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Preface

In the early 1950s, at a time when American television was still young and stations were seeking fresh programming, a TV series produced in the United Kingdom (The Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel) became the first foreign program to be broadcast on American television (through syndication in 1955). Since that time, hundreds of TV series produced in foreign countries but not originally intended for the American market have aired in the United States.


For purposes of consistency, this book covers the English-speaking and English-dubbed Japanese series seen on U.S. broadcast and cable channels. Series streamed on services like Netflix and Hulu (which air them in their original languages and with subtitles) have been excluded from consideration in this volume, as these series deviate from what was the original intent of importing foreign series to the United States. In a very few instances, when a subtitled foreign series became the basis for an American series (e.g., Israel’s Prisoners of War becoming Homeland), the program is included. American coproductions with a foreign country have also been excluded, as from the start these were made to be seen in the United States (e.g., the series Holly Hobbie is an American–Canadian coproduction and did air in the United States).


This book is a detailed listing of 412 English-speaking foreign series that aired in the United States between 1955 and 2020. Programs are arranged alphabetically and include genre, number of episodes, country of origin, networks (both foreign and U.S.), story lines, casts, and U.S. adaptations where applicable (which include series, aired and unaired pilot films, script-only proposals, and series created directly for the internet—e.g., the United Kingdom’s Man About the House became Three’s Company in the United States). Many entries also contain information on the U.S. series that are similar to a foreign series but not actually based on it (e.g., the 2020 Canadian series Nurses has a plot identical to the 1962 American series The Nurses; the U.K. series Law and Order: U.K. is actually based on two American series, Arrest and Trial [ABC, 1963] and Law and Order [NBC, 1990], and adapts scripts from the NBC version).


In addition to an index, five appendixes also appear that divide the programs into a country-by-country listing (Australia, Canada, Japan, the United Kingdom, and a miscellaneous appendix for shows with only one or two included entries [e.g., France, Germany, and Iceland]).


From the British comedies Keeping Up Appearances, Mr. Bean, and Last of the Summer Wine, to the Japanese cartoons Astro Boy, Marine Boy, and The Eighth Man, to the Australian fantasies H2O: Just Add Water, Ocean Girl, and The Girl from Tomorrow, a whole new world of television programming is being presented for the first time as not only a reference guide to what was created overseas and aired in the United States but also a fascinating new insight into what the world of television has to offer, which, until now, has remained a sparsely documented part of American television history.


The author would like to thank James Robert Parish and Alana Castro for their help in making this book possible.
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The Programs

Absolutely Fabulous (comedy, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1992–1996

United States: Comedy Central, 2002; BBC America, 2011

Premise: Edina Monsoon (real first name Edwina but called Eddy) lives on Holland Park Road in London, England, with her somewhat senile mother, June; her daughter, Saffron (called Saffy); and Serge, her virtually unseen gay son. Eurydice Colette Stone, who prefers to be called Patsy, is Eddy’s best friend, a bastard child who was neglected by her mother and practically raised by June. Saffy, born in 1975, is called, among other things, the “little bitch troll from hell” by Patsy for her virtuous outlook on life (Saffy later did humanitarian work in Uganda, became pregnant, and gave birth to a girl she named Jane). Eddy and Patsy’s rather flamboyant outlook on life is depicted. Other Regulars: Bubble, Eddy’s batty secretary (at her PR firm), and Sarah, Saffy’s friend.

Cast: Jennifer Saunders (Eddy Monsoon), Joanna Lumley (Patsy Stone), Julia Sawalha (Saffy Monsoon), June Whitfield (June Monsoon), Jane Horrocks (Bubble), Naoko Mori (Sarah), Josh Hamilton (Serge)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Absolutely Fabulous (ABC, 1998). Carrie Fisher (as Eddy) and Barbara Carrera (as Patsy) in a script-only proposal that was never produced.

	Sweet Potato Queens (WB, 2001). Script-only proposal about three middle-aged women (Delta Burke, Ronnie Claire Edwards, and Allison Munn) who refuse to accept the fact that they are growing older and continue living the fun life they had when younger.

	ABFAB (unaired pilot, Fox, 2008). Events in the lives of two over-40 best friends (Eddy and Patsy) who drink, smoke, and seek a way to stay hip and youthful.Cast: Kathryn Hahn (Eddy), Kristen Johnston (Patsy), Zosia Mamet (Saffy), Toni Trucks (Novelette)




Adderly (drama, 44 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global Television, 1986–1988

United States: CBS, 1986

Premise: Following an assignment in which V. H. Adderly, an agent for International Security and Intelligence who operates under the code name Beauty 1, is injured, he is transferred to the Bureau of Miscellaneous Affairs. Feeling that the bureau offers him no real challenges, he seeks a way to prove his abilities and regain his former status. Other Regulars: Melville, Adderly’s superior; Mona, the agency receptionist; and Major Clark, the agency head.

Cast: Winston Reckert (V. H. Adderly), Jonathan Welsh (Melville Green-span), Dixie Seatle (Mona), Ken Pogue (Major Clark), Larry Reynolds (V.H.’s father), Kay Hawtrey (V.H.’s mother)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Adventures in Rainbow Country (drama, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1970–1971

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: Events in the life of Billy Williams, a teenage boy growing up “amid the splendor and the challenge of the land around northern Lake Huron in Ontario, Canada.” Other Regulars: Nancy, Billy’s mother (a widow); Hannah, Billy’s sister; Peter, Billy’s friend; Dennis, the bush pilot; Roger, the writer-photographer; and Dugald, the tugboat captain.

Cast: Stephen Cottier (Billy Williams), Lois Maxwell (Nancy Williams), Susan Conway (Hannah Williams), Buckley Patawabano (Peter Gava), Wally Koster (Dennis Mogubgub), Albert Millaire (Roger Lemieux), Alan Mills (Dugald MacGregor)

U.S. Adaptation: While not directly related, three programs used a similar format:


	Trailblazers (unaired pilot, produced in 1952). A group of campers (Spike, Jim, Feathers, Ben, and Pudge) join with counselor Roger Stone to explore America’s wilderness. Cast: Alan Hale Jr. (Roger Stone), Dick Tyler (Spike), Henry Blair (Jim), Bobby Hiatt (Feathers), Harry McCormick (Ben), Jim Flowers (Pudge)


	Camp Wilderness (series, syndication, 1980). The natural wonders of America are explored by Franci and Stefan, counselors at Camp Wilderness, and their campers (Ruth, Matt, Lisa, Nora, Phil, Jeff, Scott, and Korry).Cast: Franci Hogle (Franci), Stefan Hayes (Stefan), Ruth Ingersoll (Ruth), Matt Boston (Matt), Lisa Catalli (Lisa), Nora Lester (Nora), Phil Catalli (Phil), Jeff Kurtz (Jeff), Scott Monti (Scott), Korry Blakemor (Korry), Dan Smith (Dan), Steve Abbott (Steve), Raymond Roy (Will), Stevie Belling (Stevie), Wallace Eddy (Swift Eagle, the guide)


	High Feather (series, PBS, 1980). A group of children attending the High Feather Summer Camp learn about animals, the wilderness, and how to care for themselves when dealing with Mother Nature.Cast: Jacqueline Allen (Leslie), Brian Goldberg (Stan), Virgil Hayes (Leo), Richard Levey (Tom), Cindy O’Neill (Suzanne), Emily Wagner (Cathy)




The Adventures of Black Beauty (drama, 52 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1972–1974

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: As Victoria and Kevin, the teenage children of widower Dr. James Gordon, settle into their new home in Hertfordshire, England (1877), they find an injured ebony stallion in the woods. While caring for the animal, Victoria develops a strong attachment to it but is saddened to learn that its rightful owner, the elder Mr. Ryder, has claimed it. When fate intervenes and Dr. Gordon saves Ryder’s life, Ryder repays him by giving him the horse (which Victoria names Black Beauty). The love, devotion, and adventures shared by Victoria and her horse are depicted. Other Regulars: Amy, the Gordons’ housekeeper, and Ned, Amy’s nephew. The second season finds Victoria leaving to attend boarding school and being replaced by Jenny, Dr. Gordon’s previously unseen daughter, who has just completed her education in England. Based on the novel by Anna Sewell; see also The New Adventures of Black Beauty.

Cast: William Lucas (Dr. James Gordon), Judi Bowker (Victoria Gordon), Stacy Dorning (Jenny Gordon), Roderick Shaw (Kevin Gordon), Charlotte Mitchell (Amy Winthrop), Michael Cobert (Ned Lewis)

U.S. Adaptation:

Black Beauty (NBC, 1978). Black Beauty is a colt owned by Luke, the son of Maryland farmers Tom and Annie Gray. When a stroke paralyzes Tom and Annie is unable to run the farm, she sells it and the horse. Black Beauty’s adventures, passing from owner to owner, and Luke’s attempts to regain possession of the horse are depicted during a 13-year period (1880–1893).

Cast: Martin Milner (Tom Gray), Eileen Brennan (Annie Gray), Ike Eisenmann (Luke Gray, as a boy), Kristoffer Tabori (Luke Gray, adult)

The Adventures of Shirley Holmes—Detective (mystery, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 1996–2001

United States: Fox Family Channel, 1998

Premise: Shirley Holmes, a 12-year-old girl and the great-grandniece of the famous British detective Sherlock Holmes, is the daughter of Robert Holmes (a British diplomat) and his wife Peggy. Like her ancestor, Shirley inherited a keen ability to observe and solve complex problems. While not an official detective, Shirley and her self-proclaimed partner (her Dr. Watson), Bo Sawchuk, solve the mysteries they stumble on. Molly is Shirley’s rival at school (her Professor Moriarty); Watson is her basset hound.

Cast: Meredith Henderson (Shirley Holmes), John White (Francis Boris “Bo” Sawchuk), Chris Humphreys (Robert Holmes), Elizabeth Shepherd (Peggy Holmes), Sarah Ezer (Molly Hardy), Brenda Fletcher (Sterling “Stink” Patterson)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Adventures of Sinbad (adventure, 44 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global Television, 1996–1998

United States: Syndication, 1998

Premise: The Nomad is a ship captained by Sinbad that sails the Seven Seas. Doubar, his brother; Rongar, his best friend; Firouz, the inventor; and Maeve, the Celtic apprentice of the wizard Dim Dim, assist him as they seek adventure in a time of ancient myths and warriors. Other Regulars: Bryn, a warrior, replaces Maeve when she returns to Dim Dim; Rumina, the seductive daughter of the evil sorcerer Turok; and Dermott (who receives his own opening theme credit), the hawk that travels with Maeve (acts like a scout and can telepathically communicate with her).

Cast: Zen Gesner (Sinbad), Jacqueline Collen (Maeve), George Buza (Doubar), Oris Erhuero (Rongar), Tim Progosh (Firouz), Mariah Shirley (Bryn), Julianne Morris (Rumina)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Adventures of Sir Francis Drake (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1961–1962

United States: NBC, 1962

Premise: Sir Francis Drake, an admiral in the Queen’s Navy and captain of the ship, the Golden Hind, battles the enemies of the Crown in sixteenth-century England.

Cast: Terrence Morgan (Sir Francis Drake), Jean Kent (Queen Elizabeth I), Roger Delgado (Spanish Ambassador Mendoza), Patrick McLaughlen (Richard Trevelyan), Ewan Roberts (Earl of Lennox), Michael Crawford (John Drake)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Adventures of Sir Lancelot (adventure, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1956–1957

United States: NBC, 1957

Premise: Tales of Sir Lancelot du Lac, a knight of King Arthur’s Round Table during the twelfth century and the paramour of Queen Guinevere as he defends the Crown against her enemies.

Cast: William Russell (Sir Lancelot), Jane Hylton (Queen Guinevere), Cyril Smith (Merlin the Magician), Ronald Leigh-Hunt and Bruce Seton (King Arthur), Robert Scoggins (Squire Brian), Zena Walker (Angela)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Adventures of the Black Stallion (drama, 78 episodes)

Country: Canada, France, New Zealand

Network/Airdate: Family Channel, ITV (both Canada), 1990–1993

United States: Family Channel, 1990

Premise: Black is an Arabian stallion owned by Alec Ramsey that shows great potential of becoming a racehorse. Alec’s adventures, accompanied by Henry Dailey, a professional horse trainer, are depicted as they travel the racehorse circuit.

Cast: Richard Ian Cox (Alec Ramsey), Mickey Rooney (Henry Dailey), Virginie Demians (Catherine Varnier), Jean-Paul Solal (Pierre Chastel), Michele Goodger (Belle Ramsey), Marianne Filali (Nicole Berthier), David Taylor (Nathaniel McKay)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but the 1960 NBC series National Velvet used a similar format with Lori Martin playing Velvet Brown, a young girl who is training her horse (King) to win the Grand National Steeplechase.

The Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel (adventure, 18 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1955–1956

United States: Syndication, 1955

Premise: Believing that the laws of France (1790s) are unjust, Sir Percy Blakeney, a man of wealth and social status, dons the guise of the Scarlet Pimpernel to help those who cannot help themselves. Although declared an outlaw and 50,000 francs has been offered for his capture, Sir Percy continues in his quest to uphold justice as the mysterious Scarlet Pimpernel. Mrs. Burton is his housekeeper; based on the characters created by Baroness Orczy.

Cast: Marius Goring (Sir Percy/Scarlet Pimpernel), Sybil Arundale (Mrs. Burton)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Adventures of the Seaspray (adventure, 33 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC Television, 1967

United States: Syndication, 1968

Premise: Don Wells, a writer and skipper of the schooner Seaspray, is the father of Sue, Mike, and Noah and with them roams the South Pacific seeking story material. Willyum is their deckhand.

Cast: Walter Brown (Don Wells), Susanne Haworth (Sue Wells), Gary Gray (Mike Wells), Rodney Pearlman (Noah Wells), Leoni Lesinawai (Willyum)

U.S. Adaptation: While not directly based on the series, NBC aired The Westwind in 1975. Steve Andrews, an underwater photographer (and owner of the yacht The Westwind); his wife, Kate, a marine biologist; and their children, Robin and Tom, traverse the various Hawaiian Islands seeking to further man’s knowledge of the sea.

Cast: Van Williams (Steve Andrews), Niki Dantine (Kate Andrews), Kimberly Beck (Robin Andrews), Steve Burns (Tom Andrews)

The Adventures of William Tell (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITC, 1958

United States: Syndication, 1959

Premise: William Tell, the son of Walter and married to Hedda, is an archer who leads the Confederation of the Forest Cantons to protect his homeland (fourteenth-century Switzerland) from the iron rule of the tyrannical Austrian Empire.

Cast: Conrad Phillips (William Tell), Richard Rogers (Walter Tell), Jennifer Jayne (Hedda Tell), Nigel Green (the Bear), Willoughby Goddard (Gessler)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Against the Wind (drama, 13 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1978

United States: Syndication, 1979

Premise: When Mary Mulvane, the spirited daughter of a poor Irish family, rebels against a government system that she feels is unfair to the poor, she is arrested and sentenced to a penal colony in New South Wales, Australia (1796), where her struggles to gain dignity and respect are depicted.

Cast: Mary Larkin (Mary Mulvane), Bryan Brown (Michael Connor), Roz de Winter (Mrs. Mulvane), Peter Gwynne (Francis Mulvane), Kerry McGuire (Polly McNamara), Jon English (Jonathan Garrett), Frank Gallacher (Will Price), Warwick Sims (Lieutenant Morris Grenville), Fred Parslow (Charles Wiltshire), Lynn Rainbow (Louisa Wiltshire)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Alien Surf Girls. See Lightning Point.

All Creatures Great and Small (drama, 90 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1978–1990

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: The Skeldale House Clinic, a veterinary hospital in Yorkshire, England, during the mid-1930s, is owned by Siegfried Farnon, and his work, coupled with that of his assistants, James Herriot (married to Helen) and Tristan Farnon (Siegfried’s brother), is depicted. Based on the books by Alf Wight, a British veterinary surgeon who wrote under the pen name James Herriot.

Cast: Christopher Timothy (James Herriot), Robert Hardy (Siegfried Farnon), Peter Davison (Tristan Farnon), Carol Drinkwater and Lynda Bellingham (Helen Herriot)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

All the Rivers Run (drama, 4 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1983

United States: HBO, 1984

Premise: Philadelphia Gordon, a young English woman and co-owner (with Brenton Edwards) of the paddle steamer Philadelphia, is followed as she traverses the Murray River in Echuca in Melbourne, Australia, during the 1890s. Other Regulars: Mac, the Scottish engineer; Ah Lee, the Chinese cook; and Useless, the deckhand.

Cast: Sigrid Thornton (Philadelphia Gordon), John Waters (Brenton Edwards), Charles Tingwell (Uncle Charles), John Alansu (Ah Lee), Frank Gallacher (Mac), Don Bridges (Useless), Nicholas Brown (Mr. Gordon), Dinah Shearing (Aunt Hester)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

‘Allo, ‘Allo (comedy, 85 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1982–1992

United States: PBS, 1984

Premise: Rene Artois, the owner of a café in Nuvion, France, during World War II, is secretly a member of “Nighthawk,” the town’s local French Resistance group (led by Michelle Dubois) that rescues downed British airmen and seeks a way to defeat the German army that has invaded their town. The German forces are led by Major General Erich von Klinkerhoffen, and Rene’s attempts to deal with all the situations that surround him are depicted: concealing the fact that he is having a secret affair with his waitress (Yvette) from his wife (Edith); dealing with Colonel Kurt von Strohm, the corrupt commandant; and outwitting Herr Otto Flick, the Gestapo agent seeking a stolen painting and hoping to unmask the Resistance members. Also complicating Rene’s life are downed British airmen Carstairs and Fairfax, who are being concealed from the Germans in his café.

Cast: Gordon Kaye (Rene Artois), Carmen Silvera (Edith Artois), Vicki Michelle (Yvette Carte-Blanche), Richard Marner (Colonel Kurt von Strohm), Kirsten Cooks (Michelle Dubois), Hilary Minster (General Eric von Klinkerhoffen), Richard Gibson (Herr Otto Flick), John D. Collins (Officer Fairfax), Nicholas Frankau (Officer Carstairs), Kim Hartman (Private Helga Geerhart), Guy Siner (Lieutenant Hubert Gruber), Rose Hill (Madame Fanny), Arthur Bostrom (Officer Crabtree), Sue Hodge (Mimi Labonq)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Amazing Three (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fiji TV, 1965–1966

United States: Syndication, 1965


Premise: Bonnie (telekinetic abilities), Ronnie (ingenious inventor), and Zero (capable of creating shockwaves) are agents of the Galactic Federation who have been dispatched to planet Earth to determine if it warrants destruction due to its warring nature and potential to become a threat to the universe. To blend in, the aliens take on the appearance of animals—a rabbit (Bonnie), a horse (Ronnie), and a duck (Zero)—and befriend a human, Kenny Carter, the younger brother of Randy, a member of the secret intelligence agency Phoenix, to help them determine the fate of Earth.

English Voice Cast: Bobbie Byers (Bonnie), Neil Patrick (Ronnie), Paul Brown (Zero), Kurt Nagel (Kenny Carter/Randy Carter)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Angeles (crime drama, 13 episodes)

Country: Spain

Network/Airdate: Telemundo, 1999–2001

United States: Telemundo, 1999 (subtitled in English)

Premise: A remake of the American series Charlie’s Angels (ABC, 1977) about Sabrina Duncan (Kate Jackson), Kelly Garrett (Jaclyn Smith), and Jill Monroe (Farrah Fawcett), three beautiful private detectives who work for the never-seen Charlie Townsend, head of Townsend Investigations in Los Angeles. John Bosley is Charlie’s representative for the detectives (called Angels by Charlie). Adriana Vega, Elena Sanchez, and Gina Navarro are three beautiful girls who work as private detectives for the never-seen Charlie, head of Angeles Investigations in the coastal town of Costa Rosa, California. David Bose, their only link to Charlie, assists them. Adriana, an undercover police woman with a talent for disguises, was dismissed from the force for exposing a corrupt group of fellow officers. Elena is a computer expert and a former FBI agent who can access any system in the world. Elena Sanchez is an alias; she refuses to reveal her true name and identity. Gina is an ex–cat burglar who uses her skills to help the team achieve their goals. Like John Bosley, David Bose is the man who watches over the Angels for Charlie. The Angels are followed as they tackle cases that are far more dangerous than what their American counterparts would handle.

Cast: Patricia Manterola (Adriana Vega), Sandra Vidal (Elena Sanchez), Magali Caicedo (Gina Navarro), Mauricio Mendoza (David Bose)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format.

Angelina Ballerina (cartoon, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: CITV, 2002–2006

United States: PBS Kids, 2002

Premise: Angelina, the daughter of Maurice and Matilda Mouseling, is a young mouse that loves to dance and dreams of becoming a prima ballerina. She lives in Mouseland and is being taught the art of dance by Miss Lilly, a former ballerina, and Angelina’s adventures as she struggles to achieve her dream are depicted. Other Regulars: Alice, Angelina’s best friend; William, a boy in the class; and Penelope and Priscilla, the twin girls who are jealous of Angelina’s dancing talent.

Voice Cast: Finty Williams (Angelina Mouseling), Judi Dench (Miss Lilly), Jo Wyatt (Alice Nimbletoes), Keith Wickham (William Longtail), Jo Wyatt (Priscilla Pinkpaws), Jonelle Elliott (Penelope Pinkpaws), Keith Wickham (Maurice Mouseling), Jonelle Elliott (Matilda Mouseling)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Anne of Green Gables (drama, 2 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1985

United States: PBS, 1986

Premise: Green Gables, a farm on Prince Edward Island in Canada (early 1900s), is owned by Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert, an elderly brother and sister. When they decide to adopt a boy to help them run the farm, they are sent instead Anne Shirley, a 12-year-old orphan whose parents, Walter and Bertha, “died of the fever” when she was three months old. Anne, who yearns to become a writer, insists that her first name be spelled “Anne with an e” (“It’s more distinguished and vibrant than plain old Ann without an e”) and feels her downfall is her temper, which she attributes “to the curse of my red hair” (she gets highly charged when someone remarks negatively about it).

Anne’s greatest wish “is to have a bosom friend, a really kindred spirit.” Through Marilla, Anne meets Diana Barry, the teenage girl living on Orchid Slope, who fulfills that desire. Marilla, who never married, is a very bitter and stern woman; Matthew, who remained a bachelor, is very kind and gentle. Anne is full of life and has a vivid imagination and a special gift for overcoming obstacles and bringing out the best in people. Anne’s growth from teenager to young woman is the focal point of a television adaptation of the books by Lucy Maud Montgomery. Other Regulars: Gilbert Blythe, the boy who angers Anne when he calls her Carrots (based on her red hair); Rachel Lynde, Marilla’s friend; Josie Pye, Anne’s school rival; and Miss Stacy, Anne’s teacher at the Avonlea School.

Cast: Megan Follows (Anne Shirley), Colleen Dewhurst (Marilla Cuth-bert), Richard Farnsworth (Matthew Cuthbert), Schuyler Grant (Diana Barry), Jonathan Crombie (Gilbert Blythe), Patricia Hamilton (Rachel Lynde), Marilyn Lightstone (Miss Stacy), Rosemary Radcliffe (Mrs. Barry), Miranda de Pencier (Josie Pye), Jayne Eastwood (Mrs. Blewett), Susannah Hoffman (Jen Pringle), Genevieve Appleton (Emmaline Harris)

U.S. Adaptation:

Anne of Green Gables: The Animated Series (PBS, 2000). Bryn McAuley provides the voice for Anne Shirley with Emily Hampshire as Diana Barry and Al Mukadam as Gilbert Blythe in stories that depict their adventures on Prince Edward Island.

Note: Four additional Canadian series were produced:


	Anne of Green Gables: The Sequel (1987; also known as Anne of Avon-lea) with Megan Follows as Anne Shirley, a teacher at the Avonlea School.

	Road to Avonlea (1990). Attention is switched to Sarah Stanley (Sarah Polley), a young girl who is sent to live with relatives on Prince Edward Island.

	Anne of Green Gables: The Continuing Story (2000). Megan Follows as Anne Shirley, pursuing her dream of becoming a writer (in New York and France during World War I).

	Anne of Green Gables: A New Beginning (2008). Barbara Hershey plays Anne Shirley, now middle-aged and facing life without her husband, Gilbert Blythe, who was killed in action during World War II. Hannah Endicott Douglas plays Young Anne Shirley.



Annedroids (comedy, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: TVO Kids, 2014–2017

United States: Amazon, 2014

Premise: Pal, Hand, and Eyes are intelligent androids created by Anne Sagan, an 11-year-old girl with an interest in robotics. The androids, who can think for themselves, are curious about the human world in which they now live. Although they are programmed not to leave the safety of Anne’s lab (in her father’s junkyard), Pal, Hand, and Eyes are eager to absorb more data. As the androids explore their surroundings, Anne and her friends, Nick and Shania, incorporate scientific principles to help them (and children) understand and solve the real-life situations they encounter. Other Regulars: Wilbert, Anne’s father; Maggie, Nick’s mother; and Garth, Ray, and Billy, Shania’s brothers.

Cast: Addison Holley (Anne Sagan), Adrianna Di Liello (Shania), Jadiel Dowlin (Nick Clegg), James Gangl (Wilbert Sagan), Raven Dauda (Maggie Clegg), Jayne Eastwood (Shania’s grandmother), Joey Nijem (Garth), Jonny Gray (Zack), Carson Reaume (Billy), Aaron Feigenbaum (Ray)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Are You Afraid of the Dark? (anthology, 94 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, Family Channel, 1990–1996, 1999–2000

United States: Nickelodeon, 1992, 1999

Premise: A group of children, called the Midnight Society, gather in the woods at night to sit around a campfire and spin spooky (but not gory) stories.

Cast: The Midnight Society (1990–1996): Jodie Resther, JoAnna Garcia, Rachel Blanchard, Daniel DeSanto, Jason Alisharan, Raine Pare-Coull, Ross Hull, Nathaniel Moreau

Cast: The Midnight Society (1999–2000): Daniel DeSanto, Elisha Cuthbert, Jay Baruchel, Emily Van Camp, Vanessa Lenhies, Sarah Edmondson, Kyle Downes, Kareem Blackwell, Emma Taylor Isherwood

U.S. Adaptation:

Are You Afraid of the Dark? (Nickelodeon, 2019). A three-part Canadian–American miniseries that continues the format with scary stories aimed at children.

Cast: Lyliana Wray, Miya Cech, Sam Ashe Arnold, Jeremy Ray Taylor.

Are You Being Served? (comedy, 70 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1972–1985

United States: PBS, 1987

Premise: Grace Brothers is a London, England–based department store that is steeped in the traditions of the past (like its dress code). It is managed by Cuthbert Rumbold, and Captain Stephen Peacock is the dignified floorwalker. The incidents that befall the staff as they deal with issues among themselves as well as those of their customers are depicted. Other Regulars: Betty Slocombe, the senior sales assistant; Shirley Brahms, the junior sales associate; Ernest Grainer, salesman in the men’s department (replaced by Percival Tebbs, who was later replaced by Alfie Bass); Mr. Grossman, the shoe salesman; “Young” Mr. Grace, the elderly store owner; “Old” Mr. Grace, the “Young’s” even older brother; and Miss Belfridge, Rumbold’s secretary.

Cast: Nicholas Smith (Cuthbert Rumbold), Frank Thornton (Stephen Peacock), Mollie Sugden (Betty Slocombe), Wendy Richard (Shirley Brahms), Arthur Brough (Ernest Grainger), James Hayter (Percival Tebbs), Alfie Bass (Harry Goldberg), Harold Bennett (“Young” Mr. Grace), Kenneth Walker (“Old” Mr. Grace), Candy Davis (Miss Belfridge)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Are You Being Served? The antics of the staff of a major U.S. department store; a 1978 CBS script proposal to be produced by Garry 
Marshall, Tony Marshall, Bill Idelson, Sheldon Bull, Jeremy Lloyd, and David Croft.

	Beane’s of Boston (pilot, CBS, May 5, 1979). Beane’s of Boston is an old-line department store owned by Frank Beane, and his efforts to run the store despite the antics of his staff are depicted: John, the floorwalker; Mae, manager of the womenswear department; Shirley, Mae’s assistant; George, manager of the menswear department; and Franklyn, Frank’s nephew, the bumbling store manager.Cast: Tom Poston (Frank Beane), John Hillerman (John Peacock), Charlotte Rae (Mae Slocombe), Lorna Patterson (Shirley Brahms), Alan Sues (George Humphries), George O’Hanlon Jr. (Franklyn Beane)




As Time Goes By (comedy, 67 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1992–2005

United States: PBS, 1998

Premise: It is the summer of 1953 when Lionel Hardcastle, a British army second lieutenant, and Jean Pargetter, a British nurse, meet in Middlesex, England. They date briefly but are separated when Lionel is transferred to the Korean War front. Each believes the other has lost interest when the post office loses Lionel’s letter to Jean and no correspondence follows. Following his discharge from the service, Lionel immigrated to Kenya (East Africa), where he married (but later divorced Margaret) and became the owner of a coffee plantation. Jean had also married, became the mother of Judith, and after her husband’s passing opened her own secretarial agency, Type for You (where Judith also works). It is 1992 when Lionel, in England on his publisher’s request to write his book, My Life in Kenya, requires a typist and contacts Type for You unaware that Jean is its owner. After years of separation, Jean and Lionel meet and, after clarifying what had happened, pick up their romance from where it left off in 1953 (they later marry). Other Regulars: Sandy, Jean’s secretary and Judith’s best friend; Alistair Deacon, Lionel’s editor; Rocky, Lionel’s father; Harry, Sandy’s boyfriend; Mrs. Bale, Rocky’s housekeeper; Madge, Rocky’s romantic interest; Penny, the neurotic sister of Jean’s first husband, David; and Stephen, Penny’s husband, a dentist.

Cast: Judi Dench (Jean Pargetter), Geoffrey Palmer (Lionel Hardcastle), Moira Brooker (Judith), Jenny Funnell (Sandy Edwards), Philip Bretherton (Alistair Deacon), David Michaels and Daniel Ryan (Harry), Frank Middlemass (Richard “Rocky” Hardcastle), Janet Henfrey (Mrs. Bale), Joan Sims (Madge), Moyra Fraser (Penny Johnson), Paul Chapman (Stephen Johnson)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ashes to Ashes (drama, 24 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2008–2010

United States: BBC America, 2009

Premise: A sequel to the British series Life on Mars (wherein police detective Sam Tyler was hit by a car in 2006 and woke up in the year 1973; see title). Alexandria Drake (called Alex) is a British detective inspector and psychological profiler with an impressive arrest record. During a case investigation, Alex is shot in the head and propelled from her present day in 2008 to 1981 and at the same Manchester police precinct where Sam Tyler worked. Like Sam, Alex is not sure if she is dreaming or in a coma or has really traveled back in time. She must, however, adjust to a time when women law enforcement officers did not have the same rights as men. With no other choice but to live in and accept the situation she finds herself, Alex incorporates her twenty-first-century training to solve crimes while at the same time struggling to solve her own mystery and how to return to 2008 and her young daughter (Molly). Other Regulars: Detective Chief Inspector Gene Hunt, Alex’s superior; Detective Ray Carling, the unit’s ladies’ man; Detective Chris Skelton, the unit’s computer expert (although he uses “a clunky computer”); Sharon “Shaz” Granger, a detective determined to make her way up the departmental ladder; and “Supermac” MacKintosh, a renowned detective superintendent who is considered a legend on the force. The title is derived from a David Bowie song (as was Life on Mars). Luigi’s is the bar-restaurant hangout.

Cast: Keeley Hawes (Alex Drake), Philip Glenister (Gene Hunt), Dean Andrews (Ray Carling), Marshall Lancaster (Chris Skelton), Montserrat Lombard (Sharon Granger), Amelia Bullmore (Caroline Price), Stephen Campbell Moore (Evan White), Grace Vance (Molly Drake), Joseph Long (Luigi), Lucy Cole (Young Alex), Roger Allam (“Supermac” MacKintosh)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Astro Boy (cartoon, 193 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji TV, 1963–1968

United States: Syndication, 1963 (only 104 dubbed episodes)

Premise: Following the death of his son, Astor, in a car accident, Dr. Boynton, a scientist and head of the Institute for Science in the year 2000, creates an advanced robot in Astor’s image. The robot, however, does not mature, and, disenchanted with it, Dr. Boynton sells it to a circus where it is renamed Astro and forced to participate in sideshow attractions. Astro’s life changes when the circus catches fire and he 
saves the life of its owner (the Great Cacciatore); in return, Astro is set free and comes into the possession of Dr. Elefun, Boynton’s replacement, who believes robots should live the same life as humans. Elefun sees Astro as a savior and with his guidance programs him to use his amazing abilities to defeat evil. Uran, called Astro Girl, is the robotic sister Elefun creates as a companion for Astro Boy.

English Voice Cast: Billie Lou Watt (Astro Boy/Astro Girl), Ray Owens (Dr. Elefun)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

The Avengers (adventure, 161 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV/ABC. Series 1: 1961. Series 2: 1962–1964. Series 3: 1965–1968. Series 4: 1968–1969

United States: ABC, 1966–1969 (series 3 and 4); A&E/syndication, series 1 and 2

Premise: John Steed, a British Ministry agent, first made his appearance known to David Keel (1961), a doctor seeking his fiancée’s killer (a drug smuggler also being sought by Steed). At this time, Steed, as he is most often called, is a man of mystery; it is not made clear if he is a lone avenger or a secret agent.

Steed and Keel solve crimes together until 1962, when David accepts an overseas fellowship and the Ministry teams Steed with Catherine Gale, an anthropologist for the British Museum. Steed, revealed to be a Ministry agent, and Catherine, called Cathy, a firearms expert and martial arts master, battle enemies of the government until 1965, when Cathy mysteriously disappears (not revealed why she left) and Steed befriends Emma Peel, the emancipated widow of a test pilot and the daughter of Sir John Knight, the owner of Knight Industries. Although Emma is not a professional, she teams with Steed to battle evil for the sheer love of adventure.

In 1968, Emma returns to her husband, Peter Peel (found alive in the Amazonian jungle after he was thought to have been killed in a plane crash), and Steed is teamed with Tara King, a shapely Ministry agent. Tara, the daughter of a prosperous farmer, is capable of defending herself while on dangerous assignments but is more vulnerable than Cathy or Emma and will scream for help (and, like Steed, will use every dirty trick in the book to foil evil).

Steed’s superiors were One-Ten (with Cathy) and the wheelchair-bound Mother (with Tara). Mother was a top agent who was crippled in an explosion. He is assisted by a tall, shapely blonde named Rhonda. See also The New Avengers.

Cast: Patrick Macnee (John Steed), Ian Hendry (David Keel), Honor Blackman (Catherine Gale), Diana Rigg (Emma Peel), Linda Thorson (Tara King), Patrick Newell (Mother), Rhonda Parker (Rhonda), Douglas Muir (One-Ten)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


B

Bad Girls (drama, 107 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1999–2006

United States: Logo, 2006

Premise: A hard-hitting look at life in a woman’s detention center (Larkhall Prison) in England as depicted through the prisoners and guards (both the good and the sadistic) who watch over (and take advantage of) them. Helen Stewart is the governor of G-Wing (later replaced by Karen Betts and Jim Fenner). Prisoners: Nikki Wade (serving life for killing a policeman), Shell Dockley (life for murdering the woman who stole her boyfriend), Rachel Hicks (one year for drug possession), Julie Saunders and Julie Johnson (prostitutes), Zandra Plackett (10 months for drug possession), and Barbara Hunt (three years for manslaughter). Prison Officers: Denny Blood, Lorna Rose, Dominic McAllister, Sylvia Hollamby, and Di Barker.

Principal Cast: Simone Lahbib (Helen Stewart), Jack Ellis (Jim Fenner), Mandana Jones (Nikki Wade), Debra Stephenson (Shell Dockley), Joanne Froggatt (Rachel Hicks), Alicya Eyo (Denny Blood), Luisa Bradshaw-White (Lorna Rose), Joe Shaw (Dominic McAllister), Victoria Alcock (Julie Saunders), Kilya Mirylees (Julie Johnson), Helen Fraser (Sylvia Hollamby), Lara Cazalet (Zandra Plackett), Tracey Wilkinson (Di Barker), Isabelle Amyes (Barbara Hunt), Claire King (Karen Betts)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020. See also Prisoner: Cell Block H.

Bananas in Pajamas (children, 304 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC, 1992–2001

United States: Syndication, 1995

Premise: A pair of yellow bananas (called B-1 and B-2) who live on Cuddles Lane host an educational program that teaches children the importance of cooperation, imagination, and communication. A number of puppet characters (such as Amy, Lulu, Morgan, and Maggie) assist the bananas (who are always dressed in pajamas) in their daily activities.

Cast: Duncan Wass and Ken Radley (B-1), Nicholas Opolski (B-2), Sandie Lillingston (Amy), Mary-Ann Henshaw and Taylor Owyns (Lulu), Jeremy Schrivener (Morgan), Emma De Vries (Maggie), Shane McNamara (Rat-in-a-Hat). Narrator: Karina Kelly.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Baron (drama, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1966–1967

United States: ABC, 1966

Premise: John Mannering, a wealthy American antique dealer based in London, England, and known as “The Baron,” has been recruited by the British government to investigate crimes associated with the art world. His investigations, assisted by British agent Cordelia Winfield, are depicted as they seek the unscrupulous people who crave the world’s greatest art treasures for themselves (or the money that can be made by criminals selling them to rich collectors). Templeton Greene is John’s contact at British intelligence; David Marlowe assists John at his shop.

Cast: Steve Forrest (John Mannering), Sue Lloyd (Cordelia Winfield), Colin Gordon (Templeton Greene), Paul Ferris (David Marlowe)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but the series Relic Hunter (syndication, 1999) has a similar format wherein Sydney Fox (Tia Carrere), a gorgeous professor of ancient studies at Trinity College, battles the unscrupulous people who seek to own ancient relics for themselves.

Barrier Reef (drama, 39 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: The 0—10 Network, 1971–1972

United States: NBC, 1971

Premise: Chet King, captain of the Endeavor, a ship specially rigged with scientific equipment, has been assigned to study Australia’s delicate Barrier Reef (a complex underwater world that is being affected by pollution). Marine biologists Elizabeth Hanna, Kip King (Chet’s son), Tracy Dean, and Joe Francis assist him, and their efforts to explore and document the Reef are depicted.

Cast: Joe James (Chet King), Ken James (Kip King), Rowena Wallace (Tracy Dean), Richard Meikle (Joe Francis), Peter Carver (Professor Barnard)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Bedlam (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Sky Living, 2011–2012

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Bedlam Heights, a British apartment building advertised as “The Happiest Address in the World,” was constructed on the site of a former insane asylum. It is now haunted by the awakened ghosts of its dark and violent past who are seeking to reclaim what was once theirs (and extract their revenge on those who wronged them). The situations that befall the residents of Bedlam Heights are depicted with a particular focus on Kate, who is a direct descendant of the people who ran the asylum and now lives and works for her father, Warren, the building owner. Other Regulars: Molly, Kate’s friend; Ryan, a young man, scarred by the murder of his brother a year ago, who is seeking to escape his past; and Jed, Kate’s cousin, a troubled man with a history of mental illness who can see ghosts and has visions of the past (which enable Kate to uncover the secrets of Bedlam Heights).

Cast: Charlotte Salt (Kate Bettany), Ashley Madekwe (Molly Lucas), Will Young (Ryan McAllister), Hugo Speer (Hugo), Theo James (Jed Harper)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Being Erica (drama, 49 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2009–2011

United States: Soap Net, 2009

Premise: Erica, the daughter of Gary and Barbara Strange, is 32 years old, single, and living in Toronto, Canada. She feels her life is going nowhere and one day stumbles on the offices of Dr. Tom, a man she assumes to be a therapist. Dr. Tom, however, is somewhat of a mystery, and his office has no particular physical location; it can be entered by walking down any street and opening any door. Erica’s sessions with Dr. Tom are depicted—sessions wherein Erica is sent back in time to change the events she regrets as happening that will affect her present-day life. Other Regulars: Samantha (married to Josh), Erica’s younger sister; Leo, Erica’s deceased older brother (died 13 years ago in an accident and seen only in flashback sequences); Ethan, Erica’s friend, an elementary school teacher; and Judith, Erica’s best friend.

Cast: Erin Karpluk (Erica Strange), Michael Riley (Dr. Tom), Joanna Douglas (Samantha), John Boylan (Gary Strange), Kathleen Laskey (Barbara Strange), Adam MacDonald (Josh), Vinessa Antoine (Judith Winter), Tyrone Leitso (Ethan)


Flashback Cast: Samantha Weinstein (Young Erica), Kira Murphy (Young Samantha), Lauren Collins (Young Barbara), Raquel Cadiha (Young Judith), Devon Bostick (Leo Strange)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Being Human (drama, 37 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2008–2013

United States: BBC America, 2009

Premise: George Sands and John Mitchell, young men who work as hospital porters in Bristol, England, each have a secret: George is a were-wolf and John a vampire. Also a part of their lives is the ghost of Annie Sawyer, the former owner of the house in which they live, who is seeking to discover if her death was an accident or murder (fell or pushed down a flight of stairs). Although he is a vampire and has a craving for blood, John is struggling to end that aspect of his curse; the mild-mannered George is hoping to overcome his predatory killing spree when the moon is full and he is transformed into a werewolf; Annie is a lovable but talkative ghost who lacks self-confidence and yearns for company. Their effort to live as normally as possible is depicted. Other Regulars: Lauren, a nurse turned into a vampire by Mitchell; Herrick, the vampire leader (poses as police sergeant and wants Mitchell back in the fold); Seth, Herrick’s vicious vampire aide; Owen, Annie’s former fiancé; and Nina, the senior nurse at the hospital.

Cast: Aidan Turner (John Mitchell), Russell Tovey (George Sands), Lenora Crichlow (Annie Sawyer), Annabel Scholey (Lauren), Jason Watkins (William Herrick), Dylan Brown (Seth), Gregg Chillin (Owen), Sinead Keenan (Nina Pickering, a werewolf, season 3), Michael Socha (Tom McNair, a werewolf, season 4), Damien Molony (Hal Yorke, a vampire, season 4), Kate Bracken (Alex Millar, a ghost, season 5)

U.S. Adaptation:

Being Human (Syfy, 2011). Follows the same basic format as described above: three 20-something roommates, a ghost (Sally Malik), a vampire (Aidan Waite), and a werewolf (Josh Levison), struggling to keep their dark secrets while helping each other “navigate the complexities of their double lives.” In life, Sally had hoped to become a UN guide but fell in love and was sidetracked when she met Danny. They married and moved into the series locale town house, where Sally eventually died but where her fun-loving spirit lives on. Aidan, a nurse at a Boston hospital, has an endless supply of blood but also finds comfort in helping terminally ill patients find peace. Josh, bitten by a werewolf, had lived a life of loneliness, retreating to the woods at each full moon, until 
he met Aidan, who offered him the possibility of a normal life and a job as an orderly at the hospital. Bishop is the vicious leader of a vampire cult in Boston who is seeking to return Aidan to his clan.

Cast: Meaghan Rath (Sally Malik), Sam Witwer (Aidan Waite), Sam Huntington (Josh Levison), Mark Pellegrino (James Bishop), Kristen Hager (Nora Sergeant)

The Benny Hill Show (comedy, 59 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Thames TV, 1969–1989

United States: Syndication, 1979. Although various incarnations of the program aired beginning in England in 1955, only the episodes broadcast from 1969 to 1984 have been seen in the United States.

Premise: Adult-oriented comedy sketches that, while common in Europe, test the limits of permissiveness on American television. Scantily clad girls and risqué skits prevail throughout each program; skits featuring nudity are blurred for the U.S. market.

Host-Star: Benny Hill. Regulars: Andrea Melley, Anne Bruzac, Bella Emberg, Bob Todd, Brian Nolan, Carol Mills, Chai-Lee, Cheryl Cross, Cheryl Gilham, Claire Russell, Connie Georges, Dan Jackson, Debbie Greenwood, Diana Darvey, Earl Adair, Eddie Buchanan, Eira Heath, Helen Horton, Helli Louise, Henry McGee, Jackie Wright, Jennie Lee Rich, Jenny Lee Wright, Jimmy Thompson, Jon Jon Keefe, Kay Frazer, Lee Gibson, Leslie Goldie, Monica Ringwald, Nicholas Parsons, Nina Martin, Pat Ashton, Patricia Hayes, Patrick Newell, Penny Wells, Rita Webb, Ronnie Brody, Samantha Lane, Samantha Stevens, Stella Moray, Sue Bishop, Sue Bond, Sue Lipton, Sue Young, Terry Day, Verne Morgan, Vivenee Warman, Yvonne Deerman, Yvonne Paul, Hill’s Angels, and the Ladybirds.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Bergerac (crime drama, 87 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981–1991

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Jim Bergerac, a British police detective who uses unorthodox methods during investigations, is followed as he and his by-the-books partner, Detective Barney Crozier, attempt to solve puzzling crimes—Jim’s way. Francine is Jim’s romantic interest; Charlie Hungerford is Jim’s ex–father-in-law.

Cast: John Nettles (Jim Bergerac), Cecile Paoli (Francine), Sean Arnold (Barney Crozier), Terence Alexander (Charlie Hungerford)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Big Wolf on Campus (comedy, 65 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 1999–2002

United States: Fox Family Channel, 1999

Premise: Tommy Dawkins is a student at Pleasantville High School (in the Canadian town of Pleasantville). He lives at 1236 Ogden Street with his father, Bob (the mayor); his mother, Sally (a TV reporter); and his older, slacker brother, Dean. One night during a camping trip, Tommy is bitten by a werewolf, but, unlike others of his kind, he becomes a kind, good-natured creature of the full moon. His friends, Lori, a reporter for the school newspaper, and Merton, president of the school’s Gothic Club, share his secret and help him protect Pleasantville from the deadly demons that inhabit the underworld. Other Regulars: Stacey, the girl of Tommy’s dreams (later replaced by Lori), and Tim and Travis, brothers out to capture the werewolf and expose him.

Cast: Brandon Quinn (Tommy Dawkins), Danny Smith (Merton J. Dingle), Aimee Castle (Lori Baxter), Rob DeLeeuw (Travis Eckert), Dominic DiRosa (Tim Eckert), Rachelle LeFevre (Stacey Hanson), Jane Wheeler (Sally Dawkins), Nathalie Vansier (Becky Dingle), Jack Mosshammer (Dean Dawkins), Alan Fawcett (Bob Dawkins)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Bindi the Jungle Girl (documentary, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC for Kids, 2007–2008

United States: Discovery Kids, 2007

Premise: Bindi Sue Irwin, the daughter of Steve and Terri Irwin, hosts a nature-themed program wherein she carries on the tradition of her father, the “Crocodile Hunter” (killed in an accident in 2006), to respect wildlife. In addition to exploring wildlife, Bindi, assisted by her brother, Robert, and Australia Zoo director, Wes Mannion, answers viewer questions (“Bindi’s Blog” segment) and performs songs and dances (with a group called the Crockmen). Archival footage features Steve Irwin in a segment called “Croc Hunter Unplugged.”

Cast: Bindi Sue Irwin, Robert Irwin, Wes Mannion

U.S. Adaptation:

Crikey! It’s the Irwins (Animal Planet, 2018). Bindi Irwin; her mother, Terri Irwin; and her brother, Robert Irwin and their experiences with animals in various parts of the world (mostly Australia).

Bitten (drama, 33 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Space, 2014–2016


United States: Syfy, 2015

Premise: An adaptation of the book series Women of the Otherworld by Kelley Armstrong that centers on Elena Michaels, a werewolf (transformed by her ex-fiancé, Clayton) torn between her family obligations as a werewolf (living in upstate New York) or a hopeful, normal life with her human boyfriend, Philip (who lives in Toronto, Canada).

Cast: Laura Vandervoort (Elena Michaels), Paul Greene (Philip McAdams), Greyston Holt (Clayton Danvers), Greg Bryk (Jeremy Danvers), Genelle Williams (Rachel Sutton), Tommie-Amber Pirie (Paige Winterbourne)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Black Adder (comedy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1983

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: An alternate, fictitious look at British history that charts the reign of King Richard IV (1485–1498) and his wife, Queen Gertrude of Flanders, as seen through the experiences of Prince Edmund, their son, a sniveling coward who calls himself the Black Adder, and his two companions, Lord Percy, the moronic Duke of Northumberland, and Baldrick, an insignificant servant, as he plots to rise to greatness. As the series ends, King Richard and his family succumb to foul play (poisoned), and Henry Tudor becomes ruler as King Henry VII (who rewrites history, effectively erasing Richard’s time as a king).

