it's a GENIUS idea,
becavse T'11 get +o be in power but T won't have
to miss qh7/ recess.

1 VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS
AND HALF DAYS

I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS
AND HALF DAYS

ON FRIDAYS! ON FRIDAYS!
E Al
=
A

STl
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But then some of the girls on the Dance

Committee got in on the conversation, and it

looked like i+ was about +o get uglr.

Just when it seemed like a fight was gonna break
out, Mrs. Sheer suaaes‘fed a compromise. She said

we could put up the partition in the middle of the
gym and the seniors could have their meeting on one
half and us kids could have our dance on the other.

—PARTITION

SENIOR
CENTER
MEETING

1%
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But it turned out the whole thing was a scam ana
hers s e such ‘H\mS as a secret elevator.

HAR HAR HAR!
- =y

T4 been holding on to that elevator pass ever
since. But a few weeks ago T sold it +o a kid

who's hew to our school.

Unfortunately, T wasnt careful ehouﬁ\-\, and T
got busted 57/ Vice PrihciPM Roy, who made me

recturr the moh??/.
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The sirls danced in a bis groviin +he midale of
e gym- Ever7/ oies in a while a avy ool ‘h’y +o
dance his way into the rovg, but the surls had
formed a kind of wall tha+t keP-i’ “he hovs out

T didn%t real\y understand that until T tried

to make a move to break into the circle and got
+o+a||>/ blocked.

One of the seniors came over to our side of the
gym and comvlu.’he& that the music was 4oo loud
ard i+ needed 4o be durned wa}/ Qe
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T knew T was gehha have to dream up someﬂm’hﬁ
bis to make sure Row|e7/ geis elected, so here's
what T came up with.

When the candidates give +heir sPeeches in the
9ym +he bleachers will be full of students. A+
SRS e The seenon TV, \no\:le in the
stadiom paint their chests 1o spell out messages.
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The br.’SM lis}\—rs were bad for Uncle Gnry, too,
because how all the kids who baugm’ shirts from
Kim could see +\'\E)/3 goten, riwed off, and %e/
started Aemnhdih& their mohey. back.

Uncle Gary 4ried o distract everyone 67/ +urhing
the music P, and a lot of \no\ale hit the dance

floor.

J

S
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1 volunteered 4o de his cdmpaignlmdger so he
wont even have to lif+ a fmser to get sleefade Sn
v ko e bulletin bosed i the frant \’m\\way
to sign Rowley up.

T +old him he should run for one of the Juicy
spoks like President or Vice President, but he
wanted to run for “Social Chairperson.” T have
no idea what a Social Chairperson does, but as
long as Row|e>l gets 1o vote on the important
decisions, T fine with i,

\l\jedhesdax

Yes+er’4a>/ somsob e ethercandidates were
hanging posters up in +he }\allways and handing
out buttons and candy o get Fhemselins elected.
S sun siave AL READY belyind.

S0
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Dok ik bocned_ovt bhvere WRSD L 6 guest, Slter
we sat down in the gym Vice Prmc&\)al Ro}/ got vp
il the stage and siid Fhe.reasen he Saﬂ\ere& us
all +03e+}\er s b announes. Hhak thers was gonna
be a special election to replace the shudent caviel.

We had student council elections in the fall. But
the duss officers were ski?\?{hs e meetings
because -H\e)/re held &ur{he recess, and T guess

the advisors got fed up.

Yiee Prmcy‘ml R")’ said there are two conditions for
runhing for office. One, you have 4o be willing to
attend all the student council meetings. And two,
you can’t have three detentions or more.
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1 have no idea what it is about girls that makes
them 9o to +he bathroom in groups, but sorv\eﬂ\ihs
about it happening NOW really made me hervous.

T didnt know what Ab{suil ﬂ\oue\ﬂ' of me, bt T
figured she was \7r‘obab\7 telling her friends right
st that moment. The boys' bathroom is right next
to the girls’ in the gym so T went in there and
pressed my ear to the wall.

