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   Ted Bundy (1946-1989)
 
   "I'm the most cold-hearted son of a bitch you'll ever meet.” – Ted Bundy
 
   “I don't think anybody doubts whether I've done some bad things. The question is: what, of course, and how and, maybe even most importantly, why?” – Ted Bundy
 
   For most people, Ted Bundy is the quintessential serial killer - a good-looking, highly intelligent man who used his charm to lure an untold number of women to their deaths. In fact, as the judge announced his death sentence, he noted Bundy’s intellect and mused that he would have enjoyed hearing Bundy try a case before him had he remained simply the genius law student he had once been. 
 
   Bundy, of course, ended up choosing a far different path, going on a historic crime spree during the 1970s so prolific that estimates of his kill count vary by dozens, a debate Bundy was only too happy to stoke. On one occasion, when the FBI estimated he was responsible for 3 dozen murders, Bundy replied, "Add one digit to that, and you'll have it." On another occasion, he claimed the estimate of 3 dozen was close to accurate. 
 
   Whatever the actual number, what is known is that the murders ranged from coldly calculated approaches of women in public places to breaking into homes at night and bludgeoning victims to death. Bundy often kept mementoes to commemorate the crimes, ranging from victims’ possessions to their severed heads. 
 
   As is natural in cases like this, attempts to understand Bundy’s pathology have been ongoing for decades, with separate diagnoses of narcissistic personality disorder and bipolar disorder, and one prison official described Bundy’s changing personalities: “He became weird on me…Almost a complete change of personality ... that was the day I was afraid of him.”
 
   Unfortunately, Bundy proved resourceful in other ways aside from committing murder. After he was initially caught in Utah in 1975 and being tried for attempted assault, murder charges were brought against him in Colorado, but Bundy escaped prison twice in succession, allowing him to commit an untold number of additional crimes until he was caught again in Florida in 1978.
 
   Shortly before his death, in an interview with the popular Christian psychologist Dr. James Dobson, Bundy blamed his problems on pornography and claimed to have found God and repented, yet he had noted in a letter in 1977 that he almost never looked at porn magazines, telling future biographer Ann Rule, “Who in the world reads these publications? ... I have never purchased such a magazine, and [on only] two or three occasions have I ever picked one up." . Regardless of his motives, after nearly a decade of denials, Bundy confessed to having killed at least 30 women across 7 states in just a 5 year period the decade before. In her work on the serial killer, Ann Rule labeled him “a sadistic sociopath who took pleasure from another human's pain and the control he had over his victims, to the point of death, and even after." Even a member of his own defense team, Polly Nelson, called him “the very definition of heartless evil.”
 
   Ted Bundy: The Life and Crimes of One of America’s Most Notorious Serial Killers looks at the life of the serial killer and the crimes he committed. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Ted Bundy like never before, in no time at all.
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Chapter 1: The First Time
 
   “No one knows when or where Theodore “Ted” Bundy killed for the first time. It could have been during his teenage years or when he was in his early 20s in the late 1960s. It might have been in Washington State, where he resided for many years, or on the East Coast, where he was born and lived as a young boy and had family ties. But we do know that by 1974, Ted Bundy’s prolific reign of terror and murder was underway. In Washington State, young, attractive female college students began disappearing. Local police investigated, and clues began to emerge. Witnesses pointed to a Volkswagen Beetle and a young man on crutches or with an arm in a sling. Bundy moved to Salt Lake City that summer, and the murders continued in Utah, Idaho, and Colorado. In August 1975, police arrested Bundy for the first time after pulling him over in his Volkswagen and finding suspicious items—including handcuffs, rope, and a ski mask—that investigators later linked to missing women. In February of the following year, he was found guilty of kidnapping and assaulting a Utah teenager who had managed to escape from him, landing in prison for up to 15 years. Meanwhile, investigators from multiple states were piecing together the string of murders. In 1976, Bundy was charged with killing a vacationing nursing student, and he found himself in Aspen, Colorado in June 1977 for a preliminary hearing. Left alone at one point, Bundy let himself out of a second story window, jogged down Main Street, and disappeared.” – The FBI summary of the Bundy Case
 
   It is unlikely that anyone is born a serial killer. In fact, the very idea that a young child can already have in his heart the desire to kill is repugnant to human nature. However, there were certainly red flags from early in the life of Theodore Robert Cowell, who was born on November 2, 1946 at the Elizabeth Lund Home for Unwed Mothers in Burlington, Vermont. His mother, Louise, listed a man named Lloyd Marshall as his father but later said that the real father was someone else. After she recovered from the birth, Louise’s parents, Samuel and Eleanor, brought her and her son back to their home in Philadelphia, where they raised the boy as their own for the first three years of his life. Young Ted idolized the man he believed to be his father, though Samuel himself was said to have been a cruel and possibly even schizophrenic individual known to abuse animals and people alike. Eleanor also showed signs of mental illness, including depression, anxiety, and agoraphobia; she was treated periodically with electroconvulsive therapy. 
 
   Tragically for the family and dozens of others, young Ted seemed to have inherited all the markers for his grandparents’ illnesses but none of the societal constraints that kept the elder Cowell’s in check. His aunt Julia later relayed a story about waking up to find that the three year old boy had surrounded her bed with knives. The question, of course, is whether this event was really as sinister at the time as it later appeared in retrospect, given that toddlers do all sorts of odd things without later becoming serial killers. 
 
   Not long after this incident, Louise suddenly decided to take her son and move across the country to Tacoma, Washington. There she called herself Louise Nelson, lived with her cousins, Alan and Jane Scott, and attended the First Methodist Church. It was at one of their singles nights that she met Johnny Bundy, a cook at the local hospital. After the two married in 1952, Bundy adopted Ted and gave him his last name.  In his now famous interview with James Dobson, Bundy recalled, “I grew up in a wonderful home with two dedicated and loving parents, as one of five brothers and sisters. A home where we, as children, were the focus of my parent’s lives. We regularly attended church. Two Christian parents, they did not drink, they did not smoke, there was no gambling, there was no physical abuse or fighting in the home. I’m not saying this was …’Leave it to Beaver’…but it was a fine, solid Christian home. And nobody, I hope no one will try to take the easy way out, and try to blame or otherwise accuse my family of contributing to this because, I know, and I’m trying to tell you as honestly as I know how, what happened.”
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   Dobson
 
   In one of the most controversial parts of the interview, Bundy went on to describe a situation that occurred when he was a still a boy. “But as a young boy (and I mean boy of 12 or 13, certainly), I encountered, outside the home again, in the local grocery store and the local drug stores, the softcore pornography (or what people ‘softcore’…) As I think as I’ve explained you last night, that this anecdote that as young boys we explore the backdoors and the sideways and byways of their neighborhoods, and oftentimes the people would dump the garbage and whatever they’re cleaning out their house and from time to time, we come across pornographic books of a harder nature than, a more graphic, you might say, a more explicit nature of what we would encounter, let’s say, in your local grocery store. And this also included such things as, let’s say detective magazines.” This is similar to a story he told to other biographers, but on other occasions he denied having any interest in detective magazines. 
 
   At the same time, he also mentioned early experiences as a Peeping Tom and considered himself to be a social outcast. “I didn’t know what made things tick. I didn’t know what made people want to be friends. I didn’t know what made people attractive to one another. I didn’t know what underlay social interaction.” Left unsaid is the fact that looking at porn or looking through uncovered windows does not make every adolescent boy who does it a sexual predator, any more than feeling socially awkward does. Obviously, there was something else sinister going on in Bundy’s mind.
 
