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THE RESULT WAS THE HIMALAYAS,
THUE WORLD' HIGHEST MOUNTAIN
RANGE, HOME OF THE 60D SA/VA.

THE U.4., WE ARE
ToLP, 15 IN THE

5 f AMERICANS KNOW NOTHING
OF THE WORLP, AND OUR
EDUCATORS ALL MOAN...

(SusT LAGT WEEK,
| WAS MOANING

TUEY RIGHTLY REMWD u%
oy e

L LOTHES,
HOUSES, HABITS, AND *
EVEN TUEIR /DEAS.

HM. WHERE DID
ALL THESE F/SH
COME FROM?

MAYBE WE HAVE LOST INTEREST
IN GEOGRAPHY BECAUSE (T |
MEANS LESS AND LES TO OUR
HOMOGENIZED, ELECTRONIC
CIVILZATION .

UEY, NO, MOUNTAING CAN
RADICALLY AFFECT T,

RECEPTION !
NOT WITH

CABLE, DUVE...
=)
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{ [NDIA WaSN'T ALWAYS WHERE IT 19 BUT S0ME {00 MILLION YEARS AGO, A
Now: DURING THE AGE OF DINOZAURS,| | GIANT TRIANGULAR SLAB PECIDED TO
l} \%«‘) FIRMLY ATTACUED TO THE SPLIT.

IFIRICAN' CONTINENT.

DRIFTING Zmum.y NORTHEAST, THE CONTINENT% MOVE $LOWILY — BUT THEY
SLAB CLOSED IN ON THE AGIAK BEACH ZAN 5TILL DO A LOT OF DAMAGE !
SOME 60 MILLION YEARS AGO-

AFTER ALL, INDIA WEIGHS AT LEAST %0 THERE WMo MELTING, SHAKING,

4! 000, o00,000 | |crRacks, BuckLing, TWiGTING,
P,’,",,‘,‘,’Z;, 00,0500, SINKING, 'AD ESPECIALLY RISING 2
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PEOPLE, WHO BUILT
THE FIRST INPIAN
CIVILIZATION, SEEM
TO HAVE VISITED THE
CITIES OF SUMER
FIRST, TO 5E€ HOW IT

THERE THEY FOUND CROOKED 4$TREETS,
EMPTY LOTS USED A GARBAGE PUMPS, AND
SEWERS SERVING A% A WATER SUPPLY..

IT'S PRETTY OBVIOUS WHAT THE VISITORS
THOUGHT OF SUMERIAN CIVILIZATION..

TTTF levaaGive us some §
CREPIT FOR TRYING... [~

WE KNOW LITTLE OF ANCIENT DRAVIDIAN
GOVERNMENT, BUT THEY MUST HAVE HAD
OME POTENT ALAMMING DEPARTMENT...

O FIRST, WE NEED SEVEN
ILLION [DENTICAL
RICkS. ..
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THE HIMALAYAN MASS A HOT seAsON A WET %Ems0N, OR
BLOCKS NORTHERN A%iA's | | (MAY-3ULY) ... MONSOON  (AUGUST -
WEATHER FROM GOING - N | SEPTEMBER)...

50UTH, INSTEAD, INDIA

UA% THE THREE SEASONS

OF THE TROPICS ¢

AND AN /N -BETWEEN 5eps0N
(THE REST OF THE YEAR).

A FINE CLIMATE FOR NOURISHING ... AND, AROUND THE YEAR 25008.C.,

GROWING THINGS, WHETHER TUEY BE | | A LIVILIZATION SPROUTED ALONG

LARGE MAMMALS, MOSQUITOS, THE JMDUS, ONE OF THE MIGHTY

MICROBES, or MOLD... RIVERS FLOWING DOWN FROM THE
R AT Youve Never HIMALIAN - BROW-

SEEN A RUINOCEROS
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Ol RIGUT, THE HOUYES! BUILT ALL ALIKE ON
FEATURELESS $TREETS, OPENING ONTO
COURTYARDY, THE DOOR T0 THE REAR

( \T's CLEAN, BUT WHERE AM 1 ?

WHEN IT WA% ALL DONE, THEY PRONOUNCED
IT GOOD,

\T'% 4IMPLE — JUST TAKE A LEFT AND p
RIGHT AND A LEFT AND A RIGUT AND A
n LEET AND A RIGHT AND A RIGHT
ANP A LEFT.., g

THE UARAPPAN
RUINS CONTAWN 7
HARDLY ANYTHING &
WRITTEN. THE
FEW SHORT INSCRIPTIONS
ARE BARELY ENOUGH TO
\ZENTIFY THE LANGUAGE
A5 DRAVIDIAN, RELATED T
PRESENT - DAY 40UTH
INPIAN LANGUAGES.

OR V1> THEY
WRITE ON
PERWSHABLE MATERIALS
TUAT KAVE
PISINTEGRATED
N THE

INpIAN. CLIMATE?

« AND THE GREAT GRANARY, wicRe
JARS OF GRAIN WERE BANKED ABOVE A
SYSTEM - OF BRICK PUCTS WHICH
ALLOWED AIR TO CIRCULATE.

i

%0 THEY BUILT $EVERAL MORE <ITIES ON THE
SAME PLAN! THE TWO BIGGEST ONES ARE
NOW CALLED HARAPPA AND MOKENJO-
DARO, BUT TUESE ARE MODERN NAMES . The
ORIGINAL NAMES ARE LOST FOREVER #

.AND A RIGWT AND A LEFT.

CAN SUdH A COMPLEX CULTURE HAVE EX\STED WiTHOUT
TEMPLE RECORDS, BOOKKEEPING, INVOICES> PLANS , |
STORIES, LETTERS, SPREADSUEETS 1v- 2

HOW (AN WE PAGT, PRESENT,
FUTURE — ALL

ILLUSIoNS!

REMEMBLR
OUR PAGT

OR WERE THEY THE
PRET QVILIZATION
TO JNVENT THE
SUREDDER 1

Man! CLAY TABLETS.
ARE TOUGH ON
SUREDPERS!
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THEY LAID OUT A GRID OF STRAIGHT THEY BUILT SUBSTANTIAL PRIVATE BATHS
BTREETS, EACH WITH A BRICK-LINED WITH SUNKEN DRAING FLOWING INTO THE

PRAINAGE DITCH.

REMEMBER , 40N, A BRICKLAYE
WILL NEVER LACK WORK !

/% —
AND THEN — THE WORLD'S BIGGEST
BATHTUB — A 13-METER LONG PuBLIC

POOL IN A LUXURIOUS BATHHOUSE (Like
THEN TEMPLE TANK4 OF MODERN (NDIA).

AH ... BATHS,
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE...
GOOP WATER SUPPLY...
NICE, STRAIGHT SEWERS...

ANYTHING We'VE
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WHAT was one o Do? | |8y THE YEAR 600 B.C.,
THERE WERE COLINTLESS

HM. TUINK 1L GO BACK | [su00Ls OF PHILOSOPHY
TO SCHOOL... AND SEEKERS AFTER
ENLIGHTENMENT.

“CONGRATULIaKs,
YOU WAVE BEEk

AEPTED To THE
SHIVASHANKAR

IF YOU HAVE
WHERE DO | TO A%K, You

GET WITH THE AREN'T THERE !
PROGRAM?

ANP WITH ALL THOSE PEOPLE EEKING
TRUTH, 1T WOULD BE SURPRISING IF
NOBODY FOUND ANYTHING !/
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NOTE HOW THE OLD ARYAN WHY TAKE PITY ON THE THI4 CNDLESS CYCLE OF
OPTIMISM HAD SUNK INTO LEPER, THE HUNGRY, REBIRTHS 15 A DOWNER
PESSIMISM AND RESIGNATIOM | THE UNTOUCHABLE? 1T | | TOO... WHO WANTS To DIE

THEIR KARMA? AGAIN AND AGAIN AND ABAIN.?

N THE OLD DAYS, YOU WANTED
SOMETUING, YOU SACRIFICED

A HORSE? NOW --NOU JUST
GWVE uP WANTING... gug
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STILL, HE WAS A GOOP BOY: HE DUTIFULLY
MARRIED AND HAD A CHILD — AND THEN
FLED TO SEEK TRUTH!

YUP. THSS 15
WHAT WE'RE

HE TRIED OUT VARIOUS HUINDU SCHOOLS... GOT
A’ IN STARVING, BEGGING, AND PENANCE ...
MD 500N HAD FIVE DISCIPLES OF IS OWh...

Hi% DISIPLES LEFT, AND GAUTAMA SAT DOWN N

THE SHADE TO THINK THINGS OVER.

GET ME SOMETHING
TO EAT, PREFERABLY
PORK:...

(BEING A PRINCE, {E TOOK A FRIEND WHO
WAS ALSO A SERVANT )

TOGETHER WE'LL DO THE

MosT ATROCIOUS
ASGTERTIES I

UM.-TAIS 1SN'T REALLY “IT". | DON'T HAVE A
CLUE WHAT /8., THOUGHT | DID«. SORRY!

MENT CAME, UOWEVER LONG (T TOOK!

HE VOWED TO 4IT THERE UNTIL ENLIGHTEN-

B-BUT, MASTER..
WOULDN'T YOU
PREFER THE
INFINITELY LESS
(‘DMFQRTABLE

I'M SEEKING ENLIGUTENMENT,
NOT D/5CoMFORT! Now GO!

. alilv.
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TwoWHO FoUND 1T
Ul e fon) @

GAUTAMA, THE FuTuRe
BUDDHA, WAS BORN
AROUND 567 B.C. IN
EASTERN INDIA TO
OVERPROTECTIVE PARENTS,
THEY VOWED HE WouLp
NEVER SEE ANYTHING
ICKY OR UNPLEASANT!

5 vy //’/‘/’ ; ; ®
= @‘%"‘%W".x NN
1220 a0

THE YOUNG PRINCE SLIPPED OUT OF THE

PALACE ONE DAY — ANP GOT THE
SHOCK OF Wi5 LIFE. UE SAW —

~-AND A WANDERING
HOLY MANY

HE BECAME OBSESSED WITH THE PROBLEM
OF HUMAN SUFFERING. WHERE DOES IT
COME FROM? WHY DOES IT CONTINUE ?

AND MOAT IMPORTANT, HOW CAN
1AOP T717 o

PRINCE GAUTAMA CONCEIVED AN NSTANT
DESIRE TO BECOME A WANDERING
HOLY man? |
WARDLY SURPRISING ,
CON4IDERING THE
ALTERNATIVES
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...BEFORE GETTING UP TO LOOK FOR HI5

AFTER HE GOT IT, GAUTAMA PONDERED
HI4 IDEAS FOR SEVERAL MORE WEEK.. FORMER FOLLOWERS.

MORE SOURCE OF
SUFFERING //

m

WELL? ISN'T

HE FOUND THEM IN THE EXQUISITE A

" NYONE GOING TO

VILLAGE OF SARNATH , NEAR VARMSI. oo s %
A WORSHPFUL

ATTITUDE.?

P 6ive us A MOMENT.. | |UERE HE GAVE Wi5 FIRST SERMON,
YSETTING IN MOTION THE WHEEL OF

WE HAVE A BIG
THE LAW," AND FOREVER AFTER

PSYCUIC INVESTMENT

W DI4COMFORT... GAUTAMA HAS BEEN KNOWN A% THE

BUDDHA, THE ENLIGHTENED
ONE? . q

P wow !
UE REALLY
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TUE SEEKER HAD TRIED EVERYTHING ELSE, 50 Now HE
DIP TUC ONLY THING LEFT: NOTAH/AIG. FOR 49 DAYS
GAUTAMA MEDITATED, TORMENTED BY DEMONS...

Yz

izt
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usiNG THE NAME MAHAVIRA Coreat wers)| | mapavire's REVERENCE FOR LIFE

UE PREACHED A DOCTRINE OF SELF- WAS EQUALLY E

XTREME. JAINS TAKE NO

DEMAL. % FOLLOWERS WENT NAKED AND ANIMAL LIFE, NOT EVEN AN INSECT
PLUCKED THER BEARDS OUT WAIR BY HAIR.

o ;AruAT MosQuiTo

BUT.- SN'T SELF- 1 LEA OHT

TORTURE A FORM sé‘(ET.TNE BEEN yng
SELF- PROMOTION? { GRANDMOTHER!

N FACT, MAHAVIRA BELIEVED IN MICROBES. AND, SOMEWHAT SURPRISINGLY,
HE SUUNKED ONIONS, FOR FEAR OF EATING ALTHOUGH THE MAHAVIRA BELIEVED (N
INVISIBLE, 4OIL: PWELLING ANIMALS 7 SPIRIT AND KARMA, HE NEVER

BES(DES, | DON'T
REALLY LJKE

MENTIONED GOQ AT ALL...

HEY, & WE
BELIEVE N INVISIBLE
BEINGS oN ONIONS,

WHY N €
‘lsgr(t;l’r«

ONCE UPON A TIME, 5A% | | ONLY TUE MOSQUITO SPOKE

INDIAN FOLKLORE, ALc | | UP POR us.

THE ANIMALS MET TO
DECIDE WHAT To Do ABOUT
HUMAN BEINGS. THE VOTE
WA% ALL BUT YNANIMOUS.

MMM THEY RE
50 DELICIOUS...

50— THEY LET U4 LIVE, AND
HINDUS UAVE BEEN GRAMEFUL
TO MOSQUITOS EVER $INCE”

JUST DRINE Your
FILL, AND

Leave me
ALongrr
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BEFORE LOOKING AT BUDDHAY | VARDHAMANA JOINED A SECT CALLED "FREE FROM
BONDS," WHICH PRACTICED RAD/CAL SELF-DENIAL-

\DERG, LET'9 MEET ANOTHER
JOUNs NOBLEWAM, WHAT IT MEANS WE INVEST ONLY I8 5TOCKS.

m@gﬂm% ) TOUNDER | FreE: FROM Bops27 J NOW GIVE ME ALL YOUR
AROUND 40 B.C., A GUARTER ity
CETURY AFTER GAUTAMA, ;

VARDUAMANA ALSO LEFT A
WIFE AND CUILD TO 4EEK TROTH.

FOR TWELVE YEARS, THE $EEKER WANDERED,

WHEN VARDUAMANA WAS DEEMED RCADY,
THE ROBE Hi$ ONLY POSSESSION.

W5 GURY  %ENT WM (NTO THE WORLD
WITH ONLY A $INGLE ROBE. 4
ONLY ONE ROBE M| N ! l
PRETTY RADICAL.. i g

(N THE THIRTEENTH YEAR, Hi4 ROBE WAS
EITHER STOLEN, OR IT DIINTEGRATED =
ANYWAY, 1T WAY GONE--

AN

2
=)
o
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THE 50UL'9 ENDLES CYCLE OF REBIRTA OVER THE COURSE OF A LIFETIME, ONE'S

JWAS THE KEY TO ANOTHER PROBLEM: GOOD no BAD DEEDS, or KARMA,

THE ORIGIN OF SUFFERING. ACWMULATED LIKE CREDITS AND DEBITS
To A SPIRITUAL BANK ACCOUNT,

WEVER IN LETS 45

6?12%5; > o WOW'! THis

Guy was A
o SANT*

O BQY O BoY..

AT DEATA, A GOOD KARMIC BALANCE
WA% REWARDED WITH A HIGHER
REBIRIH, A BETTER LIFE, ETC..

BAD KARMA LED To A WRETCHED
FUTURE EXISTENCE.

GUESS... A USED-HORSE DEALER
OR A CARTOONIST. ..

IN OTHER WORDS, SUFFERING WAS YOUR THE WHOLE, TIDY SYSTEM WAS
OWN FAULT — N A PREVIOUS LIFE/ You | |EXPLORED IN MINUTE DETAIL
DESERVED 1T/ g4 | THE WINDL CLASSICS KNOWN AS
i, 2o Mot THE BRAUMANAS, PURANAS,

: AR | AND UPANISHADS, COMMILED
75 )
T e i A PETWEEN 800 AND 200 B.C.

0., I'LL BE GENEROUS, AND G/VE
You A LESSON FROM THE

OPANISHADS, ..
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TWI9 WAS COoL! TO PROBE THUE 4ECRETS THE BRAHMING ALSO NOTED THAT MORTIFYING

OF THE CO9MO0%, ALL YOU HAD TO DO WA% THE FLESH WITH STARVATION AND

CONCENTRATE ON YOUR BREATHING !/ COLD PRODUCED UEIGUTENED $TATES
OF CON4CIOUSNESS,

DID YOU $EC HOw SHE DROPPED | JUST ONE QUESTION,

% T | masTeR: i€ vou
W HER TRACKS? YOU DIDNT? ] Ger EnCcHTENRENT

YOUR ASTRAL EYES NEED o> Porcian, ey
L - * (5 IT SELF- DEN/ALY

BRAUMAN (4 MMORTAL, 50 WHAT WAPPENED [ | ANsWER: 1T WENT To AMOTHER BODY??
To AN INDIVIDUAL $0UL AFTER DEATH? IN THIS SYSTEM, $0ULS LEAP STRAIGKT
CLEARLY, IT LEFT TUE BODY, BUT THEN— 2 [ |FROM CORP4E4% TO NEWBORN BABIES ”

5 VERY ECONOMICAL ¢
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IF EVERYTHING SPIRITUAL 15 MADE OF THE SAME 4TUFF, GOD MusT BE ONME: ALL THE
POPULAR 60D% — WiHo NUMBERED 330 M/LL/IOA/ BN OFFICIAL COUNT —WERE ALL REALLY
DIFFERENT FORMS OF THE SAME UNIERGAL ESENCE. THE VEDIC MATURE GODS NoW
BEGAN TO SEEM LESS IMPORTANT, WHILE THE B/G THREE OF HNDUISM CAME TO

MARVEL ComiCs 1
WAVE YOU CoN5I0ERED)

ATED THE REPLACING,

ERSE, BUT WHAT
HAS WE DONE (s Five
ARE TO KEEP AN EVE OV 15 WIFE)

NG PRESERVES THE
HMA A CHANCE T {2 ) UNIVERSE BY
* OVER COMING TO EARTH IN HUAAN
OR SEMI-HUMAN FORM, A%

THE GOD SHIVA DESPITE| | EVEN SHIVA'S LONG KAR PILED| | OF COURSE, THERE 1s /O
Wio DESTRUCTIVE SIDE,| [ WGH 15 SUPPOSED To MAKE | | EQUWALENT To THIS (N
15 ALSO A $6K GOD | | IS HEAD LOOK Like A ANY EUROPEAN RELIGIOK.
WHO MAKES CROPS GROW. HIS g
PHALLIC EMBLEM, THE L/NGAM,
APPEARS IN EVERY SHIVA
TEMPLE.
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[NOBODY KNOWS EXACTLY WHAT "SOMA™

WA — ONLY THAT 4IPPING IT5 SACRED

JUICES PUT ARYAN WARRIORS IN THE

MOOD TO BESTRIDE THE UNIVERSE?
& &a

THEN, AFTER COMMTTING SOME HEINOUS
ACT OF PLUNDER, A WARRIOR MEASURED

EVERY 50 OFTEN, AN ARYAN PRINCE WOULD
TURN Hi5 FAVORITE HORSE LOOSE TO
ROAM THE COUNTRYSIDE -

S &
2539

Q7]
THalics TOR ALL YOUR HELP,
REALLY!
=
a
3> R

OKE, TWO...
000, MY HEAD...

BY INDRA, | COULD
SACRIFICE A HORSE r¥%

HE WASN'T COUNTING LAVES OR GOLP,

BUT COWS.
MOLD 4TI,

2

FOR A YEAR, THE PRINCE AND Ui ARMY FOLLOWED,
PILLAGING AND DEMANDING SUBMISSION FROM
WHOEVER CROS4ED THEIR PATH.

> —{BRING OATS D

J0U OBVIOUSLY ONLY PERFORMED THE GREAT HORSE
SACRIFICE IF YOU TUOUGHT YOU COULD WHIP ANY PRINCE
WITHIN A RADILS OF ONE HORSE -YEAR -

(A -

You! were
GALLop - (coMes avomer
Catiop =

Gator ~
Y

‘ A
Y

\
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50 ONWARD THE ARYANS PUSHED, BEYOND THE
INDU4 VALLEY AND INTO THE VAST, MAGICAL
MOTHERL AND, THE INDIA OF JUNGLE,
MOUNTAINS, SACRED RIVER4, VILLAGEZ, AND
WHO KNOwS WHAT VANISUED <\TIEZ?

NATIVE PIETIES BEGAN TO MINGLE WITH THE | |THE ARYAN% BEGAN TO HEAR ABOUT
ARYAN GODS, SOMETIMES ECLIPSING THEM. THE LOW-BORN, BLACK-SKINNED
A | KRI$HNA, A POPULAR HERO
541D To BE A 4ORT OF GOD ON

UM...PLEASED YOU S40ULD BE.
To MEE You? |

E
| sigann |

(MORE O KRIZNA LATER, | PROMSE.
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TO TUE ARYAN%, COW% EQUALLED
WEALTH — AP NO WONDER ! COWS
GAVE MILK AND BUTTER To EAT, PUNG TO
BURN, URINE FOR MEDICINE (5TiLL USEDL),
AND LEATHER TO WEAR.

IN SANSKRIT, TO “MAKE WAR" LITERALLY
MEANT TO '$EEK COWS," TO “PROTECT"

WAS TO "GUARD COWS! EVEN THE ENGLISH
WORD “PAUGHTER" COMES FROM A ROOT

AND BESIDES, TUEY'RE
QST PLAIN PURTY
To LoOK AT

IF YOUR LIFE REVOLVES AROUNY COWS,
AND YOU'RE A VEDIC ARYAN, THERE'S
ONLY OME TUING TO DO WORSHIP
THE COW — AND %0 IT' BEEN IN
INDIA FOR THE LAST 3500 )’5(/?6.’.’

HARM A 4INGLE ,
DIVINE HAR ON
MY COW, AND

ILLKILL You?

f\ 0

\

el

S
W P
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MAHABHAI{AT THE VERY SUORT VERSION

HUE 4TORY CONCERNY TWO 4ETS OF BROTHERS CONTENDING FOR THE TURONE,
ONE 5ET, TUE HUNDRED AAURAL/AS, WERE THE 50N OF DYRITARASHTRA,
WHO WOULP WAVE BEEN KING, EXCEPT THAT —onT
HE WAS BL/ND, AND BLIND GUY5 COULDN'T

BE KING.
"(;Lg‘.\
5 @
G

Tue OTHER BROTHERS WERE Tue PANPAIAS, or FIve 40Ns OF PANDU,
DHRITARASHUTRAY YOUNGER BROTHER. PANDU, v\fuo ACTUALLY WA% KING, GAVE UP
THE THRONE BECAUSE HE WAS LIVING UNDER A
CURGE. THE OLDEST PANDAVA BOY, NAMED

N YUPHISTHIRA, viss SUPPOSED To BE KING
5§, N KE CAMe"OF Ack ..

..BUT TUE KAURAVAS CONSTANT ATTEMPTS
To KL YUDHISTHIRA PERSUADED THE
PANPAVAS TO RUN AWAY, TAKING UP A
CAREER M5 WANDERING SOLDIERS OF
FORTUNE. TH{ENTERED A CONTEST,
AND MIPDLE BROTHER ARJUNA WON
THE PRIZE, PRINCESS DRAUPAD!.

JUST CALLING
T line Fehba ; FOLLOWING THER MOM' ORDERS, ALL FIVE
RUSSIAN NOVE BROTHERS MARRIED DRALPADI AT ONCE.
BUT BEFORE THE WEDDING, THEY MADE

FRENDS WITH ARISHMA, WHO HIRED

> URIA
ON A% ARIUNA'S

CHARIOTEER AND
SPRVTUAL APVISER

UNCLE DURITARASUTRA INVITED THE PANDUY
UOME AND 5PLIT THE KINGDOW BETWEEN THEM
AND Hio OWN 50M%. BUT YUDHISTHIRA LOST
IT ALL ATD/CETO Hi5 UNPLEASANT COUSIN

PuryoDHAKA -






images/00023.jpeg
THE ARYANS FINALLY SETTLED DOWN AND EMBRACED INDIA IN ALL 1T GLORIOUS YARIETY —
BUT THEY 4TILL WORRIED ABOWT RAC/AL PURITY — 50 THEY PIDED S0CIETY NTO
FOUR SEPARATE “COLORS ™ (SANSKRIT VARNA) OR CLASSES: SUDRA WORKERS,
VAISyA MERCUANT, KSHATRIYA WARRIOR- ARISTOCRATS, ANV BRAMHMIN PRIESTS,

AL, INDIA (8 ALL (T5 GLORIOUS T kSHATRIYAS, You merd. JR
VARIETY — AND ON Top, TUE ;

BRAHMINS ! BRARMING .. KSHATRIYAS.

BRA® M\IK‘». B KSHATRIYAS..

AND 50 THE STAGE 1 SET FOR THE COMATTED AS WE ARE TO BRINGING
CLMAX OF THE VEDIC AGE: A GREAT | |ENLIGHTENMENT IN THE SMALLEST POSIBLE
WAR, RECORDED AND MYTHOLOGIZED IN | [ SPACE, HERE — WITH A FANFARE OF RAMPAGING
THE IMMENSE SANSKRIT EPIC, THE ELEPHANTS — (4 THE MAHABHARATA
MAHA-BHARATA  CGREAT BUARAT™. | | IN TWO PAGES :

LONGER THAN TUE BIBLE, NOWA PBS | R :

MINI-SERIES 5 THIS POEM 15 THE

NATIONAL EPIC OF INDIA!
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TgAaT OLDTIME
NEW-AGE
RELIGION

ﬂﬂ THE BEGINNING , THE ARYANS SAW
NEW WORLD% TO CONQUER EVERY PAY...
BUT A% INDIA's ENDLESS CYCLES BECAME
THER OWN, THEY CAME TO AN
OUERWHELMING REALI2ZATION:

e

IT WA EASIER TO SAY WHAT BRAWVAN WASN ‘7
THAN WHAT IT WAS, 1T WASN'T ANYTHING You
COULD %EE, HEAR, OR TOUCH. WHATEVER T wA9,
(T WASN'T FOLND (N THE HOME !

7] WHERE'S T 416U, SEEKING BRAHMAN

AFTER A FEW MINUTES' DEEP THOUGHT,
THE BRAHMIN SAGES GAVE THER
OPINION: THE UNIVERSE HAD A
SOUL, CALLED BRAUMAN.

HM LCBRAHMIN ... "BRAHMAN “\..
THE SIMILARITY BETWEEN NOU AND THE
DIVINE E5SENCE 5 A COINCIDENCE,

NO DOUBT ?
60U ALONE KNOWS...

THERE |5 ALSO AN /NDIVIDUAL 5001, OR
ATMAN (UT. "BREATH AS IN "ATMOSPUERE").
EVERY LIVING BEING UAS ONE. AND THE

EQUATION (5 —

WHERE /5 THIS BRAWMAN STUFF, ANYWAY 2
How (AN WE MERE MORTALS FLEL THE
TOUCH OF THE UNNERSAL $0UL? THE
ANSWER WAS BRILLIANT!

k@

!“
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DRAUPADI AN HER FIVE HU9BANDS
WENT TO LIVE IN THE WOOD4. AFTER
1% YEARS, They RETURNED FOR THE
KINGDOM (THAT BLING THE DEALD.
DURYOPHANA 5AID NO DICE, 50 THE
OU4INS PREPARED FOR WAR.

AT TUE LAST MINUTE,
ARJUNA Wh9 FROZEN
WITH DOUBT: CAN IT BE
RIGHT T L COUSINS,
UNCLES, TEACHERS ?
THE GOD KRISHNA, HIS
PRIVER, ANSWERED,
DEFINITELY.

THE BATTLE RAGED FOR IQ DAYS,..
TUE PANDAVAS PREVAILED, AND THEIR
STRANGE LITTLE FAMILY LIVED f‘;: i
HAPPILY EVER AFTER— iR gr<y?
AND THEA CLIMBED —
THE HIMALAYAS TO

JOIN THE GODS.

KR SHMA 15 THE CuTEST, 79 | Even As A
SEXIEST, AND CHILD, WE
TOUGUEST HERD MOVED

IN HINDU MY THOLOGY. | MOUNTA NS
MOTUERS PICTURE HIM AS

AN ADORABLE [NFANT

STEALING BUTTER.

BUT W5 MOST
FAMOUS TRICK WAS
MAKING 99 EXTRA
KRISHNAS, 40 HE
LoULD SHARE
HIMSELF WITH
100 CoWGIRLS!
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CoWBoYS AND INDIANS
N

OU MAY RECOGNIZE \.=7

‘ TUESE PARTKULAR [T
BARBARIANS BY TWER [
HORSES, CHARIOTS, AND 7

77
GENERAL ATTITUDE. Theye | 7 ,/%/ N /
A4 cALLOPED TUROUGH THis ~
4 USTORY BEFORE, M THE 7 /’/
A mrnres, GrEgKs, o /‘ 2 Z

PERSIANS (AND TUERE :
ARE OTHERS YET TO COME), / A
THE /NDJAN BRANCH OF N 4 2 /

TS JNDO-EUROPEAN Z
FAMlLe(eALIiP nﬁéms

|| ARYAN, MENUNG PURET =

=~ &

\

AT LEAST THER AGGRESSION W5 PURE! WWHO FLED S0UTUWARD, LINTIL THE ONLY!
THEY PICKED THEMSELVES UP AND SURVIVING DRAVIDIAN. LANGUAGES TODAY
CONQUERED THE DARKER - $KINNED ARE DEEP (N SOUTHERN INDIA CEXCEPT
PRAVIDIAN - SPEAKERS OF TUE INDUS VALLEY, | FOR ONE SMALL POCKET IN AFGHANISTAN.

THI5 15 Worse
THAN A MuD
VOLCANO //

KANNADA

MALAYALAM

MoverN DRAIDIAN
LANGUAGES
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AND RIVERS ZHIFTING (N
TUER BEPS ...

«..BUT THESE ARE
STANDARD PROBLEMS
OF LIFE ON THE RIVER.
THERE WERE ALYO
SoME UNIQUE
SURPRISES, AUSED BY
THE SAME TECTONIC
FORCES TUAT MOVED
IND(A AND LIFTED THE

HIMALAYAS ...

FOR ABOUT A THOUSAND NGARS,
THESE “WARAPPANS™ BATTLED
GEOGRAPHY. THERE WERE
FLOODS...

.. BND TUE CONSTANT JPLIFT; Wiicu
MOVED THE ENTIRE SEACOAST AWaY!

AND THEN, AROUND 1700 B.C., WHEN EVERYONE HAD
BEEN SOFTENED UP BY ENVIRONMENTAL 5TRESS, <AME
THE FINAL BLOW — AMORTHERN BARBARIANS .
IN INDIAN HISTORY, INVASIONS USUALLY ROLL IN
FROM THE NORTHWEST — ANOTHER HIMALAYAN
EFFECT WE FORGOT TO MENTION

Sl
S

?
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THE VEDIC ARYANS WORSHIPPED MANY 60D, THEIR
FAVORITE BEING /NDRA, A WAR GOD, NATURALLY.

AND THE SURPRISING ANSWER — 7

UM —IT% A HNMN WHAY? NO~

TO THE GREAT GOD | WHAT'S WHO'S
HIS NAMEY /' WIS

NAME{

A

A

)

- Z,
I‘DL//K

THER 4PIRITUAL GUEST
EVENTUALLY LED THE INDIANS
TOWARD MANY REFINED SY5TEMS
OF MEPITATION.... BUT IN
VEDIC PAYS, ARYAN WARRIORS
ALTERED TUEIR PERCEPTIONS
THC OLD-FASHIONED WAX..

STILL, THESE PEOPLE ALSO
HAD A SENSE OF WONDER AND
4PECULATION, ONE FAMOUS
VEDIC HYMN Asks, “WHO
THE GOD WE %ACRIFICE TO?"

¥ " wWho Owns
THESE SNOWY
MOUNTAINS AND
THE OCEAN...7 WHO
HAS THE QUARTERS
OF THE sicy A% |
HIS TWO ARMS 7

THIS SHOWS HOW THE VEDIC ARYANS
TEND To 4E€ EVERYTHING A 5ACRED —
EVERY SNLLABLE OF TUE VEDAS, FOR
EXAMPLE, ESPECIALLY THE Cosmic "OM.
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THEY CALLED THEMSELVES THE COLLECTIONS OF THIS ANCIENT SANSKRIT*
“"ARYAN "— HOW DO WE LORE ARE CALLED THE [/ADAS, AND TUI5 ERA OF
KNOW THAT? BEcAusE ARYAN CONQUEST 5 KNOWN A5 THE VED/C AGE
THE ARYANS' SACRED SONGS (1500 -1000 B.C.).
AND PRAYERS HAVE .
SURVIVED, MEMORIZED AND N
TRANSMITTED ORALLY 4%
FROM PRIEST TO PRIEST,
RIGAT DOWN TO THE
PRESENT DAY/
THAT WOULD BE
AUToMATIC TRANSMISSION?

THEN ANYONE COULD
LEARN THEM.,

A9 MUCH A5 TUEY LOVED THEMSELVES, TUEY
HATED OTHER%, ESPECIALLY DARK: SATMU/ED
OTHERS, ARYAN AL50 MEANT WA/PE...

1jHE VEDAS GIVE A VIVID IMPRE4SION OF THE
ARYANZ, A% FUN-LOVING, MEAT-EATING, ACTIVE,
OPTIMISTIC FOLKG WITH HIGH %ELF-ESTEEM >

AND UARK R o (75 Ok, To HAVE
MEANS KM, SLAVES (115 EUN !
DR & G WE DON'T Give 1=

BAD! Low!

LN ;‘vu: 18™ AND (g: SANSKRIT ___ LanGonct on ot | SANSKRIT $E.L.0.O.
ENTURY, $CHOLAI
NOTICEY v £L06E PITR FATHER | DO, TIN TWO, THREE
SANSK o BTWEE || pGNI GFIRE)  IGNITE CHAR QUATRE
EufcreAN LAneunGes. ASURA SPIRIT | MIDHA MEAD
g sy AW VARUNA URANUS PYAUS ZEUS
(il it BAS (Gious)  BASTA | DYAUS.PITR  JUPITER

HISTORIAUS (MBGINED A CONQUERING ARYAN RACE, THE RACIAL INTERPRETATION
WHICH UAD SPREAD 175 LANGUAGE FROM IRELAND TO | | OF LINGUISTIC EVIDENCE
INDIA — AN |DEA 4EIZED LIPON BY HITLER, Who 19 EVEN SHAKIER T""‘;‘
INGWTED THE ARYANS WERE NORDIC. RIS GROSRAE

& MASTER

RACE, THAT
MUST BE st
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IT WA% PROBABLY SOMEONE
FROM THE DEVOTIONAL KRISUNA
CULTS WHO COMPOSED THE
BUAGAVAD GITA, 0
"4ONG OF GOD.” THI5 FAMOUS
RELIGIOU4 POEM, LIKE 50
MUCH IS ANCIENT INDIA, |5
HARD TO DATE PREUSELY

RECALL (P.15) THAT JUST BEFORE THE FIAL
BATTLE, TUE WARRIOR ARVUNA 5TANDS
FROZEN WITH DOUBT.

ARE NOU SURE 1T

OKAY To KILL ALL
MY COUsING?

KRISHNA EXPLAING TUAT EVERYONE HA%
To ACT ACCORDING TO His DUTY AND
THE LAW. SECOND THOUGHTS ARE
USELESS. ARJUNA FINDS THIS CONFUSING,
40 KRIGUNA, LIKE BUDDHA, ANNOUNCES
THAT EVERYTHING 15 JLLUSION —
DEATH, FOR EXAMPLE ...

NOTHING T a:r
WuNG Agour.. T

Y

i3
A m\\\.\\!\!\\\

THC POEM APPEARS (N THE
MAHABHARATA, BUT MOST
HISTORIANS THINK \T WA%
WRITTEN LATER AND THEN
INSERTED INTO THE HUGE EPIC
LIKE A POETRY SANDWICH !

THEN WHAT M4k5 ARIUNA, 15 REAL T TiaT 1,
REALLY, REALLY REAL? Hcre KRisHUAS
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N THE CENTURIES AFTER A9€OKA (200 B.C-| | THE IDEA UERE WAS NOT AUSTERITY, ETHICs|
100 D) BRAUMINISM REVIVED, MOST OR EXERCISE. ALL YOU HAD TO DO To
NOTABLY IN TUE DEVOTIONAL Yooh WIN COSMIC MERIT WAS TO KEEP
CENTERED ON ATRISHNA. GOD CONSTANTLY (1 MINDZ#%

WE'LL FIX. THOSE I [ o THINK OK.. LET'S EE..
BUDD/ILSTS.’ > : g TUINK A OO NOW...

MM.-.. TG 15 HARDER
THAN IT S0URDS ...

THE MORE FOCUSED ON GOD
YOU WERE, THE BWER YOUR
CHANCES OF ESCAPING THE
e UARE HARE KR
TEDIOUS CICLE OF REBIRTH. | [uaties S s i % M K
WA! YOURE PROBABLY LEaue, iuih HAGe Bk KSR i
COMNG BACK R & | [BAMA kRGHUR RAME (306 3o

HARG (ResHIA k%km
RAMA KRSUNM UMRE

A FAROUS FABLE DESCRIBES
M ATHEI ST Who HATED GOD:

ALL WIS LIFE, WHATEVER HE DID,
HE KEPT REMINDING HIMIELF —-

By (ONSTANTLY DENYING GOD, HE HAD KEPT THE
THOUGHT OF GOD CONSTANTLY (N MIND!

WE pon'T <
& ";f“‘ B e 4R
HOW DI
ANYONE know

WHAT UAPPENED
AFTER THE
6uY Diep?

OF COURSE, Wiy

S0UL WAS

INSTANTLY

UNITED WiTH
Gop
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KRISUNA'S MESAGE 15 THAT WE SHOULD PO OUR DUTY

WILLINGLY, JOYFULLY, A% A CELEBRATION. $OUNDS GOOD...
BUT IT'5 ALSO AN OPEN JUSTIFICATION OF THE CASTE
SYSTEM: Ju5T Do NOUR JOB; DON'T ASK QUESTIONS !

AND IN YOUR NEXT
LIFE , YOU MIGHT

GET A BETTER Jo®..

ACCORDING TO HINDU
MYTH, KR/ISHNA WAS
REALLY TE GOD VISWAU|

AMONG VISHNU OTHER INCAR-
NATIONS, OR AVATARS, WERE
A MAN-LION, A VIRTUOUS P16,
AND EVEN THE BUDDHA*

KRSUNA

#

RAMA ERD i BupoHA

WHEN T's TIME To

KILL witu

KiLL,

THE HINDU VERSION OF
BUDDHA, HOWEVER, IS TUAT HE
CAME TO EARTA TO $PREAD
FALSEHO D, 50 PEOPLE WouLD)|
SUARPEN TUER WrTs”

YUP. DON'T WE WORK IN
MYSTIRIOUS WAYS P/

NOW WAIT
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50 THE VIEW FROM THE MEANWHILE, IN THE YEAR 202 B.C., ON THE OTHER
L HIMALAYAS 2000 YEARS AGo | | IDE OF THE MOUNTAINS, ANOTHER GREAT EMPIRE
WA OF AN WDIA DIVIDED UAD BEEN FOUNDED.

‘INTo COUNTLESS BELIEFS,

TRADITIONS, AND CUSTOM? .

THE PEOPLE OF THE EAST COULD NOw TRAVEL WEST.. THEY UEARD RUMORS OF
BUDDH(4M... AROUND THE YEAR 65 THE EMPEROR DREAMED OF A GOLDEN
BUDPDHA ... HE SENT A TEAM TO INDIA TO COPY THE SACRED TEXTS AND BRING THEM
HOME, ACROSS THE IMMENSE MOUNTAINS AND STEPPES, To CHINA.
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0 EUROPEANS, IT WAS
THE FAR EAST. To THE
PEOPLE WHO LIVED THERE,
IT WAS ALL UNDER
HEAVEN. Ye5, BVERYONE
AGREED, CHINA WS cuT
OFF FROM TUE REST OF
THE WORLD! YET, MORE
THAN HALF A MILLION
YEARS AGO, BANDS OF
OUR PUNY-BRAINED
FOREBEARS MANAGED
TO GO THERE—
ON FOOT...
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Now WE MOVE oW
(S ALL HISTORY.
15 ¥

C/zA/A.' %

2

my mszsj

OH! WOWWW. . WHERE AM | 7 WHERE
WAS 1 2 O RIGHT.. /MD/A... WHERE
ANCIENT HISTORY 19 ALL MIXED UP
WITH TALES OF GOD4, DEMONS, AND |

MY4TIC POWERS...

BUT LIKE MOST WESTERNERS, | LEARNED
VIRTUALLY NOTHING ABOUT CHINA'S
RICH HISTORY, CULTURE, OR LANGUAGE —
UNTI/L | STARTED FUELLING UP THE
TIME MACHINE FOR VOLUME 9!

1, WAS BORN IN S4N FRANC/5CO AND

RAISED WITH CHOPSTICKS IN MY LITTLE
HANDS (DOWNSTAIRS IN YEE JUN, THE
OLDEST RESTAURANT IN CHINATOWN ),
\T CLOSED
YEARS AGO
J SNURF?

HOW CAN SAN FRANCISCO — WiTH A HUGE
(CHINESE POPULATION THAT HELPED BU/LLD THE
PLACE, WITH TOURISTS FLOCK/NG HERE
TO 4e€ CHIMATOWA — HOW CAN THIS CiTy
NOT HAVE ONE STREET WITH A CHINESE
(NAME? \T's AN OUTRAGE? A DISGRACE!

40, AFTER You READ THI$ BOOK, | HOPE
YOUu'LL PO WHAT I'M DOING —
WRITE THE MAYOR TO COMPLAIN.
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STONE -AGE CHINA SUFFERED THROUGH
THE ICE AGES WITH THE REST OF THE

« AND HAD THE SAME DISASTERS AS
EVERYONE EL%E IN THE B/& THAW oF

A% SNOW GAVE WAY TO RAIN,

RIVERS COURSED THROUGH THE
MOUNTAINS,

THE STREAMS SWEPT OUT ENOUGH SILT To —l
LAY POWN AN EVER-WIDENING COASTAL PLAIW
(FRoM 120 T0 300 MILES 1 12,000 YEARS?),

To THi5, APD THE YELLOW DusT™—
"LOESS " —BLOWING IN FROM THE
DRIED-OUT NORTH...

... AND YOU HAVE A 6OCD SUPPLY OF
FERTILE TOPSO/L- FOR CHINA'S
FARMERS TO TILL! ot
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SOME OF THESE PEOPLE BUILT TUER FIRES

AN THE (’(HOU-kDU “TIEN CAVES, NEAR,
ING-

BEN

B

IMAGINE IF YOUR FAMILY LIVED IN THE SAME
HOUSE FoR 200,000 YEARS! THAT'S
WHAT THESE 6UY5 DID, UNTIL THEY WERE
SQUEEZED OUT BY THEIR OWN ASH

\T% BEEN TRO FUNKY
FOR THE LAST 50,000
YEMRS AT LEAST S

HumANS, EVE'S CHILDREN*, ARRIVED AND

'8Y TiE ANCESTORS,

T AN INVASION!

INVASION,

A COUPLE THOUSAND CENTURIES LATER, MODERN
COMPLETELY DISPLACED THE ANCIENT NATIVES.

T T T |
@k You sAY

AND T say
MIERATION...

SINCE ALL THESE FOLKS CAME
FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE, You
HAVE To WONDER HOW
1S0LATED CUINA REALLY 15!

SHU? WE'LL
WALL \T OFF?

BY COMPARING HUMAN

GENES FROM AROUND

THE WORLD, $UENTISTS
WANE REACHED A STARTLING
RESULT : EVERYONE ON EARTY
15 DESCENDED FROM ONE
WOMAN WHO LIVED I AFRICA
NOT MORE THAN 200,000
NEARS AGO?

Z

“TRIBES OF HER DESCENDANTS
THEN OVERRAN THE WORLD,
PISPLACING MORE PRVMITIVE
HUMANS —WITH VIRTUALLY
NO INTERMARRIAGE .

WERE SMART! WERE
HANDSOME! AND WE UAVEN'T
INVENTED MORALATY YET?

SINCE "DISPLACE" 16 A EUPHE.
MI5M FOR STARVING AND
KILLING5 MANY WELL-NEANING
SCIENTIATS UAVE REGISTED THiS
CHILLING CONCLUSION —

SCIENTIFICALLY, OF CoURSE?

ER... AHEM...YOu (AN 5EE EROM
THIS LEGBONE TisT
PEOPLE ARE BASICALLY 6A0D.
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A5 MOTHERS, oF course, gut DAUGHTERS  weRE A
AND WITHIN THE Tuey WeRe VALUED. wery. | | NET Muas.” K wripe's
(STE, WHAT WAS | ONE LoVES WER OWN MOTHERY) | FAMILY PAID FOR HER

THE POSITION g - WEDDING, WHICU HAD TO BE
OF WOMEN? NN Ll e 1 ;
GoN' OuT! b\‘ ! =
VL GIVE . Y

You 0M€

A WIFE WA NOT SUPPOSED
TO CALL HER HUSBAND By

NAME, LOOK WIM N TUE EYE,
OR WALK BESIDE HiM !

(TuERe WERE SOME
EXCEPTIONS... AT
LEAST ONE WIDOW
BEAME A PRIME
MINISTER 1N 50UTH
INDIA... BUT TH|S

IN FACT, IT WAS GOOD FORM FOR
ONSIPERED BAD LUCK. | | A WIDOW TO JUMP INTO HER
HUSBANDS <I?5MA7’(OAI

/"= m= $\‘§\‘§ '

ZEHINNS
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ALTHOUGH BUDDUA PREACHED RENUNCIATION OF DESIRE,
HE DID NOT RENOUNCE THE WORLD. FOR THE NEXT 4O YeAws,|
UE TRAVELED, $POKE, AND BUILT WIS ORGANIZATION.*

EVEN TUEIR DEATHS WERE N CONTRAST:
MAHBAVIRA FASTED TO DEATH AT AGE 72..

THE BUDDUIST ORDER

REJECTED MANY OLD

CUSToMS. INSTEAD OF
SACRIFICING ANIMALS, THE
BUDDAISTS SIMPLY PRAYED,

MEDITATED, OR WALKED CLOCK-

WISE AROUND SHRINES ¢

FORWARD, MONKKS, TO
THE FUNPRAISER #7

THOUGH MONKS YOKED PoyeRTy
AND CHASTI 7Y, THEY SAID NOTHING)
ABOUT OBEDIENCE. MAJR
156UBS WERE DISCUSED AT
MEETINGS WITH REGULAR

MALAVIRA DD LIKEWH

ONWARD To THE ~HoLD 17!
| UEARD SOMEBODY SWAT
A Mos@urTo !

... WHERCAS THE BUDDHA OVERPOSED ON
PORK AT THE AGE OF 80. (487, B.<.).

WELL... MAYBE
| WAS A LTTLE
ATTAED To PORK!

[MOST DUTRAGEOUS T TRADITION,
PEOPLE FROM ALL SOC/AL
CLASSES CouLp Joiw TUE
ORDER AMD EAT TOGETHER?
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IN THE YEARS AFTER 900 BL,THE
BUDDHISTS AND JAING WERE NOT
TUE ONLY 4ECTS PROMOTING
TUEMSELVES AND INSULTING EACH
OTHER A% THEY VIED FOR

POPULAR SUPPORT AND ROYAL FAVOR...

THE MATER/ALISTS BELIEVED ONLY IN
THE PHYSICAL WORLD. TO THEM, THE ONLY
ILLUSION Wps THE SPIRIT WORLD
PREACUED BY EVERYONE ELSE?

THER “SPIRIT WORLD * 15 NOTHING
BUT AN JMVENTIOA! DESIGNED TO
SCARE PeoRE WTO

THEN THERE WAS A SMORGAS-
BORD OF DIFFERAIT YO Gds
("PRACTICES"). SOME_OF THEM
EMPUASIZED BREATHING

DEEDS.

LIKE HELPING THE

OTHERs WERE BASED
ON DoWe GOOD

THERE WERE ALSO THE ANVIAAS, VERY JAIN-
LIKE, FOUNDED BY ONE OF MAUAVIRA'S OLD
BEGUING BUDDIES. EVIDENTLY, THEY PARTED ON

HALE YOUR WDEAS YOUL
S$TOLE FROM ME!

THE MATERIALISTS ALWAYS HAD A HARD
TIME GETTING GOVERNMENT GRANTS AND
EVENTUALLY $ANK OUT OF 4/GHT.