/4 é@

T could hear a lot of giggling, but T couldnt
really make out the conversation because of all the
racket in the boys' bathroom.
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But when Rowley didnt come back rig}'\'l' away, T
started to woh!er i }\aﬂyehe&. T went down
1o Scotty’s house myself +o investigate, and e
mua\'ﬂ’ { *(

ow|e>/ red
i Seotty.

anded ?1a7/m3 my video game

T had to fire Rowley on the spat, R
start another detective agency, the first thing
T gonha do is hire a more .'rvaAa*ms enforcer.

Anyway, like T said, everyone was excited o find
out who the guest was for +oda\7's ussemb!y.
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T wanted to wipe my lip with my ha‘)kih, bt Td
dropped it on the !{mr and couldn’t reach it. So
T waited until Ablﬁﬂn was distracted and then
w.ve& my lip_st her sleeve.

HAVE YOU
DECIDED ON A
MAIN COURSE?,

We \alqceA our order, and T asked for a plain
hamburger to save money. Abigail ordered the
T-bone steak, which is the most expensive item on
the menu, and Rowle)/ got the same ‘H’\{Y\S even
though T was Hrying fo signal for him +o order
someﬂﬁihg c\ﬁeap.
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The +heme of the dance was “T"\?Jn}\gm in Paris,”
and T have 4o admit the Dance Committee did o
\>re'H7/ Sood Job The gym was decked out o look
like a street in France. There was a long +able set
up with Vtmc}\ and snacks, and +here was even a
chocolate fountain with strawberries for 3’??'“5‘
J[ LlL.H.[ I[g\ l_]|\_.l:ll_];l'Vl:Ll-l]l.l|l.'§.‘l ) -

We handed over our tickets and then got in line
for V\‘\ofos. Each couple had their picture taken in
front of a backdrop of Paris.
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Aecbboughb vk sousged lice an AwkoliE
Job. TFT an get \')m'& to go to school without
doing homework or taking tests AND send all
+he Jerks Yo jail, then that's the career for me.

MRS. JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING
SPITBALLS AGAIN!

N
%%

After the Voh‘ce officer came Yo our school, me
and my {riend Rowle7 cecided o shark our ou
detective agemy.

-
1
_ D PRIVATE EVYES %

1
T T T T T
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T thought about giving Abigail a heads-vp that
she might want +o kee\? her distance from Rowley,
bt T wins afeaid she'd bail an the date if she
found out about the chicken pox.

The three of us got back in the car, and Mr.
Jefferson drove us +o school and dro‘)‘)eé us off
at the front door. He gave Rowley a 6{3 }ws,
which T'm sure seemed Fre—H’)/ weird to Ab{sm’l i
she +‘hnu3}\+ he renlly was a Pro{essmha\ driver.
HAVE A

WONDERFUL
TIME!

/
:
L
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Krisstina calls herself an “international Pop
sensation,” but T dont know how she gets away
with that. As far as T can tell, she’s never even
been out of the STATE.

Krigsting
WORLD TOUR
Shop-Mart Superstore
Middlatown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Round Skating Rink
Town Park Gazebo
Rickman Auto Center
Route 1A Bowling Alley
Speediescrub Car Wash

One of my favorite assemblies was +the one where
a police officer came to our school and +old vs
about being a “narc.” He said his job was to pose
as a high school student and then report on the
kids who were up +o no good.
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Uncle Gar}/ mustVe seen it as an opportunity to
unload Hs T—s}\ir\‘s on rvy classmates. T+ was dark
in the S)IM, so0 kids didnt know ﬂ\e}/ were 3e++}n3
r{PPeJ off.

One minvte A‘)vga}‘ was s+ahd.‘n3 ri5\>\+ next to me,
and the next she was gohe. T finall s?oﬁed her on
+he other side of the gym alking with her friends.

T walked over +o them, but before T got +here
-Hne)/ all went into the S[rls' bathroom +03e+\wer.
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We mos-fly focusea our tnvestigations. o Mr. Millis,
who lives a few doors vp the street from me. Ti's

not like he was &omg anyﬂ\mg suspicious. Tre
Just Fhak we brew be had all the movie charnels
on cable.