Cast: Rowan Atkinson (Prince Edmund), Brian Blessed (King Richard), Elspet Gray (Queen Gertrude), Robert East (Prince Harry), Tim Mc-Innerny (Lord Percy), Tony Robinson (Baldrick), Stephen Tate (Lord Chiswick)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but three British spin-offs appeared:


	Black Adder II (1986), which is set during the reign of Queen Elizabeth (1558–1603) and follows Edmund (Rowan Atkinson), the great-grandson of the original Black Adder, as he deals with Elizabeth (Miranda Richardson) and her lust for power; his rival, Lord Melchett (Stephen Fry); and Nursie (Patsy Byrne), the Queen’s former (and now demented) nanny.

	Black Adder the Third (1987). Set in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Edmund (Rowan Atkinson) is seen as a butler to Regent (Hugh Laurie), the Prince of Wales, a man who could be considered a complete idiot.

	Black Adder Goes Forth (1989). Edmund (Rowan Atkinson) is now a captain on the Western Front in World War I. More of a coward than anything else, Edmund fears getting killed during battle, and his 
efforts to avoid the trenches are depicted. Private S. Baldrick (Tony Robinson) is his sidekick; George (Hugh Laurie) is their lieutenant; and General Melchett (Stephen Fry) and his assistant, Captain Kevin Darling (Tim McInnerny), direct operations from a château in France.



Black Beauty. See The Adventures of Black Beauty and The New Adventures of Black Beauty.

Blake’s 7 (science fiction, 52 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1978–1981

United States: Syndication, 1980

Premise: In a future time when Earth’s surface has been transformed into a radioactive wasteland following a holocaustic war, survivors now live in domed cities that are controlled by the Federation, a ruthless dictatorship whose power extends to various colonies in the galaxy. Roj Blake, a dissident, is followed as he attempts to free humanity from the control of the Federation.

Four 13-episode series were made (1977, 1978, 1980, and 1981). The title is derived from the original 1977 Blake’s Seven (Blake, Venna, Avon, Cally, Vila, Gam, and Zen). In the second series (1978), Travis was added to the cast, Gam was killed off in episode 5, and Blake and Venna perished in the final episode (Avon then became the leader). Dayna and Tarrant joined the cast in the first and second episodes, respectively, of the third series (1980). Cally and Zen were killed off in episode 1 of the fourth series (1981) and were replaced by Soolin. Other Regulars: Jenna Stannis, pilot of The Liberator, Blake’s ship, and Zen and Orac, the ship’s computers.

Cast: Gareth Thomas (Roj Blake), Sally Knyvette (Jenna Stannis), Paul Darrow (Kerr Avon), Jan Chappell (Cally), Josette Simon (Dayna Mellanby), Michael Keating (Vila Restal), David Jackson (Olag Gan), Steven Pacey (Del Tarrant), Glynis Barber (Soolin), Jacqueline Pearce (Federation President Servalan), Stephen Greif and Brian Croucher (Commander Travis), Peter Tuddenham (Zen and Orac)

U.S. Adaptation: In 2012, the Syfy network revealed that it had planned to do a remake, but an actual pilot or series was never made.

Bliss (erotic anthology, 24 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Showcase, 2002–2004

United States: Oxygen, 2004

Premise: Sensual dramas that explore women’s passions, desires, and fantasies. The program, written and directed by women, is heavily edited for broadcast in the United States.

Story Examples:


	Valentine’s Day in Jail. While visiting her boyfriend (Angel) in jail, Gloria is shocked to hear his daring plan that would allow them to be intimate in private.Cast: Adam Beach (Angel), Babs Chula (Gloria), Dale Hayes (Matron Rita), Jason Cavalier (Frank), Torri Higginson (Kate)


	The Value of X. Jeanette is a high school senior with romantic feelings for her best friend, Marnie, but is confused about her sexual orientation. Zach, her gay friend, offers to help her through sexual role play.Cast: Tara Spencer-Nairn (Jeanette), Rachelle Lefeve (Marnie), Jason MacDonald (Zach)


	Three. A spoof of the series Three’s Company wherein Kate, a 29-year-old woman who shares an apartment with two male roommates (Louis and Marcus), changes the living conditions from platonic to sexual.Cast: Jennifer Podemski (Kate), Ben Bass (Marcus), Bob Cryer (Louis)


	The Marvellon. The relationship between a very feminine lesbian (Isabel) and her lover (Percival), a young woman who prefers dressing in men’s clothing.Cast: Lynda Boyd (Isabel), Lauren Evans (Percival), Liliana Komorowska (Lisa)




U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Blizzard Island (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1987–1988

United States: Nickelodeon, 1988

Premise: Shortly after inheriting jewelry (the Necklace of Argon) from their mother (Isabel), siblings Tracey and Wayne Allen are magically transported to Blizzard Island, an inner Earth world that is dying, and its demise could affect all Earth’s inner worlds. As Tracey and Wayne explore the island, they meet Rog the Rogaloneon, a sand creature who tells them they must find Argon, a giant who can save the island through the powers of the necklace. Tracey and Wayne’s journey to find Argon is depicted, as are their efforts to defeat Sidney, a vicious, bumbling warlock who is seeking the necklace for its powers. Egbert is Sidney’s uncle, a wizard who was left without a body after one of Sidney’s spells backfired; he now adorns the wall of Sidney’s headquarters (a lighthouse).

Cast: Amy Miller (Tracey Allen), Shannon Lynch (Wayne Allen), Tim Gosley (Rog), Terry Angus (Sidney), Stoney Ripley (Egbert), Frank Meschkuleit (Argon), Gay Hauser (Isabel Allen)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Bomb Girls (drama, 19 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global, 2012–2013

United States: Reelz Channel, 2012

Premise: Incidents in the lives of four women who work the Blue Shift at Victory Munitions, a World War II Canada-based bomb-making factory: Lorna Corbett, the floor matron; Gladys Witman, a floor worker; Betty McRae, a Blue Shift trainer in charge of new women employees; and Kate Andrews, the newest of the floor workers. Other Regulars: Vera, a floor worker who was disfigured in a factory accident; Marco, an Italian-born worker at the factory; Ian, an engineer at the factory; James, Gladys’s fiancé; Bob, Lorna’s husband; Eugene, Lorna’s son; Harold, the plant supervisor; Edith, a Blue Shift worker; and Hazel, a Red Shift worker.

Cast: Meg Tilly (Lorna Corbett) Jodi Balfour (Gladys Witman), Ali Liebert (Betty McRae), Charlotte Hegele (Kate Andrews), Anastasia Phillips (Vera Burr), Anthony Cupo (Marco Moretti), Michael Seater (Ivan Buchinsky), Sebastian Pigott (James Dunn), Peter Outerbridge (Bob Corbett), Brett Dier (Eugene Corbett), Richard Fitzpatrick (Harold Akins), Lisa Norton (Edith McCallum), Brittany Allen (Hazel MacDougall)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Bounder (comedy, 14 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1982–1983

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: After serving a two-year prison sentence for fraud, investment manager Howard Booth finds that he not only is broke but also has no place to live. With only one option available, Howard moves in with his younger sister, Mary, and her husband, Trevor, a cynical real estate agent. Howard has lived his adult life conning people, and his efforts to change for the better and find honest work are depicted (made much more difficult by Mary’s neighbor, Laura Miles, a rich widow Howard sees as a target for easy money).

Cast: Peter Bowles (Howard Booth), Rosalind Ayres (Mary Mountjoy), George Cole (Trevor Mountjoy), Isla Blair (Laura Miles)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Bounder (pilot, CBS, July 7, 1984). The same basic format is followed with a schemer (Howard Bender) moving in with his sister (Bonnie) and her husband (Charles) and attempting to give up his unethical ways. Laura is their neighbor, a wealthy widow.

Cast: Michael McKean (Howard Bender), Jeanetta Arnette (Bonnie Slater), Richard Masur (Charles Slater), Francine Tacker (Laura Spencer)

Brave Raideen (cartoon, 50 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Tokyo, 1975–1976

United States: Syndication, 1976

Premise: When Earth is threatened by the evil Barao and his Demon Empire, Raideen, a giant robot concealed in a golden pyramid, awakens from its sleep when it senses the approaching danger. Akira Hibiki, a young boy summoned to Raideen’s presence by a mysterious voice, discovers that he is a descendant of an ancient people (Mu) and must assume control of the robot (which occurs when a beam of light pulls Akira into Raideen’s head, the control center). Akira and Raideen’s quest to stop Barao from destroying Earth is depicted. Mari is Akira’s friend and assistant. Shown with English subtitles.

Cast: Akira Kamiya (Akira Hibiki), Makoto Kousaka and Kiyoko Shibata (Mari Sarummaru), Jupel Takiguchi (Barao)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Butterflies (comedy, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1978–1983

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: The Parkinsons are a middle-class British family consisting of Ria, a very attractive 40-year-old housewife and mother who worries about growing old; Ben, her indifferent husband, a dentist who collects butterflies; and her grown sons, Russell and Adam. Events in their lives are seen through Ria’s eyes as she struggles to adjust to the fact that she is becoming middle-aged. Other Regulars: Ruby, their housekeeper; Leonard Dunn, the man who seeks to seduce Ria; Thomas, Leonard’s chauffeur; and Mr. Conrad, Ria’s neighbor.

Cast: Wendy Craig (Ria Parkinson), Geoffrey Palmer (Ben Parkinson), Andre Hall (Russell Parkinson), Nicholas Lyndhurst (Adam Parkinson), Joyce Windsor (Ruby), Bruce Montague (Leonard Dunn), Michael Ripper (Thomas), Cindy Oswin (Leonard’s receptionist), Milton Jones (Mr. Conrad)

U.S. Adaptation:

Butterflies (pilot, NBC, August 1, 1979). Rea Parkinson, a 40-year-old middle-class American housewife, struggles to adjust to the fact that she is growing older and becoming less attractive. She is married to Ben, her candid and indifferent husband, a dentist who collects butterflies, and is the mother of Adam and Russell.

Cast: Jennifer Warren (Rea Parkinson), John McMartin (Ben Parkinson), Robert Doran (Adam Parkinson), Craig Wasson (Russell Parkinson)




C

Callan (crime drama, 44 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1967–1972

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Section is a mysterious and ruthless unit of the British Secret Service that conceals itself under the guise of a scrap metal business. David Callan, an assassin and its top operative, is followed as he investigates threats against the British government. Callan, orphaned when his parents were killed in a bombing during World War II, was in the National Service in the British army and achieved the rank of corporal. His life changed when he was discharged and was sentenced to prison for bank robbery. It was at this time that Section recruited him to use his skills to help defeat the enemies of the government. The series La Femme Nikita (see title in this book) used a similar story line. Other Regulars: Lonely, an expert thief and forger (now Callan’s link to the underworld); Liz, an agent (a survivor of a Nazi massacre in Poland as a child and adopted by a British intelligence officer); Toby, a Section agent (later replaced by James Cross); and Dr. Snell, the sadistic Section physician.

Cast: Edward Woodward (David Callan), Russell Hunter (Lonely), Lisa Langdon (Liz March), Anthony Valentine (Toby Meres), Patrick Mower (James Cross), Clifford Rose (Dr. Snell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Campbells (drama, 100 episodes)

Country: Canada, Scotland

Network/Airdate: CTV, ITV, 1986–1990

United States: Syndication, 1988

Premise: The Campbells, a Scottish family hoping to begin a new life for themselves, emigrate to Canada, where in Cambridge during the 1830s they establish a farm and battle the elements of nature and the unsavory 
characters who are also a part of the landscape. James Campbell, a disgraced doctor (due to negligence), is the head of the family. He is a widower and the father of Emma, Neil, and John. Other Regulars: Thomas Sims, their neighbor; Harriet, Thomas’s wife; Rebecca, Thomas’s daughter; Charlotte, the innkeeper; and Thomas, her son.

Cast: Malcolm Stoddard (James Campbell), Amber-Lea Weston (Emma Campbell), John Wildman (Neil Campbell), Eric Richards (John Campbell), Cedric Smith (Thomas Sims), Brigit Wilson (Harriet Sims), Wendy Lyon (Rebecca Sims), Barbara Kyle (Charlotte Logan), Thomas Anderson-Baker (Thomas Logan)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Cannonball (drama, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC Television (Canada), ABC Weekend Television (United Kingdom), 1958–1959

United States: Syndication, 1958

Premise: “Cannonball” Michael (“Mike”) Malone, a seasoned truck driver, and Jerry Austin, his younger partner (called the Romeo of the Road), are truckers for the C & A Transport Company, North Bay Station, in Toronto, Canada. They have “a cup of java before they shove off” at Gertrude’s Diner, drive various GMC 10-ton diesels, and are capable of fixing any rig the company owns. Their experiences as they haul cargo and become involved with the various people they meet along the way are depicted. Other Regulars: Mary, Mike’s wife; Butch, their son; and Ginny, their daughter.

Cast: Paul Birch (Mike Malone), William Campbell (Jerry Austin), Beth Lockerbie (Mary Malone), Beth Morris (Ginny Malone), Steve Barringer (Butch Malone)

U.S. Adaptation: While there are no direct adaptations, there are U.S. trucker-related series:


	Movin’ On (NBC, 1974). Sonny Pruitt, a veteran trucker, and Will Chandler, a rebellious youth, experience life on the road as gypsy truckers who haul cargo along the highways of Oregon, Utah, and Nevada.Cast: Claude Akins (Sonny Pruitt), Frank Converse (Will Chandler)


	B. J. and the Bear (NBC, 1979). B. J. McKay, an independent trucker (who rides with his simian companion Bear), hauls cargo (anything legal) for $1.50 a mile. B. J. (Billie Joe) later establishes Bear Enterprises in California.Cast: Greg Evigan (B. J. McKay)


	The Highwayman (NBC, 1988). A man, known only as Highwayman and a member of the Stealth Project, uses a high-tech 12-ton Mack truck to battle crime in areas where laws often terminate along county lines and long stretches of road.Cast: Sam J. Jones (Highwayman)


	18 Wheels of Justice (TNN, 2000). Chance Bowman and Katherine Spencer, agents with the Kenworth Project, use a high-tech Ken-worth T-2000 truck to perform missions for the Justice Department that involve transporting key witnesses in criminal prosecution cases.Cast: Lucky Vanous (Chance Bowman), Lisa Thornhill (Katherine Spencer)




Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (marionette adventure, 32 episodes) Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1967–1968

United States: Syndication, 1967

Premise: Spectrum, a twenty-first-century international organization that protects the security of the world, is headquartered on Cloudbase; all its agents are men (named after the colors of the spectrum), while women assist as glamorous, skillful, and daring pilots called Angels. When a source of signals emanating from space is determined to be coming from Mars, Spectrum agents Black and Scarlet are assigned to investigate. When Captain Black mistakes a probe (by the planet inhabitants, the Mysterons) to be a threat, he destroys their city, and in retaliation, the Mysterons kill both agents. The Mysterons have the ability to re-create any person or object once it has been destroyed and restore the lives of Captains Black and Scarlet. Only Black succumbs to their will (becoming their agent on Earth), while Scarlet retains his human characteristics, becoming their indestructible enemy. Spectrum’s battle against the never-seen Mysterons is depicted.

Colonel White is Spectrum’s commander in chief. Other Spectrum agents are Lieutenant Green and Captains Grey, Ochre, and Magenta. Destiny Angel heads the Angels team of pilots, all skilled aviators: Symphony Angel, Melody Angel, Rhapsody Angel, and Harmony Angel. Dr. Fawn is Spectrum’s medical commander.

Voice Cast: Francis Matthews (Captain Scarlet), Donald Gray (Colonel White), Paul Maxwell (Captain Grey), Ed Bishop (Captain Blue), Jeremy Wilkins (Captain Ochre), Gary Files (Captain Magenta), Cy Grant (Lieutenant Green), Charles Tingwell (Dr. Fawn), Liz Morgan (Destiny Angel), Janna Hill (Symphony Angel), Sylvia Anderson (Melody Angel), Liz Morgan (Rhapsody Angel), Lian-Shin (Harmony Angel), Paul Maxwell (world president), Jeremy Wilkins (Captain Black)

U.S. Adaptation: None, although a revised British version, Gerry Anderson’s New Captain Scarlet (named after the producer-creator), appeared 
in 2005 on the ITV Network that used CGI animation instead of puppets. Wayne Forester provided the voice of Captain Scarlet.

Carry on Laughing (comedy, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1975

United States: Syndication, 1980

Premise: Satiric sketches that parody famous stories and movies.

Cast: Sidney James, Barbara Windsor, Joan Sims, Diane Langton, Kenneth Connor, Ronnie Brady, Peter Butterworth, David Lodge, Andrew Ray, Carol Hawkins

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Casanova (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1971

United States: PBS, 1981

Premise: The life of Giovanni Casanova, the eighteenth-century Italian lover and poet, is told through a series of flashbacks as Casanova, imprisoned for his writings (which were condemned), reflects on his accused wickedness.

Cast: Frank Finlay (Giovanni Casanova), Zienia Merton (Christina), Norman Rossington (Lorenzo), Christine Noonan (Barbarina), Geoffrey Wincott (Senator Bragadin), Patrick Newell (Schalon), Julie Cornelius (Rose), Bridget Bates (Nanan), Carolyn Bowbesvlo (Anna), Ania Larson (Ann Coupier), Gillian Hills (Caroline)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Catwalk (drama, 49 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 1992–1994

United States: MTV, 1992

Premise: Six young adults (Sierra, Addie, Johnny, Daisy, Jesse, and Mary) who have formed a rock group (Catwalk) are followed as they struggle up the rocky road to stardom. It becomes soap opera–like at times when it delves into the private lives of each band member.

Cast: Lisa Butler (Sierra Williams), Christopher Lee Clementa (Addie Robinson), Keran Malicki-Sanchez (Johnny Camden), Paul Popowich (Jesse Carlson), Kelli Taylor (Mary Owens), Nicole de Boer (Maggie Holden), Neve Campbell (Daisy McKenzie)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but a similar British series (The Rock Follies) and its American adaptation (The Rock Rainbow) used a similar format; see The Rock Follies for information on both programs.


The Champions (adventure, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1968–1969

United States: NBC/syndicated, 1968

Premise: On an assignment to retrieve deadly bacteria experiments from Chinese scientists in Tibet, Sharron Macready, Craig Stirling, and Richard Barrett, agents for Nemesis (a Geneva, Switzerland–based organization), are nearly killed when their plane is hit by enemy gunfire and crashes in the Himalayan Mountains. They are saved by the people of an unknown race who endow them with special powers that heighten their physical senses. Vowing to keep the Lost City a secret, the agents return to Nemesis, where they use their abilities to battle evil.

Sharron is a former operative for the CID (Criminal Investigation Division) of London’s New Scotland Yard; Richard, the son of a former Nemesis agent, is well versed in the martial arts and is the unofficial head of the group; Craig, a former Secret Service operative, is impulsive and takes unnecessary chances to ensure the success of a mission. W. L. Tremayne is their superior.

Cast: Alexandra Bastedo (Sharron Macready), Stuart Damon (Craig Stirling), William Gaunt (Richard Barrett), Anthony Nicholls (W. L. Tremayne)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Charlie and Lola (cartoon, 75 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2005–2008

United States: Disney Channel, 2005

Premise: Charlie is a very responsible eight-year-old boy; Lola is his adorable but very mischievous five-year-old sister (whom Charlie feels obligated to take under his wing and guide through life by showing her right from wrong). Charlie is followed as he tries to be patient and help Lola out of the situations her activities cause. Based on the picture books by Lauren Child.

Voice Cast: Jethro Lundie-Brown (Charlie), Maisie Cowell (Lola)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Cheaters (mystery, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1960

United States: Syndication, 1960

Premise: John Hunter is an American investigator for the London, England, branch of the Eastern Insurance Company. He is assisted by 
Walter Allen, and their attempts to expose the “Cheaters,” people who attempt to defraud insurance companies with false claims, are depicted.

Cast: John Ireland (John Hunter), Robert Ayres (Walter Allen)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Check It Out (comedy, 66 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1985–1988

United States: Syndication, 1986

Premise: Cobb’s is a Canadian supermarket managed by Howard Bannister for its owner, Mrs. Cobb. While it appears to be a typical establishment, it is anything but, and Howard’s efforts to keep his misad-venture-prone staff on the straight and narrow are depicted: Marleen, Jennifer, and Leslie (checkers); Murray (the bag boy); Alf (the security guard); and Edna (Howard’s secretary-assistant).

Cast: Don Adams (Howard Bannister), Dinah Christie (Edna Mosley), Kathleen Laskey (Marleen), Tonya Williams (Jennifer Woods), Henry Beckman (Alf Scully), Jeff Pustil (Jack Christian), Simon Reynolds (Murray Amhearst), Aaron Schwartz (Leslie), Barbara Hamilton (Mrs. Cobb)

U.S. Adaptation: While not directly based on the above title, two similar series aired:


	Boogie’s Diner (syndication, 1994). Boogie’s Diner is a fashion store in a mall (locale not identified) with a diner on its second floor. Gerald Kripple manages it for the never-seen (only heard over a speakerphone) Monica Beaton. Gerald employs a group of teenagers to help him run the store: Zoya and Cheryl work in the clothing department; Kirby and Tim work in the diner; and Jason, Cynthia, and Tim are sales personnel. Gerald’s effort to run the diner despite the constant headaches he gets from his not-so-responsible, fun-loving staff is depicted. Cast: Jim J. Bullock (Gerald Kripple), Monika Schnarre (Zoya Thort-burn), Robin Stapler (Cynthia Sorenson), Jerry Marsden (Jason Rogers), Joy Tanner (Cheryl Ann), Richard Chevolleau (Tim Norris), Zack Ward (Kirby McManus)


	Superstore (NBC, 2015). Cloud 9 is a big-box store in St. Louis, Missouri. It has the designation of “Store 1217,” and the program is simply a look at the antics of its employees: Amy and Dina, the assistant store managers; Jonah, a sales associate; Garrett, the disabled employee (paralyzed from the waist down); Mateo, an illegal and gay alien; Cheyenne, a 17-year-old high school student; Glenn, the store manager; Sandra, the insecure girl who has trouble expressing 
herself; Tate, the rude and obnoxious pharmacist; Myrtle, the elderly, confused employee; and Brett, the employee seeking to break sales records. Cast: America Ferrera (Amy Dubanowski), Ben Feldman (Jonah Simms), Lauren Ash (Dina Fox), Colton Dunn (Garrett McNeill), Nico Santos (Mateo Fernando), Nichole Bloom (Cheyenne Taylor), Mark McKinney (Glenn Sturgis), Johnny Pemberton (Bo Derek Thompson), Kaliko Kauahi (Sandra), Josh Lawson (Tate Stasklewicz), Linda Porter (Myrtle)




The Citadel (drama, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1983

United States: PBS, 1984

Premise: Andrew Manson, married to Christine and the father of Freddy, is an idealistic doctor, and his struggles to maintain a practice in a small Welsh mining town during the 1930s are depicted.

Cast: Ben Cross (Dr. Andrew Manson), Clare Higgins (Christine Manson), Michael Cochrane (Freddy Manson), Gareth Thomas (Philip Denny), John Welsh (Sir Robert Abbey), David Gwillim (David Hope), Niall Buggy (Con Boland)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Class of the Titans (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Teletoon, 2005–2008

United States: Qubo, 2009

Premise: In a time when ancient gods ruled the world, Cronus, the evil father of Zeus (from Greek mythology), escapes from his underworld prison and creates an army of giants to conquer the world. Centuries later, the Olympian gods recruit seven teenage descendants of Greek mythological history to stop Cronus: Jay (descendant of Jason of Jason and the Argonauts), Atlanta (descendant of Artemis), Herry (descendant of Hercules), Archie (descendant of Achilles), Theresa (descendant of Theses), Odie (descendant of Odysseus), and Neil (descendant of Narcissus). The teens are based on New Mount Olympus (and attend Olympia High School) and, under the guidance of the gods, battle to protect the world from Cronus.

Voice Cast: Kirby Morrow (Jay), Meghan Black and Sarah Edmondson (Atlanta), Ty Olsson (Herry), Sam Vincent (Archie), Kelly Sheridan (Theresa), Doron Bell Jr. (Odie), Ted Cole (Neil), David Kane (Cronus)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Cobra (science fiction, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Sky One, 2020

United States: PBS, 2020

Premise: When solar flares cause massive power outages throughout Europe, Cobra, an organization comprising the United Kingdom’s leading politicians and experts, seeks a way to restore power and deal with the unrest and violent protests that are erupting throughout the country. Regulars: Robert Sutherland, the prime minister; Anna Marshall, the Downing Street chief of staff; Archie Glover-Morgan, the home secretary; Fraser Walker, the director of the Civil Contingencies Secretariat; Rachel Sutherland, Robert’s wife; Ellie Sutherland, Richard’s daughter; and Peter Mott, the Downing Street press secretary.

Cast: Robert Carlyle (Robert Sutherland), Victoria Hamilton (Anna Marshall), David Haig (Archie Glover-Morgan), Richard Dormer (Fraser Walker), Lucy Cohu (Rachel Sutherland), Marisa Abea (Ellie Sutherland), Edward Bennett (Peter Mott)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Cold Squad (crime drama, 98 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: 1998–2005

United States: Syndication, 2006

Premise: The Cold Squad is a division of the Vancouver (Canada) Police Department tasked with only one assignment: solve cold cases, crimes that have been abandoned due to inconclusive evidence or no leads. The series setting, the department’s basement (where the cold case files are stored), was abandoned after season 2 to focus on the cold case detectives as a more traditional unit of the department and involved in other aspects of criminal investigations.

Cast: Julie Stewart (Alison “Ali” McCormick), Michael Hogan (Tony Logozzo), Joy Tanner (Jill Stone), Hiro Kanagawa (James Kai), Jay Brazeau (Sam Fisher), Paul Coeur (Lloyd Mastrowski), Linda Ko (Christine Liu), Jerry Wasserman (Vince Schneider), Garry Chalk (Andrew Pawlachuk), Stephen McHattie (Frank Coscarella), Matthew Bennett (Len Harper)

U.S. Adaptation:

Amy Devlin Mysteries. A 2012 script proposal for the E! network that follows Amy Devlin, a homicide detective with the Cold Case Division of the Baltimore Police Department, as she investigates unsolved crimes through her unique point-of-view perspective.

Note: The Canadian program was based on two U.S. series: Cold Case Files (A&E, 1999), a reality program that re-created actual FBI cold 
case files, and Cold Case (CBS, 2003), wherein Lily Rush (Kathryn Morris), a detective with the Philadelphia Police Department, tries to bring closure to the victims of crimes by solving cold cases.

Colonel March of Scotland Yard (crime drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1955–1956

United States: Syndication, 1957

Premise: Perceval Clovis Adelbart March, a British police colonel, heads Department D-3 (the Office of Queen’s Complaints) of New Scotland Yard. He is an expert swordsman, uses deductive reasoning (never violence) to solve crimes, and served with the British Royal Army during World War II (where he sustained an injury and now wears a black patch over his left eye). Inspector Gordon of the French Sûreté often assists him.

Cast: Boris Karloff (Colonel Perceval March), Ewan Roberts (Inspector Ames), Eric Pohlmann (Inspector Gordon)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Come Fly with Me (comedy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2010–2011

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Flylo, a low-cost British airline, is owned by Omar Baba, who proudly boasts that his fleet of planes comes with—or will soon have—life jackets. It is also “cheap” (if you don’t count the taxes, fees, and airport charges of $380) and has a “successful” flying record (no more than one crash per week). Stories, which spoof the people who work in and pass through airports, feature a cast of two performers who appear as all the various characters: Taaj, the Flylo passenger relations representative who grudgingly strives to make passengers as happy as possible despite Flylo’s awful reputation; Melody and Keely, Flylo’s check-in girls; Tommy, operator of the terminal’s Happy Burger food stand (Precious Little operates the terminal’s Coffee Hut); Ian Foot, the terminal’s security officer; Moses Beacon, the executive passenger liaison officer for Great British Air, the airline that caters to the rich and famous; and Simon and Jackie, husband-and-wife pilots.

Cast: Matt Lucas, David Walliams. Narrator: Lindsay Duncan.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Coronation Street (serial, 3,952 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1960–present

United States: PBS, 1974; USA, 1982. Also aired on Amazon and Hulu streaming services.

Premise: Events in the daily lives of the people who live on Coronation Street, “a cobbled, terraced street” located in the fictional town of Weatherfield in Manchester, England.

Principal Cast (1,600 episodes or more): William Roache (Ken Barlow), Helen Worth (Gail Platt), Sally Dynevor (Sally Webster), Anne Kirk-bride (Deidre Barlow), Simon Gregson (Steve McDonald), Barbara Knox (Rita Sullivan), Sue Nicholls (Audrey Roberts), Michael Le Vell (Kevin Webster), Eileen Derbyshire (Emily Bishop), Beverly Callard (Liz McDonald), David Neilson (Roy Cropper), Jack P. Shepherd (David Platt), Sue Cleaver (Eileen Grimshaw), Jane Danson (Leanne Battersby), Jennie McAlpine (Fiz Stape), Alan Halsall (Tyrone Dobbs), Betty Driver (Betty Turpin), Samia Longchambon (Maria Connor), Anton Cotton (Sean Tully), Kym Marsh (Michelle Connor), Kate Ford (Tracy Barlow), William Tarmey (Jack Duckworth), Elizabeth Dawn (Vera Duckworth)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Coroner (drama, 24 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2019–2020

United States: CW, 2020

Premise: Three months following the death of her husband from an aneurysm (at which time she saw a black dog), Dr. Jenny Cooper resigns from her hospital position in the Emergency Department to become a pathologist for the Toronto Coroner’s Bureau with a specific purpose: investigate cases wherein deaths appear to be suspicious. Jenny is not typical: while she cares about victims of crime, she is also unconventional and says, “I like being a problem.” She is also a bit unnerved, as the black dog she saw has her believing it is an omen of dark things still to come. Jenny’s investigations into cases that go beyond working in a morgue are depicted in an adaptation of the Jenny Cooper novels by M. R. Hall. Gordon is Jenny’s father, who is suffering from dementia, and Ross is Jenny’s son, who is struggling to come to terms with being gay. See also Da Vinci’s Inquest.

Cast: Serinda Swan (Jenny Cooper), Roger Cross (Detective Donovan “Mac” McAvoy), Alli Chung (Detective Taylor Kim), Lovell Adams-Gray (Dr. Dwayne Allen), Tamara Podemski (Alison Trent), Eric Bruneau (Liam Bouchard), Nicholas Campbell (Gordon Cooper), Taylor Belle Puterman (Young Jenny), Ehren Kassam (Ross Kalighi)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but several series that incorporated a female pathologist were produced:


	One West Waikiki (CBS, 1994). Dr. Dawn “Holli” Holliday, a former deputy chief medical examiner for the Los Angeles Police Department, resigns from her post to become the medical examiner for the Hawaiian Police Department (located at One West Waikiki).Cast: Cheryl Ladd (Dr. Dawn Holliday), Richard Burgi (Lieutenant Mack Wolfe)


	Crossing Jordan (NBC, 2001). Jordan Cavanaugh, a rebellious but brilliant pathologist with the Boston Medical Examiner’s Office, teams with police to solve complex crimes.Cast: Jill Hennessey (Dr. Jordan Cavanaugh)


	Bones (Fox, 2005). Dr. Temperence Brennan, nicknamed “Bones,” a forensic anthropologist with the Jeffersonian Institute in Washington, D.C., works with special FBI agent Seeley Booth to solve homicides wherein only skeletal remains are found.Cast: Emily Deschanel (Dr. Temperence Brennan), David Boreanaz (Seeley Booth)


	Rizzoli & Isles (TNT, 2010). Dr. Maura Isles, a medical examiner for the Boston Police Department, believes there is a scientific explanation for everything that happens (“Death is not a mystical process; it’s organic. I find that comforting”). She works with Jane Rizzoli, a detective who says, “I’m just a girl from Boston who hunts monsters for a living.” Together they investigate gruesome crimes.Cast: Angie Harmon (Jane Rizzoli), Sasha Alexander (Maura Isles)




The Count of Monte Cristo (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1956

United States: Syndication, 1956

Premise: Falsely accused of bearing treasonable information against the French government, Edmond Dantes is sentenced to life imprisonment at the Chateau d’If. Here, through a fellow inmate (Abbe Faria), Edmond learns of a fabulous treasure hidden on the island of Monte Cristo. It is after Abbe’s passing that Edmond, disguised as a dead body, escapes and travels to Monte Cristo, where he uncovers the treasure and adapts the alias Count of Monte Cristo. Now free and with his newfound wealth, Edmond sets out to not only find the man who framed him but also help people who have been unjustly convicted of a crime or falsely imprisoned. Loosely based on the novel by Alexandre Dumas (which is set in eighteenth-century France during the reign of King Louis Philippe I d’Orléans [1830–1848]).

Cast: George Dolenz (Edmond Dantes), Faith Domergue (Princess Anne), Nick Cravat (Jocopo), Fortunio Bonanova (Mario), Leslie Bradley (Minister Bonjean)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Coupling (comedy, 28 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2000–2004

United States: Comedy Central, 2004

Premise: Steve Taylor, Susan Walker, Sally Harper, Jeff Murdock, Patrick Maitland, and Jane Christie are friends in their thirties who are “involved, formally involved or looking to become intimately involved” (often within their own little group). The problems the friends experience as they interact with each other, socially and intimately, are depicted.

Cast: Jack Davenport (Steve Taylor), Sarah Alexander (Susan Walker), Kate Isitt (Sally Harper), Richard Coyle (Jeff Murdock), Ben Miles (Patrick Maitland), Gina Bellman (Jane Christie), Richard Mylan (Oliver Morris)

U.S. Adaptation: Coupling (series, NBC, 2003). Encompasses the same format (although less sexual) but changes the main characters to Susan Freeman, Sally Harper, Jane Honda, Patrick Maitland, Steve Taylor, and Jeff Clany.

Cast: Rena Sofer (Susan Freeman), Sonya Walger (Sally Harper), Lindsay Price (Jane Honda), Colin Ferguson (Patrick Maitland), Jay Harrington (Steve Taylor), Christopher Moynihan (Jeff Clany)

Cracker (crime drama, 25 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1993–2006

United States: Starz, 2003

Premise: Dr. Edward Fitzgerald, called Fitz, is a criminal psychologist (called Cracker) with the Greater Manchester Police Department in London, England, who admits that he drinks and smokes too much, is addicted to gambling, and needs to lose some weight. He is also foulmouthed and sarcastic and, with all his combined “assets,” strays from the office to solve crimes that go beyond normal police procedures. Judith is his wife, and Katy and Mark are his children.

Cast: Robbie Coltrane (Dr. Edward “Fitz” Fitzgerald), Barbara Flynn (Judith Fitzgerald), Tess Thompson (Katy Fitzgerald), Kieran O’Brien (Mark Fitzgerald), Ricky Tomlinson (Detective Charlie Wise), Geraldine Somerville (Detective Jane Penhaligon), Lorcan Cranitch (Detective Jimmy Beck)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Cracker (NBC, 1997). Gerry “Fitz” Fitzgerald, a Los Angeles Police Department criminal psychologist, is married to Judith and the father of Hope and Mark. Fitz is a hard drinker and gambles and has placed his family deeply in debt. To help pay the bills, he establishes a small practice in a minimall, gives lectures on college campuses, and hosts a call-in radio program. Fitz is followed as he attempts to capture criminals despite the dysfunctional life he leads. Aired in Europe as Fitz.Cast: Robert Pastorelli (Gerry “Fitz” Fitzgerald), Carolyn McCormick (Judith Fitzgerald), Sally Livingstone (Hope Fitzgerald), Zachary Seymour Fischman (Mark Fitzgerald), Robert Wisdom (Detective Danny Washington), Angela Featherstone (Detective Hannah Tyler), Scott Sowers (Detective Parker), R. Lee Ermey (Lieutenant Fry)


	Cracker (2008). A script proposal for TNT that followed the same basic format but added Fitz’s battle with drug addiction; it was to be produced by Robert Duvall and Robert Carliner.



The Crow: Stairway to Heaven (drama, 22 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Syndication, 1998–1999

United States: Syfy, 1998

Premise: Sarah Mohr is a very special 13-year-old girl: she had befriended rock star Eric Draven and his girlfriend, Shelly Webster, before they were senselessly murdered. Shelly is in a state of purgatory, while Eric, unable to rest, is returned to Earth to seek redemption. Eric, however, cannot be reunited with Shelly until he completes a second mission: fight for good (right what has been wronged). Each person whom Eric helps brings him closer to his salvation and Shelly. Eric, assisted by Sarah (who has the ability to see him) and the Crow, his supernatural alter ego, begins his quest, which also includes finding his and Shelly’s killers.

Cast: Mark Dacascos (Eric Draven), Katie Stuart (Sarah Mohr), Sabine Karsenti (Shelly Webster), Marc Gomes (Daryl Albrecht)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Cuckoo (comedy, 33 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2012–2019

United States: Netflix, 2019

Premise: Ken and Lorna Thompson, a married couple living in Lichfield, a community in Staffordshire, England, share their home with their daughter, Rachel, and her husband, Dale Ashbrick, an eccentric American hippie who goes by the name “Cuckoo.” Cuckoo is a very loving person, doesn’t have a job, and uses drugs. Because Ken and Lorna love Rachel, they put up with Cuckoo, and their efforts to adjust to a man who lacks any sense of responsibility is depicted.


Cast: Greg Davies (Ken Thompson), Helen Baxendale (Lorna Thompson), Adam Samberg (Cuckoo), Esther Smith (Rachel Ashbrick)

U.S. Adaptation: Cuckoo (unaired pilot, NBC, 2015). Follows the same format with a father (Ken) and his wife (Lori) struggling to adjust to Cuckoo, the eccentric man who married their daughter, Rachel.

Cast: Michael Chiklis (Ken), Cheryl Hines (Lori), Flula Borg (Cuckoo), Rachel DiPillo (Rachel)




D

Da Vinci’s Inquest (crime drama, 91 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1998–2005

United States: Syndication, 2005; Retro TV, 2018

Premise: Dominic Da Vinci, a former officer with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, is a coroner for the Vancouver (Canada) Coroner’s Office. He works in conjunction with the Homicide Department of the Vancouver Police Department, and his efforts to solve crimes by going beyond the lab and using his former police experience are depicted (in final-season episodes, he becomes the city’s mayor). Other Regulars: Patricia Da Vinci, Dominic’s ex-wife, a pathologist; detectives Leo Shannon and Ian Tracey; Helen, Dominic’s secretary; Dr. Sunita “Sunny” Ramen; and James Flynn, the chief coroner.

Cast: Nicholas Campbell (Dominic Da Vinci), Gwynyth Walsh (Patricia Da Vinci), Donnelly Rhodes (Detective Leo Shannon), Ian Tracey (Detective Mick Leary), Suleka Mathew (Dr. Sunita “Sunny” Ramen), Venus Terzo (Detective Angela Kosmo), Robert Wisden (Dr. James Flynn)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but in 1976, NBC presented Quincy, M.E., wherein Jack Klugman played Dr. R. Quincy, a medical examiner for the Los Angeles County Medical Examiner’s Office. Information on female coroners can be found under the title Coroner.

Dad’s Army (comedy, 80 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 1968–1977

United States: PBS, 1976

Premise: During World War II, Britain established the Home Guard, a civilian patrol of men incapable of military service (over age) who kept the city safe from possible German invasions (by informing authorities). Their experiences as they patrol and protect their community of Walmington are depicted. Captain George Mainwaring is the self-appointed leader of the Local Defense Volunteers; he is assisted by Sergeant Arthur Wilson, Corporal Jack Jones, and Privates Joe Walker, Charles Godfrey, and Ian Lavender.

Cast: Arthur Lowe (George Mainwaring), John Le Mesurier (Arthur Wilson), Clive Dunn (Jack Jones), John Laurie (James Frazer), James Beck (Joe Walker), Arnold Ridley (Charles Godfrey), Frank Pike (Ian Lavender)

U.S. Adaptation: Rear Guard (pilot, ABC, August 10, 1976). The activities of the men of the American Civil Defense, a World War II homeland auxiliary force that keeps cities safe from possible German invasions.

Cast: Cliff Norton (Captain Nick Rosatti), Lou Jacobi (Sergeant Max Raskin), Eddie Foy Jr. (Bert Wagner), John McCook (Don Crawford), Dennis Kort (Bobby Henderson)

Danger Man (adventure, 86 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1960–1968

United States: CBS, 1961 (select half-hour episodes); CBS, 1965 (60-minute episodes retitled as Secret Agent).

Premise: John Drake, an agent for British intelligence (originally a special investigator for NATO [the North Atlantic Treaty Organization]), is a man with strong moral senses and convictions. He was born in England and is dedicated to defending Her Majesty against all her enemies. He does not encompass unnecessary force to achieve a goal and carries a gun but will use it only if necessary. Drake most often follows the rules of the book but occasionally deviates, doing things his way to bring down an enemy. His investigations into situations that endanger world security are depicted. See also The Prisoner. Johnny Rivers performs the U.S. version theme, “Secret Agent Man.”

Cast: Patrick McGoohan (John Drake)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Darcy’s Wild Life (comedy, 33 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Family Channel, 2004–2005

United States: Discovery Kids, 2004

Premise: Feeling that her 14-year-old daughter, Darcy, needs to experience the simple pleasures of life as she did as a child, Hollywood actress Victoria Fields (separated from her always on-the-road rock star husband) moves to a small farm in the rural town of Bailey. Although 
away from the glitz and glamour of the life she previously lived, Darcy quickly adjusts and acquires a job as a clerk at Creature Comforts, the local veterinary clinic; her interactions with the people and the animals she encounters are depicted. Other Regulars: Lindsay, Darcy’s friend and coworker (the daughter of Dr. Kevin Adams, the owner of Creature Comforts); Jack, Lindsay’s younger brother; Eli, Victoria’s clumsy handyman; and Kathy, Darcy’s friend.

Cast: Sara Paxton (Darcy Fields), Natalie Radford (Victoria Fields), Shannon Collis (Lindsay Adams), Kerry Michael Saxena (Eli), Andrew Chalmers (Jack Adams), Kevin Symons (Kevin Adams), Melanie Leishman (Kathy Giraldi)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Dark Matter (science fiction, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Space, 2015–2017

United States: Syfy, 2015

Premise: It is a future time when six people, strangers to each other, awaken to find themselves on a starship called the Raza. With no memory of who they are, they name themselves “One” through “Six” (based on the order in which they awoke). The program, based on the comic book of the same name by Joseph Mallozzi and Paul Mullie (who apparently based the idea on the 1921 Italian play Six Characters in Search of an Author), follows the six as they seek to discover who they are, where the Raza is headed, and how they came to be aboard the craft.

Cast: Marc Bendavid (One), Melissa O’Neil (Two), Anthony Lemke (Three), Alex Mallari Jr. (Four), Jodelle Ferland (Five), Roger Cross (Six), Zoie Palmer (the Android), Melanie Liburd (Nyx Harper), Shaun Sipos (Devon Taltherd)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Dark Oracle (fantasy, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 2004–2006

United States: This TV, 2011

Premise: Cally and Lance Stone, teenage twins attending the David Crombie Secondary School in Bayview, Canada, are in the Gammers Cave comic book store when Cally picks up a copy of Space Babes and it magically transforms into the comic book Dark Oracle. Although puzzled as to what just happened, Cally puts down the comic and leaves. At home, when Cally opens her school backpack, she finds the Dark Oracle comic book. The comic is about a teenage sister and brother (Violet and Blaze) who are actually the counterparts of Cally and Lance and have the ability to manipulate their futures (what affects Violet and Blaze in the comic happens to Cally and Lance in real life). Violet and Blaze (seen in animated form) are also evil and seeking the secret of the way into the real world. Cally and Lance are followed as they struggle to overcome the influences of Violet and Blaze and prevent their dark counterparts from entering the real world to spread their havoc and change the course of history. Other Regulars: Annie, Cally’s friend; Dizzy, Lance’s friend; Doyle, the owner of Gammers Cave (who also appears to possess magical powers); Sage, the Gammers Cave salesgirl; and Vern, the teen seeking to uncover the secrets possessed by Doyle.

Cast: Paula Brancati (Cally Stone), Alex House (Lance Stone), Jonathan Malen (Dizzy), Danielle Miller (Sage), Mark Ellis (Doyle), Barbara Mamabolo (Annie), David Rendall (Vern)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Day of the Triffids (science fiction, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981

United States: Syndication, 1982

Premise: One night during a spectacular meteor shower, the bright lights blind all those who have viewed it. It also energizes Triffids—deadly alien and mobile carnivorous plants being harvested in England for their oil—and allows them to escape their confinement. Helpless humans have now become their prey. Bill Masen, a Triffid farmworker who had suffered eye damage after being stung by a Triffid and hospitalized (his eyes were bandaged), and Josella “Jo” Mason, a young woman who had slept through the meteor shower, have retained their sight (they are brought together when Bill, exploring London, England, in the aftermath of the shower, rescues her from a blind captor). With the threat of Triffids all around them, Bill and Jo begin a quest to find others who can see and join with them to find a place of sanctuary to rebuild society. Other Regulars: Jack, leader of a group of blind survivors, and Miss Durrant, the woman who refuses to accept the fact that polygamy would be necessary to repopulate the world.

Cast: John Dittine (Bill Masen), Emma Relph (Josella Payton), Maurice Colbourne (Jack Coker), Perlita Neilson (Miss Durrant)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Death in Paradise (crime drama, 72 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2011–2020

United States: Ovation, 2019


Premise: Saint Marie is a fictional island in the Caribbean that appears serene but in actuality is a hotbed of crime, including murder. The investigations conducted by the four men who oversee the police department as detective inspectors are depicted: Dwayne Myers, Humphrey Goodman, Jack Mooney, and Neville Parker.

Cast: Danny John-Jules (Dwayne Myers), Kris Marshall (Humphrey Goodman), Ardal O’Hanlon (Jack Mooney), Ralf Little (Neville Parker), Elizabeth Bourgine (Catherine Bordey), Don Warrington (Commissioner Selwyn Patterson), Tobi Bakare (Officer J. P. Hooper), Josephine Jobert (Detective Florence Cassell), Sara Martins (Detective Camille Bordey)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Degrassi Junior High (drama, 42 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1987–1989

United States: PBS, 1987

Premise: Events in the day-to-day lives of a group of students attending Degrassi Junior High (1987–1989) and later Degrassi High (1989–1991). The schools are set in the mythical town of Degrassi, Canada; the local hamburger hangout is 13 Busy Street.

Stephanie Kaye, the 14-year-old school bombshell, is the eighth-grade class president and the most popular girl at school. Although she means no harm by the short skirts and tight blouses she wears, she acquired a reputation as the school sleaze; in later episodes, Alexa becomes a threat to her popularity. Caitlin Ryan, the seventh-grade class beauty, writes for the school newspaper (the Degrassi Digest). Melanie Brody, a 12-year-old seventh grader, is a boy-shy girl who has an opinion about everything. Kathleen Mead, a seventh grader, is desperately struggling to do her best and make her alcoholic mother, who takes little interest in what Kathleen does, proud of her. Joey Jeremiah, an eighth grader, is the school wise guy and formed a band (the Zit Remedy) with his friends Wheels and Snake. Arthur Kobalewscuy, a seventh grader, is Stephanie’s brother (their parents are divorced; Stephanie uses her mother’s maiden name). He lives with his father (Stephanie lives with her mother) and has a dog named Phil. His best friend is Yick Yu. Lucy Fernandez, an eighth grader, seems to take care of herself (her parents are seldom at home) and has an arrest record for shoplifting. Christine Nelson, called Spike (because of the spiked hair-style she wears), became pregnant at age 14 and gave birth to Emma (fellow student Shane is the father).

Teenage twins Erica and Heather Farrell are eighth graders and identical in almost every way. As the series progressed, they changed: 
Heather remained conservative, while Erica became promiscuous. Seventh grader Lorraine Delacorte, called L.D., is a staunch supporter of girls’ sports and lives with her widowed father, who owns a gas station. At age 16, sophomore Michelle Arsepi, working as a waitress at the Donut Express, moved into her own apartment when she upset her father by dating a black student (Bryant Thomas). Liz O’Rourke, “the girl with the weird hair” (crew cut in back, long on the sides, bangs in front), is an animal rights activist who possesses a tough exterior but is actually very sensitive.