   Bundy became involved in petty crimes at a young age and was arrested on more than one occasion, but in spite of his misdemeanors, Bundy did not really stand out in either a positive or a negative sense in high school. Jim Adams, who attended school with him, remembered, “I knew him because we had some friends in common. One friend in particular was Leonard Hoffman, and sometimes I would ride with Leonard and him, Ted, after school they’d give me a lift home or we’d go get a hamburger or something. As high school people are wont to do. Leonard and I were both in Latin class together but he was probably a closer friend to Ted. Ted was kinda a social guy in high school. A guy who’d probably wear slacks, a shirt and sweater, sometimes a tie. I think he was popular with the teachers because he was a good student, and he was pretty popular with some of the best looking gals too. I remember he had one girlfriend that was in Latin class with Leonard and that was a real pretty gal and it was interesting when they talked about his standard kind of woman that he was interested in he seemed to be attracted to…She was a real pretty brunette, gosh I can’t remember her name now but she was one of the prettiest girls in the class and I know that she dated him for a while. He was quiet, maybe a little reserved, I don’t know if he was shy, it seemed to me he was quite confident, um but maybe just a little reserved. He wasn’t as boisterous as the rest of us.”
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   Bundy as a high school senior
 
   Bundy graduated from high school in 1965 and initially enrolled in the University of Puget Sound before heading to the University of Washington in 1966. He majored in Chinese and seemed to be a typical college student. He also became involved with a young woman known only by the pseudonym Stephanie Brooks, but over time, he seemed to lose his academic focus. Then, in 1968, something happened that changed him; it seems he began to suspect that he had been born illegitimately and that the woman he knew as his sister was actually his mother. 
 
   Shortly after the revelations, Bundy dropped out of school and began to move aimlessly from one job to the next. During this time he became interested in politics and was chosen as a delegate from Washington to the 1968 Republican National Convention. Ultimately, the changes that Bundy was going through proved to be too much for Brooks and she broke up with him. 
 
   This loss seemed to be the final straw for Bundy, who left Washington to travel around the United States, often visiting family members and eventually confirming his fears about his parentage. Initially, in some strange way, learning the truth seemed on the surface to have reset Bundy’s mind, and he entered into a new relationship, this time with a Utah divorcee named Elizabeth Kloepfer. He subsequently returned to the University of Washington, where Kloepfer worked as a secretary, in 1970, and he changed his major to psychology. He made good grades and was well-liked by his professors. He also took a job with the Suicide Hotline in Seattle, working beside a former police officer named Ann Rule, who would later write what many consider the definitive biography of Ted Bundy. 
 
   Still interested in politics following his 1972 graduation from the University of Washington, Bundy worked for a time with Governor Daniel Evans’ 1972 campaign for reelection. His work for Evans landed him a job with the Washington State Republican Party as an assistant to the chairman, and he was also accepted into law school at the University of Puget Sound. 
 
    [image: Daniel J. Evans.jpg] 
 
   Evans
 
   Now a successful young law student who seemed to be headed for a successful career in politics, Bundy contacted Brooks and began dating her again. The two were even discussing marriage, though he was still involved with Kloepfer. Then, suddenly, he broke off all contact, and he explained this away by later claiming, "I just wanted to prove to myself that I could have married her." 
 
   Just a few months later, he dropped out of law school and began his new life as a serial killer. 
 
   


  
 

Chapter 2: One of the Nation’s Most Deadly and Notorious Serial Killers
 
   “Extensive searches were made, and the FBI quickly began to gather and disseminate Bundy’s criminal history and identification information. Soon after, FBI agents swore out a federal arrest warrant for unlawful flight to avoid confinement, and a $100,000 reward was offered for his capture. Bundy didn’t make it far; he was located in Aspen a few days later. But he bided his time and seized another opportunity for escape on New Year’s Eve in 1977—slipping through an opening in the ceiling of his cell and sneaking out through the jailer’s office. A nationwide manhunt followed, and the FBI played a central role. We created a series of wanted posters and other identification material, processed latent fingerprints from around the country, provided insight from our Behavioral Analysis Unit, and—as the days stretched into weeks—added Bundy to our Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list on February 10, 1978. Tragically, Bundy continued his murder spree while on the run. On the evening of January 14, he invaded a Florida State University sorority house, brutally killing two co-eds and leaving a third with serious injuries. But the net was closing. Around 1:30 a.m. on February 15, a Pensacola police officer noticed a stolen orange Volkswagen Beetle driving west on Cervantes Street and ordered the car to pull over. Bundy resisted but was eventually taken into custody. The officer had no idea who was inside the car, but Bundy was quickly identified with the help of the FBI’s fugitive flyer and was soon back in Colorado to face murder charges. He was eventually convicted and executed, but not before admitting to more than two dozen murders over many years. There may have been even more. To this day, Ted Bundy remains one of the nation’s most deadly and notorious serial killers.” – The FBI summary of the Bundy Case
 
   No one really knows who Bundy’s first victim was. Due his reputation and confessions, he is suspected of a number of murders he likely had nothing to do with, including one that took place when he was only 14 years old. However, he was definitely stalking, raping, and murdering women by 1974, having carefully studied and mastered the techniques he knew he would need to get away with his crimes. Kloepfer later told police that during this period, “Ted went out a lot in the middle of the night. And I didn’t know where he went. Then he napped during the day. And I found things, things that I couldn’t understand. A lug wrench, taped halfway up, under the seat of my car. He said it was for my protection. Plaster of Paris in his room. Crutches. He had an Oriental knife in a kind of wooden case that he kept in the glove compartment of my car. Sometimes, it was there. Sometimes it was gone. He had a meat cleaver. I saw him pack it when he moved to Utah. … I confronted him about [the plaster], and he told me he’d stolen it from that medical supply place where he was working. He said he didn’t know why. ‘Just for the hell of it,’ he said. He said the crutches were for his landlord.”
 
   In truth, these were only some of the items Bundy was now using to kidnap and kill an untold number of young women. One of his victims remains relatively unknown to this day; Karen Sparks was only 18 years old when Bundy broke into her apartment, beat her in the head with a heavy metal object and then sexually assaulted her with the same or a similar object. Unlike his later victims, she survived, though barely and with significant brain damage. 
 
   Lynda Ann Healy, the voice of the morning ski forecast and a student at the University of Washington, was not so lucky. Nor was Donna Manson, who became the first of the young women to make the news, albeit only in a very small way. On March 30, The Centralia Daily Chronicle featured a note from police saying, “Donna Gail Manson, a student at The Evergreen State College, Olympia, has been missing since March 12. She was last seen wearing a red, orange and green striped top with green slacks and a black fuzzy maxi-coat. Miss Manson is five feet tall, weighs approximately 100 pounds has long brown hair and blue eyes. She was pictured last week in The Chronicle. The above picture, however, is more recent. Sheriff Don Redmond of Thurston County has asked all citizens to report any suspicious activities to his office.” 
 
   In fact, before long it was clear that a disturbing pattern had developed in the Pacific Northwest. Female college students, typically with long dark hair worn parted in the middle, began disappearing at a rate of about one a month. On April 17, Susan Elaine Rancourt went missing, and Roberta Kathleen Parks disappeared on May 6. 
 
   By this time, witnesses had come forward with all sorts of ideas about what was going on, but a couple of testimonies stood out. It seemed that two separate women recalled being approached by a man appearing to have an injured arm who asked them to help him carry a load of books to his car, a light colored Volkswagen Beetle. Later, when Brenda Carol Ball disappeared, someone came forward saying he had seen her walking away with a brown-haired man with his arm in a sling. Just days later, Georgann Hawkins also went missing, leaving not a trace of evidence behind her, but there were some who claimed to have seen a man on crutches near her dorm room that night. One of the witnesses even said that the man had approached her and asked her to help him carry his briefcase to the same type of Volkswagen earlier witnesses had described. 
 