WEY! WE LIKE SARNG
PEOPLE INTO SUBMISSION

Mo TAKTRISM
CELEBRATED SEX
Wit TyPicaL

STILL OTHERS
INVOLVED
CONTORTED

«
<«

Y GG s 8
TO BRAHMINS...
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BOTH TEACHERS' BUREAUCRACIES | | (THERE WAS ONE $PLIT, BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX
LIVED ON... TUE JA/AS KEpT SKy-CLAD, WHOsE PRIESTS WENT NAKED, AND Tue
ESSENTIALLY THE SAME PURE, MORE PRAGMATIC "WWITE -CLAD"... BUT THIS WAS A
TOUGH DOCTRINE LAID DOWN MERE QUIBBLE.-.. THEY AGREED ON ALL ELSE.
BY MAHAVIRA.

S16H~- TS

THE SREAT oMk, W His | B ~
PERFECTION, 16 NOW : WORLD 15
EVERYWHERE, LOOKING

OVER OUR SHOULDERS...

TODAY THERE ARE SOME 2 MILLION
JAING IN INDIA, INCLUDING FOR SOME
REASOM A DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER
OF 5TOCKBROKERS.

THE BUDDHISTS, Ol THE OTHER HAND, ADDED
HEAPS OF SUPERNATURAL BEINGS TO THE
BUDDHA'S FIRST DRAFT.

> AUEM T
ARE YOU 5T(LL Y EVEN TUE 5KY-CLAD
“FREL FROM ) WEAR ROBES 1N

TODAY'S IMPERFECT

ONE You GE&T
STARTED, \T'S
HARD TO 5TOP!

THEY ACTIVELY WeNT AFTER THE R/CH Mo BUT FOR THE TIME BEING,
POWERFUL ps A waY TO 5PREAD TUE WORD: THEY WERE JUST OWE pian

You M 00 ATTACHED 7o) | 7ECT AMONG AMANY.
WEALTH, HIGHNESS! WHY NOT WHAT &
GIVE \T TO US, WHOSE COINCIDENCE ~
ATTITUDE 15 BETTER..7
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BUT AT LEAST ONE INDpN
PRINCE ADMIRED ALEXANDER's
HUMONGQUS CHUTZPAH.
Hio N WAG CHANDRA-
GUPTA MAURYA.

IN THE 6™ CENTURY B.C.|

NORTH (NDIA, CONQUERED

BY DARIYS, BecAME
PART OF TUE PERS/AN EMPIRE
(52 \OL.b). PERSIAN [HFLUENCE
INCLUDED $UcH ARCHITECTURAL
\TEM# M THE /000 PrLLAR
HALL (wiTh Pepsian PILLARS!):

HoLy TERROR

0. THI9 WAS THE COMPLEX, TRADITION - LADEN
IMMENSITY TUAT ALEXAMDER OF MACEDON
THOUGUT HE COULD CONQUER IN 328 8.<.

\'M GREAT,
BUT (M GONE?

RIGUT AFTER ALEX LEFT, CHA

INDIA BRUSHED HIl OFF LIKE
AN CLEPHANT WHIZKING AWAY
A MO5QUITO.

NDRAGUPTA CONQUERED MO5T

OF INDIA, FOUNDING THE MAURYAN EMPIRE AND DYNASTY,
CAPTAL PATALIPUTRA (MODERN PATNA),

rN

VAfA"'P"

WUEN ALEXANDER ToOk Over
PERAIA IN THE 300's, THE
INDIAN® GOT A LOOK AT
OREEK 5CULPTURE.

FoR A TIME, THE MOR’T_|
INDIAN GANDHARA 4 (HooL
COPEp THE GREEKS, BUT
EVENTUALLY QUIT.
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EVERY FOUR YEARS, ALL THE $ECTS WOULD GATHER AT THE JUNCTION OF INDIA'S

TWO MO5T $ACRED RIVERS, THE GANBA AND JUMNA ., THIS [MMENSE EESTIVAL,
CALLED TUE AUMBL MELA, CONTINUES TODAY, DISPLAYING RELIGIOUS INDIA
IN ALL IT4 TOLERANT, TEEMING OIVER4ITY. (JUST DON'T MESS WITH THE Cows!™)

I m HoLiER
Tuan THouw A WHAT, W

OH, NEVER MIND. T THOUGHT
\ SAID, YoU' 48T, *1 AV HOLIER THAN
“I AM HOL®ER A cow."
TUAN THOU!”,

AFTER THE BUPDHA, TUE FOR HINDU%, THE PERFECT VET TODAYS MOST MILITANT

IDEA OF AKIMSA SYMBOL OF NONVIOLENCE 15 | |HINDUS USE THE SLOGAN

(NONVIOLENCE) SPREAD| |THE GO, A GENTLE CREATURE.| |"com/ PROTECT/ION" A% AN
TUROUGH INDIAN RELIGION. Tis EXCU%E FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST

MEANS DOING NO HARM TO ANY | [ ACTUALLY, WE'RE JUST VERY
N GoOD AT INTERNALIUNG

ANIMAL, EATING NO MEAT,
WEARING NO LEATHER S0E5. OUR ANGER... RON! vere cone e
NON VIOLENT?

SHOES? WO AN
AFFORD SHOPS?
.
G, v
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HE DECREED THAT THE NATIONAL POLICY
WAS TO BE ONE OF NON VIOLENCE.

ASMOKA IMMEDIATELY BECAME A
JBUDDHIST AND A VEGETARIAN.

WHENEVER | Look AT MEAT, T

REMINDS Me "“’Wl/“d‘é{/

g~
T

UE DREW UP LAWS AMD
HAD THEM INSCRIBED
ON POLIHED $TONE
ALL ACRO%S THE
REALM. Wi5 PILLAR
AT SARNATH CARRIES

WELL, HE WAS AS BUDDAIST A A
KNG <AK BE... OF COURSE, ASHOKA
STILL HAD POLICE, JAILS, mp
TAX COLLECIORS, BUT wis
REIGN 5 STILC REMEMBERED AS A
GOLDEN AGE OF PEMCE MO

THE NATIONAL EMBLEM

AN ALL-SEEING
BEAST OF PREY?
15 TUAT NON VioLaiT?

PURING THE MAURYAN

DYNASTY, TUE COURT

UIRED 53HOLARS TO
PONDER PRACTICAL PROBLEMS
HOT COVERED (N THE HINDU
SCRIPTURES.

:uh;% »TEA S(;METNIMI; ON How
0 LDEN
POLKE, s\;lis, Asp 'rAA()?E w

THEY STANDARDIZED A $(RIPT
AND WROTE SOME CLASS/CS:
THE ARYUASHASTRA, ON
GOVERMMENT, A SANSKRIT
GRAMMAR, AND TUE FAMOUS
SEX MANUAL KAMA SUTRA.

UNTIL You WAVE A

BUT RELIGIOUS CLASSICS
LIKE THE VEDAS CONTINUED
To BE PASSED ALONG BY
WORD OF MOUTH.

REPEAT AFTER ML, oM
" MEMORY — USE 1T OR

WAT. |
ALso LOST
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CUANDRAGUPTA'S GRANDSON ASHOKA IN THE FIRST FEW YEARS OF His REIGN,
INHERITED TUE EMPIRE, A5 WELL AS WS ARMIES CONQUERED MERCILESSLY.

THE URGES THAT DROVE HIS GRANDPA L
TO CONGUER 1T, =\

| THINKOE (Tps
JHOROUBHLY.

% s

BUT THEN — AFTER AN ESPECIALLY TAHOROUSH EXTERMINATION, ASHOKA
NOTICED SOMETHING OPLD FOR A MAN I [i5 POSITION ..
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A CASTE 15 NOT TUE SAME A5 TUE ARYAN SOCIAL CLA%SES

D E4PITE TUE

BUDDHISTS'

NEW IDEAS, YouR VOB
HINDU TRADITIONS s

LAY DEEP ROOTS:

TUE OLD GOV,

BRAHMIN PRESTIGE,
AD ESPECIALLY THE

CASTE SysTEM.

| A

N
".rt';%. «.\?%ﬁ \

MENTIONED ON P. 17.. A CASTE 15 SMALLER... LIKE A CLAN...
AND MORE: EVERYONE Il A CASTE DOES THE SAME WORK|
IN TRADITIONAL NDIA, YOUR NAME 15 YOUR BIRTH 15

WITHIN THE CASTE, IT5 ALL FOR OKE AND OKE
FOR ALL. BUT BETWEEN CASTES,
RELATION WERE FORMAL, CAUTIOUS, EVER
SUSPICIOV... EVERYONE WORRIED ABOUT
WHAT CASTE HAD HANDLED THER FOOD.

\T'S OKAY — 'm0
NOUR MOTHER!

IF A BRAHMINS MURDERED A LOW-
CASTE VICTIM, THE PUNISUMENT WAS A
SLAP ON THE WRIST.

WAT — BEFORE You TOUCH
ME —ARE YOU A BRAWMIN,
\ Too ? .

THE MERE SIGHT OF SOMEOKE LOW -
CASTE COULD SEND A BRANMIN WTO

SHOUT, 50
| CAM GET

BUT KILLING A BRAKMIN — THIS WAS
ALMOST A5 BAD AS KILLING A COW.”

4AY5 40 RIGKT UERE IN THI5 LAW

BOOK, WRITTEN BY BRAUMING...
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UE LAVISHED DONATIONS ON TUE BUDDHISTS. B-BUT THAT WOULDN'T BE

p - MODERATE...
= ] BUILD SOMETHING
po it e ) (SruPENDoUS DI (7 a2 You Reruse
A )5 T

<)

=

50 TUE MONKS BUILT STUPAS, SUAPELY UEAPS OF BRICK URROUNDED BY PARKS AND
PORMS AND SCULPTURE.

THEY TOOK CUTTINGS FROM MIS5ONARY WORK STEPPED UP — AND UP, OVER
BUPDUA'S FAMOUS TREE AND | | THE HIMALAYAS, AND INTO NEPAL, TIBET, AND CHINA.

SPLANTE <
;{l:;ﬁ. -Lf,:‘ER; (ZRE‘%L?. 1;09‘7 \FYOUu DONT BELIEVE IN AUSTERITIES, THEN

COUPLE OF THEM GROWING WHAT ARE You DOING JERE 7
UERE AND THERE.
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THIS WhS ALL PRETTY His PROGRAM WAS TUE MIDDLE WAY oR 8:F0LD PATH.
HINDU 50 FAR... BUT
THE BUDDUA'S RECIPE 1. RIGKT VIEWS
FOR E5CAPE WAS 2. RIGUT INTENTION
UNIQUE: HE CALTIONED 3. RIGHT SPEECH
INST EXTREMES. 4. RIGHT CONPUCT
TOO MUCH PLEASURE |5 5. RIGHT LIVEL(HOOD
VAIN...TOO MUCH SELF- 6-RIGHT EFFORT

DENIAL 14 WORTHLESS. 7.RIGHT RECOLLECTION
HEL 17 MRt 8. RIGHT MEDITATION
WE HAVE TO GIVE BP

GIVING UP?

THERE 19 A DEEPER REAON WHY DESIRE | [TuG BUDDHA BELIEVED THAT, IN REALITY,
CAUSES PAIN, WE WENT ON. (T 15 THAT THE Co9MO% 15 CEASELESSLY CHANGING,
REALITY " 4 M JLLUSION, A 50RT oF | | BLINKING ON AND OFF... ALWAYS BEING
MOVIE CREATED BY OUR MIND AND SENSES, | |CREATED —NOTHING IS PERMANENT:
HOW CAN ANYTHING BUT PAIA/ COME FROM

EMBRACING A HALLUCINATYON ?
ANYONE WHO
¥ THINKS OTHERWISE
DOESN'T KHOW
QUANTVAA Duysics!

THE [MMORTAL 50UL? AN ILLUSION! REINCARNATION | NOTHING BUT MODERATION — -

FORGET 1T! Kavma? OUT ! WHAT A CONCEPT! NO BEDS OF
NAILS... NO PAINFUL POSTURES..
NO 4ELF - STARVATION ... WASK'T

TUERS SOMETHING A
BUPDHIST MONK COULD RENOUNCE?

\MMODERATE
\DEA *r OM, ALL RIGHT.. . WELL, TUERE'S
- WOMEN. You CAN'T | SOME CoNSeLATION
HAVE ANY WOMEN. } AT LEAST.
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NOW BACK TO THE BUDDHA AND HIS $PEECH,
UNLIKE MAWAVIRA'S EXTREME SCLF-

| PENIAL, TUE BUDDHA RECOMMENDED

MODERATION: Ths WA TRULY

REVOLUTIONARY *

?

ARE OU FURE THIS 15 A
RELIGION ?

SUFFERING OR UNHAPPINESS, HE SAID, COMES

WHEN WE ARE SEPARATED FROM
PLEASURE.

| YoU'RE NOT UNUAPPY BECAUSE YOU LACK
EXPENSIVE SHOES OR ELECTRONIC GEAR,
BUT BECAUSE YOU WANT THEM.

AP UAVING TUINGS DOESN'T HELP,
BECAUSE THERE'S ALWAYS MORE

To WANT...

Hi% SERMON LAYS OUT THE ORIGIN OF
SUFFERING — MD A PLAN OF FSCAPE
THROUGH MODERATION.

MOPERATION ¢
| CAN'T GET
OVER IT U

THE REASON 15 THAT WE ARE
ATTACHED 10 PLEASURE... WE
DESIRE IT... Mp TH|5 DESIRE 15
WHAT CAUSES OUR MISERY.

TUE CBVIOUS THING TO FO 15 TO
ABANDON ALL DESIRE.

ABANDON DESIRE? OH, YEMH,

RIGHT!
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MEANWHILE, THE EMPEROR'S ABLE MIMISTERS EVERYTHING WAS TAKGN CARE
RAN THE DAILY BUSINESS OF THE STATE. OF — 50 WHAT WAS AN

- EMPEROR TO DO 77

I ReputsTe \ REGULATE THe .0
WEIGHUT4 AND L4 T INTEND To
WALLOW In

\ EAVESDRCP PLEASURE?,

ON PRIVATE
CONVERSATIONS!

TUE THIRD EMPEROR OF HSIA, TAE-KANG| | S0ME YEARS LATER, THERE WAS A SOLAR
ECLIPSE, AND TAEKANG'S BROTHER

WENT ON A THREE - MONTH PUNTING
TRIP. THI$ PROVOKED A PRINCE TO JUNG -KANG SpW THE LIGHT S

OVERTHROW HIMr
$0RRY" |\ DIDN'T
v t&\mk 1 WAS
NEGDED!

V3

1E%. | Now Khow
WHO 1 To BLAME
FOR MY FAMILY'S
WOBS... \T'9 ThoSE
Wh# @ %%
ASTRONOMERS!

HE RAISED AN ARMY AND SET THE PENALTY FOR LETTING |  WHETHER JUNG-KANG
TUE CALENDAR SLIP WAS WENT ON To WiN

OFF To PUNISK HE AND HO,
FMAILIES WHO HAD DONE THE | | PEATH WITHOUT MERCY. |  BACK THE EMPIRE 15
STARS SINCE KING YAO. A5 OBSCURE ps
AND MISSING THE REST OF THE
WSIA ERM, WHICH
LASTED ANOTHER
300 YEARS BEFORE
THE DyNASTY FELL...

MSUNK 1N WINE
N THEIR PRIVATE

*Boox OF HISTORIAL POLUMENTS
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O —
THE IA, DESCENDED FROM THE GREAT
Y, SET THE PATTERN FOR LATER DYNASTEES.

THERE'S A GREAT NOODLE.
PLACE IN SECTOR \7...
———

P 50, AROUND 2200 B.L.,

BEGAN THE CWINESE
DYNASTIC AGE. BUT
UNLIKE ANCIENT EGYPT,
WHICH WENT THROUGH A
DYNASTY EVERY CENTURY,
CHINA HAD ONLY THREE
DYNASTIES N THE FIRST
/500 YEARS. THESE WERE
THE H4/A, THE SHANG,
AND THE ZHOU .

W

w?

Fna KING'S FAMILY AND FRIENDS WERE
GIVEN F/EFS: VLOTS OF LAND, COMPLETE
WITH THE PEASANTS WHO WORKED THERE.

PEASANTS FARM

THE LAND, WE

FARM THE
PEASANTS?

THESE FIEFWOLDERS WERE VASSALSoF
THE EMPEROR, BUT WERE FAIRLY
FREE 1O 4QUABBLE AMONG
TUEMGELVES.

THIS SYSTEM, WHICH DIDN'T
EVOLVE [N EURCPE LNTIL
MUCH LATER, 15 CALLEP
FEUPALISM.
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OF SCRIPT ARE FOUND ON
TORTOISE SHE(LS.

THE OTHER ERRLY SCRAPS |

TORTOWSE,*

r'rus 4EER HEATED TUE SHELL AND CALLED

ON THE SPIRITS,

IF YOU NEEDED ADVICE DURING THE SHANG DYNASTY,
YOu PSKED A PIVINER, WRO "CONBULTED TUE

HE WROTE DOWA/ THE ANSWER LEAVING
US VALUABLE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE SHANG ERA?

w5 A WARD TIME TO 3
BE A TORTOISE?

LIKE ALL ANCIENT
SCRIPTS LHINESE WRITING
WA PILTOGRAPHIC .
EACH CHARACTER REPRESENTED
AN /DEA, A WHOLE WORD.
OVER TIME, THESE IMAGES
BECAME HIGHLY 5TYLIZED;
BUT THE BAIc SYSTEM
SURVIVES TO THIS DAY.

&4

WEST

L

THIS COMPLEX SCRIPT HAS A
SURPRISING ADVANTAGE

BECAUSE CHARACTERS ENCoDE
MEANING, CHINESE SPBAKING
DIFFERENT DIALECTS cav
REMD EACH OTHER'S MESSAGES,
AND ANCIENT TEXTS ARE

EASIER To READ THAN IN THE
WESTERN WORLD--

WHEN EUROPEANS CAME To CHIkA
W THE 1600’ , THEY WANTED To
MAKE CHINESE ALPHABET/c~
BUT THE CHINESE SUGGESTED
THET THE EUROPEAN  LANGUAGE:
POOPT CHINESE SCRIPT —
%0 EVERYONE CoulD> READ
EVERYONE EL9E%S LANGUAGE!
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THEmANG_‘

OPENED WiTH A BANG,
WHEN DUKE ZANG LED A
RELUCTANT ARMY AGAINST
CHINA'S FIRST AND ONLY

ROYAL FAMILY.

THE EMPERORS ARMY AND THINGS WENT ON

TURNED ON ITSELF, AND | | MUCH THE SAME A%
TANG TRIUVMPHED.

BEFORE, BUT WITH A NEW
4ET OF COU%ING TO GET

FROM TUE SHANG ERA COME CHINA'S FIRST BRONZES, How THE CHINESE LEARNED TO
SMELT AND CAST, WE DON'T KNOW, BUT THEY DID A MAGNIFICENT NoBZ#

INSCRIBED ON THESE
VESSELS ARE SOME OF
THE EARLIEST SPECIMENS
OF CHINESE WRITING.*






images/00075.jpeg
AND OR IT WENT..
KNG FOLLOWED KiNG...
9BASON FOLLOWED
SepsON

THESE CHOPSTICKS
ARE DIRTY! KILL
ANOTHER ELEPHANT,

. UNTIL, AROUND /60 B.C., THE IMMODERATE JOU-SIA
TOOK THE THROKE. JOU- $IN SHOCKED EVERYOKE, ESPECIALLY
THE ELEPHANT COMMUNITY, BY USING /VORY CHOPSTICKS.

DARED TO COMPLAIN.

TAIS, LORD,
HoNey?

HE BULLT A PLEASURE GARDEN FOR HIS FAVORITE
CONCUBINE, THEN SHREDDED A MINISTER WHO

WHAT Dig 15 T MINCED MINISTER
WITH SHOW PEAS.

ANOTHER MINIST

OF THE WEST, JAILED FOR
SYMPATHIZING WITH HIS
CHOPPED COLLEAGUE, PASSED
Hi5 TIME IN STIR WRITING THE

BOOK oF CHANGES.*

O, THERE L
BE SOME

ey
WE CHIEF

CHANGES

To usE THE / CHING,

OR BOOK OF CHANGES,

ONE 05585 cons (oR,
DOES SOMETHING ELSE RANDOM)
To DETERMINE A PAIR OF FU Hs!%s

TRIGRAMS, TOGETHER WITH
THEIR "CHANGING LINES, "

THE BOOK INTERPRETS THE
$YMBOLS IN VAGUE, CRYPTIC,
LANGUAGE THAT CAN BE
NWAZINGLY WELPFUL IN
ANALYZING THE PRESENT AND
SUCGESTING WHAT TO DO NEXT.

W15 HEXAGRAM
INDICATES AVANTAGE
IN BEINb FIRM AND CORRECT...
TUERE WILL BE 600D YORTUNE
W RAISING A Cow..*

TWE / CHING W5 BEEN N PRIKT
LONGER THAN ANY OTHER BOOK,
WHICH SEEMS TO PROVE THAT
AUTHORS DoN'T #AVE To Do
TALK. SHOWS...

DWARES WHO LOYE

ToO MUCH, LESBIAN

PLAYBOY CENTERFOLDS,
PHD SomE 6UY Wio
WROTE A BoOk...

WHAT,
ON? 4
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AOTHER THING THE SHANG | 7 ==

EMPERORS DID SEVERAL | 24
TIMES WAS MOVE THER
CAPITAL CITY. TrE BOOK
OF HISTORY DOESN'T SAY
WHY — DID TUey NEED
BIGGER PALACES 7
BETTER SAN/?ATION 7

Bl oR coULD 1T HAVE BEEN
BECAUSE OF THE

AFTER THE FINAL MOVE,
AROUND 1300 B.L., ThE
DYNASTY CHANGED 175 NAME
FROM SHANG T0 YN,

MAYBE THEY WON'T
RECOGNIZE US
UNDER AN ASSUMED
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THE ZHOU WAS TUE BIGGEST AND
FINEST OF CHINA'S ARST THREE
EMPIRES ... BUT EVEN THE MIGHTY
ZHoU COULD NOT WITHSTAND — THE

NORTHERN BARBARANS !

IN 770 B.£., THE ZHOU KNG ALSO MOVED His AND GRADUALLY, THEIR POWER
CAPTALYY WANED... EMPERORS IN
NAME ONLY, THE ZHOU
KINGS KEPT FACING SOUTH,
VAINLY HOPING FOR AN
OLCPSIONAL VISIT FROM
THEIR SUPPOSED SUBJECTS..
AND CHINESE HISTORY

ENTEREY A NEW PERIOD.
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ZHOUTHE CHIEF% PEOPLE BRIBED

His WAY OUT OF JAIL AND
RAI%ED A REVOLT.

AS WE'LL 4EE

OFTEN I8 HISTORY,
EMPIRES CAN
SURVIVE PLENTY
OF GARDEN.VARIEYy
DECADENCE...BUT
THe SHANG
COULDN'T SURVIVE
THE CHIEF OF

THE WEST.

< URK -UNK-J BUT I HAVE
A - URK -UNkJ BUT T

MANDATE
OF HEAVEN!

JOU-$IN RESPONDED Tp ONE
SAGE'S WARNING By CUTTING
Hrs HEART OUT.

HM! THOUGHT
4AGES HAD EXTRA

VALVES OR
SOMETHING -

A% W5 RELATIVES TOOK TO THE HILLS,
THE LAST SHANG EMPEROR PERISHED
IS FLAMES [N HIS PALACE..

OF ZHOU.*

\ AND THE CHIEF OF THE WEST NAMED
HIMSELF WU, THE FIRGT EMPEROR

~5 FIEFs! GETenn

AFTER WU
TAMED
THE EMPIRE,

NEIGHBORING
STATES AND TRIBES
SENT HIM PRESENTS .
THE ONE HE LIKED

B o e

o "<

THEIR MASTER'S

MIND.

e

THE KING WAS TARILLED — BUT HIS CHIEF
LTt MINISTER SAID To G/UE THE DoGS AWAY.”

OLIT/CS:

- Ay
THE RE/ NEVER L= A SARBARIAN WNow | [Tuis Armiruce [/ Now THIS (S
Weo ame. (Aictiae SOMETHING YoU WANT:| | TOWARDS A REAL Do6!
ER VALUE NOTHING THAT comes | | ANYTHING

FOREIGM
FRom FAR AWAYr | | FEREIGH
y 77 POLICY THROLGHOUT
CHINESE IMPERIAL

HISTORY!

[
i)
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THE KING ASKED SUN WU TO
SHOW OFE HI5 TECHNIQUE —
USING WOMEN.

e
THE NEW

STYLE OF
WAR IN THE ;
STORY OF THE

MILITARY EXPERT
SUN WU,
SEEKING A JOB
FROM KING
HO-LU OF Wu.

[l PROBLEM!

THE KING ORPERED I\ 180
CONCUBINES.

AND NOTUING HAPPENEP:

SUN WU DIVIDED THEM INTo TWo 6ROUP4, APPOINTED THE
KING's TWO FAVORITES A% OFFICERS, EXPLAINED "LEFT
FACE," "RIGHT FACE," ETc.. THEN UE BARKED AN ORDER—|

WHEN INSTRUCTIONS
ARE NOT CLEAR, YOUR
MAJESTY, THE
COMMANDER '
AT FAULT! ”

SUN WU EXPLAINED EVERYTHING AGAIN;
AGAIN HE BARKED HIS ORDERS; ANY
AGAIN NOTHING HAPPENED. NOW HE 4AD:

WHEN ORDERS ARE CLEAR, ¥~
BUT NOT CARRIED OUT, \T
15 TUE OFFICERS’ FAULTY

= OFF WITH
\( § THEIR HEADS,

WHEN THE KING SQUEALED IN PROTEST,
SUN WU OFFERED His THIRD MAXIM »

A COMMANDER W THE FIELD
16 NOT ALWAY4 BOUND BY
WIS SOVEREIGN'S ORUERS!

\§






images/00078.jpeg
SPRING & AUTUMN (s5)

ZHou'4 POWER
WANED, THE NOBLES'
DOMAINS DIVIDED LIKE
AMOERAS ... AND CHINA
SPLIT INTO_A HEAP OF
PETTY $TATES —
1000 OF THEM,
TRADITIONAL COONT.

SIMPLE MATH SHOWS THAT, GIVEN (00O STATES, THERE
ARE £ (1000 -999) = 499,500 oA,
WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CONFLICT?

POSSIBLE PAIRS.

o.c., YOU FlenT
WITH H(AA WHILE
I FIGHT WiTH HiM,

THEN /2L FIOHT
WITH YOU, WHILE...

BUT 600D MAMVERS STILL COUNTED!

IN 638 BL., THE DUKE OF SUKG *
REFUSED TO ATTACK AN ARMY THaT|
WhS CROSSING A RIVER.

AGAIN, IN 594, BL., THE
KING oF CHU, BESEGING
A ATY, SENT WS WAR
MINISTER To PEEK INSIDE,
AT THE WALL, HE MET Al
MINISTER FROI THE
OPPOSITION.

N HERE,
WERE BATING

< OTHERS
CHILDREN »
AlD

ABoLT
STARVING

GOBBLED UP THEIR NEIGHBORS»

WHATS THE RUSH ?1
NOBODY KiLLS THE
_ \\WoUKNDED. TRAT'S RUDE!.

fis <

BUT ON THE FRINGES OF THE OLD EMPIRE WERE AVEW/,
UNCOUTH STATES, LIKE CHIN, WHO IMFOLITELY

p :"i’

7*

.50 THE ARMY OF
CHU WENT HOME ¥

\F THEY
WERE $TARVING
AND HONEST,

SHOULDN'T WE

A5 COMPETITION
HEATED UP AND
STAKES GREW
HIGHER, THE
NICETIES BEGAN
To PECAY--

WELL..'D
PREFER NOT To
LWE IN $UCH
A PLACE,

ANYWAY...
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IN THE YELLOW VALLEYS
OF THE YELLOW RIVER,
THEY BUILT THER HUT%...
LEARNED TO FARM...
TAMED THE WILD PIG...
SANG TUER SONGS...
BEAT THEIR DRUMS, ANP
BOILED UP OFFERINGS
To THE SPIRIT WORLD
IN THREE-LE&GED POTS,
TRYING TO SEE WUERE /73
s ALL THE CHANGES
WERE [EADING...

)2 2
y SN
Il

A «%ﬂ
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TRADITIONALLY, THIS WHOLE
DAWN-OF -LIVILIZATION
BUsINESS WAS SAID TO

WAVE BEEN THE WORK of
A FEW GREAT SAGES.

A ACTUALLY, 1 3UST GAVE THEM
YV s pLace vo work, Towo Tuem | | AND OUR PRESS W /£ 7 2y ¢
To FIGURE OUT THE DETAILS, AGENTS? ;
D Took ALL THE CREDIT? f 20!

I THE FIRST SAGE, FU HS/, COULD SEE THE| | THE TRIGRAMS HE SAW THERE WERE
FUTURE BY STARING AT A TORTO/SE. BINARY SyMBOLS FOR COMMUNICATING
WITH THE SPIRITS

I

BETTER IF
1 BO/L Your» y=4

HUANG-T1, THe YELLOW EMPEROR, | | LEI-ZU SUPPOSEDLY INVENTED $/LK As
LEI-ZU' KUSBAND, INVENTED COURT A GIFT TO HUANG-TI, WHO WENT ONTO

ZEREMONY AND WARFARE. FATHER EVERY AR/STOCRATIC FAMILY
OF CLAGSICAL CHINA .

THE EMPEROR'S BANNERS ARE . WOVEN SILK...
YELLOW —NORODY ELSE AN UsE HEW .. THE HARDER | POLL, | AUD ITS Nor
VT THE EMPEROR GETS TEN THE TIGRATER \T GETS . WST FOR YouR

ROw4 oF DANCERS — NOBODY
ELSE GETS AMORE Takns EIBHT... ) | woT /5 Tes? {Zf’ffﬁ;gw

THE BMPEROR FACES SOUTH* ~
ARE You GETTING ALL THIS?

A
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THOSE WERE DAYS OF THE CHEF% WERE SURPRISED TO SEE THAT EACH (OCON
LREXT DISCOVERY - AND | UNWOUND INTO A SINGLE STRAND AUNDREDS OF Feet

ONE OF THE GI;EATEZOT Dio- LONG»
COVERIES WA% ALSO ONE OF r———

THE STRANGEST. Wiy voup | S2%ils Toz ., T8
ANYBODY BOIL CATERPILAR i
COCOONS 2? \

THESE WOMEN WERE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR| | THEY BEGAN FARMING TiE —I
NEW FIBERS? 500N THEY WERE CATERPILLARS ON FRAMES COVERED
REELING IT UP THREE OR MORE STRANDS | | WITH CHOPPED MULBERRY LEAVES.
AT A TIME. o (THAT'S ALL THE BUGS WOULD EAT.D

THEN THEY WOVE THE FIBERS INTO $/LK, THE FINEST
FABRIC EVER AMDE? IT WAS A BIT LIKE WEAVING
CLOTHES OUT OF COBWEBS.

IN My COUNTRY, WE USE
WOOL FROM OUR FARM ANMALSY

THEY SELECTED THE
CHOICEST COCOONS, LEFT
A RESERVE FOR HATCHING
THE NEXT GENERATION,
REGULATED THE COOKING,
CULTIVATED THE BEST
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HE ONE THAT CAME
UP BELONGER TO
! BAROK Vii; Tre
TAMER OF FLOODS,
, YU WA% LIKE THE
</ CHINESE MOAH (oF
" BIBLE FAME) —BUT
INSTEAD OF ESCAPING
1IN AN ARK, YU
I/ ORGANIZED CHnA
T0 BUILD DAMS AND
DIKES, DREDGE AND
; DRAIN.

"
N

BY MOUNTAIN RANGES...

v 4 7 7 /a7
/// Y /4
i"/yuen KING SHUN 7
NSKED FOR NAMES,
5

/0 ON Sl
V.

N Y =
YU ALSO SPENT YEARS SURVEY/A/ THE REALM;| | . AND DIVIDING 1T POLITKCALLY |
DIVIDING (T INTO NINE PROVINCES SEPARATED INTO A HUGE BRID) WiTH THE
KING'S PERSONAL SPACE
(100,000 $@.M1.D I\ THE
MIDDLE , AND (ONVICTED

HERE COMES CRIMINAL-S BANISHED TO THE
CWILITATION

/// ,

Y
/ <<J
KEEP \T DRY?
KEEP T DRY!
WATER'S HELL

OUTER EDELE.
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K6 A0 WAS FAMOUS FOR AOT | | WELL, WHO ELSE,
PASSING OVER TRE | CHOOSING HIS OWN SON TO THEN?
INVENTORS OF SULCEED HIM . WECL, THEREY
oN oBVicusy, ) WE ) %

(ﬁvklﬁéfkrs, Wéu;u:u ngpﬁr 7";‘; ARE, 7 z;n&gw ALWAYS 5U s
WE (OME To TWa IRE! @\ JoB5.. 4
s Wiy | MAN FoR THE Jos? P
WERE VIEWED WITH ~
REAL MOSTALG/A 4 /
LATER: YAO AND 7
GHUN. N

AN

A

—~

YAO GAVE SHUN TWO OF
H& PAUGHTERS A%

AND WHEN YAO DIED,
SHUN BECAME KING-

HONEY, YOU ¢pu
LET GO OF THE

YAoO.

AS KING, SHUN WAS FAMOUS
FOR THE SAME THING AS

60— WHO'S THE BEST
JAN FOR THE JoB?

THE CHINESE WERE
FIRGT TO INVENT THE
COMPASS AND Have

ALWAYS THOUGHT OF IT
AS POINTING SOUTH.
(5€€ MA®, P.5L)

UM.. How DO WE
DECIDE WHICK
ONE'S THE POINT?

FLIP A
TORTOISE?

SOUTH BECAME A SACRED
DIRECTION. W MEETRGS
AND CEREMONY, THE KING
ALWAY% FACED SOUTA.

A MTILE T

THE (EFT, o

YouR madisry ) (7
reg

THE CHINESE THEN INPROVED |
THE INVENTION WiTH A
S0UTH-POIN TING CART.
WITH THE SEAT LINKED To Tue
STEERING MECHANISM,
THE PRSSENGER AUTOMATI-
CALLY SWIVELED AROUND,
ALWBYS MAITANING A
SOUTHWARD ORIENTATION.

ALWAYS THE
SAME .
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ONE OF THE MO4T EXCITING
THINGS ABOUT THE TALES of
YAO, SHUN, AND YU 19 THAT
THEY ARE TRADITIONS HANDED|
STRAIGHT DOWN FROM

THE STONE AGE*

DIG6ING FoR RELICS OF THIS ERA
(2500 B.C.) TURNS UP LITTLE

OF THE STUFF THAT MARKS
THE BEGINNING OF WESTERN
CIVILIZATION —5UCH AS
WR/TING oR METAL 1

WE GET UP AT SUNRWSE,
WE REST AT SUNSET,
WE DI WELLS AND DRINK,
TLL OUR FIELDS AND EST,
WHAT (6 THE EMPEROR'S STRENGTH

%

+ PEMANT S0N6 FROM REIGN OF YAO.

INSTEAD, ONE FINDS: JMMENSE WALLS o
STAMPED EARTH — A CLEAR 5l6n OF
LARGE-SCALE, IF LOW-TECH ORGANIZATION.

WHAT METAL THERE WAS, WAS MOSTLY
ARROWI/EADS — EVIDENCE OF ORGAN -
1ZED VIOLENCE DIRECTED QU TWARD.

THESE WALLS Surpourned B/G
HOUBES. POKER WhS CROWING MoRE
CONCENTRATED AND UNEQUAL *

AND FINALLY —LARGE-SCALE HUMAN
SACRIFIGE : ORGANIZED VIOLENCE

PIRECTED JMWARD, SHOWING CLEARLY.
THE POWER OF YAOQ, SHUN, MO YU >

RN R

WAVING 18
SHUN YET? Jaid
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AFTER Wi WEDDING, Y(i SPENT ONLY FOUR
PAYS WITH HI% WIFE —AND THEN BACK
TO WORK”

= —
6OTTA Go! NOT my FAULT/
Z \ AUDt crsp;rc FLOOD

R N\ CONTROL!
ST
- 3
X

KING $HUN OFFERED YU THE THRONE !
YU'S REPLY WAS A PERFECT MODEL
OF COURTLY DEPORTMENT.

MY VIRTUE 15 NOT EQUAL TO
THE POSITION. TUE PEOPLE

WILL NOT FOLLOW ME —BUT
“THERE 15 KAO-YAO, MINISTER
OF CRIME, WHOSE VIRTUE (5
BELOVED By ALL. CONSIDER
HIS MER(TS, O EMPEROR...

" NOT Goie | MINISTERS TO THE
!rg Revs;g DIVINATION : CONSULT ThE
MYSELF? TORTOISE ANp FoLLOW

ITS RECOMMENDATON?

COME ON, \/(‘_‘\.’74;\5»:\‘1 THE MERITORIOUS

BUT YU WASN'T JUST BEING POLITE?
AS SOONAS HE BECAME KING, HE
PUSHED THE TURONE ON HI% OLD
FRIEND Y/4/.

'™ JusT To0 oLD
AND BURNED OUT-..

AND WHAT
AT

YIh WAS A% TRED AS
Y0 .. HE PASSED THE

THRONE To YU’S SON.
A% OFTEN AS | SAW THE

OLD WORKAHOLIC, \T's
AMAZING HE HAS A

«. AND FROM THIS
POINT ON, KINGSHIP
PASSED FROM SON
TO SON. THE
CGOLDEN Ak OF
SAGE-KINGS HAD
ENDED, ANDCHINA
WA IT% FIRST
DYNA%STY, THE
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50 Tue CHINESE
FAM/LY b5 LBSTeD
MORE THAN 4000
YEARS — ong OF
THE TIGHTEST,

MOST ENDURING
INSTITUTIONS N
WORLD HISTORY..

—

1Tl BEEN UELD TOGETHER By BONDS OF REVERENCE AD

OBEDIENCE : WIFE OBEYS UUSBAND, 50N CBEYS PARENTS,

YOUNGER BROTHER CBEYS ELDER, DAUGHTER OBEYS MOM,)
DAD, AND BROTHERS, AND, FINALLY, DAUSHTER-M-LAW
OBEY% EVERYBODY »

WAIT...
\ AM DETECTING

b PATTERN
HERE...

RESPECT You &oT...

AND THE FEWER PEQPLE
You HWAVE To RESPECT?Y

THE OLDER YOU &OT, THE MORE

AND WHEN You DIED? THEN YOU WERE

WHY SHOULD
BEWG DEAD
MAKE ANy

DIFFERENCE 7

PEOPLE GET WIER AS
THEY GET OLDER...

AFTER A LIFETIME
OF OBEDIENCE, IT
MUST HAVE FELT
WE/IRD WHEN Your
FATHER DD,
THE CUSTOMARY
EJ’VE&IO%IORFEMéDURHMé
YEARS.

BECAUSE HE WA%S FATHERLESS.

ONE OF A KING'S TITLES Wa% “THE LONELY ONE,"™
PARTLY BECAUSE HE WA% PEERLESS, BUT AL5O
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WITH CHILD
WHY PON'T WE
oRgNll ZE AN crre?

|
WHEN YOU $EE THI% KIND OF POWER, YOU ¢AN BET

\T'9 IN THE HANDS OF MEN AT THE EXPENSE OF

ACCORDING To LEGEND, FU HS/
FOUNDED THE PATRIARCHY. HE
BANNED MARRIAGES BETWEEN
BOYS AND HIRLS RELATED THROUGH
THEIR FATHER%.

ALTTLE
[ TURTLE TOLD

BUT TRACES OF THE OLD WAYS
LINGERED ON..YAO Anc SHUN
BOTH TRACED THEIR ANCESTRY
BACK T THE YELLOW EMPEROR ~
THROUGH THEIR MOTHERS.

19 MORE AND MORE
CERTAIN.

NOBLE...

THE REAL KEY To THE STORY OF YAO AND SHUN |5 THAT
SHUN MARRIED YAO's DAUGHTER. QUEENSHIP, NoT
KINGSHIP, WAS HEREDITARY. A% IN ANCIENT EGYPT, THE
KNG HAD TO MARRY /NTO THE ROYAL FAMILY.

REMEMBER~KINGS
ARE MADE
NOT BORNY

BUT UNLIKE EGYPT, CHINA

IN ANCIENT EGYPT, THIS OFTEN LED AMBITIOUS PRIVES
To MARRY THEIR OWN SISTER%. 50, ONE His
To MK, WO WA% YAO'S WIFE ? WSTORY 15 SILENT?

= =
_ ,/

DROPPED HEREDITARY
QUEENSHIP EARLY.
BEGINNING AROUND 2200 B.c.,
A KING WA% NOTHING BUT
ANOTHER KiNG'S SON...
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WHEN THE FIRST
DYNASTY BEGAN, IT

WAS JUST A CASE OF
ONE PATRIARCHAL FAMILY
HAVING THE LOYALTY
OF OTHER PATRIARCHAL
FAMILIES, INTIMIDATING
STILL OTHER FAMILIES,
ETL.ETC. ETC.

WWHICH EXPLAING WHY
THE PENALTY FOR

TREASON o DEATH
FOR THE TRAITOR'S

ENTIRE FAMILY *¥%
-

%

p

/" WOT

€ Pamy | VALUABLE
VALUES?
iy :

SINCE ANCIENT TIMES, | | EXECUTIONS TOOK PLACE IN THE
THE CHINBSE CRIMINAL | | MARKET 5QUARE, POSSIBLY
CODE SPECIFIED FIVE BECAUSE THEY STIMULATED

PUNISHMENTS: TATTOOING THE ECONOMY...
THE PACE, CUTTING OFF THE WHAT ARE
NOSE, LUTTING OFF TRE FEET, YOU SELLING?
CMSTRATION, AND DEATH.
HEY, WouLD You RATHER LoSE

JOUR NosE ) OR 0o To JAIL
. *——Wml;- F%MEO\ OF

I

I
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40 WHAT MADE CONFUCIUS SUCH A OHE REASON MUST HAVE BEEN) WHADDAYA
B/6 DEAL? Vow DID THIS NOT-50 - | | YOUR SUPERHUMAN NEAN, "CoProus
SUCCESSFUL MINVSTER OF A SMALL SCHOLARSHIP: INYOuR [ SPARE TIME
STATE BECOME A GUIDE TO COUNT- COPIOUS SPARE TIME, /2

LES5 LATER GENERATIONS? YOU STUDIED ALL OF
ANCIENT CHINESE Music

AND LITERATURE!

ZAHEM? YOU THEN COMPILED AND \'VE REL/ED ON THESE | | HOW THESE BOOKs
EDITED THE AUTHORITATIVE VERSION | | BOOKS A% SOUIRCES — | | BECAME ALL-
OF TUE CHINESE CLASS/CS: TUE | | EVEN THOUGH You DID IMPORTANT 15
BOOKS OF HISTORY, POETRY, A© | | SOME AOTOROUS A STORY WE'LL
RITES, AND THE SPRING AND REWRITING To sUIT HAVE To SAVE

AUTUMN AMWALS. —~ Yo YOUR OWN OPINIONS * | |FoR YoLume to.
”
PARBARIC ot /

CONFUL|U% SINGLED OUT THE SPRIMG AND THESE “FACTS! \T TURNS OUT, WERE A BiT TWISTED:
AUTUMN ANNALS A% THE BOOK THAT IN THE STERY OF THE PUKE OF CHING, FOR INSTANCE,
WOULD MAKE CR (5%E 7.75), CoNFucIus .

W THE AUTUMN,
HAIL FELL...*

PEMOTED THE DUKE

BREAK W6 REPUTATION.
To AN EARL, FAILS To

PUT READING THIS DRY,
YEAR-BY-YEAR ACCOUNT

MENTION THAT Hi5

OF OFFILIAL STATE ENEMY WA% ALSO
BUSNESS, \T'5 HARD ey hdy
Yo 5EE WHY HE LEAVES OUT
THOUGHT S07 THE MOTHER,

(2344
THs Wﬂg (D,;lw(éuﬁ"E 4:“5’Y zoy, o D %0, 2500 YEARS LATER, HiS TRANSLATOR WRGTE—]
Why OF PUNISHING THI IFFER MY 150
SUNE Fot v hcr DGHE OF CoNPULIUE: [ w0 REVERENCE Fon TRUTH.
OF FAMILY FEELING! SHRANK FRoM LoOKING TRUTH 1N

THE FACE... HAD
N SYMPATHY WITH ROWER |
THAN WITH WEAKNESS

AWW.. THEY
STicL CAREZ,
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IN FAIRNESS To OLD MASTER KUNG,
iTHERE WA% MORE TO U5 PHILOSOPHY
THAN £LOTHES, MANNERS, AND TUNES...

CONFUCIUS ALO BELIEVED THAT ACTIONS
AND PO%ES $HOULD REFLECT ONE'?

TRUE FEXINGS.
You GoTTA BE

SINCERELY

Bos5E5 snouLp BE BENEVOLENT Avp
FAIR, WHILE SUBORDINATES SHOULD
BE REVERENT MO OBEDIENT:

WHAT I YOUR BOYS (§
ARBITRARY, CRUEL,
BEST/AL pnd
ABus(vE?

SUBORDINBTE I5
REVEREST AND
OBEDIENT?

|_§|NCE TUESE VALUES ARE LEARNED FROM
INFANCY, CONFUCIUS TAUGHT THAT ALL
SOCIAL ORDER W BASED ON RIGHT
RELATIONS WITH/N THE FAMILY .

WHICH MAKES IT ODD THAT HE NEVER
‘MENTIONS HI% OIS FAMILY AND
HAS NOTHING 6OOD To 4AY ABOUT
WOMEN (uniike LA T2u, B THE

VEYPITE THE MASTER'S WORLULY
FAILURES, W5 PUPILS GOT Goop

JOBS 1N ALLTUE WARRING 4TATES,
SPREADING CONFUCIAN \WEDLS !

BeND LOW.”
FEEL o HUMILITY:

;mﬂ:: 4

N A%
£

Uiw

\

!
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HAN FEI-TZE Watep ALL

THIS MUSHY MO-15T LOVE AND
CONFUCIAN FILIAL PIETY...

OON'T
TAKE \T
PERSONALLY,

) everym
isusre
U Wi Fer.

THE PROBLEM WITH FILIAL PIETY, HE SAID, WAS TAT

PEOPLE WERE MORE LOYAL TO THER FAMIL/ES
THAN TO THE K/AIG. THEREFORE, A KING WAS
WASTING H15 TIME TRYING TO MAKE PECPLE
LIKE hIM, AND SHOULD GOVERN WITH STRICT
LAWS M0 HARSH PUNISHMENTS,
LIKE DEATH BY 1000 CUTS, oR 1001 CUTS, OR
1002 CUTS, OR:- e RARELY

SEEN HIM S0
ANMATED?

HAN FEI WAS A MASTER OF INVECTIVE* o
APPEALED TO KINGS AND FRIGH TENIED PHILOSCPieRst| | OTHER WANDERING POLITI/ANS

TUEN THERE WERE COUNTLESS

AND SPEAKERS, SOME OF Whop
WERE ALS0 THINKERS...

Brg/ﬂfﬁ aﬁwvg o Homine
T THEIR ATTRIBUTES . BUT
ATIRIBUTES ARE NOT
ATTRIBUTES N AND
OF THEMSELVES.

THEREFORE, A WHITE
HORSE by NOT

How ABouT
A

THE CONFUCIANS BELIEVED ]- HE COMPARED THE CONFUCIANSG
To A FARMER WHO ONCE
HAPPENED To $EE A RABBIT
LOLLIDE WiTH A TREE £TUMP,
BREAKING THE RABBIT'S NECK. o

THAT THE WAY TO

RESTORE THE 6LORIES OF
THE PAST WAS TO REVIVE OLD
RITUALS: WHKT WORKED ONCE
SHOULD 'WORK AGAIN . RAN FEI
SCOFFED AT TRIST

WOTTA BUNCH ok
DUMMIES!

FOREVER AFTER, SAID HAN FEI,
THE PARMER 5TOOD STARING AT |
THE STUMP, HOPING FOR
ANOTHER RABBIT.