Cast: Nicole Stoffman (Stephanie), Stacie Mistysyn (Caitlin), Sarah Ballin-gall (Melanie), Rebecca Haines (Kathleen), Pat Mastroianni (Joey), Duncan Waugh (Arthur), Anais Granofsky (Lucy), Amanda Stepto (Spike), Angela Deiseach (Erica), Maureen Deiseach (Heather), Amanda Cook (Lorraine), Cathy Keenan (Liz), Maureen McKay (Michelle), Irene Courakos (Alexa), Bill Parrott (Shane), Siluck Sayanasy (Yick Yu), Michael Carry (Simon), Dayo Ade (Bryant Thomas), Neil Hope (Wheels), Stefan Brogen (Snake)

U.S. Adaptations: None, but three additional Canadian sequels were produced: Degrassi: The Next Generation, Degrassi High, and Degrassi: The Next Class. The U.S. series, Saved by the Bell and Sweet Valley High, could be considered comical adaptations of the original series.

Demons (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2009

United States: BBC America, 2010

Premise: During the nineteenth century, one man, Abraham Van Helsing, devoted his life to destroying vampires. Over time, Abraham’s descendants continued his quest, including the father of a British teenager named Luke Rutherford. Fifteen years earlier, Luke’s father was killed by a vampire, and the battle was continued by Rupert Galvin, Luke’s godfather. Rupert, however, is aging and unable to continue the battle alone. After a long absence, Rupert reenters Luke’s life. Luke is told the truth about his heritage and his father’s death and that he must carry the torch and battle vampires and other evil creatures that walk among us. Luke is trained by Rupert with the help of Mina Harker, a blind vampire who works as a concert pianist and has knowledge of demons (called Half-Lives); she also possesses the blood of Count Dracula, the most powerful vampire. Ruby, Luke’s friend, becomes their assistant after she is kidnapped by a seven-foot monster and rescued by Luke. Now leading a double life as a student and a demon hunter, Luke is followed as he battles the evils that haunt the shadows of the night. Other Regulars: Jenny, Luke’s mother; Father Simeon, a centuries-old zombie priest who poses no threat and now assists Luke with his religious texts; Gladiolus Thrip, the evil vampire with a deep hatred for the Van Helsing line; Gilgamel, an ancient demon that preys on the souls of the innocent under the pretense of being an angel; Tobias Tibbs, half man/half rat who experiments on humans in an effort to become fully human; Redlip, a hideous creature who devours his victims (literally) and conceals his deformities with long coats and hats; Quincey, Mina’s son, a vicious vampire who uses his charm to seduce his victims; and Alice, a centuries-old vampire who seduces men in the form of a beautiful young woman.

Cast: Christian Cooke (Luke Rutherford), Philip Glenister (Rupert Galvin), Holliday Grainger (Ruby), Zoe Tapper (Mina Harker), Mackenzie Crook (Gladiolus Thrip), Richard Wilson (Father Simeon), Rick English (Gilgamel), Kevin McNally (Tobias Tibbs), Martin Hancock (Redlip), Ciaran McMenamin (Quincey), Laura Aikman (Alice)

U.S. Adaptation: Although a number of series used the vampire-hunting aspect, such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, none are based on the above British version.

Dempsey and Makepeace (crime drama, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1985–1986

United States: Syndication, 1985

Premise: Harriet Makepeace, called Harry, is a beautiful British under-cover sergeant with New Scotland Yard. James Dempsey is a tough New York police lieutenant who is teamed with Harry as part of a New York Police Department–New Scotland Yard exchange program. Harry is a conformist and follows the rules and regulations of New Scotland Yard. James is somewhat unorthodox and does what he feels is best. Their efforts to solve crimes, mostly by unconventional ways as each tries to adjust to the other’s methods of law enforcement, are depicted.

Cast: Glynis Barber (Harriet Makepeace), Michael Brandon (James Dempsey), Ray Smith (Chief Superintendent Gordon Spikings), Colin MacFalrnae (Detective Sergeant Watson)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but in 1980, ABC aired the series Nobody’s Perfect about Roger Hart, a brilliant Scotland Yard Inspector who is assigned to work with Jennifer Dempsey, a detective with San Francisco’s 22nd Police Precinct.

Cast: Ron Moody (Roger Hart), Cassie Yates (Jennifer Dempsey)

Department S (crime drama, 28 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1969–1970


United States: Syndication, 1971

Premise: Department S is a special branch of Interpol, the International Police Force, that attempts to solve complex crimes that are considered unsolvable by any police organization in the world. Sir Curtis Sereste is the director of Department S, which is housed in the Interpol Building at 1703 DeMarne Street in Paris, France. Jason King, Annabelle Hurst, and Stewart Sullivan are its top operatives.

Jason, the successful writer of Mark Cain mystery novels, attempts to solve each case as if it were a plot for one of his books. Annabelle, the team’s researcher, is an art expert and can decipher complex codes. Stewart, the American member of the British team, reports directly to Sir Curtis for their assignments and oversees each case. See also Jason King, the spin-off series.

Cast: Peter Wyngarde (Jason King), Rosemary Nicols (Annabelle Hurst), Joel Fabiani (Stewart Sullivan), Dennis Alaba Peters (Sir Curtis Sereste)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Des O’Connor Show (variety; episodes unknown)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1963–1973

United States: NBC (15 episodes), 1971 (as Kraft Music Hall Presents: The Des O’Connor Show)

Premise: “From London, Kraft Music Hall Presents the Des O’Connor Show starring Phil Harris, Cathy Shore… special guests stars Bob and Ray, and here is your host, Des O’Connor. All brought to you by Kraft. Kraft for good food and good food ideas” was a typical opening for the U.S. market for a weekly series of music, song, and comedy with British singer and comedian Des O’Connor.

Host: Des O’Connor. Regulars: Connie Stevens, Charlie Callas, Joe Baker, Jack Douglas, the Bonnie Birds Plus Two, The New Faces, the Paddy Stone Dancers, the Mike Sammes Singers.

U.S. Announcer: Ed Herlihy (replaced British announcer Paul Griffith)

Dial 999 (crime drama, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1958–1959

United States: Syndication, 1958

Premise: Inspector Michael Maguire, a Royal Canadian Mounted Policeman assigned to study British crime detection methods at New Scotland Yard in London, England, is followed as he incorporates his knowledge as a mounted policeman to solve crimes. The title refers to the British emergency telephone number.

Cast: Robert Beatty (Inspector Michael Maguire)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Diamonds (crime drama, 37 episodes)

Country: Canada, France

Network/Airdate: Global, 1987–1989

United States: CBS, 1987

Premise: After their TV detective series Diamonds is canceled, its stars, Mike and Christina, become “real” private detectives and open their own agency: Two of Diamonds—Confidential Investigations. Their efforts to help clients by calling on the scripted methods they once used on their TV series are depicted.

Cast: Nicholas Campbell (Mike Devitt), Peggy Smithhart (Christina Towne), Tony Rosato (Sergeant Lou Gianetti)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Dinosapien (adventure, 15 episodes)

Country: Canada, United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: CBBC, 2007

United States: Discovery Kids, 2007

Premise: Lauren Slayton is a pretty 15-year-old girl who works with her mother, Dr. Hillary Slayton (a paleontologist), at the Dinosaur Explorer Camp in the Canadian Badlands (where, millions of years ago, dinosaurs actually existed). A year earlier, Lauren’s father, Alan (a paleontologist), disappeared in the Badlands and is presumed to be dead. All but Lauren can accept that fact. One day while working at the camp, Lauren discovers a live, seemingly intelligent dinosaur she befriends and names Eno. As they become close, Lauren believes Eno may hold the key to the truth about her father. Until this can happen, though, she struggles to keep Eno a secret and protect him from the Diggers, a pair of bounty-hunting dinosaurs that are seeking to kill Eno. Dr. Clive Aikens, a mysterious paleontologist who needs a dinosaur for his own sinister purposes, is also seeking Eno. Other Regulars: Kit, Courtney, and Chris, counselors at the camp; Danielle and Nelson, the featured campers; and Ten Bears, Kit’s uncle, a tribe shaman who believes an earthquake will set the dinosaurs free from their underground world.

Eno evolved from a species of raptors called dromaeosaurs. He came into being when a slight earthquake opened a portal to the above world but closed quickly after.

Cast: Brittney Wilson (Lauren Slayton), Suzanna Hamilton (Hillary Slay-ton), Bronson Pelletier (Kit Whitefeather), James Coombes (Clive Aikens), MacKenzie Porter (Courtney), Alexandra Gingras (Danny Ort), Brendan Meyer (Nelson Ort), Jeffrey Watson (Chris Langhorn), Dean Manywounds (Ten Bears), Joe Norman (Alan Slayton).

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The District Nurse (drama, 36 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1984–1987

United States: This TV, 2014

Premise: Megan Roberts, a district nurse in Pencwn, a mining town in South Wales during the 1930s, is followed as she struggles to treat the sick and injured at a time when medical attention was scarce in remote areas of the United Kingdom.

Cast: Nerys Hughes (Megan Roberts), John Ogwen (David Price), Deborah Manship (Nesta Mogg), Freddie Jones (Dr. James Isaacs), Nicholas Jones (Dr. James Isaacs), Margaret John (Gwen Harris)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Doc Martin (drama, 70 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 2004–2019

United States: BBC America, 2013

Premise: Martin Ellingham, a surgeon at London’s Imperial College, finds his life changing when he develops hemophobia, a condition that makes one fear the sight of blood. Unable to continue in his current status, Martin resigns and accepts an offer to become the only doctor in Cornish, a small village in Portwenn where he spent his childhood holidays with his Aunt Joan and Uncle Phil, the owners of a farm. Martin, now working as a general practitioner and called Doc Martin, is followed as he interacts with the villagers and not realizing at times that his cold bedside manner and grouchy attitude make his job all the more difficult. Other Regulars: Elaine, his receptionist (later replaced by Pauline, then Morwenna); Louisa, the schoolteacher and Martin’s romantic interest; Sally, the pharmacist; Ruth, Joan’s sister; Bert, a businessman; and Al and Mark (replaced by Joe), local police officers.

Cast: Martin Clunes (Martin Ellingham), Caroline Catz (Louisa Glasson), Lucy Punch (Elaine Denham), Katherine Parkinson (Pauline Lamb), Jessica Ranson (Morwenna Newcross), Stephanie Cole (Joan Norton), Eileen Atkins (Ruth Ellingham), Selina Cadell (Sally Tishell), Ian McNeice (Bert Large), Joe Absolom (Al Large), John Marquez (Joe Penhale), Stewart Wright (Mark Mylow)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Doctor in the House (comedy, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1969–1970

United States: Syndication, 1971

Premise: Saint Swithin’s Teaching Hospital in London, England, is the setting for the mishaps that befall seven young medical students as they begin their internships and later as young doctors seeking to establish a practice. Based on the Doctor books by Richard Gordon.

Cast: Barry Evans (Michael Upton), Robin Nedwell (Duncan Waring), George Layton (Paul Collier), Martin Shaw (Huw Evans), Geoffrey Davies (Dick Stewart-Clark), Jonathan Lynn (Danny Wholey), Simon Cuff (Dave Briddock), Ernest Clark (Sir Geoffrey Lewis), Ralph Michael (the Dean), Yvette Stengaard (Helga), Joan Benham (Mrs. Loftus), Lynn Dalby (Valerie Loftus), Peter Barthurst (Mr. Upton)

U.S. Adaptation: None directly based on the Doctor books, but a number of pilots and series, like Scrubs, used similar story lines.

Dr. Simon Locke (drama, 104 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1971–1974

United States: Syndication, 1971

Premise: Simon Locke, a young doctor with progressive ideas, and Andrew Sellers, an aging physician who is set in his ways, are partners in a medical practice in Dixon Mills, Canada. Their struggles to help the people of a poor community are depicted. Louise is their nurse; Dan is the local police chief. See also Police Surgeon, the spin-off series.

Cast: Sam Groom (Simon Locke), Jack Albertson (Andrew Sellers), Nuala Fitzgerald (Louise Wynn), Len Birman (Dan Palmer)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Doctor Who (science Fiction, 861 episodes as of December 31, 2020) Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1963–1989, 1996, 2005–present

United States: Syndication, 1973 (1963–1989 episodes; also seen on Retro-TV); Fox, 1996 (1996 episodes); BBC America (2005–present)

Premise: Gallifrey, a planet in the constellation Casteborus, appears to be covered with vast wastelands as its citizens live in domed cities that are governed by the Cardinals. The High Council is concerned with the aspect of time travel, and each member of the council, called a Time Lord, has the ability to regenerate himself 12 times. The Time Lords of Gallifrey have set their goal to possess all knowledge and achieve eternal life. Their source of power is the Eye of Harmony, a large black stone whose awesome powers make time travel a reality through a machine called TARDIS (Time and Relative Dimension in Space). One Time Lord (who eventually becomes known as the Doctor) steals a TARDIS to pursue his desire for knowledge. Due to a defect in his TARDIS, he cannot be sure as to where he lands (a TARDIS also has the ability to 
camouflage itself to blend in with its surroundings; the Doctor’s blue TARDIS is stuck in the guise of a 1960s British police call telephone booth). The Doctor is usually accompanied by a traveling companion and dedicated to destroying evil wherever he finds it. His adventures as he explores the vast regions of outer space are related.

The Doctors: William Hartnell (Doctor 1, 1963–1966), Patrick Troughton (Doctor 2, 1966–1969), Jon Pertwee (Doctor 3, 1970–1974), Tom Baker (Doctor 4, 1974–1981), Peter Davison (Doctor 5, 1982–1984), Colin Baker (Doctor 6, 1984–1986), Sylvester McCoy (Doctor 7, 1987–1989), Paul McGann (Doctor 8, 1996), Christopher Eccleston (Doctor 9, 2005), David Tennant (Doctor 10, 2005–2010), Matt Smith (Doctor 11, 2010–2013), Peter Capaldi (Doctor 12, 2014–2017), Jodie Whittaker (Doctor 13; the first female Doctor, 2018–present)

The Traveling Companions: Carol Ann Ford (Susan Foreman, Doctor 1), Jacqueline Hill (Barbara Wright, Doctor 1), William Russell, (Ian Chesterton, Doctor 1), Maureen O’Brien (Vickie, Doctor 1), Peter Purves (Steven Taylor, Doctor 1), Adrienne Hill (Katrina, Doctor 1), Jean Marsh (Sara Kingdom, Doctor 1), Jackie Lane (Dodo Chaplet, Doctor 1), Anneke Wells (Polly, Doctors 1 and 2), Frazer Hines (Jamie McCrimmon, Doctor 2), Michael Craze (Ben Jackson, Doctor 2), Deborah Watling (Victoria Waterfield, Doctor 2), Wendy Padbury (Zoe Heriot, Doctor 2), Caroline John (Liz Shaw, Doctor 3), Katy Manning (Jo Grant, Doctor 3), Elisabeth Sladen (Sarah Jane Smith, Doctors 3 and 4), Louise Jameson (Leela, Doctor 4), Ian Marter (Harry Sullivan, Doctor 4), Mary Tamm, Lalla Ward (Romana, Doctor 4), Matthew Waterhouse (Adric, Doctors 4 and 5), Janet Fielding (Tegan Jovanka, Doctors 4 and 5), Sarah Sutton (Nyssa, Doctor 4), Nicola Bryant (Peri Brown, Doctors 5 and 6), Mark Strickson (Visior Turlough, Doctor 5), Bonnie Langsford (Melanie Bush, Doctors 6 and 7), Sophie Aldred (Ace, Doctor 7), Daphne Ashbrook (Grace Holloway, Doctor 8), Billie Piper (Rose Tyler, Doctor 9), Freema Agyeman (Martha Jones, Doctor 10), Catherine Tate (Donna Noble, Doctor 10), Karen Gillan (Amy Pond, Doctor 11), Alex Kingston (River Song, Doctors 11 and 12), Jenna Coleman (Clara Oswald, Doctors 11 and 12), Matt Lucas (Nardole, Doctor 12), Pearl Mackie (Billie Potts, Doctor 12), Bradley Walsh (Graham O’Brien, Doctor 13), Tosin Cole (Ryan Sinclair, Doctor 13), Mandip Gill (Yasmin Khan, Doctor 13)

U.S. Adaptations (Internet Television Series):


	What Doctor (2013). The Doctor, as he is called, is a traveler in time and space who accomplishes his task through a magical pocket watch that can transport him to past or future times. He is assisted by Leslie, and their work on behalf of U.N.I.Q.U.E. (United Nations Investigations of Queer, Unusual Events) is depicted.Cast: Jerry Kokich (the Doctor), Nicole Starrett (Leslie)


	
Untitled Web Series About a Space Traveler Who Can Also Travel Through Time (2014). B.O.O.T.H. (Bio Organic Omni-directional Time Helix) is a time ship (shaped like a red phone booth) that allows the Inspector, as he is called, and his companion, Piper, to travel through time to battle evil, especially Boyish the Extraordinary, a demented scientist out to control the universe.Cast: Travis Richey (the Inspector), Carrie Keranen (Piper), Eric Loyer (Boyish)




The Doodlebops (children, 65 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 2005–2007

United States: Disney Channel, 2005; This TV, 2014; Starz, 2018 Premise: Deedee Doodle, Rooney Doodle, and Moe Doodle are the Doodlebops, a band who entertain children with songs and skits from their colorful clubhouse. Deedee, the lead vocalist, plays keyboard; Rooney, guitar and piano; and Moe, drums. Other Regulars: Bus Driver Bob, the bus driver who takes the Doodlebops wherever they need to go, and Jazzmin, the group’s manager (she replaced the original manager, Mazz). Puppets: Audio Murphy, a dog and the video producer; Mudge, the purple cat; and Mr. Moose Head, the moose head on the wall of the clubhouse.

Cast: Lisa Lennox (Deedee Doodle), Chad McNamara (Rooney Doodle), Jonathan Wexler (Moe Doodle), John Catucci (Bus Driver Bob), Jackie Richardson (Jazzmin), Kim Roberts (Mazz). Voices: Jason Hopley (Audio Murphy), Rob Stefaniuk (Mudge/Mr. Moose Head)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Downton Abbey (drama, 52 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2010–2015

United States: PBS, 2011

Premise: Downton Abbey, a fictional estate in Yorkshire, England, is owned by the aristocratic Crawley family, and events in their lives (and their servants) from 1912 to 1925 are depicted. Regulars: Robert Crawley, the Earl of Grantham and the head of the family; Cora, his wife, the Countess of Grantham; Mary, Edith, and Sybil, their children; Violet, the Dowager Countess of Grantham and Robert’s mother; Rosamund, Robert’s sister; Tom Branson, the family’s chauffeur (marries Sybil and becomes an agent for the estate); Rose, a family cousin through Violet’s family; Richard, the local doctor; Mr. Carson, the family butler; Mrs. Hughes, the housekeeper; Mr. Barrow, the valet and footman; Miss O’Brien, Cora’s personal maid; Alfred, Miss O’Brien’s nephew; Mr.
Molesley, Matthew’s valet; Anna, Mary’s personal maid; William, the second footman; Baxter, Cora’s maid (replaces O’Brien); Mrs. Patmore, the cook; Daisy, the assistant cook; Gwen, the kitchen maid; Ethel and Ivy, maids; Andy, a footman (replaced James); and Tim, the estate groundskeeper.

Cast: Hugh Bonneville (Robert Crawley), Elizabeth McGovern (Cora Crawley), Michelle Dockery (Mary Crawley), Laura Carmichael (Edith Crawley), Jessica Brown Findlay (Sybil Crawley), Maggie Smith (Violet Crawley), Samantha Bond (Lady Rosamund Painswick), Dan Stevens (Matthew Crawley), Penelope Wilton (Isobel Crawley), Lily James (Lady Rose MacClare), David Robb (Dr. Richard Clarkson), Jim Carter (Mr. Carson), Phyllis Logan (Mrs. Hughes), Rob James-Collier (Mr. Barrow), Brendan Coyle (Mr. Bates), Matt Milne (Alfred Nugent), Joanne Froggatt (Anna), Kevin Doyle (Mr. Molesley), Thomas Howes (William Mason), Raquel Cassidy (Baxter), Lesley Nicol (Mrs. Patmore), Sophie McShera (Daisy), Rose Leslie (Gwen Dawson), Amy Nuttall (Ethel Parks), Cara Theobold (Ivy Stuart), Michael C. Fox (Andy Parker), Andrew Scarborough (Tim Drewe)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but Downton Abbey is much like the British series Upstairs, Downstairs (and its American adaptation, Beacon Hill); see Upstairs, Downstairs for both series.

The Duchess of Duke Street (drama, 31 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1976–1977

United States: PBS, 1980

Premise: A young woman’s rise in prominence from 1900 to 1925 as seen through the experiences of Louisa Leyton as she works her way up from servant (with Lord Henry) to cook to proprietor of the luxurious Bentinck Hotel on Duke Street in London, England. Other Regulars: Mrs. Cochrane, the head chef; Mrs. Catchpole, Lord Henry’s housekeeper; Ethel and Violet, maids; Augustus Trotter, Louisa’s husband (later episodes); Violet Leyton, Louisa’s mother; Ernest Leyton, Louisa’s father; Lottie, Louisa’s daughter; Merriman, the head waiter; and Starr, the Porter.

Cast: Gemma Jones (Louisa Leyton), Mary Healey (Mrs. Cochrane), Doreen Mantle (Mrs. Catchpole), Sammie Winmill (Ethel), Holly De Jong (Violet), Donald Burton (Augustus Trotter), June Brown (Violet Leyton), John Rapley (Ernest Leyton), Lalla Ward (Lottie Trotter), Bryan Coleman (Lord Henry Norton), John Cater (Starr), John Welsh (Merriman)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Due South (crime drama, 67 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1994–1999

United States: CBS, 1994

Premise: Benton Fraser is a constable with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. When his father, Bob Fraser, a Canadian policeman, is killed while investigating a case involving the deaths of a number of caribou, Benton receives permission to investigate. He discovers that six Americans from Chicago were hunting in the area at the same time his father was killed. When Benton travels to Chicago to check out the names on the list, the Chicago Police Department assigns a detective (Ray Vecchio) to assist him. Together, they find the killer, but the trail leads back to Canada and to a man named Garrad (Ken Pogue), the head of a dam project that rids itself of excess water by flooding the land below and thus drowning the animals. The situation, however, worsens: Benton turned in one of his own, and he is advised to return to the Chicago Police Department until things cool down. Benton is assigned to work with Ray (1994–1996), and stories follow the investigations of a polite, square, and by-the-books Mountie and his streetwise American partner as they go about dispensing justice. After a short hiatus, the series returned with Benton being teamed with Detective Stanley Kowalski (1997–1999; Ray was said to be an undercover cop and unable to assist Benton due to his infiltration of the mob). Assisting Benton in both versions is his wolf, Diefenbaker.

Cast: Paul Gross (Benton Fraser), David Marciano (Ray Vecchio), Callum Keith Rennie (Stanley Kowalski), Ramona Milan (Francesca Vecchio, Ray’s sister), Beau Starr (Captain Harding Welsh), Catherine Bruchier (Elaine Besbriss), Daniel Kash (Louis Gardino), Gordon Ansent (Robert Fraser, flashbacks)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.
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EastEnders (drama, 6,148 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1985–present

United States: PBS, 1987 (select stations)

Premise: A look at the everyday working lives of the people who live on Albert Square, a Victorian neighborhood located in the East End of London’s Walford borough.


Principal Cast (1,000 episodes or more): Adam Woodyatt (Ian), Pam St. Clement (Pat), June Brown (Dot), Letitia Dean (Sharon), Steve McFadden (Phil), Wendy Richard (Pauline), Perry Fenwick (Billy), Gillian Taylforth (Kathy), Barbara Windsor (Peggy), Natalie Cassidy (Sonia), Lacey Turner (Stacey), Jessica Wallace (Kat Moon), Linda Henry (Shirley Carter), Jake Wood (Max Branning), Sid Owen (Ricky), Diane Parish (Denise Fox), Laila Morse (Mo), Shona McGarty (Whitney), Patsy Palmer (Bianca), Laurie Brett (Jane), Scott Maslen (Jack Banning)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Edgemont (drama, 70 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2000–2004

United States: Syndication, 2010

Premise: The incidents that befall a group of teenagers, attending McKinley High School in Canada, as they deal with real-life issues, including relationships, friendships, racism, homosexuality, and teen pregnancy.

Cast: Sarah Lind (Jennifer “Jen” MacMahon), Kristin Kreuk (Laurel Yeung), Dominic Zamprogna (Mark Deosdade), Grace Park (Shannon Ng), Jessica Lucas (Bekka Lawrence), Daniella Evangelista (Tracey Antonelli), Richard Kahan (Gil Kurvers), Micah Gardener (Craig Wood-bridge), Vanessa Ling (Anika Nedeau), Meghan Black (Kat Deosdade), Chiara Zanni (Maggie Buckman), Elana Nep (Erin Woodbridge), Chas Harrison (Kevin Michelsen), Brittney Irvin (Page Leckie), Sarah Edmondson (Stevie)

U.S. Adaptation: While none are based on the above format, a similar but less dramatic series, Sweet Valley High, aired in syndication in 1994. Here, life at Sweet Valley High School in the small town of Sweet Valley is explored through identical teenage twin sisters Elizabeth and Jessica Wakefield. See also Degrassi Jr. High, a Canadian series similar to Edgemont.

Cast: Cynthia Daniel (Elizabeth Wakefield), Brittany Daniel (Jessica Wakefield)

The Edison Twins (comedy, 78 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1984–1986

United States: Disney Channel, 1986

Premise: Annie and Tom Edison are 16-year-old twins who fancy themselves as amateur detectives and use scientific principles to solve mysteries (with the often-unwanted help of their younger brother Paul). Each episode concludes with an animated segment that explains the scientific principles used by Annie and Tom to solve the mystery. Lance is their friend and occasional assistant.

Cast: Marnie McPhail (Annie Edison), Andrew Sabiston (Tom Edison), Sunny Besen-Thrasher (Paul Edison), Judith Norman (their mother), Robert Desrosiers (their father), Milan Cheylov (Lance Howard)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Edward and Mrs. Simpson (drama, 7 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1978

United States: PBS, 1979

Premise: Biographical drama that relates the incidents that led to the abdication of London’s King Edward VIII in 1936 when he met and later married Wallis Simpson, a twice-divorced American woman.

Cast: Edward Fox (King Edward VIII), Cynthia Harris (Wallis Simpson), Marius Goring (King George V), Peggy Ashcroft (Queen Mary), Andrew Ray (Duke of York), David Waller (Stanley Baldwin), Jessie Matthews (Bessie Merryman), Ed Devereaux (Lord Beaverbrook), Wensley Pithey (Winston Churchill), Elsie Randolph (Lady Sibyl Colefax), Patricia Hodge (Lady Diana Cooper)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

18 to Life (comedy, 25 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2010–2011

United States: CW, 2010

Premise: Jessica “Jessie” Hill and Tom Bellow are 18-year-old high school seniors living in Montreal, Canada. Jessie, an outspoken risk taker, has a gift of gab, and no matter how much trouble she gets into, she can always talk her way out of it. Tom is cautious and what one might call a guy’s guy. He likes to be liked and hates conflict (he does what it takes to please others). Life changes for them when they impulsively decide to marry after graduation and are forced to live in the attic of his parents’ home. The events that befall them are depicted: in-laws constantly intruding into their lives, their struggle to make their hasty marriage work, and their efforts to plan a future (Jessie has enrolled in college to study architecture; Tom is undecided and takes various jobs).

Tara, Jessie’s mother, works for a nonprofit government organization. She is quite radical (including being an atheist, a feminist, and a host of other “-ists”) and hopes to change the world for the better. Phil, Jessie’s father, is a computer genius who works as an internet technician. Judith, Tom’s mother, is content being a housewife, although she appears to miss her job as a mail-order business executive. Ben, Tom’s 
father, is a municipal judge for a small-claims court. Monica, Tom’s older sister, considers herself to be the practical one in the family and leads what she believes is a “Sex in the City” lifestyle. Wendy, Tom’s younger sister, is a pretty, precocious 13-year-old whose adult outlook on life sometimes interferes with her enjoyment of just being a kid. Ava is Jessie’s best friend, a girl who is quite cynical for one so young. Carter is Tom’s best friend, the guy who secretly had a crush on Jessie and must now accept the fact that she can no longer be his. The Refugee is a man of mystery. He has an unpronounceable name and is from a war-torn country and one of Tara’s pet projects to help.

Cast: Stacey Farber (Jessie Hill), Michael Seater (Tom Bellow), Angela Asher (Tara Hill), Alain Goulem (Phil Hill), Ellen David (Judith Bellow), Peter Keleghan (Ben Bellow), Kaniehtiia Horn (Monica Bellow), Arielle Shiri (Wendy Bellow), Erin Agostino (Ava Turner), Jesse Roth (Carter Boyd), Carl Alacchi (the Refugee)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The 8th Man (cartoon, 56 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji TV, 1963–1964

United States: Syndication, 1965

Premise: While pursuing Saucer Lip, the most wanted of criminals, Detective Peter Brady of Metropolitan Crime Prevention in Metro City is killed when he is hit by a car. A scientist (Professor Genius) has a premonition about Brady and drives to the alley where Brady was struck by the car. He takes the lifeless Brady to his laboratory, where, after seven prior failures, Genius transforms Brady’s life force into that of a robot named Tobor (“Robot” spelled backward). The robot, known as Tobor, the Eighth Man (as it was Genius’s eighth attempt), has the ability to shift into other people and assumes the identity of Peter Brady, a secret that becomes known to him and the police chief, Fumblethumbs. Now with power exceeding that of 10,000 men, Brady uses his great abilities to battle evil in Metro City. Jenny Heartsweet is Brady’s secretary at Crime Prevention headquarters.

English Voice Cast: Jerry Berke (Peter Brady/Tobor), Sandy Warshaw (Jenny Heartsweet), Bob Gaynor (Chief Fumblethumbs)

U.S. Adaptation: Only the dubbed version as described above.

Eleventh Hour (science fiction, 4 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2006

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: Ian Hood, a former physics professor, is recruited by the British government to investigate human disasters and tragedies caused by modern medical experimentation. Rachel Young assists Ian, and their efforts to stop those who exploit the new technologies despite what dangerous results occur are depicted.

Cast: Patrick Stewart (Professor Ian Hood), Ashley Jensen (Rachel Young)

U.S. Adaptation: Eleventh Hour (CBS, 2008). Dr. Jacob Hood, a brilliant biophysicist, is a special science adviser for the U.S. government. As medical technologies advance and abuse is detected, Jacob becomes the last line of defense (called in at the eleventh hour) to resolve situations before unspeakable horrors are set on mankind. Rachel Young is the FBI agent who assists him.

Cast: Rufus Sewell (Dr. Jacob Hood), Marley Shelton (Rachel Young)

Elizabeth R (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1971

United States: PBS, 1972

Premise: Biographical drama that begins in the year 1549 and charts the nine-year-long journey of Elizabeth Tudor as she becomes Queen of England.

Cast: Glenda Jackson (Queen Elizabeth), Ronald Hines (William Cecil), Robert Hardy (Robert Dudley), John Shrapnel (Earl of Sussex), Angela Thorne (Lettice Knollys), Robert Devereaux (Earl of Essex), Peter Jeffrey (King Philip of Spain), Vivian Pickles (Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots), Peter Howell (Lord Howard)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Elly and Jools (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1990

United States: Syndication, 1991

Premise: The Help is an old hotel in the small town of Waterloo Creek in Australia that is haunted by the ghost of Eleanor “Elly” Lockett, a young girl who died mysteriously during the nineteenth century and is seeking to find the reason why she was murdered. Julian Treveller, called Jools, and his parents, David and Anna, are the new owners of the hotel. Seeing that Jools is the same age as she was when she was alive, Elly reveals herself to him, hoping he can help her solve the mystery of her death. Their efforts, which are complicated by Liam, Bridget, and Feral, Jools’s neighbors who are seeking a supposed buried treasure, are depicted.


Cast: Rebecca Smart (Eleanor “Elly” Lockett), Clayton Williamson (Julian “Jools” Treveller), Peter Fisher (David Treveller), Anne Tenney (Anna Treveller), Damon Herriman (Liam O’Farrell), Vanessa Collier (Bridget O’Farrell), Dennis Miller (Feral O’Farrell), Dulcie Dickson (Abigail)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Emily of New Moon (drama, 46 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1998–2000

United States: This TV, 2010

Premise: Emily Byrd Starr is a young girl with a vivid imagination and a passion for writing. For Emily, the night sky becomes her world as she imagines (and writes) about wonders hidden among the stars and beyond. Life changes suddenly for Emily when her widowed father dies of consumption and she is sent to live with her aunts (Elizabeth and Laura) and cousin (Jimmy), the owners of New Moon, a farm on Prince Edward Island in Canada. Emily soon finds her romantic view of life shattered when her stern Aunt Elizabeth feels there is no room for imagination and she must learn to devote her energies to living on a farm. Emily’s struggles to be true to herself yet comply with the wishes of her new family are depicted. Other Regulars: Teddy, Ilse, and Perry, Emily’s friends; Dr. Burnley, Ilse’s father; and Francis Carpenter, the schoolteacher (and Emily’s mentor). Based on the “Emily” stories by Lucy Maud Montgomery.

Cast: Martha MacIsaac (Emily Starr), Susan Clark (Elizabeth Murray), Sheila McCarthy (Laura Murray), Stephen McHattie (Jimmy Murray), Linda Thorson (Cousin Isabel Murray), Jessica Pellerin (Ilse Burnley), Shawn Roberts (Teddy Kent), Richard Donat (Dr. Burnley), Chip Chuipka (Francis Carpenter), John Neville (Uncle Malcolm Murray)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Escape from Jupiter (science fiction, 13 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC, 1994–1995

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: In a futuristic time, humans have established a colony on Io, a moon of Jupiter, and survive through mining operations. While most of the inhabitants are adults, there are several teenagers who live among them: Michael (the son of a space tug operator [ferries passengers from the moon to the orbiting space station]), Kingston (son of the medical officer), Anna and Jarrod (children of the miner Carl), and Kumiko (the spoiled daughter of seismology parents). Life changes for the colony when drilling operations unleash a flow of lava that threatens to 
destroy Io. With no other choice, it has been decided to reactivate a derelict ship, KL-5, which had been designed only to transport earthlings to Earth’s moon. It soon becomes their means of escape, but they face a problem, as Jupiter’s massive gravitational pull could prevent them from achieving their goal: using the planet Saturn to slingshot around Jupiter and plot a course back to Earth. Despite the risks, including inner planets and the asteroid belt, the experiences of the crew, especially the teenagers, are depicted as they seek a way home.

Cast: Daniel Taylor (Michael), Anna Choy (Kumiko), Robyn MacKenzie (Anna), Abe Forsythe (Kingston), Justin Rosniak (Gerard), Steve Bisley (Duffy), Arthur Dignam (Professor Ingosol)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Expert (crime drama, 62 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1968–1976

United States: Syndication, 1970

Premise: Dr. John Harding is a forensic pathologist who works with the police in Warwickshire, England. Harding, later a professor, is followed as he seeks the unknown factors in a case that eventually lead to solving a crime. Dr. Jo Harding is John’s wife; Susan Bartlett is John’s assistant. Inspired by the work of John Glaister, a former professor of forensic medicine at Glasgow University. See also Coroner.

Cast: Marius Goring (Dr. John Harding), Ann Morrish (Dr. Jo Harding), Virginia Stride (Susan Bartlett), Victor Winding (Chief Inspector Fleming), Noel Johnson (Dr. Worsley)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.
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The Fades (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Three, 2011

United States: BBC America, 2012

Premise: Fades are the spirits of deceased humans who have not been accepted into heaven and must remain earthbound. Thus, they have become embittered and vengeful toward living humans. Over time, the Fades have discovered a way to become human again and become a part of (and a danger to) the real world. Attempting to stop them from their diabolical plan to destroy the human race are the Angelic, humans who have a special ability to detect Fades. Paul Roberts is one such Angelic, a teenager haunted by unnatural dreams and the ability to see Fades. His experiences as he sets out to destroy the Fades before they can complete their mission are chronicled. Other Regulars: Anna, Paul’s twin sister; Meg, Paul’s mother; Mac, Paul’s best friend; Neil and Helen, Angelic; Mark, a high school history teacher (his late wife, Sarah, is a Fade); Jay, Anna’s best friend; John, the primary Fade; and Natalie, one of John’s followers.

Cast: Iain De Caestecker (Paul Roberts), Lily Loveless (Anna Roberts), Claire Rushbrook (Meg Roberts), Daniel Kaluuya (Michael “Mac” Armstrong), Daneila Nardini (Helen), Natalie Dormer (Sarah Etches), Tom Ellis (Mark Etches), Johnny Harris (Neil Valentine), Sophie Wu (Jay), Ian Hanmore, Joe Dempsie (John), Jenn Murray (Natalie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin (comedy, 21 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1976–1979

United States: PBS, 1978

Premise: Reginald “Reggie” Perrin; his wife, Elizabeth; and their children, Linda (married to Tom) and Mark, reside at 12 Coleridge Close in Climthorpe (a suburb in London, England). Reggie is 46 years old and works as a salesman for Sunshine Deserts, a company he despises, as it has driven him to a point where he has bouts of bizarre behavior, including daydreaming himself into fantasy-like adventures (especially with his secretary, Joan). His efforts to cope with all that surrounds him are depicted. Other Regulars: C.J., his boss; Jimmy, his brother-in-law; and Tom, his son-in-law.

Cast: Leonard Rossiter (Reginald Perrin), Pauline Yates (Elizabeth Perrin), David Warwick (Mark Perrin), Sally-Jane Spencer (Linda Patterson), Tim Preece (Tom Patterson), Sue Nicholls (Joan Greengross), John Barron (C.J.), Geoffrey Palmer (Jimmy)

U.S. Adaptation:

Reggie (series, ABC, 1983). Reginald “Reggie” Potter is a 47-year-old executive at Fun Time Ice Cream Desserts in Little Neck, Long Island, New York. He is married to Elizabeth and is the father of Linda and Mark. Reggie is also facing a midlife crisis and has an unrelenting crush on his secretary, Joan, and his attempts to deal with the pressures that surround him through Walter Mitty–like fantasies are depicted. Tom is Linda’s husband, and C.J. is Reggie’s boss. Richard Mulligan performs the theme, “The Real Me.”

Cast: Richard Mulligan (Reggie Potter), Barbara Barrie (Elizabeth Potter), Dianne Kay (Linda Lockett), Timothy Busfield (Mark Potter), Timothy Stack (Tom Lockett), Jean Smart (Joan Reynolds), Chip Zein (C. J. Wilcox)

Fanny by Gaslight (drama, 4 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: An adaptation of the romance novel by Michael Sadlier about the seamier side of Victorian England—the blackmail, romance, and scandal—as seen through the eyes of Frances “Fanny” Hopwood, a teenage girl confined to her home helping her parents run the Warrior, a public house, but longing to be on her own and become rich and famous. Her adventures, when she finally does leave home, are depicted. Cast: Chloe Salaman (Fanny Hopwood), Stephen Yardley (Duke Hop-wood), Julia Chambers (Lucy Beckett), Michael Culver (Lord Mander-stoke), David Robb (Captain Charles Tennant), Anthony Bate (Clive Seymour), Peter Woodward (Harry Somerford), Julia Goodwin (Lady Alicia Seymour)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Father, Dear Father (comedy, 45 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV/Thames Television, 1968–1973

United States: PBS, 1977

Premise: Events in the life of Patrick Glover, a divorced British thriller writer as he attempts to understand and cope with his ex-wife, Barbara; his beautiful teenage daughters Anna and Karen; and his well-meaning housekeeper, Matilda Harris. Other Regulars: Bill Mossman, Barbara’s current husband; Georgie Thompson, Patrick’s agent; Mrs. Glover, Patrick’s mother; Philip Glover, Patrick’s brother; Ian Smythe, Patrick’s publisher; Norah, Ian’s wife; and Timothy Tanner, Anna’s boyfriend, then husband. Patrick, who lives in Hampstead, England, also has a pet dog named H. G. Wells.

Cast: Patrick Cargill (Patrick Glover), Natasha Pyne (Anna Glover), Ann Holloway (Karen Glover), Noel Dyson (Matilda “Nanny” Harris), Ursula Howells (Barbara Mossman), Tony Britton, Patrick Holt (Bill Moss-man), Sally Bazley and Dawn Addams (Georgie Thompson), Joyce Carey (Mrs. Glover), Donald Sinden (Philip Glover), Michael Segal (Ian Smyth), Diana King (Norah Smythe), Jeremy Child (Timothy Tanner)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020. There were, however, two foreign adaptations: Father, Dear Father (Australia, 1978) and Oh, This Father (West Germany, 1978).

Father Brown (crime drama, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1974

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: An adaptation of the mystery novels by G. K. Chesterton about Father Brown, a Roman Catholic priest at St. Mary’s Church in the village of Cotswold (in Kembleford, England) who uses his expertise as an amateur criminologist to solve crimes. Hercule Flambeau is his nemesis, a clever art thief.

Cast: Kenneth More (Father Brown), Dennis Burgess (Hercule Flambeau)

U.S. Adaptation (of the novels): On April 23, 1979, NBC presented the pilot Father Brown, Detective with Barnard Hughes as Father John Brown, a Catholic priest at St. Eustacious, a church in Manhattan.

Note: A second British series, Father Brown, aired on the BBC (2013–2020) and in the United States on both PBS (2014) and Netflix (2017). Here the setting is the 1950s, and Father Brown, a priest at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Kembleford, England, uses his expertise as an amateur sleuth to solve crimes.

Cast: Mark Williams (Father Brown), Sorcha Cusack (Bridgette Mc-Carthy, the church secretary), Hugo Speer (Inspector Valentine), Tom Chambers (Inspector Sullivan), Jack Deam (Inspector Gerry Mallory), John Light (Hercule Flambeau, Father Brown’s nemesis)

Fawlty Towers (comedy, 12 episodes)

Country: England

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1975 (first series), 1979 (second series) United States: PBS, 1977

Premise: At 16 Elwood Avenue in Torquay, a seaside town in England, there stands a quaint hotel called Fawlty Towers. It is run by the incompetent Basil Fawlty and his controlling wife, Sybil. They are assisted by Polly Sherman, the sexy waitress; Manuel, the muddle-mouthed foreign bellboy (he understands little English and is forever getting on Basil’s nerves); and Terry, the inn cook. Basil’s hectic life is depicted as he attempts to run an establishment and cope with all annoyances that plague his life.

Cast: John Cleese (Basil Fawlty), Prunella Scales (Sybil Fawlty), Connie Booth (Polly Sherman), Andrew Sachs (Manuel), Brian Hall (Terry)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Snavely (pilot, ABC, June 24, 1978). Snavely Manor, a resort hotel “that offers guests a minimum of services and a plethora of confusion,” is run by the loudmouthed and totally incompetent Henry Snavely and his wife, Gladys, a woman whose demure manner and less-than-caring attitude drives Henry to the brink of hysteria. Assisting them are Connie, the pretty and competent waitress, and Petro, the bellboy, who has a difficult time speaking and understanding English. Cast: Harvey Korman (Henry Snavely), Betty White (Gladys Snavely), Deborah Zon (Connie), Frank LaLoggia (Petro)


	Amanda’s (series, ABC, 1983). Amanda’s By the Sea is a charming hotel overlooking the Pacific Ocean. It is run by Amanda Cartwright, an easily exasperated woman who often finds herself on the brink of hysteria attempting to deal with staff and hotel patrons. Other Regulars: Zachary, Amanda’s brother-in-law; Marty, Amanda’s son (married to Arlene); Aldo, the confused bellboy; Earl, the chef; and Avril Krinsky, owner of Amanda’s competition, Hotel Casa Krinsky. Cast: Beatrice Arthur (Amanda Cartwright), Kevin McCarthy (Zachary Cartwright), Fred McCarren (Marty Cartwright), Simone Griffeth (Arlene Cartwright), Rick Hurst (Earl Nash), Tony Rosato (Aldo), Michael Constantine (Avril Krinsky)


	Payne (series, CBS, 1999). Payne Inn is a hotel owned by Royal Payne and his wife, Constance. While Constance is down to earth, Royal is crude, obnoxious, self-serving, cheap, and conniving, and his efforts to deal with his staff and attend guests are depicted. Breeze O’Rourke is the housekeeper, and Mohammad, called Mo, is the befuddled, foreign bellboy.Cast: John Larroquette (Royal Payne), JoBeth Williams (Constance Payne), Julie Benz (Breeze O’Rourke), Rick Basalla (Mo)




Find Me in Paris (drama, 78 episodes)

Country: France, Germany

Network/Airdate: Hulu, 2018–2020

United States: Universal Kids, 2019

Premise: Shortly after receiving a piece of jewelry (a timepiece) from her boyfriend, Henri Duquet, Helena “Lena” Grisky, a Russian princess training to become a ballerina at the Opera de Paris Ballet School in France, is transported from her present day in 1905 to the year 2018 and to the same school but in a different era. Henri, it is learned, is from a family of time travelers and unaware of that fact when he gave Lena the timepiece; he vows to rescue Lena and protect her from the Time Collectors, thugs who are seeking the timepiece Lena possesses. Lena, mistaken for Elena Grande, a student who has not yet arrived at the school, uses that as her cover to keep her secret until help arrives from the past. Lena’s experiences in her new time are depicted as she becomes a part of the school and also left with doubts as time passes: remain in the future or return to her time. Other Regulars: Thea, the student who sees Lena as a threat to her goal to become the school’s best dancer; Jeff, Dash, and Ines, fellow students; and Max, her dance partner.

Cast: Jessica Lord (Lena Grisky), Christy O’Donnell (Henri Duquet), Hannah Dodd (Thea Raphael), Rory J. Saper (Max Alvarez), Eubha Akilade (Ines Leberton), Hiran Abeysekera (Dash Khan), Castle Rock (Jeff Chase), Chloe Fox (Bree Girling), Caitlin-Rose Lacey (Kennedy Mather)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Fireball XL-5 (marionette adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1962–1963

United States: NBC, 1963; Retro TV, 2019

Premise: In the year 2067, the World Space Patrol has been established, and a fleet of XL spacecraft patrol and protect Sector 25 of the solar system. Fireball XL-5 is one such ship, and the adventures of its crew are depicted: Steve Zodiak, the pilot; Venus, the medical officer; Matthew, the science officer; Robert the Robot, the copilot; and Zoonie, Venus’s pet Lazoon (a creature that can mimic things). Commander Zero, head of the Fireball missions, is based on Space City, the headquarters for the World Space Patrol; Lieutenant 90 assists him.

Voice Cast: Paul Maxwell (Steve Zodiak), Sylvia Anderson (Venus), David Graham (Professor Matic/Lieutenant 90/Zoonie), John Bluthal (Commander Zero), Gerry Anderson (Robert the Robot)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The First Churchills (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1969

United States: PBS, 1971

Premise: Biographical profile of John Churchill, the first Duke of Marlborough, and his wife, Duchess Sarah Churchill.

Cast: John Neville (John Churchill), Susan Hampshire (Sarah Churchill), John Standing (Sidney Godolphin), Robert Robinson (Louis VII), Margaret Tyzack (Princess Anne), Roger Mutton (George of Denmark), Alan Rowe (William, Prince of Orange), Lisa Daniely (Princess Mary), John Westbrook (James, Duke of York), James Kerry (James, Duke of Monmouth), Michael Culver (Charles Churchill), Sheila Gish (Mary, Duchess of York)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

First Wave (science fiction, 66 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Space Channel, 1998–2001

United States: Syfy, 1998

Premise: In the year 1564, Nostradamus predicted the destruction of Earth in three terrifying waves by aliens called the Gua. In 1998, Cade Foster, a former thief, stumbles on a secret cult of aliens that are conducting experiments among humans as the first step of an invasion of Earth. With the help of Crazy Eddie, a conspiracy therapist, Cade sets out to derail the aliens’ plans by using Nostradamus’s quatrains as a guide to destroy them. Believers Jordan Radcliffe and Joshua assist Cade and Crazy Eddie.

Cast: Sebastian Spence (Cade Foster), Rob LaBelle (Eddie “Crazy Eddie” Nambulous), Traci Lords (Jordan Radcliffe), Roger Cross (Joshua)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but the 1967 ABC series The Invaders dealt with a similar plot as David Vincent (Roy Thinnes) begins a lone battle to expose a group of aliens plotting to take over the world.