    [image: File:Ted Bundy volkswagen.JPG] 
 
   A picture of Bundy’s Volkswagen Beetle, which he used to commit a number of crimes, at the National Museum of Crime & Punishment
 
   Perhaps the most shocking aspect in hindsight, especially in the context of the 21st century’s instant news cycle, is that it wasn’t until summer that newspapers began reporting that something strange was going on. On July 1, an Associated Press article noted, “Lynda Ann Healy has vanished without a trace. So have Donna Gail Manson, Susan Elaine Rancourt and Georgann Hawkins. Washington police authorities, baffled by the disappearance in the last six months of four coeds from three colleges, will meet tomorrow in Olympia to set the groundwork for a coordinated investigation. The conference, which is expected to draw representatives from some 30 law enforcement agencies in the state, has been scheduled by the Thurston County Sheriff’s Office which has jurisdiction in the case of Donna Gail Manson. … Seattle homicide Lt. Pat Murphy says he does not have a single clue to the disappearances of the four missing coeds. There is also no concrete evidence that a crime was committed in any of the cases, he says, though each of the young women was considered responsible and left behind nearly all clothing and personal effects. ‘At this point we couldn’t arrest a suspect, even if we had one,’ Murphy said.” 
 
   Next, the story went on to detail what had happened to each of the women, sharing what little information the police had. “Lynda Ann Healy, a 21-yearold University of Washington senior, was last seen the night of Jan. 31 in a Seattle house she shared with four other women. The bed in her basement room was empty the next morning and there were blood spots on the pillow. Donna Gail Manson, 19, has not been seen since she waved good-by to three friends and walked out of her dorm room on March 12. The freshman at the Evergreen State College near Olympia was headed for a jazz concert on campus. Susan Elaine Rancourt, 18, of Anchorage, Alaska, left a campus meeting at Central Washington State College in Ellensburg on the evening of April 17 and was last reported walking toward her dormitory. Her clothes were still in a dorm washing machine when she was discovered missing the next morning. Georgann Hawkins, 18, a University of Washington freshman, was last seen at 1 a.m. June 11 as she walked in a well-lighted alley toward the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority house in Seattle. She vanished less than 100 yards from her destination.”
 
   And what was Bundy doing at this time, at least during the day? He was employed by the Washington State Department of Emergency Services (DES), one of the agencies searching for the women he had already killed. He was also dating Carol Ann Boone, who, like Kloepfer, was a divorcee.  
 
   


  
 

Chapter 3: A Smooth Talking Man Named Ted
 
   “One of two women missing from Lake Sammamish State Park was last seen with a ‘smooth talking’ man named Ted who had a cast on his left arm, police say they have been told by a witness. Mrs. Janice Ann Ott, 23. Issaquah, was last seen talking to a smallish man Sunday at a mammoth picnic, sponsored by a brewery. She left with the man after agreeing to help him put a sailboat on his car, police said. Police have no clues, however, in the disappearance of the other missing woman, Denise Marie Naslund, 19. Seattle. The two women did not know each other, police said. … King County Police said a 15-year-old woman described the man as ‘smooth talking.’ with ‘a small British accent and dressed in a white T-shirt and white tennis shorts. The witness heard Mrs. Ott say, ‘Well OK under one condition, that I get a ride in the sailboat.’ The missing woman then dressed over her bathing suit and left with the man. She took her bicycle with her. She left about 1:30 p.m. Miss Naslund, a part-time secretary, had been last seen earlier walking toward a restroom. But police said another witness saw her leave the restroom and a third witness told of possibly seeing her walk to another area of the park. She had gone to the restroom between 3:30 and 4 pm. The women are the sixth and seventh women to disappear from the Northwest in recent months. However, police said there appeared to be no connection between the disappearance of the two women and five coeds missing from area colleges and universities.” - An Associated Press report, July 18, 1975
 
   Bundy completely changed his tactics when summer came, kidnapping two women during the day on July 14 right in the middle of the beach around Lake Sammamish State Park outside Seattle. However, these unlucky two were not the first ones he approached. Five other women would later tell how they had each been approached individually by Ted, who introduced himself and asked each for help unloading his sailboat from his car. While four, having heard the warnings issued by police, refused to help him, a fifth agreed but managed to escape when she saw that there was no sailboat on his car. Unfortunately, Janice Anne Ott was not as savvy and ended up disappearing that day, as did Denise Naslund. 
 
   In time, panic began to spread across the Pacific Northwest, as young women became more and more afraid of becoming the next victim of the mysterious killer. In a September 6 Associated Press article, one campus security officer, Cheryl Martin, told reporters, “Everyone’s getting panicky now. We get reports now on girls who haven’t called their boyfriends in a week—and we find out it’s something simple like their phone is out of order.” The same article reported, “Coeds across the state are frightened and police stalemated by a phantom called ‘Ted’ in the mysterious disappearance of six college-age women. No bodies have been found. No arrests have been made. Police have checked dozens of tips and even delved into hypnosis and astrology in their quest for concrete leads and suspects. But police say if they met ‘Ted’ tomorrow, they would be powerless to do more than question him. There is little solid evidence to link the six cases except that each young woman was attractive, dependable—and vanished since February without a trace. ‘Parents who do call to report missing daughters call much more quickly now,’ said Seattle Police Deb Margaret Oslin, ‘because they say their daughters have developed a new pattern of letting people know where they will be.’ But the young women who disappeared also kept friends posted on their plans.”
 
   Based on the descriptions they received from witnesses, the police were able to put together a sketch of the suspect, and this sketch was published in all the major newspapers in the area, as well as regularly flashed on the screen during television news broadcasts. Kloepfer and Rule both contacted police at this point, but their tips were ignored in the midst of the hundreds of other ones also received. Part of the problem the police were facing was that they had no bodies to examine and, indeed, were unable to pursue the cases as anything more than suspicious disappearances. For all they knew, the girls might have run off with some sort of strange polygamist with whom they were living happily alongside in another state. Even those assuming a crime had been committed were unsure what type of crime it was, as the article pointed out: “Thurston County Sheriff Don Redmond, investigating the disappearance of Donna Manson from the Evergreen State College near Olympia, says it’s possible the young women have been shanghaied into a white slavery ring. Few other police officers share his theory but they try to leave the families what hope they can. … Police are cautious about linking the disappearances. But Lt. Richard Kraske of the King County homicide and robbery unit says the Ott and Naslund cases may be related to the Rancourt case. Two other Ellensburg coeds, each walking the same path friends say Susan Rancourt habitually traveled, have reported encounters with a young man, his arm in a sling or cast, who asked help carrying books to his Volkswagen. One of those encounters occurred April 17, tile night Susan disappeared. But still Kraske says, ‘The only thing the cases really have in common is that we haven’t got anybody. There could be numerous people involved.’” 
 
   In their desperation to learn something about what happened, police even tried methods of investigation that were far outside their normal boundaries. The article noted, “Seattle police Capt Herb Swindler heads the Healy and Hawkins investigations. ‘When I’m working on a case,’ he says, ‘I’ll believe anything if it helps out’ He is now doing research on psychics. And two astrologers have told him of a zodiac pattern in the disappearances. Swindler says the pattern includes all the Washington women, an Oregon State coed, Roberta Kathleen Parks, who disappeared May 6, and even Heidi Peterson, 4, who vanished in Seattle Feb. 21. He says all occurred when the moon was in a fixed sign of the zodiac. Every other time that sign was Pisces. The remaining times were divided between Taurus and Scorpio. Swindler says the pattern apparently broke when there was no disappearance Aug. 4. Lt Kraske says he’s ‘kind of an agnostic at this point’ about psychic and astrological patterns. He does say one witness from the Lake Sammamish disappearances of Naslund and Ott has undergone two series of hypnosis but has been unable to remember additional information.” 
 
   One of the few pieces of consistent evidence that police had concerned Bundy’s car, the Volkswagen that one article described as “an unusual metallic shade of brown…King County detectives say Volkswagen dealers tell them it is not a Volkswagen color— leaving the possibility of a custom paint job. A VW distributor for British Columbia and Alberta says the color has not been sold there in recent years either. King County detectives have checked more than 400 VW registrations in different counties.” 
 