AH, THE GLORIOUS &
MEALS OF THE PAST!
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AFTER CONFULIUS HIMSELF, THE MOST IMPORTANT CONFUCIAN WAS MENCIUS
(MENG-T29). UNLIKE CONFUCIUG, WHO ALWAYS LUSTED AFTER POWER, MENCIUS
Wh% HAPPY TO TRAVEL AROUND WITH HI4 NUMEROUS
STUDENTS, VISITING PALACES, AND CRITICZING His
HOSTS (90 Muck EPSIER WHEN YOURE NOT

JOB-HUNTING).

LOVE YOUR INSULTS,
MENG , BUT THE
KITCHEN 15 CLoSEDY

AND‘_[NE{! CONFULIAN WAS BUT THE MOST SUCCESSFUL TUINKER OF THE TIME WAS)|
HSUN-TZU, WHo WENT THE | | NO CONFULIAN. THIS WAS MO -T2U, WHO

MASTER ONE BETTER By PREACHED A DOCTRIKE OF UNIVERSAL LOVYE.
PENYING THE EX/STENCE g 4
OF THE SUPERNATURAL . 2 A CuRisT

IAN
MESSAGE, Q;Y a )
y 74

v’

THE MO-15T5  ALso BELIEVED IN LIVING SIMPLY AND | | MO BUILT A BIG ORGANI-
FRUGALLY, WHICH SPARKED ARGUMENTS WITH THE ZATION, BUT HAD TROUBLE
CEREMONIOUS CONFUCIANS? GETTING OFFICIAL BACKING.

THESE FUNERALS ARe V4 Gopna LOVE YOUR LOVE, Mo, BUT |
A WASTE oF MONEY” TELL YOuR CAN'T RUN THE REALM ON

ANCESTORS!
A <OULON'T You dusT
PN LIPSERYICE To
LOVE WHILE SLAVGHTERING
MILLIONS ?
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WHY NOT I155UE AN THE DUKE 156UED THE ORDER.
ORDER THAT EVERYONE

WHO WEAR#S (ONFUCIAN

CLOTHES \WiTHOUT

PRACTICING CONFUCIAN

DOCTRINE SupLL

BE PUT TO DEATH?

WEH WEH..

\ LIKE

WITHIN FIVE DAY, NO ONE WAS LEFT (N CONFUCIAN «.BUT HE CouLD EXPOUND
DRESS, EXCEPT A LLONE OLD MAN.. THE DOCTRINE LIKE A
; CHAMP?

You SEE,Puke?
ONLY ONE
CONFUCIAN IN LU?

BLAK Blau
BLAH

HUL-TZU 5AD To CHUANG TZU:

| HAVE A BJG TREE. %
TRUNK \6 GMARLED, WD 'Ts
LIMBS ARE 50 TWISTED,

No CARPENTER WouLD»
BEmios WE OF YoUR HoRds,
BIGBUT USELESS T

LHUANG - TZU REPLIED:

YOU HAVE THI$ Bl TREE,
AND YOU'RE UPSET
BECAUSE IT'S USELESS?
WHY NOT LIE DOWN IN IT5
SHADE AND TAKE A AAP?

THESE STORIES ARE THE !
FORERUNNER% OF ZEN...

§ WHAT'S WRONG
WITH BEING /
USELESS 7
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AND, FINALLY, WE HAVE e

[CHUANChURS

THE CARTOONIST'S PHILOSOPHER? s ”
THE ONLY ONE WITH A SENSE y
OF WUMOR, Hi5 ATTITUDE CAN

BEST BE SUMMARIZED IN

TWO WORDS —

CHUANG “TZU MADE HIS POINTS WITH LITTLE FABLES. FOR EXAMPLE, A KNG
ADMIRES A BUTCHER'S TECHNIQUE. THE BUTCHER EXPLAINS: “WHEN | CUT, | DO NOT
CUT. MY ART |5 TO PUT AN EDGE OF MO THICKNESS \NTO THE SPACES BETWEEN

JOINTS, THAT'S WHY | HAVEN'T NEEPED A NEW KNIFE IN 79 YE4RS... "

WOW? REMIND
METO TELL
THIS TO THE
EXECUTIONER?,

OR: CHUANG-TZU VISITED CONFUCIUS'S
WOME OF LU. THE DUKE SAD, "WE | SEE A LOT OF GENTLEMEN DRESSED
HAVE MANY COMFUC/ANS HERE, BUT | | ||k CONFUCIANS, BUT ARE THEY

VERY FEW OF YOUR FOLLOWERS, SRY REALLY CONFUCIANS77
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WHEN THE TIME FINALLY CAME FOR THE MEETING, FAN 4U)

BUT FAN Ul ESCAPED | PRETENDED TO HAVE WANDERED IN BY MISTAKE.

vzou-f:;”nh oveRTy W97 MOVE \T! WHAT KING? (iTIA\/ H
TwO YEARS For m @z&rﬁé ™HE No KiING - 0 LY "Is“
QUEEN MOTHER AND

INTERVIEW WITH KING
HER BRoTHERS !

KING CHAD AMUST WAVE WINCED AT THIS! IT WA%S TRUE: THE KING'S MOTHER HAD
GIVEN HER BROTHERS AUGE FIEFS, WRICH THEY ENLARGED BY WAGING PRIVATE
WARS AGAINST THER NEIGHBORS. KNG CHAO GREETED FAN SU\ COURTEOUSLY.

TERRIBLY SORRY... | SHOULD HAVE
SEEN YOU AGES pGO . BUT I'VE
BEEN SO BUSY ONSULTING WITH

KING C1AS TOOK FAN 4U\s | | HE DEMOTED Wi LNCLES FAN Ul BECAME PRIME |
APVICE TO HEART? AND BANISHED THEM TO MINISTER; KING CHAO
rose SRILED ar EnRIANG | DAZTANT FIEFS. BECAME ALL-POWERFUL;

THEIR FAMILIES DO 40 AT LoOK AT TAE!R\ %JR;;E‘&M ‘EIN-EW&JA\?M&

P A A
TUE EXPENSE OF THE STATE; (| BAGGAGE** {Z STATES — D FAN 501

THOSE SKILLED AT ENRILHING
MADE KI5 OLD BOSS

THE STATE DO 50 AT THE s
EXPENSE OF OTHER STATES. 4 FROM WE! EAT STRAW
AND BEANS LIKE A

HOR%SE ..
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KINGMAKER., %EENNIAKEK

Uk 271 8., s0me TRAVELERS ENTERED
THE HAN KU PAS%, GATEWAY TO THE
MOUNTAINS OF CHIN. HIDING IN THE BAGGAGE
WA%S A FUGITIVE NAMED FAN SU/.

I
it
\.\'!*‘“I“w

45 APE TO AN OFFICAL N
THE STATE OF WE/, FAN
U1 HAD FALLEN UNDER
SUSPICION OF TREASON .

BO%% AND 4OME OTHER
GENTLEMEN BEAT HIM

SENSELESS, KNOCKED OUT
WIS TEETH, AND LEFT HIM

FOR DEAD’ (M THE
OUTHOUSE.

THINGS UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL.

VEY, EVERYBODY 2#
PEE onTn' CORPSE »
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VISITING THE NEIGHBORING STATE OF THI5 WRETCH, TZU- CHUJ, WAS HELD
CHAO, Lu PU-WEI FOUND ONE OF IN CHAO A% A HOSTAGE To GUARANTEE
THO4E SON% OF AN-KUO'S JUNIOR CHIN'G GOOD BEHAVIOR, AND HE DID
WIVES THAT THE LADY WAS WORRIED | | NOT LIVE WELL?

\ BELIEVE | i
ARH-. WHY DON'T YOu
‘,55‘”5"’64“’7’56,5 ENLARGE YOUR O/
© L dnex crre? p

/=7 | \NTEND TO ENLARGE
MINE BY ENLARGING
YOURS...

“WITH YOUR PERMISSION,” SAID LU PU.WE!, | |LU PU-WEI GAVE HALF THE MONEY To
*1 WILL INVEST /000 PIECES OF GOLD | |TZU-CAU TO SPIFF HIMSELF UP AND
TO MAKE YOU THE HEIR OF CHIK. " WENT WEST WITH THE REST.
.:F YOu SUCCEED," SAID THE PRINCE, | I\ S - o
L A - &Y Now Fol AVEN ‘e A
SHALL SHARE MY KINGDOM WITH YOU BN SAcE, SET some
y HANGERS-ON
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FAN 54Ul HAD THE BUT KING ¢HAO REIGNED ON AND
GOOD SENSE TO | ONw WHILE THE COURT WONDERED
RETIRE BEFORE | WHO WOULD FOLLOW HIM.
MAKING TOO MANY

MISTAKES, AND LIVED

OUT Hi15 LIFE

HEAPED WITH

HONORS, WITH

His HEAD 5TILL

ATTACHED TO

NEXT IN LINE WAS PRINCE
AN-KUO, HIMSELF NO
SPRING CHICKEN.,

AN-KUO'4 FAVORITE WIFE, THE LADY THIS WAS SOMETHING To WORRY ABOUT!

HUA-YANG, RAD NO %ON. WHAT |F SOME OTHER WIFE'S 50N
BECAME KING? WHAT WOULD BECOME
OF LADY HUA-YANG AND HER
FAMILY THEN ?

ENTER LU PU-WE/, THE MOST AMAZING ENTREPRENEUR IN TRE RISTORY
OF THE UNIVERSE, LOOKING FOR INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES »
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SUN WU APPOINTED NEW OFFICER4, AND THIS
FTIME ...

ATTENTION.

A FEW GENERATIONS LATER, | [THE ENEMY ARRNED AT
N34) B.C., HiS DESCENDANT; | | NIGHT... THEIR LEADER

PANG CHUAN SAW THE
WRITING AND CALLED

GENERAL SUN PIN %ET A
FAMOUS AMBUSH :  Ue
HIP H1$ ARCUERS ON EITHER | | FOR A L/GHT.
SIDE OF A WOODED RAVINE,
WHERE HE HAD KRITTEN ON
A TREE, “PANG CHUAN
DIES UNDER THi$ TReE.”

oy

ANOTHER MOVEL TACTIC CAME FROM THE
KING OF YJEH, WHOSE PESPERADOES
OPENED A BATTLE BY BEHEADING
THEMSELVES.

THIS WAS EFFECTIVE, THOUGH You
WOULDN'T WANT TO DOIT OFTEN?

SUN WU 60T THE JOB... AND
W5 cLAsSIC “ON WAR™ 15
STILL N PRINT.

THOSE
FAvoriTeS).

THIS WAS THE SI6NAL FOR
SUNPIN'G 1O,000
BOWMEN TO LET FLY.”

MosT
IMPOLITE ¥
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A% \T THE TROUBLED T/MES,OR WaS (T
JUST T/ME? BETWEEN 600 AND 400 B.C.,
THALES 1NO 50(RATES $PECULATED IN
GREECE, THE BUDDHA BLOOMED IN INDIA,
1SRAEL| PROPUETS PREACHED, AND IN_ CHINA,
A HUNDRED $CHOOLS OF THOUGH
WERE SEARCHING FOR *THE WAY.™

R
WHAT WAS THE WAY? IN CHINESE, TUE WAY,
OR TAO, JUST MEANT A PATH, BUT T ALSO
MEANT THE WAY To £/VE, THE WaY To
GOVERN, AND SO0METIMES THE MYSTERIOUS,
UNKNOWABLE WAY OF THE COSMO 5.

To CHINN'S F/RST PHILOSOPHER, THE MYSTIC
POET LAO-TZU, ALL THESE WAYS WERE
THE ZAME.
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1N 1000 $TATES, THERE ARE A MILLION
STORIES, TOO — LIKE TUE DUCHESS
OF CH/NG WHO HATED HER FIRST %oN,
BECAUSE HIS BIRTH FRIGHTENED
HER OUT OF A S0UND SLEEP!”

%0 SHE FAVORED UER SECOND SON, LAWsING
NO ENP OF FAMILY STRIFE?

TH1S 15 ALL YOU
FAULT, MOM 2»? R

DoK'T $PEAK
To YOUR MOTHER
THAT why!

THE FIRSTBORN, NOW DUKE, THREW Hi5
MOTHER IN JAIL AND VOWeD NEVER TO
SEE HER, UNTIL HE "WENT TO THE
UNDERWORLD (1., DIEDY.

STRICKEN WITH REMORSE, BUT BOUND BY
His VOW, HE TUNKELED UNDERGROUND

TO HER CELL, AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY
EVER AFTER?

HE5T? mom?
CoMERE A

BUT BACK To PoLITiLS... BY 450 B.C., SEVEN STATES HAD SWALLOWED LP THE REST:
CHIN, CHU, CHAO, CHI, UANN, WE), AND YUEK. THEY BATTLED INCESSANTLY..

BANDITS ROAMED... NO ONE FELT SAFE...
WAY ouT??

AND EVERYONE WONPERED — WHICH

uP, MAYBE?
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UNLIKE LAO-TZU, KUNG'S IDEAS WERE WORLDLY.”
FOR HIM, THE WAY MEANT DOING THINGS RIGHT.
EVEN AS A ZHILD, HE LIKED MAKING ARRANGEMENTS.
e F

(551-479 B.L)

KNG CUY-TZU OR MASTER
KUNG \$ Tyie MOST
\MPORTANT PHILOSOPHER,
AND MAYBE THE MOST
IMPORTANT PERSON, N
CHINESE RISTORY —
TOWERING FIGURE ...

uyt L

HE WA% BORN IN THE LITTLE STATE OF LU, | | ALTHOUGH LU WAD A DUKE, THE REAL

WHICU BORDERED THE LARGER, MOSTLY POWER WAS IN THE HANDS OF A CLAN

gmeuvu,, BUT RATHER OVERBEAR(NG STATE | | CALLED £H/ (o RELATION To THE
F CHI.

YOUNG KUNG CHIU GoT & JoB AS ONCE HE HAD TuE DUKES

THE CHI FAMILY 4TABLE MANAGER. | EAR, KUNG CHiu URGED T
HE WAS EFFECTIVE, AND 40 MET | | HIM TO INCREME His OWN ‘:';my;
3 [
THE DUKE /‘ X FOWER AGAINST THE ERASANG THE ENEMY
OF THE
LUl CLAN.

You WAVE A

NICE HAT, BUT
YOU'RE WEAK?
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LAO-T2U'S RESPONSE TO TUE EPIC CHAOS OF TUE WARRING STATES WAS TO

GO WITH THE FLOW. (THE TECHNICAL TERM 16 W/U- WIE, NON-ACTIOND*

PO NOTHING To GPPOSE THE TAO ... CONTEMPLATE. NATURE.. SEEK A NON-VERBAL,
MEDITATIVE STATE. LAO TZU'S SOC/AL PHILOSOPRY, IF YOU CAN CALL \T THAT, j5
THAT V/OLENCE 15 WRONG, AND THAT THE BEST GOVERNMENT |5 NEITHER
KIND NoR HARSH, BUT RATHER BARELY DETECTABLE ...

A TAOIST MORAL APPEARS IN THE TALE
OF FAN LI, WHO GREW RICH AS AIDE To
THE KNG OF YUEH — UNTIL THE KING

MADE H ONE ROYAL OFFER:

SHARE MY KinGbom TIMETC (EIT

WiTh ME — PLEASE
SBY YES, OR LL _ 8

FAN LU WANTEP TO SEND HITHIRD SON ON THE
SERAYID, BAT THE OLDEST 5AID T, WOULD B

DISGRACEFUC >
SeNpME O \'LL BETTER DO pS HE SAYS,

YILL MYSELF, HONORABLE) OR WELL LOSE 2 ouT
FATHER!

FAN L% 50N HEARD OF
THE AMNESTY, BUT

IGNORANT OF WHY \T
HAPPENED, HE ASKED
FOR W5 MONEY BACK.

SPOKE T THE KING
AGAII

SAYING You'RE ONLY DOING
THIS FOR FAR LV's SO
BETTER KILL Him FIReT,
THEN OpeN THE

IPILSY

FAN LI FLED, MADE AOTHER FORTUNE , MOVED AGAIN,
AND MADE ANOTHER ... AND THEN His SECOND SO

WAS JAILED FOR MURDER . THERE WA ONLY
ONE THING 10 bO — BR/BE H5 WAY OUT”>

A RicH MANS
SON DOES NOT
DIE N THE
MARWETPLACE X

55

* WHERE EXECUTIONS WERE PERFORMED

50 50N B[ WENT AND
DELIVERED A BAG OF
GOLD TO A CERTAIN
MR. CHUANG .

MR. CHUANG PERSUADED
THE KING TO O

THE JAILS.,

THE STARS ARE
WEIRD) SIRE! MAke
A NCE GESTURE?

\WHEH THE ELDEST 500 BROUGHT HOME THE CORPSE,

FAN L L AUGHED. "X THIRD SON GREW UP RICH AND.

HAS NO (DEA OF THE VALUE OF MONEY. TAIS 15 WHY

| WANTED To %END WM. | KNEW MY OLDEST SON,

WHO COUNTS EVERY PENNY , WOULD ¥ILL His

BROTHER. TRULY THS 15 THE WIAY’  OF THE WORLD!
(" £ THI% 15 ONE

A BiLARIOUS
PHILOSO PHY..
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‘Now MasTER
KUNG CouLD
PUT His IDEAS
INTO PRACTICE?
AD WHAT
WERE THOSE

IDEAS ?

FIRST, "RECTIFICATION OF TITLES." THIS MEANT FIXING THE
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART, KNOWING EXACTLY WHO WAS
OVER WHOM, TO MAINTAIN PERFECT ORDER AND G0cD MANNERS*

i

|
/

SECoND, PERFECT RITUAL: conpucius
CARED NOTHING FOR SPIRITUAL MATTERS,
BUT UATED TO SEE ANYTHING DONE WRONG.
SOME RITES WERE FOR KINGS, SOME FOR

Y/ D SomE ARE
| FOR UPSTART
PARVENUS LIKE

AND TUIRD, PERFECT MUSIC AND
PANCE ;' CoNFUCIUS PORED OVER ALL
THE ANCIENT LORE TO DETERMINE
WHICK 20N6% TO SIN6 WHEN?

Nou DOK'T
LIKE
e “DUKE oF
\ EARL 7"
\ —

$oMmE EXAMPLES OF CONFUCIAN MANNERS (QUOTES FRoM BOOK 10 oF THE ANALEC)S):

"uusa THE
RULER SUMMONS
HIM) A LoOK OF CONFUSIoN

COMES OVER His FACE
PND W5 LEGS SEEM
To OIVE WAY..."

“WHEN SALUTING
WS EQUALS,
VE PASSES W5
RIGHT HAR© To
W LEFT. Hig
ATTITUDE (5
ONE of MAJESTE

DioNTY

“ON ENTERING WHEN ASCENDING > "ON LEAVING,
“THE PALACE 3 THE AUDIENCE 5 Wi5 EXPRESSION
ot P \
& I
! !— AND HoLDs

“ConFronTED WiTH @
SOMETHING. &

E4PECIALLY TAGTY,
WE MUST
CHANGE Hi$

"IN BEP, HE AVoIDS
LYIb W THE Po4tTiod
OF A (ORPSE .
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THE PRIME MINISTER CHI PING -TZU THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OLD...A PROMISING CAREER
QUARRELED WITH THE DUKE (OVER A IN RUINS..LWING IN A STRANGE LAND WiTH
CoCKFIGHT ) AND CHASED Him OUT oF | | NO OBVIOUS PROSPECTS...

THE COUNTRY To CH /, WITH Pyt

CONFULIUS I8 TOW. 4 s KNow ANYBODY NEEDIN

fll A PRIME MINISTERT

50 CONFUCIUS DID WHAT ANY UNEMPLOYED
PERSON OF Hi4 CLASS AND EDUCATION WOULD |
PO — HE BECAME A FREE-LANCE EDITOR. |

WHEN NOTHING WORKED OUT, CONFUCIUS RETURNED To POLITICS 1N LU WERE Iy

LU, ToOK PUPILS, PERFECTED THEIR BEHAVIOR, AND £HAOS. THE OLD DUKE'
AVOIDED POLITICS . ] DIED, AN %0 DID HI$
: S g . .€!~ EX-PRIME MINISTER.

VARIOUS NOBLE FAMILIES
BATTLED EACH OTHER..
THE DUKE OF CHI
ATTACKED LU.. THE
YouN( DUKE OF Lu MADE
UP WITH THE EX-MINISIERS
S0N... AND NAMED
CONFUCIUS A JUDBE,
THEN JWIEF JUSTICE,
THEN ACTING PRIME
MIN ISTER... THE SAGE
WA% THEN 51 OR 52
YEARS OLD...
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THE DUKE OF CHI WA%
DEEPLY EMBARRASSED BY
HI5 MUSICA. GAFFE.

HE JUsT AGOMIZED 0vR
THE BEST WAY TO
MPOLOGIZE....

WOT CAN L
Poss1BLY
SAY?

Asc_nou-;
PEAK
LOUDER Tiah
WORDS. KrLt
ME F YOU
DON'T LIKE
VEARING

«.AND EVENTUALLY GAVE
BACK THREE CIT/ESTo LU,
THE GRATEFUL DUKE OF
LU PROMOTED CoNFUCIUS
To PRIME MINISTER,
AND HE WA% \ISIBLY
DELIGHTED?

§-8UT, MASTER! A GENTLEMAN
SHow NO FEAR N THE FACE OF
CALAMITY, NO JOY IN THE FACe
OF GODD FORTUNE.™ RIGHT?

ER- AHEM—"HE DELIGHTS IN
WIGH POLLTION BECAUSE WE
CAN SHOW His HUMILITY?"

BUT HE WA% TOO THIN- SANNED FOR THE JOB. WHEN TUE DUKE OF CHI SENT ANOTHER
OFFERING OF 80 DANCING GIRLS AND /20 HORSES, THE COURT AT LU SHUT DOWN
FOR TUREE DAYS — 50 CONFUCIUS QUIT?

AT AGE 5b, HE LEFT LU AND BECAME A WANDERING
TEACHER AND POLITICIAN, LOOKING FOR A PRINCE
WHO WOULD RATHER LISTEN TO HIM THAN WATCH
DANCING GIRLS...

A WOMAN'S TONGUE CAN
CO5T A MAN HIS POST;
A WOMAN'S WORDS CAN
Co5T A MAN HIS HBAD;
'WHY NOT RETIRE 2.,
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S —
A$ THE STATE OF LU CALMED | | THE MEETING BEGAN PLEASANTLY, WHEN THE DUKE OF
DOWN, THE DUKE OF CHI CHi OFFERED SOME MUS/CAL ENTERTAINMENT:
INVITED THE DUKE OF LU P
TO A PEACE CONFERENCE-
CONFUCIUS WARNED RIS BOAS:

INTIMES OF WAR, PREPARE
FOR PEACE. IN TIMES OF
PEACE, PREPARE FOR WAR? |

BETTER TAKE ALONG SOME
BIG 6UY% WITH WEAPONS

n
R
e
iR

TS 16 PALACE Music!
PLAYED HERE, THis 15 BARBARIC!
THE BARBARIAN WWO ATTEMPTS
To BEGUILE Wi MASTER DESERVES
To P/E? \ BEG TAAT THE

PUNISHMENT BE CARRIED OUT!

< diTCH ) Guasy

4

5
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FoR YEARS, THEY TRAVELED LIKE THIS,
CONFUCIUS ALTERNATELY PROCLAIMING
HIMSELF A SIMPLE SCHOLAR...

YESSIR. - Jusr
BURY ME
AND I'M HAPPY '

THE STATE OF
CHU 15 LookING
FOR ‘A PRIME

MINISTER?

«.AND DESPERATELY SEEKING A POST
ORA FIEF?

AT ONE POINT, HE SEEMED TO UAVE A oLID OFFER FROM THE KING OF CHU, BUT CHU'S
ENEMIES SENT TROOP% TO SURROUND CONFULILS AND HIS FOLLOWERS, WHO NEARLY

STARVED TO DEXTH..-

MASTER, ARE WE
Pos418LY DOING
SOMETHING WRONG ?

AFTER A FEW MORE NARROW ESCAPES,
LONFUCIUS FINALLY RETURNED HOME
ToLd..

v CAN'T
THINK WHAT.

«.AND THERE HE DIED, DISAPPOINTED AND
LRANKY...

WHERE THE k@ WERE YOU ?
DIDN'T YOU KNOW | WAS 5ICk?

MY WAY 5
UNPoRULAR...
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IN 66, POMPEY MARCHED EAST, BRINGING ASIA MINOR,
! SYRIA, AND PALESTINE UNDER ROMAN CONTROL, WHILE
(CAESAR STAYED HOME AND PLAYED POLITICS. (WE'LL SEE
SOME EFFECTS
OF POMPEY'S
TRIP TO
JERUSALEM IN
THE NEXT
VOLUME.)

TO PUSH WIS CAREER, CAESAR SPENT
HEAPS—BORROWED FROM CRASSUS AND
OTHERS—FOR EXAMPLE, ON GLADIATORS, M
GLADIATORS, AND MORE GLADIATORS. THE

CROWDS LOVED IT!

suLP? JULIE...

TH% 14 EXPENSIVE...Y
YOU WOULDN'T FORGET

To PAY ME BACK—
wouLe You?

DON'T BE
CRA%S, =
CRAG5US! | | AND WHEN POMPEY CAME HOME,
CAESAR PERSUADED CRAS5US
AND POMPEY TO MAKE A
THREE-WAY PARTNERSHIP
(“TRIUMVIRATE”) WITH HIMSELF.

1% SIMPLE .. POMPEY WERE WiLL
DINORLE Hi5 WIFE AND MARRY MY
DAUGKTER , AND DON'T WoRRY,

ABOUT YOUR EX...
CAESER WiLL TAKE CARE

OF EVERYTHING -- -

@
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ALTHOUGH CRAS5US
AND POMPEY HAD
BOTH BEEN SULLA’S
MEN, AS CONSULS
THEY UNDID SULLA'S

ENTIRE PROGRAM.
GRAIN WAS CHEAP...
VETERANS 6OT
LAND... THE SENATE
COOPERATED... AND
ROME WAS STABLE—
FOR A WHILE.

THE LES50ON WAS NOT LOST ON A
32-YEAR-OLD NEPHEW OF MARIUS
NAMED JULIUS CAESAR.

FROM AN OLD PATRICIAN FAMILY,

CAESAR SURPASSED EVERYONE IN

AMBITION, SHREWDNESS, ELOQUENCE,

ENERGY, AND SEXUAL VORACITY.
00

!! ae

[

0o

AND THE LESSON CAESAR LEARNED
WAS... AHEM! PSST/ CAESAR!

YES... ER.. THE LESSON: THE SENATE |
CAN'T GOVERN... A WARLORD (AN HAVE
HIS WAY... THE PEOPLE NEED ME...
RIGHT, MRS. POMPEY?

il
9l
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POMPEY, LIKE ALL ROMAN
GENERALS, NEEDED LAND
FOR HI5 VETERANS.

CAESAR NEEDED—WELL,
IN HIS OWN WORDS, HE
NEEDED ONLY ONE THING:

CRASSUS NEEDED HIS
MONEY BACK.

DIGNITY,
ONLY My
PIGNTY ¥

ELECTED CONSUL FOR THE YEAR 59, CAESAR INTRODUCED A LAND BILL FOR
POMPEY'S MEN.. HIS CO-CONSUL BIBULUS AND THREE TRIBUNES OPPOSED IT...
IN A FACE-OFF IN THE FORUM, CAESAR'S PEOPLE DUMPED A BASKET OF
SOMETHING, DESCRIBED AS "FILTH" BY POLITE HISTORIANS, ON BIBULUS'S HEAD.

PIGNITY, MY PEAR
POMPEY, WE MUsT
MANTAIN DIGNITY.

“ M'/i'

i COME OUT AGAIN FOR THE REST
OF THE YEAR.
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TO THE NEWLY ELECTED
(107 B.L.) CONSUL GAIUS
MARIUS, THE ANSWER WAS:

’l] Il

NOT IF YOU
\ [ HAVE YOUR
| OWN

DESPITE THEIR DEATHS,
THE GRACCHI'S PROGRAM
WENT FORWARD, AND
MANY POOR ROMANS
WENT BACK TO THE
LAND... BUT PEOPLE HAD
TO WONPDER: DID
CROS5ING THE SENATE
NOW GUARANTEE
ASSASSINATION?

MARIUS OPENED THE ARMY
TO ALL, DRILLED IT WELL,
AND WON MANY VICTORIES
ABROAD.

ALTHOUGH MARIUS HIMSELF WAS UNTOUCH- 50 MARIUS LEFT ROME UNDER A
ABLE, H\5 LIBERAL FRIENDS KEPT GETTING CLOUD, AND IN A HUFF.
MURDERED, EVEN IN MARIUS'S OWN HOUSE.

7 A

PELTED To DEATH WITH Roo
TILES, FOR E-KAMPEEH-»- i

MEANWHILE, ROME'S NON-ROMAN

UNDER ROMAN LAW, THE ITALIANS WERE
ITALIAN NE\GHBORS WERE STEAMING...| | NOT CITIZENS, BUT “ALLIES.” UNABLE TO
THE LAND REFORM PROGRAM WAS SUE, THEY DECLARED WAR IN 90 B.C.
PUTTING ROMANS ON ITALIAN-OWNED
I TELL You, NO LAWYER
IN ROME WOULD Tau/CH
TS CASE—HEY 2+

BUT LOOK! | GOT
£p5! TITLES/
INK SLIPS! YOUCHERS!
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THE SENATE, FULL OF LANDLORDS,
DETESTED T. 6RACCHUS, BUT COULDN'T
LEGALLY BLOCK HIS LAWS...

IT% 50
FRUSTRATING?

£

GRACCHUS AND 300 OF HIS PARTY WERE
BEATEN TO DEATH AND PITCHED IN
THE RIVER.

.

50 THEY ACCUSED HIM OF TREASON,
GATHERED A MOB, AND ATTACKED THE
TRIBUNE WITH FURNITURE FRAGMENTS.

ToUCH TH,
TRIBUNE

i

”
"

BUT TIBERIUS HAD A BRAVE YOUNGER

BROTHER, AND N 126, 6AIUS GRACCHUS
WAS ELECTED TRIBUNE.

NOT ONLY DID HE PASS A LAND REFORM
BILL, BUT UNTIL 122 HE WAS THE VIRTUAL
BOS5 OF ROME.

[TRIBUNE TuREE YEARS | AND 400N TO BE |

INA Row? HE“ ...
ONGoNGT TR UNCoNsous

UNCONSCIENABLE

AGAIN THE SENATE SENT ITS MOB, AND;
GAIUS GRACCHUS WENT THE WAY OF
HIS BROTHER.
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SULLA CALLED
' HIMSELF "LUCKY"
(FELIX) AND IN A
WAY HE WAS: HE
PIDN'T LIVE TO

IN 74, A GLAPIATOR NAMED

SPARTACUS LED A BREAK-

OUT FROM THE SLAVE PENS.
N

SLAVES ROSE ACROSS ITALY, |
AND FOR TWO YEARS THEY
OUTDUELLED THE ROMAN
LEGIONS.

s M WE Ul WHAT-AND
SEE ALL HIS SHOLLONT HNE ] |t e ) A
WORK COME TO FlGHT GLAPATOR THING... ) DEFEAT?
NOTHING... IT P
STARTED WITH A
SLAVE REVOLT...

CRAS5US, THE GENERAL WHO FINALLY DEFEATED SPARTACUS, AND POMPEY, WHO
SHARED THE CREDIT, SLAUGHTERED AND CRUCIFIED THOUSANDS OF SLAVES,
MARCHED THEIR LEGIONS TO ROME, AND "REQUESTED" THE CONSULSHIP.

CRAS5US (PLAYED BY

LAURENCE OLIVIER IN

THE MOVIE SPARTACUS)
WAS ROME'S RICHEST
CITIZEN ANV SHARPEST
BUSINESSMAN, WHOSE ENTER-
PRISES INCLUDED AGRICULTURE,
INSURANCE, AND A PRI-
VATE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

WHENEVER A FIRE BROKE

OUT IN ROME, CRASSUS'S

BRIGADE WOULD RUSH TO
THE SCENE...

BUT THEY WOULDN'T DELI-
VER THE 5ERVICE UNTIL

THE VICTIM $I6NED UP WITH
THE INSURANCE COMPANY/!

<. AR WAIT... LET ME
- CAN'T THIS WAT
UNTIL TOMORROW? NO... BY
JUPITER, THET PRINT
15 SMALL...
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AS ITALY BURNED,

CONSERVATIVES KNEW -|
WHOM TO BLAME.

FORCED TO END THE WAR BY GRANTING
CITIZENSHIP TO THE ITALIANS, CON-
SERVATIVES CHEERED AS GENERAL
CORNELIUS SULLA TURNED HIS FURY
ON THE POPULAR PARTY.

SULLA MARCHED AN ARMY TO ROME AND
SUPERVISED THE ASSASSINATION OF
HUNDREDS OF “ENEMIES OF THE $TATE”

5

BUT WHEN SULLA LEFT FOR A FOREIEN
WAR IN 86 B.C., MARIUS CAME BACK,
RAVING LIKE A LUNATIC, AND SLAUGH-
TERED SULLA’S FRIENDS.

THOUSANDS...

WAT! THIS
) \5 A REPUBLIC!

“/ sz‘a TALK..
AN

CRINMINALS -

MARIUS DIED OF OLD AGE.. SULLA RETURNED
IN 82, AND THIS TIME, HE SYSTEMATICALLY KILLED

SAMEMI PAY \T NO MIND,
SENKTORS.. TUHT COMMON

AFTER REVERSING EVERY POPULAR |
REFORM OF THE PAST zoo
YEARS, SULLA RESIGNED AS
DICTATOR AND RETURNED TO
HIS COUNTRY HOUSE, WHERE
HE EXPIRED FROM OVEREATING
IN 78 B.C.

MORE BLOOD
SPUSAGE,
2ire?
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FARTHER EAST, ROMAN

IN GREECE, ROME DECIMATED ATHENS (I.E.,
KILLED EVERY TENTH PERSON), RAZED CORINTH, WARS, SLAVE RAIDS, AND
SLAUGHTERED INTELLECTUALS AND DEMOCRATS, TAXES RUINED WHOLE
AND STOLE ALL THAT GOOD ART. NATIONS.
AND REMEMEBER, IF THE BoAT HOW MAKY LANGUAGES
SINKS, MY INSURANCE BN [JAI/E A WORD
GUARANTEES ME REPLACEMENT g/ FOR “KILLED BVERY

IO™ PERSON 7

ART OF EQUAL VALUE. ¥

THE ISLAND OF DELOS BECAME ROME'S GREAT HUMAN CLEARING HOUSE, ABLE
TO MOVE UP TO 10,000 SLAVES A DAY...

SMALL FARMERS WERE
PUSHED OFF THE LAND BY

IN ITALY AND SICILY THESE WRETCHES WENT

TO WORK ON GREAT PLANTATIONS. SICILY NOW
GREW THE GRAIN THAT MADE ROMES BREAD. mi SENATORIAL SLAVE-
TERS.

AND WUAT WAPPENS THIS 19 YOUR OPPORTUN Ty
To U% FREE To STRIKE T RicH I\ THE
S1CILIAN FARMERS 7 BIG <ITY.
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OR MANY IN

ROME, THE
REVOLT WAS A
WAKE-UP CALL! \F
CTIZENS NO LONGER
OWNED LAND, |F THE
CITY DEPENDED FOR
FOOD ON OVERSEAS
SLAVE PLANTATIONS,

/| WHAT WOULD

BECOME OF THE
REPUBLIC?

il

dilititali

S0ME SENKTOR
Took My LAND,
AND NOW HE WANTS
ME TO FIGUT FOR

SOUR" COUNTRY/

IN 133 B.C, THE PEOPLE ELECTED
A RADICAL TRIBUNE, TIBERIUS

GRACCHUS PROPOSED A BILL TO GIVE LAND
TO THE LANDLESS. WHEN THE OTHER
TRIBUNE VETOED, 6RACCHUS HAD HIM THROWN
OUT BODILY.

DON'T TOUCH
THe TRIBUNE?
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THE LANDLESS FLOCKED TO ROME, RUBBING ELBOWS WITH THE NEWLY RICH
WHO PROFITED FROM THE WARS.. HOUSING WAS CROWDED, FIRES FREQUENT,
FOOD SOMETIMES EXPENSIVE...

Ty,

b immie
gy
nmummmllllﬂ ¥
M g

IN 736 B.c., THE SLAVES OF SICILY ROSE IN REVOLT. THE UPRISING, WHICH
INTERRUPTED ROME'S VITAL GRAIN SUPPLIES, TOOK YEARS TO PUT DOWN, WITH
IMMENSE LO%% OF LIFE ON BOTH $IDES...

BUMMER!

15 ANTIQUITY RELEVANT?
TRY THIS: AFTER THE
PUNIC WARS, THE ROMANS
LEVELED CARTHAGE FAIRLY
FLAT, BUT ONE THING THEY
PRESERVED: A LATIN TRANS-
LATION OF THE CARTHA-
GINIAN SLAVE-OWNER'S
MANUAL.

EVERY CULTURE UAs
SOMETHING OF VALug!

THI5 BOOK WENT THROUGH
COUNTLESS EDITIONS FOR

MANY CENTURIES, BEING READ
BOTH IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE

AND THE ARAB CIVILIZATIONS|
THAT BEGAN THE AFRICAN
SLAVE TRADE...

©WORK ‘EM HARD...
PAY M LITTLE.---
TELL POSTERITY
THAT YOU TREAT

AND 50 THE PUNIC PRINCI- |
PLES WERE PASSED STRAIGHT
TO AMERICA'S LATIN-EDUCATED
FOUNDING FATHERS. RELE-
VANT? COULPD BE..

\F | sgEM SORE, TS
BECAUSE | HAVE GJANTS
STANDING ON MY
SHOULDERS...

WITH AOLOGIES,
To OL' |5AAC
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RAVAGE THE ROMANS..*

1 KNEW
THOSE ROMANG
HAP PLENTY
OF ENEMIES!

*BECAUSE ROMAN VETERANS OF THE PREVIOUS
PUNIC WAR HAD SETTLED ON GALLIC LANDS.

IN ITALY, HORDES OF G6AULS FLOCKED TO
HANNIBAL'S BANNER, ONLY TOO READY TO

BUT HANNIBAL WOULD HEAD NO
HORDES! A TACTICAL MASTER, HE
TRAINED HIS TROOPS CAREFULLY.

IF WE LOE,
WE CAN STILL

PUT ON A GREAT
KALFTIME SHOW
AT THE CIRCUS..

NO ROMAN COULD MATCH HIM.. AFTER SEVERAL MEDIUM DEFEATS, THE ROMANS
SUFFERED A BI6 ONE: THE BATTLE OF CANNAE (216), WHERE TENS OF

AND THEN, A BLUNDER: AFTER CANNAE,
HANNIBAL COULD HAVE MARCHED ON
ROME—BUT HE PIDN'T!

AN ARMY

WA% To EAT...
THe ROMANS
| BURNED EVERY
FIELD AROUND
AND JUsT TRY
GETTING A
\ TABLE FOR
A 70,000..

/83

INSTEAD, HE WENT SOUTH AND SPENT
FOURTEEN AIMLESS YEARS WITHOUT
SETTLING ANYTHING.
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BUT CARTHAGE BOUNCED IN 221, HAMILCAR'S DARING GRANDSON HANNIBAL

i BACK, THANKS TO THE PUNIC BEGAN MARCHING ON ROME FROM THE REAR—FROM
GENERAL HAMILCAR BARCA SPAIN, THROUGH GAUL, OVER THE ALPS, INTO ITALY.
'("LIGHTNING HAMILCAR"),

WHO INVADED SPAIN, SEIZING

ITS RICH MINES AND POOR

CITIZENS FOR HIS ARMY.

THE ALPS WEREN'T EASY: ELEPHANTS
FROZE; MEN PLUNGED INTO CREVASSES;
THE SWIS5 GAVE BAD DIRECTIONS...

WHAT DID
THEY MEAN,
“Yo-DE-LAY-

HE -HOO 2™

TWO THIRDS OF THE PUNS
PERISHED, BUT HANNIBAL
WAS AN OPTIMIST!

ONE THIRD SURVINED!
FORWARD”
>
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TO ROME, THIS VICTORY HAD A HEADY SCENT..
AND WHERE ROMAN NOSES LED, ROMAN ARMS
FOLLOWEP... IN SHORT, SENATE-SENT ARMIES
NOW PROJECTED ROMAN POWER INTO SPAIN...
GREECE... ILLYRIA... ASIA MINOR... AFRICA...

ARRIGs

& oot 1 ‘&K

AND IN THE PROCESS, THE ROMANS DID A FEW THINGS THAT MIGHT SEEM
TRIFLE HARSH, EVEN TO A PERSON OF THE 20™ CENTURY... FOR EXAMPLE:

IN SPAIN, 4000 SPANISH REBELS SURREN-
DERED AFTER THE ROMAN GOVERNOR

PROMISED TO SPARE THEM.. AND THEN
WERE SLAUGHTERED ON ORDERS OF
THE SENATE.

AFTER A THIRP PUNIC WAR, ROME TORE
CARTHAGE TO THE GROUND AND SALTED
ITS FIELDS (146 B.L.).

=

"7””4‘31\\ )






images/00188.jpeg
50 THE WAR WAS DECIDED ELSEWHERE:
IN SICILY, WHERE THE ROMANS TOOK
SYRACUSE, DESPITE ITS AMAZING

| PEFENSE ENGINES...

AT THE SPANISH NEWS,
HANNIBAL HURRIED HOME
TO AFRICA.

SYRACUSE'S DEFENSES WERE DESIGNED BY

THE GREEK ARCHIMEDES (207-212 B.L.),
THE GREATEST MATH GENIUS OF ANCIENT
TIMES. (HE'S MOST FAMOUS FOR LEAPING OUT OF
HIS BATH AND STREAKING THROUGH THE STREETS,
INSPIRED BY HIS DISCOVERY OF BUOYANCY.)

= S G 2

SCIPIO GAVE CHASE, AND
THEY MET AT THE
BATTLE OF ZAMA IN zoz.

MOVE ALONG.

CARTHAGE SURRENDERED...

AND IN SPAIN, WHERE ROME'S ScCIPIO
AFRICANUS LED A NEAR-MIRACULOUS

ASSAULT ON THE PUNIC STRONGHOLD
OF NEW CARTHAGE.

THE WAR WAS OVER.. AND
HANNIBAL SET SAIL FOR
MORE ADVENTURES IN THE
EAST, FAR FROM ROME...

N

(L,

WHEN. THE ROMANS
ENTERED SYRACUSE
IN 212, ARCHIMEDES
WAS POODLING OUT
SOME MATH PROBLEM
IN THE SAND.. A
ROMAN 5OLDIER
ORDERED HIM TO

ARCHIMEDES WASN'T QUICK ENOUGH... THE ROMAN
KILLED HIM.. AND LATER GENERATIONS TOLD
THE STORY TO CONTRAST THE GREEKS' HIGH-
MINDEDNESS WITH ROMAN HAMHANDEDNESS.

BUT IT MAY NOT BE 50 SIMPLE... REMEMBER,
ARCHIMEDES ALSO DESIGNED THE WAR ENGINES
THAT HAD KILLED THOUSANDS OF ROMANS!

o)
A
WAR

INAL

. (RIMI 2
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WAR AGAINST PUNS

AT THE END OF THE
SAMNITE WARS, A BAND
OF SAMNITES FLED TO

ATTACKED BY THEIR NEIGHBORS, THESE MAMERTINE
CORSAIRS ASKED FOR HELP FROM THE NEAREST
GREAT POWERS: ROME ANV CARTHAGE (SEE P. 154).

SICILY, SWORE AN OATH
TO THE WAR 6OD
MAMERS (OR MARS),
ATTACKED A TOWN,
SLAUGHTERED THE MEN,
MARRIED THE WOMEN,
AND BEGAN LIVING OFF
PIRACY...

MEN OF CARTHAGE! PROTECT
U9 AND GAIN A STRATEGIC
POSITION W S/¢/ty?

MEN OF Rome!
LIKE HE SAID?

BE ROME'S FIRST OVERSEAS ADVENTURE.

ITALY 1S ENOUGK FOR HEY, BUT THEIR
U%, AND ANYWAY,
THESE GuY% ARE

IN ROME, DEBATE WAS HOT: THI$ WOULD

WEDDING CU5ToMS

WHEN THEY ARRIVED, THERE WERE THE_‘
CARTHAGINIANS, ALSO "HELPING OUT."

THEY CLASHED, SETTING OFF THE FIRST!
PUNIC WAR ("PUNIC" BECAUSE CARTHAGE
WAS PHOENICIAN).
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PDIRECTED BY APPIUS CLAUDIUS, CONSUL AND ENGINEER, ROMANS BUILT THEIR
\FIRST MILITARY ROAD, THE APPIAN WAY, A5 WELL AS AN AQUEDUCT, TO
BRING WATER, AND THE CIRCUS MAXIMUS, FOR CHARIOT RACES.

S

Pw ELL, w;ﬂMAY ;31"\‘ 32:

1LO50,

s:.'f&é AgE éo{'v AT WAR

ANP»CON:ETR‘K;’ _mr/o,vr

WHAT D \s
MEAN 22 g

APPIUS DESIGNED HIS

WAY TO 60 MORE OR

LESS STRAIGHT FROM
POINT A TO POINT B, EVEN IF
IT MEANT SOME PRETTY STEEP
GRADES NOW AND THEN...

LATER ROMAN ENGINEERS DID
MORE SURVEYING ANV EARTH
MOVING, AND TUEIR ROADS
WERE A LITTLE EASIER ON
THE LEGS.

BUT ALL OF THEM USED DUR-
ABLE MATERIALS, PEEP

FOUNDATIONS, ANp 6000
PRAINAGE, WHICH 15 WHY
50 MANY ROMAN ROADS SUR-

VIVE TO THE PRESENT DAY.

o “WERASTRUCTURE"—
ON'T THAT LATIN
FOR S0METHING -
OR-OTHER ?
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THE RAVEN WAS SCRUBBED... THE SIDES WERE EVENLY MATCHED.. THE WAR
DPRAGGED ON, MOSTLY IN SICILY, FOR 25 YEARS... AND EVENTUALLY, CARTHAGE

WAS THE FIRST TO GIVE OUT, AND GIVE UP...

CARTHAGE PAID A GREAT SUM OF MONEY, AND ROME
NOW CONTROLLED SICILY AND SARDINIA.

ONE OF THE MOST

PUZZLING PUNIC CUSTOMS

WAS CHILD SACRIFICE:|
IN TIMES OF $TRESS, THE
CHIEF FAMILIES OF CARTHAGE
WOULD SACRIFICE THEIR OWN
CHILDREN IN A RITUAL KNOWN

QUIET! OR
YOU'RE NEXT!

5CHOLARS HAVE SUGGESTED
MANY THEORIES TO EXPLAIN
THE CUSTOM:
A PRUb-INDUCED
ABBERATION!

LED To THEIR

r
) WEEDING POWNFALLY
OUT UbLY BABIES, THEY

FOR ROME, THIS WAR
BROUGHT SOME FIRSTS:
THE FIRST ROMAN NAVY,
THE FIRST OVERSEAS
PROVINCES, AND THE
FIRST TIME ROME HAD
ENSLAVED WHOLE CITIES
AT A TIME...

ONE IDEA T HAVEN'T SEEN
15 THIS: IN A SOCIETY LIKE!
CARTHAGE’S, RULED BY A
GROUP OF ELITE FAMILIES
WITH NO KING, THE LEADERS
NEEDED TO FEEL THAT EACH
FAMILY WAS SACRIFICING
EQUALLY...

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER, WERE
LOOKING' OVER EACH OTHER'S
“HOULDER..
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CARTHAGE RULED THE WESTERN SEAS, [ | BUT THE LANDLUBBERLY ROMANS BUILT
WITH A COMPLETE MONOPOLY ON SHIP- | [ A NAVY, EQUIPPED WITH A NEW TYPE OF
GRAPPLING IRON CALLED THE "RAVEN.”

PING IN
1 4

=7\ von'T
THINK We
CAN WAVE )
OUT THAT
FAR...

WHEN DROPPED, THE RAVEN BECAME A BRIDGE TO THE ENEMY SHIP, TURNING A

SEA BATTLE INTO AN INFANTRY ENGAGEMENT.

BUT RAVENS WERE HEAVY,
NOT WHAT YOU'D WANT UP
YOUR MAST IN HIGH SEAS!
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NOW THAT THE
CLASSES HAD QUIT
BASHING EACH
OTHER, THEY SET
OUT TO BASH
EVERYONE ELSE.

why BE
CHOOSY?