Flambards (drama, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1979

United States: PBS, 1980

Premise: Following the death of her parents, a teenage orphan (Christina Russell) is sent to live with her tyrannical uncle at Flambards, his dreary and decaying British estate. Her effort to adjust to a new life during the turbulent era of World War I is depicted in an adaptation of the books by K. M. Pyton.

Cast: Christine McKenna (Christina Russell), Edward Judd (Mr. Russell), Steven Grives (Mark Russell), Alan Parnaby (William Russell), Gillian Davey (Violet), Rosalie Williams (Mary), Sebastian Abineri (Dick), Carol Leader (Dorothy), Gwynne Gray (Jessica), Olive Pendleton (Grace). Narrator: Joan Friedman.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Flame Trees of Thika (drama, 7 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: With a plan to start a new life amid the conflict that is consuming Europe during World War I, the Grant family (parents Robin and Tilly and their daughter Elspeth) move to Kenya, East Africa, where their struggles to maintain a coffee plantation are depicted. Other Regulars: Sammy, Robin’s assistant; Ian and his wife, Lattice, their neighbors; Roos, the hunter; and Mrs. Nimmo, Tilly’s friend.

Cast: Hayley Mills (Tilly Grant), David Robb (Robin Grant), Holly Aird (Elspeth Grant), Sharon Mughan (Lettice Hereward), Nicholas Jones (Ian Hereward), Steve Mwenesi (Sammy), Carol Macready (Mrs. Nimmo), Morgan Shepherd (Roos)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Flashpoint (crime drama, 75 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 2008–2011

United States: CBS, 2008; ION TV, 2012

Premise: The SRU (Strategic Response Unit), a division of the Toronto, Canada, Police Department, is tasked with defusing explosive standoff situations. Sergeant Gregory Parker is its chief operative; he is assisted by Dr. Amanda Luria, the unit’s psychiatrist, and officers Jules, Sam, Ed, Kevin, and Mike. Episodes begin with a standoff situation; flashbacks are used to detail the circumstances that led to it and how the team resolves it (hopefully through negotiations rather than deadly force).

Cast: Enrico Colantoni (Gregory Parker), Amy Jo Johnson (Julianna “Jules” Callaghan), Hugh Dillon (Ed Lane), Daniel Paetkau (Sam Braddock), Ruth Marshall (Dr. Amanda Luria), Michael Cram (Kevin Wordsworth), Sergio DiZio (Mike Scarlatti), Janaya Stephens (Sophie Lane, Ed’s wife)

U.S. Adaptation: While none are based on the above series, Fox aired Standoff in 2006. Here, Emily Lehman (Rose Marie DeWitt) and Matt Flannery (Ron Livingston) work as agents for the FBI’s Crisis Negotiation Unit (CNU) in Los Angeles and have the same goal: negotiate a peaceful surrender.

Flint the Time Detective (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Tokyo, 1998–1999

United States: Fox Kids, 1998

Premise: During an expedition, Dr. Bernard Goodman finds the fossilized remains of a young, prehistoric cave boy and his father. Through technology created by Dr. Goodman, the cave boy is brought to life as Flint Hammerhead to become a Time Detective and a member of the Time Police. Flint’s father, Rocky Hammerhead, was unable to be fully restored and remained a flat stone rectangle; he was fashioned by Dr. Goodman into a hammer for Flint to use as a weapon. Flint, joined by Sarah and Tony, the niece and nephew of Dr. Goodman, travel through time to battle Petra Fina and her master, the Dark Lord, who are seeking to control the Land of Time and its Time Shifters for their own evil purposes. Jillian Gray is the chief of the Time Police.

English Voice Cast: R. Martin Klein (Flint Hammerhead), Tifanie Chris-tun (Sarah Goodman), Brian Donovan (Tony Goodman), Richard Cansino (Bernard Goodman), Bob Papenbrook (Rocky Hammerhead), Mari Devon (Jillian Gray), Barbara Goodson (Petra Fina), Tom Wyner (Dark Lord)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.


Fly by Night (adventure, 13 episodes)

Country: Canada, France

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1991

United States: CBS, 1991

Premise: Sally “Slick” Monroe, a stewardess with Air Canada, has always dreamed about buying an airplane and starting her own business. However, with only $64 to her name, it seems impossible until an opportunity to buy a used plane (that transported zoo animals) comes her way, and she uses her abilities as a con artist to raise the money and start Slick Air, a one-plane airline based at the Ellis Airport in Canada. She hires a pilot, Mack Sheppard, a Vietnam War veteran with a checkered past, and their efforts to maintain Slick Air are depicted. Jean Philippe Pasteur (“no relation to Louis”) is Mack’s copilot (he worked previously in Brazil, “flying gold miners in and out”). The Bomber’s Bar is their hangout.

Cast: Shannon Tweed (Sally Monroe), David James Elliott (Mack Sheppard), Francois Guetary (Jean Philippe Pasteur)

U.S. Adaptation: None, although several similar series were produced:


	Major Dell Conway of the Flying Tigers (DuMont, 1951). Major Dell Conway, a former World War II pilot, and his partner, Caribou Jones, operate the Flying Tigers, a cargo airline based in Los Angeles. Cast: Eric Fleming, Ed Peck (Del Conway), Luis Van Rooten, Bern Hoffman (Caribou Jones)


	Terry and the Pirates (syndication, 1952). Terry Lee, a former U.S. Air Force colonel, and Charles C. Charles, better known as “Hot Shot Charlie,” are pilots for Air Cathay, a small Singapore-based cargo airline run by Chopstick Joe. Lai Choi San, alias “The Dragon Lady,” is “the femme fatale of the Far East,” and Burma, “the gal who’s always around,” is the female newspaper reporter.Cast: John Baer (Terry Lee), Walter Tracy (Hot Shot Charlie), Gloria Saunders (Dragon Lady), Sandra Spence (Burma), Jack Reitzen (Chopstick Joe)


	Tales of the Gold Monkey (series, ABC, 1982). Jake Cutter and his partner, Corky, are the owners of Cutter’s Goose, a seaplane they use to transport cargo in the South Pacific from their base on the island of Bora Gora in 1938.Cast: Stephen Collins (Jake Cutter), Jeff McKay (Corky)




The Flying Doctor (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom (filmed in Australia)

Network/Airdate: ABC, 1959

United States: Syndication, 1959


Premise: Greg Graham is an American doctor based in Australia. Mary is his nurse, and Dr. Harrison is his assistant. Because of the rough territory, Greg uses an airplane (piloted by Charley), and stories relate their efforts to help people far removed from society.

Cast: Richard Denning (Greg Graham), Jill Adams (Mary Meredith), Peter Madden (Dr. Jim Harrison), Alan White (Charley Wood)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above concept, but in 1957, Richard Denning was cast to star in Bush Pilot, a script proposal about a pilot who serves the remote regions of Australia. Also in 1957, John Russell was cast to play Sandy Savage in Sandy Savage—Bush Pilot, about a Canadian bush pilot for hire.

For the Love of Ada (comedy, 27 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1970–1971

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Ada Cresswell is an elderly widow who, while placing flowers on her husband’s grave, meets Walter Bingley, an elderly, widowed gravedigger. It is a love at first sight, and the relationship between two senior citizens is depicted (with a marriage occurring as the series ends). Ruth, Ada’s daughter, and Ruth’s husband, Leslie, live with Ada.

Cast: Irene Handl (Ada Cresswell), Wilfred Pickles (Walter Bingley), Barbara Mitchell (Ruth Pollitt), Jack Smethurst (Leslie Pollitt)

U.S. Adaptation:

A Touch of Grace (series, ABC, 1973). The romance between Grace Simpson, a 65-year-old widow, and Herbert Morrison, a 70-year-old widowed gravedigger. Grace lives with her married daughter, Myra Bradley, and Myra’s husband, Walter, manager of the Penny Mart Supermarket.

Cast: Shirley Booth (Grace Simpson), J. Pat O’Malley (Herbert Morrison), Marian Mercer (Myra Bradley), Warren Berlinger (Walter Bradley)

Forest Rangers (adventure, 104 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1963–1965

United States: Syndication, 1965

Premise: The Junior Ranger Club, the teenage and preteen division of the Indian River Forest Rangers in Indian River, Canada, assists tourists, helps in rescue operations, and, in general, patrols and protects the surrounding forests. The experiences shared by the members of the Junior Rangers (Denise, Chub, Mike, Steve, Kathy, and Ted) are depicted. Ranger Keeley and Sergeant Scott are the supervisors; Joe Two Rivers is the scout.

Cast: Graydon Gould (Ranger Keeley), Michael Zenon (Joe Two Rivers), Gordon Pinsent (Sergeant Scott), Rolland Bedard (Uncle Raoul), Ralph Endersby (Chub), Barbara Pierce (Denise), Susan Conway (Kathy), Don Mason (Steve), George Allen (Ted), Peter Hagon and Peter Tully (Mike)

U.S. Adaptation: While not based on the above format, an unaired pilot, Forest Ranger, was produced in 1956 that starred Dick Foran as Will Roberts, a forest ranger based in the San Bernardino Mountains.

The Forsythe Saga (drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1967

United States: PBS, 1969

Premise: The intrigues, loves, and financial dealings of the Forsythe family are chronicled over a half century beginning in Victorian England in an adaptation of the novels by John Galsworth.

Cast: Kenneth More (Jo Forsythe), Eric Porter (Soames Forsythe), Joseph O’Connor (Jolyon Forsythe), Nyree Dawn Porter (Irene), Terence Alexander (Monty), Jenny Laird (Mrs. Heron), Ursula Howells (Frances), June Barry (June), Lana Morris (Helen), Margaret Tyzack (Winifred), Dallia Penn (Annette), Jonathan Burn (Val), Susan Hampshire, Suzanne Neve (Holly), Martin Jarvis (Jon Forsythe)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Frankie Drake Mysteries (crime drama, 31 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2017–2020

United States: Ovation, 2019

Premise: Frankie Drake is Toronto, Canada’s, first female private investigator (coming to prominence in the early 1920s). She owns Drake Private Detectives and is assisted by Trudy Clarke, a young female sleuth. Their case investigations are depicted with the assistance of Mary Shaw, an officer with the Toronto Police Department, and Flo Chakowitz, a pathologist at the Toronto City Morgue. Other Regulars: Nora, Frankie’s mother, a con artist; Mildred, Trudy’s mother; and Wendy, owner of the speakeasy Quon’s Café.

Cast: Lauren Lee Smith (Frankie Drake), Chantel Riley (Trudy Clarke), Rebecca Liddiard (Mary Shaw), Sharron Matthews (Flo Chakowitz), Wendy Crewson (Nora Amory), Karen Robinson (Mildred Clarke), Grace Lynn Kung (Wendy Quon)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Franny’s Feet (cartoon, 82 episodes)

Country: Canada, United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Family Channel (Canada), Five (United Kingdom), 2003–2010

United States: PBS, 2005

Premise: Fantootsies is a shoe repair shop owned by the grandfather of a young girl named Franny. When a customer brings in a pair of shoes for repair, Franny tries them on and is magically transported to a place and time associated with those shoes (e.g., sandals take her to a beach and moccasins to an Indian village). Stories relate learning experiences to children via the adventures Franny encounters.

Voice Cast: Phoebe McAuley (Franny), George Buza (Grandfather), Tajja Isen (Franny, singing voice)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Free Agents (comedy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 2009

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Alex Taylor and Helen Ryan, coworkers at an England-based talent agency, are also lovers. Alex, going through a painful divorce, and Helen, still mourning the recent death of her fiancé, met at a bar and had a one-night stand. While Helen refuses to start a new romance, Alex believes Helen is the perfect girl for him. His pursuit of her despite her efforts to avoid his romantic gestures is depicted.

Cast: Stephen Mangan (Alex Taylor), Sharon Horgan (Helen Ryan), Anthony Head (Stephen Cauldwell, their boss)

U.S. Adaptation:

Free Agents (series, NBC, 2011). Alex and Helen are two lost souls who work together as agents for Hale Dalton and Associates, a Portland, Oregon–based public relations firm. Alex is recently divorced; Helen, 36 years old, is still brooding over the untimely death of her fiancé a year ago. What results after Alex and Helen have an intimate night of passion is depicted: are they in love or just physically drawn to each other?

Cast: Hank Azaria (Alex Taylor), Kathryn Hahn (Helen Ryan), Anthony Head (Stephen, their boss)

Freezing (comedy, 3 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007 United States: Sundance, 2010

Premise: In real life, American actress Elizabeth McGovern moved to England to live with her husband, Simon Curtis. A satirical spin on the lives of Elizabeth and Simon (called Matt for the series) is depicted. Life is progressing smoothly until Elizabeth finds her career at a standstill and Matt, a book editor, loses his job. Now, with both of their careers frozen, Elizabeth and Matt attempt to maintain a position of status while seeking to jump-start their careers. Other Regulars: Leon, Elizabeth’s agent, a man who pays little attention to her wants; Heidi, Matt’s ex-girlfriend, a novelist; and Stephen, Matt’s former boss.

Cast: Elizabeth McGovern (Elizabeth), Hugh Bonneville (Matt), Tom Hollander (Leon), Ben Miles (Stephen), Fenella Woolgar (Heidi)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Friday Night Dinner (comedy, 37 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 2011–2019

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Each Friday night, the Goodmans, a Jewish British family, gather for dinner: parents Jacqueline and Martin; their children, Adam and Jonathan; and Gran, Jacqueline’s mother. The conversation and the various mishaps that result are depicted. Jacqueline, called Jackie, is a mature woman with a teenage sense of humor; Martin, a bit socially inept, constantly walks around without a shirt; Adam, the older son, is struggling to become a musician; and Jonathan, called Jonny, is a real estate agent. Other Regulars: Jim Bell, their neighbor (always accompanied by his dog Wilson), who has a crush on Jackie despite the fact that she is married, and Tanya, Adam’s girlfriend.

Cast: Tamsin Greig (Jacqueline Goodman), Paul Ritter (Martin Goodman), Simon Bird (Adam Goodman), Tom Rosenthal (Jonathan Goodman), Mark Heap (Jim Bell), Frances Cuka (Gran), Tuppence Middleton (Tanya)

U.S. Adaptation:

Friday Night Dinner (unaired pilot, produced for NBC in 2012). A family’s Friday evening dinner get-together, depicted as normal conversation, soon becomes anything but when the issues of the week present numerous dilemmas for the family to resolve.

Cast: Tony Shalhoub (Gene), Allison Janney (Barbara), Aya Cash (Lizzy), Gil Ozeri (Gary)

Note: A similar series, Sunday Dinner, aired on CBS in 1991 and featured the Benedicts, a Great Neck, Long Island (New York), family as they gather for “great” family conversation and dinner.

Cast: Robert Loggia (Benjamin Benedict), Marian Mercer (Martha Benedict), Teri Hatcher (T. T. Fagori), Martha Gehman (Victoria 
Benedict), Shiri Appleby (Rachel Benedict), Kari Lizer (Diana Benedict), Patrick Breen (Kenneth Benedict)

From a Bird’s Eye View (comedy, 16 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1970–1971

United States: NBC, 1971

Premise: Millie Grover, British and a bit scatterbrained, and Margaret “Maggie” Ralston, a levelheaded American, are stewardesses with the European Division of International Airlines (based in London, England). Millie has a tendency to meddle in passengers’ lives, and Maggie’s efforts to resolve the situations that result are depicted. Other Regulars: Clyde Beachamp, the airline’s personnel director; Miss Fos-dyke, his secretary; and Bert Grover, Millie’s uncle.

Cast: Millicent Martin (Millie Grover), Pat Finley (Maggie Ralston), Peter Jones (Clyde Beachamp), Robert Cawdron (Bert Grover), Noel Hood (Miss Fosdyke)

U.S. Adaptation: None directly based on the above format, but two series presented similar formats:


	Flying High (CBS, 1978). Comedy drama about Pam, Lisa, and Marcy, stewardesses for the Los Angeles–based Sun West Airlines.Cast: Kathryn Witt (Pam Bellagio), Connie Sellecca (Lisa Benton), Patricia Klous (Marcy Ann Bower)


	Pan Am (ABC, 2011). Dramatic series that is set in 1963 and follows the lives of four stewardesses (Maggie, Colette, Kate, and Laura) assigned to the Pan American (Pan Am) flight Clipper Majestic, which travels from New York to Europe. Cast: Christina Ricci (Maggie Ryan), Karine Vanasse (Colette Valos), Kelli Garner (Kate Cameron), Margot Robbie (Laura Cameron)




FX: The Series (crime drama, 40 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1996–1998

United States: Syndication, 1997

Premise: Rollie Tyler, a movie special effects expert, uses the wizardry of his craft to help the police capture criminals. He and his assistant, Angie Ramirez, operate from an abandoned warehouse in Manhattan, and their operations (setting up elaborate traps to outwit criminals) are depicted. Other Regulars: Lucinda, Rollie’s friend, an actress who assists them when a third person is necessary; New York Police Department detectives Leo McCarthy and Mira Sanchez; and Police Captain Vanduren. Based on the feature film FX.


Cast: Cameron Daddo (Rollie Tyler), Christina Cox (Angie Ramirez), Kevin Dobson (Leo McCarthy), Jacqueline Torres (Mira Sanchez), Carrie Ann Ross (Lucinda Scott), Richard Waugh (Captain Vanduren)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




G

The Galloping Gourmet (cooking, 65 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1968–1971

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: A comical approach to preparing meals with Graham Kerr, an international culinary expert known as the Galloping Gourmet.

Host: Graham Kerr. Assistants: Patricia Burgess and Wilhelmina Meerakker.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Gavin and Stacey (comedy, 21 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007–2010

United States: BBC America, 2010

Premise: Stacey West, 27 years old, lives on Barry Island in South Wales (England) with her widowed mother, Gwen. Gavin Shipman, 28, lives in Essex with his parents, Mick and Pam. Gavin and Stacey are romantically involved, although it is a long-distance relationship. Their ups and downs are related as they try to make their relationship work. Other Regulars: Nessa, Stacey’s best friend; Smitty, Gavin’s friend; and Bryn, Stacey’s unemployed uncle.

Cast: Joanna Page (Stacey West), Matthew Horne (Gavin Shipman), Melanie Warters (Gwen West), Alison Steadman (Pam Shipman), Larry Lamb (Mick Shipman), Rob Brydon (Bryn West), Ruth Jones (Nessa Jenkins)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Gavin and Stacey. In 2008, NBC purchased the rights to the series and changed the format to focus on Gavin, formally from New Jersey, and Stacey, previously living in South Carolina, meeting and falling in love in Manhattan. After the project failed to sell, ABC became interested and in 2009 hired Stacy Traub and Hayes Jackson to write a script; it too failed to sell.

	Gavin and Stacey (series, Fox, 2013). Six episodes were produced but never aired. Here Gavin, who lives in New York City, and Stacey, who resides in Pennsylvania, meet over an internet site and agree to begin an in-person relationship. What occurs when Stacey moves to Manhattan and finds her life anything but normal when Gavin’s friends and family become their guides on how to become a couple is depicted. Other Regulars: Nessa, Stacey’s friend; Archie, Gavin’s friend; Pam, Gavin’s mother; Michael, Gavin’s father; Gwen, Stacey’s mother; and Brian, Stacey’s uncle.Cast: Jason Ritter (Gavin), Alexis Bledel (Stacey), Ashlie Atkinson (Nessa), Dustin Ybarra (Archie), Jane Kaczmarek (Pam), Kurt Fuller (Michael), Kerri Kennedy-Silver (Gwen), Michael Ian Black (Brian)




The Genie from Down Under (comedy, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia, United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ABC, BBC, 1996–1998

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: While exploring the attic of her home in England, 13-year-old Penelope Townes finds an opal pendant in an old trunk. As Penelope examines the opal, she rubs it, and it releases two Australian genies, Bruce and his son Baz, who have been trapped in it for 130 years. Penelope learns that she is their master and that they can grant her any wish. Life changes for Penelope when she inherits property in Australia (Townes Downs) and must move there, the home of Bruce and Baz, to assume control. Here it is revealed that the family of Otto von Meister, who runs tours of the Outback, were the original owners of the opal; it was stolen by Penelope’s great-grandfather and hidden in an old trunk. Penelope’s adventures are depicted as what she wishes for is not always granted in the ways she expects. Other Regulars: Conrad, Otto’s partner in his efforts to steal back the opal; Lady Diana Townes, Penelope’s mother (with whom Bruce has fallen in love); and Lord “Bubbles” Uppington-Smythe, Diana’s romantic interest.

Cast: Alexandra Milman (Penelope Townes), Ryhs Muldoon, Sandy Winton (Bruce), Glenn Meldrum (Baz), Anna Galvin (Diana Townes), Mark Mitchell (Otto von Meister), Fletcher Humphrys (Conrad), Monica Maughan (Miss Mosspo), Emily Milburn, Petra Yared (Marcia)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but several such projects were produced:


	Sabu and the Magic Ring (unaired pilot, 1957). Sabu, a stable boy to a caliph in India, becomes the master of a powerful genie (Ubal) when he finds a magic ring and seeks a way to use his wishes to help those in need.Cast: Sabu (Sabu), Daria Massey (Zumeela, his friend)


	I Dream of Jeannie (series, NBC, 1965). After his NASA rocket malfunctions and his space flight is terminated, astronaut Tony Nelson lands on an island in the South Pacific where he finds a strange-looking bottle. On rubbing it, a beautiful genie (whom he calls Jeannie) materializes to not only grant his every wish but also wreak havoc on his life when she becomes a part of his household.Cast: Barbara Eden (Jeannie), Larry Hagman (Tony Nelson)


	Magic Mongo (series, ABC, 1977). Life changes for three teenagers (Loraine, Christy, and Donald) when they find a strange-looking bottle at the beach, open it, and release Magic Mongo, a mischievous genie who can grant (somewhat successfully) their every wish.Cast: Lennie Weinrib (Magic Mongo), Helaine Lembeck (Laraine), Robin Dearden (Christy), Paul Hinckley (Donald)


	Just Our Luck (series, ABC, 1983). Keith Barrow, a weatherman for KPOX-TV, Channel 6, in Venice, California, purchases an odd, green-looking bottle at a souvenir shop only to discover that when he rubs it, he becomes the master of Shabu, the mischievous genie of the bottle.Cast: T. K. Carter (Shabu), Richard Gilliland (Keith Barrow)


	You Wish (series, ABC, 1997–1998). While searching for a rug for her bedroom, Gillian Apple purchases an old purple rug in a Los Angeles curios shop. At home, Gillian unrolls the rug and releases Genie, a genie that had been imprisoned in the rug 2,000 years ago for falling in love with his female master. Genie’s effort to live in the modern-day world and please his master by granting her wishes is depicted.Cast: John Ales (Genie), Harley Jane Kozak (Gillian Apple)




George and Mildred (comedy, 38 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1976–1979

United States: Syndication, 1984

Premise: A spin-off from Man About the House (see entry). Events in the lives of George and Mildred Roper, a bickering married couple after they sell their apartment house and begin new lives in a classy and exclusive British neighborhood (at 46 Peacock Crescent, Hampton Wick, Middlesex, England). Other Regulars: Jeffrey Fourmile, their snobbish neighbor (he feels the Ropers are beneath his social class); Anne, his wife; Tristam and “Baby” Tarquin, their children; Ethel, Mildred’s mother; Humphrey, Ethel’s husband; Hilda, Mildred’s sister; and Jerry, George’s con-artist friend.

Cast: Brian Murphy (George Roper), Yootha Joyce (Mildred Roper), Norman Eshley (Jeffrey Fourmile), Sheila Fearn (Anne Fourmile), Nicholas Bond-Owen (Tristam Fourmile), Simon Lloyd (“Baby” Tarquin Four-mile), Avril Elgar (Ethel), Reginald Marsh (Humphrey), Jean Marloe (Hilda), Gretchen Franklin (Mildred’s mother), Roy Kinnear (Jerry)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Ropers (series, ABC, 1979). Stanley and Helen Roper, the landlords of the Santa Monica apartment house in which Jack Tripper, Chrissy Snow, and Janet Wood (from Three’s Company) live, retire and move to the Royal Dale Condominium Town House in Chevia Hills, California, where, at 46 Peacock Drive, they become neighbors to the snooty Jeffrey P. Brookes III; his wife, Anne; and their son, David. Jeffrey believes the Ropers are beneath his social scale but must learn to live with them when Anne befriends Helen and Stanley becomes friends with David. Other Regulars: Debbie, a resident of Royal Dale; Jenny, the girl who resides with the Ropers; Ethel, Helen’s sister; Hubert, Ethel’s husband; Hilda, Helen’s younger sister; and Louise, Hubert’s secretary.

Cast: Norman Fell (Stanley Roper), Audra Lindley (Helen Roper), Jeffrey Tambor (Jeffrey P. Brookes III), Patricia McCormack (Anne Brookes), Evan Cohen (David Brookes), Lois Areno (Debbie Hopper), Louise Vallance (Jenny Ballinger), Dena Dietrich (Ethel Armbrewster), Rod Colbin (Hubert Armbrewster), Lucille Benson (Helen’s Mother), Dulcie Pullman (Hilda), Timothy Blake (Louise Cooper)

Gideon’s Way (crime drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1964–1966

United States: Syndication, 1966

Premise: An adaptation of the crime novels by J. J. Marric about George Gideon, a chief inspector with the C.I.D. (Criminal Investigation Division) of England’s New Scotland Yard. Gideon, as he is most always called, is set in his ways and rarely breaks the rules, and his investigations into cases that most often involve murder are depicted. Also known as Gideon, C.I.D.

Cast: John Gregson (George Gideon)

U.S. Adaptation: Before the British series, an attempt was made in 1958 to adapt the novels to TV as Gideon’s Knight (through syndication) with Patrick O’Neal as George Gideon. In 1952, Wendell Corey and Signe Hasso were cast to star in C.I.D., a script-only proposal about the C.I.D. of London’s New Scotland Yard.


The Girl from Tomorrow (science fiction, 12 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1991

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: Jenny Kelly, a teenage girl attending East Lake High School in Australia, lives with her divorced mother, Irene (the owner of Kelly’s Deli), and younger brother, Petey, in the year 1990. In the year 3000, Alana is a 14-year-old girl, studying to become a healer (with the use of a device called a Transducer) and living in an era where time travel (via the Time Capsule) has been accomplished. But in the year 2500, a Great Disaster occurred (explained in the sequel series; see next title) that destroyed the planet. In an attempt to change the past and save the planet, a scientist (Tulista) journeys back to 2500 but is captured by Silverthorn, a man bent on ruling the planet, and forced to take him to her time in the year 3000. Here, his attempt to seize control is thwarted by Alana, whose confrontation with him sends the Time Capsule back in time to 1990 where both are ejected into an Australian garbage dump. As Alana begins wandering in a world where everything is strange to her, she befriends Jenny and her family, who, after learning of her predicament, agree to help her. But Silverthorn has quickly adjusted to his time and with his flunky, Eddie, has secured the Time Capsule in his home. Various adventures are depicted as Alana and Jenny seek to outwit Silverthorn and secure the time capsule so that Alana can return to her time. The story continues in The Girl from Tomorrow Part II: World’s End.

Cast: Katharine Cullen (Alana), Melissa Marshall (Jenny Kelly), Helen O’Connor (Irene Kelly), James Findlay (Petey Kelly), John Howard (Silverthorn), Andrew Clarke (James Rooney, Jenny’s science teacher), Miles Buchanan (Eddie), Helen Jones (Tulista), Catherine McClements (Lorien, Alana’s guardian [Alana’s parents live on Titan, Saturn’s moon; Alana has been sent to Earth to learn how to use the powers of the Transducer])

U.S. Version: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Girl from Tomorrow Part II: Tomorrow’s End (science fiction, 12 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1992

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: A continuation from the final episode of The Girl from Tomorrow that begins with Jenny, badly injured after a confrontation with Silverthorn for the Time Capsule, being taken to the year 3000 by Alana to be healed. It is here that the future has been devastated by a Great Disaster that occurred in the year 2500. Realizing that the past needs 
to be changed to save the future, Alana, Jenny, and Tulista (a scientist) travel back to 2500 to stop Silverthorn, who has acquired nuclear weapons, from destroying the Northern and Southern hemispheres in a misguided calculation that would make him the supreme ruler (not knowing that it would devastate the planet). Other Regulars: Draco, the manager of GlobeCorp, the organization that runs the planet; Nik, the rebel who befriends Jenny and Alana; Maeve, Nik’s grandmother, the inventor of the Transducer; James Rooney, Jenny’s science teacher; and Lorien (Alana’s guardian).

Cast: Katharine Cullen (Alana), Melissa Marshall (Jenny Kelly), Helen O’Connor (Irene Kelly), James Findlay (Petey Kelly), John Howard (Silverthorn), Andrew Clarke (James Rooney), Miles Buchanan (Eddie), Catherine McClements (Lorien), Marshall Napier (Draco), Jeremy Scrivener (Nik), Nancye Hayes (Maeve), Helen Jones (Tulista)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Good Neighbours (comedy, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1975–1978

United States: Syndication, 1980 (as The Good Neighbors)

Premise: Tom Good, a designer for T.J. Plastics, and his wife, Barbara, decide to become self-sufficient and convert their property in Surbeton, England, into a small farm to live off the land. Their experiences are depicted in an area where they not only operate a farm but also live in a residential neighborhood. Other Regulars: Margot, their wealthy neighbor; Jeremy, her husband; and Mrs. Weaver, the Goods’ other neighbor.

Cast: Felicity Kendal (Barbara Good), Richard Briers (Tom Good), Penelope Keith (Margot Ledbetter), Paul Eddington (Jeremy Ledbetter), Charmain May (Mrs. Weaver)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Goodies (comedy, 76 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1970–1982

United States: Syndication, 1976

Premise: Satirical skits that revolve around the Goodies, three British men (Graeme, Tim, and Bill) who will do anything at any time as they attempt to succeed in the business world.

Cast: Graeme Garden (Graeme), Tim Brooke-Taylor (Tim), Bill Oddie (Bill). Regulars: Patricia Hayes, Michael Aspel, Milton Reid, Julie Desmond.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Great Expectations (drama, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1967

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: An adaptation of the novel by Charles Dickens about Philip Pirrip, always known as Pip, as he is transformed from timid country child to snobbish young gentleman and finally to a man matured by suffering. The novel, written by Dickens toward the end of his life, reflects his changing attitudes toward society and, through the central portrayal of Pip, the passions and anguish of his own character.

Cast: Gerry Sundquist (Philip “Pip” Pirrip), Graham McGrath (Pip, age nine), Paul Davies-Prowless (Pip, age 13), Stratford Johns (Magwitch), Joan Hickson (Miss Havisham), Patsy Kensit (Estella, as a girl), Sarah-Jane Varley (Estella, as a woman), Phillip Joseph (Joe Gargery), John Stratton (Uncle Pumblechook), Derek Francis (Mr. Jaggers), Tim Munro (Herbert Pocket), Melanie Hughes (Clara Barley)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Gunslinger Girl (cartoon, 28 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji Television, 2003–2004

United States: IFC, 2003

Premise: The Public Corporation for Social Welfare is a secret Italian government organization that cures terminally ill young girls through cybernetic implants that strip them of virtually all their human emotions. The girls are then trained as soldiers and incorporated as assassins to do the agency’s bidding. Angelica, Claes, Henrietta, Rico, and Triela are five girls, skilled in the martial arts, who become the agency’s top assassins. Adapted from the Gunslinger Girl comic strip, wherein the girls perform hazardous missions while at the same time trying to retain as much of their humanity as possible.

English Voice Cast: Laura Bailey (Henrietta), Monica Rial (Angelica), Alese Watson (Claes), Luci Christian (Rico), Caitlin Glass (Triela), John Burgmeier (Jose), Eric Vale (Jean), Brina Palencia (Elsa), Troy Baker (Alfonso), Cynthia Cranz (Ferro), Mark Stoddard (Lorenzo)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.




H

H2O: Just Add Water (drama, 78 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network Ten, 2006–2010

United States: Nickelodeon, 2008

Premise: Cleo, Emma, and Rikki, 16-year-old girls who live on the Australian Gold Coast, are cruising in a small red motorboat when it stalls and strands them in mid-ocean. With cell phone service unavailable and with only the mysterious Mako Island in sight, the girls paddle their way to the nearest shore. Here, while hoping to get to higher ground in order to receive a signal, they enter a cave but become trapped when slippery rocks prevent them from escaping. When the girls discover a pool of water they believe will lead them back to the ocean, they enter it. A mysterious glow from a full moon engulfs them as they swim an underwater channel that leads them to the ocean. Here they are spotted by the Australian Coast Guard (the Water Police) and rescued.

The following day, life changes for each of them. Emma transforms into a beautiful mermaid seconds after going swimming, Cleo has just stepped into a bathtub when she becomes a mermaid, and Rikki, walking across a lawn, is sprinkled with water that transforms her into a mermaid. While not shown, when the water evaporates from their mermaid scales, they return to normal. They also acquire the power over water but must avoid unnecessary contact with it to keep their secret safe (Emma feels that if their secret should become known, they will be like animals in a zoo and placed on exhibit).

Shortly after, while at a pool party given by the most popular girl at school (Miriam), Cleo is tossed into the pool by a schoolmate (Zane). When Lewis, her best friend from childhood, sees her transform, he becomes intrigued and agrees to keep her secret. He soon learns that Emma and Rikki are also mermaids and sets his goal to find out how it happened and reverse the process. Cleo, Emma, and Rikki are followed as they struggle to conceal their true identities and somehow live normal lives. Emma is driven, confident, and competitive and works at the Juice Net Café; Rikki is the risk taker; and Cleo is shy and a bit awkward. Other Regulars: Kim, Cleo’s sister; Elliot, Emma’s brother; Miss Chatham, a teacher; Angela, Cleo’s cousin; Lisa and Neil, Emma’s parents; and Bev and Don, Cleo’s parents. Ellie Henderson performs the theme, “No Ordinary Girl.” See also Mako: Island of Secrets.

Cast: Cariba Heine (Rikki Chadwick), Claire Holt (Emma Gilbert), Phoebe Tonkin (Cleo Sertori), Angus McLaren (Lewis McCartney), Annabelle Stephenson (Miriam), Burgess Abernathy (Zane Bennett), Cleo Maskey (Kim Sertori), Trent Sullivan (Elliot Gilbert), Jada Paskins (Angela), Caroline Kennison (Lisa Gilbert), Jared Robinsen (Neil Gilbert), Deborah Coulls (Bev Sertori), Alan David Lee (Don Sertori)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but several such projects were produced:


	
Ozmoe (series, ABC, 1951). Although only a marionette, TV’s first mermaid became Misty Waters, one of several characters that inhabit Studio Z in the subbasement of the ABC television center.Cast: Elinor Russell (voice of Misty Waters)


	Diver Dan (series, syndication, 1960). Miss Minerva, a live-action mermaid, helps Diver Dan (also live action) protect the fish of the Sargasso Sea from the evil Baron Barracuda and his accomplice Trigger Fish (both marionettes).Cast: Frank Freda (Diver Dan), Suzanne Turner (Miss Minerva), Allen Swift (fish voices)


	Mike and the Mermaid (pilot, ABC, January 5, 1968). While fishing, a young boy (Mike Malone) catches the unexpected: a beautiful mermaid whom he befriends and must now keep secret from his friends and family.Cast: Jeri Lynn Fraser (Mermaid), Kevin Brodie (Mike Malone)


	Danny and the Mermaid (pilot, CBS, May 17, 1978). Danny Stevens, a student oceanographer working with Professor Stoneman in an underwater habitat, receives help in completing experiments from Aqua, a beautiful mermaid he befriends when she makes her presence known to him.Cast: Harlee McBride (Aqua), Patrick Collins (Danny Stevens), Ray Walston (Professor Stoneman)


	The Mermaid Chronicles (pilot, Cinemax, October 4, 2001). A proposed series based on mermaids. The pilot episode, “She Creature,” tells of a beautiful mermaid seeking to escape from the two men who captured her.Cast: Rya Kihlstedt (Mermaid)


	Mermaids (pilot, Pax, November 15, 2003). Mermaid sisters June, Venus, and Diana attempt to adjust to new lives when they choose to live on land and among humans.Cast: Serah D’Laine (June), Nikita Ager (Venus), Erika Heynatz (Diana)


	Siren (series, Freeform, 2018). A beautiful mermaid (Ryn) seeks to protect her nest from the unscrupulous humans who are seeking to capture her.Cast: Alex Roe (Ryn)




Hamish Macbeth (crime drama, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1995–1997

United States: BBC America, 1998

Premise: Hamish Macbeth, a police constable stationed in the town of Lochdudh, England, likes to do things his way and not be tied down to the laws of the system. He works with Isobel Sutherland, his romantic interest, a journalist with the local newspaper (the Lochdudh Listener), and their investigations into crimes that plague the area are depicted. Other Regulars: John (nicknamed “TV John,” as he was the first person in town to own a TV set), his friend; Alexandra, a novelist; Agnes, the pub owner (with her husband, Barney); Esme, the schoolteacher; Dougal, the pipe-smoking doctor; and Rory, the grocery store owner. Wee Jock (a West Highland terrier, later replaced by one called Jock) is Hamish’s dog.

Cast: Robert Carlyle (Hamish Macbeth), Shirley Henderson (Isobel Sutherland), Ralph Riach (John James McIver), Valerie Gogan (Alexandra “Alex” Maclean), Barbara Rafferty (Agnes Meldrum), Stuart McGugan (Barney Meldrum), Anne Lacey (Esme Murray), Duncan Duff (Dougal Alexander Fleming Brown), Brian Pettifer (Rory Duncan Campbell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Hammer House of Horror (anthology, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1980

United States: Retro TV, 2019; Decades TV, 2020

Premise: Self-contained horror stories, each with a different guest cast. Produced by Hammer Films, Britain’s leading studio for such fare, becoming especially prolific in the 1950s and 1960s with their feature-length films (and their top stars, Peter Cushing, Christopher Lee, and Barbara Steele).

Performers Include: Linda Thorson, Peter Cushing, Diana Dors, Den-holm Elliott, Christopher Cazenove, Julia Foster, Leigh Lawson, Kathryn Leigh Scott, Anthony Valentine, Brian Cox, Suzanne Danielle, Rachel Davies, Simon MacCorkindale, Georgina Hale, Marius Goring

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Heartland (drama, 214 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2007–2019

United States: CW, 2016; UP-TV, 2017; BYU-TV, 2018

Premise: Following the death of her mother, Marion, in a car accident, 15-year-old Amy Fleming inherits her ranch, Heartland (in Hudson, Alberta, Canada), which Marion had dedicated to caring for abused and injured horses. Although estranged from her father (Tim) and her sister (Lou), they again become a part of her life to help Amy continue her mother’s legacy. Other Regulars: Ty, a ranch hand; Jack, the family patriarch (Amy and Lou’s grandfather and Marion’s father), a former rancher and rodeo star; Georgie, Lou’s adopted daughter; and Pete, Lou’s ex-husband.

Cast: Amber Marshall (Amy Fleming), Graham Wardle (Tyler “Ty” Borden), Michelle Morgan (Samantha Louise “Lou” Fleming-Morris), Shaun Johnston (Jack Bartlett), Alisha Newton (Georgina “Georgie” Fleming-Morris), Chris Potter (Tim Fleming), Gabriel Hogan (Pete Morris)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Hercule Poirot (crime drama, 70 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1989–2013

United States: PBS, 1990

Premise: Following his time as an officer with the Belgian Police Department, Hercule Poirot relocates to London, England, where he establishes himself as a private detective. Hercule, who possesses a sharp mind (but could be seen as a bit eccentric), is followed as he investigates major crimes, most of which involve murder. Captain Hastings is his British partner, while Chief Inspector Japp of Scotland Yard is his rival to solve the same crimes. Based on the stories by Agatha Christie.

Cast: David Suchet (Hercule Poirot), Hugh Fraser (Captain Hastings), Philip Jackson (Chief Inspector Japp), Pauline Moran (Miss Lemon)

U.S. Adaptations: In 1961, CBS presented Hercule Poirot, an unaired pilot film with Jose Ferrer as the master Belgium detective. Hercule Poirot, a 1962 CBS pilot (April 1), featured Martin Gabel as Hercule Poirot.

Here Come the Double Deckers (comedy, 17 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1971

United States: ABC, 1970 (acquired before the British premiere)

Premise: The Double Deckers are a group of mostly British children who have formed a club and established their headquarters in an old double-decker bus (located in a London junkyard). Scooper (the leader), Billie (tomboyish girl), Brains (science geek), Sticks (American), Tiger (youngest), Spring (African American), and Doughnut (overweight) are the club members, and their efforts to solve problems without help from adults are depicted (although, at times, they do consult their adult friend, Albert, for assistance).

Cast: Peter Firth (Scooper), Gillian Bailey (Billie), Michael Auderson (Brains), Bruce Clark (Sticks), Brinsley Forde (Spring), Debbie Russ (Tiger), Douglas Simmonds (Doughnut), Melvyn Hayes (Albert)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Hetty Feather (drama, 55 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: CBBC, 2015–2020

United States: BYU-TV, 2018

Premise: Henrietta “Hetty” Feather, abandoned by her mother as a baby and raised by Peg Smeed, entered the Founding Hospital in London, England, at the age of five to be raised and educated with other abandoned children. It is the year 1887, and Hetty, now an adolescent, is followed as she endures life in the hospital while seeking to achieve her ultimate goal: escape and find her mother (Ida Battlesea). Other Regulars: Gideon, Hetty’s foster brother; Harriet, Sheila, Blanche, Elizabeth, Ned, Walter, and Mathias, other foundlings; Matron Gertrude Bottomly, head of the female foundlings; and Donald Cranbourne, head of the male foundlings.

Cast: Isabel Clifton (Hetty Feather), Blaise Allen (Blanche), Polly Allen (Sheila), Isabelle Allen (Elizabeth), Dasharn Anderson (Gideon), Eva Pope (Gertrude Bottomly), Gus Barry (Mathias), Ava Merson-O’Brien (Harriet), Matthew Ashforde (Donald Cranbourne), Redmand Rance (Vince), David Knight (Ned), Josh Langley (Judd), Rosalyn Wright (Nurse Winterson), Susan McArdle (Nurse Macclesfield), Aaron Niles (Walter), Jocelyn Macnab (young Hetty, flashbacks), Tabitha Byron (Constance Calendar), Georgina Strawson (Rosamund Calendar), Hugo Cracknell (Edwin Calendar)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Hetty Wainthropp Investigates (crime drama, 27 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1989–1998

United States: PBS, 2018

Premise: Hetty Wainthropp, a working-class woman living in Darwen (North West England), has just celebrated her sixtieth birthday. Hetty has always been fascinated by crime and decides to put her knowledge of criminal activities to the test by becoming a private investigator. While Hetty does not tackle the major crimes, she does probe the cases that often baffle the police, and those investigations are depicted. Robert, her husband, and Geoffrey, a teenager who admires Hetty, assist her.

Cast: Patricia Routledge (Henrietta “Hetty” Wainthropp), Derek Benfield (Robert Wainthropp), Dominic Monaghan (Geoffrey Shawcross), Frank Mills (Frank Waintropp), Suzanne Maddock (Janet Frazer)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Hex (mystery, 19 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Sky One, 2004–2005

United States: BBC America, 2006

Premise: Medenham Hall, a remote British school on the grounds of the McBain Estate, once served as the site of witchcraft where the female members of the Medenham Witches were tried and executed. Two students at the school in present-day times, Cassie Hughes (season 1) and Ella Dee (season 2), are followed as each is revealed to be a witch (descended from the original Medenham Witches and each possessed with special powers) and they struggle to accept who they are and live normal lives. Adding to their difficulties is Azazeal, the evil leader of the Nephilim (fallen angels) and out to seduce Cassie (season 1) and Ella’s efforts (season 2) to destroy him (Ella is 445 years old and has been hunting Azazeal for centuries). Other Regulars: Thelma, the ghost of Cassie’s best friend; Leon, a student; Roxanne, the school’s queen bee; Jo, a teacher; Lilith, Cassie’s mother; and Malachi, Azazeal and Cassie’s child.

Cast: Christina Cole (Cassandra “Cassie” Hughes), Laura Pyper (Ella Dee), Jemima Rooper (Thelma Bates), Michael Fassbender (Azazeal), Jamie Davis (Leon Taylor), Amber Sainsbury (Roxanne Davenport), Anna Wilson-Jones (Jo Watkins), Geraldine James (Lilith Hughes), Joseph Beattie (Malachi)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Hilarious House of Frightenstein (children, 130 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CHCH-TV, 1971

United States: Syndication, 1975

Premise: Count Frightenstein, a demented scientist and owner of Fright-enstein Castle in Transylvania, is followed (through sketches, songs, blackouts, and music) as he and his servant, Igor, attempt to bring to life Bruce, an “out of order” Frankenstein-like monster.

Cast: Vincent Price (host), Billy Van (Count Frightenstein), Rais Fishka (Igor). Regulars: Professor Julius Sumner Miller, Joe Torby, and Guy Big.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Hippodrome (variety, 7 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1966

United States: CBS, 1966


Premise: “From London, Hippodrome… with this week’s host Bill Dana… guest stars, the Everly Brothers… starring Dusty Springfield, and the world’s top variety circus performers with Peter Knight and His Orchestra” is the opening to one episode of an American pickup for a summer run of select episodes from the British series The Hippodrome Show.

American Guest Hosts: Woody Allen, Bill Dana, Allan Sherman, Merv Griffin, Eddie Albert, Tony Randall

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (science fiction, 6 episodes) Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: Seconds before Earth is destroyed, Ford Prefect, an alien being from the galaxy Betelgeuse and a field researcher for The Hitchhiker’s Guide, rescues Arthur Dent, an Englishman, from the impending doom. As Earth is destroyed by a Vogon construction fleet (to make way for a new hyperspace bypass), Ford and Arthur are transported to one of the cabins of the Vogon ship. They are soon ejected and begin a series of intergalactic adventures as they become hitchhikers in space. Other Regulars: Trillian, the beautiful alien; Marvin, Trillian’s paranoid robot; Eddie, Trillian’s computer; Zaphod Beeblebrox, the alien with two heads and three arms; and Deep Thought, the greatest computer in the universe.

Cast: David Dixon (Ford Prefect), Simon Jones (Arthur Dent), Saundra Dickinson (Trillian), Peter Jones (voice of the Book), David Lerner (Marvin), David Tate (voice of Eddie), Stephen Moore (voice of Marvin), Mark Wing-Davey (Zaphod Beeblebrox), Martin Benson (Vogon Captain), Valentine Dyall (voice of Deep Thought)

U.S. Adaptation: In 1982, Don Taffner (producer) and Douglas Adams (writer) created an American version of the series (and book by Carlton Cuse) that resulted in only an unproduced script for ABC.

Hudson’s Bay (adventure, 38 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1959

United States: Syndication, 1960

Premise: The Hudson’s Bay Fur Company is a Canadian fur trading company that was established after the colonization of North America. It is the early 1800s (1817 mentioned in one episode), and Jonathan Banner and Pierre Falcon, two of the company’s top agents, are followed as they deal with the various issues that plague the company, including dishonest trappers and explorers seeking their fortunes in a new land.

Cast: Barry Nelson (Jonathan Banner), George Tobias (Pierre Falcon)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Hunter (adventure, 65 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1967–1968

United States: Syndication, 1968

Premise: COSMIC (Commonwealth Office of Security and Military Intelligence Co-ordination) is a branch of the Australian government that combats the evils of CUCW (Council for the Unification of the Communist World). John Hunter and his assistant, undercover agent Eve Halliday, attached to Division SCU-3 (which works behind a front organization called Independent Surveys), are followed as they work above the law to achieve results, as COSMIC offers them no protection (“and no exemption. If necessary, this country will deny their existence”). Other Regulars: Blake, the security chief and head of SCU-3; Mr. Smith, CUCW’s local representative; and Kragg, Smith’s chief operative.

Cast: Tony Ward (John Hunter), Fernande Glyn (Eve Halliday), Nigel Lovell (Blake), Ronald Morse (Mr. Smith), Gerard Kennedy (Kragg)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




I

I Am Alan Partridge (comedy, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1997–2002

United States: BBC America, 2001

Premise: Alan Partridge, host of the British TV talk show Knowing Me, Knowing You… With Alan Partridge, finds himself without a job when his program fails to meet the ratings standards that were set for it. Alan, divorced from Carol, is forced to live in the Linton Travel Tavern and work the overnight shift at Radio Norwich. Alan’s efforts to contend with a job he hates while seeking a way to return to television (in any capacity) are depicted. Other Regulars: Lynn, Alan’s personal assistant; Dave, a deejay and Alan’s rival (host of The Breakfast Show); Sonia, Alan’s romantic interest (season 2); Geordie, the Travel Tavern handyman; Susan, manager of the tavern; and Sophie, receptionist at the tavern.