   The article concluded by alluding to the seemingly heinous nature of the crimes: “Dr. George MacDonald, clinical director of the sex offender unit at Washington’s Western State Hospital which houses some 150 men said his staff has checked ‘Ted’s’ description and methods against inmates and parolees. He says that check turned up no solid leads. King County police say psychiatrists have provided a ‘character profile’ of what ‘Ted’ may be like. They refuse to release its details but say it enables them to exclude the ‘Ted’ lookalikes who do not act as the profile indicates ‘Ted’ would. But McDonald says, ‘The notion you can write a psychiatric profile on someone you haven’t seen is mythology. I’ve been working with deviants for nine years and I wouldn’t weed anybody out on the basis of such a profile.’”
 
   Such was the nature of the crimes that interest began to spread past America’s own borders. The article concluded, “Royal Canadian Mounted Police in nearby British Columbia say they have offered Washington police what aid they can—checking registrations on brown Volkswagen tips and forwarding bits of information.” 
 
   All the while, the families of the victims continued to live with an ever dimming flame of hope. Dr. Donald Blackburn, Ott’s father, told reporters, “I hope nothing has happened to our girl. But what do I hang onto? The theory that the girls are being held somewhere is pretty hard to believe. I don’t know if they’re all tied together, but I feel it’s possible.”
 
   Ironically, on the very day that article was published, two hunters found what was left of Naslund and Ott’s bodies. On September 11, an Associated Press story told readers, “Dental records have established that some of the human bones found last weekend near Lake Sammamish State Park east of here are the remains of two young women who disappeared from the park in mid-July. Capt. J. N. Mackie said yesterday the remains are those of Denise Marie Naslund, 18, of Seattle, and Janice Anne Ott, 23, of Issaquah. Both young women vanished July 14 from Lake Sammamish State Park, two miles from the Issaquah site where the bones were discovered. Police say the bones found belong to at least three persons. University of Washington anthropology professor Dr. Daris Swindler said yesterday four additional spinal bones and a leg bone belong to a third person. Mackie said neither the sex nor age of the third person has been determined yet. … Police say the status of the other missing women remains a mystery. Authorities said Explorer Scouts would return today to continue their search of the area where grouse hunters discovered the first bones Saturday. “We have no way of knowing (how many remains are located at the site).“ Mackie said “That’s why we're staying up there.”
 
   There was plenty of evidence at the site, and the description of what was found there was truly gruesome. “Some clothing was found near the area where the bones were scattered, but police declined Tuesday to say whether weapons had been discovered. All of the bones discovered so far were found above the ground and police say animals may have scattered them. King Co. police Lt. Richard Kraske said there are numerous coyotes in the hills outside Issaquah.  Dr. Patrick Besant-Mathews, King County medical examiner, said yesterday there was no indication a person deliberately dismembered the bones. ‘In a case like this,’ he said, ‘you think of animals first and people second. If the bones were sawed clean through, it would indicate a person.  But the ends of some of these long bones are missing and that is the part an animal would chew.’ Police say they have not yet determined how the women were killed.”
 
   The other bones nearby proved to belong to Hawkins. Now that there were bodies, the police knew beyond any doubt they were dealing with a serial killer, but what they did not yet know was that Bundy had already moved on to new hunting grounds - the University of Utah, where he had been accepted into law school.
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   A picture of the rooming house where Bundy lived in Utah
 
   


  
 

Chapter 4: The Circumstances Are Very Suspicious
 
   “The two persons whose remains were found by a hunter Saturday were apparently murdered, Clark County Sheriff Gene Cotton said Monday. ‘We're still trying to get some answers but the circumstances are very suspicious,’ Cotton said. ‘I do, at this point,’ suspect homicide, he said. Cotton said he also thinks the remains were those of two young women and that their nude bodies had been in this wooded area for several months. However there was no immediate evidence linking the remains to the disappearances of several college-age women from Washington State this year. Cotton said a half dozen deputies were resuming the search of the area in an attempt to find more bones. Cotton said a hunter discovered a skull in the area Saturday and sheriff's office searchers subsequently recovered a second skull, lower jawbones and other bones. Sheriff's Sgt. Chuck Brink said long, fine hair, both dark brown and light brown, was found in the area. He said the hair and other characteristics indicated the bodies were both females, possibly persons in their late teens or early 20s. Authorities say a vertebra found at the scene may be too large to match the two partial skeletons, suggesting the possibility of a third body. … Clark County authorities said the search for more hopes would continue Monday. The bones in both Issaquah and Yacolt cases were scattered, and some appeared to have been chewed by animals. A King County police spokesman said late Sunday that Lt. Richard Kraske, who headed the Naslund-Ott investigations, has been in touch with Clark County Authorities. Sgt. Brink said he thinks the remains were in the area about six months. Cotton said no clothing or other personal effects were found in the initial search of the Clark County site.” - Associated Press article, October 1974
 
   For a while, Bundy was comfortable in his new surroundings and even dated a number of girls. However, on October 2, he kidnapped 16 year old Nancy Wilcox, whom he raped and then strangled. Her body was never found, but police did locate the body of 17 year old Melissa Smith, whom Bundy kidnapped just outside Salt Lake City. On Halloween, he kidnapped 17 year old Laura Ann Aime, whose body was found on Thanksgiving Day, and on November 30, the Salt Lake Tribune reported, “Lawmen of three Utah counties met Friday to correlate information concerning the murder of two 17-year-oid girls, the disappearance of a third teen-ager and the attempted abduction of two women within the last few weeks. Utah County Sheriff Mack Holley met with Capt. N. D. Hayward, chief of detectives, Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office; Midvalc Police Chief Louis S. Smith, father of one of the murdered girls, and Davis County Sheriff's deputies. Sheriff Holley said several leads are being checked, and friends of Laura Ann Aime, whose body was found Wednesday in American Fork Canyon, are being contacted to establish the victim's activities. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James J. Aime, Salem, told officers they last saw their daughter about two weeks ago. Dr. Serge Moore, state medical examiner, said the girl had been dead approximately one week.”
 
   By this time, a wave of speculation about the nature of the disappearances and murders was spreading through the area and Hayward wanted it stopped. The article continued, “Capt. Hayward spiked what he called ‘sick rumors’ that the body of Laura Ann and Melissa Smith, found Oct. 28 in Summit County, had been mutilated. ‘They were severely beaten, strangled and sexually assaulted, but not mutilated,’ he said. The search continued for Debra Kent, 17, Bountiful, missing since Nov. 8. And lawmen continued to question a Murray girl and a Salt Lake County woman who reported they managed to escape from a would-be abductor. Evidence is strong the Smith and Aime slayings were by the same party or parties, Sheriff Holley said.  Capt. Hayward said officers are looking for a man about six feet tall, weighing 180 pounds, well-groomed dark hair, ‘good looking and a sharp dresser.’ They also are searching for a light colored Volkswagen, about L965 vintage, with rust spots. Capt. Hayward said Jeep and horse possies will search all canyons in Salt Lake County Saturday to see if any other missing girls show up. He said Davis County already has been searched thoroughly. Sheriff Holley said no search is planned for Utah County.”
 
   Even the most organized killer will eventually make a mistake, and Bundy made one on November 8, 1974 when he attempted to kidnap Carol DaRonch in Murray, Utah, who escaped and reported the incident to police. A newspaper article relayed Hayward’s harrowing close call: “The DaRonch girl was able to escape when the man who abducted her turned off the road after handcuffing one of her wrists. He said the other cuff ‘hung loose.’ ‘She was able to wriggle out of the car and stand in the middle of State Street near the mall in the lights of an oncoming vehicle which stopped,’ he said. ‘The abductor took off at this point.’ He said the abductor was driving a light colored Volkswagen with rust spots.” Although DaRonch escaped, Bundy was still so desperate for the release he found in his crimes that he approached Debra Kent later that evening and murdered her. 
 