BEGINNING IN 290, THEY PUSHED SOUTH, AGAINST
THE SAMNITES.

WHEN TUIS 1S
OVER, WE T~
PUT A '
TUROUGH HERE!

INVADED ITALY...

(THERE WAS A BRIEF INTERRUPTION IN
THE 2805 WHEN THE GREEK PYRRHUS

PYRRHUS WON BATTLE AFTER BATTLE,
BUT LOST S0 MANY MEN THAT HE HAD
TO QUIT, AND THE PHRASE “PYRRHIC
VICTORY" ENTERED THE LANGUAGE...)

CONGRATULATIONS ) MEN!
! LET'% 60 HOME!

ROME RESUMED THE SAMNITE WARS, AND BY THE YEAR 260 B.C. HAD MASTERED |
ALL OF ITALY, FROM THE PO TO THE TOE.
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LET'S HAVE ANOTHER
LOOK AT THIS ROMAN
GOVERNMENT, NOW
THAT THE PLEBS WERE
MORE INVOLVED.

BESIDES THE SENATE, CONSULS, AND TRIBUNES, ROME
NOW SPROUTED MORE OFFICERS: PRAETORS, QUAES-
TORS, AND CENSORS, EACH WITH HIS DUTIES..

GIMPLE: THE PRAETOR'S
LIKE A MAYOR... QUAESTORS
é\:NE Jubé-::z AND THE
SoR. THE CENSUS
AND BANS SMOUT...

THERE WAS ALSO A POPULAR ORGAN OF GOVERN-
MENT, THE TRIBAL ASSEMBLY. (“TRIBUNE™ AND
“TRIBUTE” BOTH COME FROM “TRIBE.”)

BUT UNLIKE SOME POPULAR
ASSEMBLIES, THIS ONE DID
NOT OPERATE ON THE
PRINCIPLE OF ONE MAN,
ONE VOTE.

WHAT
PRISQIPLE

poES ™,
FOLLOW?

OHE WOMAN,
NO VOTE...

FOR VOTING PURPO%ES, EVERY
ROMAN WAS ASSIGNED TO A TRIBE,
AND EACH TRIBE HAD ONE VOTE.

BUT WHAT \F OUR
TRIBE 15 BIGGER
THAN YoyR TRIBE?,

THEN VW A
HAFPY GUY 1P

17

DESPITE THE LARGE PLEBEIAN MAJORITY
IN THE ROMAN POPULATION, LESS THAN
HALF THE TRIBES WERE PLEBEIAN.

THIS UNDERREPRESENTATION PROTECTED
THE INTERESTS OF THE UPPER CLASSES.

"CHECKS AND BALANCES,”
CHUMS *
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SOME PATRICIANS REBELLED,
\E6., CORIOLANUS... (YOU
CAN FIND THE DETAILS IN
SHAKESPEARE.)

OTHERS RESPONDED BY
TRYING TO cOOPT THE
PLEBS...

WHAT CAN 1 GET You,
TRIBUNE? LAND? HORSES?
MARRY MY AUGHTER?

FOR THE NEXT é0
YEARS, THE
STRUGGLE BETWEEN
THE CLASSES
SEESAWED.

WITH A BRIEF INTER-
RUPTION AROUND 390
B.c., WHEN THE SAULS
INVADED ITALY.

IN THE IMMENSE BATTLE, THE $CREAMING GALLIC HORDE
SLAUGHTERED THE WELL-TRAINED, DISCIPLINED ROMANS.

T N

Q

A% THE NORTHERN WARRIORS APPROACHED ROME, IT'S SAID, THE CAPITOL

GEESE WERE THE FIRST TO NOTICE.

172
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AT THIS
POINT,
THEOPOSIVS
TURNED TO
ANOTHER
PROJECT:
BRINGING
PAGANISM
AND HERESY
TO AN END
FOREVER.

HE ENCOURAGED THE FOLLOW-
ERS OF THE ROMAN CHURCH
TO TAKE OVER THE EASTERN
CHURCHES AND KICK OUT THE
ARIANS.

\F YOU LOVE
GOD, 6IVE ME
BVERYTHING
ANp GET OUT”

HE APPLAUPED THE BANDS OF
PDESTROYER MONKS WHO
ROAMED THE COUNTRYSIDE
PILLAGING PAGAN SHRINES.

HE SUPPORTED THE RIOTING EGYPTIAN ZEALOTS WHO ATTACKED TEMPLES—
AND LIBRARIES!—FULL OF THINGS PAGAN, SECULAR, OR JUST OLD.

BUT THIS STUFF IN 390, THEOPOSIUSS
WAS MILD GENERAL BUTHERIC
COMPARED TO WAS LYNCHED IN
WHAT HAPPENED THESSALONICA, GREECE.
WHEN BISHOP B
AMBROSE OF

MILAN 6OT THE

EMPEROR’S EAR.

T HAPPENED
LIKE THIS...

N REPLY, THE
EMPEROR LET
THE ARMY
MASSACRE
THE 600D
CITIZENS OF
THESSALONICA.
SrRe- -~

ORDERED
THEOPOSIUS
TO DO AYEARS
PENANCE.
CHURCH NOW
RULED STATE!
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THE LEADER OF THIS
MUTINY, SICINIUS, 15
BARELY REMEMBERED, EVEN
THOUGH HE ACCOMPLISHED
ONE OF THE GREATEST
FEATS IN ROMAN HISTORY:

PLEBS AND SENATE CREATED A NEW OFFICE IN
THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT, DESIGNED STRICTLY TO

PROTECT THE PLEBS: TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE.

! M_“V‘ﬁ’\'
/A/Al:';/rﬁ;‘lngL WHY CopLDN'T ¥ um ... BECAUSE
CHANGE?!

WE PRoMISED
NOT 70, T

THNK..

WE JusT KieL
THEM?

ELECTED BY THE TRIBES, TRIBUNES
WERE PERSONALLY INVIOLATE, I.E., IT
WAS ILLEGAL TO LAY HANDS ON THEM.

N7 E
DURING THE SECESSION, FIVE TRIBUNES!
WERE CHOSEN—INCLUDING SICINIUS.

RANG WITH THEIR VETOES!

TRIBUNES HAD THE POWER TO VETO ANY LAW
PASSED BY THE SENATE. FOR CENTURIES, ROME

[excuse me Yo vm
ARE You A | Looking
TRIBUNE? 4 FOR My BoY,

Vitor
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THE NEXT EMPEROR,
\THEODOSIUS, INHERITED
A MESS, BUT HE WAS NOT

WITHOUT RESOURCES.
| R ————

| STILL HAVE THE WEALTH
OF THE EAST, MY NATINE
WIT, ANP PRIESTS WHO
SPEPK GOTHIC?

A GERMAN OF THE ASSETS TO WIN OVER
VANDAL TRIBE, WHO AS MANY GERMAN
BECAME THEODOSIUS’S
RIGHT-HAND MAN.

HE ALSO HAD STILICHO,| | THE EMPEROR USED HIS

CHIEFS A% POSSIBLE...

LOOK TO YOUR'Y' TuiMk+ YOU
S0UL, ALARIC! [ AN ENJOY
THIS WILL [ CIVILIZATION,
HELP... NDT“b_\IRFCI(

el

\

AND THEN $ET THE

FRIENDLY GERMANS ON | | THE EMPIRE, NEAR THE GREAT CITIES, AND ALL
THE UNFRIENDLY ONES! WAS QUIET, OR AT LEAST QUIETER.. %%

BY 385, MILLIONS OF GERMANS HAD SETTLED INSIDE

ACH, U LiEBeR

UBUSTINE,
y‘)luggﬂ;sw J

OF sT. AUGUSTINE, SON OF

WATER PER DAY.

MOTHER 50 STRICT THAT SHE ALLOWED HER
CHILDREN ONLY THREE SMALL GLASSES OF

WE CAN GET A GLIMPSE OF DALY LIFE IN | |YOUNG AUGUSTINE REBELLED, FALLING IN LOVE
THE LATE 3005 FROM THE CONFESSIONS WITH—BUT NOT MARRYING—AN “INAPPROPRIATE"

A CHRISTIAN [ [WOMAN, WHO BORE HIS CHILD.

BUT WHEN HIS MOTHER DIED, AUGUSTINE FLIPPED | [50 HE DID THE “RIGHT” THING: DITCHED HIS Mi5-

WITH GRIEF.

BAD--BUT now

ILL Be GOOP%

TRESS AND LEFT FOR ROME TO SEEK TRUTHA

MOM! \ wps % WHERE'S Mr\'

SO CHILP
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CONCO D THE NEXT 20 YEARS WERE UNSTABLE.. EXTERNALLY,
THE ARMY UNDER THE PATRICIAN CAMILLUS HAD TO

BATTLE THE GAULS AND OTHERS...

FOR ROME, THE FIRE MARKS
THE END OF LEGEND AND
THE BEGINNING OF HISTORY...
MANY DOCUMENTS WRITTEN
AFTER 387 HAVE SURVIVED...
WHICH, IN A WAY, ONLY
MAKES THE STORY MURKIER...

AT LEAST
ARE CLEAR...

INTERNALLY, ROME SAW PLEBEIAN
REVOLTS, RIOTS, SHAKY GOVERNMENTS,
SOMETIMES NO GOVERNMENT...

THE GAULS
ENDED UP
WITH A PIECE
OF NORTHERN
ITALY, SOUTH
OF THE ALPS.

UNTIL THE YEAR 367 B.c., WHEN THE PLEBEIAN TRIBUNES LICINIUS AND SEXTUS
PUSHED THROUGH A PROGRAM THAT BECAME THE BASIS OF THE REPUBLIC'S
CLASSIC CONSTITUTION: BESIDES RELIEVING DEBTORS, THEIR LAWS OPENED ALL
STATE OFFICES TO PLEBEIANS.
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A FEW MONTHS LATER, THEO-
DO5IUS PIED. HIS TWO SONS
DIVIDED THE EMPIRE, ARCADIUS
IN THE EAST AND HONORIUS
IN ROME. BUT ROME WASN'T

WHAT IT USED TO BE..

THE TEMPLES,
EVERYONE
EXPECTS THE

AT THIS POINT, ALARIC MARCHED HIS
GOTHS INTO ITALY, IGNORING RAVENNA
AND HEADING FOR ROME.

WHEN THE PEPPER RAN OUT, THE
GOTHS CAME BACK FOR A SECOND
VISIT, AND THE CITIZENS OPENED

THE GATES...

THE RECORD 15 MURKY, BUT APPARENTLY HONORIUS
HAD SOME SQUABBLE WITH A GOTHIC KING NAMED
ALARIC. 50 HONORIUS MOVED HI5 CAPITAL TO
RAVENNA, SAFELY SURROUNDED BY SWAMPS.

THE ONLY GOTHS WHO "\
CAN GET INHERE. _ARE
GOTHIC MOSQUITOS.

AT THE GATES OF ROME, HE PEMANDED
5,000 LBS. OF GOLD AND 3,000 LBS.
OF PEPPER(!). THE DIALOG WAS THIS:

THE THICkER
THE HAY, THE
EAS(ER Tve
MOWING ??,

BEWARE ALaRic?
THERE ARE LOTS OF
U%) AND WE'RE

THEIR THIRD VISIT TO ROME WAS IN
THE YEAR 410...

295~
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N 387, THE GAULS SWEPT INTO ROME AND BURNEPD IT DOWN. ALL HISTORICAL
RECORDS WENT UP IN SMOKE, WHICH EXPLAINS WHY EVERYTHING EARLIER THAN
387 BELONGS TO THE REALM OF LEGEND...

OUR WORK &
PONE HERE, MTERK!
LET'S 6O GET OUR
OWN Comic BOOK I/
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PRODDED BY GUILT (AND BY AMBROSE,
NO DOUBT), THEOPOSIUS NOW
DECREED—ON FEB. 24, 391—THAT
ALL REMAINING PAGAN TEMPLES
WERE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC.

GUESS WE'LL JUST B
HAVE TO SACRIFICE £

WL SEWHERE !

WHEN PAGANS MOVED THEIR RITES
TO 6ROVES ANV FIELDS, THEODOSIUS
BANNED THAT PRACTICE, TOO (11/8/392).

IN 395, THEOPOSIUS MARCHED INTO ROME, STRIPPED THE TEMPLES, AND
DRAGGED THE STATUES OF THE 60D% THROUGH THE STREETS..

THE SENATE CONVERT-
ED.. 50 DID MO5T
CITIZENS... BUT WHO
KNOWS HOW MANY
OF THEM LONGED
FOR ROME’S ANCIENT
GODDESS OF VICTORY
OR DARED TO RISK
READING THE FUTURE

HE PUT THE QUESTION TO THE SENATE: WAS THE
EMPIRE TO BE RULED BY JUPITER OR JESUS?

i»-g;igr 73

@\\ ,/(A

OH GLORIOUS
LEADER "

294
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ST |
START WITH THE UPPER-CLASS BOYS' (LUB, OR SENATE.
SENATORS, THE SONS OF ROME'S OLDEST, NOBLEST
FAMILIES, HELD A LIFETIME TERM IN THIS LAWMAKING
BODY. SENATORS WERE ELECTED—BY THE SENATE.

50 ROME WAS NOW
A REPUBLIC. WHAT
bio THAT mean?
WELL, ACCORDING
TO TRADITION...

EACH YEAR THE SENATE CHOSE TWO THE CONSULS HAD AN ARMED GUARD OF
CONSULS, CHIEF EXECUTIVES WITH LICTORS, WHO ALSO ACTED AS POLICE.

KINGLY AUTHORITY FOR ONE YEAR.

AND AFTER
THE YEAR'S

5O AT FIRST, ROME WAS RULED BY THE | | THE REST OF THE LITIZENS WERE THE
OLD, NOBLE FAMILIES, OR PATRICIANS. PLEBEIANS, OR JUST PLAIN PLEBS.

OR AT LEAST BY THE
SONS OF THE OLD,
NOBLE FAMILIES..
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HIS BROTHER, THE NEW EMPEROR
VALENS, RECEIVED A DELEGATION
OF VI5I6OTHS, GERMANS FROM

ACRO%% THE DANUBE RIVER.

THEY PESCRIBED HORRIBLE RAIDS ON
THEIR FARMS AND TOWNS BY TRIBES
CALLED THE ALANS AND HUNS.

THEIR REQUEST WAS AMAZING: TO
MOVE THE WHOLE VISIGOTHIC
NATION ACRO%% THE RIVER INTO

ROMAN TERRITORY. BUT
< YOWLL HAVE
To CHECK
YOUR

WEAPONS

AT THE

@ IN THE SPRING OF 376, THE VISI-
GOTHS CROSSED—WHILE UPRIVER,
A SECOND TRIBE OF GERMANS
ALSO CROS5ED, SECRETLY...

289
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TARQUIN THE ONE OF THESE LADS, INFLAMED
PROUD WAS A BY THE BEAUTY OF HI$ FRIEND'S
TRUE TYRANT, WIFE LUCRETIA, BROKE INTO
SURROUNDED BY HER CHAMBER... .
TOADIES AND
YES-MEN, AND
HIS SONS WERE
NEARLY AS BAD!

- AND DID AS HE
PLEASED WITH HER.

DON'T BLAME me!
| NEVER HEARD
THIS WORD

TO PRESERVE THE FAMILY HONOR, A FAMILY FRIEND, TARQUIN'S NEPHEW
LUCRETIA TOLD ALL AND THEN STABBED JUNIUS BRUTUS, PULLED OUT THE
HERSELF. KNIFE, VOWING REVENGE.

To PRESERVE THE
oheree’ Jf WONGR OF THE
1 PATRIARCHAL
FAMILY !

WELL, ALL RIGHT,
SINCE You PuT
IT TUAT WAY.

BRUTUS, WHO UNTIL THEN HAD BEEN KNOWN AS WHEN IT WAS OVER
“THE DULLARD,” PISPLAYED THE CORPSE IN TOWN (507 B.L.), KINGS WERE '
TO INFLAME EVERYONE, THEN LED A REVOLT OUT, AND ROME HAD
AGAINST THE TARQUINS. BECOME A

—
HOW DARE THOSE TARQUING
INTERFERE WITH OUR

REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY?

REpUEIIE

WITH BRUTUS AS ITS
FIRST CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

/47
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AFTER JULIAN’S DEATH,
THE CHRISTIANS REVIVED
WITH THE EMPEROR
VALENTINIAN, A
FURIOUS, PARANOID
CHARACTER OBSESSED
WITH CONSPIRACIES
AND EVIL MAGICIANS—
BUT A CHRISTIAN!

IT% HARD TO KNOW IF
JULIAN, VALENTINIAN, OR
ANYONE (OULD HAVE
COPED WITH WHAT CAME
NEXT... YOU'LL RECALL THAT
THE FOURTH CENTURY WAS
WHEN CHINA WAS OVER-
RUN AGAIN AND AGAIN!

1IT'S HARD TO TRACE ALL THE MIGRATIONS, BUT
THERE'S NO QUESTION THAT PRESSURE WAS

BUILDING UP...

CENTRAL ASIA WAS IN
TURMOIL... THERE'S
EVIDENCE THAT cOOLING
CLIMATE WAS PUSHING
PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR
USUAL HOMES...

VALENTINIAN WAS DIMLY
AWARE OF ALL THIS,
BUT NO MATTER—
DURING A TEMPER
TANTRUM, HE BURST A
BLOOD VESSEL AND DIED.
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AND 50 FOUND THEMSELVES IN ONE DAY, THE ORDER TO MARCH WAS
COMMAND OF A MUTTERING ARMY. GIVEN, AND THE ARMY MARCHED—THE
WRONG WAY.

MEN! ARe You READY
FOR ANOTHER GLORIOUS

o RIGHT, THEN ! RIGHT!
CAMPAIGN ¢

FORWARD

THE MUTINOUS PLEBS
MARCHED OUT OF TOWN €MON> YOU PLEBS...

AND FORTIFIED A CAMP. FOR THE BODPD OF Tug

‘ \
THEY HAD SECEDED . ’ :
FROM THE STATE. 97%595‘3;;‘?;‘ BE l“‘ f
' B !

THEY JusT
DON'T APPREC/ATE ||

|

NOW THE $ENATE
AGREED TO NEGOTIATE!

170
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VALENS MET THE GOTHS

AT HADRIANOPLE, ON

AUGUST 9, 378, A

| DECISIVE DAY FOR THE
ROMAN EMPIRE.

WHEN IT WAS OVER, MOST
OF THE ROMAN ARMY
WAS DEAD, INCLUDING
THE EMPEROR, WHOSE
BODY WAS NEVER FOUND.

DOWN WITH
CIVILIZATION AS
A we kNow I M

4— v e o
k I EIRN

WHEN THE NEWS REACHED
CONSTANTINOPLE, A

QUICK-THINKING GENERAL
SENT SECRET ORDERS
TO ALL THE COMMANDERS
OF THE EAST.

OUR ARMIES [N
B5IA ARE FULL
OF (OTHg... A
CLEAR THREAT
T NATIONAL
SECURITY...

GOOD THING WE
ROMANG ARE
RUTHLESS..

ON THE ASSIGNED DAY, [AND ANNIHILATED 87,
ALL THEIR GOTHIC UNITS THE ROMANS FROM
WERE MUSTERED AT
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TRIBUNES

THE PATRICIANS MAY WELL
HAVE HAD ONLY THE GOOP
OF THE STATE AT HEART AT
ALL TIMES...

YES.. THAT'S Wry WE WANT
To HELP You “LITTLE PECPLI

50... WHILE THE PLEBS WERE OFF AT WAR—
WHICH WAS OFTEN—THE PATRICIANS HELPED
OUT THEIR FAMILIES WITH LOANS.

ANYTING YOU NEED
WHILE THE MAN'® AWAY ~
JUST NAME \T!

THAKRK You,
GODFATHER 1/

7

f/jm v
% ‘

AND LOANS MUST BE REPAID!
BHEM... ENFORCING

CAN'T RIGHT LOAN PAYMENTS
NoW... BUT T 16 TUE STATE...
KHOW HOW you

FEEL BBOUT THE

Goop of THE

KN_STATE...

=
[AND IF THE FOOT-50LDIER, WHO BASICALLY
LIVED OFF PLUNDER, HAD FAILED TO LOOT
ADEQUATELY, HE NOW FACED LOSING HIS
SAVINGS, WIS LAND, AND EVEN HIS FREEDPOM.

g:

BEGGARED, BEATEN, ENSLAVED,

AFTER THE NOBLE LENDERS HAD
MURDERED ENOUGH DEBTORS, THE

AND

| REMAIS HOPEFUL TUAT THE PLEBS
WILL COME TO THEIR SENSES WITHIN...
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WHAT POSSESSED VALENS
TO ADMIT AN ENTIRE—

SOMETIMES HOSTILE—
NATION INTO HIS MID5T?
IN A WORD:

MANY GERMANS ALREADY SERVED IN THE ROMAN
ARMY, FROM FOOT-SOLDIERS TO GENERALS, AND
VALENS WANTED MORE!

MANPOWER

'BUT HE HAD FORGOTTEN TO THINK ABOUT ONE THING: FOOD... WITH ALMOST
A MILLION PEOPLE IN CAMPS, SUPPLIES RAN SHORT.. AND HUNGER TURNED
TO ANGER WHEN SOME ROMANS TRADED ROMAN PO6S FOR 6OTHIC CHILDREN...

poyl
FEED HIM bl

HIM JUsT 85 1 He
WERE My OWN!

T

THE GOTHS DID WHAT ANY SELF- THEY PILLAGED THRACE... THE HUNS
RESPECTING PEOPLE WOULD HAVE DONE. AND ALANS JOINED THEM... BATTLES

WEY! \ THoubHT
YOu GAVE LP
YOUR WEARONS!
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IN THAT SAME YEAR, THE ALTHOUGH 1T WAS THE TWO TRIBUNES WHO HAD
OLD WARHORSE CAMILLUS REFORMED THE LAWS, CAMILLUS WAS THE ONE

DEDICATED A TEMPLE OF WHO BECAME KNOWN AS THE SECONP FATHER
CONCORD TO $YMBOLIZE OF HI5 cOUNTRY.

THE HARMONY BETWEEN

THE CLASSES.

LIKE ROME, CONCORD WASN'T BUILT UNTIL 326, WHEN ENSLAVEMENT FOR
IN A DAY! FOR THE NEXT 40 YEARS, DEBT WAS FINALLY ABOLISHED. NEVER
THERE WERE MORE REFORMS, AGAIN COULD ROMAN ENSLAVE ROMAN!

&0V NT COMMITTEES, RIOTS...
ERNME! M) WE CAN RELAX

AT LAST...

-
T
—= -
.
;szngE’;ZNTEV THE ROMAN RICH WITH A NEW BEFORE EXPLORING
¢ THE ANSWER, LET’S
NOTE THAT WEVE
WHoM WE Gonna NOW ABOUT
ENGLAVE NOW? : REACHED THE YEAR

OF ALEXANDER THE
GREAT’S DEATH, THE
BEGINNING OF THE
HELLENISTIC AGE,
AND THE POLITICAL
FRAGMENTATION
THAT GAVE ROME
SOME NEW OPPOR-
TUNITIES...
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GROOMED BY TANAQUIL, SERVIUS TULLIUS
| BECAME KING, TO THE ENVY OF
TARQUIN'S BIOLOGICAL SONS!

BETRAYED- BY OUR \ EVEN MORE THAN M
A M HURT

FINALLY, LUCIUS TARPUIN COULD
STAND IT NO MORE AND HEAVED
SERVIUS DOWN THE SENATE STEPS.

IN THE CHAOS, LUCIUS'S WIFE—SERVIUS'S | |AND LUCIUS TARQUIN BECAME TARQUIN
DAUGHTER—DROVE OVER HER OWN THE PROUD, ROME'S WORST AND
FATHER'S BODY, A5 SHE HURRIED TO | |FINAL KING.

HER HUSBAND'S SIDE...
' OHy DARLING »
ARE YoU ALL
RIGHT 702

Ié Eﬁl )ill’“’""n,

T

TARQUIN KILLED HIS ENEMIES, GRABBED THEIR WEALTH, MADE WAR, PUG A ]
SEWER, AND BUILT ROME'S FIRST GIANT MONUMENT: A TEMPLE TO JUPITER
TWICE THE 51ZE OF ATHENS' PARTHENON"
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NEXT SURPRISE: HE NOW MOVED ON
THE CAPITAL, AND SUDDENLY (361)
JULIAN WAS THE NEW EMPEROR!
ANY MORE SURPRISES?

JuST ONE: T

JULIAN ORPERED THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCHES TO GIVE BACK ALL THE
PROPERTY THEY HAD LOOTED FROM
THE PAGANS.

IR\ TR JUST THE LAND,
B-BUH -B-BUK-BUH..

BUILDINGS, Ao

o7

WORSHIP ZEUS 2 )
'

A BELIEVER IN THE SIMPLE LIFE,
JULIAN DROVE A HORDE OF HAIR-
DRESSERS, CHEFS, AND EUNUCHS
OUT OF THE IMPERIAL PALACE,

WITH NO JOB RETRAINING.

OTHER THAN THAT, HE DIDN'T REALLY
PERSECUTE THE CHRISTIANS.

YOU'RE QU/TE
EFFECTIVE
ENOUGH AT
PERGECUTING

THAT EVIL,
BVIC MAN?

THERE'S NO SAYING WHAT MIGHT HAVE
HAPPENED IF JULIAN HADN'T LAUNCHED
AN IMMENSE INVASION OF PERSIA IN
362... PLUNGING RASHLY INTO THE UN-
KNOWN, THE EMPEROR WAS KILLED,
ALONG WITH MOST OF HIS ARMY—A
CATASTROPHE THAT MAY HAVE CHANGED
EUROPEAN HISTORY FOREVER...
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AFTER A LAST
MINUTE BAPTISM,
CONSTANTINE
DIED IN 337.

QUICK!

HIS TWO SONS, CONSTANS
AND CONSTANTIUS, DIVIDED
THE EMPIRE, KILLED MANY
RIVALS AND COUSINS, AND
PROMOTED CHRISTIANITY.

UNFORTUNATELY, THIS DID NOTHING TO $TOP
THE GERMANS FROM INVADING GAUL AGAIN...
IN FACT, NOTHING COULD $TOP THEM.

UM NOT EVEN
TRYING, \N0
VLL TELL You

JULIAN, RAISED AS A PHILOSOPHER

\F YOu BEAT EM,
YOU JusT HAVE To
FACE THOSE TWO

PARANOID EnPERORS,

MISSIONARIES, LIKE THE
SAINTED, THOUGH ARIAN,
ULFILAS, WENT OFF TO
CONVERT THE GERMANS,
WITH SOME SUCCESS.

ACH! FEELH GOOD ”
WHERE'S MY SWORD?

AFTER SEVERAL DEFEATS,
CONSTANTIUS PUT JULIAN
IN CHARGE OF THE ARMY—
THE SON OF ONE OF THOSE
MURDERED cOUSINS.

—— |
\ WAVE COMPLETE FA'TH IN You?

% A \IRTUE, 50

| FORGIVE You?

MOVING “FASTER THAN RUMOR,” HE

POUNCED, BLOOPILY CHASING THEM
FAR INTO THEIR OWN LAND.

WITH NO MILITARY EXPERIENCE,
SURPRISED EVERYONE, ESPECIALLY
THE GERMANS.
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WHEN THEY GREW UP, THE TWINS
DECIDED TO FOUND A CITY...

WE'LL NEED~CURSE TUESE FLEAS —
ARCHITECTS, PLUMBERS , COOK%,
ACCOUNTANTS —ANYTHING ELSE?

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, THE FOLLOWERS
THEY GATHERED WERE AN ODD LOT.

you! WE'RE FOUNDING p C\TY! Do You
WAVE ANY 6KILLS? po

Um..I CAN REAY THE J
FUTURE FroM

WHEN THEY FOUND A 6OOP $POT,
THEY CONSULTED THE BIRDS* AND

BUT SOON A FIGHT BROKE OUT AND
ROMULUS MURDERED REMUS.

DOES THIS MEAN VT
WONT BE CALLED “REM?”

IN ANCIENT ROME, NO

SERIOUS DECISION WAS

EVER MADE WITHOUT
CONSULTING THE FORTUNE-
TELLERS, OR AUGURS, WHO
READ THE FUTURE FROM

BIRDS.

£ gh), & 4‘-@
il

RAN
2 (15 means
RAINS

ANY UNUSUAL BIRD ACTION,
FROM THE ODD GOO%E HONK
TO A STRAY EAGLE, COULD
BRING ALL STATE BUSINESS
TO A SCREECHING (OR
HONKING) HALT.

BUT THIS PIDN'T STOP ROMAN
GOURMETS FROM DEVELOP-

ING A TASTE FOR PEAcOCK
AND FLAMINGO.

FLAMINGO 4TufpEp

WITh CANARES

AND BLUEBIRDZ? ) THE BIRpS
ARE. FOR U%,

AND VICE VERGA™-

MM
N ROME,
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CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS!?

WHEN OUT OF THE WEST CAME
CONSTANTINE, THE FIRST
CHRISTIAN EMPEROR.

BUT NEVER MIND! CONSTANTINE WAS
READY TO FIGHT! A5 SOON A%

GALERIUS DIED (311), CONSTANTINE'S
ARMIES TOOK ON ALL RIVALS.

MEN?
LET ME EXPLAIN
A NEW CONCEPT:
PRAWING THE

SWORD FOR THE
PRINCE OF
PEACE”

CONSTANTINE’S FATHER HAD BEEN
AUGUSTUS OF THE WEST. WHEN
HE WAS DYING, CONSTANTINE RUSHED
TO HIS SIDE JUST IN TIME.

DPAD! 'M HERE!
You CAN DIE

JUST IN TIME, THAT 15, TO BE HAILED
CAESAR BY THE TROOPS—WITHOUT
DIOCLETIAN’S PERMISSION!

i
- [ 00,\T's BRIGHT
HALL, ( our uere —Jour
CONSTANTHE) e st
RN
PN

BY 3712, HE HAD ENTERED ROME,
UNDISPUTED MASTER OF THE WEST.
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GuYS AND BIRDS

THE EARLIEST DAYS
OF ROME ARE
MURKY AT BEST...
OUR SHOVELS
ASSURE US THAT
VILLAGES POTTED
THE ROMAN HILLS
A5 LONG AGO AS
o0 B.C... BUT
EVERYTHING ELSE
15 THE STUFF OF

ONCE UPON A TIME—BEGINS THE
LEGEND—TWIN BROTHERS NAMED
ROMULUS AND REMUS WERE

ABANDONED BY THEIR PARENTS...

THE BOYS WERE RAISED BY EITHER A
SHE-WOLF OR A PROSTITUTE (5AME
WORP IN LATIN)...

BRONZE WOLF, ¢.500 BC., WiTh BRONZE
BABIES AODED 2000 YepRS LATER .
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AND HE STARTED THE LAST PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS.* IN NICOMEDIA,
DIOCLETIAN’S CAPITAL, A CHRISTIAN CHURCH SAT DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM
THE PALACE. THERE WERE CHRISTIANS IN THE IMPERIAL BUREAUCRACY AND
EVEN IN DIOCLETIAN'S OWN FAMILY.

ONE DAY IN 298, THE IMPERIAL THEY BLAMED THE CHRISTIANS IN TUE

FORTUNETELLERS WERE UNABLE TO ROOM, WHO HAD BEEN FRANTICALLY

READ THE OMENS OF THE 6ODS5... CRO%5ING THEMSELVES TO DRIVE OUT
THE “PEMONS”.

AT FIRST, DIOCLETIAN REACTED MILDLY. BUT, | | AFTER THE ABDICATION
CG6ED ON BY RIS UNDER-EMPEROR CAESAR | | OF 305, GALERIUS TURNED
GALERIUS, UE ORDERED CHURCHES DEMOLISHED, | | EVEN MORE VICIOUS, SENDING
BIBLES BURNT, BISHOPS ARRESTED. CHRISTIANS TO THE MINES—
i AFTER CUTTING ONE
» ‘f/m HAMSTRING—OR PITCHING
& & WINEE | | THEM INTO DUNGEONS.

WITH PEOPLE
LIKE THAT

—~
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UNDER ROMULUS, ROMANS MADE WAR ALL AT LAST, ROMULUS DIED, UNDER MY5-
THE TIME, UNTIL THEY HAD OVERPOWERED TERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES: ACCORDING
ALL THEIR NEAREST NEIGHBORS. TO LEGEND, THE BODY VANISHED.

s
1S HE UNDERY - PHEW ! LETS
/R
¢

THE NEW KING, NUMA POMPILIUS, CALLED FOR | | NUMA SOUGHT ADVICE FROM A

PEACE, BUT THEN WORRIEP HOW TO CONTROL "WOOPLAND NYMPH." (SEE VOL
HI5 OWN ROMANS, 50 ACCUSTOMED TO 4 FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF
RAPINE AND PILLAGE. A LAWGIVER'S CONSULTANT.)

YEAH! We NEED HEY! WHO
AN BMOTIONAL

SHE POINTED OUT THE ADVANTAGES 50O NUMA INVENTED S0 MANY SACRED |
OF LOTS OF RELIGION. LAWS, CEREMONIES, ANV FESTIVALS, THAT
OBEDIBNCE TO THE GOPS INSTILS ROME GOT THE REPUTATION A% ITALY'S

REVERENCE FOR AUTHORITY... MOST PloUS cITY...
PERFORMING RITUALS BUILDS 4 T
GCOD HABITS; AND \T'LL oree. NOW eAn
Keep 'Em Busy... WE FIoHT?

TIME FOR THE
NEXT RITUAL'"
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CONSTANTINE NOW ORDERED HIMSELF A BRAND NEW CAPITAL CITY, AN EASTERN
ROME, DECORATED WITH SPLENDOR LOOTED FROM THE PAGAN TEMPLES
ACROSS THE EMPIRE.

AP THE 1Ty SHALL BE 2
NAMED...¥# .. CHR1SToPaL 15 NO..-

JESUSVILLE? WA-0%-. NEW

JERUSALEM? To0 ETHNIC ...
WAVT! | HAVE \T..

CONSTANTINOPOLIS Y

'A% THE CITY ROSE FAST AND SLOPPY,
CONSTANTINE TURNED TO THE NEXT
AGENDA ITEM:

MAKING EVERYPODY B
THINK ALIKE?? §

$vul [V vu
S

THE NEW RELIGION REQUIRED
EVERYONE TO HAVE THE SAME
OPINIONS. DISAGREEMENT, OR
HERESY, WAS NOT O.K.

MAKES SENGE— '\ you UAVE QUITE
HOW CAN THERE ) ," ponT TI—?EPE---
BE MORE THAN

ROME,
CONSTANTINGRLE

WHERE PID HERESIES

COME FROM? A TYPICAL
ONE ORIGINATED WITH
THE EGYPTIAN BISHOP
MELITUS, WHO HAD

SPENT NINE YEARS IN A
DUNGEON FOR HIS FAITH.

NOW HE WAS OUT, HE | | MELITUS PIDN'T APPROVE!

SAW A LOT OF WEAKER
YOU M 16NORING ...
SouLS comiNg BACk | | 2T o

TO THE CHURCH— PROBLEM wiw Tve

PEOPLE WHO HAD
DOVGED PERSECUTION "B"i"}l“‘;fﬁf You

BY SACRIFICING TO ] OH, LIGHTEN
THE ROMAN GODS!

WE CAN'T ALL BE A%
CRAZ — UM,
STRONG AS YOU...
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THE FLEDGLING ROMANS SOON NOTICED
'THE LACK OF AN ESSENTIAL INGRE-
PIENT FOR AN ETERNAL CITY: WOMEN.

&N

ROMULUS INVITED THE NEIGHBORING
SABINE TRIBE TO A GRAND TRACK MEET.

Bl FUN? WELL EAT LIKE HOGS
AND RUN THE /OO YARD DASH »*
BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY! “SPECIALLY
THE ~AREM~ WOMEN?

HANDS OFF...
WE'RE ROMANS |
NOT GREEKS...

THE SABINES ACCEPTED... THE THE ROMANS POUNCED ON THE SABINE WOMEN
RACE WAS ABOUT TO BEGIN... AND DRAGGED THEM AWAY!
AND THEN—

BY THE TIME THE %ABINE

MEN DECLARED WAR, THE
SABINE WOMEN ALREADY
HAD ROMAN BABIES, AND
THE WAR NEVER HAPPENED.

CONGRATULATIONS.
You ARE Now THE
PROUD ANCESTOR OF
ROMEe's MOST NOBLE
FAMILIES. DON'T 4CREW

BY THE WY,
WHAT T0OK
You 60 Low(?
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THROUGHOUT THE EMPIRE, THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS ABRUPTLY
STOPPED... AND NOT ONLY THAT.. BUT WHEN THE CHRISTIAN PRISONERS
EMERGEV FROM THE DUNGEONS, CONSTANTINE SHOWERED THEM WITH

FAVORS!

EMOLUMENTS?
SUBSIDIES 2 CHANGE
OF CLOTHES7 WHAT
WOULD YOU LIKE?

AND WHEN, IN THEIR ZEAL, THEY DE-
STROYED APAGAN TEMPLE OR TWO,
HE FORGAVE TUEM.

OR&NENEaé 15 A VIRTUE,
AFTER ALL.. Zpryme

TEAR... POWN...
TEMPLE...

THE ONLY CHRISTIAN THING CONSTANTINE
WOULPN’T PO WAS BE BAPTISED.

I'M A KING .. 5|N &) PERFECTLY...
PART OF MY JOB.. %:1:; K;\EP 5
STAND... oLU-
YOU UNDER! D. sl
SUBSIDIES
M ING..-

HE PICKED A FIGHT WITH THE EASTERN EMPEROR LICINIUS, AND BY 325,

CHRISTIAN OR NO, CONSTANTINE WASN'T SATISFIED WITH HALF AN EMPIRE.
CONSTANTINE RULED ALL. CHRISTIANS CHEERED AND PAGANS TREMBLED!

STRANGE CROWD
AT THE PARAPE
TODAY...
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WITHIN A YEAR, ALEXANDER HIMSELF
COLLAPSED AFTER ONE OF HI5
FAMOUS ALL-NIGHTERS.

IMALWNE! HE CONQUERED THE
WORLD BOMBED 00T OF Hi$ MINDY

HE ORDERED UP AN
IMMENSE FUNERAL
PYRE... IT TOOK
WEEKS TO BUILD
AND A DAY TO BURN.

HE DIED IN BABYLON ON JUNE 13,
323 B.L., AGED 33 YEARS.

SOOF! S "THE GREAT "
1© RIGHT...

A GOLDEN COFFIN, HOUSED IN A ROLLING SILVER TEMPLE PULLED BY 64 MULES,
CARTED THE CONQUEROR'S CORPSE TOWARDS MACEDON FOR BURIAL.
W 90..FOR THE ALEXANDER CO/N,

4 PO You FANOR THE GLAMOROUS
YOUNG CONQUERGR OR THE
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|T LOOKED LIKE THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE—BUT IT WASN'T. THE
EMPEROR GALLIENUS HAD INTRODUCED SOME NEW CONCEPTS INTO THE
ROMAN CALVARY. BARE-BACKED MOORISH JAVELIN PITCHERS, SYRIAN ARCHERS,
AND MOST IMPORTANT, PERSIAN-STYLE TOTALLY ARMORED KNIGHTS.

{IN 268, THE ROMANS MET THE GERMANS AT NAISSUS (NOW NISH, SERBIA),
AND WON A COMPLETE VICTORY \N ROME’S MOST IMPORTANT BATTLE

OF THE THIRD CENTURY.

SOMEHOW THE HEAVY

KNIGHT HAD TO STAY

ON HI$ STEED WITH-
OUT BENEFIT OF STIRRUPS,
WHICH HADN'T BEEN
INVENTED YET.

TO MOUNT A HORSE, A
SKILLFUL LIFTER WAS ESSEN-
TIAL. THE EMPEROR VALEN-
TINIAN ONCE ORDERED HIS
GROOM EXECUTED FOR
BOTCHING THIS JOB.

MaE ME LooK BAD,

\) S
Vi ZZ70:

THE STIRRUP, A CHINESE
INVENTION, WAS FIRST USED
STRICTLY A5 A WAY TO
STEP ONTO THE ANIMAL
WITHOUT HELP.

Tae 0 | RECERE
il
THAT? 4 CRANKY LATEL...
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HE HELD A MASS WEDDING: 10,000 SOLDIERS MARRIED THEIR ASIAN CONCUBINES;
WHILE ALEXANDER HIMSELF MARRIED THE PERSIAN PRINCESS BARSINE.

ACTUALLY, ALEXANDER ALREADY HAD A | | NO.. NO PATERNITY SUITS DOGGED
PERSIAN WIFE, ROXANE, BUT IN REALITY, | | ALEXANDER. THE LOVE OF HI$ LIFE WAS

THE GREAT ONE CARED FOR NO A MAN, HIS SIDEKICK, HEPHAESTION...
WOMAN (EXCEPT HI$ MOTHER). .

0. HERE'S YOUR \¢
ROOM...ROXANE WILL
INTRODUCE You TO
THE EUNUCHS... I'LL
BE BACK... 5oMBT/ME..

ALEXANDER PROMOTED HEPHAESTION BUT AFTER THE INDIA TRIP, HEPH DIED,
TO GENERAL, THEN SECOND-IN- POISONED EITHER BY DISGRUNTLED
COMMAND, AND FINALLY GRAND GENERALS OR HEAVY DRINKING... ALEX
VIZIER, OR PRIME MINISTER. LAY WITH THE BODY TWO DAYS..

HE HAS THE PERFECT
QUALIFICATION: COMPLETE
DEVOTION TO ME...
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THE FOREST FOLK

mEITHER PLAGUE NOR PERSIAN RUINED ROME. THAT HONOR WAS
RESERVED FOR THE TRIBES FROM THE DENSE FORESTS BEYOND THE
RIVER RHINE: THE MARCOMANNI, FRANKS, JUTHUNGI, GREUTHUNGI,
VANDALS, SUEBI, 60THS, AND THE CONFEDERATION CALLED THE ALLAMANI—

IN SHORT, GERMANS.

CONQUER
THE ROmMANS.
CONQUER THe

WHILE THE EMPIRE
SUFFERED, THE GERMANS
WERE THRIVING. IN THE
2505, WAVES OF GERMAN
TRIBES INVADED GAUL,
WHILE OTHERS SAILED
POWN THE PANUBE TO
THE BLACK SEA.

AT THE MOUTH OF THE DANUBE, IN 268, SOME 320,000 MEN SAILED OUT
THEY BUILT A NAVY OF 500 THROUGH THE BOSPHORUS AND OVERRAN

OR 2,000 $H\P5, DEPENDING GREECE, THREATENING ROME |TSELF.
ON WHO PID THE COUNTING.

;E»%D

S (3

-
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THIS BEGAN THE HELLENISTIC AGE... GREEK CULTURE COVERED THE MAP...
GREEK ART, WHICH COULDN'T GET ANY BETTER, GREW BIGGER: THE COLOSSUS
OF RHODES, THE MAUSOLEUM, THE LIGHTHOUSE OF ALEXANDRIA—THESE
WERE WONDERS OF THE WORLD. SCIENCE AND MATH FLOURISHED, AND
ENGINEERS DEVELOPED LEVERS, PULLEYS, SCREWS, AND CRANKS INTO
POWERFUL NEW MA!HINE5 SHIPS GREW IMMENSE... WARFARE MORE DEADLY...

. ZMIN DYNASTY AND THE
GREAT WALL WAS BEGINNING.

GREEK CITIES, FOUNDED BY ALEXANDER,
PEPPERED WESTERN ASIA, BUT A

NATIVE PEOPLE CALLED THE PARTHIANS
WERE ON THE RISE.

SYRIA WAS RULED BY ANOTHER
MACEDONIAN DYNASTY, THE
SELEUCIDS, DESCENDED FROM
ALEXANDER'S GENERAL SELEUCUS
AND Hi$ PERSIAN BRIDE.

AND ROME, THE SMALL TOWN ON THE
WEST COAST OF ITALY, SEEMED OF NO
IMPORTANCE WHATSOEVER...
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AN ENERGETIC AND FORCEFUL EMPEROR, DIOCLETIAN 15 FAMOUS
FOR SEVERAL REASONS:

HE SPLIT THE
/ EMPIRE IN HALF.
DIOCLETIAN TOOK
THE EAST FOR
HIMSELF AND
MADE HIS FRIEND
MAXIMIAN THE
AUBUSTUS OF
THE WEST.
THERE WERE
ALSO TWO JIMe N
UNDER-EMPERORS, "am  oi el o
OR CAESARS. .

{HE INVENTED SERFPOM. TO ENSURE TAX PAYMENTS FROM TUE DEPOPULATED

'COUNTRYSIDE, DIOCLETIAN DECREED THAT NO TENANT FARMER COULD MOVE
FROM HIS LANDLORD’S FARM. THIS RESTRICTION ON RENTERS PASSED
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION FOR OVER 1000 YEARSH

—

HELP
PVE FALLEN
IN STATUY, AND
T CAN'T GET

HE RETIRED FROM OFFICE ALIVE. \N

305, AFTER 20 YEARS RULE, HE ABDICATED,
TO $PEND HIS LAST YEARS GARDENING
IN AN UNIMAGINABLY HUGE PALACE IN
SPLIT, CROATIA.

=5

280
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BUT NOTHING WENT ACCORDING TO PLAN.. ALEXANDER'S BODY WAS HIJACKED TO
EGYPT AND BURIED THERE.. ROXANE MURDERED HER RIVAL BARSINE AND WAS
MURDERED IN TURN, ALONG WITH ALEXANDER'S ONLY SON. WITH NO LEGITIMATE
" HEIR, THE EMPIRE WAS CARVED UP BY WARLORDS... FOR DECADES, CHAOS REIGNED..
BY AROUNPD 300 B.C., THE EMPIRE HAD BROKEN INTO THREE PARTS—EGYPT,
SYRIA, AND MACEPONIA—ALL RULED BY MACEDONIAN GENERALS OR THEIR HEIRS.

GAULS, OR CELTS (SAME THING:
"CELT" HAS A HARD (), OCCU-
PIED WESTERN EUROPE, WHILE H¥
IN THE EAST, GERMANS FILLED
THE FORESTS.

AND BEYOND, THE PHOENICIAN
CITY OF KAR-HADASHT, OR
CARTHAGE, CONTROLLED ALL
THE BUSINESS.

CARTHAGE, FOUNDED AROUND 700 BL.
BY LEBANESE REFUGEES FLEEING THE
ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, WAS RULED BY A
COUNCIL OF ELDERS, WHO WORSHIPPED
BAAL AND PRACTICED CHILD SACRIFICE.

IN EGYPT, PTOLEMY |,
WHO HIJACKED ALEXAN-
DER'S COFFIN, FOUNDED
A MACEDONIAN DYNASTY
OF PTOLEMIES. THEY
BUILT A GREAT LIBRARY
AND UNIVERSITY, WHERE
EUCLID TORMENTED
GEOMETRY STUDENTS,
AND ERATOSTHENES
MEASURED THE EARTH'S
GIRTH, ACCURATE TO
WITHIN 700 MILES.
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GALLIENUS HAD ENDED SOME GERMANS FLED FOR HOME, SOME SETTLED
THE INVASION OF IN ROMAN TERRITORY, AND SOME ENLISTED IN

GREECE, AND—AFTER THE ROMAN ARMY.
HIS INEVITABLE ASSAS-
SINATION—HI5 > HI7 WE'RE YOUR.

SUCCESSORS WON : NEIGHBORS!
BACK GAUL. BY 280, - sy

THE EMPIRE WAS
QUIET AGAIN...

FN 264%, AFTER A S5PASM OF MUTINY AND CONSPIRACY THAT CHEWED UP FIVE
EMPERORS \N TEN YEARS, TUE ARMY CROWNED DIOCLETIAN. DIOCLETIAN
PERSONALLY KILLED THE CHIEF PLOTTER OF THE PREVIOUS CONSPIRACY.

Q
(68T THE Messpce? ] °=

PON ' MESS wiv’
D/anrAAI s

L nﬂ‘(&\:

W7

WITH DIOCLETIAN, THE EMPIRE BEGAN A NEW ERA OF SPLENDOR AND
WRETCHEDPNESS. i
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AROUND 550 B.C., A COUPLE HEADED

FOR ROME: TANAQUIL, AN ETRUSCAN
LADY AND PSYCHIC, AND HER HUSBAND
TARQUIN, A PHOENICIAN BUSINESSMAN.

ON THE WAY, AN EAGLE SNATCHED
TARQUIN'S HAT: A CLEAR OMEN/!