Cast: Steve Coogan (Alan Partridge), Lynn Benfield (Felicity Montagu), Amelia Bullmore (Sonja), Simon Greenall (Geordie), Barbara Durkin (Susan), Sally Phillips (Sophie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

I, Claudius (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1976

United States: PBS, 1982

Premise: An early history of the Roman Empire (24 B.C.–A.D. 54) as narrated by Claudius, an elderly Roman emperor.

Principal Cast: Derek Jacobi (Claudius), Sian Phillips (Livia), George Baker (Tiberius), John Hurt (Caligula), Brian Blessed (Augustus), Patricia Quinn (Livilla), Ian Ogilvy (Nero Claudius Drusus), Fiona Walker (Agrippina), Beth Morris (Drusilla), Ashley Knight (young Claudius), Katharine Levy (young Livilla), Simon MacCorkindale (Lucius Caesar), James Faulkner (Herod), Michael Clements (young Herod)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ideal (comedy, 53 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Three, 2005–2011

United States: IFC, 2009

Premise: Moz, an obese, small-time drug dealer, lives in a filthy, rat-infested flat in Salford (Manchester, England). He is most often stoned, and his adventures selling marijuana and believing he is providing a vital service to the community are depicted. Other Regulars: Nikki (later Jenny), Moz’s girlfriend; PC, Moz’s friend and chief drug supplier (he is a police constable and acquires weed from seized drug raids); Troy, Moz’s brother; Cartoon Head (always wears a mask) and “Psycho” Phil Nevin, rival drug dealers who work for Stemroach; Judith, Moz’s across-the-hall neighbor, a necrophiliac (has sex with dead bodies); Brian, Moz’s homosexual friend; China and Derrick, customers of Moz; Dawn, Jenny’s mother; Keith, Moz’s estranged stepfather; Colin, the petty criminal; and Tania, Colin’s sister.

Cast: Johnny Vegas (Moz), Nichola Reynolds (Nikki), Sinead Matthews (Jenny), Tom Goodman-Hall (PC), Tony Burgess (Troy), James Foster (Cartoon Head), Ryan Pope (“Psycho” Phil Nevin), David Bradley (Stemroach), Joanna Neary (Judith), Graham Duff (Brian), Natalie Gumede (China), Julia Davis (Dawn), Mick Miller (Keith), Ben Crompton (Colin), Emma Fryer (Tania), Alfie Joey (Derrick)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The Inbetweeners (comedy, 18 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: E4, 2008–2010

United States: BBC America, 2010

Premise: Coming-of-age story about a group of teenage friends (Will, Simon, Jay, and Neil) attending a London, England, public school (the Rudge Park Comprehensive) and struggling to fit into a world they find awkward and confusing. Will is the new kid, a transfer from a private school; Simon is a romantic who has a terrible time impressing girls; Jay is a know-it-all whose boasts are tall tales; and Neil is the nerd, “a near moron” who believes that ignorance is bliss. Other Regulars: Carli, Simon’s romantic interest; Charlotte, the most popular girl at school; Mr. Gilbert, a teacher; Henry, Will’s nemesis; Polly, Will’s mother; Pamela, Simon’s mother; Alan, Simon’s father; and Terry, Jay’s father.

Cast: Simon Bird (Will McKenzie), Joe Thomas (Simon Cooper), Blake Harrison (Neil Sutherland), James Buckley (Jay Cartwright), Emily Head (Carli D’Amato), Emily Atack (Charlotte Hinchcliffe), Greg Davies (Mr. Gilbert), Henry Lloyd-Hughes (Mark Donovan), Belinda Stewart-Wilson (Polly McKenzie), Robin Weaver (Pamela Cooper), Martin Trenaman (Alan Cooper), David Schaal (Terry Cartwright)

U.S. Adaptations:


	In 2010, ABC attempted a series that resulted in a script-only presentation created and produced by Damon Beesley and Iain Morris (creators of the British version).

	The Inbetweeners (series, MTV, 2012). The same basic format is followed as four teenage boys (Will, Simon, Jay, and Neil) face the challenges of life at Grove High School.Cast: Joey Pollari (Will McKenzie), Bubba Lewis (Simon Cooper), Zack Pearlman (Jay Cartwright), Mark L. Young (Neil Sutherland)




The Indian Doctor (drama, 15 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2010–2013

United States: Retro TV, 2018

Premise: Trefelin is a Welsh town whose economy thrives on mining. It is 1963 when Trefelin’s only doctor passes away, and his replacement, Prem Sharma, while highly educated and more advanced than the prior doctor, is from India and not what the people expected. While he is accepted, it is his royal wife, Kamini, who looks down on the citizens as peasants and wants to relocate to the more dignified city of London, England. Prem believes he has an obligation to remain where he is, and his experiences as he deals with and treats the citizens of the town are depicted.


Cast: Sanjeev Bhaskar (Dr. Prem Sharma), Ayesha Dharker (Kamini Sharma), Jacob Oakley (Dan Griffiths), Ifan Huw Dafydd (Owen Griffiths), Mali Harries (Megan Evans), Erica Eirian (Sian Davies), Alun Brinley (Sergeant Emyln Dawkins), Naomi Everson (Gina Nicolli), Dafydd Hywel (Ceri Joseph)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Inspector Morse (crime drama, 33 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1987–2000

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: Endeavor Morse is a chief inspector with the Criminal Investigation Division of the Oxford (England) Police Department. He is a bit cranky, often loses his patience, and loves beer and classical music. He is assisted by Detective Sergeant Robbie Lewis, and their investigations into major crimes, like murder, are depicted. Based on the “Inspector Morse” novels by Colin Dexter.

Cast: John Thaw (Inspector Endeavor Morse), Kevin Whately (Sergeant Robbie Lewis), James Grout (Chief Superintendent Strange)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

International Detective (crime drama, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ABC, 1959–1961

United States: Syndication, 1960

Premise: Ken Franklin is a highly trained former police detective turned chief investigator for the William J. Burns Detective Agency. No case is considered too small or too insignificant for the agency to handle, and Ken’s worldwide investigations are depicted as he attempts to solve the problems of his clients.

Cast: Art Fleming (Ken Franklin)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Interpol Calling (crime drama, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1959–1960

United States: Syndication, 1960

Premise: Interpol, the International Police Force, is made up of 63 member nations and is the most complex and powerful law enforcement agency in the world. Cases undertaken by Interpol are seen through the experiences of Paul Duval, a chief inspector, and his associate, Inspector Jean Mornay.


Cast: Charles Korvin (Inspector Paul Duval), Edwin Richfield (Inspector Jean Mornay)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Invisible Man (drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITC, 1958–1960

United States: CBS, 1958

Premise: During an experiment he is conducting on the refraction of light, Peter Brady, a scientist for the Castle Hill Research Lab in England, is sprayed with a gas from a leaking reactor and rendered invisible. Peter, lacking the knowledge to become visible (facial bandages, sunglasses, and gloves allow him to be seen), becomes an agent for the British government, using his invisibility to solve crimes while at the same time seeking the elusive formula that will restore him to normal. Other Regulars: Diane, Peter’s sister; Sally, Diane’s daughter; and Sir Charles, Peter’s superior, the British Cabinet minister. Based on the novel by H. G. Wells and also known as H. G. Wells’ The Invisible Man.

The identity of the actor portraying Peter Brady had not been re vealed (his credit reads “The Invisible Man”). It has been rumored that several different actors played Brady and that actor Tim Turner was the principal voice of Brady (Paul Carpenter was another). In some episodes, he sounds American; in others, there is a slight British or Canadian accent.

Cast:? (the Invisible Man), Lisa Daniely (Diane Wilson), Deborah Watling (Sally Wilson), Ernest Clark and Ewen MacDuff (Sir Charles)

U.S. Adaptations:


	The Invisible Man (NBC, 1975). Believing it is possible to transfer objects from one place to another with laser beams, Daniel Wilson, a scientist for the Los Angeles–based KLAE Corporation, is rendered invisible when he is struck with laser beams from his invention, the Tele-Transporter. Now, lacking the ability to become visible, he uses his invisibility to perform missions for the KLAE Corporation. Other Regulars: Kate, Daniel’s wife, and Walter Carlson, his superior at KLAE.Cast: David McCallum (Daniel Weston), Melinda Fee (Kate Weston), Craig Stevens (Walter Carlson)


	The Invisible Man (Syfy, 2000). Darien Fawkes, a thief serving a life sentence, is freed to become part of an experiment on invisibility. An artificial gland called Quick Silver, created by his brother, Kevin, is implanted in Darien’s brain. When fear is induced, the Quick Silver seals the skin (like plastic wrap) and makes the subject invisible (the Quick Silver bends light instead of reflecting it). When the subject relaxes, the Quick Silver dissolves and the subject returns to normal. Darien’s adventures as he performs impossible missions in his invisible state are depicted. Other Regulars: Bobby Hobbes, Darien’s partner; the Keeper, a mysterious female who administers the Quick Silver counteragent; Alexandra “Alex” Monroe, a top agent; the Official, head of the agency; and Albert Eberts, the Official’s right-hand man.Cast: Vincent Ventresca (Darien Fawkes), Paul Ben-Victor (Bobby Hobbes), Shannon Kenny (the Keeper), Brandy Ledford (Alex Monroe), Eddie Jones (the Official), Michael McCafferty (Albert Eberts)


	Invisible (script, Fox, 2008). A criminal, coming in contact with a chemical compound during a heist, finds he can become invisible simply by willing it. Rather than continue his life of wrongdoing, he chooses to use his ability to solve crimes.



Note: On February 13, 1983, NBC presented the pilot The Invisible Woman. While in her Uncle Dudley’s lab, Sandy Martinson, a reporter for the Washington, D.C., Daily Express, touches a spilled chemical formula (mixed by Dudley’s lab chimp, Chuck) that renders her invisible. When Sandy learns that Dudley cannot reverse the formula, she uses her invisibility to investigate stories.

Cast: Alexa Hamilton (Sandy Martinson), Bob Denver (Dudley Plunkett), David Doyle (Neil Gilmore, Sandy’s editor), Jacques Tate (Lieutenant Dan Williams)


The IT Crowd (comedy, 25 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 2006–2013

United States: IFC, 2008

Premise: Roy, Moss, and Jen work in the IT department of Reynholm Industries in London, England. Roy, a ladies’ man; Moss, a goof-off; and Jen, who lied about her qualifications and knows nothing about computers, are followed as they do their best to keep Jen’s secret and attend to the company’s various computer issues.

Cast: Katherine Parkinson (Jen Barber), Chris O’Dowd (Roy), Richard Ayoade (Moss)

U.S. Adaptations:


	The IT Crowd (unaired pilot, NBC, 2006). Follows the same format with two computer geniuses (Roy and Moss) working with a girl who knows nothing about computers (Jen) from the basement of a tech company in Los Angeles.Cast: Joel McHale (Roy), Richard Ayoade (Moss), Jessica St. Clair (Jen), Rocky Carroll (Denholm, head of the department)


	The IT Crowd (NBC, 2014). Script proposal, to be produced by Thom Beers and Bill Lawrence, about two IT nerds confined to the basement and their female manager, a woman who knows nothing about computers.



Itch (comedy, 10 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC Me, 2020

United States: BYU-TV, 2020

Premise: A strange rock, released from a former coal mine in Australia following a minor earthquake, is found by a man (Cake) who places it for sale at a local flea market. Itchingham Lofte, called Itch, a student at Seaburgh High School with a keen interest in science (and dedicated to collecting all the elements in the periodic table), purchases the unusual rock from Cake before members of a sinister organization (Green Corp) discover its whereabouts. The rock, which is brownish in color with a green glow, is a new element and powerful if one knows how to harness its abilities (as it can effect climate change). As Itch experiments with the rock (labeled “Element 126”), he begins to uncover its mysteries but also arouses the suspicions of Roshanna Wing, an agent of Green Corp who plans to retrieve the rock. But she is not his only threat: Nathaniel Flowerdue, a former agent for Green Corp, has turned rogue and now seeks the rock to sell to the highest bidder. Itch’s efforts to safeguard the rock are depicted. Other Regulars: Nick and Jude, Itch’s parents; Chloe, Itch’s sister; Jack (a girl), Itch’s cousin; and Lucy and Tim, fellow students.

Cast: Samuel Ireland (Itch Lofte), Catherine Moore (Jude Lofte), Keala Kern (Chloe Lofte), Ben Mortley (Nick Lofte), Melanie Wozniak (Jack), Kylah Day (Lucy), Charles Russell (Tim), Sam Longley (Cake), Priscilla-Ann Jacob (Roshanna Wing), Michael Muntz (Nathaniel Flowerdue), Harrison Popple (Darcy)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ivanhoe (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1958–1959

United States: Syndication, 1959

Premise: Tales of Ivanhoe, the young Saxon knight created by Sir Walter Scott, as he battles the forces of injustice in Europe during the latter part of the twelfth century (1190s).

Cast: Roger Moore (Ivanhoe), Robert Brown (The Monk), Bruce Seton (King Richard), Paul Whitsun (Sir Maverick), John Pike (Bart)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




J

Jack the Ripper (crime drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1973

United States: Syndication, 1974

Premise: A re-creation of three terrifying months in British history—August 31 to November 9, 1888—a time when five women met death in Whitechapel, London, England, at the hands of the mysterious Jack the Ripper. Through modern-day investigations of Scotland Yard detectives Barlow and Witt, new evidence is presented in an attempt to uncover the identity of history’s most notorious criminal.

Cast: Sebastian Cabot (host), Stratford Johns (Detective Jack Barlow), Frank Windsor (Detective Witt)

U.S. Adaptation: While none are directly based on the above series, two other British series relating to Jack the Ripper were produced: Ripper and Whitechapel (see titles for information).

Jacob Two-Two (cartoon, 62 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 2003–2006

United States: NBC, 2003

Premise: Jacob is a young boy who earned the nickname “Two-Two” for his habit of repeating certain words (for example, “Let’s go Renee, let’s go” or “Good luck Renee, good luck”). This habit occurred as Jacob, the youngest member of his family, had to repeat himself to be heard. Jacob is best friends with Renee, a girl with a French accent, and their adventures as they face the daily challenges of being kids are depicted. Other Characters: Morty and Florence, Jacob’s parents, and his siblings, Daniel, Marfa, and twins Noah and Emma.

Voice Cast: Billy Rosenberg (Jacob), Julie Lemieux (Renee Ratelle), Janet-Lanie Green (Florence), Harvey Atkin (Morty), Kaitlin Howell (Emma), Marc McMulkin (Noah), Jeff Berg, Rob Tinkler (Daniel), Jocelyn Barth (Marfa)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jane (adventure, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1982–1984

United States: PBS, 1989

Premise: Jane is not a superhero; she has no amazing powers, and she is not impervious to harm. She is, however, a beautiful undercover agent for the British government during World War II. Her sexuality is her only “weapon” (it appears that the enemy has never encountered a woman as sensuous as Jane, and their bedazzlement becomes their downfall). Jane can fly an enemy plane by instinct, fire complicated weapons accurately by chance, but staying completely dressed is a problem (as circumstances arise where Jane loses her dress and finding outerwear becomes her top priority; only split-second nudity is seen). The program, based on the World War II Daily Mirror British newspaper comic strip “Jane,” is presented as a comic strip come to life. Each scene is a panel, and all backgrounds and props (such as cars, trucks, and planes) are drawings. Through special effects, the live actors are convincingly placed in comic book–like situations.

Jane’s serial-like adventures involve her dog, Fritz, a dachshund whose thoughts are seen in balloons (the cloudlike areas used for comic book characters’ speeches); Colonel Birdie Ewell, a Royal Navy commander, Jane’s superior (he is cared for by Tombs, his ever-faithful butler); and Georgie, Jane’s boyfriend, an undercover British agent who has been assigned to capture Lola and Pola Pagola, twin spies who have made it their top priority to dispose of Jane. Bob Danvers Walker does the narrating; Neil Innes sings the theme, “Jane.”

Cast: Glynis Barber (Jane), Robin Bailey (Colonel Birdie Ewell), Max Wail (Tombs), John Bird (Georgie), Suzanne Danielle (Lola and Pola Pagola)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jane and the Dragon (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada, New Zealand

Network/Airdate: YTV, 2005–2006

United States: NBC, 2006; Qubo, 2011

Premise: Jane Turnkey, a young girl living in medieval times and being trained as a lady-in-waiting (like her mother, Adeline), yearns to become a knight. But, being a female, she cannot be taken seriously. As Jane trains in secret to prove her worthiness, a playful dragon snatches the Royal Prince. Believing this is the opportunity she has been waiting for, Jane sets out to free the prince by slaying the dragon. The dragon, however, is friendly and allows Jane to “rescue” the prince. For her bravery, the King bestows on Jane the title of Knight Apprentice. “Jane and the Dragon are best friends now,” as the theme explains, and stories follow Jane as she trains to become a knight—with the antics of Dragon (as Jane calls him) both hindering and helping her. Other Characters: King Carodoc and his wife, Queen Gwendolyn; Lavinia and Cuthbert, their children; Sir Theodore, the head knight; Pepper, the cook; Rake, the gardener; Smitty, the blacksmith; Gunther, a knight in training; Sir Ivon, a knight; Jester, the court jester; and Magnus Breech, the dishonest merchant. Tajja Isen performs the theme, “Jane and the Dragon.”

Voice Cast: Tajja Isen (Jane), Adrian Truss (Dragon), Aron Tager (Sir Theodore), Noah Reid (Gunther), Sunday Muse (Pepper), Alex Belcourt (Queen Gwendolyn), Jill Frappier (Adeline Turnkey), Ben Campbell (Sir Ivon), Mark Rendell (Jester), Will Seatle Bowers (Rake), Alex House (Smitty), Clive Walton (Magnus), Cameron Ansell (Prince Cuthbert), Isabel de Carteret (Princess Lavinia)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jane Eyre (drama, 5 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1983

United States: PBS, 1984

Premise: An adaptation of the 1847 novel by Charlotte Bronte about Jane Eyre, an orphan girl, educated at Mr. Brocklehurst’s Lowood School, who becomes the governess to Adele, the ward of Edward Rochester, the gruff owner of Thornfield Hall in Mikote, England.

Cast: Sorcha Cusack (Jane Eyre), Juliet Waley (Jane Eyre, as a child), Michael Jayston (Edward Rochester), Isabel Rosin (Adele), John Phillips (Mr. Brocklehurst), Megs Jenkins (Mrs. Fairfax), Zara Jaber (Grace Poole), Hazel Clyne (Leah), Anna Korwin (Sophie), Jean Hervey (Mrs. Reed)

U.S. Adaptation: On October 12, 1939, NBC aired Jane Eyre as an experimental adaptation of the novel.

Cast: Flora Campbell (Jane Eyre), Dennis Hoey (Edward Rochester), Eleanor Pitts (Adele), Effie Shannon (Mrs. Fairfax), Ruth Matteson (Blanche Ingrams), Naomi Campbell (Leah), Daisy Belmore (Grace Poole), Philip Tonge (Mason)

Jason King (crime drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1971–1972

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: A spin-off from Department S (see entry) that takes Jason King (writer of Mark Caine mystery novels) away from crime solving for the Paris, France–based Department S (a unit of Interpol) to solve crimes on his own. After an audit reveals that the flamboyant Jason King overlooked paying taxes, he agrees to help the British government solve crimes (and acquire stories for his books) to relieve his financial burdens. His case assignments, which often involve beautiful women, are depicted. Other Regulars: Sir Brian, Jason’s government supervisor; Ryland, Sir Brian’s assistant; and Nicola Harvester, Jason’s publisher.

Cast: Peter Wyngarde (Jason King), Dennis Price (Sir Brian), Ronald Lacey (Ryland), Ann Sharp (Nicola Harvester)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jekyll (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007

United States: BBC America, 2007

Premise: A modern sequel to the 1866 Robert Lewis Stevenson novel The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. It is the present (2007) when Tom Jackman learns he is the only known living descendant of the nineteenth-century physician Dr. Henry Jekyll, a man who had an evil alter ego named Edward Hyde. Henry’s medical experiments cursed him to become two people living in the same body. Like his ancestor, Tom has inherited a dark side—his own alter ego, Mr. Hyde. While the two share the same body, Mr. Hyde is unaware that Tom has a family (a wife, Claire, and two children, Harry and Eddie). Through modern technology, Tom has found a way to keep Mr. Hyde from overtaking him; Mr. Hyde, however, grows stronger each day and seeks a way to become his own person. As Tom struggles to suppress Mr. Hyde, he must also avoid capture by a secret, ancient organization that seeks to harness Mr. Hyde for their sinister purposes. Other Regulars: Katherine, Tom’s psychiatric nurse (who is aware of his secret); Miranda, a detective hired by Claire when she becomes suspicious of Tom’s actions; and Benjamin and Peter, members of the biotech firm seeking Tom.

Cast: James Nesbitt (Tom Jackman/Mr. Hyde), Gina Bellman (Claire Jackman), Christopher Day (Harry Jackman), Andrew Byrne (Eddie Jackman), Meera Syal (Miranda Callendar), Michelle Ryan (Nurse Katherine Reemer), Paterson Joseph (Benjamin), Fenella Woolgar (Min), Denis Lawson (Peter Syme)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Jekyll & Hyde (script, ABC, 2011). A female criminologist based in San Francisco seeks to uncover the mystery surrounding a brilliant scientist who is terrorized by his evil and violent alter ego. Mark Gordon and Matt Lopez are the producers.

	Hyde (script, ABC, 2012). Sheldon Turner and Jennifer Klein as producers of a modern-day update wherein a man struggles to cope with a split personality—normal by day but a dangerous individual when he transforms into his other self at night.

	Jekyll (script, ABC, 2016). Chris Evans stars as a man plagued by two separate lives in a project produced by Ellen DeGeneres and Jeff Kleeman.




Jennie: Lady Randolph Churchill (biography, 7 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Thames Television, 1974

United States: PBS, 1975

Premise: The life of Lady Randolph Churchill (née Jennie Jerome, 1845–1921), the American-born mother of England’s Sir Winston Churchill.

Cast: Lee Remick (Jennie Jerome), Ronald Pickup (Randolph Churchill), Dan O’Herlihy (Mr. Jerome), Helen Horton (Mrs. Jerome), Barbara Parkins (Leonie), Linda Liles (Clara), Cyril Luckham (Duke of Marlborough), Rachel Kempson (Duchess of Marlborough), Thorley Walters (Prince of Wales)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jerry and the Raiders (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: TVO Kids, 2016–2019

United States: Qubo, 2019

Premise: On the occasion of his seventh birthday, a young boy (Jerry) receives a pair of action figures called the Galactic Raiders (Bakko and Gant). The plastic figures, however, are quite different: they have the ability to come to life—but only for Jerry and his younger sister, Nicole. As Bakko and Gant seek to explore the world that surrounds them (and create havoc doing so), Jerry and Nicole must not only keep their existence a secret but also resolve the situations they cause.

Voice Cast: Sebastien Borkin (Jerry), Keira Phillips (Nicole), Ryan LaPlante (Bakko), Adam McNamara (Gant)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Joe 90 (marionette adventure, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1968–1969

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: BIG RAT (Brain Impulse Galvanoscope Record And Transfer) is a futuristic machine capable of recording a person’s entire knowledge and transferring it into the brain of another. It was created by Ian “Mac” McCaline, a widowed professor with an adopted nine-year-old son named Joe. Realizing the potential of Mac’s invention, Sam Loover, an agent for WIN (World Intelligence Network), persuades Mac and Joe to pledge their services to WIN. Joe becomes Mac’s first subject and, with the knowledge he receives from brain transfers, sets out to solve dangerous situations with the perfect cover: that of an elementary grade school boy. Mrs. Harris is Mac’s housekeeper; Shane is the head of WIN. “Joe 90” is first said to be Joe’s code name, then his referral to being WIN’s ninetieth agent.

Voice Cast: Len Jones (Joe McClaine), Rupert Davies (Ian “Mac” Mc-Claine), Keith Alexander (Sam Loover), David Healy (Shane Weston), Sylvia Anderson (Mrs. Harris)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Jonathan Creek (drama, 32 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1997–2016

United States: BBC America, 2003

Premise: Jonathan Creek, a creative consultant to stage magicians, possesses a talent for logical deduction and, through his expertise in creating illusions, solves crimes that are linked to the supernatural. Other Regulars: Polly Creek, Jonathan’s wife (later episodes); Maddy Magellan, Jonathan’s collaborator, a writer who uses unethical means to acquire stories (and often involves Jonathan in her quest); Carla Borrego, the theatrical agent; and Joey Ross, a paranormal investigator.

Cast: Alan Davies (Jonathan Creek), Caroline Quentin (Maddy Magellan), Stuart Milligan (Adam Klaus), Sarah Alexander (Polly Creek), Julia Sawalha (Carla Borrego), Sheridan Smith (Joey Ross)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but several similar projects were produced:


	The Great Merlini (unaired pilot, 1951). “Magic and crime have one thing in common—deception—and when criminals use deception to commit crimes, it also takes deception to solve them,” says the Great Merlini, a master illusionist and escape artist who uses his wizardry to help Inspector Gavigan of the New York Police Department solve baffling crimes. He is assisted by Julie Boyd, a beautiful girl who helps but sighs, “I’m supposed to be working in a magic act, not in a detective agency.”Cast: Jerome Thor (the Great Merlini), Barbara Cook (Julie Boyd), Robert Noe (Inspector Gavigan)


	Mandrake the Magician (series, syndication, 1954). Mandrake, taught the lore and magic of ancient China, teams with his servant, Lothar, to battle evil through magic.Cast: Coe Norton (Mandrake), Woody Strode (Lothar)


	The Magician (series, NBC, 1973). Illusionist Tony Blake uses his unique abilities to battle evil.Cast: Bill Bixby (Tony Blake)


	Blacke’s Magic (series, NBC, 1986). Alexander Blacke, a world-famous magician, uses his unique skills to help the police solve baffling crimes.Cast: Hal Linden (Alexander Blacke)





Johnny Sokko and His Flying Robot (science fiction, 26 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: NET, 1967–1968

United States: Syndication, 1969; Comet TV, 2016

Premise: Shortly after aliens, called the Gargoyle Gang, land on Earth, they kidnap Dr. Lucas Guardian, a brilliant scientist, and force him to construct an indestructible robot to destroy the planet. As the doctor completes the robot, a prehistoric type of creature (Dracolon), brought to Earth by the aliens, escapes and attacks a Japanese ship. Two people, Johnny Sokko (a young boy) and Jerry Mono, Agent 43 for Unicorn (an international defense organization), survive and wash up on a nearby uncharted island—the alien’s base. Here they meet Dr. Guardian and learn about the robot: it will obey the first voice it hears, and it is complete except for an atomic charge to activate its circuits. Just then, as the aliens attack the lab, Dr. Guardian detonates the atomic bomb he planted in the robot to destroy it. However, instead of destroying the robot, the bomb supplies the necessary power to activate it. Amid the ensuing confusion, Johnny finds the wristwatch-type control and speaks to the robot. He becomes its master. With the help of Giant Robot (as Johnny calls it), Johnny and Jerry return to Tokyo (the series setting), where Johnny becomes a member of Unicorn (Agent 7) and Giant Robot becomes Earth’s most valuable defense weapon. Unicorn’s battle against sinister alien invaders is depicted.

Japanese Live Cast: Mitsundbu Kaneko (Johnny Sokko), Akjo Ito (Jerry Mono)

U.S. Voice Cast: Bobbie Byers (Johnny Sokko), Ted Rusoff (Jerry Mono), Jerry Burke (narrator), Kurt Nagel, Neil Patrick, Rueben Guberman

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.




K

Kath and Kim (comedy, 32 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC-TV, 2002–2005; Seven Network, 2007

United States: Sundance, 2010

Premise: Kath Day-Knight and Kim Craig are a mother and daughter who live together in Fountain Lakes, a fictional suburb in Melbourne, Australia. Kath is a 50-year-old divorcee who is currently dating the uptight Kel Knight (whom she later marries). Kim is a young woman (twenty-something) who believes she was meant for the finer things in life. She is spoiled, estranged from her husband (Brett Craig), and the mother of their baby, Eupnoea. Kath and Kim are followed as they attempt to cope with each other as well as the men in their lives.

Cast: Jane Turner (Kath Day-Knight), Gina Riley (Kim Craig), Glenn Robbins (Kel Knight), Peter Rowsthorn (Brett Craig), Zara Harrington, Emma Le Boeuf, and Makayla Berkers (Eupnoea-Rae Craig), Magda Szubanski (Sharon Strezlecki, Kim’s friend)

U.S. Adaptation:

Kath and Kim (series, NBC, 2008). Kathleen “Kath” Day is a shallow and self-absorbed woman who admits that she is a high-maintenance girl. She is dating Phil Knight, the owner of a fast-food store (Phil’s Sandwich Island). Kimberly “Kim” Day, her daughter, is a beautiful young woman who believes she was meant for the finest things life has to offer. She is married to Craig, an electronics store employee at Circuit Surplus. Life changes for both women when Kim leaves Craig after six weeks of marriage and moves in with Kath (and puts a damper on her relationship with Patrick). Kath is followed as she tries to begin a new life, while Kim wallows in self-pity with no apparent ambition but to find someone to treat her like a trophy wife.
Cast: Selma Blair (Kim Day), Molly Shannon (Kath Day), John Michael Higgins (Phil Knight), Mikey Day (Craig Baker)

Katts and Dog (crime drama, 106 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1988–1993

United States: CBN, 1988 (as Rin Tin Tin, K-9 Cop)

Premise: Hank Katts, a canine police officer, and his dog, Rudy (a German shepherd), investigate crimes as members of the K-9 unit of a Canadian police department. When CBN (the Christian Broadcasting Network) acquired the series, they changed the title to Rin Tin Tin, K-9 Cop (based on the German shepherd from the 1950s American TV series The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin) and also dubbed the dog’s name to be Rinty (the nickname for the dog in the series). Figuring on having a U.S. audience, the producers never intentionally identified a specific locale (Officer Katts is with the Bay City Police Department in what appears to be the Pacific Northwest). The police uniforms had also been designed to appear as belonging to either U.S. or Canadian police departments. Other Regulars (in addition to the officers listed in the cast): Maggie Katts, Hank’s widowed sister-in-law, and Stevie Katts, Maggie’s son.

Cast: Jesse Collins (Officer Hank Katts), Cali Timmins (Maggie Katts), Andrew Bennarski (Stevie Katts), Phillip Jarrett (Sergeant O. C. Phillips), Corrine Kelso (Officer Ginnie Booth), Nancy Anne Sakovich (Officer Leah McCrary), Ken Pogue (Captain Cullen Murdoch), Brian Kaulback (Officer Dennis Brian), Denise Virieux (Officer Renee Daumier)


U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but several similar projects were produced:


	Sam (series, CBS, 1978). Mike Breen, an officer with the Los Angeles Police Department, and Sam, his partner, a Labrador retriever with the department’s Canine Squad, are followed as they, designated Two-Henry-Six, solve crimes.Cast: Mark Harmon (Officer Mike Breen)


	K-9000 (unaired pilot, Fox, 1989). In an attempt to battle crime, the Los Angeles Police Department commissions Aja, a British scientist, to create Niner, a cloned German shepherd with a computer-enhanced brain. Niner and Aja are assigned to Detective Eddie Monroe, and their battle against crime is depicted.Cast: Catherine Oxenberg (Aja), Chris Mulkey (Eddie Monroe)


	Turner and Hooch (pilot, NBC, July 9, 1990). Scott Turner, a detective with the Cypress Police Department, receives help in solving crimes from Hooch, a mischievous dog.Cast: Tom Wilson (Scott Turner)




Note: A British pilot film, K-9 and Company, intended to be a spin-off from Doctor Who, aired in the United States in 1985 and followed Sarah Jane Smith (Elisabeth Sladen), the Doctor’s traveling companion, as she teams with the Doctor’s mechanical dog, K-9, to solve crimes on Earth.

Keep It in the Family (comedy, 31 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1980–1983

United States: Syndication, 1981

Premise: Dudley Rush, a cartoonist and creator of the comic strip “Barney, the Bionic Bulldog,” is married to Muriel and the father of Jacqui (21 years old) and Susan (17). Dudley and Muriel live on the second floor of their three-story home in London, England, while Jacqui and Susan, who wanted their independence, reside in the converted basement flat. Dudley, however, is not happy with the fact his daughters are living on their own for the first time and has become an overprotective father. Dudley’s effort to remain an active part of Jacqui and Susan’s lives without actually interfering in their lives is depicted.

Cast: Robert Gillespie (Dudley Rush), Pauline Yates (Muriel Rush), Jenny Quayle and Sabina Franklyn (Jacqui Rush), Stacy Dorning (Susan Rush), Glyn Houston (Duncan Thomas, Dudley’s agent)

U.S. Adaptation:

Too Close for Comfort (series, ABC, 1980). The red Victorian house on Buena Vista Street in San Francisco is owned by Henry Rush, a cartoonist and creator of the comic strip “Cosmic Cow,” and his wife, 
Muriel. Their daughters, Jackie (22 years old), a bank teller, and Sarah (18), a college freshman, reside in the downstairs apartment of the Rush home. What happens as Henry, an overprotective father, tries to keep a watchful eye on Jackie and Sarah without interfering in their lives is depicted. Monroe, a mall security guard, is the upstairs tenant in later episodes.

Cast: Ted Knight (Henry Rush), Nancy Dussault (Muriel Rush), Deborah Van Valkenburgh (Jackie Rush), Lydia Cornell (Sarah Rush), Jim J. Bullock (Monroe Ficus)

Keeping Up Appearances (comedy, 44 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1990–1995

United States: PBS, 1998

Premise: Hyacinth Bucket (although she insists it be pronounced “Bouquet”) is an eccentric, snobbish middle-class British woman who yearns for a higher social status. She is married to Richard, a government employee, who insists that his last name is Bucket “and will always be Bucket.” They are the parents of the never-seen Sheridan, who is attending the university (sharing a dorm room with Tarquin) and writes or calls only to ask for money. As hard as Hyacinth tries to present the impression of wealth and social status, her lower-class sisters, Daisy and Rose, constantly threaten to expose her pretense. Daisy is married to Onslow, a lovable slacker, while Rose, a sexy, promiscuous woman, has no shame at anything she does. Hyacinth’s efforts to become the woman of social status she imagines herself to be are depicted. Her “white slim-line telephone with automatic redial” and candlelight suppers with her “Royal Worchester double-glazed Avignon China and Royal Dolton China with the hand-painted periwinkles” are her proud symbols of status. Other Regulars: “Daddy,” Hyacinth’s senile father, who often hallucinates about still being a soldier during World War II; Violet, Hyacinth’s younger sister, a woman of high social status who is married to Bruce, a cross-dressing, equestrian-loving turf accountant; Elizabeth, Hyacinth’s neighbor, a woman who finds her daily invitations for coffee and biscuits with Hyacinth anything but relaxing; and Emmett, Elizabeth’s brother.

Cast: Patricia Routledge (Hyacinth Bucket), Clive Swift (Richard Bucket), Josephine Tewson (Elizabeth “Liz” Warden), Judy Cornwell (Daisy), Geoffrey Hughes (Onslow), Shirley Stelfox and Mary Millar (Rose), David Griffin (Emmet Hawksworth), George Webb (Daddy), Anna Dawson (Violet), John Evitts (Bruce), Jeremy Gittins (Michael, the Vicar), Marion Barron (Michael’s wife)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Kimba the White Lion (cartoon, 44 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji Television, 1965–1967

United States: Syndication, 1966

Premise: Two very different histories are presented. Four thousand years ago, when Egypt’s ruler, King Tut Tut, plunges his kingdom into bankruptcy, Fraides, his minister, creates a wisdom formula that he feeds to his rare, pet white lion (later named Kimba). Kimba, believed by the villagers to be the spirit of the Sphinx because of the great knowledge he possesses, becomes their savior as he leads them out of poverty. As Egypt prospers once again, the king extends goodwill to all his neighboring African tribes. He selects one tribe in particular, the Kickapeels, to receive a special gift—Kimba (who becomes their king and protector).

The second story finds Caesar, king of animals in Africa, married to the lioness Snowene. When hunters invade Africa and begin capturing animals, Caesar foils them by setting the animals free, but in doing so, he is killed, and Snowene (who is pregnant) is captured. Aboard a ship bound for England, Snowene gives birth to Kimba, who learns from his mother of the good work his father tried to do. Through his mother’s urging, Kimba escapes from the ship and finds his way back to Africa. He establishes himself as a ruler with one purpose: develop an understanding between humans and animals. In both versions, Kimba’s struggles to safeguard his homeland from evil are depicted. Dan’l Baboon, Sampson, Pauley Cracker, Tadpole, Roger Ranger, Kitty, and King Speckle Rex are Kimba’s friends; Claw is his enemy.

U.S. Voice Cast: Billie Lou Watt (Kimba), Gilbert Mack (Pauley Cracker), Ray Owens (Dan’l Baboon), Hal Studer (Roger Ranger)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

King of Kensington (comedy, 111 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1975–1980

United States: Syndication, 1981

Premise: King’s Variety Store, located in Kensington (in Toronto, Canada), is owned by Larry King and his wife, Cathy. They live in a typical neighborhood and share their home with Gladys, Larry’s mother. Larry is a friendly, all-around nice guy, and the events that affect him and his family are depicted. Duke, Nestor, and Max are Larry’s friends. Bob Francis performs the theme, “The King of Kensington.”

Cast: Al Waxman (Larry King), Fiona Reid (Cathy King), Helene Winston (Gladys King), Ardon Bess (Nestor Best), Bob Vinci (Duke Zaro), John J. Dee (Max), Vivian Reis (Rosa Zaro, Duke’s wife)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




L

La Femme Nikita (adventure, 96 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1997–2001

United States: USA, 1997

Premise: Paul W. Wolfe, better known as Operations, is head of Section One, a mysterious antiterrorism organization controlled by a group of people known as Overview. Nikita (level 2 operative, code name Josephine) and Michael (level 5 operative, code name Jacques) are his top agents. Michael is a heartless assassin, while Nikita was framed into joining Section One. It began when Nikita was mistaken for the killer of a police officer and arrested. Although innocent, she could not prove otherwise and was sentenced to death. One night, she was taken from her cell and offered a chance at freedom by working for Section One (where she was trained by Michael to become a killer). Nikita is followed as she carries out assignments for Section One but is eager to break away and start her own life. Other Regulars: Madeline, Operation’s assistant (she oversees the White Room, the “torture chamber” for getting information out of prisoners); Frick and Frack, the speechless and emotionless “Torture Twins”; Walter, “The Weapons Guy”; and Seymour, the computer genius. Based on the French film La Femme Nikita (Anne Parillaud as Nikita) and its American remake, Point of No Return (Bridget Fonda as Nikita). Here, Nikita was high on drugs and killed a police officer, resulting in her arrest.

Cast: Peta Wilson (Nikita), Eugene Robert Glazer (Operations), Roy Dupuis (Michael Samuelle), Alberta Watson (Madeline), Don Francks (Walter), Matthew Ferguson (Seymour Birkoff)

U.S. Adaptation:

Nikita (series, CW, 2010). At the age of 16, when she ran away from home and lived on the streets, Nikita was falsely arrested for killing a police officer. Although innocent, she was convicted and sentenced to death. One night she was taken from her cell by a mysterious organization (Division) and trained (by Michael) to become an assassin. Nikita performs missions for Division until she falls in love and Division, fearing to lose her, has her boyfriend (Daniel Monroe) killed. Bitter and seeking only revenge, Nikita escapes from Division, and her effort to bring down Division is depicted. Other Regulars: Alex, the girl who works inside Division to help Nikita achieve her goal; Percy, the Division chief; Amanda, Percy’s coldhearted assistant; and Birkoff, the computer genius.

Cast: Maggie Q (Nikita), Lyndsy Fonseca (Alex), Shane West (Michael), Melinda Clarke (Amanda), Xander Berkeley (Percy), Aaron Stanford (Birkoff)

Lark Rise to Candleford (drama, 40 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2008–2011

United States: PBS, 2009; BYU-TV, 2020

Premise: A view of life at the close of the nineteenth century as seen through the friendship of two young women: Laura Timmins and Dorcas Lane. Laura, born in Oxfordshire, a small hamlet of Lark Rise (in England), is from a community of farmers and craftsmen; Dorcas, her cousin, works as the postmistress of the local post office in the well-to-do community of Candleford. It is when Laura decides to find her place in the world that she leaves her home to live in Candleford, and her and Dorcas’s experiences helping each other overcome life’s challenges are depicted.

Cast: Julia Sawalha (Dorcas Lane), Olivia Hallinan (Laura Timmins), Claudie Blakley (Emma Timmins), Brendan Coyle (Robert Timmins), Linda Bassett (Victoria Turrill), Larl Johnson (Thomas Turrill), Mark Heap (Thomas Brown), Dawn French (Caroline Arless), Sandy McDade (Margaret Ellison Brown)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Last of the Summer Wine (comedy, 294 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1973–2010

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: A group of elder men and their adventures living in a small Yorkshire (England) village where they refuse to accept the fact they are growing older and resort to enjoying life as they did in their youth are depicted. Compo Simmonite, mischievous and impulsive; Norman Clegg, the easygoing everyman; and Cyril Blamire, arrogant and uptight, were the original trio. Cyril was replaced by Walter “Foggy” Dewhurst, the quirky war veteran; then by Seymour Utterhwaite, the eccentric inventor; and finally by Herbert Truelove, a former police officer. Compo was first replaced by Tom Simmonite, Compo’s son; then by Billy Hardcastle, the man who believed he was a descendant of Robin Hood; and finally by Alvin Smedley, a happy-go-lucky old-timer. The village appears to be inhabited by older people, and the women in the men’s lives are Ivy, Kathy, Pearl, Marina, Glenda, and Edie.


Cast: Bill Owen (Compo Simmonite), Peter Sallis (Norman Clegg), Michael Bates (Cyril Blamire), Brian Wilde (Walter “Foggy” Dewhurst), Michael Aldridge (Seymour Utterhwaite), Frank Thornton (Herbert Truelove), Tom Owen (Tom Simmonite), Keith Clifford (Billy Hard-castle), Brian Murphy (Alvin Smedley), Jane Freeman (Ivy), Kathy Staff (Nora Batty), Juliette Kaplan (Pearl), Jean Fergusson (Marina), Sarah Thomas (Glenda), Thora Hird (Edie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Law and Order: U.K. (crime drama, 53 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2009–2014

United States: BBC America, 2010

Premise: In 1963, ABC aired the series Arrest and Trial, which presented two aspects of law in a 90-minute program: The Arrest, featuring Ben Gazzara as Sergeant Nick Anderson of the Los Angeles Police Department and the methods he uses to apprehend felons, and The Trial, wherein the courtroom hearing was seen through the eyes of prosecuting attorney John Egan (Chuck Connors). In 1990, NBC aired the series Law and Order, which used the same basic concept with the setting being New York City. Aspects of both these series became the basis for the British version with the program first showing the arrest of a criminal (by officers attached to the London Metropolitan Murder Investigation Unit and detectives with the C.I.D. [Criminal Investigation Division]) and then the ensuing criminal case by attorneys with the Crown Prosecutors Service.

Cast: Bradley Walsh (Detective Ronnie Brooks), Ben Bailey-Smith (Detective Joe Hawkins), Patterson Joseph (Inspector Wes Layton), Georgia Taylor (Prosecutor Kate Barker), Harriet Walter (Detective Natalie Chandler), Freema Agyeman (Prosecutor Alesha Phillips), Paul Nicholls (Detective Sam Casey), Sharon Small (Inspector Elizabeth Flynn), Jamie Bamber (Matt Devlin), Peter Davison (Henry Sharpe), Dominic Rowan (Jacob Thorne)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Lazy Town (children, 78 episodes)

Country: Iceland

Network/Airdate: RUV (seasons 1 and 2), Cartoonito (seasons 3 and 4), 2004–2014

United States: Nick Jr., 2004; Sprout, 2011; CBS, 2013

Premise: Stephanie is a very pretty and adorable live-action eight-year-old girl who lives in Lazy Town, a mythical and colorful community with odd-shaped buildings that is inhabited by puppets and run by her uncle, Mayor Milford Meanswell. Stephanie, who dresses in pink and has pink hair, is friends with Ziggy, Trixie, Stingy, and Pixel (puppets) and Sportacus, a human athletic hero. Robbie Rotten, a mean human who can’t stand the thought of children (or adults) playing or having fun, is their nemesis.

Sportacus watches over Lazy Town from his blimp in the sky. When he senses trouble, he descends to Earth to help where needed (he also encourages children to exercise and eat right). Stephanie, who always becomes involved in the antics of her friends, encourages children to sing and dance (she is featured in at least one song and dance number per show). Their joy disturbs Robbie Rotten, and his effort to destroy the happiness of Lazy Town is depicted (although his actions are always foiled by Sportacus or by his own misdeeds when one of his wacky ideas backfires). Bessie Busybody is Milford’s friend.

Cast: Julianna Rose Mauriello and Chloe Lang (Stephanie), Magnus Scheving (Sportacus), Stefan Karl Stefansson (Robbie Rotten). Voices: David Matthew (Milford Meanswell), Jodi Eichelberger (Stingy), Sarah Burgess and Heather Asch (Trixie), Kobie Powell (Pixel), Gudmundur Thor (Ziggy), Julie Westwood (Bessie Busybody)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Learning the Ropes (comedy, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1988–1989

United States: Syndication, 1988

Premise: Robert Randall, separated from his wife, Anne, lives at 34 Hampton Street in Ridgedale Valley, Canada. He is the father of Ellen and Mark and has two jobs: history teacher and vice principal of Ridgedale Valley Preparatory School. In secret, he is also a wrestler called the Masked Maniac (the “animal of the wrestling ring”). Robert, concerned about having the money for Ellen and Mark’s college education, accepted an offer by his health club manager to become a wrestler and acquire the funds. Robert, called the “Professor” by fellow wrestlers, is followed as he teaches by day and wrestles by night. Ellen, the smarter child, wants to be a career woman; Mark, the mischievous one, wants the “big-bucks job.” The Burger Palace is Ellen and Mark’s after-school hangout; Anne, who is never seen, is in England studying to become a lawyer. Beth is Ellen’s boy-crazy girlfriend; and Carol Dickson is the school’s French teacher. David Roberts sings the theme, “Learning the Ropes.”

Cast: Lyle Alzado (Robert Randall), Nicole Stoffman (Ellen Randall), Yan-nick Bisson (Mark Randall), Sheryl Wilson (Carol Dickson), Jacqueline Mason (Beth)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Legacy of the Silver Shadow (adventure, 13 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network 10, 2002–2003

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: During the 1950s, a mysterious figure for justice, the Silver Shadow (so called for the silver costume he wore), fought a singlehanded battle against crime. As time passed, the Silver Shadow faded from the scene and became a thing of the past. It is 2002 when four children, Alex, Campbell, Gretel, and Josh, are exploring an old factory (Radcliffe Industries) when they fall through a weak floor and find themselves in a hidden laboratory (and base of operations) of the Silver Shadow. When a computer is activated, it reveals a digital image of the Silver Shadow that contains the memory and likeness of the real Silver Shadow before he was apparently killed by his archenemy, the Crab. The children learn that by activating his electronic image, they have, in fact, become his replacement (as the Silver Shadow Squad) to be guided by him and battle injustice as he once did. But the Crab (Richard) is still alive, living in a retirement home and training his granddaughter, Fiona, to replace him and do his bidding as an evil modern-day version of himself. Alex, Campbell, Gretel, and Josh are followed as they live dual lives and battle the evils of not only the Crab but Fiona as well.

Cast: Hanna Greenwood (Alex), Aljin Abella (Campbell), Sage Butler (Gretel), Alex Hopkins (Josh), Tayler Kane (the Silver Shadow), Eloise Mignon (Fiona), Ronald Faulk (the Crab)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Lexx (science fiction, 61 episodes)

Country: Canada, United Kingdom, Germany

Network/Airdate: Global Television Network, 1997–2002

United States: Syfy, 2000

Premise: Lexx is a gigantic, black spaceship shaped like a bug. It is from a world called the Light Universe, which is under the rule of the Divine Order (led by His Divine Shadow). Stanley H. Tweedle, a security guard, is the captain, and Zev Bellringer, a beautiful love slave, and Kai, a dead assassin, are his crew. Assisting them is 790, a gay robot head who constantly professes his love for Kai. Stanley, Zev, and Kai were the only survivors of a rebellion against His Divine Shadow. They became the crew of Lexx when Kai killed His Divine Shadow and Stanley stole the Light Hand Key, which controls the ship; Zev escaped her enslavement and joined them. Lexx thrives on organic food (like remnants of stars and planets) and is designed to blow up planets—“That is what I do. I blow up planets.” Stanley calls it the “Big Bug That Flies Around in the Sky.” Stanley, Zev, and Kai’s experiences are detailed as they explore strange new worlds in an area called the Dark Universe.