   By this time, Bundy was a suspect in the murders, but the women who had seen him at Lake Sammamish did not recognize a photo of him that police showed them. However, when Kloepfer contacted them a second time, the police paid more attention to her information. Among the things that she was able to share were details about Bundy’s comings and goings. She admitted, “After I saw the composite pictures of ‘Ted’ in the paper in July of 1974, I checked back through the papers in the library to get the dates the girls disappeared, and I checked my calendar and my canceled checks, and he just … well, he just was never around then. … [A friend] pointed out that the cases [in Utah] were just like the ones up here, and she said, ‘Ted’s in Utah now.’ That’s when I called my father and asked him to get in touch with you down there. … I keep praying about it, and I keep praying you’ll find out. And I guess I keep hoping that you’ll find out it’s not Ted, that it’s someone else … but deep down, I’m just not sure.”
 
   Kloepfer also contacted the police in Salt Lake City, becoming one of the first people to make a connection between the crimes in the two separate regions, but in spite of her concerns, Kloepfer still spent a week with Bundy when he returned to Seattle in January 1975.
 
   Having most recently focused on teenagers, Bundy once again returned to murdering women closer to his own age when, on January 12 he kidnapped Caryn Campbell in Snowmass Village, Colorado. Less than a week later, United Press International reported, “A woman whose nude body was found near a roadside snow bank was identified Tuesday as a Michigan resident who vanished more than a month ago while on a ski vacation with her fiancé. Deputy Ray Smith said the identification of Caryn Campbell was made during a post-mortem in Denver through dental charts. He said investigators had suspected the victim was Miss Campbell since the body was found Monday. ‘There are some suspects,’ Smith said. ‘We haven’t determined the cause of death.’ Sheriff Carroll Whitmire was not available immediately for comment. An earring found near the body tentatively was identified as Miss Campbell’s, but investigators said positive identification could not be made pending a comparison of Miss Campbell’s dental charts by mortuary officials. Whitmire said the body was badly mutilated and had been dragged by wild animals. He said marks on the woman’s wrists still were visible and indicated she had been tied and probably thrown from a car. The sheriff also said the slaying might be connected with a series of 12 others reported throughout the western United States. He said all the victims, including Miss Campbell, had shoulder length brown hair parted in the middle and brown eyes. Whitmire said the body had gone undiscovered since Miss Campbell’s disappearance Jan. 12 from an Aspen ski lodge where she was vacationing with her fiancé, Dr. Raymond Gradowski of Dearborn, Mich. The girl last was seen when she left her fiancé and other physicians in the lobby of the Iodge where they were staying to get a magazine from her second-floor room.”
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   Caryn Campbell
 
    [image: File:Caryn campbell ted bundy.jpg] 
 
   A picture of the hallway where Campbell disappeared
 
   On March 15, Julie Cunningham disappeared, and shortly after that, Denise Oliverson joined the list of victims on April 6. At this point, Bundy’s actions took an even more sinister turn when he murdered 12 year old Lynette Culver in Pocatello, Idaho on May 6. He killed Susan Curtis in late June; her body, along with those of most of his other Utah victims, remains undiscovered to this day. 
 
   In March 1975, a group of students hiking on Taylor Mountain had come across a mass collection of human remains that later proved to belong to most of Bundy’s other victims. All the while, Bundy was going about his normal business, dating both Kloepfer, who not only remained involved with him but even discussed marriage to him, and Boone. He was also dating a third woman he had met in law school. Near the end of the summer in 1975, he joined The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and was baptized there, though he was never active in the group. 
 
   


  
 

Chapter 5: Arrested Down There for a Traffic Violation
 
   “He got this book, this Joy of Sex book, sometime in December 1973. He read about anal intercourse, and he insisted on trying it. I didn’t like it, but I went along with him. Then there was something in that book about bondage. He went right to the drawer where I kept my nylons. He seemed to know which drawer they were in. … I wouldn’t do that anymore. He didn’t say much, but he was unhappy with me when I said, ‘No more.’ … Sometimes, after I was asleep at night, I’d wake up and find him under the covers. He was looking at … at my body … with a flashlight. … Whenever I talk about cutting [my hair], he gets very upset. He really likes long hair. The only girl I’ve seen— for sure— that he dated besides me has hair just like mine. … I’ve caught him in several lies. He told me that he was arrested down there for a traffic violation, and I told him I knew that wasn’t the truth, that there’d been items in the car that looked like burglary tools. He just said they didn’t mean too much, that it was an illegal search. … I know he stole a television in Seattle and some other things. One time, just one time, he told me if I ever told anyone about it, that he’d … break my f***ing neck.” - Kloepfer’s description to police of her life with Ted Bundy
 
   "I have known people who ... radiate vulnerability. Their facial expressions say 'I am afraid of you'. These people invite abuse ... By expecting to be hurt, do they subtly encourage it?" – Ted Bundy in a 1977 letter to Kloepfer
 
   While Bundy was carrying out his killing spree in Utah, police in Washington were still trying to create a lead out of a huge collection of information. Desperate, they decided to feed all the information they had into their giant payroll computer and see if the machine could spot any coincidences. It did in fact, and Ted Bundy’s name showed up on all four lists that it printed out. He was also on the detective’s top list of suspects, but there was still no physical evidence to justify his arrest. 
 
   This finally changed in August 1975 when a police officer pulled Bundy over for a traffic violation and decided to search his car. There he found a collection of many of the items the killer had used to torture and murder his victims. The officer arrested Bundy and got a warrant to search his apartment, where police found more evidence, but not enough to keep him in custody. Unfortunately, their search was not thorough enough to uncover the photos he had taken and kept of his victims, which were hidden in a utility room. The police released Bundy but watched him closely. They also interviewed Kloepfer, who shared with them information about the unusual items she had found in the home they had shared. 
 
   [image: Bundy is facing right in the first photo and facing front in the second. He has medium long hair and is wearing a turtleneck sweater.]
 
   Ted Bundy’s 1975 mug shot
 
    [image: The murder kit includes a sports bag, garbage bags, ski mask, nylon stocking with holes, flashlight, crowbar, an ice pick, and some gloves.] 
 
   A picture of items police found in Bundy’s car following the 1975 stop in Utah
 
   It was at this point that Bundy began to make mistakes. When he sold his car to a local teenager, the police grabbed it and searched it thoroughly, finding hairs later confirmed to have belonged to Caryn Campbell, Melissa Smith and Carol DaRonch. With this evidence in hand, they were able to bring him in again and place him in a lineup, during which DaRonch identified him. On October 3, an Associated Press article reported, “A University of Utah law student was charged Thursday with aggravated kidnapping and attempted criminal homicide in connection with a report last Nov. 8 from a 17-year-old girl that a man posing as a police officer abducted her at Fashion Place Mall in Murray. … Named in a two-page complaint was Theodore Robert Bundy, 28…. He was booked in jail Thursday evening after questioning by Salt Lake County Sheriff's Capt. N. D. Hayward and other lawmen. … Murray Police Sgt. Paul Forbes, who signed the complaint, alleged ‘that the said Theodore Robert Bundy…did intentionally or knowingly by force, threat or deceit, detain or restrain Carol DaRonch against her will with the intent: (a) To facilitate the commission of or attempted commission of a felony, to wit: criminal homicide or aggravated assault, or (b) To inflict bodily injury on or lo terrorize Carol DaRonch.’ Count two alleges that the defendant ‘…attempted to intentionally or knowingly cause the death of Carol DaRonch, while the said defendant was engaged in the commission of or attempt to commit aggravated kidnapping or kidnapping.’ The complaint also states that the defendant ‘has been identified by Carol DaRonch as the person who abducted her by deceit and or force from the Fashion Place Mall at 6100 S. Slate in Murray, and pointed a gun at her and stated ‘he was going to blow her head off.’”
 