1T'6 A GOOD
S16N! TRUST
ME —\'M NoT
NUST A PovChic,
I'M ALSO AN
OPTIMIST

THEN IT PUT THE HAT BACK—EVEN
CLEARER!!

[1N ROME, TARQUIN BEGAN RUNNING FOR
KINE, THE FIRST PERSON IN ROME TO

CAMPAIGN FOR OFFICE.

Hl, 'M TARQUIN, M RICH,
VM HONEST, | HAVE A MAGIC
HAT, ETC e% ETC BLAW BLAH...

HE WON, AND RULED LONG AND WELL,
ROME'S FIRST ETRUSCAN KING.

WELL, my
WIFE'S BTRUSCAR,

BUT WHO WOULD SUCCEED HIM?
TANAQUIL SAW FLAMES SHOOTING
OUT OF THE HEAD OF A SERVANT,
SERVIUS TULLIUS.
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_WOMAN RAPED: REPUBLIC BORN!

OW THAT

ROME WAS
WORTH TAKING
OVER, IT WAS EYED
BY THE MYSTERIOUS
ETRUSCANS. THE
ETRUSCAN LANGUAGE
15 UNKNOWN, BUT
ETRUSCAN IMAGES
SHOW WOMEN OF
HIGH STATUS,

4 PARTIES, AND, AT
FUNERALS, A FIGHT
TO THE PEATH
BETWEEN SLAVES.

IN MANY ANCIENT CULTURES, SERVANTS THE ROMANS BORROWED

BECAME HUMAN SACRIFICES WHEN THIS ETRUSCAN CUSTOM

THEIR MASTERS DIED. SOME ETRUSCAN OF 6LAPIATORS, AND
HAD THE IDEA OF MAKING TWO OF THE 5LAVES TURNED IT INTO A
FIGHT TO THE V\:ATH PROFESSIONAL 5PORT.

(JULIUS CAESAR WAS
ONE OF THE FIRST
BI& SPONSORS.)

VWW 0 Tugy
KiLL U5 WHEN

EVENTUALLY, IT BECAME A ll‘ BUSINESS, WITH
HUGE ARENAS AND STAR STATUS FOR THE BEST
FIGHTERS, MUCH TO THE DIS6UST OF MORE

CMILIZED PEOPLE, LIKE THE GREEKS.

Wy CAN'T THEY
BE LIKE GREEKS
AN pOMIRE
RUNNING FAST,
NAKED?

GLADIATORIAL COMBAT WAS 50 POPULAR IN ROME
THAT IT CONTINUED WELL INTO THE REIGNS
OF THE CHRISTIAN EMPERORS.

YEG.UM..\T'S UNCHRISTIAN,

VZd
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AN ARGUMENT OVER
POLICY TURNED INTO
A DISAGREEMENT
ABOUT POCTRINE.

1 AGREE WITH MY
BELOVED BISHOP
IN ALL. THINGS

FURIOUS ARGUMENTS
FOLLOWED... LETTERS
FLEW... TEMPERS
FLARED. INALEX-
ANDRIA, ARIUS WAS
EXPELLED FROM
THE CHURCH.

MELITUS’ FOLLOWER ARIUS
OPINED THUSLY ABOUT
THE TRINITY OF FATHER,
SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT.

THE SON WAS (REATED BY THE
FATHER... 5O, COMING AFTER
THE FATHER, HE 15 NOT OF
THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS

THE FATHUER. SIMILAR,

TO SETTLE THIS (AND

THE EMPIRE. ABOUT 300

ON THE ARIAN QUESTION,
THEY ANNOUNCED THAT
FATHER AND SON WERE
THE SAME SUBSTANCE
(IN GREEK, HOMO-
OUSION). TO BELIEVE,
WITH ARIUS, THAT THEY
WERE MERELY OF SIMILAR
SUBSTANCE (HOMOI-
ousIoN) WAs HERESY.

QUESTIONS, CONSTANTINE CALLED A
MEETING OF ALL THE BISHOPS \N

SHOWED UP AT NICAEA, ASIA MINOR.

THEIR FINDINGS FORM THE NICENE
CREED, A STATEMENT OF ORTHODOXY
STILL HELD BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

OTHER)

OUT OF 500

BUT, FOR SOME REASON, ARIANISM REMAINED A
POPULAR OPINION IN THE EAST, WHERE THE
DISCUSSION CONTINUED IN THE $TREETS.

WHICH CAME
FIRST — THE, UM,
CHICKEN OR THE
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6 UST AS IN CHINA, A KILLER DISEASE SWEPT TUE
ROMAN WORLD IN THE 160s... LIKE THE YELLOW
TURBANS, THE CHRISTIANS NURSED THE $ICK, WON
CONVERT%, AND SUFFERED PERSECUTION.

THEY DON'T RUN AWAY
FROM SUFFERING AND

'AGAIN CHOSE A NEW EMPEROR.

HAIL, MAXIMUS,
ILLITERATE
THRACIAN GIANT,

IMPERATORY, /<4
'7\ /

THE ANTONINE DYNASTY,
LIKE THE HAN, HUNG6 ON
FOR 25 MORE YEARS,
UNTIL THE EMPEROR
COMMODUS WAS STABBED
BY A WRESTLER IN 192.
GOSH! MAYBE THESE

REALLY ARE THE
LasT DAYS!

IN THE UNSTABLE CENTURY THAT ONLY TO PISPOSE OF HIM WHEN
FOLLOWED, THE ARMY AGAIN AND HE FAILED TO PDELIVER THEIR PAY.

BETWEEN THE YEARS 192 AND 285, ONLY
ONE EMPEROR (SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS) DIED
OF NATURAL CAUSES...

IN THIS CENTURY,
AP5AGSINATION
2 SEENMS PRETTY

CNATURAL.."
AN ORA
{ o\
2 (K

IN CHAOTIC TIMES LIKE
THESE, THE NEIGHBORS
WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE!
IN THE 2505, THE PER-
SIANS ATTACKED FROM
THE EAST AND SUCCEEDED
IN DRAGGING THE EM-
PEROR VALERIAN OFF TO
THEIR PUNGEONS... AND
WORSE WAS TO COME...
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THE HAN INO AD, A REBEL NAMED WANG | | WANG MANG'S CURE FOR -I
EVENTUALLY DID MANG WO CONTROL OF THE THE AILING ECONOMY WAS
PUSH BACK THE REALM, INTERRUPTING THE LIU TO PULL ALL GOLD ouT
HSIUNG -NU, BUT FAMILYS CONTROL FOR SEVERAL OF CIRCULATION .

THE Co4T OF WAR

RUWED THE 17! TUE RooT of ALL EV/L—
EMPIRE... OF COURSE Tig GOVERNMENT

SHOULD HAVE vT!

MBANING —p FEW
LIkE ME AND
MANY LIKE THEM?

ONE LITTLE PROBLEM: SUDDENLY | | THIS SENT ECONOMIC SHOCK” WAVES AcRoss TWO
CHINA COULD NO LONGER CONTINENTS.”
TRADE WITH THE OUTSIDE

L il y
2R e, A
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TSAO TSAO TOOK THE CHUKO LIANG RETIRED ON THE THIRD DAY,
BAIT. TO A SHRINE TO WORK THE WIND SHIFTED.

HIS STUFF.

JUST LIKE S0LID

WITH THE BREEZE SUDDENLY BLOWING TOWARD TSAO T5AO, THE
SOUTHERNERS SAILED OUT, PUSHING THEIR FIRE SHIPS STRAIGHT
AT THE IMMOBILIZED NORTHERN NAVY. THE TOTAL INCINERATION
THAT FOLLOWED |15 KNOWN A% TUE BATTLE OF RED BLUFF.

THE YEAR WAS 208.

27
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WHEN THE NEWS REACHED
EMPEROR WU, HE FURIOUSLY
SENTENCED LI LING'S WHOLE

FAMILY —MOTHER, WIFE. ;&) FUME 5 R
CHILDREN —TO DEATH? " raemaie 24 MELXUC,
7 S Gnaty
AN /j ‘\(' B
TR ARY 5 A 6‘;’
€S <Y { A
1 REALL
CaRE reode Qi —
THI%S HSIUNG - = T
NS sTieer A / \ w
[} '}:‘h il

Tais WS SSUMA CHIEA], COURT

UISTORIAN AND ASTRONOMER -

WELL. .UM 'SCUSE ME ..
BUT..ER... GENERAL

Lt LING Wi
NICEGUY -

Gaoh GENERAL .-
He's PROBABLY HOPING To..
UM WIN MORE
)\ BKTTLES FOR YoUR
@ AGESTY.. 60 HE...

NO ONE DARED T0 OBJECT ~ WELL, ALMOST
NO ONE-.-

UM ... EXCUGE

it
A

AD... M. WAYT..

OFF WITH HIS

DIDN'T..

LUCKILY FOR 0%, 1T WASN'T His
HEAD... 55UMA CUIEN WAS TRIED,
CONICTED OF DECEIVING THE
EMPEROR, IMPRIZONED,
TORTURED, AND FINALLY
CASTRATED.. LIKE GENERAL LI
LING, $5UMA CHIEN SUBMITTED To
THIS DIGRACE WITHOUT
COMMITTING SUICIDE...

HE SURVIVED T FINISH
ONE OF THE GREATEST
HISTORIES EVER
WRITTEN — THE
ENCYCLOPEDIC
SHIH CHI,
FROM WHICH
BVERYTHING IN
THIS VOLUME
HAS BreN
_ ADAPTED,
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CHUKO LIANG SENT A
SECRET AGENT ACROSS
THE RIVER, HOPING TO
TRAP TSAO TSAO INTO
A BLUNPER.

THOUGH NUMEROUS, YOUR
MEN ARE CLUMSY ON WATER.
WHY NOT CHAIN YOUR 5HIPS
TOGETHER FOR STABILITY?
THAT WOULD BE LIKE RGHT-
ING ON LANDY

1 SEE THROUGH THIS!
CHAINED TOGETHER, WE
CAN BE BURNED BY THE
&*%# CHUKO LIANGY
15 THIS A TRICK?

NONONONO...
TS WINTER... AND
AROUND HERE THE

WINTER WIND

ALWAY'S BLOWS
FROM OUR BACKS!

izt

ANY ATTEMPT TO FIRE
YOUR SHIPS WOULD
BACKFIRE ON YOUR
ENEMIES...
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INTRODUCTION

IN THE LAST VOLUME
WE SAW CHINA
8 CONQUER THE FIRST

GREAT EMPIRE IN EAST
ASIA.. NOW WE MOVE
ON TO $EE THE
ROMANS vO TUE
SAME TO WESTERN

THEIR LANGUASGE
i$TILL PEPPERS THE
VOCABULARY OF
LAW, SCIENCE,
MEDICINE, AND THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH!

=

THE ROMANS WERE FAMOUS BUILDERS.
THEIR FINE ENGINEERING—AND THEIR RECIPE
FOR CONCRETE—ENABLED THEM TO BUILD
BRIDGES, AQUEDUCTS, AND EVEN SEWERS

THE FOUNDERS OF THE U.5.A. USED ROME'S
SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT AS A MODEL.
HERE, TOO, THE LATIN LANGUAGE LIVES:
SENATE, QUORUM, VETO, ET CETE!
Arpraex .
[P e Lve 10 %
A REPUBLIC,
A DEMOCRACY,
MY OLD Civich
TEACHER LSED
By, TO GAY..

BUT THE ROMANS ALSO LEFT A MODEL OF

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE RICH PUSH THE
POOR TOO FAR: N ROME, THE POOR TURNED
TO A DICTATOR TO “PROTECT” THEMSELVES...

AND WHEN
THAT HAPPENS,
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THE TOBA, WHO RULED UNTIL THEN, BUDDHISM IN CHINA HAD BEEN AN—I
NORTH CHINA FOR OVER ALIEN RELIGION, BUT THE TOBA PUSHED IT
A CENTURY (400—530), HARD.

HAD A LASTING IMPACT: SRS TALK To THI% ConFUCIAN.. #EE F You )

THEY WERE BUPDHISTS. | | <eayislate RuPA, VEDANA, S4MJAA, SAMSKARA,
YINRANA, PHARMA, SAMBHOGA, NIRVANA, ETC.,
ETC.., INTO A LANGUAGE HE
CAN UNDERGTANY...

BUDDHISM BECAME THE STATE RELIGION OF NORTH CHINA, AS THE TOBA
SPONSORED MONASTERIES AND HUGE ART PROJECTS, LIKE THESE INDIAN-
INSPIRED CAVE SCULPTURES.

ALTHOUGH THE TOBA
ADOPTED CHINESE
MANNERS, THEY COULD
NEVER ADOPT CONFU-
CIANISM, WHICH WOULD
Sl ALWAYS REGARD THEM
Sl A5 BARBARIANS.
GETTING BUDDHISM EMBRACED
USEP TO IT... ALL CLASSES AND

PEOPLES EQUALLY.
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THIS BATTLE SEALED CHINA’S FATE: FOR THE NEXT FORTY YEARS, THE EMPIRE
IBROKE INTO THREE KINGDOMS. TSAO TSAO'S FAMILY RULED THE NORTH..
LIU PEI RULED THE WEST (WITH CHUKO LIANG A% HIS BRAIN TRUST)...

‘AND THE SUN FAMILY HELD POWER IN THE SOUTH.

HERE'S WHERE
WE LEARN TO
EAT RICE’

FTER 265, AN
ASSORTMENT OF
OUTLANDERS

GALLOPED OVER THE
WEAKENED REGION:
TIBETANS, HUNS,
THE MYSTERIOUS
HSIEN-BI N 316,
AND THE CENTRAL
ASIAN TOBA N 386.
MASSES OF CHINESE
FLED SOUTH, WHERE
THEY STRUGGLED TO

ADJUST TO THE \ i ,'”
HOT, SWAMPY \%\\%\w |l (ANt
ENVIRONMENT. %\\“L&\\{WW A N}J]Qw ,%”,;
N 7 N
\W\%} r\ »ﬁmm NN( «/’I{ W

272
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IN 190 B.(., ARRVED EMPEROR WU, [wo MeANS MILITARY... IN WIS LONG REIEN,
MORE OF A HANDS-ON EMPERCR . | | WU-T! CONQUERED IN BVERY DIRECTION?

JUST LET ME GET N
MmN HANDS ON. \ L}M?Eu ;Te
THS TREASURE ! PROTECTS!

HE DRAFTED WORKERS To BUILD ROADS IN THESE ROADS WERE S0 REMOTE THAT
THE WILD WEST WD OLDIERS To GUARD | [90% OF TUE GRAN SHPPED TO THE
WORKERS DASAPPEARED BN ROUTE.

50 THE EMPEROR BEGAN
SELLING TITLES MO
GOVERNMENT JOBS...

v Now
You'RE AN
OFFIC/AL OF
30" RANK?

2]

THANKS To ALL THE GRAND SCHEMES HE LAUNCHED
WITHOUT COST CONTROL, THE IMPERIAL BANK BALANCE

SHRANK TO ZERO.

T THOUGKT

You DresED
BUSINESSMEN!

TAKE \T
OUT oF Tug
AGRICULTYRE
PARTMENT
UDLET...

\T_WAS Done!

/f6
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MEANWHILE, IN
OTHER PARTS
OF THE COUN-
TRY, A COUPLE
OF STORIES
SHOW HOW
PEOPLE DREADED|
AND RESPECTED
MAGICIANS IN
THOSE TROUBLED
TIMES...

YANG-TZE RIVER.

WHLE T5AO TSAO BOSSED THE NORTH,

THE SUN FAMILY GAINED POWER
POWN SOUTH WITH A NAVY ON THE

ONE DAY, THE
FAMILY HEAD,
SUN-TSE, HEARD
A COMMOTION IN
THE STREET.

ON INQUIRING, HE FOUND PEOPLE
THRONGING AROUND A TAOIST SAGE,
YU ZHI, FAMED FOR HIS MEDICAL MAGIC.

HE'S WORKED THESE . DON'T BE NAIVE,..
PARTS FOR DECADES": | THESE “SAINT-
PERFECTLY HARMLES%...

A SAINT, REALLY- A MENACE”

HEALERS" ARE A

YU ZHI'S MEDICAL TEXTBOOK WAS
THE WAY OF PEACE, BIBLE OF THE
YELLOW TURBANS. TOO BAD FOR HIM!

PEOPLE THEY CURE BECOME REBELS...
PEOPLE THEY DON'T CURE DROP DEAD! 3

BURN HIM
AT THE $TAKE!

A5 THE TORCH WAS APPLIED, GOES THE
LEGEND, YU ZHI CONJURED UP THREE FEET

A CONTROLLED
EXPERIMENT? ,/

AND PEOPLE SAID THAT YU
ZHI'S 6HOST HAUNTED SUN'
TSE TO DEATH WITHIN WEEKS.

UM NOT REAL’

YOUR WAR WOUNDS
ARE INFECTED!r
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TSAO TSAO SENT OUT
AN INVITATION TO REBEL
AGAINST TUNG cHo.

+THOUSANDS RESPONDED...

THIS ARMY MARCHED ON
THE CAPITAL...

BUT TUNG CHO WAS
MURDERED BY ONE OF
HIS AIDES IN AN ARGU-
MENT OVER A WOMAN.

THE EMPEROR ESCAPED
INTO THE COUNTRY-
SIDE, WHERE CROPS HAD
FAILED AND THE YELLOW
TURBANS WAD REVIVED.

TUNG CHO FLED, TAK-
ING THE BOY EMPEROR
AND MOST OF THE
POPULATION WITH HIM.

AT LAST, THE ROYAL
HOUSEHOLD WAS “RES-
CUED” BY TSAO TSAO.
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BUT TUE NOMADIC HSIUNG -NU COULD BE WARD To AN

THEN THEY STRUCK LIKE
Lt‘éﬂﬂl/ﬂlé &

HM... MAYBE
WE $HouLp
HAVE TANED
POWN THE
GONGS...

ONE WHO FELL VICTIM TO
THE HSIUNG-NU WAS
GENERAL L] LING .
SURROUNDED AND
OUTNUMBERED, LI LING
SURRENDERED.

THIS WA DISGRACEFUL.”
A CAPTURED GENERAL WAS
SUPPOSED To COMAIT

SUICIDE P7r

EMPEROR WU, LIKE THE

CHIN EMPEROR BEFORE

HIM, SUPPORTED A HosT
OF DVINERS, OMEN -READERS,
AND MAG/CIANS WHO USED THEIR
ARTS T0 GUIDE K6 PLANS.

1 WiLL NOW PERFORM
MYSTERIOUS PROCEDURES
REQUIRING EXPERT
INTERPRETATION IN AN
ARCANE JARGON *

AMONG THEIR RIpCULOUS - B

SOUNDING PROJECTS WAS THE
6EARGI FOR AN “/MMORTALITY|
FUNGUS." EAT IT, AND You
WOULD LIVE FOREVER/!

AUEM? STILL
N PROCESS!

SOUNDS RIDICULOUS... BUT
MODERN RESEARCH SHOWS THAT
THE EDIBLE CHINESE FUNGUS
KNOWN A5 "CLOUD EARS”
REDUCES CHOLESTERCL AND
UEART TASEASE #7 50 ASK
YOURSELF — WHAT Wag THE
WFFERENCE BETWEEN MAG/C
AP SCUENCE?
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AFTER A SERIES OF STRATAGEMS,
AMBUSHES, AND NARROW ESCAPES,
LIU PEI HEADED SOUTH TO JOIN FORCES
WITH THE SUNS AND THEIR NAVY.

THE CAMPS STRETCHED FOR MILES ALONG BOTH $IDES OF THE YANG-TZE
RIVER* TSAO T5A0'S NAVY FAR OUTNUMBERED THE SOUTHERNERS, BUT HAD
LITTLE EXPERIENCE WITH LIFE ON THE WATER.

UP NORTH, TSAO TSAO MARSHALED
ALL HIS ARMIES AND WENT AFTER HIM.

CHALLENGED CHUKO LIANG TO

CONTRIBUTE SOME WEAPONS TO THE
CAUSE. CHUKO PROMISED TO BRING HIM
100,000 ARROWS IN THREE DAYS.

GREAT!) ) CAN'T
WAT TO
SEE T4 GUY
FALL FLAT ON

@THE SOUTHERN ADMIRAL, ZHOU YU,

HE LASHED BUNDLES OF STRAW TO THE $IDES
OF 20 BOAT%, THEN WAITED.. ON THE THIRD |
NIGHT, THEY SAILED OUT INTO A DENSE FOG.

NEARING T5AO T5AO'S CAMP, THE SAILORS BEAT
THEIR DRUMS AND SHOUTED. THE PANICKING
NORTHERNERS OPENED FIRE.

CHUKO LIANG'S BOATS RETURNED WITH 100,000
ARROWS, 6IVE OR TAKE A FEW!

OF THEIR,
ARROWS?
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PBROKE OR NO, EMPEROR WU PRESSED ON WITH HIS COSTL/EST™ PROJECT: FIGHTING THE
(NORTHERN BARBARIANS, R HEIUNG-NU. BIER SINCE THE COLLAPSE OF CHIN,

G

THE HSIUNG -NU HAD RMDED NORTH CHINA AT WILL .

WAIT TILL THEY'RE
FINISHED, THEN PoL1TELY
Asic THEM To sTOP! _d

THE HAN EMPERORS WERE ABLE TO DO
NOTWING —EKCEPT To SEND PRESENTS
AND BES (IN DIPLOMATIC LANGUAGE !).

“OUR TWO 6REAT NATIONS, THE HAN AND THE
HSIUNG-NU, STAND $IDG BY SIDE. SINCE THG
WSIUNG-NU DWELL IN THE NORTH, WHERE THE
LAND 15 COLD AND THE KILLING FROSTS CONG
GARLY, WE WAVG DGCREGD THAT OUR OFFICULS
SHALL $ND TO THE KHAN GACH YGAR A FIXED
QUANTITY OF MILLET, LEAVEN, 60LD, $ILK
CLOTH, THREAD, FLOSS, AND OTHER ARTILES.

“NOW THE WORLD GNJOYS PROFOUND PEACE
AND THE PEOPLE ARG AT RGST. WG AND THG
KHAN WUST G AS PARGNTS TO THGA. WHGN
WG CONSIDGR PAST AFFAIRS, WE REALIZE THAT
IT 15 ONLY BGAUSE OF PETTY AATTCRS AND
TRIFLING REASONS THAT THE PLANS OF OUR
MINISTERS HAVE FAILED. NO SUCH AATTERS
ARE WORTHY TO DISRUPT THE HARMONY THAT
EXISTS BETWEGN BROTHGRS.

PURING THE REIGN OF EMPRESS LU/, THE
HEIONG NU KHAN (LEADER) DARED TO
WRITE UER AN NIMATE LETTER
WH(CU BECAME A SYMBOL OF CHINESE
HUMILIATION

“WE ARE BOTH OLD...
MAYBE WE Coulp
GET TOGETHER AND
CoNsoLE ERCH

GUARDS !?
DISMEMBER THIS
MESSENGER SLOWLY?

OTHE

EMPEROR WU, TUE MARTIAL
EMPEROR, PEQDED The

HSIUNG -NU HAD GONE

HE SENT SEVERAL EXPEDITIONS INTO THE NORTH TO
BATTLE TUE BARBARIANS.. . . y
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A DIFFERENT
ATTITUPE TOWARD
THE TAO WAS
SHOWN BY THE
SWASHBUCKLING
LIV PEI, THE
IMPERIAL COUSIN
WITH THE
PENDULOUS
EARLOBES...

IN THE REI6GNING CHAOS, LIU PEI AND HIS BAND WERE
NOT DOING WELL. THE PROBLEM, IT SEEMED, WAS THAT HE
WAS TOO POLITE, TOO HONORABLE, TOO NOBLE.

NOURE To0'Y” You WON'T 5TAB

CONFUCIAN,) ANYBODY W
THE BACK!

THIS SITUATION
CALLS FOR LESS

BENEVOLENCE? A TAOIST...

YOUNG HERMIT/SCHOLAR/WIZARD

[,u; SOUGHT OUT CHUKO LIANE, A
WITH NO EXPERIENCE IN POLITICS.

BUT CHUKO LIANG HAD A LONG- |
TERM PLAN...

TSAO TSAO 15 SUPREME IN THE NORTH...
THE SUNS RULE THE SOUTH.. WHILE
THE TIGER FIGHTS THE PHOENIX, A
LONG EARLOBE MIGHT SWING TO

THE WEST... 6ET IT?7?

ES : ; Q)
CHUKO EMPLOYED THE MAGICIAN’S ARTS OF DE- AND SOON LIU PEI
CEPTION AND MISDIRECTION IN TUE ART OF WAS A FORCE TO BE
WAR, AND HE ADDED WIND AND FIRE TO LIU RECKONED WITH...
PEI'S OTHER WEAPONS...
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ALEXANDERS AFTERMATH

NP ), o A A A, A A A, S )
ON THAT DAY, IN AN ANCIENT E

BABYLONIAN PALACE,
ALEXANDER THE GREAT
kY LAY DYING.

WHEN WE LEFT ALEXANDER IN VOLUME 8, | | MORE THAN ONCE ON THE WAY HOME,
HIS EXHAUSTED ARMY HAD TURNED BACK HI5 MEN WERE READY TO LIE POWN

AND DIE, BUT ALEXANDER CHARGED ON...
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BUDDHISTS ALSO DISAGREED WITH OTHER BUPDHISTS. BUT SOMEHOW THE
SECTS SPLINTERED OFF, EACH WITH ITS ANCIENT, INEVITABLE FRICTION

“AUTHENTIC” SCRIPTURES... NEVER FLARED INTO
i ALL-OUT PERSECUTION.*

EXCEPT FOR ONE ANTI-BUDDHIST
CAMPAIGN MUCH LATER

INSTEAD, CHINESE INTELLECTUALS AND DESPITE THEIR DIFFERENCES,
OF ALL STRIPES PREFERRED TO THEY FOUND A FEW THINGS IN
DI5cU55 THINGS OVER A GLASS OF COMMON...

WINE OR TWO OR THREE... Tou G e G e
COMPPSSION AND THE ULTIMATE REAL\TY
SALVATION.. WE A9 BEYOND KNOWIG..-
BELIEVE IN -Kic- R o especaiy )

BENEVOLENCE AT THE

50.. BY THE TIME CHINA WAS REUNIFIED IN 589,
THE CHINESE HAD MANAGED TO EMBRACE ALL

THESE DOCTRINES AT THE SAME TIME, WITH THE
SLOGAN: ONE TRUTH, THREE WAYS. W ROME,

L
ANYWAY, IN IMMORAL TIMES YD WHA'S WRONG WITH THINGS WeNT
LIKE THESE, WE COuFuﬂANé BEING U%ELESS7? A LITTLE

ARE PRETTY USELESS”? 7PNV  V'FFERENTLY..
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THE CARTOON HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSE
Volume 1

UR STORY ABOUT ROME
BEGINS IN BABYLON ON
JUNE 23, 323 B.c.

/53
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HERE, |\T WOULD
SEEM, WERE THE
INGREDIENTS OF
RELIGIOUS WAR:
A NEW FAITH,
BUDDHISM, TRYING
TO CONVERT A
NATION RAISED
ON CONFUCIAN
BEHAVIOR AND
THE TAO.

GONFUCIANS BASED EVERYTHING ON
FAMILY VALUES: EVERYONE NEEDS
CHILDREN—IN ORDER TO KEEP UP
THE SACRIFICES TO THE ANCESTRAL
SPIRITS.

THE THREE WAY% CERTAINLY HAD DIFFERENT IDEAS.

EXCUSE ME. DO T
BOW TO you, OR

=

BUDDHISTS DIDN'T BELIEVE IN ANCESTRAL
SPIRITS, AND EVEN ENCOURAGED
CELIBACY.

LUST 15 A IND OF
ATTACHMENT, Ano
ATTACHMENT CAUSES
SUFFERING »

S

CONTEMPLATING NATURE. THEY
DABBLED IN MAGIC, MEDICINE, AND
CHEMISTRY.

T0 MAKE
SCIENTIFIC
PROGRESS,
YOU HAVE
To MUK
ABOUT WITH

TAOISTS SOUGHT ENLIGHTMENT BY

BUDDHISTS WERE ANTI-SCIENTIFIC,
VIEWING REALITY, AS PERCEIVED BY
THE SENSES, AS AN ILLUSION.

D
@ A SPIRITUAL
PROGRESS—

THAT'S WHAT
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IN 324 THEY ARRIVED IN PERSIA
(THEIR H®), AND ALEXANDER SPRANG
INTO ACTION AGAIN!

HI% GOAL WAS TO BLEND TWO
CIVILIZATIONS INTO A WORLD-CLASS
GRECO-PERSIAN CULTURE.

PERSIAN | FACE £ s 2%
ON TH oD Y
CLOTHES!L FLoOR! AG vy

ANPD BRING

ME S0ME MORE,
LAMB WITH
ApRICOTS!
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THE CARTOON HISTORY OF

THE

Volumes 8-13
From the Springtime of China to the Fall of Rome

Larry Gonick

THREE RIVERS PRESS
NEW YORK
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INTRODUCTION

HELLO AGAIN! TOPAY WE'RE GOING TO TRY OF COURSE, INDIA REALLY POE% WAVE A WISTORY,
SOMETHING STRANGE * Vi41T A COUNTRY BUT THE ANCIENT HINDU% LEFT u5 VERY

WITHOUT A HISTORY ~MICENT INDIA. TO HEWP | |LITTLE OF (T. INSTEAD OF DESCRIBING HISTORICAL

5, WE HAVE MY GURU, SWAM! GOANANDANANDANDA| | PROGRESS, THEY AW THE WORLD A5 GOING
h IN Cy/CLES, ROUND AND ROUND:-
- N HINDI,
2 THE_WORD FoR TOMORROW
15 THE SAME A% FOR , 4
YESTERDAY 2>

THE GREAT THINKERS OF ANCIENT INDIA 3 =] THERE ARE MANY PATHS To THis

CONCENTRATED ON SPIRITUAL THINGS SPIRITUAL AWARENESS. ONE WAY 15
AND CONCLUDED THAT Tue PIVINE To TWIST OURSELVES INTO /PEALLY
1% EVERYWHERE, UNCOMFORTABLE PosiTions, 15w’

INCLUDING W/THIN IT, SWAMI-Jt?
OURSELVES”

STEADY?

HEY! COME BACK |25,
T“ MY ATTA qu :





images/00005.jpeg





images/00008.jpeg
AN THE /ND/AN REACTIONT N ALL THE VAST
LITERATURE OF THI$ VAST SUBCONTINENT,
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 15 MEVER MENTIONED.
ZERO TIMES HE APPEARS? IN FACT, INDIAN
MATHEMATICIANS MAY HAVE INVENTED THE NUMBER
ZERD JUST To DESCRIBE SITUATIONS LIKKE THESE...

How MANY
GREEK SOLDIERS
ARE LEFT IN
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ﬂN THE LAST VOLUME,
ALEXANDER

THE GREAT MARCHED
INTO /ADIA, WITA 1T
SWELTERING HEAT,
POI%ONOU4 SNAKES,
ARMORED WAR
ELEPHANTS, MO

MOSQUITOS THE S\ZE
OF CHIHUANUAS ...
AND ALEXANOER’S
REACTION ——?
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MORE ARVAMN
K/ nGDOMS

VARAN, 5>

THE Hoigsr
SARNATH ~ <iTY
BUDDHA'S

FIRST $ERMON

CATALIPUTRA -
ASHOKA'S CAPTTAL

MAGHADA
BUDDHAS
BIRTAPLACE
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HE INVITED "MEN OF WISDOM AND ABILITY"
7o JoIN THE GOVERNMENT. *

INSIDE THE WALLS OF A 4CHOLAR'S HOUSE, A
TROVE OF CONFUCIAN CLA%5ICS WERE PISCOVERED.

THE PERSECUTED SCHOLARS BMERGED
AND TRIED TO PIECE TOGETHER THE
KNOWLEDGE LOST [N THE FLAMES ...

( WEY, HEREY THAT

Lu PU per TG
INONE PIECE?

THIS HELPS TO ANSWER A QUESTION
WE ASKED LAST VOLUME: WHY DID
CONFULIUS WIELD 50 MUCH
INFLUENCE ON LATER GENERATIONST
IN PART, \T WhS PURE LUCK! most
OF CONFUCIUS'S BOOK4 SURV/VED !

r

WEY! DoN'T FORGET THAT
1 ALSO HAD INTRINSIC
MERIT--- OR THAT THE
HAN DYNASTY MADE ME
THEIR OFFICIAL

PHILOSOPHER 1

AND S0 BEGAN THE

THE GOVERNMENT MOVED TO REVIVE THE ECOoNOMY
BY CUTTING TAKES, SIMPLIFYING THE LAWS, SUBSI-
DIZING FARMERS, pND REDUCING BUREAUCRACY .

BECAUSE TWE | WELL, MAYBE..BUT MAINLY,
PEOPLE ARE | I CAN'T FIND FOUR HORSES
STARVING 2 “THE SAME QOLOR To PuLl

ME AROUND? 3

HANE"

\T LASTED 400 YEARS
AND ESTABLISHED THE
MODEL FOR ALL LATER
CHINESE GOVERNMENT /

AND NOW,
SoMe FAMILY ) (2OP7,
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THE WAY
oF PEACE

IN CHINA, THE HAN COURT
LOOKED MORE SPLENDID
THAN EVER... BUT THO%E
INTERNATIONAL TRAVELERS,
THE MICROBES, WERE
ABOUT TO BRING IT POWN...

| IN 161, AN EPIDEMIC RAVAGED NORTHERN CHINA. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY
NOW WHAT DISEASE IT WAS, BUT WHEREVER IT STRUCK, IT KILLED THREE
OUT OF TEN. THIS CAN REALLY MESS UP A SOCIETY!

TAX COLLECTIONS
VOWN, ARMY USELESS,
THE BUREAUCRACY. WELL,
THEY DON'T LOOK 50
DIFFERENT, BUT...
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GROWING 4 DYNASTY

UEW! TUAT'S HOW A COMMONER,
LIU PANG, BECAME THE EMPEROR
OF “ALL UNDER HEAVEN" — QR
ALMOST ALL.. N THE NORTH,
THE HSIUNG -AMU {pD
TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE
DECADE OF TURMOIL BY
MOVING S0UTH OF THE
GREAT WALL.

THE NEW EAPEROR QuICKLY
SHOWED U5 DIFFERENCES FROM

. THE PREVIOUS ONE: INSTEAD
-} OF SLAUGHTERING
HSIANG YU RELATIVES,
> HE APOPTED THEM...

ey

- AND UE PROVIDED TOMB MAINTENANCE
FOR HAIANG YU, CHEN SHEH, THE LAST
KING OF CHiN, AND OTHER FALLEN

(BUT Hi& MERCY HAD LIMITS—
WHEN THE SOUTHERN STATE OF
YUEH REVOLTED OVER AND OVER,
THE EMPEROR DEPORTED 75
WHOLE POPULATION AND MADE
T A WASTELAND...

138
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WHEN CHINA BATTERED THE HUNS
AROUND 150 B.C., SOME HUN SUBJECTS,
THE YUEH-CHI, WENT ON A LONG TREK
THAT BROUGHT THEM ALL THE WAY TO
THE HINDU KUSH MOUNTAINS.

IN Q A.D., WANG MANG OVERTHREW THE
HAN DYNASTY, WAS HIMSELF OVERTHROWN
BY THE REVOLT OF THE RED EYEBROWS,
A SECRET SOCIETY THAT THEN FELL TO
THE ARMY OF LIU XIU, A MEMBER OF

THE HAN ROYAL FAMILY. IN 25, LIU XIU
FOUNDED THE LATER HAN DPYNASTY,

WHICH LASTED NEARLY TWO CENTURIES.

= S R B iy
=1

THE YUEH-CHI CONQUERED NORTH
INDIA, FOUNDING THE KUSHAN
DYNASTY (AD. 78-C. 220) AND

SOUTHEAST ASIA, CONSIDERED
BARBARIAN BY THE CHINESE,
WAS DOTTED WITH NEW
HINDU TRAPING COLONIES,
WHERE ROMAN COINS (AND
TRADERS?) FOUND THEIR WAY.

SOUTH INDIAN SEAPORTS THRIVED ON
TRADE, AND ONE, COCHIN, WELLOMED A
LOAD OF JEWISH REFUGEES FROM THE
COLLAPSE OF JERUSALEM IN 70.
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50 EMPRESS LU'S SON BUT FUTURE EMPEROR HUL HAD LITTLE INTEREST [N
REMAIKED HEIR TOTHE EMPIRE! [ | STATECRAET AND WAR... KE PREFERRED TO IDLE IN THE
PLEASURE GARDENS WITH A BoY NAMED HUAG .

SORRY, HONEY, BUT SHe
GOT You WITH THOSE OLD
GEEZERS — I MEAN VENERABLE

“ALL THE PALACE ATTENDANTS,.OF EMPEROR WUt Took | | wHEN WAR BROKE OUT
TO WEARING... GAUDY FEATHERS AND SASHES OF SEA- | | WITH THE HS/UNG -NU
SHELLS AND To PAINTING THEIR FACES, TRANSFORMING | | THE EMPRESS BEGGED HER
THEMSELVES INTO A VERITABLE HOST OF.. HUNGS, * HUSBAND NOT To SEND

4pY5 SHUMA CHIEN, HUL..

vease Y I GUESS 1VE
‘eLiare.}, GOT TO PO

; ( EVERYTHING
MYSELF?? el

SGH.. WHIPPED BY TeE
HOIONG:NU... MY WIVES
WANT To KILL EACH OTHER.-
THE PRINCE WEARS ROUBE:
WASTT WORTH T22

%o Lis PANG LED THE ARMY — INTo NEAR D/SASTER.
SURROUNDED AND FREEZING, THE EMPEROR WROTE
A SECRET LETTER TO THE QPUEEN oF THE HSIUNG
NU... AND THE HAN WERE LET GO... WHAT DID
THAT LETTER 4y 7 NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW!!
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ACROSS THE EMPIRE, FREE-LANCE WARLORDS
RAISED FORCES—FOR EXAMPLE, THE EMPEROR'S

DISTANT, IMPOVERISHED COUSIN LIU PEI, FAMOUS
FOR LONG EARLOBES.

ﬂf {73
WELP! FOR

PURELY SELF-
1526‘7, PATRIOTIC,

FROM THE CAPITAL
CHANG-AN CAME AN
ALL-OUT C¢ALL TO
ARMS...

ONFUCIAN

THE MEDICAL REBELS
WERE BEATEN, AND

CHANG CHIO'S CORPSE
BEHEADED.

AND NOW, INSTEAD OF
YELLOW TURBANS, THE
GOVERNMENT HAD TO
WORRY ABOUT ALL THE
PRIVATE ARMIES IT HAD
JUST CONJURED UP!

ITHESE ARMIES TOOK
ON THE YELLOW TUR-
BANS IN A SERIES OF
iBATTLES.

Y

UNLIKE THE HISTORICAL NOVELS
OF THE WEST, THE ROMANCE
HAS NO FICTIONAL CHARAC-
TERS... EVERYONE IN IT WAS
REAL... THE BOOK WEAVES

TOGETHER ALL THE HISTORI-
CAL SNIPPETS HANDED DOWN
FROM THE COLLAPSE OF THE
HAN' DYNASTY... 50 IT' MORE
LIKE KINE ARTHUR THAN

WAR AND PEACE...

50 WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO
READ I5 REALLY AN EXCERPT
FROM ONE OF CHINA'S LITER-
ARY CLAS5ICS... T COULDN'T

RESIST SHARING IT WITH YOU,
AND BESIDES, T LOULDN'T FIND
ANY “REAL” HISTORIES OF THE
TIME IN A LANGUAGE THE

TIME MACHINE UNDERSTANDS.

THE NEXT FEW PAGES, THROUGH
THE BATTLE OF RED BLUFF,
ARE NOT STRICTLY HISTORI-
CAL... THEY'RE TAKEN FROM
A BOOK, THE ROMANCE OF
THE THREE KINGDOMS,
WHICH 15 USUALLY DESCRIBED
AS A HISTORICAL NOVEL!
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TUE EMPRESS LU, KAO-TZU'S FIRST WIFE, HAD TO SHARE EMPRESS LU WAS AMOT
THE WOMEN'S QUARTERS Wit ZADY CH/, THE EMPEROR's | | HAPPY ABOUT THIS...
NEW FAVORITE. LADY CHI UAD A SON,JU-I.

SUE WORRIED THAT JU-T WOULD DISPLACE| |“THERE ARE TUREE $CHOLARS H/DING N
HER OWN $0N — THE FUTURE BMPEROR | | THE HILLA.. THEY THINK THE EMPEROR 15

HUL* —ps CROWN PRINCE. SHE TURNED | [ TOO RUDE - ¢ THEY WILL $PEAK
To CHANG LIANG FOR ADVICE. UP FOR YOUR %oN , THEN MAYBE... »

2SI6H-. This
EMPEROR.- WHAT ) ien'T My
CAN WE DO? | LpaciaLTy...

EMPRESS LU PERSUADED THE THREE SAGES

To APPEAR AT COURT. ieRe D T T
Cou AU

WIHCH HME| Majestys MANNERS ARE

BEENT? ) 50 ATRoCOUS w BUT YOUR
You ' K A NICE

HAPT GET (2=
THIS 15 LADY LU'S

"+ WOTTA WOMAN!
1 A IMORESSED!
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THE PLAGUE DIDN'T
WRECK THE GOVERN-
MENT—IT JUST
SAPPED TS ABILITY
TO COPE.

$QUEEZING PEOPLE
15 HARD WHEN YOU'RE
NOT PULLY STAFFED!

AT THIS POINT, A HEALER
NAMED CHANG cHIO WON
A FOLLOWING WITH HIS

MAGIC AND MEDICINE. HIS

BOOK WAS CALLED “THE
WAY OF PEACE.”

AS “THE MYSTIC OF THE
WAY OF PEACE” HE

S0O0N HAD AN IMMENSE
FOLLOWING, ORGANIZED

SHE DIED,
BUT HAPPY!

IN VEILED LANGUAGE, THEY PREACHED THE
OVERTHROW OF THE HAN DYNASTY.

“THE BLUE
HEAVEN 19
DYING! Tve

TME UpS (ome
To SET LSP THE
YELLOW?»

THE FOLLOWERS OF THE
WAY OF PEACE PUT ON
YELLOW TURBANS AND
PREPARED FOR WAR.

=

PoLITICAL
STATEMENT
ANp A

THERE WERE 50 MANY OF THEM THAT THE IMPERIAL ARMIES FLED WITHOUT

A FIGHT.
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THE AUDIENCE COULDPN'T HELP NOTICING THAT INSTEAD OF STIFLING

THE CONDEMNED CHRISTIANS ACTUALLY SEEMED THE CHURCH, EACH FRESH

TO WELCOME DEATH. BATCH OF MARTYRS
CMONT i I ACTUALLY ENLARGED IT.

You WAITING FOR7?? MBNT HOW DO\ MUST.FIND..

A% CHRISTIAN RANKS SWELLED OVER THE YEARS, THE OTHER ROMANS EVENTUALLY
6OT USED TO THEM—AND EVEN CAME TO RESPECT THEIR RADICAL ALTERNATIVE
TO ROMAN VALUES.

COMPAZSION,
NOT COMPULSION!

SPIRITUALITY,
NOT SENSUALITY.”

CHARITY, NOT
CHARIOT RACES!

GLORY, NoT
GLADIATORS'

). 3 BURP
VM THINKING ..

BUT WHAT TO PO? THEY IN THE 1105, THE EMPEROR TRAJAN

STILL REFUSED TO SACRI- COMPROMISED WITH A “PON’T ASK, DON'T
FICE TO THE 60D%, 50 THEY TELL” POLICY. THE POLICE JUST STOPPED
COULDN'T BE LEGALIZED. LOOKING FOR CHRISTIANS.

T oUT OF THE ¥ THERES A
QUESTION RELIEF!
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BUT— LiU PANG NOW SUMMONED EVERY
WARLORD HE KNEW, HANDED OUT F76€3,
AND ORDERED THEM TO DESTROY
HSIANG YU — WITH AN EXTRA FIEF TO
THE MAN WHO BROUSHT IN THE BODY.

GUESS WE

HI5 ARMY SURROUNDED, HSIANG YU PICKED
A HUNDRED HORSEMEN AND BROKE

TUROUGHK TUE LINES...

KNEW AMONG THE HAN CAVALRY..

1% THAT MY oLD FRIEND
U MA-TUNG? T HEAR THE
ING OF HAN UAS OFFERED
REWARD FOR ME .50..

MEONE HE |
CHASED INTO A SWAMP, WOUNDED DOZENS OF TIMES, HHIANG YU SAW SOMEONE HE

—_—
< AND HE SLIT % OWN THROAT.

(I

THe REWARD HAD To BE PIVIDED F/VE

’
WAYS: MAN! I'VE WEARD THAT TWO
PEOPLE CAN GROW 4PART ..- BUT T
NEVER KNEW A BODY CoulD DO

IT ALL BY HIMSELF?
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THE BIG PICTURE

HERE 15 SOME OF WHAT WAS

HAPPENING IN THE TERRITORY

THAT CONNECTED—AND

SOMETIMES SEPARATED— IN THE FORESTS BEYOND THE

ROME AND CHINA. RHINE LIVED THE GERMANS.
DESPITE ROMAN INFLUENCE,
SOME OF THESE TRIBES STILL

0 PRACTICED HUMAN SACRIFICE,

SUBMERGING THEIR VICTIMS
ALIVE IN BOGS.

IN PERSIA, THE PARTHIAN
DYNASTY INTRODUCED
PLATE ARMOR TO THE
WORLD OF WAR.

W

/n 12> THE OVERLAND,

TRADE ROUTE—THE
“SILK ROAD”—HAD

ALEXANDRIA WAS THE EMPIRE’S ONE END HERE.

MELTING POT. GREEKS, JEWS,
SYRIANS, NATIVE EGYPTIANS, AND
A FEW HINDUS LIVED PEACEFULLY
SIDE BY SIDE, EXCEPT FOR THEIR
REGULAR RIOTS.

THE KINGDOM OF GHANA
WAS FOUNDED AROUND
THIS TIME, PO5SIBLY
BY NORTH AFRICANS
FLEEING ROMAN RULE.

25§





images/00140.jpeg
AS LU PANG RECOVERED,
[THE TIDE TURNED TOWARD
HAN..-TUE UL ARMY WAS
RUNNING OUT oF FOOD™*
AND HSIANG YU RODE OFF
To S0LVE THE PROBLEM
PERSONALLY...

DON'T DO A THING UNTIL
T GET BAck!

/ 7
#1 Wi 1 wio
$0cE To

EXPLAIN Why?

THE HAN ARMY TAURITED
TUE CHUS, PARING THEM
To COME OUT AND FIGHT
WHILE THE BOSH WAS AWAY.

THE CHUS UNWISELY ToOK
THE BAIT"

HOW DARE
THEY IMPLY THAT
WERE NURTUR|NG,
CARING BEINGS WITH
(o
ou
PROBLEMS?

20 8>

7~

i1 [ 23
g

5 d
Y /- ey
W4 7N

« BND HSIANG YU RETURNED To FIND
ALL THE TREASURES OF CHU IN LU
PANGS HaNDs2»

THE TWo LEADERS MADE PEACE,.. THEY AGREED TO DYVIDE THE EMPIRE... LIU PANG'S
‘FAMILY RETURNED... THE ARMIES CHEERED...
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TRAJAN'S SUCCESSOR

HADRIAN PUT DOWN

THE LAST OF THE JEW-
I5H REVOLTS. WHEN HADRIAN
TRIED TO IMPOSE THE ROMAN
RELIGION IN JUDEA, RESIS-
TANCE WAS LED BY SIMON
BAR-KOCHBA, WITH MORAL
SUPPORT FROM THE RABBI
AKIBA.

THIS TilE, 1T THE
MESHAH, FoR SuRe”
22 >

TRAJAN COULD AFFORD TO BE MAGNANIMOUS. IN HIS REIGN (98-117) THE
EMPIRE REACHED IT$ GREATEST EXTENT, CRO55ING THE PANUBE RIVER INTO
DACIA (MODERN RUMANIA). TRAJAN'S FORUM IN ROME DWARFED THE REST,
AND, UNUSUAL FOR A ROMAN EMPEROR, TRAJAN FOUNDED A DYNASTY,
CALLED THE ANTONINES.

NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, THERE WERE LARGE, CIVILIZED
EMPIRES ALL THE WAY FROM WESTERN EUROPE TO THE CHINA SEA,
EXCHANGING THEIR 600D%, IPDEAS—AND GERMS.

THIS REVOLT WENT MUCH LIKE
THE LAST ONE: THREE YEARS
COMBAT, HALF A MILLION DEAD,
BAR-KOCHBA KILLED, THE
RABBI TORTURED TO DEATH...

HADRIAN BUILT A NEW CITY,
ACLIA CAPITOLINA, ON JERU-
SALEM'S RUINS AND BARRED
ALL JEWS FROM LOMING

ANYWHERE NEAR IT. AND 50,
ALL OVER THE WORLD, JEWS
HAVE MOURNFULLY PRAYED,
“NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM..”
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AT HU'S FUNERAL,
\T Wi» NOTED
TUAT EMPRESS LU
SHED NO TEARS..

CUANG PI-CHIANG, TUE 15-YEAR-OLD SON
OF CHANG LIANG, SULGLESTED — *

f;lﬂcE BMPEROR HUI Ua% No GROWN S0NS

To PROTECT HER, SHE 15 AFRA/ID OF You
MINSTERS. WHY HOT MAKE HER BROTHERS

WEPT...

Fu_m WAS DONE —AND
THEN Tie EMPRESS

THiS MADE GENERALS AND LET TWE LU FAMILY INTO
EVERYONE THE GOVERNMENT? THEN SHE CAN
NERVOUS. .. RELAX—BND 50 CpN S AvEM: WES?
ED_[ [ e
\22AT? &
< /4 1\ -

WAND IT WAS AMAZING HOW LITTLE DIFFERENCE IT
MADE "ON THE GROUND "

\
Y 10, L1d— R (7
WHAT DIFFERENCE ==, &=
DOES |T MAKE? =

WHEN S1E DIED, IN 180 B.C, |
THO%E SAME HIGH OFFICIALS
TOOK BACK THE GOVERNMENT,
ASSASSINATING EVERYONE
INTHE LU FAMILY THEY
COULD FiND, AND INSTALLED
LI PANG'S OLDEST LIVING $ON
(By ANOTHER WIFED A%
WEN.

D10 You HEAR
SOMETHING 7
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AN ARMY ARRIVED—HEADED BY
TUNG CHO, THE LATE EMPRESS'S
RELATIVE AND FRIEND OF THE

EUNUCHS. TUNG CHO CAMPED OUT-
SIDE THE CITY WALLS..

INSIDE, THE EUNUCHS INVITED HO CHIN
INTO THE WOMEN'S QUARTERS TO VISIT
HIS $ISTER THE QUEEN. HO CHIN'S

MEN WAITED AND WAITED... FINALLY—

[EY” WHERE'SY HERe' PART
Ho CHIN??

OF Hm "

AFTER HO CHIN'S HEAD SAILED OVER
THE GATE, HIS MEN STORMED IN
AND SLAUGHTERED THE EUNUCHS.

PLOTTING AGAINST TUNG BEGAN.. THE
OFFICIAL TSAO TSAO PLANNED TO KILL
HIM... BUT THE GLEAM OF HIS SWORD
GAVE HIM AWAY.

TUNG CHO NOW ATTACKED, CRUSHED
HO’S PARTY, REPLACED PIEN WITH

HSIEH AS EMPEROR, AND EXTER-

MINATED THE
AND ALL.

1 SAID-
WHUZZAT?,

SOMEHOW, TSAO TSAO TALKED
HIMSELF OUT OF INSTANT

HO CLAN, BOY, MOM,

VECUEEHAHO.. WHY..\T'S A
SWORD...  SURPRSE
PRESENT ¥or

You
YouR EM!NEM:E./.-J
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[7 LasT, oNJUNE 1, 195 B, THE EMPEROR DIED, NO MORE HARROW ESCAPES FOR
LIu PANG... - -z ~

“THE CHIN RULER.-REFUSGD TO 6RANT 50 MUCH AS A FOOT OF
LAND IN FIGF, BUT INSTEAD DESTROYED THE FORTIFICATIONS OF
THE PRINCIPAL CITIGS, AGLTED DOWN THE LANCE AND ARROW.
POINTS, AND WIPED OUT THE BRAVE AGN OF THE WORLD, HOPING
TO GNSURE THE SAFETY OF WIS DYNASTY FOR COUNTLESS
GENERATIONS TO COMG. YGT FROM THE LANES OF THE
COMMON PEOPLE THERE AROSE A AN WITH THE DEEDS OF A
KING—CHIN'S GARLIGR PROMIBITIONS AGAINST FEUDALISM AND ARNS,
A5 IT TURNED OUT, SGRVED ONLY TO AID WORTHY MGN AND
RGMOVE FROM THEIR PATHS OBSTACLES THGY WOULD OTHERWISE
HAVE GNCOUNTERED. " 550N CHIEN

TROUBLED BY LADY CH( AND HER | | CHI'S HANDS AND FEET, PUT OUT HER EYES, THREW
HER INTO THE OUTHOUSE (WHERE THE PIGS
PINED), AND SHOWED HER OFF TO AU/, THE
NEW EMPEROR.

BUT THE EMPRESS LU WAS STILL THER SHE (OR HER SERVANTS) CHOPPED OFF LADY
BOY... 50 SHE WAD THE BOY

SINKING [NTO DRINK AND DESPAIR,
;M;EROR HUI DECLINED QUICKLY AND

T4K! TRy AND DO

YouRE JNHUMANY Phsirar couo

THINK OF THIS?
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MEANWHILE, IN THE
PALACE, THE EMPEROR
WAS DYING, AND HIS
TWO LIKELY HEIRS
WERE BOTH LITTLE
BOYS.

PRINCE PIEN’S MOTHER
WAS THE LOW-BORN
QUEEN, LADY HO, WHOSE
BROTHER HO cHIN
HAD RISEN STRAIGHT
FROM DPO& BUTCHER
TO GENERALISSIMO.

PRINCE HS5IEH, A CONCU-
BINE’S SON, HAD THE
BACKING OF THE OLD
EMPEROR'S MOTHER
AND THE POWERFUL

PALACE EUNUCHS.

WHEN THE EMPEROR DIED, HO CHIN BARGED INTO THE ROOM WHERE THE
CORPSE WAS DISPLAYED, KILLING A EUNUCH ALONG THE WAY, AND PROCLAIMED

PIEN TUE NEW EMPEROR.

ALL THE EUNUCHS.

&
)

=

HE EASILY BANISHED AND MURDERED
THE OLD EMPRESS, BUT HE JUST
COULDN'T SEE A WAY TO PESTROY

2\ MANY oF 'EMY

AT LAST, HO CHIN CAME UP WITH A
BAD PLAN: 155UE ANOTHER CALL '
TO ARMS, INVITING ALL THOSE

PRIVATE ARMIES TO THE CAPITAL!
HO ChIN, THIS |5 LIKE !ysu..weu,.‘(«h

LIGHTING A FURNACE | WouLD WORK..
o BURN A HAIR?? }——"
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IN TIMES OF PLENTY, WHEN PRICES PROPPED,| |IN TIMES OF SHORTAGE, TUE LOVERNMENT
THE GOVERNMENT HELPED FARMERS BY PROTECTED CONSUMERS BY OPENING (TS

BUYING SURPLUS GRAN. GRAIN WAREHOUSES. THIS PRACTICE WAS
,".v;» Wiy NOT .\ua-rM) CALLED "THE BALANCED STANDARD.
ANRlAOT To Grow w7 o PAREL _ 2
i L T2 T 15 50
v s UNFAIR 1O
SPECULATORS!

[/ THE YEAR /O B.C., FARMERS THRINER THE IMPERIAL WAREHOUZES BULGED WITH
GRAN, AND THE TREASURIES WERE' HEAPED WITH CASH BEYOND COUNTIG..

= A»;?uﬁé" o e R
. MG AW

7/

BALANCED STANDARD
 THE samE 2o

SIEAI? LIke A
A (oMMmoN merapnt! 4

THE EARLIEST i THE GIN
amnuswﬂ‘\o»ey 3 165UED THE FigT
T 2
ogen dasiciys A PR N o
Tools, BECAVE THE ! ;
WHICH COULD
FIRST (015 WERE ’ BE STRUNG.
BRONZE MOPBLSCF 4 ) jE o
TUESE (TEMS OF 3 OATHER
VALUE. 3

THE MOST LAVISK WERE WHITE DEERSKIN SQUARES,
EACH WORTH 400,000 (OING . THE EMPEROR
ORDERED ALL CAGH GIFTS TO HIMSELF (ARRIED ON
ONE OF TUE%E.

THE HAN DYNASTY CONTINUED THESE COING — BUT
WHEN SHORT OF ZA%H, THE HAN LOOKED FOR
DIFFERENT MATERIALS FOR MONEY.

UM oW .

\T ALREADY
N HAs HOLES...
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IN SOME WAYS, EMPEROR WEN WAS
AN JDEAL RULER: WE LET THE
BUREAUCRACY RUN THE GOVERNMENT,
AND Hi9 WIFE'S FAMILY HAD NO
AMBITION?

|

7
X

!

‘i'ﬁw

{
DY 4

D

|

2%
i

UNLIKE THE CHIN, TUE HAN EMPERORS
HANDED OUT FIEFS — Tul$ WAS THE
ANCIENT WAY, AFTER ALL.

S (

R —
THE GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGED FARMING
BY TAXING FARMERS LIGHTLY...
Ly

i PROUGHT, FLOOD,
LOCUSTS ... AT LAST,
TUE GOVERNMENT 16

OFF THE LI9T of
NATURAL PISASTERS!

uly

A

i

BUT WHENEVER A LORD 60T Too 4PP/TY,
TUE ENPEROR WOULD ACCUSE WM OF
SOME CRIME AND TAKE THE FIEF AWAY
THS KEPT TUE EMPIRE STRONG.-

WHET PID THEY
NAIL YOU FOR;

FORMER MARGQUIS?

MERCHANTS Mo TRADERS, vouEVER, |
WERE TIGHTLY CONTROLLED.

GOT YouR PERMITS, STAMPS, ¥ Wiy DO You
FoRMG, REORDS, ARIANCES, | T Lo R}
5BALS, AND BNYIRONMENTAL N e
IMPACT STATEMENTS? /52 ause. You PROD

N NOTHING £D/BLE, AND
YOU'RE A GREED - ORIVEN 4
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UNDER SUSPICION, TSAO TSAO FLED... HE

AND A FRIEND TOOK SHELTER IN TSAO’S

UNCLE’S FARMHOUSE... THE UNCLE WAS
SUSPICIOUSLY APOLOGETIC...

PLEAGE PARDON MY POOR HOSPITAL\TY!

i, YOU.. PLEAGE WAIT HERE WHILE 1 &0 TO
3, TOWN FOR SOME WINE!

THEY LEAPED IN

™
KLLING ? TRUS
BEFORE FerlLiptgs 4

]

GENTLEMEN! WHAT'S
YOUR HURRY? HERE'S
THE WINE... LET'S

I HAVE NOTHING WITH WHICH TO WEL(OME

TAKING NO CHANCES,

KILLED HALF A DOZEN
SERVANTS OR 50.

HE WENT OUT FOR WHAT SEEMED
LIKE A LONG TIME.

I DON'T LIKE THE $MELL
OF THR%... LET'S LOOK AROUNPD:

AND

WITHOUT HESITATION, T5AO
TSAO KILLED HIS OWN UNCLE !
LAND SPED OFF.

! ~
BEST NeT 7. ) { Rttt
POL\TICS...

TAKE CHANCES!
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}PO, HEIANG Yu's BROTHER ,
AND A FREND OF LIU PANG'S
APVISER CHANG LIANG. -

THE MESSENGER WAS HSIANG

P e ——————————
WELCOME To CHIN? 5N, Lok,

—
CHANG LIANG BROUGHT U4IANG

PO TO LiU PANG, WHO TURNED
ON THE CHARISAA-

HSIANG Po STAGLERED
BACK To $0FTEN UP
Hi5 BROTHER”

WHET A CHARMING,

Vvt Lians, No. I KAVEN'T TOUCHED A THING CHARMING, MAW
5NE YoURGELFL P LOYAL T 4INCE T ARRIVED-. I'VE BEEN “" M
WANE G 6 TuE B0, | | SAVING IT AL FOR HSIANG [ “
CoMNG, ap | BUTHRBE WE | | YLD REALIY, 1 CON'T SToP o |{' l
HE'S GRUMPY! { TuiNgs p... | | THIMKING ABOUT THKT WONDERFuL _",J il

GUY... How's g

%T“Ef*j mllll\v

]hi!fim.~:m,,.’9"lmm'hl

HOAND YU INVITED LIU PANG IN FOR DRINKS
WITH HEIANG PO, CHANG LIANG, AND HSIANG
Yus STRETEGIC ADVISER FAN THENG.

THE NEXT DAY, LIU PANG, WITH 100
HORSEMEN, RODE TO WSIANG YU'5 CAMP.

WEY, 1T% LREAT Te
You AGA? gmn aflgr
W THE, Ak, MSUNDERSTANDING
Ok YOU SO
TORS” GoT it T
DRINK AROUND HERE?

A$ THE DRINKS WENT DOWN, FAN TSENG KEPT
SIGNALLING HSIANG YU TO DO AWAY WITH W5
GUEST.

YEAU, WHERE ELSE WOULD ANYONE.
WANT TO B, EXCEPT RIGHT HERE?
HEH! SAY, THE HONORABLE SAGE

16 MIGHTY T ITCHY TONIGHT
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IN AUGUST 70, THE TEMPLE FELL.. IN SEPTEMBER, TITUS ORDERED THE
CITY'S COMPLETE DEMOLITION, EXCEPT FOR HEROD'S TOWERS AND PART
OF THE WALL, TOKENS OF JERUSALEM’S FORMER GLORY...

TO BE 50LD A% SLAVES, OR TO FIGHT TO
THE DEATH IN THE “6AMES™ HELD FOR
TITUS AMUSEMENT.

A FEW HUNDRED ZEALOTS STILL HELD OUT AT
MASADA. THE ROMANS BUILT A HUGE
EARTHEN RAMP UP

ONLY TO FIND THAT THE 7 Ho W Euamics
ZEALOTS HAD COMMITTED g FARY T LIEE
MASS SUICIDE RATHER

THAN SURRENDER.
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AT LAST, THE INVADERS ENTERED HS/EN YANG, THe IMPERAL CAPITAL, WITH IT5
LAVISH PALACES, BULGING STOREHOUSES, CROWDED HAREMS —AND MERdL$;5
TRAD/TYONS. WHAT CouLD THE CIT(ZENS EXPECT?

OH, MAK, LOOK AT BUT —AFTER LISTENNG TO Hi FRIENDS, LIU
THIS ? LET'S BRUSH PANG ToUCHED NOTHING, SEALED THE
OFF THE DUST AND PALACES, AND TOOK HI$ MEN BACK OUT OF

WALLOW awniLe! TOWN TO THER TENTS.>

;mzme L;/V& VIEW...
ZNERAL .. SHOW 'E,
“You'Re A GOOL AJY
THEY'VE BEEN PILLAGED
ENOUGH BY THE LAST

PYNRSTY.-

HE SUMMONED THE LEADING CITIZENS TO HIS CAMP JusT A5 THE ENTIRE KINGPOM |
AND ANNOUNCED! OF CHIN WAS SIGHING WITH

You HAvE Too k@G MANY LAKS ! EE&‘?E»’ f‘mﬁf;'g;'ééﬁém:

o SR e Htsas i 3
T .- DON'T JAIJURE=-

Koo vt STEAL P2 «.LJOTHER Dopoaen; b2

STORMING THE HAN-KKU
LAWS ARE ABOLISHED. PASS tr

EAUTIS Bom% 2 g
YR aod 7 0 7
TR |l b I
o |
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IN HIS HISTORY, JOSEPHUS DEVOTES NEARLY 100 PAGES TO THE FIVE-MONTH
SEIGE OF JERUSALEM... HE DESCRIBES THE CROWDS TRAPPED IN THE CITY..
THE SURROUNDING HILLS STRIPPED OF TREES FOR THE ROMAN CAMP.. ROMAN
MOVEMENTS OUTSIDE... CIVIL WAR INSIDE... SORTIES AND AMBUSHES... HIS OWN
PLEAS FOR A JEWISH SURRENDER... JERUSALEM’S SHORTAGE OF FOOPD... THEN
STARVATION... A MOTHER EATING HER OWN CHILD.. ESCAPING JEWS SLIT
OPEN BY SOLDIERS LOOKING FOR SWALLOWED GOLD.. 115,600 CORPSES
COUNTED BY THE CORONER'S OFFICE... THE ROMAN ASSAULT.. THE ATTACK
ON THE TEMPLE.. A ROMAN SOLDIER’S HOBNAIL BOOTS SLIPPING ON THE
POLISHED S$TONES... THE TEMPLE IN FLAMES.. THE CITIZENS MASSACRED...
BUT I'M GOING TO SKIP IT—HOW MANY GORY PRAWINGS DO YoU
WANT IN ONE BOOK?
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YEH..T WOULDN'T HESITATE IF You OFFERED

« EXCH
\E DEATH? LISTEN—THE GOVERNOR OF PE( [ EKCuse e

INUTE ...
VAvGasiED CHIN..ve ToucHED NoTHme. | A NSTE T
HE'S YOUR MOST LOYAL SUBVECT... BuT,

INSTEAD OF GIVING KIM A FIEF AW TITLE,

YOU'RE 60ING To PUNISH HIM.- THIS 16 NO

BETTER THAN CH/ A/ ALL OVER AGAIN Y

%0 LU PANG ﬂ-lPPEEV AWAY, LEAVING CHANG

’
MAN, TIE FOR Tt by 5 LIANG To APOLOGIZE AND FAN TSEN(G Te FUME!
ME To SPLIT..BUT | pgouT TO
1 HAVEN'T AP SERVE US
600D BYE...|% TUAT) For DINNER?|

Too RUDE? WUY BOTHER
R " SAY (N6 6OOD-

FOR THE SECOND TIME IN LESS THAN A MONTH, A CONRUERING ARMY ENTERED
HSIEN-YANG.. . BUT THIS TIME, HS/IANG YU WpS [N CHARGE ...
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OUTSIDE, FAN TSENG FOUND | | IN THEY WENT?
ANOTHER ONE OF WSIANG ‘
" LET ME APOLO6/ZE FOR THE
YU'$ RELATIVES.. /// e o gt By
HSIANG CHUANG! YOU'VE GOT Wikl YoU PERMIT ME To PERFORM
o OFF TUAT LOUDMOUTH ? A SWORD DANCE?
60 IN, AND ASK TO DO THE
SWORD DANCE .. THEN, WHACK?

TWITCHY GUY LIKE
THAT MEEDS

DRAWING His SWORD, HE BEGAN — BUT
H5IANG PO Jumpep UP AND ALSO
DANCED — KEEPING HIMSELE BETWEEN
THE SWORDSMAN AND Liu PANG 2

Now CHANG LIANG 5TEPPED

OuUT4IDE,
T
WORDS ARE BT !
BRAVE Guy’
70 SWING- p we HIM
M8 PORK'?
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,TITU$ REJOINED HIS FATHER VESPASIAN IN ROME FOR A TRIUMPHAL FARADE,
IN WHICH REBEL LEADERS, CHAINED TO MOUDELS OF THEIR TOWNS, ROLLED
OFF TO EXECUTION... JOSEPHUS JOINED VESPASIAN'S HOUSEHOLD AND WROTE
A HISTORY OF THE REVOLT.. ROME HAD ENDURED.. THE JEWS HAD LOST
THEIR NATION... AND THE CHRISTIANS CARRIED ON—IN $ECRET...

%)
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L PANG'S ARMY BATTLED INTO CHIN,
SURROUNDED A C\TY, AND DFFERED
MERCY To \T5 PEOPLE AND FIEFS TO
1T LEADERS, IF THEY SURRENDERED.

MeRey? Y} FIEFS?

BUT LIU PANG WASN'T ALWAYS
%0 NICE! VE ALs0 usED
H6IANG YU'S TacTiC OF
LULLING THE ENEMY GENERALS
WiTh BRIBES, aup THEN

R ARMIES...

SLAUGHTERING THEI

i

l

| 0

T
msllliif‘h

IN THE CAPITAL, EVERYONE BLAMED EVERYONE ELSE
FOR THE DI4AGTER... PRIME MINISTER CHAO KAO
EXECUTED THE SECOND EMPEROR.. THE THIRD
EMPEROR EXECUTED CHAO KAO...AND FINALLY, I 296 B.C.
THE LAST KING OF CHIN SURRENDERED To LU PANG.

5/
I

I

i

(TRTTT

T R R T |
TEN MORE CITIES IMMEDIATELY CAME

OVER WITHOUT A FIGHT”

WE GIVE ‘

WE SIV; 1
C"P; ) Q&/
10

1

lj

l

I

t\.
{1

IN LATER YEARS,
SCHOLARS ASKED
THEMSELVES WHAT
WENT WRONG WITH THE
CHIN DYNASTY.

UM THE MAN WAS
NOT NICE To tis

SOMETUING
ELSE, THEN!

THEY CAME UP WiTH TEA
CRIMES OF CHIN': 1. seoLITON
OF FEUDALISM. 2" BUILDING THE
GREAT WALL. 3. MELTING POWN
THE PEOPLE'S WEAPONS. 4 . BUILD -
NG THE IMPERIAL PALACE.

5. BURNING BOOKS. 6. BURVING
SCHOLARS ALIVG. 7. BUILDING THE
EMPEROR'S TOMB. €. SEEKING
IMMORTALITY DRUGS. O.BANISHING
THE CRONN PRINCE. 10. INFLICTING|
CRUEL PUNISHMENTS.

THE CURRENT (COMMUNIST)
GOVERNMENT OF CHINA, HOWEVER,
SEES THESE NoT b CRIMES,

BUT AS PROGRESSIVL
WA 751505 8urt D/M£'
ACHIEVEMENTS »
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BACK IN ROME, VITELLIUS'S TROOPS
MINDLESSLY TORCHED THE CITY,
DESTROYING ANCIENT TEMPLES AND
A FEW OF VESPASIAN'S RELATIVES.

AT LAST, VITELLIUS WAS KILLED, AND
ALL ROME WAILED VESPASIAN EMPEROR
IN ABSENTIA. (R15 SON DOMITIAN
5TOOPD IN FOR HIM.)

IN THE EAST, VESPASIAN CELEBRATED BY HAVING

JOSEPHUS’S CHAINS STRUCK OFF!!

IN THE SPRING,
VESPASIAN SAILED
FOR ROME, SENDING
TITUS, WITH
JOSEPHUS, BACK
TO JERUSALEM
TO FINISH IT OFF.

THEY ARRIVED DURING THE PASSOVER FESTIVAL, AS GARVENS BLOOMED
AND VISITORS THRONGED TO THE CITY...

(THE CHRISTIANS HAD FLED
THOUGH: THEY HAD A PROPHECY
OF THE OUTCOME!)






images/00250.jpeg
GALBA, IT’S SAID, WAS BUT BY JANUARY, 69, HE

IN APRIL, OTHO FELL
TERRIBLY EXCITED BY WAS MURDERED AND

TO VITELLIUS AND
THE NEWS OF THE REPLACED A% EMPEROR | | HIS LEGIONS.

HAIL, um,
) VITELLIUS!

SUICIDE.

e
ta,irm

{69 WAS THE YEAR OF THREE EMPERORS—50 WHWY NOT FOUR?

VESPASIAN'S OFFICERS NOW SALUTED HIM WITH ALL THE HIGH TITLES!
T HAD A

Iy > G

\\\wmu Ui w"

NS B0
VESPASIAN LEFT JUDAEA TO WOO THE

VESPASIAN'S FRIENDS OVER-
EASTERN LEGIONS AND CUT OFF ROME'S WHELMEPD VITELLIUS' s PEFENSES.
GRAIN SUPPLY FROM EGYPT, WHILE A ol o,

HIS ALLY ANTONIUS PRIMUS HEADED
FOR ITALY.

Ao
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HE RAISED ANGTHER ARMY,
LoST 1T, RAISED ANOTHER
ARMY, AND CAMPED ACRDSS
;URA\INE FROM HSIANG

Man! THESE
IRMIES

ST SLIP
THROUGH YouR
FINGERS!

THEY FACED EACK OTHER
MRO%S6 THE GAP...

GIVE UP! T
HAVE YOUR

THER, 410
IM GoING TO
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HAN WES A Dump! BUT IT WAD A DISTINGT ADVANTAGE : A/ANG Y/
\ WASH'T THERE... 500K THE PLACE WAS CRAWLING
) y WITH THE LOUD ONE's ENEMIES, ALL LOOKING

To Liu PANG FOR HELP!”

~
WHIANG YU HAS TAKEN | HE KILLEDY WHAT? Tuars
AWBY OUR LANDS TOo | THE KING —
REWARD KIS FRIENDS! NonDess:

WITHIN MONTUS, THEY MARCHED BAK OUT

OF TUE MOUNTAIN AND QUICKLY
RECONQUERGD CH/A.

LIS PANG TURNED ALL THE FORMER
IMPERIAL PARKS AND PONDS BACK TO
THE PEOPLE FOR FARMING, THEN
MARCHED ON. >

[HALE A aietion MEN Frocken To s Brvaer a0 | [ BuT oF course Heiane
MARCHED STRAIGHT THROUGH CHU INTO HSIANG Yu's | | YU WA OUT &F Towar
LAPTAL . AT THE TIME...

WA
WONDER
WHERE HE
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\T'6 THOSE
PEOPLE WHO
WORSHIP A

WB  TORTURE A

JA imeLemeNT.. /

&Ckoéé THE ROMAN EMPIRE, SMALL BANDS OF CHRISTIANS
KEPT THE FAITH HANDED DOWN TO THEM BY PAUL AND THE
APOSTLES... BUT THEY HAD TO BE CAREFUL... THEIR RELIGION
WAS AGAINST THE LAW...

253
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THE FIRES THEY SET ToOK THREL MONTHS To DIE OUT COMPLETELY...

FINALLY, HSIANG YU ANNGUNCED THAT UE WAS CoiNG HOME, LEAVING CHIN, WITH TS
STRATEGIC POSITION, FERTILE 5OIL, AND IRON MINES ...NO, H/5 CAPITAL WouLD
BE IN THE PESTILENTIAL SOUTHERN SWAMPS OF CHU.? A% He PUT IT —

To BECOME RicH
AND FAMOUS WiTHOUT
L 6owG Home 15 LikE

PUTTING ON A BEAUTIFUL
ROBE AND TAKING A
WALK AT NIGHT, WHO'S

To KNOW ABOUT (T 77

THESE MEN
OF CHU ARE
NOTHING BUT
Ares WEARNG

ALIVE FoR
SHYING

ANp LU PANG? DESPITE TuE PACT THEY -l LIU PANG SWALLOWED HARD AND LED |
HAD MADE, THAT THE FIRST WHO ENTERED THE | | WHAT WAS LEFT OF His ARMY ALONG
PA%5 WOULD RULE CHIN, HIANG YU MAE| | THE WOODEN ROAD o HAN, TEARING IT
LIU PANG KING OF HAN, ON CHINK'S FAR

WESTERN BORDER. ’

JUST UP THE

/3/
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INTRODUCTION

50 HERE'S THE STORY: IN A GREAT CAPITAL,
A CROSSROADS OF CIVILIZATION, AN ALIEN
CULT ARRIVES FROM THE EDGE OF THE
EMPIRE ...

&

= &

A5 THE EMPIRE BEGINS TO DECAY, IT5 OLD 60P%
NO LONGER SEEM QUITE AS POTENT OR RELE-
VANT A5 THEY USED TO.. SOME PEOPLE TURN
TO THE NEW RELIGION, WHICH EMPHASIZES
SPIRITUALITY, PURITY, AND SALVATION...

PLAGUES ANV INVASIONS
RAVAGE THE IMPERIAL FRONTIER!
CHAOS SPREADS TO THE
VERY CENTER!

THE PEOPLE UNDERGO A SPIRITUAL
TRANSFORMATION... THE LITTLE CULT
GROWS WITHOUT BOUNDS... JUST BEFORE—
OR JUST AFTER?—THE EMPIRE COLLAPSES
COMPLETELY, THE WHOLE COUNTRY
EMBRACES THE NEW FAITH!

WHAT A STORY!

175 60T EVERYTHING:
PATHOS, CONFLICT, HOPE,
NEW IDEAS, VAST MOVE-
MENTS OF PEOPLES,
SOME GREAT ART...

4

IN FACT, IT’5 %0 600D,
T'M GONNA TELL IT TWICE
IN ONE VOLUME!
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FAN TSENG WAS STILL

THE NEXT YEAR, LIU PANG ©OOPS! HOLED UP AND
ADVISING HSIANG YU...

IRAISED ANOTHER ARMY SURROUNDED!

‘ANV MPRCUED OUT AGAIN... gﬁ%gmy;ug GOE

WOW DID HE Y NO--WITK THAT 1D OF THIG

“\?Avu‘s;!!’vou? OFFER OF FOOD BUY... NoW w';ﬂe EMPIRE 15 (v

WITH THAT éF T nggi‘\:“ \ Y, Yu! m{“ f “l:‘\us*r s;vecm
0} {

LEGENDARY MBS ITH A pdbt ol il 105»1” e ReT

\f DION'T..
DEATA \F 1 T. TALK TO LIU PANG, GOME To
) TERMS, AND THEN oo
16H

KILL W2
Lot ALL RIGHT...
VL1 SERD SOMEONE.

LIU PANG AND Wi PALS NowW cookeD UP | [ WERE $orwy?
Tus FOLLOWING PLOY: Tuey LAID OUT WE THouGHT You
A LAVISH BANQUET FoR WSIANG YU's | | CAME FROM
EMI55ARY, THEN .- s

T come FRom Y on! YOU come
[\ HIANG DReOL— R FROM HSIANG YU
A I MEAN, YU’ o

WHEN USIANG YU HEARD THI4, | [FROM NOW ON, WAIANG YU HAD To RELY ON Hi%

HE BEGAN EYEING FAN TSEWG | | OWA/ WITS. ToO BAD! LIU PANG DRESSED 2000

SUSPICrOULLY ... WOMEN s 50LDIERS AND WAD THEM CHARGE
OUT OF THE MAIN CITY GATE, WHILE HE SLIPPED

ouT Tue BACK..!
<

1 BEO LEAVE TO
RBTIRE ON ACCOONT
OF (LL HEALTH
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CHRISTIANS ABSOLUTELY REFUSED TO $ACRIFICE
TO THE 60P5 OF THE ROMAN STATE. THIS
WAS A KIND OF TREASON.

MAGINE IE PEOPLE LIKE THIS WERE IN
T WOULD JusT DESTROY

BEGINNING WITH NERO
IN 64, EVERY EMPEROR
OUTLAWED THE
& | CHRISTIAN CULT.

THEY
POSITIVELY

ENJoYep,

WAS TO “INVITE” THE SUSPECT TO
OFFER SOME INCENSE TO THE SPIRIT
OF ROME OR THE EMPEROR.

UMBLE MUMBLE GET TAEE BEHIND ME,
SATAN...MUMBLE MUMBLE MUMBLE -

THE GOVERNMENT’S USUAL PRDLEVURE—I

'OM, COME ON...JUST A LITTLE PINCH OF ¥

\NCENSE ON THE FIRE.- A LITTLE OATH..
AND THERE'S THE DOOR...

REFUSAL MEANT BROWBEATING,
PERSUASION, WHEEDLING, YELLING,
AND THREATS, FOLLOWED BY TORTURE.

r,..AND FINALLY EXECUTION IN ONE
OF THE ROMAN WAY%: BURNING,
BOILING, BEASTS, ETC.

MAN, IF THEY AREN'T
HOLIER THAN THOU
ALREADY, THEY'RE
ABOUT TO BE...
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HE W% ELSEWHERE IN THE KINGPOM, PUTTING DOWN REVOLTS, BUT WHEN HE CAME BACK—

60 MANY OF LIU PANG'S MEN WERE
KILLED, They PAMMED A R/IVER.|

WITH His NTTENDANT AN KUAZ (Tue oNE WHO
KTE HGIANG YU'S PORK), LIU PANG FLED To Hi$
THE SURVIVORS TOOK TO THE HOME TOWN TO RESCUE Hi5 FAMILY. ALL HE
HiLLs COULD FIND WERE TWO OF His CHILDREN...

BUT WHEN THE PURSUIT GOT HOT HE TRIED To
KIck THEM OUT OF THE CARRIAGE?

YER SLOWIN’
Us pown!

)

=

AT LAST, THEY MADE IT BAK TO |
HAN — ONLY To HEAR THAT
LIu PANG'S WIFE aND PARENTS

WERE PRISONERS OF
HBIANG Yd...
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BUT THE DRUIDS PERFORMEV HUMAN SACRIFICE—
ROMAN HUMAN SACRIFICE, WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

THIS WAS UNUSUAL!
IN THOSE DAYS, PEOPLE
RESPECTED EACH OTHERS
60D5, AND THE ROMANS
RARELY BANNED RELI-
GIONS. ASIDE FROM
THE CHRISTIANS, ONLY
ONE OTHER CULT WAS
OFF-LIMITS: THE
PRUIDS, PRIESTS TO
THE GAULS...

THE CHRISTIANS DIDN'T DO ANYTHING LIKE THAT! THEIRS WAS MORE OF
AN ATTITUDE PROBLEAM... S

IT’6 NOT THAT WE DON'T WHICH 15 WHERE ALL OF
| BELIEVE IN YOUR 6OD%... WE | YOU ARE GOING TO BURN
DO... WE BELIEVE THEY'RE FOR ETERNITY/ o
DEMONS FROM HELL...
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THERE” ONLY ONE THING
To Do: BURN ALL THE Books
AND EXECUTE ANYONE WHO
QUOTES THEM U

AND %0, AS SCHOOLCHILDREN
CHEERED EVERYWHERE,
EVERY HISTORY BOOK™ N
THE EMPIRE WENT UP I f
FLAMES !/ AND %0 DID BVERY pA : )
OTHER Book, EXCEPT FoR '
THE ONE% ON SCIEACE,
MABIC, A FARMNG.. .

NOW THE EMPEROR BEGAN To | |...AND THEN, ON A ToUR OF THE PROVINCES, FAR |
CONCEAL WIMSELF... DEMAND FROM HOME, He DIED...
IMMORTALITY DRUGS...

LISTEN CONSTANTLY To %ONGA
ABOUT “PURE BEINGS," we
TRUSTED NO ONE... BANISHED
His 0N THE CROWN BRINCE.,.
HAD FOO SCHOLARS

BURIED ALIVE...

BURIED ALIVE! TUIS IS
= BAD..\'M REPEATING
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IN 45, HEROD AGRIPPA DIED,
AND THE EMPEROR CLAUDIUS
BROUGHT JUDAEA BACK
UNPDER PIRECT

IMPERIAL CONTROL.
ROMAN 5SOLPIERS
RETURNED—LIKE
THIS ONE, WHO
“MOONED” THE
CROWD ONE

{IN ROME, PAUL AND THE CHRISTIANS AGITATED THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
AND AGGRAVATED THE ROMAN AUTHORITIES...

| GINNERS ! REPEAT 2+
You ARE 5\NNERS, You
KNOW... EVERY FILTHY, IMPURE

@',‘ » e N

(/o) o T 5

o K
SAC A
K@), 9)
: N\l 0,
B

AND THERE'S MO HOPE FoR
YOU ... OR AT LEAST THERE
WASA'T, oNTIL Now .- _[]|

IN'JERUSALEM, THE “MOONING” LED
‘| TO PROTEST, THEN SLAUGHTER.

IN ROME, THE AGITATORS PROVOKED
THE EMPEROR CLAUDIUS TO EXPEL
THE JEWS FROM THE CITY.

Y WELL...\F You'p ALL JusT

LOOK WHAT
o 2 | CONVERTED,) Tiis MIGRT
A NEVER HAVE WAPPENED...

w»
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BUT SOME QUESTIONS REFUSED T 60
LAWAY! IN 212 B.C., AT A BANQUET To
CELEBRATE TUE EMPERORS 33 YEARG
'OF RULE, A SCHOLARLY GUEST BROUGHT
UP THAT F/EF TAING AGAINYT ¥

SHANG awo ZHoU LASTED A
THOUSAND YEARS BECAUSE THEY
GRINTED F/EF4 To THE ROYAL S0NS
AND LOYAL OFFICIALS... T KNOW OF
NOTHING ENDURING THST 1S NOT
BASED ON ANCIENT EXAMPLES”

[T5 Whs ost UNWISE? By opine TH5, 4E
HAD CRITICISED L/ 55U, AS WELL A REFERRING
(PBLIRUELY) To THE EMPEROR'S DEATH...

THESE SCHOLARS LEARN ONLY
FROM THE OLD, NOT FROM
THE NEW... THEY DIoCUSS
FACK NEW DECREE, JUDGING
1T ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN
SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT,
OPPOSING T (N THEIR HEARTS,
WHILE DIscus4iNG \T
OPENLY W THE $TREETS »
THIS MUST BE STOPPED

UNDER FEUDPALISM,LAND|
WhS CONTROLLED BY THE
GENTRY, AND FARMERS

WERE TIED TO THEIR FARMS ~BuT
WHER THE EMPEROR BANNED A7/
LAND BECAME A CoMMOPITY

THAT (oULD BE BOUOHT o $OLD)

BuyiNG Tug FARTH?
1SN'T THAT LIKE

No, REALLY...

T BuyiNG LAND 15
%o punt BASER
THAN £/

NOW THE RCH COULD BEGIN To
OWN LARGE ESTATES, DRIVING
OFF THE POOR OR CHARGING

THEM RENT.

[%0, when & scHoLAR GReED
A RETURN TO FEUDALISM, HE
WAS RESPONDING To NEW
AND REAL PROBLEMS —
LANDLORDS , EVICTIONS,
Ll«v HOMELESSNESS .
JOU'RE RIGHT...
THis Must BE
PROGRESS?
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YEH... SNIP, SNIP! T’ ALL OVER SAUL WENT
IN A MINUTE, EXCEPT FOR A FEW BACK TO THE ROOM.
PAINFUL WEEKS OF RECOVERY... TERUSALEM
To pur e | Lo
um.. ok, GALSY | quesTion Br B2t
ILL BE OUTSIDE | TO THE oy
TILL JOU'RE DONE ~ A ELDERS: TO RECRUITMENT
\ CIRCUMCISE,
o OR NOT TO
) CIRCUMCISE?

THEY $ENT SAUL OUT OF

TELL 'EM THEY
GOTTA GINE UP ALL

STRANSULATION, Ao SEX W TEMPLE!

OTUERWISE,
THEY CAN BE AS

OREEK Ao THEY M5 A

LIKE...

00D SACRIFCES,

|

TO THE GREEKS, THIS CAME AS
WELCOME NEWS!

Wow! ETERNAL LIFE
AND b FORESKINZ

SUDDENLY, IT WAS CLEAR
THAT THIS WAS NO
MERE JEWISH SECT,
BUT A NEW RELIGION.
THE GREEK BELIEVERS
CALLED THEMSELVES
CHRISTIANS (GREEK
CHRISTOS=MESSIAH),
AND JESHUA THE
MESSIAH BECAME
JESUS CHRIST.

SAUL CHANGED HIS NAME TO PAUL, BECAME THE
CHURCH'S ROVING AMBASSADOR, AND PUT HIS
PERSONAL STAMP ON THE YOUNG RELIGION.

'Not ALL OF You HAVE |
To BE CELIBATE

237
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WEW' AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, TWEY MURDERED THEIR
3 IN THE FORMER STATE OF OFFICERS AND ATTACKED

CHU, b PLATOON OF DRAFTEES AT STUCK INTHE MUD. TUE OLD CAP\TAL OF CHO.

WHAT'S THE PENALTY ) WHAT'S TUE

WELL, buEss
PENALTY Keghrs

400N, THEIR LEADER, CHEN | | SUPPENLY, THE EMPIRE'S WEAKNESS WAS OBVIOUS!
SHEH, KT \N & PALACE A5 | | OTHERS DESERTED OR REVOLTED, UNTIL THE
KING oF CHU? 1T vire SWAMPS SWARMED WITH BANDITS...

IN ANOTHER PART OF CHU, THE LOCAL GOVERNOR <~ AND NOBODY THEN PLEASE;
SUMMONED HSIANG LIANG, WHO CAME KNOWS WHERE 3;? ngﬁ

F AN ANCI LITARY FAMILY. HE 15 —EXCEPT
ROM AN ANCENT MILITARY FAMILY. ey NP, s HEIANG ..

H5IANG YU’

IN TIMES LIKE THESE, HSIANG Y BUT HUAN
LIANG, 1T PAYS To STRIKE ARST?| oy 16 an
1 WANT TO RAISE AN ARMY, OUTLAW
W\TH YOU AND HUAN CHU 4

AS MY GENERALS?
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LIKE JESDS
GhD — 1!

NERO OPENED HIS ESTATE TO THE
HOMELESS AND WONDERED WHICH
SUBVERSIVES WAV STARTED THE FIRE.

5IRE, THE $ECT OF THE

CHRISTIAMS FEeMED
AWFULLY PLEASEDY”

FOR THE NEXT FEW NIGHTS, NERO MADE
HUMAN TORCHES OF THE CHRISTIANS,
AND CHRISTIANITY WAS OUTLAWED.
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LI 55U PUT W5 HEAD TOGETHER WITH

. THS MUSTN'T 6ET OUT YET—~
NOW HERE's MY PLAN..

\CHAO KAO, TUE CAPTAIN OF CHARIOTS.

THEY SENT IN FOOP AND DOCUMENTS TO
THE RIPENING CORPSE AND LOADED A WAGON
WITH PRIED FISH TO COVER THE SMELL!

MoRE ~G4G~
Do CUMENTS,
You R ~HUALD~

W\TU THE EMPEROR'S SECOND SoN
HU -HA1, TugY FORGED Tus
IMPERIAL S|GNATURE ON A

NOTE To THE CROWN PRINCE,
ORDERING HIM TO COMMIT

BY THE TiME THEY REACHED THE CAPITAL TWO MONTHS
LATER, THEY FELT SAFE ENOUGH TO MAKE THE
ANNOUMEMENT:

WELL JusT
CoVER HIM OVER,
UNTIL HE

UM—THE PERFECT
BEWNG 15 A TRIELE
UNDER THE WEATHER...

AN ORDINARY HILL.

SHI HUANG-T! WAS BURIED IN HIS INCREDIBLE TOM!

ALONG WITH ALL WIS WIVES WHO HAD NO SONS, AHD
THE TOMB WA% THEN DISGUISED To LOOK LIKE

HU-HAl BECAME SECOND
EMPEROR, Wit CHAO KA
b PRIME MINISTER. HE
TTRIED WARD To THINK OF
SoME B/6 PROVECTS, But
THey HAD ALL BEEN DONE

% P RueHT.

WHERE Yoo GoN

FIND A DRYING
Ev BIG ENOUGH?)
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A5 USUAL ROMAN LUXURY MEANT |
PROVINCIAL POVERTY! IN JUDAEA,
HIGH TAXES CREATED UNREST, ARRESTS,
AND EXECUTIONS.

—
CATCH 'EM AND

KILL ‘EM SLOWLY —
THAT'S THE ROMAN
WAY ...

IN 54, A BAD MUSHROOM FELLED
CLAUDIUS, AND ROME HAD A NEW
EMPEROR: THE YOUNG, DISSOLUTE
NERO—AND HI5 MOTHER AGRIPPINA.

STRAIGRTEN
JOUR WREATH?

IN ROME, NERO PUT ON A 600D SHOW. HE GAVE PUBLIC PERFORMANCES,
AND NOT JUST ON GUITAR. A HUGE AUDIENCE WITNESSED HIS MARRIAGE
TO WIS SLAVE DORYPHORUS, WITH NERO IN THE ROLE OF THE BRIDE...

\F YOU CAN'T
DO \T IN PUBLIC,
YOu SHOULPN'T
DO (T AT ALL?Y

BY THE WAY,
WHERE'S YOUR

i 5EEN Her FoR A
N, WHILE, POOR WOMAN!

IN JUDAEA, ROME STRIPPED WHOLE CITIES OF WEALTH... PEOPLE TOOK
TO THE HILLS.. THE GOVERNOR ARRESTED REBEL RINGLEADERS—AND THEN

LET THEM BUY THEIR WAY OUT OF JAIL...
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BUT PLEASE.. ONE CLEAN WHACK.
NONE OF THIS LINGERING ROMAN
CRUCIEIXION $TUFF... ECH!

WITHOUT AUTHORIZA-
TION FROM JERUSALEM,
SAUL ANNOUNCED IN
DAMASCUS THAT JESHUA
WAS THE SON OF 60Pp...

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE SEARCHES BEGAN...
BELIEVERS WERE JAILED... JAMES
THE APOSTLE WAS EXECUTED ON
ORDERS OF HEROV AGRIPPA.

BUT SAUL, ONE OF THE PERSECUTORS,
HAD A VISION ON THE WAY TO
DAMASCUS...

DON'T EVER

L
2

TR s

HE ANNOYED THE SYRIAN BUT BACK IN JERUSA-
JEWS 50 MUCH THAT HE LEM, THE APOSTLES
HAD TO FLEE BY NIGHT. WOULPN'T LET HIM INTO
TS THE CONGREGATION!
OVER THE

WALL ... How
HUMILIATIN *

| Like You
NOW...REALLY!

NOTHING DAUNTED,
SAUL LEFT TOWN TO
PREACH THE GOSPEL
ELSEWHERE—AND
HE 6OT RESULTS,
AMONG THE GREEKS
AS WELL AS THE
JEWS.

THIS RAISED A TICKLISH PROBLEM: DID THE GREEK
CONVERTS WAVE TO OBEY THE JEWISH LAWS?

A SMPLE MATTER OF AVOIDING PORK,
CELEBRATING 5OME NEW HOLIDAYS,
KEEPING TWO $ETS OF DISHES...

OH... AND THE MEN ALL HAVE
To BE (IRCUMCIBED...
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A% LIU PANG LED W% MEN INTO THE CHIN
HIGULANDS, UE MAY WELL HAVE REFLECTED
ON THE CHAIN OF EVENTS THAT BROUGHT

HIM THERE...

WHAT THE {3#@ ~ou
TALKIN'T | 'NEVER

M5 AOUTH, K\ PERSONAL MAGNETISH | | HE CHARMEDP THE RICH Me. LU INTO 6IVING Him
Wb5 FAMOUS. PARTENDERS USED TO Hi5 DAUGHTER To MARRY -OVER MR4, LU%

POUR HIM FREE DRINKS, HE WAS 50 OBJECTIONS /

GOOD FOR BUSINESS. YES...A BoRN

POLITICIAA ...

A WOMANIZER! A SELF-
PROMOTER |

SEVERAL OF THEM FOLLOWED
HIM (NTO THE swamPr

CHO%EN HEAD MAN OF HIS TowN,
HE LED A GANG oF DRAFTEES
TO WORK ON THE EMPEROR'S
“TOMB. ONE BY ONE, THE MEN
SLIPPED AWAY.. .

v You SE€, MEN..2 Hic!
VM GONNA THI5S WoT ComesS OF ALL
WAVE N DRivK TWs DEATH PENALTY
AND DISAPPEAR! A48% !’

BECAUSE OF LIU PANG'S
MERITS, THE KING OF

CHU CHOSE KIM To LEAD
THE INVASION OF CHIN .

SUCH A NIC

UI5 MANNERS WERE NOTOR/OU/S — WE ONCE
RECEWED A CONFUCIAN SCHOLAR WHILE
WASHING HI5 FEET—BUT HE COULD
TAKE CRITICIHM !

1E You A To RULE THE WORLD,
mu‘u_ HAVE 1o Do BETTER”

R 72N

WUEN THE REVOLT BROKE
OUT) LIU PANG EMERGED,
PND JOINED FORCES
WITH HSIANG LIANG .
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WITH HIS HUGE, NEW ARMY,
HSIANG YU WANTEP To
HURRY ON To CH/N. oNLY
ONE THING WhS STOPPING
HIM: CHN's MAIN ARMY.

l

FOR A CHANGE, HSIANG YU USED
STRATELY? HE SENT A LETTER
TO THE CHIN GENERAL, CHANG

RAN,

"YOUR MASTER, PRIME
MINISTER CHAO KAO* 1%
JEALOUS OF OTHERS' SUCCESS.
IF YoU LOSE, HE WiLL HAVE
YOUR HEAD... \F'YOU WIN, AND
GAIN FAME, HE WiLL ACCUSE
YOU OF SOME CRIME, AKD You
WILL LOSE YOUR HEAD ANY-
WAY...WHY NOT COME OVER

IBUT WEIANG Yu MISTRUSTED
THI5 ARMY OF CHIN... 50, THAT
NIGHT, THE REBELS FELL ON THEM
| AND MASSACRED 200,000 MEN

IN COLD BLOOP...