N

QOur detective agency fell apart, ﬂ‘\oug}\, after
we started investigating Scott Doush:s. T4 let
him borrow a video game over +<

said he lost i+, but T knew he was l}/ihﬂ. So T
sent Rowley down to Sco‘H7/‘S house 4o et hin
+to cough it vp.

e Summer ahJ “\e

T ‘hw5¥\+ Raw‘ey Y o et rea||7/ +ous}\ and
erack his kruckles o lot so ScoH7 would get +he
message that we weren't fooling around.
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When i+ was our turn, L stood with Abigail and
+he P}no‘fasrap}-\er shnﬂ)e& our phoi’o. But T waish
T4 knoin Rowley was gohna get in the picture
WITH us, becavse T wouldve Just sk;Fped t.

(7/” dn(j(f in Paris

Valentine's Dance

Something about the DJ looked farmiliar +o me,
and when T got closer T realized i+ was Uncle
Gn\ry. Don't even ask me how HE got +he Job.
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Uh{oﬁ'um-rel)/, there wasnt a lot of demand for
Fryvﬁe Je+ec+ives in our ne@kborhood, nh&
hoba&y wanted o hire us. But we decided o
start spying on people ANYWAY.

T+ was ndua”y a lot of fun. The great Hﬂihg
about being a private investigator is that you
can poke around in other people’s lives and it's
Just part of your Job-

EE]





195_0.png
T just sat there and waited while Abigail and
Rowley ate their steaks, and when ﬂ\ey/ finished
X s@qaled for the waitress o come over so T
could oy +he bill.

But then Rowley and Abigail said they wanted
dessert. The whole reason we came to Corny’s in
the first phaes wis for the dessert bar, which
comes free with your meal. But of course Rowle:
and Abigail each wanted to order a SPECIAL
dessert off the menv, which costs extra.
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“Two of the kids who ﬂwua}ﬁ the Arvnﬂ.mg Andrew
was a fake linked their arms, and then Martin
Ford tried to \'\y\aho-ﬁle them into thinking 'ﬂ\e)/
were su?erglued +ose+¥\er.

Believe i o net, th i CRIKED, The we kies
couldnt separate their arms, and Hwey +o+n|l7/
\mhicke& Martin frisd saying the magic word, but
he couldn’t unstick +hem.

CUCUMBER!
CUCUMBER!
(] A
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When our food came out, my \’\o\mbur‘aer had

lettuce and tomato on it, because at Corny’s the
ALWAYS 9et 7/our order wrong. T ook of 4 the
lettuce and tomato, but there was Ma)/ohhnise on

m}/ bureer, too.

When our waitress came around gl T +old
her T'd ordered a burger with nothing on i+. So
she hook o ha?ki\'\ and Just w,PeJ the md)lo\'\l'\aise
off, then left the napkin right in the middle of
the +able.

T lost my appetite atber ek, Buk sver of T
WAS }‘whgl’f, 1. ?robab\/ wouldn™ have finished
my meal anyway. Tf you clean your plate at
Corh/s, there’s a Fic+ure a+ the bottom +hat f
really st siinds
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iz e old Hhe auys hed sty ise e i g
mne}c wol’A, ah& w\\eh }\e smd it ﬂ'\ey came a\)qr’f
Just like that.

After school some kids got into an argument
over whether the h}/?hoﬁﬁ was for real or if
+hose e;shﬂvsraéers were in oh the act and
Just faking it.
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The waitress wouldnt take the mohey T had in my
sock because it was a little wet, so T had o go
out 1o the car and ask Mr. Jefferson if he had a
five-dollar bill he could +rade.

b,

When T got back o the table, Row|c7l and
Abgml were in the mddle of a conversation, and
it seemed o me like 'Hﬁe;/ were schhing a likle
doser than when Td left.

1%
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Dont ask me what ripping & P}\one book has to
do with staying off drugs, but the kids at m
school went crazy for +his avy- Th fact, the
Brarien ad e replace bl £ e veference baks
on our shelves after Strong Steve’s visit.

The person T realiy }\o\){ne ﬂ\e)/ DON'T br{ng
ek s His singer sared s, L dhink e
school likes 4o bring in Krisstina for assemblies
Secaute bipr Iyms are really positive.

TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS
} AND YOU WILL SEE )
JUST HOW HAPPY

ﬁ YOUR HEART CAN BE

7
REACH FOR THE STARS
AND NEVER STOP ¢
YOURE A WINNER
YOULL REACH THE TOP!
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. Golig and found our waitress 4o +ell her it was
Rawle/s b}rﬂ\&ay, Basiufs Lints e had get

wiless gpstern Sos Cewwipiies et bhe wities
and waitresses all came out and sang "HaP‘;

B.’l"ﬂ\&u)/" to Rcw|e7/ and gie him Nis free cake.

§3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, /)
J HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU |

Ab{sail still ordered a +riPlef|n er chocolate
{ two bites out of.

cheesecake, which she ohl}/ too

W\'\eh ﬂ‘\e bill came, i :ouHh‘*‘ BELIEVE \‘\aw
wueh i was T hed se wee dll She meneyin
wallet, and T even had +o pull ovt the five dollars
T was keeping in my S e emergency.

190





75_0.png
The kids went back to the school, and one of
the teachers had to track down the Amaz.’n5
Andrew at his J'ab s0 he could say +he magic

wiard and separate them.

@j :

T have no idea how the school chooses the penple
who come in and do our assemblies. One person
+he7/ brought in last year was a guy called Strong
Steve. He A s?sech about how we needed +o
s+a7/ off drugs, and then for his grand finale he
ripped a phone book in half with his bare hands.
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But when the waitress came back, Abigail ordered
TWO appetizers, and so did Rowley.

The waitress couldnt understand what Rowle

was So\)lihs because of his scarf, H\ough, and he
?ulle& it down to s?enk. But when he did, o Sih3|e
molecule of spit flew in the air and landed on my
bottom li?.

T let my javi-go +o+a|l7 slack so the molecule
wouldnt get into my mouth. T +ried to stay calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was +o+a“>/
freaking out.
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T couldnt remember if the chicken pox is airborne,
so whenever Rnw|e7/ talked T held my breath juss

o be sure.

At one point he told us a rea||7 long s+or7l about
something that }mﬂ)ehe& +o him last summer, and
b7/ the end T almost Vqssec‘ out.

..AND THAT'S WHY MY
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN!

T +old Abiga}l and Rowley e T weis paying for
diower st ‘Hne)/ Fhouid gt whierbeeel ey wvided.
T was trying to show ol f o lirte S bigail b}/
+\\row{h3 my. mohey drund.
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But T didn+ have time to warn Rowley, so how
his tie is a permanent part of the Wall of Shame.

LET ME TAKE
CARE OF THAT
FOR YA, PARDNER!

Corh/s wnd di bkl 700, My ‘[“""17’ usua”y goes

oh a weekm’SH, but it's a whole different scene on

a Sa‘h)r'duy.
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The only other restavrant in the area was Corny/'s‘
and T told them there was ho way T was going,
THERE. But Rawley said he really likes +the
dessert bar at Corny‘s, and Abieail said that
sounded Scod o her.

T was really starting to regret having Rowle
along on this date, because if all he was gonna do
was take Abigail's side, T4 get ovtvoted even
single e, But T didnt want 4o make a 5{5 deal
about it in the middle of my date, so ‘l\juﬁ bit
my lip and we walked three blocks +o Corhy’s.

LucH}/, T remembered about +he e issve before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
in my back ?ockd at the last second.
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1 didnt want to ask the waitress +o move us a
SECOND +ime, becauvse +he last person you wan+t
o mikie il s e person s serving you your
food 500 put a couple of menus up against the
window to block Py View.

|
AL

Our waitress broug\‘ﬂ’ us corn c}\{?s, and Rowle:
tonk dthe sock 5 ohf nis hanos s hewsetd et T
didnt think i+ was such a et idea for all of us
to be srabbihg c}\i‘ps ok iof Fhe same basket wiile
Row\ey had the chicken b 8 2 ke?‘f it near me.