   At that time, according to the article, Bundy was “a second-year law student [and] a part time custodian at the university.” The reported then added, “In Oiympia, Wash., an aide Lt. Gov. Daniel J. Evans confirmed a report that Bundy had served as a ‘campaign assistant’ for the Republican chief executive but was not a paid employee of the governor. Washington University daily newspaper personnel said Bundy was graduated from the university in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science degree in psychology. The Associated Press reported from Seattle Thursday night that Bundy was assistant director of the Seattle Crime Prevention Commission in 1973 and received publicity when he reportedly captured a purse snatcher. AP also said he was formerly an assistant to the Washington State Republican Central Committee.”
 
   After his arrest, Bundy’s parents put up his $15,000 bail, and he lived with Kloepfer until his trial. Then, in November, the lead investigators on the murders in Washington, Utah and Colorado met together and determined that Bundy was likely the killer they were all looking for, but they needed more evidence before they could charge him. 
 
   Having waived his right to a jury trial, Bundy was convicted on March 1, 1976 of the charges against him related to the DaRonch case and was sentenced to 15 years in the Utah State Prison. Bundy tried to escape in October but was immediately caught. 
 
   In the meantime, Colorado finally felt it had enough evidence to charge him with the murder of Caryn Campbell, so he was transferred to the state to stand trial in January 1977. However, he remained determined to never have his day in court; instead, he threw himself into planning his escape, and when he got his chance, he succeeded. On June 7, 1977, the Associated Press reported, “Accused murderer Theodore Bundy escaped from custody today by jumping from a second-floor window in the Pitkin County Courthouse during a recess in a pretrial hearing. …[He] escaped during a hearing on a motion he filed to waive the death penalty if he is found guilty. Defense attorneys assisting Bundy had finished their arguments, and District Court Judge George Lohr declared a recess before hearing the prosecution response. The sheriff’s department said Bundy jumped from the window during the recess and ran past the courthouse toward the Roaring Fork River.”
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   A picture of the courthouse from which Bundy escaped by jumping out the second story window second from the left
 
   The people of Aspen waited with baited breath over the following week, terrified that a psychopathic killer was on the loose, but Bundy did not get far before being picked up six days later. The Associated Press reported, “Bundy, 30, was captured before dawn Monday by two sheriff's deputies who stopped a stolen 1966 Cadillac on the outskirts of Aspen. They said the driver had slumped down and run off the road as their patrol cars passed. Bundy was extremely fatigued and ‘unable to think anymore,’ the sheriff's department said, and he complained of getting only 10 hours of sleep since his escape. He was allowed to sleep Monday afternoon in a basement cell in the courthouse. After questioning Bundy, the sheriff s department said he apparently had been within 10 miles of Aspen since his escape last Tuesday. … A sheriff's department sergeant, Don Davis, said Bundy was asked why he escaped and replied, ‘I didn't want to go back to jail. It was just too pretty outside.’ Davis said Bundy also told him he had been looking for an opportunity to escape. He managed to do that by jumping from a second-floor window in the back of the courtroom when left unguarded during a recess in a pretrial hearing. ‘I believe Ted derived a certain amount of satisfaction from the fact he pulled it off as far as he did,’ said Davis. Bundy was limping when he appeared in court Monday and the sheriff's department said a doctor would examine a knee he apparently injured in his escape leap.”
 
   The article subsequently described Bundy’s escape route, at least as he had explained it to the police: “Bundy fled east from the courthouse after his escape, climbed Aspen Mountain and dropped down to Castle Creek, about 10 miles south of Aspen, Davis said. He spent the next several days hiding in a deserted cabin, Davis said, and complained that one morning he was awakened by the sound of a search helicopter overhead. Bundy confirmed that he had taken a .22 Caliber rifle from the cabin, the sheriff’s department said, but claimed he left it in the woods when he got tired of carrying it. He was unarmed at the time of his arrest and offered no resistance, a spokesman for the sheriff's department said. District Attorney Frank Tucker said Bundy would be charged with felony escape, first-degree burglary, misdemeanor theft for allegedly taking the rifle and felony theft for allegedly taking the car he was driving when captured.”
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   The photograph used for the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives
 
   


  
 

Chapter 6: Kimberly Diane Leach
 
   “On February 9, 1978, Kimberly Diane Leach, age 12, was driven to the Lake City Junior High School, located on Duval Street (U. S. Highway 900, Lake City, Columbia County, Florida by her mother, Freda Leach, at approximately 8:00 a.m. It was a cold, rainy morning. After some school friends, the Leach girl went to her homeroom class at approximately 8:30 a.m. Her homeroom class was located in the Central Building. Her homeroom teacher was John Lawrence Bishop. After approximately fifteen minutes of attendance, the school bell rang for the first period class, which for the Leach girl was Physical Education. Because of the inclement weather, students assembled in the auditorium to watch a movie, as opposed to going outside to play. For the Leach girl to get from her homeroom classroom in the Central Building to the auditorium, she had to exit the rear of the school building, go outside, walk around some portable buildings, and across the basketball courts, a total distance of approximately 247 feet, to enter the auditorium. After she had departed the classroom, Mr. Bishop noticed that she had left her purse behind. He then dispatched a classmate, Tandy Bonner, to the auditorium to bring Leach back to her homeroom classroom to retrieve her purse. Leach did, in fact, leave the auditorium with the permission of her Physical Education teacher, Mrs. Juanita Caldwell, returned to Mr. Bishop's classroom and got her purse. When she exited her original homeroom classroom to return to the auditorium, it was approximately 9:20 a.m. to 9:25 a.m.” – A court document related to Bundy’s appeal of his conviction for the Kimberly Leach murder
 
   Once he was back in custody, those closest to him advised Bundy to go ahead and face the trial, even though he was planning to act as his own attorney, a popular but almost always terrible idea for criminal defendants. It’s altogether possible Bundy would have been acquitted at trial, but he remained determined to escape again and began working on his new plan, which he implemented on the evening of December 30, 1977.  Two days later, the Associated Press relayed the story of Bundy’s second escape: “Theodore Bundy…escaped Saturday from the Garfield County Jail by crawling through a hole in the roof of his cell…. Undersheriff Robert A. Hart said Bundy was discovered missing from his cell shortly after noon Saturday. Bundy was last seen in his cell at 7 p.m. Friday. Hart said Bundy apparently crawled through a hole where a light fixture had been and into the jailer’s apartment, then walked out the door. Law enforcement officials began an immediate search. … Officials said Bundy was scheduled to be transferred to Colorado Springs, where his trial had been moved on a change of venue. Bundy is scheduled to go on trial Jan. 9. Hart said Bundy…left blankets rolled up in his bed to make it look as though he were sleeping.”
 
   What the press did not report was that when Bundy got out, he was carrying about $500 in cash that had been given to him by Boone. It also failed to mention that he had been missing for more than 17 hours before prison officials noticed and that by that time he had stolen a car and, after it broke down, made his way by hitchhiking and bus to Denver, where he caught a plane to Chicago.
 
   Bundy did not remain in Chicago long but instead made his way to Florida, where he soon resumed his old ways. On January 15, 1978, the United Press International reported with horror, “Two Florida State University coeds were strangled in their sorority house beds and three other students were beaten but left alive early Sunday by a clubwielding killer who walked in through an unlocked door. At least one of the girls was raped. One of the injured was in critical condition. Sheriff Ken Katsaris said the assailant, whom he called ‘depraved,’ apparently was a stranger to the girls in the Chi Omega sorority house. The attack put the 23,000-student campus on edge. Police stationed a 24-hour guard in the Chi Omega house and beefed up security around entire area, located a half dozen blocks from downtown Tallahassee and the state capitol. One of the surviving victims at the sorority house described her assailant as a slender white man in his twenties. The dead girls, each occupying a separate room on the second floor of the Chi Omega house, were identified as Lisa Levy, 20 of St. Petersburg, a sophomore studying fashion merchandising, and Margaret Bowman, 21, of St. Petersburg, a junior majoring in art history.”
 