Cast: Brian Downey (Stanley H. Tweedle), Eva Haberman and Xenia Seeberg (Zev Bellringer), Michael McManus (Kai), Jeffrey Hirschfield (voice of Robot Head 790), Tom Gallant (voice of Lexx)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Life and Times of Vivienne Vyle (comedy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007

United States: Sundance, 2008

Premise: Daytime talk shows are spoofed through the hectic on-camera and behind-the-scenes life of Vivienne Vyle, the screaming, always harassed host of The Vivienne Vyle Show. Other Regulars: Helena, her producer; Jared, her husband; and Jonathan, her psychotherapist.

Cast: Jennifer Saunders (Vivienne Vyle), Miranda Richardson (Helena de Wend), Conleith Hill (Jared), Jason Watkins (Dr. Jonathan Fowler), Helen Griffin (Carol), Dave Lamb (Des)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Life and Times of Vivienne Vyle (ABC, 2012). Unsold script proposal with Chelsea Handler as Vivienne Vyle, the demanding, always screaming neurotic host of her own daily talk show.

Life on Mars (crime drama, 16 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2006–2007

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: During an investigation, Sam Tyler, a detective chief inspector with England’s Manchester Police Department, is hit by a car and awakens to find himself in 1973 as a member of the Manchester Police Department (his sudden presence is explained as being a transfer from another precinct). Sam quickly adjusts to the fact that he is no longer in 2006, and his efforts to follow the police procedures of the 1970s but supplement those techniques with his knowledge of the twenty-first century are depicted. Other Regulars: Gene Hunt, his superior, and fellow officers Ray Carling, Chris Skelton, and Annie Cartwright (also Sam’s romantic interest). The final episode sees Sam awakening from a coma but doesn’t explain if he was insane, was in a coma, or really traveled back in time. See also Ashes to Ashes, the spin-off series.

Cast: John Simm (Sam Tyler), Philip Glinster (Gene Hunt), Liz White (Annie Cartwright), Dean Andrews (Ray Carling), Marshall Lancaster (Chris Skelton)


U.S. Adaptation:

Life on Mars (series, ABC, 2008). “I had an accident and woke up 35 years in the past. Now that either makes me a time traveler, a lunatic, or I’m lying in a hospital bed in 2008 and none of this is real.” Sam Tyler, a detective with the 125th Precinct of the New York Police Department (called 1-2-5) in 2008 is now a detective with the 1-2-5 in 1973.

In 2008, Sam is romantically involved with fellow detective Maya Daniels. While investigating a case involving a kidnapping and murder, Maya appears to have been kidnapped, and Sam is hit by a car. Prior to the accident, Sam was listening to the David Bowie song “Life on Mars.” The viewer sees a brief dreamlike sequence as Sam awakens in 1973 as a member of the 1-2-5 in Manhattan (he is believed to be a transfer from a precinct in upstate New York) and part of a police unit: Gene Hunt, his superior; Annie Norris, a police woman; Chris Skelton, the rookie detective; and Ray Carling, the tough, sexist detective with a chip on his shoulder.

At the end of the first episode, Sam hears Maya’s voice over his car radio telling him that she is okay and asking him to come home. But how? Sam is followed as he seeks that answer and uses the police technologies of 2008 to solve crimes. The final episode explains—in a most unexpected way—Sam’s predicament. It is 2035, and astronauts aboard a U.S. mission to Mars (the Aries Project) are just awakening from hibernation and from a neural stimulation program. Sam’s program had been that of a detective in 2008, but a glitch in the system caused Sam to go back to 1973 as a cop with the ability of 2008 intact. His fellow astronauts were his fellow cops, and, as the Mars probe lands, the astronauts prepare to explore the planet with Sam being the first one to set foot on Mars.

Cast: Jason O’Mara (Sam Tyler), Gretchen Mol (Anne Norris), Harvey Keitel (Gene Hunt), Michael Imperioli (Ray Carling), Jonathan Murray (Chris Skelton), Lisa Bonet (Maya Daniels)

Life with Derek (comedy, 70 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Family Channel, 2005–2009

United States: Disney Channel, 2005

Premise: Nora MacDonald, a single mother with two daughters (Casey and Lizzie), and George Venturi, a single father with three children (Derek, Marti, and Edwin), marry and become a blended family. As the two families struggle to adjust to each other, particular focus is on Derek and Casey, two 15-year olds, and the situations they encounter at home, at school, and with their friends.

Cast: Michael Seater (Derek Venturi), Ashley Leggat (Casey MacDonald), Joy Tanner (Nora MacDonald), Jordan Todosey (Lizzie MacDonald), John Ralston (George Venturi), Ariel Waller (Marti Venturi), Daniel Magder (Edwin Venturi)

U.S. Adaptation: While not stated, the series is strikingly similar to Drake and Josh (Nickelodeon, 2004), wherein a divorced mother (Audrey) with two children (Drake and Megan) marries a divorced father (Walter) with a son (Josh) and establish a blended family. It is also similar to a number of other such series, especially The Brady Bunch.

Cast: Drake Bell (Drake Parker), Josh Peck (Josh Nichols), Miranda Cosgrove (Megan Parker), Nancy Sullivan (Audrey Parker-Nichols), Jonathan Goldstein (Walter Nichols)

Lightning Point (comedy drama, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network Ten, 2012

United States: TeenNick, 2012 (as Alien Surf Girls)

Premise: Zoey and Kiki, teenage girls from the planet Lumina, journey to Earth to pursue their dream of surfing. They touch down in the seaside town of Lightning Point, Australia, and transform their true plasma form into gorgeous human-shaped females. As they explore their surroundings, they befriend Amber, a teenage girl who conducts surfing classes for beginners. However, when Piper, Amber’s German shepherd, discovers their spaceship and destroys it by biting its plasma card, Zoey and Kiki are exposed as aliens, but Amber, feeling responsible for what happened, pledges to keep their secret and protect them until they can contact Lumina and return home. In the meantime, Zoey and Kiki, who have the ability to become invisible, take up residence in Amber’s home, with Amber telling her mother (Olivia, a police sergeant) they are distant relatives on her father’s side and have come to Lightning Point for a visit. Other Regulars: Madison, the super-hot surfer girl who becomes jealous of Zoey and Kiki when they begin to take attention away from her; Brandon, Madison’s boyfriend; Mia, the owner of the beach diner; and Gina, Madison’s best friend.

Cast: Philippa Coulthard (Amber Mitchell), Lucy Fry (Zoey), Jessica Green (Kiki), Kenji Fitzgerald (Luca Benedict), Paige Houden (Madison), Andrew James Morley (Brandon Benedict), Simone Bennett-Smith (Olivia Mitchell), Lisa Fisher (Mia), Da Yen Zheng (Gina)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Little Britain (comedy, 44 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2003–2007


United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: An exaggerated look at the British Isles (from Scotland to Wales) with a focus on the quirky characters that inhabit its countryside (for example, Sebastian Love, the prime minister’s gay assistant; Vicky Pollard, the teenage troublemaker; Ray McLooney, the eccentric Scottish hotel manager; and Marjorie Dawes, a dietician who makes fun of fat people).

Cast: Matt Lucas, David Walliams, Anthony Head, Paul Putner, Joann London, Stephen Furst, Stirling Gallacher, Leelo Ross, Ruth Jones. Narrator: Tom Baker.

U.S. Adaptation:

Little Britain, U.S.A. (series, HBO, 2008). Comical skit program wherein the male leads, portraying an array of characters (including females), spoof American culture.

Cast: Matt Lucas, David Walliams

Little Men (drama, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1998–1999

United States: Pax TV, 1998

Premise: Plumfield, a school for boys in Concord, Massachusetts (1880s), has been established by Josephine “Jo” Bhaer and her husband, Friedrich (in a continuation of Louisa May Alcott’s book Little Women). Due to financial hardships following the death of Friedrich, Jo (one of the March sisters) changes the enrollment to allow girls to attend. Bess Lawrence and Anthena “Nan” Harding are the featured girls.

Bess is the daughter of Jo’s younger sister, Amy. Bess is all girl—“I don’t enjoy playing horseshoes, feeding the pigs, or breaking nuts on my head.” She enjoys the finer things in life, like elegant clothes, reading, and painting. Nan is a tomboy and reminds Jo of herself when she was a girl—mischievous and a whirlwind of energy. Nan enjoys doing what the boys do, including fishing and pitching horseshoes. Nat, Emil, Isaac, Jack, and Dan are the principal boy students. Other Regulars: Nick, the handyman; Amy and Laurie, Bess’s parents; Asia, the cook; and Margaret “Meg” Brooke, Jo’s older sister. The children call Jo “Mrs. Jo,” and Jo’s struggles to run the school are depicted.

Cast: Michelle Rene Thomas (Jo Bhaer), Rachel Skarsten (Bess Lawrence), Brittney Irvin (Nan Harding), Trevor Blumas (Nathaniel Blake), Spencer Rochfort (Nick Riley), Amy Price-Francis (Amy Lawrence), Dan Chameroy (Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence), Sandra Caldwell (Asia), Corey Server (Dan Maddison), Jennifer Wigmore (Margaret “Meg” Brooke), Michael Oliphant (Isaac), Alexander Campbell (Emil), Dov Tiefenbach (Jack Ford)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Little Secrets (drama, 55 episodes)

Country: Turkey

Network/Airdate: Kanal D, 2010; Star TV, 2010–2011

United States: BYU-TV, 2020

Premise: Events in the lives of several teenage high school students in a manner much darker than would be seen on typical American teen comedies like Saved by the Bell. Here they live in a world of romance, lies, and betrayal, and what transpires in both the glorious and the dark sides of their lives is depicted. Principal Characters: Su, an intelligent girl who loves sports; Aysegul, a popular but manipulative girl; Cetin, a pessimistic student who seduces girls but does not want to be tied to a single girlfriend; Arzu, Su’s best friend (who is also envious of her); Ali, the neglected son of rich parents; and Demir, the student who loves cooking and photography but also has romantic feelings toward Su.

Cast: Sinem Kobal (Su Mabeynci), Burak Ozcivit (Cetin Atesoglu), Birjan Sokullu (Demir Karaman), Merve Bolugur (Aysegul Yalcin), Ipek Karapinar (Arzu Alpaslan), Kadir Dogulu (Ali Eraslan)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Little Women (drama, 9 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1970

United States: Syndication, 1971

Premise: An adaptation of the novel by Louisa May Alcott that is set in Concord, Massachusetts, during the 1860s and relates events in the lives of the close-knit March sisters: Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, the children of Marmee and Jonathan March. Other Regulars: Katharine, their aunt; Hannah, their maid; Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence, Amy’s romantic interest; Professor Friedrich Bhaer, Jo’s romantic interest; James Lawrence, Laurie’s grandfather; and Rogers, James’s butler.

Cast: Angela Down (Josephine “Jo” March), Jo Rowbottom (Margaret “Meg” March), Janina Faye (Amy March), Sarah Craze (Beth March), Stephanie Bidmead (Margaret “Marmee” March), Patrick Troughton (Jonathan March), Jean Anderson (Kathryn March), Stephen Turner (Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence), Frederick Jaeger (Professor Friedrich Bhaer), Pat Nye (Hannah), John Welsh (James Lawrence), Philip Raye (Rogers), Martin Jarvis (John Brooke)

U.S. TV Adaptations of the Louisa May Alcott Novel:


	Little Women (experiment, NBC, December 22, 1939). Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, the daughters of Margaret “Marmee” March and her husband, Jonathan, are followed as they live out their dreams in Concord, Massachusetts, during the 1860s.Cast: Molly Pearson (Margaret “Marmee” March), Joanna Post (Margaret “Meg” March), Flora Campbell (Josephine “Jo” March), Frances Reid (Elizabeth “Beth” March), Joyce Arling (Amy March), Robert Conners (Jonathan March), Charles Bryant (Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence), Linda Kane (Hannah), Wilton Graff (Friedrich Bhaer)


	Little Women (series, NBC, 1979). A look at the dreams, ambitions, and frustrations of the March sisters (Jo, Meg, Amy, and Beth) living in Concord, Massachusetts, during the 1860s. In the pilot episode, Beth, the gentle, shy, and frail sister, dies after being stricken by scarlet fever. Melissa, her cousin and identical look-alike, replaces her. Other Regulars: Margaret “Marmee” March, their mother; Reverend Jonathan March, Marmee’s husband; John Brooke, Meg’s husband; Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence, Amy’s husband; Professor Friedrich Bhaer, Jo’s fiancé; James Lawrence, Laurie’s grandfather; Aunt Kathryn March; Hannah, the March’s cook; and Amanda, James’s housekeeper.Cast: Susan Dey and Jessica Harper (Josephine “Jo” March), Meredith Baxter and Susan Walden (Margaret “Meg” March), Ann Dusenberry (Amy March), Eve Plumb (Beth March/Melissa Jane Driscoll), Dorothy McGuire (Margaret “Marmee” March), William Schallert (Reverend Jonathan March), Cliff Potts (John Brooke), Richard Gilliland (Theodore “Laurie” Lawrence), William Shatner and David Ackroyd (Professor Friedrich Bhaer), Robert Young (James Lawrence), Greer Garson and Mildred Natwick (Kathryn March), Virginia Gregg (Hannah), Maggie Malooly (Amanda)




The Littlest Hobo (adventure, 61 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Syndication, 1963–1965

United States: Syndication, 1964

Premise: The events that befall people who come in contact with the littlest of hobos, an apparently unowned German shepherd that wanders across Canada to help people in trouble (the dog has no permanent name; called various names by the people he meets).

Cast: London (the Littlest Hobo).

Notable Guests: Edgar Bergen, Tommy Rettig, Nita Talbot, Noah Beery Jr., Keenan Wynn, Darleen Carr, Gloria Talbott, Joan Freeman, Henry Gibson, Steve Brodie, Pamelyn Ferdin, Bill Williams, Keye Luke, Pat Harrington Jr., Herb Vigran, Ellen Corby

The Littlest Hobo (adventure, 114 episodes)

Country: Canada


Network/Airdate: CTV, 1979–1985

United States: Syndication, 1980

Premise: A revised version of the prior title that again follows the path of a wandering German shepherd as he helps people in trouble. Terry Bush performs the theme, “Maybe Tomorrow.”

Cast: London (the Littlest Hobo)

Notable Guests: Megan Follows, Susan Hogan, Andrew Prine, George Buza, Sean McCann, Donald O’Connor, Gordon Thomson, Monty Markham, Clarence Williams III, Leslie Nielsen, Barry Morse, Nehemiah Persoff, Patrick Macnee, Alan Hale Jr., Mimi Kuzak, Jack Carter, John Ireland, Keenan Wynn, Simon Oakland, Abe Vigoda, John Carradine, Anne Francis

The London Palladium (variety, 52 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1966–1968

United States: NBC, 1966. Five episodes that featured American actors were selected for broadcast.

Premise: Entertainment acts from the London Palladium Music Hall in England.

Host: Lorne Greene (May 26, 1966), Kate Smith (June 3, 1966), Jonathan Winters (June 30, 1966), Hugh O’Brian (July 15, 1966), Roger Moore (August 12, 1966). Regulars: The Mike Sammes Singers and the Paddy Stone Dancers. Orchestra: Jack Parnell.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Lost Girl (drama, 77 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Showcase, 2010–2015

United States: Syfy, 2012

Premise: The Fae are a species of succubus that prey on humans and consist of two orders: the Light and the Dark. (In folklore, a succubus is a frightening female demon who has the ability to appear in dreams or in human form to seduce men, usually through a sexual encounter. In modern fictionalized representations, a succubus is a woman who is conceived as an enchantress or seductress who has the ability to drain a human of their life force through a kiss.) A beautiful girl named Bo is one such succubus; at present, however, she has not chosen the Light or the Dark side and is seeking a way not to feed on humans. Kenzie, a street-smart schemer, is an ordinary girl who has befriended Bo and convinced her to use her abilities to help both humans and the Fae (by high authority, Kenzie has been declared Bo’s personal property to allow her to participate in the Fae society). Although Bo and Kenzie are close friends, there is no intimacy; Bo is bisexual and has bewitched a human doctor (Lauren) to teach her how to control her powers. Bo’s struggles to help those in need while at the same time navigating the inner workings of the Fae world and remain neutral are chronicled. Other Regulars: Nada, Lauren’s lover; Dyson, the police detective who is a centuries-old wolf shifter; Fitzpatrick “Trick” McCorrigan, the owner of the neutral Fae bar, the Dal Riata (allows both Light and Dark Fae to enter); Hale, Dyson’s partner, a siren who can control people with his whistle; Ebony, the leader of the Dark Fae; and the Ash, an evil Dark Fae.

Cast: Anna Silk (Bo), Ksenia Solo (Kenzie), Kristen Holden-Reid (Dyson), Zoie Palmer (Lauren), Rick Howland (Trick), K. C. Collins (Hale), Emmanuelle Vaugier (Ebony), Cle Bennett and Vincent Walsh (the Ash), Athena Karkanis (Nadia)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Love Thy Neighbour (comedy, 53 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1972–1976

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Eddie and Joan Booth are a working-class white couple; Bill and Barbie Reynolds are a middle-class black couple. They live in the suburban community of Twickenham in England and are also neighbors. Eddie and Bill work for the same factory, and the efforts of both couples, each with differing opinions on everything, to get along with one another are depicted.

Cast: Jack Smethurst (Eddie Booth), Gwendolyn Watts and Kate Williams (Joan Booth), Rudolph Walker (Bill Reynolds), Nina Baden-Semper (Barbie Reynolds)

U.S. Adaptation:

Love Thy Neighbor (series, ABC, 1973). At 327 North Robin Hood Road in the Sherwood Forest Estates in San Fernando, California, live Charlie Wilson and his wife, Peggy, a middle-class white couple. Charlie, a Democrat, is the shop steward at Turner Electronics. Living next door is Ferguson Bruce and his wife, Jackie, a black couple from Passaic, New Jersey, who are the first to move into an all-white neighborhood. Ferguson, a Republican, is the efficiency expert at Turner. Peggy and Jackie quickly become friends; Charlie and Ferguson, on the other hand, are friendly but distrustful of each other. Racial prejudices are satirized as the couples attempt to live as neighbors. The local bar hangout is Lenny’s Tap Room, and the Sherwood Forest Estates were named after the developer: he thought of himself 
as Robin Hood, only he stole from the poor and made himself rich. Solomon Burke sings the theme, “Love Thy Neighbor.”

Cast: Joyce Bulifant (Peggy Wilson), Ron Masak (Charlie Wilson), Janet MacLachlan (Jackie Bruce), Harrison Page (Ferguson Bruce)

Luther (crime drama, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2010–2020

United States: BBC America, 2010

Premise: John Luther, a detective chief inspector with the Serious Crime Unit (later the Serious and Serial Unit) of New Scotland Yard is followed as he uses his extraordinary intellect to solve gruesome crimes. Other Regulars: Zoe, John’s estranged wife, and Alice, the psychopath and killer whom John cannot arrest (lack of evidence) and who becomes his unlikely companion.

Cast: Idris Elba (John Luther), Ruth Wilson (Alice Morgan), Steven Mackintosh (Detective Ian Reed), Indira Varma (Zoe Luther), Saskia Reeves (Detective Rose Teller), Warren Brown (Detective Justin Ripley), Dermot Crowley (Detective Martin Schenk)

U.S. Adaptation:

Luther (Fox, 2014). A script proposal wherein producers Katherine Pope and Martin Chernin hoped to sign Marlon Wayans in the role of John Luther. When this failed, Mahershala Ali and Rosario Dawson were considered in a role reversal (a female now playing Luther), but Fox lost interest and dropped the project.




M

Maggie and the Ferocious Beast (cartoon, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Teletoon, 2000–2002

United States: Nickelodeon, 2003

Premise: Maggie is a five-year-old girl with a very active (and magic) imagination. She has two plush toys (Hamilton Hocks and the Ferocious Beast), and to enjoy adventures with them, she has created an imaginary world called Nowhere Land. Here, Hamilton (a pig) and the Beast become “real,” and stories follow Maggie as she uses her vivid imagination to create exciting adventures for herself and her come-to-life friends.

Voice Cast: Kristen Bone (Maggie), Stephen Ouimette (Beast), Michael Caruana (Hamilton Hocks)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The Magnificent Six and a Half (children, 18 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 1968–1972

United States: Syndication, 1970 (only season 1, 1968).

Premise: Steve, Whizz, Dumbo, Toby, Stodger, and Pee Wee are the Magnificent Six, and a young girl, Liz, is the Half, seven British children with only one goal: find fun and adventure wherever and anyway they can.

Cast: Len James (Steve), Michael Auderson (Whizz), Ian Ellis (Dumbo), Brinsley Forde (Toby), Lionel Hawkes (Stodger), Kim Tallmadge (Pee Wee), Suzanne Togni (Liz)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Maisy (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: CITV, 1999–2000

United States: Nickelodeon, 1999; Qubo, 2014

Premise: Maisy is a young female mouse with a quest for knowledge. She and her friends, Tallulah (a chick), Eddy (elephant), Charley (alligator), and Cyril (squirrel), do not speak, and stories follow their adventures as they explore the world around them.

Narrator: Brian Greene (U.S. version), Neil Morrissey (British version). Vocal Effects (Other Characters): David Collins, Shane Douglas.

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the above version.

Mako: Island of Secrets (68 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network Ten (2013), Network Eleven (2013–2016)

United States (under the title Mako Mermaids): Nickelodeon, 2015; Universal Kids, 2019

Premise: A spin-off from H20: Just Add Water (see title) that dealt with the activities of Sirena, Nixie, and Lyla, mermaids who live in the waters off Australia’s mysterious Mako Island (on the night of a full moon, its waters can transform human females into mermaids). Sirena, Nixie, and Lyla, charged with guarding the Moon Pool from trespassers, neglect their duties and allow a teenage boy (Zac) to discover the pool on the eve of a full moon. Zac is not affected at first, but the following morning when he comes in contact with water, he transforms into a merman. In punishment, Sirena, Nixie, and Lyla are banished from Mako Island and will be allowed to rejoin their mermaid pod only if they can reverse what happened to Zac. Sirena, Nixie, and Lyla, able to acquire legs when the water on their tails evaporates, are now land bound, and their efforts to rejoin their community on the Gold Coast or remain outcasts forever are depicted.

Beginning with season 2, Nixie and Lyla, believing they will never achieve their goal, leave the Gold Coast to search for a new home; Si-rena is then joined by Mako mermaids Ondina and Mimmi to help her in her quest to return to her original pod. Other Regulars: Evie, Zac’s girlfriend; Weilan, the Chinese mermaid (season 3) who finds her way to Mako Island but inadvertently unleashes a magic dragon; Erik, the merman (season 2) who befriends Sirena, Mimmi, and Ondini; Cam, Zac’s best friend; Rita, the high school teacher, a mermaid who helps the girls adjust to the human world; David, the owner of the hangout, the Ocean Café; and Carly, a café waitress.

Cast: Amy Ruffle (Sirena), Lucy Fry (Lyla), Ivy Latimer (Nixie), Chai Romruen (Zac Blakely), Isabel Durant (Ondina), Allie Bertram (Mimmi), Gemma Forsyth (Evie McLaren), Linda Ngo (Weilan), Alex Cubis (Erik), Dominic Deutscher (Cam Mitchell), Keith Atkinson (Rita Santos), Rowan Hills (David), Brooke Nicole Lee (Carly Morgan)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Mako Mermaids. See Mako: Island of Secrets.

Malory Towers (drama, 13 episodes)

Country: England, Canada

Network/Airdate: BBC (England), CBC (Canada), 2020

United States: BYU-TV, 2020

Premise: Darrell Rivers, the 12-year-old daughter of a doctor, has just been enrolled in Malory Towers, a British boarding school. Darrell, previously a student at St. Hilda’s, had been expelled (“asked to leave”) for pushing a teacher down a flight of stairs when actually the teacher, who disliked Darrell, tripped but accused Darrell of trying to harm her. Darrell has a temper, which she is trying to keep under control, and while she has made new friends (Alicia, Jean, Sally, Mary-Lou, Irene, and Katherine), she has also encountered the wrath of Gwen, a pampered student who feels she is above everyone else and simply dislikes Darrell (and will do anything to discredit her). Malory Towers, while a prestigious school, also has a reputation for being haunted by its founder, Lady Jane Malory (a situation Darrell has set as her goal to disprove). It is the fall of 1947, and Darrell’s experiences as she deals with life in a boarding school are depicted. Other Regulars: Miss Grayling, the headmistress; Matron, the woman who oversees students; Miss Dobbs and Mam’zelle Rougier, teachers; and Pamela, a student who helps Darrell with her studies (as Darrell suffers from word blindness, a situation where words appear unsteady to her).


Cast: Ella Bright (Darrell Rivers), Danya Griver (Gwendoline “Gwen” Mary Lacey), Zoey Siewert (Alicia Johns), Sienna Arif-Knights (Sally Hope), Imogen Lamb (Mary-Lou), Natasha Raphael (Irene), Twinkle Jaiswal (Katherine), Ashley McGuire (Matron), Jennifer Wigmore (Miss Grayling), Genevieve Beaudet (Mam’zelle Rougier), Imali Perera (Miss Potts), Hannah Saxby (Pamela Worthington)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Man About the House (comedy, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1973–1976

United States: Syndication, 1983

Premise: When their landlords, George and Mildred Roper, raise their rent and roommates Jo and Chrissy find they cannot afford it, they solve their problem by subletting their flat to Robin Tripp, a male culinary student. While George is opposed to two young women living with a man, Robin pretends to be gay to appease George and be allowed to stay. The events that befall Robin as he attempts to live with two beautiful women are depicted. Other Regulars: Larry Simmons, Robin’s friend; Jim, bartender at the Mucky Duck Saloon; and Norman Tripp, Robin’s brother.

Cast: Richard O’Sullivan (Robin Tripp), Sally Thomsett (Jo), Paula Wilcox (Chrissy Plummer), Brian Murphy (George Roper), Yootha Joyce (Mildred Roper), Doug Fisher (Larry Simmons), Michael Segal (Jim), Norman Eshley (Norman Tripp)

U.S. Adaptation:

Three’s Company (series, ABC, 1977). When their roommate Eleanor Garvey moves out and leaves Chrissy Snow and Janet Wood in a bind, they replace her with Jack Tripper, a male cooking student, in an attempt to afford the rent. Their landlord, Stanley Roper, is opposed to a man living with two women until he discovers that Jack is gay and allows him to stay. Jack, however, is straight, and his pretense to be gay sets the stage for events that place Jack in various situations that could expose the truth and get him evicted. Other Regulars: Larry Dallas, Jack’s friend; Helen Roper, Stanley’s wife (who knows but keeps Jack’s secret); and Ralph Furley, the landlord after the Ropers sell their apartment house (he too believes Jack is gay but is determined “to make a man out of him”). Cindy Snow later replaces Chrissy; Terri Alden then replaces Cindy.

Cast: John Ritter (Jack Tripper), Suzanne Somers (Chrissy Snow), Joyce DeWitt (Janet Wood), Jenilee Harrison (Cindy Snow), Priscilla Barnes (Terri Alden), Norman Fell (Stanley Roper), Audra Lindley (Helen Roper), Don Knotts (Ralph Furley), Richard Kline (Larry Dallas)


The Man from Snowy River (drama, 65 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1993–1996

United States: Family Channel, 1996 (as Snowy River: The McGregor Saga)

Premise: The struggles of a cattle rancher (Matt McGregor) and his family in the township of Peterson’s Ridge in Australia’s Snowy Ridge are depicted. Adapted from the Banjo Paterson poem “The Man from Snowy River” and not based on the feature film of the same title.

Cast: Andrew Clarke (Matt McGregor), Sheryl Munks (Emily McGregor), Brett Climo (Colin McGregor), Guy Pearce (Rob McGregor), Jolene Crnogorac and Kristie Raymond (Danni McGregor), Josh Lucas (Luke McGregor), Wendy Hughes (Kathleen O’Neil), Ben Geurens (Michael O’Neil), Amanda Douge (Victoria Blackwood), Rodney Bell (Frank Blackwood), John Stanton (Oliver Blackwood), Gabrielle Fitzpatrick (Montana Hale)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Man in a Suitcase (adventure, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1967–1968

United States: ABC, 1968

Premise: John McGill, a former American intelligence agent turned private detective, is based in London, England, and his case investigations, traveling to wherever the need be (sort of living out of a suitcase), are related.

Cast: Richard Bradford (John McGill)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Man of the World (drama, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1962–1963

United States: Syndication, 1963

Premise: Michael Strait, a world-renowned freelance photographer with a knack for finding trouble, is followed as he travels the globe to photograph incidents for newspapers as they happen and, more often than not, helping the troubled people connected with them. Maggie is his assistant.

Cast: Craig Stevens (Michael Strait), Tracy Reed (Maggie MacFarlane)

U.S. Adaptation:

Shirley’s World (series, ABC, 1971). Shirley Logan, an American photo-journalist for the London-based World Illustrated magazine, is followed as she covers stories in the world’s most exotic locales, from Japan to Spain to Hong Kong.


Cast: Shirley MacLaine (Shirley Logan), John Gregson (Dennis Croft, her editor)

Mapp and Lucia (drama, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 1985–1986

United States: PBS, 1986

Premise: Tilling-on-the-Sea is a small coastal town in Sussex, England. It is here that Elizabeth Mapp has established herself as the social model for the town; it is also here that Emmeline Lucas, called Lucia, has just relocated from London. Lucia views social norms in a different light, and the rivalry that erupts as two women with differing views attempt to implement what each believes is right is depicted.

Cast: Prunella Scales (Elizabeth Mapp), Geraldine McEwan (Emmeline Lucas), Mary MacLeod (Godiva “Diva” Plaistow), Nigel Hawthorne (Georgie Pillson), Denis Lill (Major Benjy Flint), Cecily Hobbs (Quaint Irene)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Marine Boy (cartoon, 13 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji TV, 1965–1966 (as Undersea Boy Marine)

United States: Syndication, 1966

Premise: Marine Boy, a youngster with the ability to breathe underwater (by chewing a special gum called Oxy-gum) and swim (with his propeller boots), is an agent for the Ocean Patrol, an organization dedicated to protecting the sea. He is assisted by Bolton and Piper, pilots of the submarine P-1, and their battle against evil is depicted. Other Regulars: Neptina, a topless mermaid (her flowing hair covers her breasts) who can foresee the future (through a magic pearl necklace she wears); Splasher, the unit’s dolphin; Professor Fumble, the unit’s scientist; and Dr. Mariner, the head of the foundation.

English Voice Cast: Corinne Orr (Marine Boy/Neptina/CliCli), Jack Grimes (Professor Fumble/Splasher), Peter Fernandez (Piper/Dr. Mariner), Jack Curtis (Bolton)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

McLeod’s Daughters (drama, 224 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 2001–2009

United States: WE-TV, 2005

Premise: Drover’s Run is a vast Australian cattle ranch owned by Claire McLeod and Tess Silverman McLeod, estranged half sisters who were reunited after 20 years when they inherited the ranch. Their efforts to put their past differences aside and work together to keep their family legacy alive are depicted. Other Regulars: Charlotte, Claire’s daughter; Jodi Fountain and Becky Howard, farmhands; Meg Fountain, Becky’s mother and the McLeods’ housekeeper; Regan McLeod, Tess and Jodi’s cousin; Nick and Alex Ryan, the McLeods’ neighbors; Kate Manfredi, a farmhand; and Moria Doyle, the housekeeper (season 6).

Cast: Bridie Carter (Tess Silverman McLeod), Lisa Campbell (Claire McLeod), Jessica Napier (Becky Howard), Rachael Carpani (Jodi Fountain), Sonia Todd (Meg Fountain), Sonia Brooke Stacy-Clark, Kaitlyn Stacy-Clark, and Tahlia Stacy-Clark (Charlotte McLeod), Michala Banas (Kate Manfredi), Zoe Naylor (Regan McLeod), Aaron Jeffrey (Alex Ryan), Doris Younane (Moria Doyle), Jonny Pasvolsky (Rob Shelton), Brett Tucker (Dave Brewer)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Merlin (adventure, 65 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2008–2012

United States: NBC, 2009; Syfy, 2010

Premise: A retelling of the Arthurian legend (normally the legend of King Arthur and his rule over Camelot is set in the Dark Ages, but here the setting has been changed to fifteenth-century England). Arthur is depicted as a teenage prince, and his father, King Uther, rules the land. King Uther has outlawed magic and has imprisoned the last talking dragon. It is at this time that a teenage Merlin (who is destined to become the greatest wizard in the world) arrives at the pre-famous Camelot to fulfill his destiny and protect the arrogant Prince Arthur so that he may live to rule the future Camelot. Merlin has been sent by his mother and must keep his magical abilities a secret. He is cared for by Gaius, the court physician and former sorcerer, who is aware of Merlin’s secret. The imprisoned dragon, which Merlin befriends and visits when he needs advice, is also aware of Merlin’s secret and destiny. Merlin is followed as he seeks to fulfill not only his destiny but also that of the future king of Camelot. Other Regulars: Morgana, King Uther’s ward (daughter of his late best friend; like Merlin, she has powers [ability to see the future] but must keep them a secret); Guinevere (called Gwen), Morgana’s maid (but also her best friend; Gwen came from a poor family, and, unknown to her at this time, she is destined to become the future queen of Camelot); and Nimueh, a powerful sorceress who is determined to overthrow King Uther and restore magic to Camelot.


Cast: Colin Morgan (Merlin), Bradley James (Prince Arthur), Anthony Head (King Uther), Richard Wilson (Gaius), Katie McGrath (Morgana), Angela Coulby (Guinevere), Michelle Ryan (Nimueh), John Hurt (voice of the Dragon)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Midsomer Murders (crime drama, 126 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1997–2020

United States: A&E, 1998; PBS, 2019

Premise: Midsomer is a picturesque (but fictional) county in England that appears to be serene but is actually a community beset by crimes, including murder. Tom Barnaby, a detective chief inspector, is followed as he risks his life to keep the villages of Midsomer safe. Tom is later replaced by his cousin, John Barnaby, and several detectives: Gavin Troy, Charlie Nelson, Dan Scott, Ben Jones, and Jamie Winter.

Cast: John Nettles (Tom Barnaby), Jane Wymark (Joyce Barnaby), Neil Dudgeon (John Barnaby), Fiona Dolman (Sarah Barnaby), Laura Howard (Cully Barnaby), Isabel Shaw (Betty Barnaby), Jason Hughes (Ben Jones), Daniel Casey (Gavin Troy), Nick Hendrix (Jamie Winter), Gwilym Lee (Charlie Nelson), John Hopkins (Dan Scott)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Miraculous Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir (cartoon, 79 episodes)

Country: France, Japan South Korea

Network/Airdate: TFI (France), EBS 1 (South Korea), 2015–2020

United States: Disney Channel, 2015.

Premise: Marinette Dupain-Cheng is a student (studying fashion design) at College Francoise-Dupon in Paris, France. She is pretty and a bit awkward and has the ability to transform into the superhero Ladybug. Adrien Agreste, Marinette’s classmate and a model for his father’s clothing store, has the ability to transform into the superhero Cat Noir (“Black Cat”). Each, however, is unaware of the other’s secret identity, and the program chronicles their efforts to defend Paris from the evils that threaten to destroy it, in particular Hawk Moth, who seeks to control the city by using butterflies, infused with black energy, to transform people into super villains. Other Regulars: Tikki, a mysterious humanoid (a Kwami) that grants Marinette her powers (she conceals herself in the black earrings Marinette wears); Plagg, Adrien’s Kwami, who conceals himself as a ring and grants Adrien his powers; Alya and Chloe, Marinette’s friends; and Nino, Adrien’s friend.

English Voice Cast: Cristina Vee (Marinette/Ladybug), Bryce Papen-brook (Adrien/Cat Noir), Mela Lee (Tikki), Max Mittelman (Plagg), Keith Silverstein (Hawk Moth), Selah Victor (Chloe Bourgeois), Carrie Keranen (Alya Cesaire), Benjamin Diskin (Nino Lahiffe)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Miranda (comedy, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2009–2015

United States: Hulu, 2020

Premise: Miranda is 35 years old, often mistaken for a man, and addressed as “Sir” (she stands 6 feet, 1 inch tall) and feels she is a constant disappointment to her mother (Penny), who dislikes the fact that she is without a husband or a proper job. Miranda’s life changes when she inherits money and purchases a joke/gift shop rather than investing in something that would please her mother. Miranda lacks business acumen and hires her childhood girlfriend, Stevie, to run the business, and her attempts to live a life that pleases herself are depicted. Other Regulars: Clive, owner of the restaurant next door; Gary Preston, the chef (later purchases the restaurant); Michael, the local reporter; and Fanny, Miranda’s friend.

Cast: Miranda Hart (Miranda), Patricia Hodge (Penny), Sally Phillips (Tilly), Katy Wix (Fanny), Sarah Hadland (Stevie Sutton), James Holmes (Clive Evans), Tom Ellis (Gary Preston), Bo Poraj (Michael Jackford)

U.S. Adaptation: Call Me Kat (CBS, 2021). Katherine Edith “Kat” Silver, a 39-year-old single woman struggling to fulfill her life, quits her job as a math professor and with money she inherited from her late father incorporates her love of felines into a business she calls Kat’s Cat Café in Louisville, Kentucky. Kat’s mother, Sheila, is at a loss of words for what she did, but Kat, who talks directly to the home audience, seems pleased, and her mishaps as she attempts to run a café that caters to felines and their owners are depicted. Other Regulars: Phil, the café baker; Randi, a café waitress; and Max, the bartender at Middle C, a bar owned by Carter.

Cast: Mayim Bialik (Kat Silver), Swoosie Kurtz (Sheila), Leslie Jordan (Phil), Kyla Pratt (Randi), Cheyenne Jackson (Max), Julian Gant (Carter)

Miss BG (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada, France

Network/Airdate: CBC Kids, France 5, 2005–2008

United States: Qubo, 2008

Premise: Bella Gloria Baxter (although the BG is also said to stand for Big Girl) is an eight-year-old girl who lives with her younger brother, George (who has a pet hamster named Albert), and her parents, Charlotte, a magazine reporter, and her father, Jeffrey, a veterinarian. Her adventures as she just tries to be a normal, non-mischievous young girl are depicted. Other Regulars: Alice, BG’s aunt; Alex and Gad, BG’s best friends; Brittany Ann, BG’s schoolmate, a rich girl who looks down on her; Kayla, Brittany Ann’s friend; Mr. Mansour, Gad’s father, the owner of the local grocery store; Robbie, Alex’s older brother; and Terri, BG and George’s teenage babysitter.

English Voice Cast: Hannah Endicott-Douglas (Miss BG), Nissae Isen (George), Cameron Ansell (Gad), Billy Rosemberg (Alex), Susan Roman (Charlotte), Neil Crone (Jeffrey), Stephanie Morganstern (Aunt Alice), Rebecca Brenner (Brittany Ann), Melanie Tonello (Kayla), Laura de Carteret (Brittany Ann’s mother), Leah Cudmore (Terri), Juan Chioran (Mr. Mansour)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (crime drama, 34 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC, 2012–2015

United States: Ovation, 2019

Premise: Phryne Fisher is a glamorous woman living in Melbourne, Australia (late 1920s), and earning a living as a private detective. It is a time when women did not hold such positions, and Phryne’s efforts to solve the problems of her clients are depicted. Other Regulars: Dorothy, Phryne’s companion; Mr. Butler, Phryne’s man servant; and Jack and Hugh, the police officials whom Phryne assists.

Cast: Essie Davis (Phryne Fisher), Nathan Page (Detective Inspector John “Jack” Robinson), Hugo Johnstone-Burt (Constable Hugh Collins), Richard Bligh (Mr. Butler)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Miss Jones and Son (comedy, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1977–1978

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Elizabeth Jones, an unwed woman with a young son (Rolland “Rollie” Jones), suddenly finds her life changing (again) when her boyfriend deserts her and she must raise Rollie alone. Her parents are quite disapproving of her affair and offer little support (although she does receive help from her neighbor, Geoffrey), and Elizabeth’s efforts to cope with all the circumstances she now faces are depicted.

Cast: Paula Wilcox (Elizabeth Jones), Christopher Beeny (Geoffrey), Charlotte Mitchell (Elizabeth’s mother), Norman Bird (Elizabeth’s father)


U.S. Adaptation:

Miss Winslow and Son (series, CBS, 1979). Several months after the birth of her son (Edmund), Susan Winslow, a pretty single mother, acquires a job as a commercial artist with the Callahan Agency. Her efforts to make a life for herself and her baby are depicted. Other Regulars: Harold, Susan’s fussy neighbor; Warren and Evelyn, Susan’s parents; Joseph Callahan, Susan’s boss; and Rosa and Angelo, Susan’s friends.

Cast: Darleen Carr (Susan Winslow), Roscoe Lee Browne (Harold Neistader), Elliott Reid (Warren Winslow), Sarah Marshall (Evelyn Winslow), William Bogert (Joseph Callahan), Ellen Sherman (Rosa Vallone), Joe Rassulo (Angelo Vallone), Benjamin Margolis (Edmund Winslow)

Miss Marple (crime drama, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1984–1992

United States: PBS, 1984

Premise: Jane Marple, an elderly widow most always referred to as Miss Marple, is an amateur detective who uses her expertise to help the police solve crimes. While her quirky attitude is not her best quality, she does befriend and help two London police officers, Inspector Slack and Constable Lake, investigate cases.

Cast: Joan Hickson (Jane Marple), David Horovitch (Inspector Slack), Ian Brimble (Constable Lake)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Miss Spider’s Sunny Patch Friends (cartoon, 44 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Teletoon, 2004–2008

United States: Nickelodeon, 2004; Qubo, 2006

Premise: Miss Spider and Holley are spiders who live in the Hollow Tree in Sunny Patch. They are the parents of Squirt, Wiggle, Spinner, and twins Pansy and Snowdrop and the adoptive parents of Dragon, Shimmer, and Bounce. Stories follow Miss Spider and Holley as they attempt to be good parents to a brood of very different children. Squirt is always seeking adventure, Wiggle is shy and introverted, Spinner is very smart, Pansy and Snowdrop may look alike but have totally different personalities, Shimmer is a brightly colored jewel beetle, Dragon is a dragonfly who tends to be a bit mean to others, and Bounce loves to eat. Other Characters: Grandma Betty Beetle, Beetrice the Queen Bee, and the lazy ants Ned and Ted.

Voice Cast: Kristin Davis (Miss Spider), Robert Smith (Holley), Scott Beaudin (Squirt), Rebecca Brenner (Shimmer), Mitchell Eisner (Dragon), Julie Lemieux (Bounce), Marc McMulkin (Wiggle), Austin Di Iulio (Spinner), Alexandra Lai (Snowdrop), Tony Jay (Spiderus), Kristina Nicoll (Spindella), Catherine Gallant (Queen Beetrice), Philip Williams (Ned/Ted)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Missing (drama, 16 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2014–2016

United States: Starz, 2014

Premise: The program is presented like an anthology with each season focusing on the search for missing children. Season 1, set in France, tells of a British father (Tony Hughes) who loses sight of his five-year-old son (Oliver) on a crowded street, and soon his and his wife’s (Emily) worse fears come to light: Oliver has been kidnapped. Although a police investigation fails to uncover any suspects or find Oliver, Tony doesn’t give up and begins his own investigation to find him.

Season 2, set in Morocco in 2014, tells of Alice Webster, the daughter of Sam and Gemma Webster, who mysteriously disappeared in 2003 but reemerged in the present day with a story that she had been held captive with Sophie Giroux, a French girl who disappeared at the same time. Julien Baptiste, the French detective who was assigned to the case but was unable to solve it, reopens it when Alice reappears, with his efforts to find answers and what actually happened to the girls being depicted.

Season 1 Cast: James Nesbitt (Tony Hughes), Frances O’Connor (Emily Hughes), Tcheky Karyo (Detective Julien Baptiste), Oliver Hunt (Oliver Hughes), Jason Flemyng (Mark Walsh), Ken Scott (Ian Garrett), Diana Quick (Mary Garrett)

Season 2 Cast: David Morrissey (Sam Webster), Keeley Hawes (Gemma Webster), Tcheky Karyo (Julien Baptiste), Anastasia Hille (Celia Baptiste), Abigail Hardingham (Alice Webster/Sophie Giroux), Chelsea Edge (the real Alice Webster), Madi Linnard (young Alice Webster), Eulalie Trillet (young Sophie Giroux)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Mr. and Mrs. Murder (13 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network Ten, 2013

United States: Retro TV, 2015

Premise: Nicola and Charlie Buchanan are a married couple who operate an industrial cleaning service that specializes in crime scenes. Nicola and Charlie consider themselves amateur sleuths and take it on themselves to investigate murders based on the evidence they find while cleansing a scene. Episodes chart the cases that Nicola and Charlie find intriguing and how their amateur expertise actually solves crimes that the police cannot.

Cast: Kat Stewart (Nicola Buchanan), Shaun Micallef (Charlie Buchanan), Jonny Pasvolsky (Detective Peter Vinetti)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but the script proposal Bone House (CW, 2014) used a similar unsettling format: siblings who own a private autopsy company and take it on themselves to solve crimes when autopsy results suggest foul play. Set to be produced by Jerry Bruckheimer and Jonathan Littman.

Mr. Bean (comedy, 15 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Thames Television, 1990–1992; Central Independent Television, 1993–1995

United States: PBS, 1992

Premise: He is known only as Mr. Bean (no first name given). He lives in Apartment 2 at 12 Arbour Road in Highbury (North London, England) with Teddy, a teddy bear that appears to be his security blanket. He is fully grown but childlike in everything else. He could be considered a buffoon for all the trouble he gets into (but manages to get out of using his wits). But no matter what Mr. Bean does, it seems to be something new to him, and he must experiment with it to understand it (thus the comical situations). Is Mr. Bean an alien sent to Earth to learn its culture? The opening theme leads one to believe so, as he is seen falling from the sky in a beam of light. Or was he just “born yesterday” and totally ignorant about the things that surround him in his everyday life? This, along with what he does for a living, is not revealed. Mr. Bean wears a tweed suit with red tie and drives a British Leland Mini. He also rarely speaks, and the comedy is completely visual. Irma Gobb is the only human Mr. Bean appears to be fond of. Although he treats her with little respect (he sees her only as a friend), she sees him in a romantic light. Mr. Bean is followed as he goes about exploring the world about him—and getting into endless mischief doing so.

Cast: Rowan Atkinson (Mr. Bean), Matilda Ziegler (Irma Gobb)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Note: In 2002, ITV aired Mr. Bean: The Animated Series, which follows the same format but adds Mrs. Wicket, Mr. Bean’s mean and elderly landlady, and Scrapper, her one-eyed, mean cat, who also despises Mr. Bean. Irma is Mr. Bean’s long-suffering girlfriend, and Teddy is Mr. Bean’s teddy bear security blanket.

Voice Cast: Rowan Atkinson (Mr. Bean), Matilda Ziegler (Irma Gobb), Sally Grace (Mrs. Wicket)


Mistresses (drama, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2008–2010

United States: BBC America, 2009

Premise: Events in the lives of four thirty-something British women who have been friends since college: Kate, a well-respected doctor; Trudi, a 9/11 widow who is unable to achieve closure (her husband’s remains were never found); Siobhan, a successful lawyer and happily married to Hari; and Jessica, a fun-loving girl with an insatiable sexual appetite whose goal is to avoid marriage (she later finds herself becoming attracted to women despite the fact that she is a mistress to her married boss, Simon).

Cast: Sarah Parish (Kate Roden), Sharon Small (Trudi Malloy), Orla Brady (Siobhan Dillon), Shelley Conn (Jessica), Raza Jeffrey (Hari Malloy), Adam Astill (Simon), Max Brown (Sam Grey), Preeya Kalidas (Carrie), Lizzie Watkins (Amy), Anna Torv (Alex), Chris Garner (Dr. Rob Carrington), Joanne McQuinn (Sally Moore), Alys Thomas (Lisa), Adam Rayner (Dominic), Patrick Baladi (Richard)

U.S. Adaptation: Mistresses, an unaired pilot film produced for Lifetime in 2008 that charts the struggles of several friends from college through their adult years.