Every +ime Row\ey looked like he wanted a c\’\i‘), 1
Pus%ed one 4o him with a straw.
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The 50::3 news was that since we didht have an
little kids with us, +\\e>/ didn't seat us in Children’s
Alley. But the “adult” section of Carh/s washt a
whole lot better. All that SEpATETEE +he two sides

is Some Slnss, and we got seated ris}ﬁ hext to a
famil}/ with a bunch of wild kids.

T asked our waitress if we could move, and she
made a sour face and took our stuff to another
+able. But T wish we had Just s+a7/e3 wehet

we were, because our new situation wasnt an

improvement.
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Sprigges was.a LU fander than. 1 hought
it would be. When we walked in, the host told
us this was an "uPsco\le establishment” and that
seh‘ﬂemeh were reqwred Fo wear sports Jackeﬂ.

K§

But there was no way T was gonna wear my dick
suit Jacket so T asked the host if he could
Just make an exception +his one time. He said he
couldn’t but that the restavrant had spare sports
Jacke'l’s T could borrow. The one he give me was.d
li+tle {7[3, bot T put it on anyway.
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When we Yulled into the Varkins lot, Mr.
Jefferson opened the back for me. But when
T grtout, ™y suit was covered in all these

greasy smear's from the vacwm cleaner.

T didnt want to look like a slob, so 1Jus+ left my
Jacket in the car, and we went into the restavrant
1‘03:+her. T was }\0\7»\3 Row|e7 would take a hint
and stay back with his dad, but he came right
alotag) with us.

CSJ)r(ijcga's
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Well, +hat ok made it WORSE, becauvse the
e b achivated the B0 and ik s?reaé.

That was it for me. T +old Abif)c\ﬂ and Rowle
this place was for phonies and we should just
take off.

! I~

T left my jacket with the host at the front,
and. the Hires of 18 wallied out Fe dowr. T said
masbe. we shiodd ek sk{? diviner and g0 rig}\-f to
the dance, but Abigail said she was reu\ly "\uhsry,
and Row|e7/ said HE was starving, too.






185_0.png
When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell
and 4ried o \[ysure out where it was coming from.
Then T realized it was coming from ME. T guess
+hat loaner \jn:kd’ had been used 57/ a hundred
different people without ever being washed.

T didn’t want 4o smell like somebody else’s bo&y
odor Jur.hg dinner, so T excused myself o go to
+he bathroom and scrubbed the sports Ju:ke-{"s
underarms with soap and water, then deied thes

with the hand Aryer.

G
J\
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THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL
AVERAGE FELL 0.3 PERCENT
ON NEWS OF THE FEDERAL

RESERVE RAISING

INTEREST RATES. THAT WONT

HELP MY

INVESTMENT
PORTFOLIO!

T Pre‘H)/ sure he Just did that becavse he was
annoye& T4 called him “Driver.”

Rowle} and Abigail got into a conversation, but
T was ris}ﬁ next to the s?aakers in the back
and T couldn’t realiy hear what ﬂ\e?/ were saying.
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Ab{gm’l didnt seem ‘oo botherea 57/ the fact that
Row\ey was sitting in a booster seat, and T'm
PreH’y suie ehe ﬂ\oug}d b suin Just Joms it as
a \joke.

HE'S NOT ™
{ BEING FUNNY
ON PURPOSE!

T+ g0t kind of quiet in the car, so T asked

M Selfsesn b sida irn dnoemadin ar
nstead of putting on some music, he 4uned in to
some borins talk radio station, and that's what we
b e Lk e Hieorset af e wide
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When Mr. Jefferson Fulled over, 1 thought we were
at the restavrant. But we'd stopped at a repair
shop to pick vp Mr. Jefferson’s vacuum cleaner.

At Ahat poind T wished T4 Just cous}\eé up
the money for a limo, because a Fro(essiohal
driver wouldnt have run errands on the way to
the restavrant.

BUS D> VALUUM || _
L REPAIRS
A

T'd made a reservation at Spriggo)s, which is that
’[“m}/ restaurant Mom and Dad are aiways talking
about. T knew it might be a little pricey, but T4
saved vp a lot of money from chores and T rea!ly
wanted to impress Ab}sa” b} lookihs like a 613 shot.
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But Abiﬂqil didnt come 1o the front door—her
DAD did. A\avarem‘ly, Mr. Brown is a state
+rooper, or he Just likes dressing vp like one.