   What the article made clear was that Bundy was up to something completely different than before, attacking the girls inside a building and leaving their bodies behind. 
 
   Then there was the matter of the three who survived. The author explained, “Injured in the attack were sorority roommates Karen Chandler of Tallahassee, a senior economics major, and Kathy Kleiner, 21, of Miami, both listed in satisfactory condition at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. Cheryl Ann Thomas. 22, of Richmond, Va., a sophomore dance major, was beaten unconscious in a duplex apartment six blocks from the sorority house. She was listed in critical condition. ‘We’ve got a real nut here,’ said Jim Sewell, deputy security officer for the campus police. Some coeds moved out of the Chi Omega house after the slayings, staying with friends in town. The victims died of strangulation, but Katharsis said the blows were severe enough to have caused death. He said there was no sign of a struggle and the victims apparently were beaten unconscious, then strangled. One and perhaps more were raped, he said. ‘It was a nightmare situation.’ he said. ‘I don’t think they ever knew what hit them.’”
 
   Police later determined that the Chi Omega attacks took place in a very compressed amount of time and were very violent. Bundy was getting further and further out of control, and he was also getting sloppy. This time, police found physical evidence in Thomas’ bed that they were able to link to Bundy.
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   Two of Bundy’s final victims
 
   Fortunately for humanity, Bundy’s killing spree was finally nearing its end. On February 8, 1978, he drove to Lake City, Florida, where he kidnapped and killed 12-year-old Kimberly Leach from her school. A few days later, he stole a car and started driving west into the Florida panhandle, but after being on the road for three days, he was stopped by a Pensacola police officer. According to an Associated Press story published on February 17, “The bizarre episode opened Wednesday at 1:30 a.m. when Pensacola patrolman David Lee stopped a man in a Volkswagon that had been reported stolen in Tallahassee earlier this month. The man attempted to run from the car after a high-speed chase and Lee fired two shots before the man was arrested. At the city jail the prisoner gave his name as Kenneth Raymond Misner, 29, of Tallahassee. The man carried Misner’s identification papers and a number of stolen credit cards, police said. But the real Kenneth Misner, a former FSU track star, soon came forward in Tallahassee, where he is now attending graduate school. Detectives developed a hunch late Thursday afternoon their prisoner was Bundy, said Detective Norman Chapman. Two hours later, FBI agents arrived with wanted posters and fingerprints.”
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   Bundy after being arrested in Florida in 1978
 
   While Bundy sat in jail, dozens of law enforcement officers and private citizens were combing the Florida woods looking for Kimberly Leach. Finally, on April 7, they found her remains. According to court documents, “On February 11, 1978, a picture of Kimberly Diane Leach, her description, and facts of her disappearance appeared in the local and state news media, both press and television. Over the course of the next several months, a search in extent and intensity virtually unheard of in the annals of Florida history was conducted to locate her. A task force totaling some one hundred members, at any one time, was massed and virtually every inch of ground in Columbia County, and surrounding counties, was covered by the search party. The search was commanded by a group of top-ranking law enforcement officers, who were assisted in their efforts by Assistant State Attorney, George Robert Dekle, of the Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney's Office. On April 7, 1978, while part of the search party searched a wooded area near the Suwannee River in Suwannee County, Florida, one of the members of the search party, Florida Highway Patrol Trooper Kenneth W. Robinson stumbled upon a tin hog shed. Upon bending down and peering therein, he saw remains of a human body and a pile of clothes. Trooper Robinson then summoned the other members of the search party. The area was cordoned off to await the arrival of the State Medical Examiner and Anthropologist, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement Crime Lab Team, members of the State Attorney's Office, and the Investigators in charge of the disappearance of Kimberly Diane Leach.”
 
   


  
 

Chapter 7: Evidence of Guilt
 
   “The probative value of flight evidence as circumstantial evidence of guilt has been analyzed by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals as depending upon the degree of confidence with which four inferences can be drawn: (1) from the defendant's behavior to flight; (2) from flight to consciousness of guilt; (3) from consciousness of guilt to consciousness of guilt concerning the crime charged; and (4) from consciousness of guilt concerning the crime charged to actual guilt of the crime charged. … We see no defects which would render the evidence presented in this case inadmissible. When Bundy was apprehended in Pensacola after fleeing from the officer who had stopped him, it was only six days after the Leach girl had disappeared. The disappearance had attracted much publicity and we feel it is a reasonable inference to make that Bundy fled from the officer as a result of consciousness of guilt on his part for the Leach crime. Likewise, it was two days after the Leach crime when Bundy fled from Officer Dawes after Dawes spotted the license tag on the floorboard of the car which Bundy was apparently using. It is reasonable that a jury could infer such circumstantial evidence to be evidence of guilt. Accordingly, we hold that the two incidents of flight were properly admitted as relevant evidence which a jury could use as circumstantial evidence of guilt.” – Excerpt from a judge’s ruling on one of Bundy’s appeals.
 
    [image: A smiling Bundy holds a sheaf of papers and enters a vehicle. He is escorted by two police officers.] 
 
   A picture of Bundy leaving a Miami courtroom
 
   Bundy was charged with the death of Kimberly Leach, but he did not go to trial right away. Instead, in June 1979 he was sent to Miami to stand trial for the deaths in the Chi Omega case. This change of venue was necessitated by the notoriety of the case. When the trial began, he again insisted on representing himself, unable to resist the limelight of more than 200 reporters sent from around the world to cover the story. 
 
   In one of the first American trials ever seen on television, Bundy preened and strutted before the jury, largely ignoring the advice of his court-appointed counsel team and making a complete fiasco of what little defense he had. He even rejected a plea deal that would have given him a 75 year prison sentence instead of the electric chair. It was just too hard for him to admit he had done anything.
 
    
 
    [image: Souviron is seen in the courtroom. Several enlargements of dental x-rays have been pinned up, and he is holding one in his hand.] 
 
   A picture of odontologist Richard Souviron, who testified about a bite mark found on Levy
 
    [image: Bundy is seen from the side. He is wearing a striped business suit and has his hand positioned near his chin.] 
 
   Bundy in court in 1979
 
   The prosecution had a good case, though many feel that if Bundy had let his lawyers handle his case, he might have been acquitted. Two Chi Omega sisters, Connie Hastings and Nita Neary both testified to seeing him near the house that evening. Even more damning, a bite mark on Levy’s left buttock was demonstrated to match Bundy’s teeth. 
 
   Despite the evidence against him, in his closing arguments, Bundy told the jury, “I’m not asking for mercy, for I find it somewhat absurd to ask for mercy for something I did not do. In a way, this is my opening statement. What we’ve seen here is just the first round, second round, early round of a long battle, and I haven’t given up by any means. I believe if I’d been able to develop fully the evidence which supports my innocence— which indeed I think created a reasonable doubt— been able to have quality representation, I’m confident that I would have been acquitted, and, in the event I get a new trial, will be acquitted. It wasn’t easy sitting through this trial for a number of reasons. But the main reason it was not easy in the early part of the case was the presentation of the state case on what took place in the Chi Omega House, the blood, the pictures, the bloodstained sheets. And to note the state was trying to find me responsible was not easy. And it was not easy, nor did I ignore the families of these young women. I do not know them. And I do not think it’s hypocritical of me, God knows, to say I sympathize with them, to the best I can. Nothing like this has ever happened to anyone close to me. But I’m telling the court, and I’m telling those people close to the victims in this case: I’m not the one responsible for the acts in the Chi Omega House or Dunwoody Street. And I’ll tell the court I’m really not able to accept the verdict, because, although the verdict found in part that those crimes had been committed, they erred in finding who committed them. And as a consequence I cannot accept the sentence even though one will be imposed and even though I realize the lawful way the court will impose it— because it is not a sentence of me. It is a sentence of someone else who is not standing here today. So I will be tortured for and receive the pain for that act … but I will not share the burden or the guilt. … And now the burden is on this court. And I don’t envy you. The court is like a hydra right now. It’s been asked to dispense no mercy as the maniac at the Chi Omega House dispensed no mercy. It’s asked to consider this case as a man and a judge. And you’re asked also to render the wisdom of a god. It’s like some incredible Greek tragedy. It must have been written sometime and it must be one of those ancient Greek plays that portrays the three faces of man.”
 