Cast: Brooke Burns (Shannon), Camille Sullivan (Kate), Holly Marie Combs (Jane), Rochelle Aytes (Ava)

Moll Flanders (drama, 4 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1976

United States: PBS, 1980

Premise: An adaptation of the novel by Daniel DeFoe that traces the life of Moll Flanders, a seventeenth-century woman who was married five times, 12 years a prostitute, and 12 years a thief. Also known as The Fortunes and Misfortunes of Moll Flanders.

Cast: Julia Foster (Moll Flanders), Karin MacCarthy (Meg), Patrick Newell (Thomas), Paul Lavers (Robin), Ian Ogilvy (Humphrey Oliver), David Bentley (Henry), Lynne Jones (Catherine), Kenneth Haigh (Jeremy Earl), Diana Fairfax (Lady Verney), Jeremy Clyde (Edward), Sheila Reid (Jenny)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Monty Python’s Flying Circus (comedy, 45 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC One (1969–1973), BBC Two (1974)

United States: PBS, 1974


Premise: An absolutely meaningless title for a program of tasteless, uneven, and insane material that for the most part is ingeniously interwoven into an intellectual and entertaining program (some skits will cause doubts as to what happened, as the material is strictly British and not tailored to American audiences).

Cast: John Cleese, Graham Chapman, Eric Idle, Terry Gilliam, Terry Jones, Michael Palin. Regulars: Carol Cleveland, Donna Reading, Katy Wayech, Dick Vosburgh, Rita Davis, Niki Howorth, Sandra Richards, Ian Davidson, the Fred Tomalson Singers.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Morecombe and Wise Show (comedy, 71 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1968–1977

United States: Syndication, 1980

Premise: Adult-oriented skits that satirize everyday life.

Hosts: Eric Morecombe and Ernie Wise. Regulars: Ann Hamilton, Kenny Ball, and Peter Hansen.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Murdoch Mysteries (crime drama, 211 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: City-TV, CBC, 2008–2020

United States: Ovation, 2013 (under the title The Artful Dodger); Cozi TV, 2016; Retro TV, 2018

Premise: William Murdoch is a detective with the Toronto (Canada) Constabulary who solves crimes with methods and technology that were uncommon or even unknown at the time (1895; these include “Finger Marks” [fingerprinting], DNA testing, and surveillance). Murdoch, also capable of improving on existing technology to accomplish his means, is assisted by Inspector Brackenreid, Dr. Julia Ogden, and Constable George Crabtree; Dr. Emily Grace later replaces Julia when she marries Dr. Darcy Garland.

Cast: Yannick Bisson (Detective William Murdoch), Helene Joy (Dr. Julia Ogden), Thomas Craig (Inspector Thomas Brackenreid), Jonny Harris (Constable George Crabtree), Lachlan Murdoch (Constable Henry Higgins), Georgina Reilly (Dr. Emily Grace), Arwen Humphreys (Margaret Brackenreid)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Murphy’s Law (crime drama, 23 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2001–2007


United States: BBC America, 2004

Premise: Tommy Murphy, an undercover detective in Northern Ireland, is a man who drinks, has an eye for the ladies, uses (for the most part) his own name on assignments (and in the same city), and acquires cases that take a considerable amount of time to resolve. He also appears to have mental issues, as he failed a psychiatric assessment (which may be attributed to the death of his daughter by criminals). Murphy does, however, have the ability to blend into situations, and his efforts to solve major crimes are depicted.

Cast: James Nesbitt (Detective Tommy Murphy), Claudia Harrison (Detective Annie Guthrie), Sarah Berger (Detective Hilary Clark), Michael Feast (Detective Edward Rees), Robbie Gee (Detective John Atwood), Francis Magee (Detective Derek Warren), Andrea Lowe (Detective Kim Goodall)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above title. In 1988, ABC presented a series called Murphy’s Law with George Segal as Patrick Murphy, an insurance investigator for the First Fidelity Casualty Insurance Company in San Francisco.

My Babysitter’s a Vampire (comedy, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Teletoon, 2011–2012

United States: Disney Channel, 2011

Premise: Sarah, a teenage girl attending Whitechapel High School, is best friends with Erica and earns money babysitting fellow student Ethan and his younger sister Jane (Ethan’s parents feel Ethan is too immature to be left alone). Sarah, however, is not an ordinary girl; she is a fledging vampire (not yet addicted to human blood) who was turned by Jesse, the head of a “gang of vampires.” When Ethan and his friend Benny see that Sarah’s image does not appear in a mirror, they realize what she is. By coincidence, Benny’s grandmother is an Earth Priestess who, to help Sarah, formulates a blood substitute to allow her to live without killing humans. Ethan also learns that he is connected to Sarah. When he touches her, he has visions of the future (he learns from Benny’s grandmother that he is destined to be a Seer). Benny’s grandmother then gives him a book of magic spells that he, Sarah, and Ethan use to destroy evil that appears as everyday things in Whitechapel.

Cast: Vanessa Morgan (Sarah), Matthew Knight (Ethan Morgan), Atticus Mitchell (Benny Weir), Ella Farlinger (Jane Morgan, Ethan’s sister), Laura DeCarteret (Samantha Morgan, Ethan’s mother), Ari Cohen (Ross Morgan, Ethan’s father), Kate Todd (Erica Jones), Cameron Kennedy (Rory, Erica’s boyfriend), Joan Gregson (Grandma), Hrant Alianak (Principal Hicks)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


My Family (comedy, 120 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2000–2011

United States: BBC America, 2005

Premise: Ben Harper, a dentist; his wife, Susan; and their children, Nick, Janey, and Michael, live in the community of Chiswick (in West London, England). Ben is a patient man and puts up with all the situations that his family, especially his children, present to him but longs for days of peace and quiet when his children finally leave the nest. Susan is a control freak who can manipulate Ben to get what she wants. Nick, the eldest child, is a slacker and apparently unable to hold down the simplest of jobs. Janey, a fashion-conscious teenage girl, is forever in need of money, especially when she becomes a freshman at Manchester University (at which time she becomes pregnant, is expelled, and has an infant son, Kenzo Harper). Michael, the youngest (later revealed to be gay), is somewhat of a geek and feels he is the smartest one in the family. Abi, Ben’s dim-witted first cousin, later becomes a member of the family. Roger, a dentist who works in the same building as Ben, fell for Abi and married her (but a short time later, they divorced, and Abi became a nun). Brigitte is Ben’s dental assistant.

Cast: Robert Lindsay (Ben Harper), Zoe Wanamaker (Susan Harper), Kris Marshall (Nick Harper), Daniela Denby-Ashe (Janey Harper), Gabriel Thomson (Michael Harper), Siobhan Hayes (Abi Harper), Keiron Self (Roger Bailey), Tayler Marshall (Kenzo Harper), Daisy Donovan (Brigitte McKay)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

My Partner the Ghost. See Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased).

My Secret Identity (comedy, 72 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1988–1991

United States: Syndication, 1988

Premise: The house at 43 Meadow Drive in Briarwood, Canada, is owned by Stephanie Clemens, a real estate agent and the divorced mother of two children, Andrew and Erin. Their neighbor, Dr. Benjamin Jeffcoat, the fifth-smartest man in the world, is conducting an experiment when Andrew is accidentally bombarded with blue rays from an experiment he is conducting. Andrew suddenly develops amazing powers of speed and strength and, with Benjamin’s help, decides to use his new abilities to foil evil as Ultraman (after his favorite comic book hero). Andrew attends Briarwood High School and hangs out at the Burger Barn; Ruth Shellenbach is Benjamin’s nosy neighbor.


Cast: Jerry O’Connell (Andrew Clements), Wanda Cannon (Stephanie Clements), Marsha Moreau (Erin Clements), Derek McGrath (Dr. Benjamin Jeffcoat), Elizabeth Leslie (Ruth Shellenbach)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Mysteries of Alfred Hedgehog (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada, France

Network/Airdate: TVO, 2010

United States: Qubo, 2010

Premise: Gnarly Woods is an area where mysteries abound. It is here that Alfred Hedgehog, a 10-year-old hedgehog with the mind of Sherlock Holmes, lives. He and his two best friends, Camille and Milo, constantly stumble on mysteries (like trees turning blue, giant footprints, and fish raining from the sky), and their efforts to uncover the reason behind the strange occurrences are depicted.

Voice Cast: Carolina Bartczak (Alfred Hedgehog), Angela Galuppo (Milo Skunk), Emma Taylor-Isherwood (Camille Wallaby), Lisa Norton (Cynthia Payne), Gracie Orr (Lily Hedgehog, Alfred’s sister), Claudia Besso (Alfred’s mother)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




N

Naturally Sadie (comedy, 65 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Family Channel, 2005–2007

United States: Disney Channel, 2005

Premise: Is being smart the new “in” thing for a pretty teenage girl? Sadie Hawthorne, a student at R.B. Bennett High School, is determined to find an answer to that question. Sadie loves not only nature but also studying and observing animals (“I’m amazed by everything that is wild—animals, bugs, and even the wild people in my own life. Guess it just comes … naturally”). While Sadie’s dream is rather weird (“to go to the rain forest to study bugs and fungus and weird microbes”), she uses her research in studying animals and their behavior to analyze people (mostly her schoolmates) and help them overcome any problem they may have—a situation that seems sound—until Sadie intervenes and mishap occurs. Other Regulars: Margaret, Sadie’s best friend; Rain, Sadie’s friend, who is working on a “master plan for success”; Hal, Sadie’s older brother; Jean, Sadie’s mother, a novelist; and Walter, Sadie’s father, an engineer.


Cast: Charlotte Arnold (Sadie Hawthorne), Collette Micks (Jean Hawthorne), Justin Bradley (Hal Hawthorne), Richard Clarkin (Walter Hawthorne), Michael D’Ascenzo (Rain Papadaki), Jasmine Richards (Margaret Browning-Levesque)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ned’s Newt (cartoon, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada, Germany

Network/Airdate: Teletoon, 1997–1999

United States: Fox Kids, 1997

Premise: Newton, a four-inch salamander (a newt), is the pet of Ned Flemkin, a young boy who finds his life changing for the worse when he feeds Zippo Newt Food to Newton and it transforms him into a mischievous, fun-loving (and gluttonous), 500-pound monster. In his increased size, Newton has become very curious and loves to explore, causing numerous problems for Ned, especially when Newton returns to his normal size when he is unable to handle things. Ned’s efforts to not only hide the fact that Newton is a monster but also solve the problems he causes are depicted. Eric and Sharon are Ned’s parents (who are unaware of Newton’s actual size); Linda, Renfrew, and Doogle are Ned’s friends.

Voice Cast: Tracey Moore (Ned Flemkin), Harland Williams, Ron Pardo (Newton), Carolyn Scott (Sharon Flemkin), Peter Keleghan (Eric Flemkin), Tracy Ryan (Linda Bliss), Colin O’Meara (Renfrew), Colin O’Meara (Doogle)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The New Adventures of Black Beauty (adventure, 52 episodes)

Country: Australia, New Zealand

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1990–1992

United States: Retro TV, 2009

Premise: A sequel to The Adventures of Black Beauty (see title) that is actually two totally different series, divided into series 1 and series 2 (airing in the United States as Black Beauty) with the only common denominator being the horse, Black Beauty.

Series 1: Jennifer “Jenny” Gordon, the daughter of Dr. James Gordon, is now a veterinarian and married to Nigel Denning. She is also a mother to Victoria (“Vicky”), Nigel’s daughter from a previous marriage to Sarah Fordham, who died several years ago in the early 1900s. As Jennifer, Vicky, and Nigel leave London, England, to return to his farm in New Zealand (James remains behind), Vicky’s life changes when a black stallion, almost identical to the horse (Black Beauty) she had in England, mysteriously appears at the farm. A bond between Vicky and the horse, which she names Black Beauty, develops, and their adventures are depicted.

Series 2: Isabelle “Bella” Barrett is a young girl living in an orphanage who has only one goal: to escape from the horrible conditions under which she and others like her must live. After several failed attempts to escape, Bella manages to achieve her goal and, to avoid capture, stows away on a merchant vessel (Astoria). Bella remains undetected, but a sudden storm at sea causes the Astoria to hit a reef and break up. Bella manages to swim to shore and is found by Dr. Austin, the owner of a farm in Australia. It is here, as she recovers, that she becomes friendly with a horse owned by the doctor but is diagnosed with amnesia, and only over time will her memory return. As Bella comes under the care of Dr. Austin, she becomes a part of farm life, and her adventures with the horse (Black Beauty) are depicted.

Cast (series 1, 1990–1992): Stacy Dorning (Dr. Jenny Denning), Amber McWilliams (Victoria Denning), Christian Burgess (Nigel Denning), William Lucas (Dr. James Gordon), Gedeon Burkhard (Manfred Groenwald), David Bradshaw (Frank Coats), Ilona Rodgers (Hilda Burton), Bill Kerr (Samuel Burton)

Cast (series 2, 1992): Rebecca Gooden (Isabelle Barrett), Peter Bensley (Dr. Austin), Tyler-Jane Mitchel (Kathy), Henry Salter (Sergeant Pickles), Jennifer Kent (Aunt Caroline)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The New Adventures of Ocean Girl (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network 10, 2000

United States: Syndication, 2000

Premise: An animated version of the live-action series Ocean Girl (see entry) that changes the original concept. Here Neri is a princess (daughter of King Nemon) and lives on a planet of water (Oceana) that is kept in balance by a series of crystal keys guarded by sacred whales. Galiel, an evil space wizard, is seeking the crystals to gain absolute power. When Galiel tricks the whales and manages to steal one of the crystals, it upsets the planet’s balance and causes it to become totally immersed in water. Neri is followed as she embarks on a mission to stop Galiel from acquiring the other crystals and return the crystal he has stolen to save her planet.

Voice Cast: Marnie Reece-Wilmore (Princess Neri), Michael Carman (Galiel), Dennis Pryor (King Nemon), Stephen Whittaker (Moza), Samuel L. Jackson (Prince Jobah), Gary Files (Zardor), Marg Downey (Elgar), Doug Trimlett (Neanda), Sigrid Thornton (narrator)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The New Avengers (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1976–1977

United States: CBS, 1978

Premise: An update of The Avengers (see entry) that continues the British government’s battle against diabolical villains as seen through the assignments of Ministry agents John Steed, Purdy, and Mike Gambit. Steed, a master of Old World charm and courtesy, lives at 3 Stable Mews in London, England, and directs operations from his country estate, Steed’s Stud. Purdy, named after the world’s most respected and expensive shotgun, was born in India and is the daughter of a British brigadier. Following the death of her father (shot as a spy after joining the Secret Service), Purdy, who is well versed in the martial arts and an expert on firearms, joined the Ministry. Mike Gambit served with the British army (Parachute Regiment) and the Special Air Services. He is knowledgeable in guerrilla warfare and was a professional race car driver before joining the Ministry. He is also an expert in unarmed combat and a skilled pilot, shot, and archer.

Cast: Patrick Macnee (John Steed), Joanna Lumley (Purdy), Gareth Hunt (Mike Gambit)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Night Heat (crime drama, 96 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1985–1989

United States: CBS, 1985

Premise: The rewards, frustrations, and comradeship of the detectives who work the night beat of Toronto, Canada’s, Midtown South Police Station are depicted through the experiences of Tom Kirkwood, a reporter (of the column “Night Heat”) for a newspaper called The Eagle. Other Regulars (in addition to the detectives listed in the cast): Nicole, the owner of the local hangout, Nicole’s Bar; Helen Hogan, the wife of Lieutenant Bob Hogan; Bob Hogan Jr., Bob’s son; and Dorothy Fredericks, the prosecuting attorney. B. J. Cook performs the theme, “Night Heat.”

Cast: Allan Royal (Tom Kirkwood), Jeff Wincott (Detective Frank Giam-bone), Scott Hylands (Detective Kevin O’Brien), Lynda Mason Green (Detective Florence “Fleece” Toland), Wendy Crewson (Dorothy Fredericks), Sean McCann (Lieutenant Bob Hogan), Stephen Mendel (Detective Freddie Carson), Eugene Clark (Detective Colby Burns), Susan Hogan (Nicole), Debra Grover (Officer Elaine Jeffers), Maxine Miller (Helen Hogan), Louise Vallance (Officer Stephanie Brody), Robert McClure (Robert Hogan Jr.)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The 1900 House (reality, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 1999–2000

United States: PBS, 1999

Premise: Paul and Kathryn Bowler, the parents of Ruth, Hilary, and Joseph, are placed in a house just as it would have appeared in 1900. The family must wear clothes of the era and live just as a real family would have at the time (they are not permitted to use any items invented after 1900). Individual family members are allowed only one modern convenience—a TV camera placed in a special room to allow them to speak directly to it and convey their feelings as they live in the past.

Narrator: Henry Strozier

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

No, Honestly (comedy, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1974–1975

United States: PBS, 1975

Premise: The courtship and early married life of the Danbys: Charles, an actor, and his scatterbrained wife, Clara, author of “Ollie the Otter” stories for children. Other Regulars: Lord and Lady Burrell, Clara’s parents, and Royal, the Burrell’s butler.

Cast: John Addison (Charles Danby), Pauline Collins (Clara Danby), James Berwick (Lord Burrell), Fanny Rowe (Lady Burrell), Kenneth Benda (Royal)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020. A sequel British series, Yes, Honestly, followed (ITV, 1976–1977), focusing on the relationship between Matthew Browne, a struggling music composer, and Lily Pond, a woman of Russian ancestry who works as his typist.

Cast: Donal Donnelly (Matthew Browne), Liza Goddard (Lily Pond)

Number 96 (serial, 1,218 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: 10 Network, 1972–1977

United States: Syndication, 1977 (only 6 episodes)

Premise: Incidents in the lives of the residents of 96 Lindsey Street, a four-story apartment building in Paddington, Australia.

Principal Cast: Pat McDonald (Dorrie Evans), Joe Hasham (Don Finlayson), Elaine Lee (Vera Collins), Jeff Kevin (Arnold Feather), Ron Shand (Herb Evans), Mike Dorsey (Reg MacDonald), Wendy Blacklock (Edie MacDonald), Chard Hatward (Dudley Butterfield), Bunney Brooke (Flo Patterson), Sheila Kennelly (Norma Whittaker), Johnny Lockwood (Aldo Godulfus), James Elliott (Alf Sutcliffe), Bettina Welch (Maggie Cameron), Dina Mann (Debbie Chester)


U.S. Adaptation:

Number 96 (series, NBC, 1980). The apartment building at Number 96 Pacific Way in Los Angeles provides the backdrop for a look at the activities of a group of its residents: Lou, the owner of a bar; Rita, his sister; Max, an architect; Marion, Max’s wife; Mark, a baseball player for the Bullets; Jill, Mark’s wife; Sharon, an actress; Ginny, Sharon’s roommate; Anthea, a boutique shop owner; Horace, a retired army officer; Sandy, a nurse; Maureen, Sandy’s mother; Nathan, Lou’s brother, a cop; Chick, the movie director; Lyle, the janitor; Roger, a resident; Dorothy; Roger’s ex-wife; Lisa, a resident; and Hildy, Roger’s girlfriend.

Cast: Eddie Barth (Lou Sugarman), Ellen Travolta (Rita Sugarman), Greg Mullavey (Max Quintzel), Randee Heller (Marion Quintzel), Howard McGillin (Mark Keaton), Sherry Hursey (Jill Keaton), Hilary Thompson (Sharon St. Clair), Maria O’Brien (Ginny Ramirez), Rosine Widdowson-Reynolds (Anthea Bryan), Barney Martin (Horace Batterson), Jill Choder (Sandy Galloway), Betsy Palmer (Maureen Galloway), Todd Susman (Nathan Sugarman), John Reilly (Chick Walden), Charles Bloom (Lyle Bixler), James Murtaugh (Roger Busky), Sharon Spelman (Dorothy), Elaine Giftos (Hildy)

Number 13 Demon Street (anthology, 13 episodes)

Country: Sweden

Network/Airdate: Syndication, 1959–1960

United States: Syndication, 1961

Premise: A man, convicted of a crime so heinous that its nature is never revealed, appears as the host to introduce tales of horror from his home at Number 13 Demon Street.

Cast: Lon Chaney Jr. (the Host). The series itself was never seen in the United States, but an edited version of the first three episodes, titled The Devil’s Messenger, aired in 1961 and told the story of Satanya, a 17-year-old girl who kills herself over a lover’s quarrel and is sent to hell. Because suicide is a special case, Satanya is offered the opportunity to escape hell if she becomes a messenger of the Devil. Her assignment: to deliver a special invitation called a “Passport,” which contains the evil necessary to make people candidates for hell. Lon Chaney’s character was now the Devil, and his hosting linked the story together. Burl Ives was first chosen to play the Host; Karen Kadler played Satanya.

U.S. Adaptations:


	Satan’s Waitin’ (pilot, CBS, September 12, 1964). Ray Walston plays a nameless, mysterious stranger, assumed to be Satan, who grants ordinary people their greatest desires but at a price: what they get is not what they imagined it to be.

	A Year at the Top (series, CBS, 1977). Unknown songwriters Greg and Paul sell their souls to Paragon Records president Frederick J. Hanover—the Devil’s son—in return for a year at the top in the music world.Cast: Greg Evigan (Greg), Paul Shaffer (Paul)


	Legion (script, Syfy, 2003). In an effort to save the life of his dying daughter, a man makes a deal with the Devil: he will search for people whose deeds make them candidates for hell and persuade them to sell their souls to Satan. Whoopi Goldberg was set to produce.

	Faust (NBC, 2014). Actress Roma Downey teamed with producer Mark Burnett for an unsold script proposal that follows people who make a deal with the Devil to achieve success and then face the consequences when a mysterious stranger (assumed to be the Devil) returns to collect on the bargain they made.



Nurses (drama, 10 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global, 2020–present

United States: NBC, 2020

Premise: Nurses attached to St. Mary’s, a busy downtown Canadian hospital, are profiled as they treat patients while helping each other deal with the complexities of their own lives.

Cast: Tiera Skovbye (Grace Knight), Natasha Calis (Ashley Collins), Sandy Sidhu (Naznen Khan), Jordan Johnson-Hinds (Keon Colby), Donald Maclean Jr. (Wolf Burke)

U.S. Adaptation: Seven dramatic series and two comedies dealing with the exact same story line were produced:


	The Nurses (CBS, 1962). Liz Thorpe and Gail Lucas, nurses at Alden General Hospital in New York City, are profiled as they treat patients.Cast: Shirl Conway (Liz Thorpe), Zina Bethune (Gail Lucas)


	The Nurses (ABC, 1965). Nurses Liz Thorpe and Gail Lucas are featured in a daily serial version of the prime-time CBS series.Cast: Mary Fickett (Liz Thorpe), Melinda Plank (Gail Lucas)


	Women in White (NBC, 1979). Cathy Payson and Lisa Gordon, nurses at Florida’s Biscayne General Hospital, are profiled as they go beyond the call of duty due to an understaffing of nurses.Cast: Patty Duke (Cathy Payson), Sheree North (Lisa Gordon)


	Nurse (CBS, 1981). Events in the life of Mary Benjamin, a head nurse at Memorial Hospital in Manhattan.Cast: Michael Learned (Mary Benjamin)


	Nightingales (NBC, 1989). Christine Broderick, the director of student nurses at Wilshire Memorial Hospital, and her students (Samantha, Allyson, Bridget, Becky, and Yolanda) are profiled as they tend to patients.Cast: Suzanne Pleshette (Christine Broderick), Chelsea Field (Samantha Sullivan), Kim Ulrich (Allyson Yates), Susan Walters (Bridget Loring), Kristy Swanson (Becky Grainger), Roxann Briggs (Yolonda Puente)


	Nurses (unaired pilot, produced for Fox in 2006). Philadelphia General Hospital provides the setting for a look at Eve Morrow, a nurse and the daughter of Richard Morrow, the head of surgery.Cast: Eliza Dushku (Eve Morrow), Gregory Harrison (Richard Morrow)


	Nurse Jackie (Showtime, 2009). Jackie Peyton, an emergency room nurse at New York City’s All Saints Hospital, is followed as she treats patients while dealing with her own personal demons. Cast: Edie Falco (Jackie Peyton)


The Comedy Versions:


	13 East (NBC, 1989). Maggie Poole, head nurse of a wing (13 East of an undisclosed hospital), is followed as she deals with staff and patient issues.Cast: Diana Bellamy (Nurse Maggie Poole), Ellen Regan (Nurse Janet Tom), Barbara Isenberg (Nurse Kelly Morrison), Rosemarie Jackson (Nurse A. J. Gilroy), Jan Cobler (Nurse Monique Roberts)


	Nurses (NBC, 1991). The operations of nurses attached to the Community Medical Center in Miami Beach, Florida (as overseen by the hospital administrator, K. C. McAfee): Sandy, Julie, Greg Vincent, Annie, and Ada.Cast: Loni Anderson (K. C. McAfee), Stephanie Hodge (Sandy Miller), Mary Jo Keenan (Julie Milbury), Jeff Altman (Greg Vincent), Ametia Walker (Annie Roland), Gina Cuevas (Ada Maris)







O

Ocean Girl (adventure, 78 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network 10, 1994–1997

United States: Disney Channel, 1994

Premise: Many years ago, Neri, a mysterious girl who lives on an island off the coast of Australia, and her father (who has since died) came to Earth by spaceship (from their home world, the Planet of the Oceans [also called Ocean Planet]) to save Earth’s oceans, a responsibility that has since fallen on her shoulders. Neri can breathe under water and communicate with whales (she has befriended one she calls Charley). Dr. Diane Bates, a marine biologist and the single mother of teenagers Brett and Jason, has been assigned to ORCA (Oceanic Research Center of Australia), an underwater research and environmental protection facility. When Diane begins a study of whales, the whale songs she uses attract Neri, who becomes intrigued and joins with Diane in protecting the sea. Neri is followed as she interacts with humans for the first time and battles the enemies of the oceans. Dr. Winston Seth is Diane’s research partner; Vanessa, Zoe, and Froggy are interns at the center. See also The New Adventures of Ocean Girl (which incorporates the character of Neri but changes everything else).

Cast: Marzena Godecki (Neri), Kerry Armstrong, Liz Burch (Dr. Diane Bates), Jeffrey Walker (Brett Bates), David Hoflin (Jason Bates), Alex Pinder (Dr. Winston Seth), Jacalyn Prince (Vanessa Lane), Cassandra Magrath (Zoe Kondelos), Joel de Carteret (Jake “Froggy” Reilly), Nicholas Bell (Dr. Hellegren), Lauren Hewett (Mera)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Odyssey 5 (science fiction, 19 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Space, 2002

United States: Showtime, 2002

Premise: On August 7, 2007, Earth is destroyed in a fiery explosion. With the exception of a group of people aboard the space shuttle Odyssey, all life on Earth has been destroyed by an entity called Leviathan, an artificial intelligence developed by scientists. Shortly after the explosion, a nonorganic being called the Seeker appears to the members of the Odyssey: Commander Chuck Taggert, reporter Sarah Forbes, astronaut Angela Perry, and scientist Kurt Mendel. The Seeker informs them that 50 other such worlds have been destroyed but that it has always arrived too late to find survivors. Now, for the first time, the Seeker can change what happened. It sends the crew back in time five years to change the past to prevent a disastrous future. The crew is followed as they confront their pasts and seek the people responsible for creating Leviathan.

Cast: Peter Weller (Chuck Taggert), Leslie Silva (Sarah Forbes), Tamara Craig Thomas (Angela Perry), Sebastian Roche (Kurt Mendel), Christopher Graham (Neil Taggert), Gina Clayton (Paige Taggert), Kenneth Mitchell (Marc Taggert), Jim Codrington (Troy Johnson), Sonja Smits (Cynthia Hodge), Lindy Booth (Holly Culverson), Phillip Jarrett (Paul Forbes)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The Office (comedy, 14 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 2001–2003

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: A mockery of big business as seen through the eyes of David Brent, general manager of the Wernham Hogg Paper Company (located in the Slough Trading Estate in Berkshire, England) as he deals with employees and company issues. Other Regulars: Gareth, the regional manager; Dawn, the receptionist; Lee, the warehouse worker; Tim, the sales rep; and Jennifer and Neil, the bosses.

Cast: Ricky Gervais (David Brent), Mackenzie Crook (Gareth Keenan), Martin Freeman (Tim Canterbury), Lucy Davis (Dawn), Joel Beckett (Lee), Patrick Baladi (Neil Godwin), Stirling Gallacher (Jennifer Taylor-Clarke)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Office (series, NBC, 2005–2013). Big business is mocked as seen through the experiences of Michael Scott, the regional director of the Dunder Mifflin Paper Supply Company in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Other Regulars: Dwight Schrute, Jim Halpert, Stanley Hudson, Phyllis Lapin, Andy Bernard, and Roger Howard, sales personnel; Pamela Beesley, the receptionist (later replaced by Ellie); and Angela Martin, an advertising department head.

Principal Cast: Steve Carell (Michael Scott), Rainn Wilson (Dwight Schrute), John Krasinski (Jim Halpert), Jenna Fischer (Pamela Beesley), Ellie Kemper (Kelly Erin Hannon), B. J. Novak (Ryan Howard), Leslie David Baker (Stanley Hudson), Brian Baumgartner (Kevin Malone), Angela Kinsey (Angela Martin), Phyllis Smith (Phyllis Lapin), Kate Flannery (Meredith Palmer), Mindy Kaling (Kelly Kapoor), Oscar Nunez (Oscar Martinez), Ed Helms (Andy Bernard)

Note: Prior to The Office, in 1984, CBS aired the comedy series Empire, which presented a spoof of big business, here following Ben Christian, the naive head of research and development for Empire Industries, a New York City conglomerate run by double-dealing, paranoid executives. Other Regulars: Calvin Cromwell, the head of Empire Industries; Jack Willow, vice president of sales; Jackie Willow, Jack’s wife; Edward Roland, senior vice president; Arthur Broaderick, the marketing boss; Roger Martinson, vice president of legal affairs; T. Howard Daniels, the security chief; Meredith Blake, head of public relations; and the secretaries: Marge, Charlotte, Peggy, Sue, and Alice.


Cast: Dennis Dugan (Ben Christian), Patrick Macnee (Calvin Cromwell), Richard Masur (Jack Willow), Christine Belford (Jackie Willow), Michael McGuire (Edward Roland), Dick O’Neill (Arthur Broaderick), Howard Platt (Roger Martinson), Edward Winter (T. Howard Daniels), Caren Kaye (Meredith Blake), Maureen Arthur (Peggy), Susan Ruttan (Marge), Nancy Lenehan (Charlotte), Jenny Neumann (Sue), Dee Dee Rescher (Alice)

The Omega Factor (mystery, 10 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1979

United States: Syndication, 1981

Premise: Department 7 is a specialized organization of the British government that recruits people possessed of occult powers to investigate and solve crimes. It is headed by Andrew Scott-Erskine, and his principal agents, Morag and Paul, are assisted by the Mysterious Spirit, an entity that appears only to Paul. Tom Crane, a newspaper journalist, and his assistant, Dr. Anne Reynolds, work with Andrew, and their case investigations are depicted (the title refers to the ultimate potential that is possible from the human mind). Other Regulars: Julia Crane, Tom’s wife; Michael Crane, Tom’s brother; Edward Drexel, an enemy of Department 7 (a dabbler in the occult); Mrs. Coleman, the medium; and Dr. Roy Martindale, Andrew’s assistant.

Cast: James Hazeldine (Tom Crane), Louise Jameson (Dr. Anne Reynolds), Brian Derby (Andrew Scott-Erskine), John Carlisle (Dr. Roy Martindale), Joanna Tope (Julia Crane), Nicholas Coppin (Michael Crane), Cyril Luckham (Edward Drexel), Natasha Gerson (Morag), Jack D’Arcy (Paul), Monica Brady (the Mysterious Spirit), Sheila Latimer (Mrs. Coleman), Sheila Duffy (Spirit voices)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

One Foot in the Grave (comedy, 42 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1990–2000

United States: PBS, 1998

Premise: When an automatic security system makes Victor Meldrew’s job as a security guard obsolete, he becomes a bitter man, taking his frustrations out on everything and everyone that surrounds him. He is married to Margaret, who loves him and puts up with his nonsense, and is neighbors with a bachelor (Nick Swainey) and a married couple (Pippa and Patrick Trench). Nick is a cheerful charity worker who constantly irritates Victor, and Patrick, always catching Victor in one of his bad moods, believes he is insane. Victor’s efforts to find a way to fill the void in his life (without a job or purpose) and accept all that he encounters are depicted. Jean Warboys is Margaret’s tactless friend, a woman Victor finds quite annoying.

Cast: Richard Wilson (Victor Meldrew), Annette Crosbie (Margaret Mel-drew), Doreen Mantle (Jean Warboys), Angus Deayton (Patrick Trench), Janine Duvitski (Pippa Trench), Owen Brenman (Nick Swainey)

U.S. Adaptation:

Cosby (series, CBS, 1996). Hilton Lucas, a baggage handler for National West Airlines, has just been let go (downsized) after 30 years on the job. He is married to Ruth, is the father of Erica, and lives in Queens, New York. Hilton has been active all his life, and he still needs to be active—by doing whatever he can to keep busy—and what happens as he tries to achieve that goal is depicted.

Cast: Bill Cosby (Hilton Lucas), Phylicia Rashad (Ruth Lucas), T’Keyah Crystal Keymah (Erica Lucas)

The Onedin Line (drama, 91 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1971–1980

United States: Syndication, 1976

Premise: James Onedin, a tradesman living in Liverpool, England, and captain of the Charlotte Rhodes, a three-mast topsail schooner, is followed as he attempts to maintain a cargo transporting business from 1860 to 1886. Other Regulars: Robert, James’s brother and partner; Elizabeth, James’s sister; Anne Webster-Onedin, James’s wife; Howard Lang, the first mate; and Sarah, Robert’s wife.

Cast: Peter Gilmore (James Onedin), Anne Stallybrass (Anne Onedin), Brian Rawlinson, James Garbutt (Robert Onedin), Mary Webster (Sarah Onedin), Jessica Benton (Elizabeth Onedin-Frazer), William Baines (Howard Lang)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Open All Hours (comedy, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1976–1985

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: The small grocery store in Balby, a suburb of Doncaster in South Yorkshire, England, is owned by a man known only as Arkwright, a middle-aged miser who battles competing supermarkets by staying open all hours. Gladys Emmanuel is the luscious nurse on whom he has a crush (and tries to impress); Granville is his nephew, the delivery boy.

Cast: Ronnie Baker (Arkwright), Lynda Brown (Gladys Emmanuel), David Jason (Granville)


U.S. Adaptation:

Open All Night (series, ABC, 1981). Gordon Feester is the owner-operator of an Englewood, California, 364 Store, a 24-hour-a-day grocery store fraught with problems. Gordon’s attempts to cope with the unusual customers who frequent his store as well as his somewhat wacky family are depicted. Other Regulars: Gretchen, Gordon’s wife; Terry, Gordon’s stepson; Robin, the night manager; Larry Bud, Gretchen’s ex-husband; and Wayne and Connie, Gordon’s parents. Police officers Steve and Edie are regular visitors to the store.

Cast: George Dzundza (Gordon Feester), Susan Tyrrell (Gretchen Hofmeyster-Feester), Sam Whipple (Terry Hofmeyster), Bubba Smith (Robin), Jay Tarses (Officer Steve), Bever-Leigh Banfield (Officer Edie), James Gallery (Larry Bud Hofmeyster), Art Kassul (Wayne Feester), Mary Jackson (Connie Feester)

Outcasts (drama, 8 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2011

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: In a future time when Earth has become overpopulated, a group of pioneers establish the town of Fort Haven on the planet Carpathian in the hope of solving the problem. The settlers, called Outcasts, are led by President Richard Tate. Stella, Cass, and Fleur are his core team (members of PAS [Protection and Security]), and Mitchell and Jack are his exploration team. Their efforts to build a new society on a planet they soon discover to be filled with danger and mystery are depicted. Other Regulars: Jules Berger, the vice president of the Earth Evacuation Program; Mitchell Hoban, head of the Exploration Aries of the Fort Haven Explorers; Jack Holt, Mitchell’s second in command; and Tipper Malone, a rebellious youth who feels displaced (and the voice for other such youths).

Cast: Liam Cunningham (Richard Tate), Hermione Norris (Stella Isen), Eric Mabius (Julius Berger), David Mays (Cass Cromwell), Amy Manson (Fleur Morgan), Jamie Bamber (Mitchell Hoban), Ashley Walters (Jack Holt), Michael Legge (Tipper Malone)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Outnumbered (comedy, 35 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007–2014

United States: BBC America, 2011


Premise: Peter Brockman, a history teacher at an inner-city British school, and his wife, Sue, are the parents of Jake, Karen, and Ben, children who present an array of problems for them to solve.

Jake, 11 years old, is an intellect who believes he knows everything about everything. Seven-year-old Ben has developed an extraordinary talent for lying, is stubborn, and often refuses to obey his parents. At the age of five, Karen is wise beyond her years. She likes to interrogate people and ask off-the-wall questions that constantly throw her parents off balance. Other Regulars: Angela, Sue’s sister (called Auntie Angela), is a bit of a flake and into all things supernatural; Frank (called Grandad) is Sue and Angela’s father and is suffering from the early stages of dementia; and Barbara is Peter and Sue’s neighbor.

Cast: Hugh Dennis (Peter Brockman), Claire Skinner (Sue Brockman), Tyger Drew-Honey (Ben Brockman), Daniel Roche (Ben Brockman), Ramona Marquez (Karen Brockman), Samantha Bond (Angela Morrison), David Ryall (Frank Morrison), Lorraine Pilkington (Barbara)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.
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Partners in Crime (crime drama, 11 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: London Weekend Television, 1983–1984

United States: Syndication, 1985

Premise: When Tuppence and Tommy Beresford, a wealthy British couple, discover that a detective agency is for sale, they purchase it with the hope of finding the same type of adventure they enjoy as avid readers of mystery novels. Their lighthearted exploits as the owner-operators of the London, England–based Blunt’s International Detective Agency are depicted. Based on characters created by Agatha Christie.

Cast: Francesca Annis (Tuppence Beresford), James Warwick (Tommy Beresford), Arthur Cox (Police Inspector Marriott)

U.S. Adaptation: While none are based on the Agatha Christie stories, three programs that used similar themes were presented:


	Partners in Crime (pilot, NBC, March 24, 1973). Meredith Leland, a retired judge, teams with Sam Hatch, an ex-con, to solve crimes.Cast: Lee Grant (Meredith Leland), Lou Antonio (Sam Hatch)


	Partners in Crime (series, NBC, 1984). Carole Stanwyck and Sydney Kovack, women married to the same man (Raymond Caulfield), inherit his detective agency (the Caulfield Detective Agency) after his passing and with no experience as investigators attempt to solve crimes.Cast: Lynda Carter (Carole Stanwyck), Loni Anderson (Sydney Kovack)


	Partners in Crime (unaired pilot, CBS, 2004). Two Boston-based police detectives (played by Audra McDonald and Jennifer Esposito) use their unique perspectives of criminal behavior to solve crimes.



Paul Bernard—Psychiatrist (drama, 130 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1971–1972

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: Sessions between psychiatrist Dr. Paul Bernard and his patients (all female) are dramatized. The patient relates her elements of distress, and in the final moments of the program, Dr. Bernard analyzes her seemingly uncomplicated and innocent thoughts. Produced with the cooperation of the Canadian Mental Health Association.

Cast: Chris Wiggins (Dr. Paul Bernard)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Paul Hogan Show (comedy, 12 seasons; episodes unknown)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1973–1977; Nine Network, 1978–1984

United States: Syndication, 1981

Premise: Adult-oriented comedy sketches with actor Paul Hogan as the host and star. Many skits involve spoofs of then-current Australian TV series (virtually all unknown in the United States with the exception of the Hawaii Five-0 spoof, Benny Five-0 [combining elements of the American series and the comedy of England’s Benny Hill]).

Host: Paul Hogan. Regulars: Delvene Delaney, Roger Stevens, John Blackman, Karen Pini, Sue McIntosh, Anya Saleky, Karen West, Glenn Shorock, Marion Edward, Graham Matrick, Andrew Harwood.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Pearlie (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada, Australia

Network/Airdate: YTV (Canada), Network Ten (Australia), 2008

United States: Qubo, 2009

Premise: Fairyland is a magical world inhabited by mothlike fairies. It is here that Pearlie, a pretty, perky, long-haired blonde fairy, has been appointed by Fairy Headquarters to maintain the tranquility of Jubilee Park. Opposing Pearlie’s disgusting goodness is her cousin Saphira, the “Queen of Darkness,” who yearns to control Fairyland; she is assisted by Ludwig, a cowardly, mischievous bat. Pearlie is followed as she attempts to keep Fairyland a happy place despite Saphira’s efforts to defeat her. Other Characters: Opal, the Australian Outback Fairy sent to Jubilee Park by the Fairy Council to learn the art of making potions; Fern, the wood nymph; Great Aunt Garnet, Pearlie’s absentminded aunt; and Scrag and Mr. Flea, the “gangster rats” that scour the park for garbage.

Voice Cast: Marieve Herington (Pearlie), Michelle Monteith (Saphira), Helene Joy (Opal), Neil Crone (Mr. Flea), Christian Potenza (Scrag), Fiona Reid (Great Aunt Garnet), Jonathan Wilson (Ludwig), Stacey DePass (Fern)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Peep Show (comedy, 54 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 2003–2015

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Jeremy “Jez” Usborne and Mark Corrigan, socially dysfunctional roommates, live in Croydon, London, England, and call themselves the “El Dude Brothers” (from their time as roommates at Dartmouth College). Jeremy, an unemployed musician, and Mark, a loan manager at the JBL Bank, are complete polar opposites, and their mishaps as they deal with work, each other, and the women in their lives are depicted. Other Regulars: Big Suze, Jeremy’s girlfriend; Sophie, Mark’s dream girl (his coworker); and Super Hans, Jeremy’s friend.

Cast: David Mitchell (Mark Corrigan), Robert Webb (Jeremy “Jez” Usborne), Olivia Coleman (Sophie), Sophie Winkelman (Big Suze), Matt King (Super Hans), Paterson Joseph (Alan Johnson)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Peep Show (unaired pilot, produced for Fox in 2005). The problems that plague two mismatched roommates: Mark, neat and tidy, and Jeremy, a slob.Cast: Johnny Galecki (Mark), Josh Meyers (Jeremy)


	Peep Show (unaired pilot, produced for Spike in 2009). Two mismatched roommates, Mark and Jeremy, are followed as they attempt to deal with life after college.Cast: Brad Morris (Mark), Rob Chester Smith (Jeremy)




Pennies from Heaven (fantasy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1978

United States: PBS, 1979


Premise: England during the 1930s is the setting. Dramatic action is combined with period songs to chronicle the travels of Arthur Parker, a sheet-music salesman who fantasizes about the songs he sells. Janet is his wife; Eileen is his mistress.

Cast: Bob Hoskins (Arthur Parker), Gemma Craven (Janet Parker), Cheryl Campbell (Eileen), Kenneth Colley (the Accordion Man)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Pippi Longstocking (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada, Germany, Sweden

Network/Airdate: Teletoon (Canada), ZDF (Germany), SVT 1 (Sweden), 1997–1998

United States: HBO, 1997; Qubo, 2009

Premise: Pippilotta Longstocking (Pippi for short), the daughter of Ephriam Longstocking, a widowed sea captain, lives in a home (Villa Villekula) with a monkey (Mr. Nilsson) and a horse (Horse). She is very intelligent, is friends with Tommy and Annika, and possesses two treasures: a suitcase filled with gold coins and a large chest of drawers that contain items of interest to her. Pippi is followed as she leads a life that children can only dream about. Kling and Klang are the neighborhood police officers; Bloom and Thunder are the crooks seeking Pippi’s gold. Based on the books by Astrid Lindgren.

Voice Cast: Melissa Altro (Pippi Longstocking), Olivia Garrett (Annika), Noah Reid (Tommy), Richard Binsky (Mr. Nilsson), Ben Campbell (Captain Longstocking), Karen Bernstein (Mrs. Settergen), Ray Landry (Mr. Settergren), Rick Jones (Officer Kling), Philip Williams (Officer Klang), Wayne Robson (Bloom), Ken Carlson (Thunder Carlson)

U.S. Adaptation: Prior to the above series (and several feature films), ABC aired the pilot Pippi Longstocking on January 8, 1961 (as a segment of The Shirley Temple Theater), wherein Gina Gillespie played Pippi. A second pilot, Pippi Longstocking, aired in two parts on ABC (November 2 and 9, 1985) with Carrie Heim as Pippi, Alyson Court as Annika, and Eric Hebert as Tommy.

Pirate Islands (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Network Ten, 2003

United States: Fox Kids, 2003

Premise: Kate, Sarah, and Nicholas Redding are the children of a video game developer. While testing their father’s latest game, “Pirate Islands,” wherein players must beat an eighteenth-century pirate to a hidden treasure, a flash of lightning from a storm causes a power surge that scans the siblings into the game and onto Pirate Island, where the pirates of the evil Captain Blackheart immediately capture them. Mars, a character in the game, rescues them and takes them to his secret retreat (Castaway Island), where he and a group of young children live (they are cared for by Mars and Carmen, the only other teenagers on the island beside Kate).

Kate believes she is in a game, but what is happening can’t be happening. She feels that if she can find the computer scanner (which was lost in the transfer and later found by Blackheart) and turn it on, she can reverse the process and return home. Her effort to do just that while avoiding capture by Blackheart is depicted. The concluding episode, although previewed in coming attractions, never aired in the United States (it abruptly ended with Sarah, Kate, and Nicholas about to retrieve the scanner).

Cast: Brooke Harmon (Kate Redding), Eliza Taylor-Cotter (Sarah Redding), Nicholas Donaldson (Nicholas Redding), Oliver Ackland (Mars), Lucia Smyrk (Carmen), Colin Moody (Captain Blackheart), Andy McPhee (Cutthroat Jack), Darcy Bonser (Perry), Madeleine Jay (Lizard), Jim Daly (Dugal), Jasper Bagg (Darcy the Dandy), Franklyn Ajaye (Five Spice), Russell Allan (Ugly Sam), Graham Jahne (Ned Crow)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Poldark (drama, 43 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2015–2019

United States: PBS, 2015

Premise: It is the year 1783 when Ross Vennor Poldark, a captain in the British forces during the American Revolution, returns to his home in England (Cornwall) to restart his life. His return is anything but pleasant when he discovers that his father, Joshua, has died; his estate is in considerable debt; and his childhood girlfriend, Elizabeth Chynoweth, has become engaged to his cousin, Francis Poldark. As Ross struggles to rebuild his life, he meets Demelza Carne, a young woman he hires as a maid and eventually marries (in 1787). Events in the lives of the four are depicted as they deal with both the good and the bad times of the era, including lost loves and family tragedies.

Cast: Aidan Turner (Ross Vennor Poldark), Eleanor Tomlinson (Demelza Carne), Heida Reed (Elizabeth Chynoweth), Kyle Soller (Francis Poldark), Caroline Blakiston (Agatha Poldark), Phil Davis (Jud Paynter), Ruby Bentall (Verity Blamey), Beatie Edney (Prudie Paynter), Jack Farthing (George Warleggan), Pip Torrens (Cary Warleggan), Warren Clarke (Charles Poldark), Gabriella Wilde (Caroline Enys), Ellise Chappell (Morwenna Carne), Harry Richardson (Drake Carne)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Police Surgeon (crime drama, 95 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1972–1974

United States: Syndication, 1972; Retro TV, 2017

Premise: A spin-off from Dr. Simon Locke (see entry). Feeling that he can best use his skills as a physician to help the police solve crimes, Dr. Simon Locke leaves his practice in Dixon Mills, Canada, to become a surgeon with the Emergency Medical Unit of the Toronto Metropolitan Police Department. Simon not only is a brilliant surgeon but also has the mind of a detective, and his attempts to save lives and track down and arrest those responsible for taking them are depicted.

Cast: Sam Groom (Dr. Simon Locke), Len Birman (Lieutenant Jack Gordon), Larry D. Mann (Lieutenant Jack Gordon), Marc Hebet (Tony, Simon’s driver), Nerene Virgin (police radio dispatcher)

U.S. Adaptation: While not directly based on the Canadian series, a script (The Danger List) was proposed to Fox in 2011: a doctor with knowledge in many areas of medicine turns detective to investigate cases of medical abuse, conspiracies, and crimes.