Nt
W f € 2 g ==
)

=T Wl [I——
ke A e

Mr. Brown said Abigail was upstairs getting rendy
i binia S don bR,

17
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But you vigedes. ke be Somd_hita ool an. enginesr ok
figure out bt ke vmde Hhe clasp on e +Hn3.
Bor bk point we were dlr’en&y late Pickms up
Abisail, so we had +o Just leave i+.

When we ?uHed into Ab{sairs &r;vewuy, T asked
Mr. Jefferson 4o honk +he horn +o let her know

wie_viete there,

But Mr. Jefferson wouldnt honk the horn,
because he said +hat's no way Yo treat a ”la&y.“
He said one of us was gonna have to go o her
front door and “escort” her.

Rowle)/ started +to get out, but T realized +his
was my big chance to make a good first impression
on Abisqil. So T walked up to +the house and
bysacbad o e dasie
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The first +‘hvh3 T noticed was that Abigml was
AT reully ‘mm[y dress, and T knew there
was ho way the three of us were gohha fitin
the backseat of Mr. Jefferson’s car. But there
was ho way T was sitting in Rowley's booster
seat, either, so T volunteered +o ride vp front.
Besides, T knew Mr. Jefferson had heated
front seats, so T (igure& T m‘sh as well take
a&‘mhﬂsc of that.

Mr. Jefferson had a pile of papers in the
passenger seat because T guess he was planning on
doing his taxes or something while he was waiting
for us at the dance.

T+ was too much of a hassle 4o move all that
stuff, so T decided +o Jus+ ho\) in the way back
of the car so we could gt en with the m'sM'.
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He told me +o come inside and have a seat while
T waited. T+ felt like we were sitting there an
HOUR waiting for Abigaﬂ bo_tome downshairs,
and T reall7/ didnt Like the look of +he handeuffs
Mr. Brown had on his belt.

T ﬁhally dezided s was way foo ek wtress for
a Valentine’s D“}' dance and was reaciy b il owk.
But ris\’\'f as T went to leave, Ab{sai‘ came dowh
the stairs.

| -

jal
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1 fisured Rowle}/'s mom anhd dad Pro{mbly Knew
what chicken et lankid bks.cnd e bie S fing
a way +o cover them up- So we went into his
parents’ bathroom and looked through his Mom's
makev? kit 4o see if there was qh)/ﬂ\mg we could
st b Fowd some st called Tromsealer.” and
that sounded about right to me.

T used a little brush T found in a drawer and
then ried o cover up the problem areas on

Rowiey’s face.

77N

Bot you could +o+a1| +ell that Rowley was sl
makevp. So T srabbed a silk scarf ]l/’om +he

top of Mrs. Jefferson’s dresser and told Rowley/
to put it on and cover up around Yt st

Then T noticed he had a few chicken pox on his
FOREHEAD, so I found a beac}\ }\n‘} in }\:S morm's
closet and had him put that on, oo.
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T asked Row|e7/ w\\)/ he sl bed s besster seatin
Nis dad’s car, and he said 'H\e}/ Just never Yook it
out once he got ’Dig ehou&)‘\ for the oegplar gedt.
But come 4o think of it, Tie always thavght
Rawley seemed a li+Hle too tall whenever he drove

5)/ with his fnm|}/.

Lo e B b take e ﬂmhg outbefors s
went to P?ck op Ab}guﬂ, because a limo company

would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.
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Tm ot gohna say Rowley looked +o+o\”< normal,

but ok oot you couldn’t Fell he had the chicken pox.

T kind of held my breath when we got into e
car, but T +hink Mr. Jefferson st +¥\ou3}x+
Rowley's getup was some kind of middle school
fashion ‘H’\ihs, and he didnt say a word.

When T o?ened the back door to getin, T was
pretty sur\msed to find Row!ey's old booster seat

-hakihs up one of the spots.
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