   In spite of his efforts, Bundy was summarily convicted on July 24, 1979 and given the death penalty. In one of the most memorable sentencing statements in American judicial history, Judge Edward Cowart said, “It is ordered that you be put to death by a current of electricity, that that current be passed through your body until you are dead. Take care of yourself, young man. I say that to you sincerely. Take care of yourself. It’s a tragedy for this court to see such a total waste of humanity that I’ve experienced in this courtroom. You’re a bright young man. You’d have made a good lawyer, and I’d have loved to have you practice in front of me— but you went another way, partner. Take care of yourself. I don’t have any animosity to you. I want you to know that.” 
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   Bundy’s post-Chi Omega conviction photo.
 
   Six months after his Chi Omega conviction, Bundy was sent to Orlando to stand trial for Leach’s murder. His behavior during this trial was even more erratic than during the Chi Omega proceedings. According to an Associated Press story in February 1980, “Bundy called his fiancee, Carole Boone, as his first and only witness and started by asking her to ‘describe for the jury the type of relationship we've had.’ Ms. Boone, A twice-married mother of a 15-year-old boy, said they met while working for a government agency in Washington state in 1974. The friendship ‘evolved into a more serious, romantic sort of thing,’ she said. ‘Sometime I want to marry him, if it works out. He's a warm, kind, patient man,’ Ms. Boone told the jury. ‘I would hope you would come back with life rather than the death penalty.’ It was during re-direct examination of Ms. Boone that Bundy declared the two of them married. ‘I want to make this very clear,’ he said solemnly. ‘Will you marry me?’ ‘I will,’ Ms. Boone said. ‘I do hereby marry you,’ Bundy said. ‘Thank you.’ Before a sobbing closing argument to the jury, Bundy told the panel he declared himself and Ms. Boone married because ‘it was the only chance for us to be in the same room together where the right words could be said.’ Ms. Boone applied for a marriage license last Tuesday to marry Bundy, but it is against prison policy to permit condemned persons to marry. Jopling and defense attorneys turned aside all queries as to whether the Bundy statement in a court of law constituted a marriage.”
 
   As it turned out, the marriage was legal under Florida law because their mutual statements took place before a judge.  A few hours later, Bundy was convicted of killing Leach and given his third death sentence. 
 
    [image: An unsmiling Bundy faces the camera.] 
 
   A mug shot of Bundy after he was convicted for Leach’s murder
 
   Bundy lived on in the Florida prison system for nine more years following his convictions. During that time he always had plenty of company, including regular visits from Boone, with whom he may have secretly conceived a child. He also spent much of his time with several biographers, reveling in their attention as he told them his version of his life story. He often spoke about the joy he felt in holding onto things he had stolen from other people, once saying, “The big payoff for me was actually possessing whatever it was I had stolen. It wasn’t the act, necessarily. Oft times I would have to get intoxicated to get loose enough to be able to do it right. Apart from that, I really enjoyed having something on my wall or sitting in my apartment that I had wanted and gone out and taken.” He insisted that his attacks on his victims gave him that same powerful sense of possession. 
 
   When he was not being interviewed, Bundy spent his time trying to escape. One attempt was thwarted in July 1984 when guards discovered he had sawed through one of the bars in his cell window. Bundy also offered his advice to law enforcement officers investigating other suspected serial murders, including the notorious Green River Killer, of whom Bundy predicted, “This guy is responsible for twenty or thirty more deaths at least, and there's a certain aspect of possessiveness in that. I think that's one way of describing it in rather bland terms, a possessiveness where the corpse could easily be as important as the live victim, in some respects. I mean, it’s that physical possession and ownership, a taking, if you will, that is just part of the syndrome. I think that sense of power and ownership is one of the reasons why I think in some cases—not all, certainly—is why I think he might be individually intending to return to the scene to either view his victim, or in fact, interact with the body in some way.”
 
   As his first execution date drew near, that for the Chi Omega murders, Bundy began to confess to a series of unsolved murders, also admitting details of acts he had performed on the bodies after they were dead. This execution ended up being postponed on appeal, as were a number of other dates until, finally, Florida Governor Bob Martinez signed a death warrant.  Bundy’s execution was set for January 24, 1989 for the murder of Kimberly Leach.
 
   With death now looming, Bundy met with law enforcement officials and confessed to murders he had committed in Washington state and the surrounding area. He also confessed to a number of other murders, including some of women whose names he might never have known. It soon became obvious that he was withholding details in the hope that it might earn him another stay so that he could tell more. This did not work, and Governor Martinez insisted, “We are not going to have the system manipulated. For him to be negotiating for his life over the bodies of victims is despicable." 
 
   The night before he died, Bundy pulled off one final bit of grandstanding by arranging for an interview with popular Christian psychologist Dr. James Dobson. The world later listened in horror to the taped interview, in which Bundy blamed his behavior on an early exposure to pornography. Bundy admitted, “I don't want to die. I'm not going to kid you. I'll kid you not. I deserve certainly the most extreme punishment society has...I think society deserves to be protected from me and others like me…well meaning decent people will condemn [the] behavior of a Ted Bundy while they're walking past a magazine rack full of the very kinds of things that send young kids down the road to be Ted Bundys.”
 
   The interview brought Dobson national attention and discredit, as many believed that Bundy was once again manipulating the system to get what he wanted. In response to the criticism, Dobson asserted, “I did not oppose his execution. I believed he deserved it. I never said to Ted that he did not deserve to die. I think I was pretty open with him about that. If there was a case where an individual deserve to face the maximum penalty, I think he did.....I'm not an apologist for Ted Bundy.”
 
   As it turned out, the interview with Dobson was his last chance for self promotion. The next day, at 7:16 a.m. on the morning of January 24, 1989, Bundy died in the electric chair at the Florida State Prison in Raiford, Florida. Eleanor Rose, the mother of victim Denise Naslund, may have summed up a lot of people’s feelings best when she said, “For everything he did to the girls–the bludgeoning, the strangulation, humiliating their bodies, torturing them – I feel that the electric chair is too good for him.”
 
    [image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/Bundy_%26_Hagmaier.jpg] 
 
   A picture of Bundy the day before his execution
 
   Ted Bundy was dead, but the long shadow he cast was far from gone, as noted by Belva Kent, the mother of victim Debra Kent: “He ruined our lives and he's still part of your life, unfortunately.” Indeed, even as the ramifications of Ted Bundy’s crimes continue to reverberate today, professionals and interested amateurs continue to debate what compelled him to do what he did. Discussing the arguments over the actual number of women Bundy murdered, Reverend Fred Lawrence, who gave Bundy his last rites, asserted, "I don't think even he knew ... how many he killed, or why he killed them. That was my impression, my strong impression." Homicide detective Robert Keppel, who meticulously went through the victim count with Bundy himself, noted, “A long-term serial killer erects powerful barriers to his guilt, walls of denial that can sometimes never be breached." Ted’s mother herself tried to come to grips with what her son had done, saying in an interview shortly before his execution, “If he killed all those lovely young women–we have several beautiful daughters of our own, we know how we would feel and its a terrible thing. And he wasn't raised that way! He was raised in a good, loving, caring family. Dang it! We still love and care for him, but we want to know: what caused this?”
 
   In the end, Detective Keppel, who spent so much time with Bundy, may have described Bundy best in one succinct statement: “He's definitely a premier serial killer. He is probably the model. But I don't think there's many of them like him, fortunately.”
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   Other books about Ted Bundy on Amazon
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