%0 CHANG HAN SURRENDERED
Hi5 ARMY WITHOUT A FIGHT.

NOW Tugy WERE READY To SWEEP THROUGH THE

EXCEPT FOR ONE MORE
HAN- kU PA5% WO CHIN—

SURPRISE: Tie Pros WhS
BLOCKED ANv GUARDED
BY FOLLOWERS OF L/U PANG”






images/00249.jpeg
IN VESPASIAN'S TENT, JOSEPHUS ASKED TO BE ALONE WITH THE GENERAL,
AND THEN PUT ON HIS MOST AMAZING PERFORMANCE YET.

1 HAVE HAD A VISIONY/
1 5AW YOU, VESPASIAN...
A% NO MERE GENERAL...
BUT A% THE EMPEROR
OF ALL ROME! THIS
15 YOUR DESTINYY

THIS SAHEMZ 15 A
FACT, TRUST ME...
TM A PROPHET... ASK
ANYONE...

VESPASIAN HAD GOOD REASON TO |
PONDER THIS PROPHECY...

BY THE WAY,
1 AL50 SEE MY CHAINS
COMING OFF S0ON!

IN GAUL, THE LEGIONS OF VINDEX
HAD DECLARED WAR ON NERO.. THEY
DECLARED GALBA, A SPANISH GOVERNOR,
AS THEIR

EMPEROR.

IN ROME, NERO'S DEFENSE PREPA-
RATIONS WENT SLOWLY.

EQUIPMENT 2
CURTA\NS?

AT LAST, ALL ROME
TURNED AGAINST NERO,
AND HE FLED WITH A
FEW FRIENDS.

VILLA.

YOU DON'T THINK
THEY'D LET ME STAY
ON A%, SAY, GOVERNOR

THEY TUNNELED THEIR
WAY INTO A COUNTRY

AND THERE, IN THE SLAVE
QUARTERS, NERO

CLUMSILY STABBED HIM-
SELF IN THE THROAT.

GomeBoby
GIVE ME
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i L 4]

GOVERNOR.- - g |
ANY OBJECTIONS?.

JoGl [ cuns HERDS ROLIED AcRoss THE
W 5 EVMPIRE , SOOO MEA/ GATHERED (N

BUT EMPIRES DO STRIKE BACK! A LARGE FORCE OF PECIDING THAT CUU NEEDED
IMPERIAL TROOPS SWOOPED INTO CHU AND PUT "KING" A PROPER XING, Wsia6
CHEN ZHEH TO FLIGH T, AND THEN To DEATH. LIANG DISCOVERED THE

LEGITIMATE HEIR TENDING
SHEEP IN THE COUNTRYS(DE,

THEY INVITED Him BACK O RULE , A% His | | GIVeN Tue TitLe KING HUAL HE PasseD |
FATHER HAD DONE BEFORE CHIN DID OUT FIEFS TO His OFFICERS To REWARD
AWAY Witk Him? . THeM— IN ADVANCE —ForR THEIR HELPY

1 HEREBY DUB THEE
GOVERNOR OF...OH.-
1 DON'T KNOW-
THERE'S 40 MUCH -
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ACRO%S THE COUNTRY,
ARMED BANDS SEIZED
HEROD'S FORTS, LIKE
THE MASSIVE MASADA...
IN JERUSALEM, THE
REBELS ORGANIZED A
MILITARY GOVERNMENT
FOR THE NATION.

> AL IEE Tuey |
TO LEAV GALILEE THEY

CHOSE A 29-YEAR-OLD
PRIEST NAMED JOSEPHUS,
WHO, BY HIS OWN
ACCOUNT, NEVER BE-
LIEVED THEY COULD WIN
IN THE FIRST PLACE.

COMBINING FORCE AND
TRICKERY, JOSEPHUS
BROUGHT GALILEE
UNDER HIS CONTROL.

6INE Ue!
You'RE
OUTNUMBLRED!

HERE HE THREATENS THE TOWN
OF TIBERIAS WITH HIS “NAVY" OF
230 BOATS—EACH WITH NO MORE
THAN FIVE MEN ON BOARD.

NERO (THEN ON A CONCERT TOUR OF GREECE) APPOINTED VESPASIAN,
HERO OF BRITAIN, TO PUT POWN THE REVOLT. VESPASIAN, WITH HIS
SON TITUS, MARCHED AN ARMY FROM SYRIA STRAIGHT TOWARD GALILEE.

FORMATIONS.

JOSEPHUS' BATTLE LINES BROKE AT
THE MERE 5I6HT OF THE ROMAN

THAT
SOUND 15
DRIWING
ME RUTS”,

Uit/
(I \(
i

M
i

A
Il

THEY FLED TO THE CLIFF-HANGING
VILLAGE OF JOTAPATA, WHERE
VESPASIAN SURROUNDED THEM.

SCHINS,
CHINK CHinie

X,
iy
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ENTER HSIANG YU.

W emn 7y

W
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N 66, A PARTY OF RADICALS, OR
ZEALOTS, SEIZED THE JERUSALEM L
TEMPLE, SURROUNDED THE ROMAN

GARRISON, AND, AFTER PROMISING
SAFE PASSAGE TO THE ROMANS
IF THEY DISARMED, SLAUGHTERED
THEM TO A MAN...

ANOTHER ROMAN ARMY THE ROMANS FLED,
SOON APPEARED... THEY [ | AND THE JEWS
PUSHED HALFWAY INTO
THE CITY AND THEN
60T SPOOKED...

IN THIS WAY, THE REBELS
G6OT THEIR HANDS ON THE
ROMAN HEAVY ARTILLERY.
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4TILL SMOLDERING, H4IANG
YU MARCHED WITH THE
REST OF THE CHU ARMY
To CHAO... WHERE
THEY 4AT IN CAMP FOR A
MONTH, STARVING AND
WAITING FOR THE ‘RIGHT
TIME" To MAKE TUER
MoVE.

IN A F(T OF IMPATIENCE,
H4%IANG YU BEHEADED Hi%
OWN COMMANDER -IN - CUIEF.

S

Hg UEADED FOR THE NEAREST
ARMED CHIN%.,, LED h5 MEN

ACRO%5 A RIVER, AND ORDERED
THEM To BURN THEIR BoATS

MNP BAGGAGE.

WHICU 14 HOW HSIANG
U BECAME COMMANDING
OF CHUM»

VIEW OF Your
FAMILY'S

A% OTHER REBEL BANDS WATCHED FROM THE
HILLS, HEIANG YU LED Hi5 MEN INTO AUNE BATTLES
WITH THE ARMY OF CHIN, DESTROYING IT COMPLETELY?

WSTTA :IDK.E' \!
) ‘/;—’ =
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THIS WAS A SECRET HIDING PLACE SOMEONE TIPPED OFF THE ROMANS,
FOR JOTAPATA’S LEADERS. WHO MADE JOSEPHUS AN OFFER,
WHICH STARTED AN ARGUMENT.

mmmu:.‘\umrmmlﬂllwmil" " A NGES TWO OF
us!
JosEruts? B BE RIGHT UP?
COME OUT!
VESPASIAN FERGEDPABOUDIT, 10!
WANTS You

ALIVE?”

@ R
e N 4 iV
i N S

R B Y
‘JDSEPHU$ MADE A SUGGESTION.

OH.. RIGHT.. COUGH. DEATH BEFORE
DISHOMOR:.. \ FORGOT... BUT LE/'(:% Be
SYSTEMATIC ... WELL DRAW LOTS W
TURN... IN BVERY ROUND, THE LOSER
DIES... A\ND THE LAST ONE ALIVE (OMMTS
SUICIDE .. WOoW hBOUT 1T7

ONE BY ONE, THEY KILLED EACH
OTHER.

THEY BOTH SURRENDERED, AND
JOSEPHUS, AT LEAST, WAS MARCHED

HISTORIANS ARE FAIRLY SURE THAT
JOSEPHUS “COOKED” THE LOTTERY
SOMEHOW—BECAUSE WHEN IT WAS
OVER HE WAS ONE OF TWO LEFT

JOSEPH, You TRATTOR !
AAAAsGn?
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WITH THIS INSPIRING LEADERSHIP, THE -I BUT THE FEROCIOUS NEPHEW YU
CHU ARMIES WON 4EVERAL VICTORIES — WASN'T THERE ! HE HAD BEEN SENT

BEFORE BE\NG OVERWHEIMED &Y THE OFF To PILLAGE AND SLAUGUTER WITH

IMPER/AL TROOPS... |\ THE BATTLE, ANOTHER YOUNG LEAVER LI PANG.
HSIANG LIANG W% KILLED. 7

HSIANG YU AND LIU PANG RETURKED TO A SCENE | | THEY DECIDED TO CALM THER

TREMBLING TROOPS BY

g | PULLING BACK AND REJOINING
(A raty i Rlviighed KING HUAL,

OF DEVASTATION .

WHEN THE ARMIES RESROUPED,
TUE OFFICBRS MADE AN

AGREEMENT: TUE FIRST
ONE o LEAD WIS TRooPS
THROUGH THE HAN-KU PASS
INTo CHIN WOULD BECOME
1% K/NG, CONTROLLING THE
WEALTY OF AN EXPIRE (IF ¥E

AND WHEN THE TIME CAME TO CHOOSE THE LUCKY
6UY, KING RUA! PICKED NOT H$/ANG Yd— BUT
Liu PANG"*

%0 LoNG, PALT AND
GOOD LUCK BRINGING
UP THE REAR?
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JOSEPHUS RESISTED THE ROMAN ASSAULT IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE...

EVENTUALLY, THE ROMANS BROKE
DOWN THE WALL AND LOWERED A
GANGWAY.

JOSEPHUS’ ORDERS: “5TOP YOUR EARS
WHEN THEY MAKE THEIR BATTLE CRY,
AND GET UNDER YOUR SHIELDS WHEN
THEIR ARROWS FLY...

Trwip

Tuw 1P
TAWIR Wi

E il
7

S0 ”;\}, ’% 5
VAR

BUT FINALLY, AFTER 47 DAYS, THE
ROMANS ENTERED THE TOWN, AND
JOSEPHUS DISAPPEARED DOWN A
HOLE!
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THE KING CALLED FOR LAO AV'S ARREST.. LAO Al U4ED THE
JQUEEN MOTHER'S LREDENTIALS TO CALL OUT TROOPS

FOR HIMSELF...AND A BATTLE FOLLOWED.

MASTER LU'S
YNFATHOMABL

LUCKILY, CHIN' MOST PERSUASIVE ORATORS™
DEPENDED ON 103 PU-WE! FOR BED AND BOARD.

= LOYALTY 1
WSO e Hu‘ueugsnmsm'

CHo ME A
;/?’E u;'ne'?‘

OK? ALL
RIGHT? V'L

AND OVR APPETITE
\ V5 UNBELIEVABLE

A PATRON OF THE ARTS,
LU PU-WE( HIRED THE
BEST SCHOLARS MONEY
CouLp BN T0 COMPILE A
COMPLETE BOOOF LEARNING
AND PHILOSOPHY.

EXCELLENT, ROW PUT
My NAME ON IT AND
WELP YOURSELVES To

CHOW MEIN?

THANKS To THEM, HE MERELY LOST
HI5TJOB, NOT W5 HEAD.

OH, YOUR HIGHNESS,
OUR GRATITUDE &
INEXPRESSHBLEY,

WHEN [T WAS OVER, LAO A'S
HEAD HUNG IN THE
MARKETPLACE, KI5 CHILOREN
WERE DEAD, THE QUEEN
MOTHER WAS EXILED —AND
Lu PU-WEY wes
NERVOUS*»
N

MERE Wi
ARE WADEDATE.

BUT, HE
LEmME BIvE

“THE ANNALS OF MASTER LU" WAS
DISPLAYED N THE MARKETPLACE,
WITH A REWARD OF 6oLD To
ANYONE WHo CoULD ADD OR
SUBTRACT A SINGLE WORD,

f oF couise,
YOU'kL HAVE

© READ
T FIRST?

THE BORING AND PEDANTIC
BoOK SURVIVES TO THIs DAY,
BUT WHAT BECAME OF THE
GoLD NOBODY KNows.

'SOME. BOOKS \T JusT
DogN'T PAY To s
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AT LAST, THEY BEHELD THE MOTHER TEMPLE, WITH ITS GOLDEN GATES,
TEEMING COURTYARDS, COLONNADES FULL OF MERCHANTS, INCENSE, AND
OFFERINGS, AND BUREAUS OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE...

BAH? VERILY, THE WHOLE THING'S COMIN’
DOWN, EVERY Lb$T SToNe!! m
TR (I DoLsars |
> 2 i To DINARG!
";‘-’ 1’/"’/
/ To
To

B

fig

A

" o
1y =~ \ \
: = \
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WELL, WAS HE THE MESSIAH, OR
WASN'T HE? IT WASN'T EASY TO
| GET A DIRECT ANSWER!

WHEN THE 50N 7 WHY DOESN’T HE
<l'>F MA;E coA;E‘,, JUST SR STRAIGHT
T'LL BE A Bio out?
’ WHERE_HAVE
SURPRISE * Ny YT onim

THIS MESSIAH BUSINESS WAS DANGEROUS,
AND JESHUA WAS SHOWING DEFINITE
SI6NS OF STRAIN...

Y No FRUIT?
W Fre TREE?

BUT AS THE BAND PREPARED TO VISIT
JERUSALEM FOR PASSOVER, THE DI5-
CIPLES WERE LEANING TOWARD “YES/”

=X S/0H;
1 CAN SEE CLEARLY
WHERE THIS 15
GONG-

AN IDIOT CouLpP SEE
WHERE THI9 15 GOWG -

HRRFF! THAT'S BETTER! NOW
GO “APPROPRIATE™ ME A
YOUNG PONKEY ! IT (5
WRI\TTENZZ

NOW THEY WERE FILLED WITH HOPE! HADN'T THE PROPHET I5AIAH HIMSELF
PROMISED THAT THE MESSIAH WOULD ARRIVE ON A JUVENILE BURRO?
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THE CROWN PRINCE SUMMONED
AN AGING SWASHBUCKLER NAMED
TIEN KUANG FOR ADVICE, BT—

A5 CHIN ATTACKED CHAO, THE ROYVAL FAMILY N
JTHE LITTLE STATE OF xew' WHCH WAS NEXT N
THE LINE OF FIRE, PACED NERVOUSLY.
B =g

NI 'S CHIN &
OR U5, \T's
CHIN oR U%S?,

i

| AM OLD, BROKEN, AND PAST

bt PTMS? yciugl ma:,usss.“
UT | HAVE A YOUNG FRIEND,

LHING KO, WHO MIHT HELP,

ON TUE WAY o, THE PRINCE [ | TIEN KUANG FOUND Hi$ FRIEND (N THE MARKETPLACE,
COMMITTED A GAFFE: PRINKING WITH His FRIENDS, A MUSICIAN AND A VENDOR

OH, BY THE WAY)
PLBASE bon'
TELL ANYONE
ABOUT OUR TALK~
1T A MATTER OF

A5 | WS LEAVING,) THE PRINCE SWORE
ME T0 SECRECY, 5MIs TUAT OUR TALK
WAS VITAL TO NATIONAL SECURITY.

BY DOING 50, HE SHOWED THAT HE
DOUBTS ME..To &vE RISE To SUSPICION
HONOR»

CHING KO, TUE
CRowN PRINCE
WANTS TO SEE
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THE BODY WAS CUT POWN
EARLY BECAUSE FRIDAY
NIGHT WAS COMING—NO
EXECUTIONS ON THE
SABBATH—AND INTERRED
IN A CAVE WITH A ROCK
OVER 1T MOUTH.

SUNDAY MORNING-

THE BODY’s
GONE?»

We's ALIVE! T SAW Him?*
HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD >
HE LOOKED JUST LIKE THE
GARDENER, BUT..

ACCORDING TO ONE TRADITION, AN ARGUMENT
NOW BROKE OUT-

HE SAD— ) [ gyre ARE WIE MEN GOING To
Taxe THe WORD of 60D From

A 3 SHUDDER : PATRONIZE S SNEER

WOMAN 72

AT THIS POINT, MARY WS NAME
VANISHES FROM THE BIBLE!

\F ANYONE’S GOING
TO SBE HIM, \T'LL BE

usr”
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BUT You DON'T 4ToP BEING THE MOST
MPORTANT MAN N THE STATE JUsT
BECAUSE SOME TEENASER SAYS 40 I
LU PU-WEL 4TILL HAD WEALTH,
CONMNECTIONS, AND TOO MANY
VisiToRs 27

MEBN, "SOME
TeENAGER?”

THE KING WROTE TO MASTER LU, STRIPPING
HIM OF HI5 FIEF WITH THESE IRONIC WORDS:

WHAT WAVE YOU DONE FOR CHIN, SIR,
TO DESERVE A FIEF OF 100,600
HOUSEHOLDS 7 WHAT RELATION
ARE YOU TO CHIN THAT

YOU SHOULD HAVE THE

TITLE “"SECOND FATHER?

Povoon.

BY PRINKING
‘@CRIT
i

%0 LU PU-WE( PUT AN END TO Hi$ UNBELIEVABLE CAREE!

LU PU-WE! WAS
SURELY THE SORT
OF MAN WHOM
CONFUCIUS
DE&CRIBED A% ONE
WHOSE Goop
REPUTATION
BELIED HiS
QONDUCT.

—S5UMA CHient

NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW IF
THE QUEEN MOTHER ToLD
HER SON THE WHOLE
TRUTH ABOUT LU PU-WEI!

BUT SEVEN YEARS LATER, WHEN CHIN CONGUERED
CHAO, W5 MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE®, THE KING HAD
ALL HER FAMILY'S ENEMIES BURIED ALIVE....

THIS QUGHTA
PUT THAT
SToRY To REST?

% SEE VOLUME 9.





images/00232.jpeg
IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES
IDECIDED TO GET RID OF THE TROUBLEMAKER.

THIZ MESSIAH ) BUT We cANT
STUFF \& BUST HIM BY
POLITICAL DAY, OR WE'LL
DYNAMITE HAVE ANOTHER
SLAUGUTER IN
THE MARKET!

BuT How CAN
WE F/ND HIM
IN THE MIPDLE
OF THE NIGHT?

JUDAS IDENTIFIED JESHUA
TO THE ARRESTING OFFICERS
WITH A KI%5...

v
v A

STILL SMELLS LIKE

IN THE STRUGGLE, SIMON CUT OFF THE EAR
OF THE HIGH PRIEST'S SERVANT...

THE NEXT THING THEY KNEW, JESHUA HAD BEEN TRIED, CONVICTED, TORTURED,
' AND, BY ORDER OF PONTIUS PILATE HIMSELF, CRUCIFIEP BETWEEN TWO

COMMON THIEVES...

686 — T 15 NOT
GOING ACLORPING TO
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WITh AN ENTIRE EMPIRE TO
DRAW O, THE EMPERCR WAS
THINKING B/6. 700,000
MEN WORKED ON W5 TOMB
ALONE —FOR 30 YEARS”

FIRST THINGS
FIRST !/

1000 DIVERS DIVED IN
VAIN, LOOKING FOR SOME
LOST TRIPOD OF ZHou.

AN ARMY OF COMICTS STRIPPED|

THE TREES OFF THE MOUNTAIN
WHERE YAO % DAUGHTER* W5
BURIED—To PUNISH HER
SPIRIT FOR AN INCOWENIENT
SPeLL OF BAD WEATHER.

AM! NOw | FEEL
BETTER —

COUNTLESS OTHERS MADE ROAD%, DUG CANALS,

LEVELLED HILLS, AND BUILT PALACES — OVER
700 OF THEM, INCLUDING A REPLICA OF EVERY
ROYAL PALACE OF THE FORMER WARRING STATES.

A FEW OF US GET

To KEEP TARAING... ] 43

)

THOUSANDS MORE, INCLUDING CHILDRE, (%
SAILED INTO THE PACIIC, LOOKING

FOR THE LAND OF IMMORTALS .
(THEY MAY HAVE FOUWD JAPAN.)

EXPLORERS WENT A '/
MEETING BARBARIANS W o KngwW [
BARBARIANS WHO KNEW BAR-
BARIANS NO ONE HAD BVER
HEARD OF ~ gefere.
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CONCLUDING THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HUSTLED BACK TO JERUSALEM
COULD PO55ESS ANYONE, SIMON WITH THE NEWS!
BAPTIZED THE LOT OF THEM..

BUT SUCCESS PIDN'T COME FOR THIS, STEPHEN WAS IMMEDIATELY STONED

50 EASILY.. FOR ONE THING, TO DEATH. :
THE SECT KEPT CHALLENGING
TRAPITIONAL AUTHORITY...
A5 WHEN A CONVERT NAMED
STEPHEN INSULTED THE HIGH
PRIESTS TO THEIR FACES.

YOU WOULON'T

KNOW THE TRUTH
¥ \T 817 You!
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OUT FROM THE CAPITAL FLOWED THE STREAM OF THE EMPEROR SET HIMSELF A

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS...IN FROM THE PROVINCES DAILY GUOTA OF /20 POUNDS

RUMBLED THE DELUGE OF REPORTZ, RECOMMENDATIONS, | | OF DOCUMENTS,
/STICS, Etc,E1c.,ET...

i S L SCALE™

BUTL/ 55U, TUE CHEF
JUSTICE, WAS NO MERE
BUREAUCRAT... MHe Wps A
PHILOSOPHER, A FOLLOWER
OF HAN FE/ PND THE
LEGALISTS  (seevoL.9).
THE LEGALISTS BELIEVED
N STRICT LAWS AND
HARSH PUNISHMENTS,
EVEN FOR PETTY CRINES.

EVERYONE BECAME EQUAL UNDER THE LAW/ ARISTO -
CRATIC TITLES WERE ABOLIGHED, AND ARISTOCRATS
THEMEELVES EITHER K/LLED OR PUT To WORK
LIKE EVERYONE ELSE

ONLY AN INTELLIGENT RULER 15 CAPABLE /
OF APPLYING HEAVY PUNISHMENTS To
LIGHT OFFENSES. [F LIGHT OFFENSES
CARRY HEAVY PUNISHMENTS, ONE
CAN IMAGINE WHAT WiLL BE DOKE
AGAINST A SERIOUS OFFENSE. THUS 7
THE PEOPLE WILL NOT DARE To
BREAK THE LAWS."  —Li$sU

CRITICISING THE LAWS WAS PUNISHABLE BY AND %0 THE EMPIRE WAS )
DEATH, A QTIZENS WERE EXPECTED TO FINALLY AT PEACE, OF A KIND...
INFORAAON THEIR NEIGHBORS.
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; JESuUS CHRIST

QHEﬁE WERE CRUCIAL YEARS FOR

THE FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY. AT
FIRST, THE GROUP WAS JUST ANOTHER
JEWISH SECT WITH SOME UNORTHODOX
PRACTICES, SUCH AS NOT WASHING
BEFORE MEALS, AND SPEAKING IN
TONGUES, WHICH THEY CALLED
“POSSESSION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT..”

wow?!
SOMEBODY SPEAKING

PATAGONIAN?

OR PO55IBLY
PAMPHLYGONIAN. .
o i .27
A
Y
V/ e OR POTENTIALLY
1 PETALUMIAN.-.
] O
\

v
M
)
\t&i

5
N

SHANANA,
SHA NAN’: NANA-

NA..

> Al

SOME ROMANS, CURIOUS
ABOUT LOCAL BELIEFS,
INVITED $IMON THE

ROCK TO PREACH AT
AN OFFICER'S HOME...

AFTER A VISION OF PORK
CHOPS, SIMON ACCEPTED

BUT, LORD... WON'T \1 THE INVITATION.

DEFILE Me To \\eiT
A GENTIL USE AN
EAT NW;':QISI}OIER Foo€7 i\ BRoTucRs Al
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AND THE BIGGEST PROJECT OF ALL: DEALING WITH THE NORTHERN
BARBARIANS, THE SHEEPHERDING HS5IUNG-NU OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS.
THE EMPEROR SENT ARMIES TO PUSH THE HSIUNG-NU BACK, MOVED SETTLERS
INTO THE BARREN CONQUEREV TERRITORIES, AND ORDERED 200,000 MEN
TO BUILD A GREAT WALL, WHICH CONNECTED THE SMALL WALLS ALREADY
THERE. THE GREAT WALL DID DOUBLE DUTY: IT KEPT THE HSIUNG-NU OUT

AND THE CHINESE IN...
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NONE OF THE KING'S ATTENDANTS WAS CARRYING A WEAPON — \T WA%S /LLEGAL — ]
BUT THE POCTOR HAD WI6 MEDICINE BAG.. -

FINALLY, THE KING THOUGHT]|
TO PRAW His OWN SWORD.

TUEN UE REMEMBERED To | | 50 CUin ATTAGED YEA,

CALL FOR THE ARMED MO EVERYONE WHO
GUARDS, WHO RUSHED | | EVER KNEW CHING KO
IN AND FINISHED OFF WENT INTOHIDING.
CHING Ko.

CHING KO'S OLD FRIEND, THE MusiciAN, | [BUT Wis MasTeR NOTIcED | [SomMEONE RECOGNIZED Him, 5O
STUFFED HiS INSTRUMENTS AND HS TALENT AND REOM- | | THE KING HAD HIS EYES PUT

MENDED HIM TO THE CUT —AND THEN OFFERED HIM
KING OF CHIN.

THE BLIND MUSICIAN PLAYED | | ONE DAY, HE BROUGHT IN A WEIGHTED | [ AFTER Tuis, KOBODY FROM
FOR THE KING, GETTING lMéTRMENT AND TOOK A SWING — YEN COULD (OME NeAR
CLOSER AND CLOSER. MISSNG, OF COURSE | THE KING OF GAIN/

=k 4@ #
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ROME,

1 N THE YEAR 37,
¢ THE EMPEROR
TIBERIUS PASSED [\

AWAY... THE STINGY,
SOUR OLD TYRANT
WAS REPLACED BY HIS
CHARMING YOUNG
NEPHEW GAIUS, NiCK-
NAMED CALIGULA,
WHO SHOWERED THE
DELIRIOUS ROMANS
WITH THE RICHES HIS
UNCLE HAD HOARDED!

ALAS, CALIGULA WAS DEMENTED. HE CON- 1 WAS JUST LOOKING AT
SORTED WITH HIS OWN $ISTERS.. MADE YOUR MECK AND THINKING
LOVE TO HI% DINNER GUESTS WIVES... 1 COULD WAVE I T SLIT
AND OFTEN BURST INTO INAPPROPRIATE | | WITH A SINGLE WORD.. UHRUN-

HAHA-.. You LaveH Teo...

WHAT 15

\T, SIRe 2
.
7
Vi
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PLEASE 60 To THE PRINCE
AND TELL HiAd T AM
DEAD, 501 cAN'T
POSSIBLY TALK?

WITH THAT, TIEN KUANG THIS WAS A LITTLE
SLIT HK5 OWN THROAT MOTIVATIONAL PLOY
AND PIED ON TUE SPOT* T SPUR THE LAZY

. CHING O INTO ACTION...
N

COMING. R
MY PRINCE!

TUE PRINCE SENT Him TO THE COURT OF CHIN, AND $00N CHING-ko FOUND
HIMSELF FACE-TO-FACE WITH THE FEARSOME KING, BEARING A MAP (oF YEN), A
SEVERED HEAD (oF ONE OF CAINS ENEMIES), AND A POVSONED DAGGER (HDDEN).

PLEASE BE 50 600D
A5 To HAND ME THE MAY,
INSIGNIFICANT A5

SLRAPE
AT

(Eaily
TusT A SECOND—
\T'% IN HERE...
5. 4
)

¢

PREPARE To
DIE, TyRANT?
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HEY.7» DIP You
SEE WHO THAT

AFTERNOON,
GENTLEMEN?

{ WE PASS OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS.. WHATEVER HAPPENED DURING
THAT TIME, JESHUA’S REMAINING ELEVEN DISCIPLES STUCK TOGETHER..

LRV
\h,‘w}—.f 1§ Y 1 \

AV S RN
o &

\ \\\ )

v‘ ;v‘w )
M)
{

THEY RETURNED TO THE TEMPLE TO PREACH THE
GOSPEL: JESHUA HAD PIED ON THE CRO%S, RISEN
FROM THE DEAD, AND ASCENPEP TO HEAVEN—BUT HE
MIGHT COME BACK AT ANY TIME!!

AND GRADUALLY,
THE FOLLOWERS
OF THE WAY, AS
THEY CALLED
THEMSELVES,
ATTRACTED
CONVERTS...
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HOW WAS TUE NEW EMPIRE To BE ORGANIZED? /" \We BEG You To sET
THE CONFUCIAN SCHOLARS URGED A UP YOUR SON5 A5
RETURN TO THE 600D OLD FEUDALISM PRINCES OF THE /1
OF THE 2Hou DYNASTY (22£ VoL. 9). PROVINCES ?*

Y65! AND )

GNE FIEFs*

To YOUR LOYAL
GENERALST

*SRANTS OF LAND, INCLUDING THE
FARMERS \WHO LIVED THERE.

EVERYONE AGREED, EXCEPT OME—

CHIEF JusTicE L1 S5U.
guumw)
BES TO
SrreR.

Z

TUE KINGS OF ZHOU GAVE FIEFS TO THEIR
RELKTIVES.., THEN, WHEN THE BARONS
STARTED To FIGHT AMONG THEMSELVES,
THE KING WAS POWERLESS To STOP THEM..
NO, YOUR MAJESTY, FIEFS WERE THE
DOWNFALL oF ZHol...

2’ ;:;—;;:A HOW Do T WHO, THEM? TuST KEEP AND THE EMPEROR AGREED.”
/A MY FAMILY, ‘BM HERE (N TUE CAPITAL
o LovaL GekraLs, | anp GIVE 'ew PENSIONS| | 148 ER AUSTICE 16 RIGKTS
ToADIES AND FLATTERERS? AND BANCY TITLES — NEED SOMETHING NEW: A
THEY'LL BE EASY ENOUGH | | cpurpdl 122D BUREAUCRACY
To CONTROL 7 CHOZEN ON MERIT» **
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SUDDENLY, THE SENATE,
50 LONG DORMANT,
PECIDED THAT NOW WAS
A 600V TIME TO BRING
BACK THE REPUBLIC!

GENATORS? SHALL WE
NOT TAKE OUR 4$TAND

CLAUPDIUS'S FRIEND
HEROD AGRIPPA—
GRANDSON OF HEROD
THE GREAT—RAN BACK
AND FORTH, MEDIATING
THE $QUABBLE BETWEEN
CLAUDIUS AND THE
SENATE.

GENTLEMEN . GENTLEMEN. ..
4TOP THIS FOOL\SU-
NE&%... AND

CLALDILS WiLL
LET You LIVE..

IN THE END, THE
SENATE AVERTED CIVIL
WAR BY ACCEPTING
CLAUDIUS.

A% | SAID —WE TAKE OUR
STAND AS RICH, OLD,
9um|6$|ve MeN?Y

ROME’S GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT DURING CLAUDIUS’S 13-YEAR REIGN WAS
THE CONQUEST OF BRITAIN. IN 43, THE ROMANS FOUNDED LONPDON.

5T oW SAY “PIP PIP”
wl ANP LOOK SUPER-
\ ClLous ..

ROME’S MOST EFFECTIVE
COMMANDER IN BRITAIN,
VESPASIAN, WILL TURN
UP AGAIN IN THIS STORY.

AND HEROD AGRIPPA WAS REWARDED FOR HIS
NEGOTIATING SKILL BY THE RETURN OF MOST!
OF HI5 GRANDPA’S KINGDOM...
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AsSASSINATION
ATTEMPTS,
o THIS KING

EVER SINCE Hi5 CHILDHOOD,

THE KINGS ARMIES HAD EXPANDED
CHIN'G BORDERS ... AND WHEN HE Took
CONTROL FROM LU PU- WEI, CHIN'G
POWER ONLY INCREASED #»

CHIN CONQUERED ALL THE OTHER WARRING STATES AND PUSHED BACK THE NORTHERN
YBARBARIANS, UNTIL THE KING RULED MORE TERRITORY THAN ANY CHINESE KING

BEFORE. \N THE YEAR 22| B.C., WE TOOK THE TITLE SH/H HUANG -Tl, OR
FIRST EMPEROR.

“THE BLOODSHED
OF THE LAST 500 YEARS
WAS 0 TIRESOME.
LETS ORGANIZE For
PEACE.. 5T By (.
ABOLISKING THESE
NAMES AND KILLING
THEIR KINGS...

V4
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AMONG CALIGULA’S MANY INSANE AND EXPENSIVE PROJECTS WAS A FULL-
(SCALE “INVASION OF BRITAIN” THAT MARCHED TO THE ENGLISH CHANNEL—
AND BACK.

/5C00P UP A6~
Nz T

A% You can*?
THEY'LL LOOK
GREAT IN A PARADE!

DY
* Sz AR,
N *ﬁk\!

AFTER WASTING UNTOLD THE PRAETORIAN GUARDS PROWLED THROUGH
WEALTH AND KILLING LOOKING NEW EMPEROR...
MORE CLOSE FRIENDS X0 7
THAN NECESSARY, CALIGULA
WAS MURDERED BY ONE
OF HI$ GUARDS IN THE
YEAR 41.

CURED! MY UEADACAES
ARE CURED!!

BEHIND A CURTAIN QUIVERED
CLAUDIUS, A ROYAL COUSIN WHO

HAD SURVIVED CALIGULA BY =
FEIGNING FEEBLE-MINDEDNESS... Ty s

CONGRATULATIONS' | WH -WH-WHO, ME? ¢ P-PLEASE..-

You'RE 1T/
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THE
FAMILY HAS
LAzy Sreg,

(AUGUSTUS WAS JULIUS'S
NEPHEW, REMEMBER.) *OR SOMEWHERE

STARTING WITH JULIUS, THE AUGUSTUS HAD JUST ONE CHILD, JULIA, FROM
FIRST FEW CAESARS ALL HAD HI5 FIRST MARRIAGE. ON HER SHOULDERS*
TROUBLE GETTING SONS... RESTED THE EMPIRE'S FUTURE.

HUSBAND #2 WAS AUGUS-
TUS’S RIGHT-HAND MAN
MARCUS AGRIPPA. THEY
HAD FIVE CHILDREN,
BUT THE TWO OLDER
BOY%, CAESAR'S HEIRS,
ALSO PDIED YOUNG.

FIRST, AUGUSTUS

MARRIED HER TO HER
COUSIN MARCELLUS,
BUT MARCELLUS DIED
YOUNG...

UM,

ANOTHER
FAVOR?

THIS WAS TIBERIUS, A SOUR SORT OF
FELLOW, WHO HAD SPENT THE LAST
TEN YEARS SULKING FAR FROM ROME.

HARD LHILDHOOD!
LEAVE ME
ALoNE *7

WHO WAS LEFT? WELL,
AUGUSTUS'S SECOND
WIFE LIVIA HAD A
SON FROM HER FIRST
MARRIAGE...

EXCUSE ME,

ARE YoU YEH...HOW
FOLLOWING | come You ANp
THIS? 1 DON'T HAVE
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WHILE YOu ARE BEAUTIFUL,YOU MUST
PROVIDE FOR THE FUTURE, FOR
ONCE YOUR BEAUTY HAS FADED,
IT WiLL BE 70O

LATE.

TZU-CHU 15 WORTHY, BUT A% A 1
CONCUBINE'S SON, HE HAS NO CLAIM ON
THE THRONE. IF YOU ADOPT Hid, HE

WILL BE GRATEFUL AND LOYAL FOREVER!

YEH..BY THE WAY, WHERED)
You BT THE CuTe
BARRINGS ?

-
e

L‘

$0 LADY HUAYANG ASKED HER HUSBAND...

HERE WE 4EE
ANOTHER VIEW OF
THE FAMILY: WOMEN
WELDED POWER
AND GANED
SECURITY THROUGH
THER BEAUTY

OR THEIR SON/5.

PRINCE AN-KUO AGREED AND GAVE LADY
HUAYANG AN ENGRAVED JADE TOKEN

HONEY... I'D LIKE WEH! PERSUADE

To ADOPT TZU-CHU C‘@?

WOULD YOU MAKE HiM /

YOUR HEIR? PLEEASE- £ \
Tl

il

THE ROYAL COUPLE SENT LAVISH GIFTS
TO T2U-CHU N THE CARE OF LU/
PU-WE/, WHOM THEY NAMED
ROYAL TUTOR.
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IN THE YEAR 21, TIBERIUS APPOINTED A NEW PROCURATOR

| FOR PALESTINE: PONTIUS PILATE.

60... TRY TO KEEP THEM REASONABLY GQUIET,
BUT DON'T BREAK THE BANK DOIN’ (T

{FIRST, ALTHOUGH HE ORDERED ROMAN
EMBLEMS HUNG IN THE JERUSALEM
TEMPLE...

SHRIE/ 4r
GRAVER IMpGES?
FORBIpPEN,

[ TUT TUT.. MERELY A
FORMALITY... WE DO
T EVERYWHERE ..

REALLY...

IN THE
HISTORIES,
ONLY TWO
OF PILATE’S
ACTS ARE
MENTIONED,
BOTH RATHER
TO HIS
CREDIT...

HE REMOVED THEM TO $PARE LOCAL
FEELINGS.

SECOND, HE BUILT A 50-MILE AQUEDUCT TO BRING
WATER TO JERUSALEM—PAID FOR FROM TEMPLE

OTHERWISE, SAY THE
HISTORIES, NOTHING
HAPPENED IN JUDAEA
DURING HIS TENURE...
WHICH JUST 60ES TO
SHOW, HISTORIANS
DON'T ALWAYS CATCH
EVERYTHING...
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BACK IN CHIN, LU PU-WEI BROUGHT HE PRAISED THE HOSTAGE PRINCE
PRESENTS TO LADY HUAYANG'S T2U-CHU TO TUE SKiIES ”
OLDER SI5TER . =5 SUCH A Wik Boy

JUST ATOKEN OF . AND HE JusT WORSH/IPS
TZU-CHU's { YOUR $I5TER? DAY AND

RESPECTY NIGHT HE WEEPS
THINKING OF

LAPY HUA-YANG'S
IAHEMZ ClILDLESS
CONDITION ..

A FRANK TALK BETWEEN 415TERS FOLLOWED!

| HAVE HEARD THAT Y PRINCE AN-KUO LOVES YOU DEARLY, ALTHOUGH
FAYOR WON BY YOU ARE CHILDLESS. IF YOU ATTACH YOURSELF
EAUTY WILL CEASE | TO ONE OF HiS $0N%, MAKING A/ THE HER
WHEN BEAUTY AP ADOPTING WM A% YOUR 50N, A% LONG Ao
FADES.,. YOUR HUSBAND LIVES, YOU WILL BE RESPECTED,
AND AFTER Hi% DEAT:-g WHEN YOUR APOP TED

SON BEWOMES KING, Y
YOUR POWER .

U WIiLL NOT LOSE

. THIS (5 CALLED
LASTING GAIN RESULTING
FROM A SINGLE WORD. ",
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AUGUSTUS COMMANDED TIBERIUS TO
DIVORCE WI5 WIFE, MARRY JULIA,
AND INHERIT THE EMPIRE.

JULIA HAD HAD ENOUGH! DRINKING
HEAVILY, SHE STARTED HAVING
ADULTEROUS ALL-NIGHTERS—IN
VARIOUS PUBLIC BUILDINGS...

AUGUSTUS BANISHED HER TO A SMALL,
ROCKY I5LAND WITHOUT ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGES.

IN 74, AUGUSTUS DIED, AND TIBERIUS

DULY BECAME EMPEROR. HI% FIRST
SPEECH TO THE SENATE WAS
FAMOUS FOR ITS PDIRECTNESS.

<OMPARED TO THE
EMPEROR, YOU'RE ALL

AND ROME HATED HIM BACK!

A

TIBERIUS HATED POLITICS... ENTERTAINMENT...
THE 50CIAL ROUND... HE PREFERRED TO BE
ALONE ON THE ISLE OF CAPRI, WHERE HE
COULD INDULGE HI$ PEPOPHILIC PREDILECTIONS—

BUT FROM A DISTANCE HE
DIPN'T LOOK 50 BAD.. HIS
ADMINISTRATION WAS
EFFICIENT, AND THANKS
TO HI5 THRIFT HE HAP NO
NEED TO BLEED THE
PROVINCES DRY. JUDAEA,
FOR EXAMPLE, WAS FAIRLY
QUIET UNDER TIBERIUS
14-37).
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LU PU.WEI, PRIME MINITER OF
THE STATE OF CHIN, HAS BEEN
CARRY(NG ON A LOVE AFFAIR
WITH THE KING'S MOTHER,
NOW 1T ABOUY 24/ B.C., AND—

A
Z 7./
GOON LIKE (e

THi5, PARLING?
OH, PUEY,

W WHY NOT?
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FOR EXAMPLE, THIS “KINGDOM OF 6OD.” WAS
THE RABBI PROMISING TO RESTORE A

RIGHTEOUS THRONE TO ISRAEL? WAS HE
CLAIMING TO BE THE MESSIAH HIMSELF?

% Thio A RELIGION,
A POLIT/CAL PARTY,
OR 20ME WEIRD KIND

N EVEN THE

¢ |
n.mp Jryg

CONFUSED!

TO SOUND OUT HI$ POLITICS, SOME-

2;1)5 :lell::y HIM A QUESTION ABOUT WP cerver oo cheoan vt
BV 15 CAESAR'S; RENDER UNTO

RABBI, SHOULD WE PAY TAXES | AR\ GOP WHAT 15 GOD'5...

BOTH TO THE ROMANS

AND THE TEMPLE?

THE DOUBLE WHAMMY
1% A KILLER?

THAT WOULD
CERTAINLY SEEM
TO SETTLE THE
QUESTION IN
FAVOR OF
CAESAR...

WA \LL P
THINK OF
SOMETHING .«
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INTRODUCTION

N THE LAST VOLUME, WE 5w <€
‘THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHINESE
CVILIZATION.. THE LESGNDS THE

IN THIS ONE, WE COVER THE
STORY OF THE FIRST
CHINESE GMPIRES —A WAR

IMAGINE IF ROBIN
HOOD HAD BELOME
KING OF GNGLAND—
SOMETHING LIKE

AT SOME POINT WERE,
YOU MAY ASK YOURSELF,
“WHY 15 HE 6IVING 50
MUCH ATTENTION TO
ONE EPISODE? HE JUST
SPENT 20 PAGES ON

10 YEARSI” 1 ASKED
MYSELF THE SAME
liucsﬁon...

w-ﬁ-//

~—~——

WELL, THE ANSWER MIGHT BE THAT | WANT
WESTERN READERS TO APPRECIATE THE WRALTH
OF DETAIL PRESERVED BY CHINESE HISTORIANS...
OR MAYBE I'M TRYING TO OVERCOME WESTERN
PREJUDICE BY SHOWING THE CHINESE AS
INDIVIDUALS...

— T Wanna BE
POLITICALLY CORRECr..

NAA-A-AH? THE REAL
REASON 16— COULON'T

RESIST? THE STORIES
( ARE TUsT TOO Goop .~

B AND LET'S 50-TO THE
ROYAL PALACE OF THE
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THE PREACHER OF PEALE:—I

BUT THE HEALER | LOVE, AND FORGIVENESS:
WAS ALSO A RABBI,
OR TEACHER. HIS
TEACHING COVERED
A LOT OF GROUND,
AND IN FACT IT
SOMETIMES SEEMED
AS IF THERE
WERE SEVERAL
JESHUAS:

BUT ACLORDING To T SAMUEL
CH.8, PARA. |4, SUBPARA.9,
175 OISAY FOR My PEDPLE
To STEAL GRAIN On The
SABBATH, \¢ THEY'RE HUNGRY |

THe KINGDOM oF
G 1% LIKE A

THE JUPGMENTAL,
FURIOUS THUNPERER:

WOE UNTO YE, | .
rES? I

HY!

jore CehOie
NO, WE DON'T_WASH OUR
HANDS BEFORE MEALS/

\T'S NOT_WHAT
GoES [NTO Your
i
0U,\T'5
WHAT Coped
oursr

\T 15 EASIER FOR A
[ o £ 4| [caneL o PA‘AN‘WROUMJ
iT, IT USU) THE EYE OF A NEEDLE
omes BACK | | TuAN FOR A RICK MAN
WITH SBVEN | | 10 ENTER THE KINGDOM
FRIENDS..

AND — YoU MAKE THE
CALLY? i

oNY &Y DRINKING
MY BLOOD Mo

EATING My FLESH
SHALL YE BE 5AVED?
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THEY HAD LAO Al's HAIR AND EYEBROWS|
PLUCKED OUT, DISGUISED HIM AS A
EUNUCH, AND MOVED HIM INTO TUE
QUERN'S QUARTERS.

00..- TRAT
SEM\-SMOSTH FACE. |
TS 15 REALLY SICK. |

TS WAS LOVE! 400N THE QUEEN
WA% PREGMANT AND MOVED
To THE COUNTRY TO HAVE THE
"EUNUCH'S" BABIES,

SHE GAVE LAD AL HI% OWN PALACE,COMPLETE

WITH LUNDREDS OF SERVANTS, GUARDS, GUESTS,
AND UANGER%-ON .

WAL\ DIDN'T kow You
CoULD RIDE OKE 0 THEM

THINGS THIS HIGH...

THE HAPPY COUPLE HAD TWO CHILDREN.

INEVITABLY, THEY CONSIDERED THEIR
FUTURE*

AU REGAL TODDLING !
WHY SHOULDN'T HiE
KING, INSTEAD OF YOUR
CRUEL, PARANOID LOUT

OF AN ELDEST GON?

SUPDENLY, THE KING OF CHIN, WHO HAD |
BEEN TURNING A BLIND EYE TO THE

WHOLE BUSINESS, TOOK AN (NTEREST
I Hi% MOMS AFFAIRS!

Teose BASTARDS
THE UEIRS oF MY
Cmem CHIN
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MY PLOSSOM, YOUR SON WAS A MERE BOY
WHEN HE BECAME KING OF CHIN... HE CALLED
ME —SNIE— SECOND FATHER. NOoW
HUE APPROACHES MANHOOD...AND IF KE
EVER FINDs DUT ABOUT U%, '\ /OOO
PIECES oF DEAD MEAT..

You DoN'T

SEEKNG A PINCH-HITTER, LU Pu-WEI
FOUND LAQ Al, WHO HAD A BIG BAT!?

Ho! EVERYBODY ELSE,
PIsMISSED?
<5

£ = 2

- AND MADE SURE THE QUEEN
HEARD ABOUT 1T
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JESHUA ALSO HAD A SORT OF 137
PISCIPLE, A WELL-TO-DO WOMAN
NAMED MARY MAGPALENE.

WHAT'S THE

ATTRACTION,
HONEY?

BVER $INCE HE RAISED MY

BROTHER LAZARUS FROM THE

DEAD, IT'S BEEN MAG/C
BETWEEN U%..

ACCORPING TO SOME TRAPITIONS,
MARY MAGDALENE HAD A VERY
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO THE
RABBI.

ONE NIGHT, SHE WAS MASSAGING
HIM WITH THE MOST EXPENSIVE
OINTMENT MONEY COULD BUY...

JUDAS, WHO HANDLED THE RABBINICAL
FINANCES, WAS OUTRAGED.

RABBI! WE COULD $EL L. THAT GUNK

AND GIVE THE MONEY TO THE POOR.*

PLEASE
TRY To BE

On, You'LL ALwAys
KAVE THE POOR-.. BUT YOU
WON'T ALWAYS HpNE ME...
AAAH... DO THAT TRING WITH YOUR
VAIR AGAIM..-

“You'LL ALWAYS HAVE THE |
POORZ™ WHAT KIND OF KINGDOM
OF 6OV 19 THAT 77 CAN T
POS5IBLY BE THAT OUR RABBI
1% JUAT ANOTHER LUXURY: LoViNG
POWER-TRIPPER 22
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IN TIME, SHE BORE A 50N—LU PU-WEI5| | UNFORTUNATELY, CHIN THEN ATTACKED
S0N~ AND TZU-CHU MARRIED HER. CHAO ... BUT THE HOSTAGE WAS NOW
RICH ENOUGHK To BUY Hi5 FREEDOM.

WAS THAT TIME FLIES WHEN HE FLED FOR HOME**

NIKE MONTHs? YOURE IN A STUPOR?
DION'T SEEM

AT LAST, AFTER A 56-YEAR REIGN, THE KING OF CHIN WENT TO HIS ANCESTORS...
A0 RELEA$ED TZU-CHU'S WIFE AND CHILD, WHO RETURNED TO FIND AN-KUO

KING, TZU-CHU CROWN PRINCE, AND LADY HUAYANG QUEEN MOTHER.

LU Pd-We/ ?

SUDDENLY, AN-KUO A% PROMISED, HE GAVE AND THEN, JUST As
DIED, AND TZU-CAU | | [ pu.WE! A FIEF OF SUDDENLY, TZU-CHU
WAS KING . 100,000 Hous¥otDS$ ALSO DIEP..

v pio T AND NAMED Him

WE DI AT AS5/sTANT PRIME

WE DID \T

WE DID \T..

You EARNED
\T, MASTER..
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THIS REALLY WORKS,
I Jou KNOw?

/SPECIALLY |F
YOU HOLD 'EM
POWN LONG

WELL,COUSIN,
How po You
FEEL?

Jtousu §
LUuckyY To
BE ALIVE...

FOR AT LEAST ONE PERSON, JESHUA BEN JOSEPH, BAPTISM DELIVERED THE
ENLIGHTENMENT EXPERIENCE.

PRMSE THE LORD!
NOW YOu CpN START
SINNIN' ALL OVER
AGAIN AND COME
BACK FOR MORE!
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BACK (N HAN TAN,
CAPYTAL OF CHAO?

BUDDENLY, LIFE WAS A PARTY — UNTIL, THAT 15, TZU CHU ADMIRED
LU PU- WEV'S MISTRESS, THE HOTTEST DANCER IN HANTAN...

OM! MASTER LUY THIS
RED-HOT LOTUS —
CAN I HAVE HER??

Lu PU-WEI $WALLOWED HARD AND
REFLECTED THAT HE HAD NEARLY
BANKRUPTED HIMSELF TO GET THS FAR

={ DON'T BLow 7,
DoN'T BLow v

50 THE PRINCE 60T WHAT HE
WANTED —AND MORE: SHE WAS
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“IT IS WRITTEN"

ﬂ N THOSE DAYS, THE BIBLICAL TRADITION OF PROPHECY STILL LIVED...
THE JEWS LONGED FOR ELIJAH’S RETURN... THEY REMEMBERED
THAT /5AIAH HAD PROMISED A SAVIOR FOR ISRAEL... AND NOW,
DESPITE THE DANGER, A NUMBER OF FREE-LANCE PREACHERS ADDED
THEIR VOICES TO THE MAINSTREAM OF JEWISH THOUGHT...

HERE'S ONE: JOHN, WHO TAUGHT THAT SINS COULD BE WASHED
AWAY BY A BATH IN THE JORPAN RIVER.

REAVY?

—y
i

219
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THEIR DEMONS..

IT BECAME CLEAR THAT JESHUA HAD
THE: TOUCH: HE COULD CURE THE
AFFLICTED, OR AT LEAST EXORCISE

/ Sesuus Ben

PEOPLE BEGAN TO SEEK HIM OUT..

UST PAST THe  SENANE
POSSESSED Pl6S, AND
LEFT AT THE LEPERS..

SOON THERE WAS 50 MUCH WORK THAT JESHUA
HAD TO DEPUTIZE TWELVE ASSISTANT EXORCISTS.

S/ M WELL CALL
3 R

THE LAYIN6 ON OF

HANDS 15 PART OF

MANY THERAPIES, FROM
TRADITIONAL (“FOLK”) MEDICINE
TO THE REVIVAL TENT TO THE
CHIROPRACTOR'S OFFICE.

JAMES ANDJOHN, You'LL BE
THUNPERSONS ...

HoW 'Bour

ME, Rsge1?
vo [ GET A
NICKNAME, Too™
\ WANT A
NICKNANE !

MM! SOUNDS

ONCE 1 TOOK MY LOWER BACK
PROBLEM TO A MODERN, BOARD-
(CERTIFIED ORTHOPEPIC MD. TYPE.

DURING OUR CONVERSATION, T
SAID—

WHATEVER YOU THINK OF
CHIROPRACTORS, THEY PO
PRACTICE LAYING ON OF

HANDS, WHICH HAS SOME

BHY JUDAS! ~ou can
BE /5CARIOT .

TRAT You

‘
CARRY A

CONCEALED
PAGGER..-

ALS0, You CAN
BE TREASURER..

THE M.D. BACKED AWAY FROM
ME TO THE FARTHEST CORNER
OF THE ROOM!

AHEM € WE LIKE TO
HINK THAT £ COUGH 7
MODERN MEDICINE
PROVIDES A... AH.
CARING ENVIRONAE!
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LIKE OTHERS WHO HAVE SEEN “IT,” JESHUA
NEEDED TO HEAD FOR THE WILDERNESS TO
THINK THINGS OVER...

You COULD BE KING oF
THE WORLD!

AFTER A WHILE, HE RETURNED TO

RECRUIT FOLLOWERS—FROM JOHN
THE BAPTIST'S FLOCK!

UM.. WHAT DO
You OFFER?

FOLLOW ME...

STRANGELY ENOUGH, THE BAPTIST
DIDN'T SEEM TO MIND.

oW ABOUT —
ETERNAL LIFE?

IF It's oF GOD, 1%
BOOP... OTHERWISE, \T
WON'T WORK! TRAT'S
How 1 SEE IT--

JUP. UsT GIVE
ME A HARR SHIRT, AND
™ HAPPY/
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HONEY, I KILLED THE KIDS!

NDER THE

PERSIAN EMPIRE
(540-330 B.L.) MANY
JEWS RETURNED TO
JERUSALEM AND BUILT
THE SECOND TEMPLE.
UNDER ALEXANDER
(330-323 B.C.), NOT
MUCH CHANGED...

AFTER HE DIED, THE
SELEUCID DYNASTY
OF SYRIA RULED,
UNTIL, AROUND 170 B.C.,
THE SELEUCID KING
TRIEP TO FORCE ALL
HIS SUBJECTS TO
WORSHIP ZEUS.

N

BWS! | SACRIFICED

TO ZEL, AND \T
REALLY WASN'T TuaT
BIG A DEAL?

SOMETIME IN THE 4005

BL., THE PERSIAN SHAH

I155UED ORVERS PUTTING
JERUSALEM UNDER JEWISH RULE.
AS THE WALLS ROSE, 50 DID A
QUESTION: WHO EXACTLY WAS A
JEW, ANYWAY?

NEHEMIAH THE GOVERNOR AND
EZRA THE 5CRIBE COMPILED A
COMPLETE FAMILY TREE OF THE
JEWS... CERTIFIED JEWS WHO HAD
MARRIED PEOPLE OFF THE LIST
WERE ORDERED TO SEND THEM
AWAY, INCLUDING ANY KIDS.

OW! BETIER GO, HON'! |

THEY MEAN BUSINESS!

1 BEAT THEM... | PULLED
THEIR HAIR.." —NEHEMIAH 13:25

207

e |
THIS EARLY EXAMPLE OF ETHNIC
CLEANSING DID LITTLE TO WIN
THE 600D WILL OF THE
NEIGHBORS...

DI
WE BUILD THE.
WALL HIGH
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A% ROME'S FIRST THE HERODIAN HEIRS APPEARED IN PERSON: PRINCE
CITIZEN, AUGUSTUS HAD | ARCHELAUS, WHO CLAIMED THE KINGDOM...
THE PLEASURE OF ———

CHOOSING THE RULERS THERE I AM, RIGHT IN THE
OF THE LITTLE WILL, YOUR PRUDENT,

KINGDOMS ON THE PRESCIENT PRINCELINESS! 4
FRINGES OF THE EMPIRE.
FOR INSTANCE, WHEN
KING HEROD OF JUDAEA
DIEP IN 4 B.C.,
AUGUSTUS WAS
EXECUTOR OF HIS
ESTATE!

HIS HIGHNESS, MY (SNORT!) LATE
BELOVED BROTHER HEROD, WAS
STARK, RAVING MAD WHEN HE

WROTE THAT WILL... PLEASE,
YOUR PREEMINENT PRIMACY,
IGNORE 1T, AND FAVOR
_’an OF MY SONS WITH
THE THRONE!

ARCHELAUS
15 A SHNOOK,
YOUR PROMINENCE!
A WEAK-WILLED,
INCOMPETENT
SCHLEMIEL!

Etsy;g ALL ggéfgﬁclmr., NZ
UTCHERS, /ols : DON'T
JOUR PREPONDERACE? ) i RORICIDAL

MANIACY ANYTHING.,
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AND 50 PIED HEROVD ARCHELAUS WENT STRAIGHT TO THE TEMPLE TO
THE GREAT. HIS WILL, BUTTER UP THE MULTITUDE.

REVISED AT THE LAST
MINUTE, PASSED THE
CROWN TO HI$ OLD-
EST SURVIVING SON,
ARCHELAUS, IF
AUGUSTUS AGREED.

=

APy

=R ‘;,,‘,‘\‘_ﬂ’
I Y N

THAT NIGHT, ARCHELAUS' DINNER WAS
DISTURBED BY 6ROANS AND SHOUTS.

>
R

REVOLUTIONARIES HAD SEIZED THE
TEMPLE, DEMANDING PUNISHMENT

FOR THE EXECUTIONERS OF THEIR
FRIENDS, THE EAGLE STEALERS.

WHEN NEGOTIATIONS FAILED, ARCHELAUS
SENT IN THE TROOPS, AND ONCE AGAIN—

THE NEXT DAY, ARCHELAUS
SAILED FOR ROME!
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HE LOVED MIRIAM (ARISTOBULUS’
GRANDDAUGHTER) MADLY, BUT THE
FEELING WAS NOT MUTUAL!

STILL, THEY HAD FIVE CHILDREN:
TWO 6IRLS AND THREE BOYS.

WHY DO I
PUT UP WITH
THI% 72

1 GON'T KNOW... 15 |T BECAUSE YOu
KILLED MY BROTHER? OR BE (AUSE
You KILLED MY UNCLE? OR BECAUSE
YOUR FATHER KILLED MY GRAND -
FATHER 2 OR BECAUSE YOU KEEP
CALLING ME “HONEY 2"

{BUT THE KIDS HATED HIM, TOO... 0,
INCITED BY HIS SISTER SALOME, HE
HAD MIRIAM AND THE TWO OLPDER
BOYS EXECUTED!

4UE TRIED TO POISON YOU, BROTHER...THIS 15
SWPLE SELF -DEFENSE " -

BUT, HEY, HE HAD EIGHT MORE WIVES
AND PLENTY OF SONS! HE NAMED A
NEW CROWN PRINCE, BUT THIS KID
HATED HIM, TOO.

IN 4 B.C, ON HIS DEATHBED, HEROD HEARD
THE NEWS THAT REBEL RABBIS HAD BEEN
CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF CUTTING DOWN
THE EAGLE OVER THE TEMPLE GATE.

HE ORDEREV THEM TO BE
BURNED ALIVE... ORVERED THE
CURRENT cROWN PRINCE
EXECUTED... ORPERED ALL THE
LEADING CITIZENS OF JUDAEA
TO BE ROUNPED UP AND
SLAUGHTERED IMMEDIATELY
AFTER HI5 OWN DEATH.

NO ONE
WILL MOURN
ME, BUT (L
MAKE "EM
WEEP

(ONLY THE FIRST TWO
ORDERS WERE CARRIED OUT.)
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NOW ALL ISRAEL, IT SEEMS, LONGED FOR A MESSIAH: A SAVIOR WHO
WOULD DELIVER THE NATION FROM HEROD’S HATED HOUSE AND THE
ROMAN YOKE.. ACROSS THE LAND, WOMEN HEARD VOICESH

TAMAR!
YOUR s0M'S

> 16
iy |
THE ONBY

THIS WAS THE POINT AT WHICH
ARCHELAUS, SALOME, AND ALL
ARGUED THEIR CASE BEFORE
CAESAR AUGUSTUS! 1=
R P AP SO VAN
o = = G
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AUGUSTUS'S JUPGMENT
WAS S0LOMONIC: HE
CHOPPED UP HEROD’S
KINGDPOM AND GAVE
PIECES TO EVERYONE:
JUDAEA FOR ARCHELAUS,
ANOTHER CHUNK FOR
HI$ HALF-BROTHER, A
CITY FOR $ALOME, ETC....

BUT SALOME WAS RIGHT: ARCHELAUS WAS A
SHNOOK. REBELLIONS CONTINUED.. WOULD BE
MESSIAHS WERE EVERYWHERE!

IN THE YEAR &, AUGUSTUS DEPOSED ARCHELAUS xjUI?AEA CAME UNDER
AND BANISHED HIM FOREVER TO GAUL. PIRECT ROMAN cONTROL

FOR THE FIRST TIME...

UM WE
PP Ask FOR
THIS, RIGHT?

NOW AUGUSTUS COULD NOT TO MENTION THE SITUATION IN HI%
TURN TO SOME OTHER OWN HOUSEHOLP...
PRESSING 155UES, LIKE A

MY LEGIONS .. .BRING
w::AI'F‘ ;;iﬁ'%’%v Wex 1Y eaions.
THREE ROMAN
LEGIONS IN THE
DEPTHS OF THE
FOREST...

HERMANNSDENKMAL,
19TH CENTURY
GERMAN MONUMENT
TO THE ANCIENT

W vicTory.
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ENTER ANTIPATER, A WARRIOR FROM MAKING WAR ON ARISTOBULUS,
THE IPUMAEAN SOUTH, WHO BEFRIENDED ANTIPATER INVITED THE ROMANS IN
JOHN HYRCANUS. TO HELP.

WELL...NO..NOT REALLY...NAH-

IN 63 B.C., POMPEY THE GREAT, WITH ANTIPATER IN TOW, FORCED HIS WAY
INTO JERUSALEM, KILLING THOUSANDS, AND HORRIFIED THE PRIESTS BY
ENTERING THE TEMPLE'S FORBIDDEN HOLY OF HOLIES—THE INNER SANCTUM
WHERE MOST RELIGIONS KEPT A STATUE OF THE 6OD.. SURPRISE!

POMPEY MARCHED OFF, LEAVING JUDAEA
UNDER JOHN HYRCANUS—AND ANTIPATER.

WAVE 500D-BYE To YOUR

NEW FRIENDS 77 SPOOKIEST

THING | EVER
SAW, BY THE
BEARD OF ZEU4..

(A FEW YEARS LATER, |
POMPEY'S PAL CRASS5US
VISITED THE TEMPLE,
TOO... HE MAY HAVE BEEN
AWED BY THE IMAGELESS
60D, TOO, BUT NOT VERY...
HE LOOTED THE TEMPLE
TREASURY BEFORE
MARCHING OFF TO DIE
IN PARTHIA...)






images/00212.jpeg
IN 170 B.C. (OR 1697), A PRIEST AND HIS CALLING THEMSELVES THE

i FIVE 5ONS BUTCHERED THE FIRST JEW MACCABEES, OR HAMMERS,

WHO PARED TO SACRIFICE TO ZEUS. THE SON$ LED A REVOLT
/ THAT WON BACK ISRAELI

HAVE You . Y | CONTROL OF JERUSALEM...

FORGOTTEN

IN 165, JUDAH MACCABEE, CHIEF OF THE FIVE, SMASHED THE STATUE OF
ZEUS, HAD THE TEMPLE CLEANED UP, AND INVENTED THE FESTIVAL OF
HANNUKAH TO COMMEMORATE THE EVENT.

THIS FAMILY, THE HASMONEANS*
RULED FOR GENERATIONS, FIRST
AS HIGH PRIESTS, LATER AS

KINGS AND QUEENS...

... BUT IN 69 B.C., A YOUNGER BROTHER,
ARISTOBULUS, GRABBED THE THRONE

FROM THE RIGHTFUL KING, JOHN HYRCANUS.
TO KEEP FAMILY PEACE, HYRCANUS WAS
LEFT ALIVE AND NAMED HIGH PRIEST.

NoTE :
s Was
DURING THE
TIME TUAT

ROME Was
RISING IN
THE WEST,

1T 5UKT% YOu,
BRO'! LITTLE
Tuck HERE,

LeT ouT THE
WAIS T

I"AFTER THE FIVE'S GRANDFATHER
ASAMON
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THE ROMANS APPOINTED
HEROD KING OF JUPAEA,
IDUMEA 3 ENVIRONS—IF HE
COULD CONQUER IT!

PIECE OF

IN 37 B.C., HE ATTACKED JERUSALEM, AND
FOR THE SECOND TIME IN 25 YEARS, HUMAN
BLOOD SPLASHED THE TEMPLE COURTS...

WIRCANDY, BUDDY OF MY DAD!
%ORRY ABOUT ALL THIS? S0RRY
ABOUT YOUR DEAD BROTHER!
SORRY You CAN'T BE KING!
BUT WHAT say 1 MARRY

YOUR DAUGHTER

AFTER HIS VICTORY, HEROD RAISED A

A 5YMBOL OF ROME.

GOLDEN EAGLE ABOVE THE TEMPLE GATE—

FOR THE NEXT 33 YEARS
HEROD RULED WITH A HARD
HAND: TAXING HEAVILY,
OPPRESSING MERCILESSLY,
BUILDING SPLENDIDLY, AND
DEDICATING WHOLE CITIES
TO HI$ ROMAN PATRON.
AUGUSTUS REWARDED HIM
WITH MORE TERRITORY!

MANY PIOUS PATRIOTS LONGED FO;?_—l
THE PRIEST-KING HASMONEANS AND
HATED HEROD, HIS TOWNS FULL

OF IDOL%, AND HI5 GOLDEN EAGLE.

BESIDES, HE'S NOT © TRUE.. HI$ MOTHER

REALLY JEWI9HI \ WAS AN ARAB..
»——%———/\( BUT THEN, WHAT
WAS KING 50L0}

TO MAKE NICE, HEROD MARRIED TWO
HASMONEANS: MIRIAM, DAUGHTER OF
JOHN HYRCANUS, AND MIRIAM,

GRANDDAUGHTER OF ARISTOBULUS.
THIS DIDN'T WORK FOR A MINUTE...

Hl.. OM...
HONEY?
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IN THE ROMAN CIVIL WARS, WHEN
POMPEY FELL TO CAESAR, ANTIPATER
DEFTLY SWITCHED SIDES.

NEED HELP,
CAESAR?,

HI5 ENEMY ARISTOBULUS ALSO HOPED
TO BEFRIEND CAESAR, BUT WAS POISONED
BY ANTIPATER'S AGENTS AND

EMBALMED IN A TUB OF HONEY...

VICTORY
16 HweET!

AFTER CAESAR'S AS5ASSINATION,
ANTIPATER'S SON HEROPD BECAME
MARK ANTONY'S LIEUTENANT...

HEROD SHOWED HIMSELF JUST AS PLIANT
AND ADAPTABLE A% HIS FATHER!

SAHEML AT YOUR
SERVICE, 6us?

WHEN ANTONY FELL TO AU6!J§TU5,~|

HONEY, A COMMON

INGREDIENT IN ANCIENT

EGYPTIAN MEDICINE,
DOES IN FALT KILL BACTERIA.
(5AMPLES OVER 2500 YEARS OLD
HAVE TURNED UP IN TOMBS.)

BUT AS EMBALMING FLUID? THE
MEDICAL HISTORIAN &UIDO MAINO
EXPERIMENTED BY IMMERSING
PIECES OF RODENT MEAT IN
HONEY FOR PERIODS OF TIME.

HE WRITES: “VERY SMALL PIECES
MIGHT BE PRESERVED INDEFI-
NITELY. BUT WITH LARGER PIECES,
DEEP POWN WHERE THE HONEY
CANNOT REACH, PUTREFALTION 15
RAMPANT, 6AS DEVELOPS, AND
THE RESULT 15 A TERRIBLE
WASTE OF WORK... THEY MUST
HAVE BURIED HASMONAEAN (IE.,
ARISTOBULOS) IN A HURRY.”
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EXCEPT FOR A LOYAL 5000-MAN
PRAETORIAN GUARD, ALL ROME'S
ARMIES WERE STATIONED ON THE
IMPERIAL FRONTIERS: GERMANY,

HAVING WIPED OUT ALL HI$ ENEMIES,
AUGUSTUS COULD NOW “CONSULT”
WITH THE SENATE IN COMFORT.

GAUL, EGYPT, ASIA, ETC....

Y.
0 THE IMPERIAL
THROAT Y

WITH THE 6RO55 NATIONAL PRODUCT OF
EBYPT AT HI5 PERSONAL DISPOSAL, AUGUSTUS
COULD LAVISH THE CAPITAL WITH SPLENDID

BUILDINGS, GAMES, AND CHEAP BREAD.

< PO You THINK
ATH
PESENSITIZES us 32
J0 WOLENCE?

A PATRON OF THE ARTS, THE
EMPEROR ENCOURAGED PATRIOTIC
ND VERGIL.

Y ROME 1% GREAT, ROME 15

REALLY GReAT, AND
50 ON AND 200N FOR

BUT HE BANISHED THE POET oVvIP
TO A DESERT ISLAND FOR HI%
“IMMORAL” VERSE...

(BY AND LARGE, AUGUSTUS'S EFFORTS
TO IMPROVE PUBLIC MORALS FLOPPED

UTTERLY.)
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NOW IT WAS CAESAR'S TURN TO WIN GLORY. HE
RAISED AN ARMY AND INVADED GAUL.

PLL GO DOWN
IN HISTORY !
BY JUP'TER,
YL WRITE
THE HISTORY ™

PROVING HIMSELF A
GREAT GENERAL, CAESAR
CONQUERED THE GAULS
WITH A MIXTURE OF
PEFT MANEUVER,
ENGINEERING, DIPLOMACY,
AND AWESOME CARNAGE.
AT THE SAME TIME HE
WROTE HIS MEMOIRS,
WHICH HAVE GALLED
60 GENERATIONS OF
LATIN $TUDENTS.

BUT NOW THE TRIUMVIR-
ATE CRUMBLED: CRASSUS
WAS KILLED WHILE IDIOT-
ICALLY INVADING IRAQ...

IN THE WINTER OF 50-49,
' CAESAR MARCHED HIS

ARMY ON ROME.

IN ROME POMPEY MADE
UP WITH THE SENATE'S
ANTI-CAESAR PARTY...

THE MAN /§ A
MENACE TO THE
REPUBLIC! p

AND CAESAR DREW THE
OBVIOUS CONCLUSION...

W DIGNIT Y 1%
IN DANGER...

POMPEY FLED TO GREECE...
CAESAR FOLLOWED...

AND FOR THE NEXT TWO
YEARS, ROMAN BATTLED
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INTRODUCTION

THE TIME MACHINE'S ON THE BLINK.. IM NOT ANY TIME YOU TRY
SURE WHY... COULD BE THE STRAIN OF THE LAST TO TIME TRAVEL
TRIP THROUGH ROME—OR THE NEXT ONE Ve THROUGH AN ERA
THROUGH ROMAN PALESTINE ANV JUDAEA! OF HOLY STORIES,
E = < ¥ | you JusT kNow
THINGS CAN YOU'RE ASKING FOR

HAVE CAUSES IN 25 b ENGINE TROUBLE!
THE FUTURE, YOI o 2
< 2 2 HM

NOTMIN&VNGEEMG
WRONG HERE.

TAKE MIRACLES, FOR EXAMPLE.. WHAT'S A
HISTORIAN TO MAKE OF MIRACLES??!

‘ START, you
sroup MAydo//A/E'.”
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ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT APPEARED TO FOLLOW THE OLP REPUBLICAN
} ROUTINES, IN REALITY EVERYONE—SENATORS, CONSULS, CENSORS, PRAETORS,
QUAESTORS, AND ALL—OBEYED ONE MAN: CAESAR AUSUSTUS, DICTATOR,

EMPEROR, PERPETUAL TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE—OR, IF YOU PREFER, JUST
PLAIN PRINCEPS: THE FIRST.

20f
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THE CARTOON HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSE

T WAS A NEW
DAY FOR ROME!

THE REALM SPREAD
FURTHER THAN EVER
BEFORE... ROMAN
WEALTH HAP NEVER
BEEN GREATER.. AND
THE ROMAN TRADITION
OF FREEDOM WAS

J NOW ALL BUT

g EXTINGUISHED...

£
\
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ON MARCH 15, 44 B.C., CAESAR WAS APPROACHED BY A CROWD OF $ENATORS,
INCLUDING JUNIUS BRUTUS, DESCENDANT OF THE BRUTUS WHO TOPPLED THE

BUT NO SENATORIAL MOB TURNED

OUT TO CELEBRATE... 50 CAESAR'S
LIEUTENANT. MARC ANTONY
DARED TO MAKE A SPEECH.

FRIENDS, ROMANS, COUNTRYMEN! T COME
NOT TO BURY CAESAR, BUT TO LEAVE
HIM LYIN' AROUND IN THE OPEN A
'WHILE, UNTIL YOU COULDN'T FORGET
ABOUT HIM IF YOU TRIED...*

=~ Q

NOW CAESAR'S MOB ROAMED THE
'6TREETS, MURDERING SENATORS (AND
ONE POET WITH A SENATOR'S NAME)...

! AM CInNA
THE POET ! CINWA

BRUTUS & FRIENDS FLED AND WERE
HUNTED POWN BY ANTONY AND HIS
PARTNER, CAESAR'S SHORT AND SICKLY
NEPHEW OCTAVIAN.

HERE LIES THE NOBLEST ROMAN

QOF THEM ALL —IF YOU DON'T

MIND MY SAYIN' 50, NOW THAT
- HE’S DEAD...






images/00201.jpeg
|_£AE5AR WON... WENT TO CAESAR CONSOLED HIMSELF BY CONQUERING EGYPT—
EGYPT... WHERE SOME- | [ AND ITS PRINCESS CLEOPATRA.

UGHT HIM
Eopy BRCENT I WHAT WOULD YOU $AY IF | TOLD I'D AY YOU

YOU THAT SOMEDAY AFROCENTRIC SURE TALK
HISTORIANS WOULD CLAIM YOU AS A LOT FOR
AFRICAN, EVEN THOUGH YOURE THE A GUY WITH
PRODUCT OF EIGHT GENERATIONS
OF MACEDONIAN INBREEDING?

()

/)

£ | \\é.m AW
CAESAR NOW RULED AS DICTATOR... THIS LENIENCY MAY HAVE COST CAESAR |
BUT, UNLIKE SULLA, HE DIDN'T BELIEVE
IN ANNIHILAlNé HIS ENEMIES. U THE (ALENB‘R % BevLy ™
o g - NEED OF A MONTH NAMED JULY'..

; = "M A GOOV b
i 6Ly YoU'LL [l \1

SEE... BES\VES,

\ NEED You
ALL, THERE'S 50

FIGHTING
CORRUPTION...

BUILDING
INFRASTRUCTURE...
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WOULD OCTAVIAN ABOLISH THE CROWN IMSELE
iBRING BACK THE SENATE? KING? >
REPUBLIC? TOTALLY

UNROMANY

THAT'S IT?
WELL.. Also

IMPERATOR,
SPICTATOR ..

THAT'S
TIME -
HONORED...

NO? THEN WHAT WAS
HE? HIS TITLE, THAT 157

OFFICIALLY ?
TRIBUNE

OF THE
PEOPLE?

WEE UEE

$O: "AUSUSTUS CAESAR.”
THAT MUST MEAN THE
END OF THE REPUBLIC
AND THE START OF THE
ROMAN EMPIRE, RIGHT?

on..on0 WouLo Y >
YU NAME A

MONTH AFTER

ME, WHILE ~

YOURE AT VT

“EXALTED!™ T

LIKE THE 50U N
OF THAT», 2

You NiTwiTe
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ANTONY AND OCTAVIAN SWORE FRIEND- UNLIKE UNCLE JULIUS, THEY AS5ASSINATED
SHIP, A5 ANTONY MARRIED OCTAVIAN'S | | THOUSANDS OF SUSPECTED ENEMIES.
SISTER OCTAVIA.

SORRY, SENATOR, BUT WE
REALLY DO WANT To AVO\D
FUNCLE JULIUS'S” MISTARE—
YOU UNPERSTAND?

THEN OCTAVIAN AND IN EGYPT, ANTONY MET OCTAVIAN USED THIS AS
ANTONY EACH TOOK HALF AND MARRIED QUEEN AN EXCUSE TO ATTACK
OF ROME'S VAST REALM. ANTONY.

TLL 5TAY HERE 1N ROME,| IV THe X8Y INSULTED
sromerp vt you | | % M FAMILY?F S

CAN HAVE EGYPT> ¢
il

AGAIN CIVIL WAR BROKE OUT... IT ENDED, IN 28 B.C.
WITH ANTONY'S DEFEAT AT ACTIUM AND CLEOPATRA'S
SNAKE-BITE SUICIDE.

HAIL, CAESAR OCTAVIANUS? ¥
ANTONY —DEAD! CLEOPATRA~

NOW ROME REALLY WAS
RULED BY ONE MAN,
COUGHING AND WEARING
PLATFORM SHOES.
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WAIT,
THERE'S MORE!

‘A delight”

—CARL SAGAN

‘Obviously one of
the great books of

all time’
—TERRY JONES,
Monty PyTHON’S FLYING CIRCUS

‘Not simply a
comic, but a good

story that | can recommend.”
—RICHARD LEAKEY

“‘Hilariously informative..
Gonick manages to cover three bilion years...
with casual erudition, silly humor and delightfully cartoony
black-and-white drawings.”
—PuBLISHERS WEEKLY

N~

THREE RIVERS PRESS * new voux
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JOSEPHUS, THE JEWISH WAR, TR. BY G.A WILLIAMSON,
Ny, PENGUIN, 1969; A MUST-READ!!

LIVY, A HISTORY OF ROME. SELECTIONS TR. BY M.
HADAS AND TP. POE, N.Y, THE MODERN LIBRARY, 1962;
A 6OOD, IF UNTRUSTWORTHY READ.

LO KUAN-CHUNG, ROMANCE OF THE THREE KINEDOMS,
VOLUME ONE, TR. BY C.H. BREWITT-TAYLOR, RUTLAND,
VT. CHARLES E TUTTLE, 1976; SWASHBUCKLING EPIC.

MAENCHEN-HELFEN, OTTO I, THE WORLD OF THE
HUNS, BERKELEY, UL. PRESS, 1973; A SCHOLARLY TOUR
DE FORCE

MARCELLINUS, AMMIANUS, HISTORY, VOLUMES I, I, Ill,
TR. BY J. ROLFE, LOGB CLASSICAL LIBRARY, HARVARD U.
PRESS, 1939; A NEGLECTED, BLOOD-CURDLING, HAIR-

RAISING CLASSIC BY A FOURTH-CENTURY EYEWITNESS.

WGOVERN, WM, THE EARLY EMPIRES OF CENTRAL
ASIA, CHAPEL HILL, UNIVERSITY OF N. CAROLINA PRESS,
1939, SOME SURPRISING INFO.

MWNEILL, WILLIAM, PLAGUES
AND PEOPLES, N.Y. ANCHOR
BOOKS, 1976. BADLY WRITTEN
BUT THOUGHT-PROVOKING
SPECULATIONS.

METZGER, B.M. AND MURPHY,
RE. EDS., THE NEW OXFORD
ANNOTATED BIBLE, N,
OXFORD U. PRESS, 1991 6OOD
FOOTNOTES, BUT TRIES TO
NEUTRALIZE THE ORIGINAL'S
GENDER-BIASED LANGUAGE.

NEEDHAM, T, SCIENCE AND CIVILIZATION IN CHINA,
CAMBRIDGE, CAMBRIDGE U. PRESS, 1966... AN
ENCYCLOPEDIC, MAGNIFICENT LIFE'S WORK.

PAGELS, €. THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS, NY, VINTAGE, 1981;
THE EARLY HERETICS AND WHAT THEY THOUGHT.

PAYNE, R, THE HORIZON BOOK OF ANCIENT ROME,
N.Y, AMERICAN HERITAGE PUBLISHING CO. INC, 1966
600D Pix.

PLINY, NATURAL HISTORY, VOLUME # & 9, TR. BY H.
RACKHAM, LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY, HARVARD U. PRESS,
1961, BAD SCIENCE, BUT VOL 9'5 SECTION ON BIRDS 15
NOT TO BE MISSED.

Lo KA YSE e

S
=T e

PROCOPIVS, THE SECRET HISTORY, TR. BY 777, T CAN'T
FIND THE REFERENCE, BUT YOU SHOULD TRY, IF YOU
WANT TO READ A FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF
THEODORA'S 5CANDALS.

RENAULT, M, THE NATURE OF ALEXANDER, N..,
PANTHEON, 1975.

STRONG, D, THE EARLY ETRUSCANS, N.Y., 67.
PUTNAM'S SONS, 1968.

TACITUS, THE ANNALS AND
THE HISTORIES, TR. BY Ad.
CHURCH AND W.J. BRORIBS,
ABRIDGED BY H. LLOYD-
JONES, N.Y, WASHINGTON
SQUARE PRESS, 1964;
SEEMINGLY WRITTEN
(AROUND THE YEAR 100)

IN A SEETHING FURY.

TARN, W.W., ALEXANDER
THE REAT, CAMBRIDGE,
CAMBRIDGE U. PRESS, 1979
600D, SHORT ACCOUNT

OH-Ou! \NFORMATION
DENS\TY'S GOIN

ey
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?LEA',E
ACCEPT MY

HUMBLE ATOLOGAES

FOR NOT u‘)le
MORE BOOKS ON

& nle‘ro\zw

AUGUSTINE, CONFESSIONS, TR.
B8Y I. 6. PILKINGTON, NY,
LIVERIGHT PUBLISHING CORP.,
1943 JUICY, PIQUANT SELF-
EXAMINATIONS.

AUERBACH, E., MIMESIS, TR. BY
E. TRASK, GARDEN CITY, NY,
DOUBLEDAY ANCHOR, 1953 A
MASTERPIECE ON LITERATURE,
FEELING, AND WESTERN

= CIVILIZATION.

i BALSDON, TPV.0, LIFE AND
L LEISURE IN ANCIENT ROME,
N.Y. MCGRAW-HILL, 1969.

BALSUON, TPN.D., ROMAN WOMEN: THEIR HISTORY
AND HABITS, CONNECTICUT, GREENWOOD PRESS, 1975
WAY MORE THAN T COULD USE, SADLY, BUT A 600D

SOURCE.

DE BARY, W.T., SOURCES OF CHINESE TRADITION, N,
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1960, BRIGF EXCERPTS
FROM A FEW OF THE CLASSICS.

DE CAMP, L 5, THE ANCIGNT GNGINEERS, NY.,
DOUBLEDAY, 1963; BRICKS AND MORTAR.

CARCOPINO, T. DAILY LIFE IN ANCIENT ROME, TR. BY
EO. LORIMER, NEW HAVEN, YALE U. PRESS, 1963;
DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF GARBAGE DISPOSAL,
HORSE-RACING, ETC.

COOK, 5A., ADCOCK, F.E, CHARLESWORTH. M.P.,
EVS.THE CAMBRIDSG ANCIENT HISTORY. VOLUME
Vill,, CAMBRIDGE, THE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1928,
MASSIVE.

COOK, 5.A, ADLOCK, FE., CHARLESWORTH. MP, EDS.
THE CAMBRIDSE ANCIENT HISTORY. VOLUME IX,
CAMBRIDGE, THE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1966 MASSIVE.

CORNELL, T. & MATTHEWS, T, ATLAS OF THE ROMAN
WORLD, N.Y., FACTS ON FILE, INC, 1962, SURPRISINGLY
FING HISTORICAL NARRATIVE PLUS 6OOD PIX.

EBERHARD, W., A HISTORY OF CHINA, BERKELEY, UL.
PRESS, 1977, SOMEWHAT MORE DETAILED THAN SOME.

EUSEBIUS, THE GCCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, TR. BY
TEL. OULTON, LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY, HARVARD U.
PRESS, 1964, T DARG YOU TO READ THIS WITHOUT
EXPLODING!

GIBBON, E., THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN
EMPIRE, N.Y, MOVERN LIBRARY, (3 VOLUMES);
JUSTIFIABLY FAMOUS: SCHOLARLY, JUDICIOUS, &
OPINIONATED, THOUGH HIS ROLLING STYLE
EVENTUALLY WEARS.

HEICHELWEIM, FM.
AND YEO, C., A
HISTORY OF THE
ROMAN PEOPLE,
ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS,
N.J, PRENTICE-HALL,
1962; GOOD GENERAL
HISTORY TO THE
A6k OF
CONSTANTINE.

HOLUM, K&, THEODOSIAN EMPRESSES, BERKELEY, UL.
PRESS, 1962; SOME INTERESTING EASTERN CHURCH
HISTORY.

JONES, AHM., THE LATER ROMAN EMPIRE 284-602,
NORMAN, OKLA., U. OF OKLAHOMA PRESS, 1964;
EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT
LATE ROMAN TAX COLLECTION, PLUS SOME 6000
STUFF.
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EUROPE WAS MIRED IN POVERTY AND IGNORANCE... CHINA WAS RISING
AGAIN UNDER THE TANG DYNASTY.. AND MOST OF THE LAND IN BETWEEN
WAS ABOUT TO SEE SOME VISITORS FROM A SURPRISING DIRECTION...
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TUE MANOR
OLON'T ANSWER

MY LETTER! 50

Uan MAKING MY OWAl

STREET SILNS !
oo

A, .- THE ARCUABOLOGY  \EGSE, TR THE CHINESE
OF ANCIENT CHINA ﬁmr«: CLASS/CG. AN IMMENSE,
SniPPeTs OF SPEULATION LIE 5 VOLUME TREASURE - TROVE
BURIED AMONG THE FOTS AND THE ANNALS OF YAD, SHUK. +
BONES . DIl THEM OUT! i, OLD POEMS, SPRING +

ATl ANNALS, SALTY

CHUANG-TZU COMPLETE WORKS FOOTNOTES, ALL $ERVED
TR, BY B WATSON. WHAT'S WRONG P WITH GREAT SCHOLARSWIP

WiTH BEWG USELESS A CRANKY, VICTORIAR ORISONS

By THE REV. DR. LEGGE !

LI,0 THE ESSENCE OF CHINESE 2
CIVILIZATCON], MORE BX<ERPTS -

Loews, i, EVERYDAY LIFE I EARLY IMPERUL CHINA -
SURPRISINGLY THI.

conFucius, ANALECTS, TR By A WALEY
BEST TRANSLATION OF THE
OLD RERIBLICAN'S 5AYINGS,
COMPILED BY W5 STUDENTS

SCNATER, €.+ TIME-LIFE €05,
ANCIENT CHINA.-

DISAPPOINTING.

SMITH, B+ WENG, W, (HINA, |
A HISTORY 18 ART. oo,
NON STANDARD Prx N

DEBARY, CHAN, + WAT50M, €05,
SOURCES OF CHINESE
TRADITION. MW Pty
EXCERtTa, g

EDITORS OF HORVZON MAGAZINE THE HOR/20M Boox OF AU MA CHEN, RECORDS OF THE HiSTORIAN. my man'|
THE ARTS OF CHINA. LAV SH TIX. CHn's GREATEST AISTORIAN LAYS 17 ouT FOR Nou!
REPAYS REPEATED READINGS, F FOSSIBLE, GET THE
FITZGERALD, <P THE HORIZON  EOITION FROM BEIOING FOR 115 BROADER SELECTION
HISTORY OF LHINA. MORE (5 LIVELY TRANSLATION
LAVISW Pix—PLUS THOUGKTFUL
TEXT. AN EXCELLENT
BoOK?

HsDN-T2e, WORKS.
NAKED DEFENSE OF
HIERARCHY AND
AUTHORITY

SUN-TZU T . A 3
WTITUTE OF TUE WSTORY OF NATUEAL SCENCE, BELLNG, N T ART QAR e

ANCIENT CHINA'S TENOLOGY AND § CIENCE . S "WARRIORS ; ToO, | HEAR.
6o0D CUAPTER O SiLK BT

Ao 15, TAO-TE CH/ING ER WILGHER, A, MENCIUIS, THE
GET AN EPITION WITH MAK AND His IDEAS

tors or Foomiores, Wizsou i, ANCIENT CHINA:
¥ JOURE SERWOL OVERIES OF PosT-
LIBERATION ARCHAEOLOGY

A3 ). NEEDNAM'S SCIENCE &

EIILIZATION IW CHINA |5
A MUST-READ; BUT | DION'T?

THE BEST THING ABOUT
READING CHINESE HISTORY
& THAT HALE AN HOUR

LATER YOU'RE HUNGRY
FOR MORE 2>
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Took MY WATCH,
TIME 1T 157

THE FIRST CITIES 3¢
D. HAMBLIN. EYCELLENT
SOURCE FOR HARAPPAM
MUD VOLCANOES

TuE RIG VEDA
TRANSLATED BY W.
O'FLAMERYY. EARLY
ARYANS SING A 50MG
OF 50MA, ETC..

THE WONDER THAT WAS

JNIDIA BY AL BASUOM.
$UPERBLY DETAWLED,
JUDIIOU4LY ARGUED,
WELL WRITTEN. AL6O
SURVEYS TAMIL TRADITION

SOURCES OF IND/AN

TRAPITIOAN
€p. Y AT EMBREE.
MANY SHORT EXCERTTS

INDIAW MY PHOLOGY 2y V. 10Ns. Goob Pix
& Hiwiow MyIus 1o ey
A

W O'FLANERTY;, VARIOUS
VERSIONS OF EVERYTHING

TwE PANCHATANTRA
TRANSLATED BY
A. RYDER. ANIMAL
FABLES, RUMORED To
) BE AZ4OP'S SOURCE
W 10
‘um.t‘("‘w“b 2

oF

WML EVER 4INCE SWAMI
PON'T CARE wuar

DAILY LIFE /N ANSIENT

JND/A BY 7. Augoyer
DESCRIBES SOCIETY IN
ASHOKA'S TIME

INDIA: PAINTINGS FRom
THE AVANTA CAVES

N-. GRAPHIC SOLIETY +
UNESCO 5 SUMPTOOUS
BUPDHIST FRESCOES

GLIMPSES OF WORLD

HI6TORY &Y. MEHRY
M INGSIVE ALTERNATIVE

TO WG WELLS

\

INDIAN ATHEISM ey
. CUATTOPADHYAYA REVEALS
A SURPRISING GODLESS
TRADITION IN INDIAN
PHILOSOPUY

LOKAYATA, A STUDY OF  f
ANCIENT INDUN MATERALISH Y
BY D. (HATTOPADUYANA
A RECONSTRULTION FROM

SLENDER REMAING

I
gg 3

AN

BHAGAVAD GITA ~e. oy
A. STAFFORD

a
KRSNA, THE SUPREME
PERsoNALITY OF GODHEAD

BY A-C. BUAKTIVEDENTA
SWAMI PRABHUPADA; AN
ACOUNT BY A TRUE

BELIEVER ‘ﬂ\““
e b

INDIA Bx M. HIRLIMANY
BEST PUOTO BOOK I'VE SEEN

W (E ONLY \

NO\
M PUBLI Sy
FELT THE R
SAME WAY !¢
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THE SACK OF ROME DEMORALIZED THE EMPIRE AND
ENCOURAGED THE SUEBI, FRANKS, AND VANDALS,
WHO SWEPT ACROSS EUROPE WITHOUT RESISTANCE.

( WHY BOTHER?
\

THE CITIZENS OF GAUL
PIDN'T PEEP WHEN THE
GERMANS DIVIDED UP
THEIR PROPERTY...

ONE FOR ME, AND ONE
FOR YOU... NO... MAKE
THAT TWO FOR ME-..

WHATEVER. )

AN EXCEPTION WERE THE | [ IN 453, THE VANDALS
VANDALS, WHO CON- SACKED ROME, COMMITTING
QUERED NORTH AFRICA. | | MORE ACTS OF THE
STUNG BY THE CATHOLICS | | KIND NOW KNOWN AS
TONGUE-LASHINGS, VANDALISM...

THEY CUT OUT 2000
CATHOLIC TONGUES.

TO RETURN THE KINDNESS,
MOST OF THE GERMANS
RENOUNCED THE ARIAN
HERESY AND BECAME
CATHOLICS.

QA 2\
10
BUT WHEN ATTILA DIED,| | ..AND EUROPE BECAME
THE HUN THREAT DID | | A PATCHWORK OF |
T00... “BARBARIAN” NATIONS,
WITH GERMAN ROYAL

HOUSES AND A POPE

IN ROME. SO IT REMAINS
TO THIS DAY...

IN THE 4405, TUE HUNS,
UNDER ATTILA, 5CARED
EUROPE $ENSELESS...
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THIS TIME, THE 6OTHS SPENT $IX DAYS THOROUGHLY SACKING TUE PLACE—
EXCEPT CHURCH PROPERTY, WHICH THEY SPARED!H

DURING THE FIRST SACK

OF ROME, CHRISTIANS

TOOK REFUGE IN THE
VATICAN AND WERE SPARED BY
ALARIC'S MARAUDERS. ALARIC,
OF COURSE, WAS A CHRISTIAN!

IF JOUR MEN TOUCH CHURCH
PROPERTY, ALARIC, THEIR
S0ULS ARE TOAST F

50 AUGUSTINE, BY THEN A
CHRISTIAN BISHOP, WROTE THE
CITY OF 60D, WHICH ARGUES
THAT CHRISTIANITY UNITES
PEOPLE IN A SPIRITUAL, IN-
VISIBLE CITY GREATER THAN
ANY PHYSICAL CITY.

WE Lve O
A HIGUER
PLANE »
ShFE FROM
PILLAGING!

296

'M SORRY...
THEODOSIUS
TOOK MOST OF
THE GOOP

IF AUGUSTINE HAD LIVED A
FEW MORE YEARS TO $EE WHAT
THE CHRISTIAN VANDALS 0Ip
TO HIS NATIVE AFRICA, HE
MIGHT HAVE WANTED TO
REVISE THIS BOOK...
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THIS IDYLLIC SCENE WAS INTERRUPTED HIS GENERAL, BELISARIUS, PUT DOWN
BY A RIOT OF THE BLUES AND GREENS THE REBELLION, KILLING 30,000
THAT NEARLY OUSTED JUSTINIAN... RACING FANS.

(537 AD.)

THE ODDS WERE 00
Dim.. 5 T \ AERIRET YouT w001
LA5T ONE OF
THE BOOKK..-

FROM THERE, BELISARIUS SAILED WEST TO WIN BUT JUSTINIAN’S OTHER

BACK ITALY... HE FAILED, RUMOR HA% IT, GENERALS DID SUCCEED AT

BECAUSE THEODORA WANTED HIM TO FAIL... PUTTING SOME OF THE OLD
- EMPIRE BACK TOGETHER...

4 5 THE DAWN OF

A GLORIOUS, BUT

You (AN VERY SHORT, New
READ THE [

SCANCALOUS

DETAILS N
PROCOPIUS'S
SECRET
HIZTOR).

IT DIDN'T LAST LONG. AT THE SAME TIME, BY THE END OF
BEGINNING IN THE 5405, THE | | EUROPE’S FIRST CASES | JUSTINIAN'S REIGN!
BULGAR INVASIONS BEGAN— | | OF BUBONIC PLAGUE | (564) THE WEST-

f ERUPTED. ERN END OF THE
__| EMPIRE WAS IN
7 :0065 1 FEEL THE X TRULY WRETCHED

‘ (BARK AGES comwe SHAPE...

FARMS BURNT..
WEALTH GONE...
PEAD BULGARS
ALL OVER THE IV
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BUT THE EASTERN EMPIRE SURVIVED! HERE'S A GLIMPSE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
IN THE 5005, THANKS TO THE HISTORIAN PROCOPIUS... AT THE HIPPODROME,
FANS ARE DIVIDED INTO RIVAL GANGS, THE BLUES AND TUE GREENS.
HAIR 1S WORN HUN-STYLE. >

AT A NIGHT CLUB, THE FAMED THEODORA WITH THIS ONE SHE MANAGED

AND A TRAINED GOOSE PO “LEPA AND TO MOCK GREEK MYTHOLOGY

THE SWAN”. AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY
: ALL AT THE SAME TIME!

THE PRINCE MARRIED THE DANCER,
AND JUSTINIAN AND THEODORA
BECAME EMPEROR ANV EMPRESS!

SAHEM? HONEY... LOYE THE GOOSE )

IN THE AUDIENCE, PRINCE JUSTINIAN*
WAS IN LOVE!