Postman Pat (cartoon, 184 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1981–2002

United States: NBC, 2007

Premise: Greendale is a small British town where everyone knows everyone and incidents in their lives are seen through the eyes of the friendly postman (Pat), who delivers their mail.

Voices: Ken Barrie, Lewis MacLeod, Carole Boyd, Archie Panjobi, Kulvinder Gehr, Janet James

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Primeval (science fiction, 36 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2007–2011

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: Nick Cutter, a professor of paleontology at the Center Metropolitan University in London, England, is an “evolutionary zoologist” and investigates gaps in the evolutionary record. Eight years earlier, Helen, Nick’s wife and assistant, mysteriously disappeared in a time-ripping anomaly. Just as mysteriously as she vanished, unexplained anomalies return her to the present but also open a doorway to allow prehistoric creatures to cross the corridors of time. Now, with Helen again as his assistant and with her experiences with anomalies, Nick and his team seek a way to protect society from the past as it threatens to destroy not only the present, but also the future. Other Regulars: Stephen, Nick’s assistant; Abby, the reptile expert; Connor, the college intern with an interest in dinosaurs; Claudia, the government’s (Ministry of Science and Technology) agent who oversees Nick’s investigations; and James, the government official who seeks to keep the public in the dark about what is happening.

Cast: Douglas Henshall (Nick Cutter), Juliet Aubrey (Helen Cutter), Andrew Lee Potts (Conner Temple), Lucy Brown (Claudia Brown), James Murray (Stephen Hart), Hannah Spearritt (Abby Maitland), Ben Miller (James Lester)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Prince Planet (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Japan (under the original title, Planet Boy Papi)

Network/Airdate: Fuji Television, 1965–1966

United States: Syndication, 1966

Premise: Prince Planet, an alien being who poses as a boy named Bobby on Earth, is a member of the Universal Peace Corps of the planet Radion. His mission is to determine if Earth qualifies for membership in the Galactic Union of Worlds. While Bobby makes his evaluation (he lives in New Metropolis), he battles the forces of evil that threaten the planet. By the use of his magic pendant, Bobby can transform himself into Prince Planet, a daring crusader for justice. Other Characters: Diana Worthy and her father, Pop Worthy, Bobby’s friends; Dan Dynamo, the wrestler; Aji Baba, a magician; and Warlock (a Martian) and Krag (from the planet Kragmire), Bobby’s enemies. Also known as The Prince of Planets.

English Voice Cast: Catherine Byers (Prince Planet/Bobby), Mark Harris (Dan Dynamo), Sandy Warshaw (Diana Worthy), Jeff Gillen (Pop Worthy), Kurt Nagel (Aji Baba), Frank Schuller (Krag), Arnie Warren (Warlock)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

The Prisoner (fantasy, 17 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1967–1968

United States: CBS, 1968

Premise: After allowing a scientist who created a deadly mind-transference device to escape capture, British Ministry agent John Drake resigns, believing what he did was right (“It’s a matter of principle”). Principle or not, someone else (assumed to be the Ministry) believes differently and abducts him. Drake awakens to find himself in a community known as the Village and that he is no longer a man but a number—Number 6. The Village is a fantasy-like area bounded by mountains and ocean. It is a place from which there is no escape. From a leader, Number 2, Drake learns that he was abducted to deprogram him because of the information he possesses. Number 6’s efforts to discover who his captors are and escape from the Village are depicted.

Number 6 is assumed to be John Drake, although his name is never revealed (The Prisoner is a continuation of the final episode of the series Danger Man (Secret Agent in the United States), wherein Patrick McGoohan played British intelligence agent John Drake.

Cast: Patrick McGoohan (Number 6), Angelo Muscat (the Silent Butler), Colin Gordon, Clifford Evans, Mary Morris, John Sharpe, Peter Wyngarde, Guy Doleman, Leo McKern (Number 2), Kenneth Griffith (Village president)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Prisoner (series, AMC, 2009). The Village is a mysterious prison from which there is no escape (“There is only in—and no out”). A man, an employee of a shadowy data company (Summakor), is feared to be a threat to its secrets and kidnapped. He is given a number (6) and placed in the Village to learn what he knows. Number 2 is the man who oversees the Village for an unknown superior and assigned to break Number 6. Number 6, however, fiercely resists his attempts, and his efforts to escape from the Village are depicted. Other Regulars: M-2, Number 2’s wife; Number 11–12, their gay son (Number 909 is his lover); and Numbers 415 and 313, the women who may be plants by Number 2 to break Number 6.

Cast: Jim Caviezel (Number 6), Ian McKellen (Number 2), Rachel Blake (M-2), Hayley Atwell (Number 415), Ruth Wilson (Number 313), Jamie Campbell Bower (Number 11–12), Vincent Regan (Number 909), Lennie James (Number 147), Jessica Haines (Number 554), Jeffrey R. Smith (Number 16)

Prisoner: Cell Block H (drama, 692 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Date: Network Ten, 1979–1986

United States: Syndication, 1980

Premise: Life in the Wentworth Detention Center, a women’s prison inMelbourne, Australia, as experienced by a group of prisoners: Karen Travers (schoolteacher convicted of murdering her brutal husband), Lynnette Warner (a nanny falsely convicted of kidnapping and attempting to murder her employer’s child), Bea Smith (hairdresser convicted of murdering a coworker, then her husband), Frieda “Franky” Doyle (sentenced to life for armed robbery and murder), Doreen Anderson (four years for breaking and entering); Marilyn Mason (fashion model sentenced to 12 years for soliciting), Elizabeth Birdsworth (oldest of the inmates; life sentence for mass murder), and Jeannie “Mum” Brooks (life sentence for killing her husband). Other Regulars: Meg Jackson, the sympathetic prison guard (married to psychologist Bill Jackson); Vera Bennett, the cruel and harsh prison guard who hopes her rule of iron will get her the prison governorship; and Erica Davison, the prison governor.

Cast: Peita Toppano (Karen Travers), Kerry Armstrong (Lynnette Warner), Carol Burns (Franky Doyle), Val Lehman (Bea Smith), Margaret Laurence (Marilyn Anne Mason), Colette Mann (Doreen Anderson), Mary Ward (Jeannie Brooks), Sheila Florance (Elizabeth Birdsworth), Patsy King (Erica Davidson), Elspeth Ballantyne (Meg Jackson), Fiona Spence (Vera Bennett), Don Baker (Bill Jackson)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Willow B: Women in Prison (pilot, ABC, June 29, 1980). A view of life in an American prison (the El Camino [California] Institution for Women) as seen through the eyes of Kim Cavanaugh, a socialite who finds herself behind bars (in section Willow B) when she is convicted of felony manslaughter (driving while intoxicated and killing a pedestrian). Other Prisoners: Chris, Claire, Kate, Sabrina, Helen, Trini, Lynn, Francine, and Eloise. Prison Personnel: Sergeant Pritchett, the sadistic guard; Dave and Mr. Canady, guards; and Mrs. McCallister, the prison governor.Cast: Debra Clinger (Kim Cavanaugh), Trisha Noble (Chris Bricker), Carol Lynley (Claire Hastings), Sally Kirkland (Kate Stewart), Sarah Kennedy (Sabrina Reynolds), Elizabeth Hartman (Helen), Liz Torres (Trini Santos), Susan Tyrrell (T.J.), Lynne Moody (Lynn), Saundra Sharp (Francine), Virginia Capers (Eloise Baker), Ruth Roman (Sergeant Pritchett), Norma Donaldson (Mrs. Mc-Callister), Jared Martin (Dave Tyree), John P. Ryan (Mr. Canady)


	Women in Prison (series, Fox, 1987). Cell Block J of the Bass Women’s Prison in Wisconsin provides the setting for a look at a naive, pampered, and rich woman (Victoria “Vicki” Springer) as she attempts to adjust to a new life after her husband sets her up on a shoplifting charge and she is convicted of grand larceny. Other Prisoners: Eve Shipley, a gun moll serving a life sentence for robbery and murder; Bonnie Harper, a coquettish lesbian arrested for soliciting; Dawn Murphy, the toughest of the women, convicted of murder; and Pam Norwell, a computer whiz arrested for embezzling. Prison Personnel: Meg Brando, the nasty prison guard who delights in tormenting the prisoners, and Cliff Rafferty, the prison warden. Cast: Julia Campbell (Vicki Springer), Peggy Cass (Eve Shipley), Antoinette Byron (Bonnie Harper), C. C. H. Pounder (Dawn Murphy), Wendie Jo Sperber (Pam Norwell), Denny Dillon (Meg Brando), Blake Clark (Cliff Rafferty)




Prisoners of War (drama, 24 episodes)

Country: Israel

Network/Airdate: Channel 2, 2010–2012

United States: KCET-TV (local Los Angeles PBS Station)

Premise: It is the year 2008, and Nimrode Klein and Uri Zach, Israeli soldiers captured while on a secret mission in Lebanon in 1991, are released when negotiations for their freedom are finally successful. As Nimrode and Uri return home, their reintegration into society is depicted with their attempts to not only overcome their time in prison but also adjust to a life where their families have moved on, including children who are now grown and parents who have passed. Other Regulars: Talia Klein, Nimrode’s wife (who campaigned for his release; she now has trouble relating to him); Dana, Nimrode’s daughter, now 19 and rebellious; Hatzav, Nimrode’s son, who was born after Nimrode was taken captive; Nurit, Uri’s former fiancé (who, fearing Uri was killed, married his brother, Yaki); Asaf, Yaki’s son; Yoske, Uri’s father; Amiel Ben-Horan, a soldier captured with Nimrode and Uri who was thought killed but released a short time later; Leila, Amiel’s wife; Yael, Amiel’s sister; and Sheilh, Leila’s father. Broadcast with English subtitles. The original Israeli series title, Hatufim, translates as Abductees.

Principal Cast: Yoram Toledano (Nimrode Klein), Ishai Golan (Uri Zach), Yael Abecassis (Talia Klein), Yael Eitan (Dana Klein), Guy Selnik (Hatzav Klein), Mili Avital (Nurit Halevi-Zach), Mickey Leon (Taakov “Yaki” Zach), Adam Kenneth (Asaf Zach), Shmuel Shilo (Joseph “Yoske” Zach), Assi Cohen (Amiel Ben-Horin), Adi Ezroni (Yael Ben-Horin), Hadar Ratzon-Rotem (Leila Ben-Horin), Makram Khoury (Sheikh Qasab)

U.S. Adaptation:

Homeland (Showtime, 2011–2020). Incidents in the lives of two people: Carrie Mathison, an officer with the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center in Langley, Virginia, who has been diagnosed with bipolar disorder, and Nicholas Brody, a U.S. Marine Corps gunnery sergeant. Brody, reported as missing in action since 2003, has just been rescued by Delta Force from an al-Qaeda prisoner-of-war camp. Although Brody is declared a war hero on his return to the United States, Carrie suspects that he has been brainwashed and poses a threat to the country. Their various missions are detailed with Carrie seeking to prove that her suspicions are true; also depicted is Carrie’s life after she leaves the CIA in 2015 to live as a private citizen (first in Brooklyn, New York, then in Washington, D.C.) and Brody’s life as he becomes a U.S. congressman. Other Regulars: Saul, Carrie’s mentor, the CIA’s Middle East Division chief; Jessica, Brody’s wife; Chris, Brody’s son; Dana, Brody’s daughter; David, Carrie’s boss; William Walden, the U.S. vice president; Mira, Saul’s wife; and Abu, an al-Qaeda member.

Principal Cast: Claire Danes (Carrie Mathison), Damian Lewis (Nicholas Brody), Mandy Patinkin (Saul Berenson), Morena Baccarin (Jessica Brody), David Harewood (David Estes), Jackson Pace (Chris Brody), Morgan Saylor (Dana Brody), Jamey Sheridan (William Walden), Sarita Choudhury (Mira Berenson)

The Protectors (adventure, 52 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1972–1974

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: The Protectors is an international organization that unites top investigators from around the world to battle crime in the capitals of Europe. Harry Rule is the featured American member of the team, Contessa Caroline de Contini is the British representative, and Paul Buchet is the French agent. Harry, a strategist, carefully plans the course of action the team will take on assignments; Caroline, used by Harry for distraction, is a master of deductive reasoning and an expert shot; Paul, the suave ladies’ man, is a skilled investigator but too quick to use his fists. Suki is Harry’s housekeeper (in London); Gus is Harry’s dog. Tony Christie performs the theme, “Avenues and Alleyways.”

Cast: Robert Vaughn (Harry Rule), Nyree Dawn Porter (Caroline de Contini), Tony Anholt (Paul Buchet), Yasuko Nagazumi (Suki), Anthony Chinn (Chino, a Protector)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




Q

Quentin Durgens, M.P. (drama, 41 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1965–1969

United States: Syndication, 1965

Premise: Moose Falls, a fictional community in Ottawa, Canada, is home to Quentin Durgens, a young lawyer who becomes a member of Parliament, replacing his late father in the House of Commons. Although strictly geared to a Canadian audience as it dealt with that country’s politics, it was shown in the United States, as it compared closely to Slattery’s People (CBS, 1964), wherein Richard Crenna played James Slattery, politician, lawyer, and minority leader in the state legislature who believes in a democratic system of government although many try to bend the rules to make it work better for them.

Cast: Gordon Pinsent (Quentin Durgens)

U.S. Adaptation: No direct adaptation as of December 31, 2020.




R

Radisson (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1957–1958

United States: Syndication, 1957 (as Tomahawk)

Premise: Explorers Pierre-Esprit Radisson and his brother-in-law, Medard des Grosseillers, risk their lives to assist the pioneers who are attempting to settle in the American Northwest during the early seventeenth century.

Cast: Jacques Godin (Pierre Radisson), Rene Caron (Medard)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Radio Free Roscoe (comedy, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Family Channel, 2003–2005

United States: The N (Noggin), 2003

Premise: When finding a radio station that caters to their means becomes impossible, four Roscoe High School teenagers—Robbie (aka Question Mark), Lily (Shady Lane), Ray (Pronto), and Travis (Smog)—create their own underground station, RFR (Radio Free Roscoe), which presents what teenagers want to hear. Their efforts to avoid exposure and secretly run the station are depicted.

Cast: Hugolin Chevrette-Landesque (Robbie McGrath), Kate Todd (Lily Randall), Ali Mukadam (Ray Brennan), Nathan Carter (Travis “Smog” Strong), Victoria Nestorowicz (Parker Haynes), Hamish McEwan (Principal Waller), Genelle Williams (Kim Carlisle), Ashley Newbrough (Audrey Quinlan)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Rainbow Ruby (cartoon, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada, China, South Korea, Japan


Network/Airdate: Family Jr. (Canada), EBS 1 (South Korea), CCTV-14 (China), TV Tokyo (Japan), 2016

United States: Qubo, 2016

Premise: Choco is a plush teddy bear and the best friend of a young girl named Rainbow Ruby. Ruby, as she is always called, is very special, as she can transport herself and Choco to the magical Rainbow Village through the red jewelry that is part of Choco’s chest. It is here that Ruby meets with Ling Ling, the mayor, and learns of a problem that exists. With her Rainbow Roller, Ruby is able to transform her clothing into what is appropriate, and her and Choco’s efforts to solve the issues that exist are depicted. Other Characters: Jessy, a baby doll; Gina, a puppet pirate; Princess Kiki, a porcelain doll; and Thunderbell, a plush rabbit.

English Voice Cast: Alyssya Swales (Rainbow Ruby), Johnny Yong Bosch (Ling Ling), Kate Higgins (Jessy), Shannon Chan-Kent (Gina), Olivia Charles and Colleen O’Shaughnessey (Princess Kiki), Brian Drummond (Thunderbell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ramona (comedy, 10 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1988–1989

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: Nine-year-old Ramona Quimby lives in Canada with her parents Dori and Bob (an employee of Frozen Foods, Inc.); her sister, Beatrice (called Beezis); and their cat, Picky Picky. Ramona is a pretty, bright, and imaginable young girl, although Beezis says, “She’s a pest.” Ramona often feels that nobody understands her, and her efforts to cope with life at home and at school are depicted. Other Regulars: Beatrice, Dori’s sister, after whom Beezis is named (when Ramona was learning to speak, “Beatrice” became “Beezis”); Joan Whaley, Ramona’s teacher; and Eleanor Larson, the school vice principal. Based on the book by Beverly Cleary.

Cast: Sarah Polley (Ramona Quimby), Barry Flatman (Ben Quimby), Lynda Mason Green (Dori Quimby), Lori Chodos (Beezis Quimby), Kristen Bishop (Aunt Beatrice), Jayne Eastwood (Joan Whaley), Nerene Virgin (Eleanor Larson)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) (crime drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1969–1970

United States: Syndication, 1973 (as My Partner the Ghost)


Premise: Jeff Randall and Marty Hopkirk co-own Randall and Hopkirk—Private Investigators, on Marshall and Brooks Streets in London, England. Marty’s wife, Jean Hopkirk, works as their secretary-receptionist (Jeff is single). During a case investigation, Marty is killed by a hit-andrun driver linked to the case. Because of the circumstances surrounding his death, Marty is allowed to return to Earth as a ghost to solve his own murder. Because he is now a spirit, Marty is unable to function as before and must use a person to perform for him. Marty chooses Jeff, who appears only to Marty. With Jeff’s help, Marty finds his killer, but he violates an ancient rule and is rejected by his grave: “Before the sun shall rise on you, each ghost unto his grave must go. Cursed be the ghost who dares to stay and face the awful light of day. He shall not to the grave return until a hundred years be gone.” Marty, now forced to remain on Earth, resumes his former life as a detective and becomes Jeff’s ghostly assistant.

Cast: Kenneth Cope (Marty Hopkirk), Mike Pratt (Jeff Randall), Annette Andre (Jean Hopkirk), Ivor Dean (Inspector Large)

U.S. Adaptation: In 2010, the Syfy channel commissioned a script for a series to be called Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased), but a pilot or series was never produced.

R.C.M.P. (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1959–1960

United States: Syndication, 1959

Premise: Jacques Gagnier, a corporal assigned to an R.C.M.P. (Royal Canadian Mounted Police) post in a remote area of Canada, battles the criminal elements that affect the less populated areas of the country.

Cast: Gilles Pelletier (Corporal Jacques Gagnier), Don Francks (Constable Bill Mitchell), Angus Baptiste (Constable Ben Aputage), William Bourne (Constable Wilson), John Perkins (Constable Frank Scott), Bernard McManus (Major Bill Cartwright)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

ReBoot (computer animation, 48 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 1994–2001

United States: ABC, 1994

Premise: Mainframe, a computer world populated by biomes and sprites, is constantly threatened with destruction by the User and his viruses Hexadec and Megabyte. Bob, a Guardian; Dot Matrix, the owner of a diner; and her younger brother, Enzo, work together to defeat the User and keep Mainframe running smoothly.


Voice Cast: Michael Benyaer, Ian James Corlett (Bob), Kathleen Barr (Dot Matrix), Jesse Moss, Christopher Gray, Giacomo Basessato (Enzo Matrix), Sharon Alexander, Andrea Libman (Hexadec), Tony Jay (Megabyte), Louise Vallance (Mouse)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Red Dwarf (comedy, 74 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1988–1999, 2009–2012

United States: PBS, 1989

Premise: Red Dwarf is an immense mining/freighter ship that services the solar system in the twenty-second century. One day, an accidental overdose of radiation vaporizes all but a few of its 5,000-member crew: Lister, an irreverent vending machine operator; Holly, the computer (changes from male to female in later episodes); Kryten, an insecure robot; Frankenstein, a mutated giant cat (from a race of humanoid felines); Arnold Judas Rimmer, a hologram of Lister’s former superior; and Kristine, the navigation officer. Their adventures, stranded in space and seeking a way to return home, are depicted.

Cast: Craig Charles (Dave Lister), Chris Barrie (Arnold Judas Rimmer), Danny John-Jules (the Cat), Norman Lovett (Holly, male), Hattie Hayridge (Holly, female), David Ross, Robert Llewellyn (Kryten), Clare Grogan, Chloe Anett (Kristine Kochanski)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Red Dwarf (unaired pilot, NBC, 1992). Same format with the following cast: Craig Bierko (Dave Lister), Chris Eigeman (Arnold Rimmer), Hinton Battle (the Cat), Robert Llewellyn (Kryten), Jane Leeves (Holly).

	Red Dwarf (unaired pilot, NBC, 1993). A failed hybrid attempt to create a series using new footage coupled with scenes from the 1992 pilot and the U.K. version.Cast: Craig Bierko (Dave Lister), Anthony Fusco (Arnold Rimmer), Terry Farrell (the Cat), Robert Llewellyn (Kryten), Jane Leeves (Holly)




Regal Academy (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Italy

Network/Airdate: Rai YoYo, 2016–2018

United States: Nickelodeon, 2016

Premise: Fairy Tale Land is a mythical world where the children of famous fairy tale characters live. It is here that they attend Regal Academy (run by Cinderella) and face the challenges of growing up. The Students: Rose, Cinderella’s granddaughter (possesses a magic wand that transforms pumpkins into vehicles); Astoria, the granddaughter of Rapunzel (uses Tower Magic to grow flowers); Joy, the granddaughter of LeFrog (can turn people into frogs with her Frog Magic); Hawk, the grandson of Snow White (uses Snow Magic to freeze people and objects); and Travis, the grandson of the Beast (from “Beauty and the Beast”) has Fury Magic to create fierce storms. Their enemy is Vicky, a witch who is seeking to rule the land but is always thwarted by the girl she hates, Rose.

English Voice Cast: Jessie Paquet (Rose), Erica Schroeder (Astoria), Alysin Leigh Rosenfeld (Joy), Billy Bob Thompson (Hawk), Henry F. Benjamin (Travis), Laurie Hymes (Vicky), Kathryn Cahill (Cinderella)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

ReGenesis (crime drama, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Movie Network, 2004–2008

United States: Syndication, 2007

Premise: NorBAC (the North American Bio-Technology Advisory Committee) is a Canada-based organization of scientists who use technology to solve crimes by first determining the how of a situation (with the why and who did it ranking second and third). It is a joint venture between Canada, the United States, and Mexico and is headed by David Sandstrom; he is assisted by Mayko Tran, Bob Melnikov, Jill Langstrom, Carlos Serrano, Rachel Woods, and Weston Field. Their investigations are depicted as they probe cases involving terrorist attacks, epidemic outbreaks, and possible mass murderers. Other Regulars: Sarah, David’s ex-wife; Lilith, his 15-year-old daughter; and Caroline Morrison, the CIA executive director of NorBAC.

Cast: Peter Outerbridge (David Sandstrom), Mayko Nguyen (Mayko Tran), Wendy Crewson (Rachel Woods), Damitri Chepovetsky (Bob Melnikov), Sarah Strange (Jill Langston), Greg Bryk (Weston Field), Macine Roy (Caroline Morrison), Conrad Pla (Carlos Serrano), Ellen Page (Lilith Sandstrom), Julie Stewart (Sarah Sandstrom)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Reilly, Ace of Spies (drama, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1983

United States: PBS, 1984

Premise: Fact-based program about Sidney Reilly (born Sigmund Rosenblum in Odessa in 1874), an espionage agent for the newly formed British Secret Service. Margaret is his wife, Cummings is his superior, and Basil Zaharov is his nemesis.


Cast: Sam Neill (Sidney Reilly), Jeananne Crowley (Margaret Thomas Reilly), Norman Rodway (Cummings), David Suchet (Inspector Tsientsin), Leo McKern (Basil Zaharov). Narrator: Michael Bryant.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Republic of Doyle (crime drama, 77 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2010–2014

United States: Retro TV, 2018

Premise: Jack Doyle and his father, Malachy, both former police officers, are partners in Doyle and Doyle, a private investigative firm in St. John’s, Canada (they also investigate cases in Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada). Rose Doyle, Malachy’s second wife, assists them, as does Desmond “Des” Courtney, a former graffiti artist who handles the technical aspects of the firm. Other Regulars: Leslie Bennett, an inspector with the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary, who is also Jake’s romantic interest (later wife), and Katrina “Tinny” Doyle, Jake’s niece (Malachy’s granddaughter), a constable with the Constabulary in later episodes; she eventually marries Des.

Cast: Allan Hawco (Jake Doyle), Sean McGinley (Malachy Doyle), Lynda Boyd (Rose Doyle), Mark O’Brien (Desmond Courtney), Marthe Bernard (Katrina Doyle), Krystin Pellerin (Leslie Bennett)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Rin Tin Tin: K-9 Cop. See Katts and Dog.

Ripper Street (crime drama, 37 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2012–2016. The first season ran for eight episodes in 2012. A second season of eight episodes premiered in 2013, but poor ratings forced the BBC to cancel the series. It then became an internet streaming series beginning in 2014 via Amazon Video. Season 3 aired on Amazon UK Prime Instant Video in 2014 (but not on Amazon’s U.S. site). It was picked up in 2015 by BBC America, which also aired season 4 (2015) and season 5 (2016).

United States: BBC America, 2015

Premise: It is the year 1889, and London, England, is still reeling from the murders of several women in the Whitechapel section attributed to the mysterious killer Jack the Ripper. Inspector Edmund Reid and his partner, Sergeant Bennet Drake, investigated the case as part of New Scotland Yard’s H Division but were unable to find a suspect. It is six months later, and it appears the killings have stopped until another woman is found murdered in the same grisly manner as the prior victims. As Reid and Drake continue their investigation, they are joined by Homer Jackson, a former U.S. army surgeon and Pinkerton detective with a unique knowledge of forensic science. But is Jack the Ripper back, or is it a copycat killer? Season 1 covers this aspect as the trio set out to find a killer. The program, however, differed in additional seasons, focusing more on non-Ripper cases and with a more detailed look at the professional and private lives of the leading characters.

Cast: Matthew Macfadyen (Inspector Edmund Reid), Jerome Flynn (Sergeant Bennet Drake), Adam Rothenberg (Captain Homer Jackson), MyAnna Buring (“Long” Susan Hart), Charlene McKenna (Rose Erskine), David Wilmot (Sergeant Donald Atherton), David Dawson (Fred Best), Clive Russell (Chief Inspector Frederick Abberline)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Riptide (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1969

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: Following the death of his wife in a boating accident, Moss Andrews, a successful San Francisco business vice president (“One of 12”), purchases a mini yacht and embarks on a sailing trip to acquire some peace of mind. Australia becomes his temporary home where he establishes Riptide, a charter boat company. His experiences, becoming both a private detective and a company owner, are depicted as he helps people in trouble. Judy is his secretary-assistant.

Cast: Ty Hardin (Moss Andrews), Sue Costin (Judy Plenderleith)

U.S. Adaptation: None, although there is Riptide, a 1984 NBC series about Cody Allen (Perry King), Nick Ryder (Joe Penny), and Murray “Boz” Bozinsky (Thom Bray), three friends who operate the Riptide Detective Agency at Slip 7, Pier 56, on Southern California’s King Harbor.

Rising Damp (comedy, 28 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1974–1978

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Incidents in the lives of the people who reside in a decrepit Victorian town house in England run by Rupert Rigsby, a seedy landlord who cares for no one but himself. The main tenants are Alan Moore, a medical student; Ruth Jones, a spinster college administrator (Rupert’s secret love); and Philip Smith, a university student who claims to be the son of an African tribal chief. The title refers to a condition where ground moisture builds up in masonry walls through capillary action.


Cast: Leonard Rossiter (Rupert Rigsby), Frances de la Tour (Ruth Jones), Richard Beckinsale (Alan Moore), Don Warrington (Philip Smith)

U.S. Adaptation: 27 Joy Street (script, CBS, 1977). Jack Weston plays the landlord of a run-down boardinghouse at 27 Joy Street in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The Roads to Freedom (drama, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1970

United States: PBS, 1972

Premise: The collapse of pre–World War II France is seen through the eyes of three men who are unable to act or think definitively: Mathieu, an intellectual college professor; Daniel, a homosexual; and Brunet, a communist. Based on Jean Paul Sartre’s “The Roads to Freedom” trilogy: The Age of Reason, Reprieve, and Iron in the Soul. Georgia Brown performs the theme, “La Route Est Dure.”

Cast: Michael Bryant (Mathieu De LaRue), Rosemary Leach (Marcelle), Daniel Massey (Daniel), Donald Burton (Brunet), Georgia Brown (Lola Montero), Anthony Corlan (Boris), Alison Fiske (Ivich), Clifford Rose (Jacques De LaRue), Ann Fox (Odette De LaRue)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Robin Hood (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2006–2009

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: Robin of Locksley, alias Robin Hood, the eleventh-century hero who opposed the evil Sheriff of Nottingham (working for the evil Prince John) to save England for its rightful king (Richard), is followed as he and his band of Merry Men (Alan-A-Dale, Little John, Much, Will Scarlett, and Friar Tuck) establish a base in Sherwood Forest and risk their lives to battle evil wherever it exists. Maid Marian is Robin’s romantic interest; Sir Guy is the Sheriff’s right-hand man.

Cast: Jonas Armstrong (Robin Hood), Lucy Griffiths (Maid Marian Fitz-walter), Keith Allen (Sheriff of Nottingham), Richard Armitage (Guy of Gisborne), Gordon Kennedy (Little John), Joe Armstrong (Alan-A-Dale), Sam Troughton (Much), Harry Lloyd (Will Scarlett), Toby Stephens (Prince John), David Harewood (Friar Tuck), Michael Elwyn (Edward Fitzwalter)

U.S. Adaptations:


	The Adventures of Robin Hood. The first known TV adaptation of the Robin Hood legend; produced by Robert L. Lippert for syndication in 1951.


	The Adventures of Robin Hood (CBS, 1955). An American-British coproduction that, set in eleventh-century England, tells of Robin Hood, the most celebrated of outlaws (who stole from the rich to give to the poor), and his band of Merry Men (freeborn Englishmen loyal to the king who have established a base of operations in Sherwood Forest) as they battle the evils of Prince John (seeking to usurp the throne from King Richard) and the Sheriff of Nottingham (Prince John’s cohort). Also known as Adventures in Sherwood Forest.Cast: Richard Greene (Robin Hood), Bernadette O’Farrell, Patricia Driscoll (Maid Marian), Donald Pleasence (Prince John), Alan Wheatley (Sheriff of Nottingham)


	When Things Were Rotten (ABC, 1975). Spoof of the Robin Hood legend wherein Robin Hood, the twelfth-century hero who robbed from the rich to give to the poor, has established a base of operations in Sherwood Forest with his band of Merry Men (Alan-A-Dale, Friar Tuck, Little John, and Renaldo) to return the British throne to Richard (after it is stolen by Prince John) and battle the evils of the era. Cast: Dick Gautier (Robin Hood), Misty Rowe (Maid Marion), Bernie Kopell (Alan-A-Dale), Dick Van Patten (Friar Tuck), Richard Dimitri (Renaldo), David Saban (Little John), Ron Rifkin (Prince John)




Robin’s Nest (comedy, 48 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Thames Television, 1977–1981

United States: Syndication, 1983

Premise: A spin-off from Man About the House (see entry) about two women (Chrissy and Jo) sharing an apartment with a man (Robin). When Chrissy marries, Jo and Robin move out of George and Mildred Roper’s apartment house and begin new lives apart from each other. While Jo’s fate is not disclosed, Robin, a chef, and his girlfriend (later wife), Victoria Nicholls, move into an apartment above a defunct restaurant that Robin reopens as a bistro called Robin’s Nest. Their mishaps are depicted. Other Regulars: James Nicholls, Victoria’s father; Albert Riddle, Robin’s one-armed dishwasher; and Marian, James’s ex-wife.

Cast: Richard O’Sullivan (Robin Tripp), Tessa Wyatt (Victoria Nicholls), Tony Britton (James Nicholls), David Kelly (Albert Riddle), Honor Blackman (Marian Nicholls)

U.S. Adaptation:

Three’s a Crowd (series, ABC, 1984). A spin-off from Three’s Company about two single women (Chrissy Snow [later replaced by Terri Alden] and Janet Wood) and the bachelor (Jack Tripper) with whom they share an apartment. When Janet announces her plans to marry and Terri, a nurse, is transferred to Hawaii (from California), Jack marries his girlfriend, Vicky Bradford, an airline stewardess, and opens his own French restaurant, Jack’s Bistro. Jack’s efforts to run his restaurant are depicted. Other Regulars: James Bradford, Vicky’s father (and Jack’s landlord); Claudia, Vicky’s mother; and E. Z. Taylor, Jack’s assistant chef. Also known as Three’s Company, Too.

Cast: John Ritter (Jack Tripper), Mary Cadorette (Vicky Bradford), Robert Mandan (James Bradford), Jessica Walter (Claudia Bradford), Alan Campbell (E. Z. Taylor)

Robinson Crusoe (adventure, 13 episodes)

Country: France, Germany

Network/Airdate: ZDF TV (Germany), ORTF TV (France), 1964–1965; BBC (England), 1965

United States: Syndication, 1964

Premise: During a sea voyage from Brazil to Africa (during the seventeenth century), a tropical storm destroys the ship (Esmeralda) on which an Englishman (Robinson Crusoe) is traveling and washes him up on a deserted island off the coast of South America. Alone and with no apparent means of escape, Robinson establishes a life for himself as best he can from parts of the ship that washed ashore. His only companion becomes Friday, a native from a nearby island he rescues, and, in an adaptation of the novel by Daniel Defoe, their adventures are depicted until they are rescued 28 years later.

Cast: Robert Hoffman (Robinson Crusoe), Fabian Cevallos (Friday)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Rock Follies (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1976

United States: PBS, 1977

Premise: Anna, Devonia, and Nancy are the Little Ladies, a British rock group struggling to succeed in the world of pop music. Derek is their manager, and his efforts to bring fame and fortune to the group are depicted. Spike is Devonia’s boyfriend; Jack is Anna’s boyfriend.

Cast: Charlotte Cornwall (Anna Wynd), Julia Covington (Devonia “Dee” Rhoades), Rula Lenska (Nancy “Q” Cunard de Longchamps), Emlyn Price (Derek Huggin), Billy Murray (Spike), Stephen Moore (Jack), Vivienne Burgess (Anna’s mother)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Sugar Time (series, ABC, 1977). Maxx Douglas, Diane Zuckerman, and Maggie Barton, starry-eyed singers who perform as the group Sugar at the Tryout Room nightclub in Los Angeles, are followed as they struggle for stardom.Cast: Barbi Benton (Maxx Douglas), Didi Carr (Diane Zuckerman), Marianne Black (Maggie Barton)


	The Rock Rainbow (pilot, ABC, July 15, 1978). Jess, Lil, and Catherine are three very attractive young women who have formed a singing group called the Rock Rainbow. The girls, though talented, have little experience in what it takes to become a success, and their rocky road to stardom is charted.Cast: Ellen Greene (Jess), Louisa Flaningam (Lil), Susan Bigelow (Catherine), John Shea (Speed), Robert Alda (Malone), Kenneth Tigar (Jim), John Aprea (Mack), Scott Porter (David)




Rocket Robin Hood (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1966

United States: Syndication, 1967

Premise: A futuristic retelling of the Robin Hood legend that is set in New Sherwood Forest, a floating, solar-powered asteroid in the year 3000. Robin Hood and his band of Merry Men (Will Scarlet, Little John, and Friar Tuck) are followed as they battle the forces of injustice throughout the universe.

Voice Cast: Len Birman (Robin Hood), Chris Wiggins (Will Scarlet), Paul Kligman (Friar Tuck), Ed McNamara (Little John), Gillie Fenwick (Sheriff of N.O.T.T.), Carl Banas (Dr. Manta/Titanor), John Scott (Prince John), Bernard Cowan (narrator)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Rockface (adventure, 14 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2002–2003

United States: BBC America, 2005

Premise: Mountain Rescue, a team of specialists based in Glenntannoch, a fictitious town in the Scottish Highlands, is headed by Gordon Urquhart, a doctor who divides his time between caring for people at the local hospital (with his wife Annie) and risking his life to help people trapped in precarious situations (usually as a result of mountain climbing).

Cast: Clive Russell (Dr. Gordon Urquhart), Barbara Rafferty (Alice Urquhart), Brendan Coyle (Douglas McLanaghan), Melanie Gutteridge (Caroline Morrison), Cal MacAninch (Ben Craig), Jamie Sives (Peter Craig), Zoe Eles (Annie Craig), Richard Graham (Mike Bayliss), Kim Vithana (Nurse Helen), Jan Harvey (Dr. Jane Chamberlain)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above series, but several such programs have been produced, including the following:


	Search and Rescue: The Alpha Team (series, NBC, 1977). A U.S.–Canadian coproduction about Bob Donell, a widower, and his children, Kate and Jim, the owners of the Alpha Ranch in Canada who train wild animals for difficult rescue missions.Cast: Michael J. Reynolds (Bob Donell), Donann Calvin (Kate Donell), Michael Tough (Jim Donell)


	High Mountain Rangers (series, CBS, 1988). Robert Conrad as Jesse Hawkes, founder of the High Mountain Rangers, a rescue organization in the Sierra Nevada Mountains near Lake Tahoe, Nevada.

	Extreme (series, CBS, 1995). James Brolin (as Reese Wheeler) head of the Steep Rangers Group, a search-and-rescue team based in the Colorado Rockies.

	Seattle Rescue (script, UPN, 2003). A group of extreme sports enthusiasts join forces to help people trapped in precarious situations. Aaron Spelling and E. Duke Vincent are the producers.



Rookie Blue (crime drama, 74 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global, 2010–2015

United States: ABC, 2010

Premise: Andrea McNally, called Andy, is the daughter of a police officer, a man who was not the best father or the best cop. Despite her father’s shortcomings, Andy had a compulsion to become a law enforcement officer, one not like her father but, as she says, “good police.” Andy, 26 years of age, began her dream by enrolling in the Police Academy. On graduation, she is teamed with four other rookies (Gail, Dov, Traci, and Chris), and their experiences as they enter the world of big-city policing are depicted.

Traci, Andy’s best friend, is a single mother with a six-year-old son; Dov, raised by hippie parents, often risks injury by taking too many chances; Gail has high ambitions of working her way up the departmental ladder; Chris is totally devoted to his job; and Sam is the rogue training detective.

Cast: Missy Peregrym (Andy McNally), Charlotte Sullivan (Gail Peck), Gregory Smith (Dov Epstein), Enuka Okuma (Traci Nash), Travis Milne (Chris Diaz), Ben Bass (Sam Swarck), Eric Johnson (Luke Callaghan), Melanie Nicholls-King (Noelle Williams), Matt Gordon (Oliver Shaw), Noam Jenkins (Detective Jerry Barber), Lyriq Bent (Frank Best)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but three similar series aired:



	The Rookies (ABC, 1972). Incidents in the lives of rookie police officers attached to Station Number 7 of the Southern California Police Department.Cast: Michael Ontkean (William Gillis), Georg Stanford Brown (Terry Webster), Sam Melville (Michael Danko), Bruce Fairbairn (Chris Owens)


	Sirens (ABC, 1993). Sarah Berkezchuk, Molly Wheeler, Heidi Schiller, and Lynn Stanton are rookie police officers with the Central 7 Division of the Pittsburgh Police Department.Cast: Jayne Brooks (Sarah Berkezchuk), Liza Snyder (Molly Wheeler), Deirdre O’Connell (Heidi Schiller), Adrienne-Joi Johnson (Lynn Stanton), Jayne Heirmeyer (Jessie Jaworski, Sarah’s replacement in season 2 episodes)


	10–8: Officers on Duty (ABC, 2003). Chief Deputy John Henry Brown and his rookie partner, Deputy Rico Amonte; Senior Deputy Ryan Layne and her rookie partner, Deputy Matt Jablonski; and Senior Deputy Chase Williams and his rookie partner, Gabriela Lopez, are profiled as members of the Lasky Police Station. 10–8 is the code used by the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department for deputies and sheriffs who are patrolling the streets.Cast: Danny Nucci (Rico Amonte), Ernie Hudson (John Henry Barnes), Jamie Luner (Ryan Layne), Scott William Winters (Matt Jablonski), Christina Vidal (Gabriela Lopez), T. J. Travis (Chase Williams)




Rosemary and Thyme (crime drama, 22 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2003–2007

United States: PBS, 2010

Premise: Rosemary Boxer and Laura Thyme are friends who run a gardening business (Rosemary and Thyme). Rosemary, a former plant biology lecturer, and Laura, a former police officer, share a love of gardening and tend to England’s most beautiful country gardens. With virtually every job they acquire, they manage to stumble on a crime (usually murder), and their efforts (combining their gardening expertise with their abilities as amateur sleuths) to bring killers to justice are depicted.

Cast: Felicity Kendal (Rosemary Boxer), Pam Ferris (Laura Thyme)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.





S

The Saddle Club (drama, 78 episodes)

Country: Australia, Canada

Network/Airdate: ABC-TV, Nine Network (both Australia), 2001–2009

United States: PBS Kids, 2011

Premise: The Pine Hollow Riding Stables in Australia is home to the Saddle Club, a horse riding club established by Stevie, Lisa, and Carole, teenage girls and students at the stables. Their experiences as they share their love of horses with fellow students and staff are depicted. Elizabeth Rengery and her son, Max, run the stables with Max’s cousin Drew. The rich and spoiled Veronica and her friends Kristi and Desiree (called Desi) are featured students. The preteen Melanie (Lisa’s sister) and her friend Jessica (called Jess) are the youngest members and the owners of Trouble, a very mischievous miniature donkey. Other Regulars: Phil, a member of the rival Cross County Pony Club; Dorothee, the French riding champion visiting Pine Hollow; Jack, an instructor at Pine Hollow; and Scooter, a waiter at the local soda shop, JB’s Café.

Stevie rides Comanche; Garnet, Veronica’s horse, was originally called Cobalt; Starlight, Carole’s horse, was first named Pretty Boy; Lisa’s horse, Prancer, was first called Patch; and Jelly Bean, Desi’s horse, was originally called Midnight. Based on the “Saddle Club” books by Bonnie Bryant.

Series 1 Cast (2001–2002): Keenan MacWilliam (Carole Hanson), Sophie Bennett (Stephanie “Stevie” Lake), Lara Jean Marshall (Lisa Atwood), Heli Simpson (Veronica DiAngelo), Kia Luby (Kristi Cavanaugh), Catherine Wilkin (Elizabeth Rengery), Brett Tucker (Max Rengery), Marisa Siketa (Melanie Atwood), Glenn Meldrum (Phil Marsten), Nathan Phillips (Red O’Malley, a stable hand)

Series 2 Cast (2003): Keenan MacWilliam (Carole Hanson), Sophie Bennett (Stephanie “Stevie” Lake), Lara Jean Marshall (Lisa Atwood), Heli Simpson (Veronica DiAngelo), Kia Luby (Kristi Cavanaugh), Catherine Wilkin (Elizabeth Rengery), Brett Tucker (Max Rengery), Glenn Meldrum (Phil Marsten), Matylda Buczko (Dorothee Doutey), Nikolai Nikolaeff (Drew Rengery), Alex Marriott (Brian “Scooter” Mulcahy), Jessie Jacobs (Melanie Atwood)

Series 3 Cast (2008–2009): Victoria Campbell (Carole Hanson), Lauren Dixon (Stephanie “Stevie” Lake), Ariel Kaplan (Lisa Atwood), Marny Kennedy (Veronica DiAngelo), Aisha Dee (Desiree “Desi” Biggins), Kaiya Jones (Jessica “Jess” Cooper), Ellas-Rose Sherman (Melanie Atwood), Briony Beherts (Elizabeth Rengery), Troy Lovett (Jake O’Neill), Richard Davies (Max Rengery), Cosmo Feltham (Phil Marsten)


U.S. Adaptation:

Horseland (cartoon, CBS, 2005). The area in and around the Horseland Stables is the setting. Here, beside humans, also live a dog (Shep), a cat (Angora), and a potbellied pig (Teeny). Through the observations of these animals (as they speak only among themselves), the activities of five close girlfriends, Alma, Chloe, Zoe (Chloe’s sister), Molly, and Sarah, are depicted as they bond over their love of horses.

Button is Alma’s horse; Chili, Chloe’s horse; Pepper, Zoe’s horse; Calypso, Molly’s horse; and Scarlet, Sarah’s horse. Will, the stable man (his parents own Horseland), has a horse named Jimber.

Voice Cast: Dana Donlan (Sarah Whitney), Aleyah Smith (Molly Washington), Bianca Heyworth (Chloe Stilton), Caroline Iliff (Zoey Stilton), Emily Hernandez (Alma Rodriquez), Vince Michael (Will Taggert)

Sadie J (comedy, 36 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: CBBC, 2011–2013

United States: Starz, 2011

Premise: Sadie Jenkins, called Sadie J., is a 13-year-old tomboy who claims she is “the only girl in a boys’ world,” and her adventures as she navigates life (and speaks directly to the camera) are chronicled as she slowly becomes a young woman (beginning in season 3, when she acquires a boyfriend named Taylor) and begins to see the world in a whole new light. Other Regulars: Steve, her widowed father, the owner of Mr. Motors, a garage; Danny, her brother; Keith, Steve’s mechanic; Jake, Danny’s friend; Dede and Kit, Sadie’s best friends; Vanda, called Ms. V., the owner of the after-school hangout, the Y-Diner; Chole, a diner waitress; Beverly, a beauty salon owner and Steve’s romantic interest; Ashlii, Beverly’s daughter (initially Sadie’s nemesis until her mother and Steve become engaged and Sadie and Ashlii become friends); and Rico, Beverly’s assistant. Roger is Sadie’s dog.

Cast: Georgia Lock (Sadie Jenkins), Priyanka Patel (Delia “Dede” Baxter), Ronan Carter (Christopher “Kit” Karter), Will Nye (Danny Jenkins), Steve Spiers (Steve Jenkins), Alfie Stewart (Keith Woods), Bobby Fuller (Jake Healy), Mel Giedroyc (Vanda Viazani), Rose Liston (Chloe), Sharlene Whyte (Beverly “Bev” Summers), Nina Jaspaul (Ashlii Summers), Alan Hall (Rico), Thulani Storm Sityata (Taylor Bell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Sailor Moon (cartoon, 137 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Asahi, 1992–1997; YTV (Canada), 1995


United States: Syndication, 1995

Premise: Serena Tsukino is a 14-year-old girl given the ability to transform into Sailor Moon through Luna, a magical talking cat. Her mission is to stop the evil Queen Beryl, leader of the Dark Kingdom, from destroying Earth. She is joined by other girls who have been transformed into Sailor Soldiers (as identified by the sailor outfits they wear): Amy Anderson (Sailor Mercury), Raye Hino (Sailor Mars), Lita Kino (Sailor Jupiter), Mina Aino (Sailor Venus), Trista Meioh (Sailor Pluto), Amara Tenoh (Sailor Uranus), Michelle Kaioh (Sailor Neptune), and Hotaru Tomoe (Sailor Saturn).

English Voice Cast: Linda Ballantyne and Terri Hawkes (Sailor Moon), Sarah Lafleur (Sailor Uranus), Barbara Radecki (Sailor Neptune), Karen Bernstein (Sailor Mercury), Emilie-Claire Barlow (Sailor Venus), Katie Griffin (Sailor Mars), Liza Balkan (Sailor Mercury), Naz Edwards (Queen Beryl), Jill Frappier (Luna)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Sailor of Fortune (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1956–1957

United States: Syndication, 1957

Premise: The Shipwreck, a motor freighter based in the Mediterranean and owned by Captain Grant Mitchell, transports both passengers and cargo (and sometimes “freight that is mildly illegal”). He is assisted by Alphonso (his engineer) and deckhands Sean and Johnny, and their experiences as they become involved in the various mysteries that await them in their ports of call are depicted.

Cast: Lorne Greene (Grant Mitchell), Rupert Davies (Alphonso [series]), Michael Balfour (Alphonso [pilot]), Jack MacGowran (Sean), Paul Carpenter (Johnny)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Saint (adventure, 118 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1962–1969

United States: Syndication, 1963 (71 black-and-white episodes); NBC, 1967 (41 color episodes); This TV (all episodes), 2014

Premise: Simon Templar, alias the Saint, is a wealthy adventurer who makes it his business to help people in trouble. Although considered criminal by the police, Templar is actually on their side and most often helps Claude Eustace Teal, the chief inspector of England’s Scotland Yard, solve baffling crimes. Simon, a master among thieves (hence his “wanted by the police” reputation), carries Diner’s Club and American Express cards, an international driver’s license, and a passport wherever he goes. Created by Leslie Charteris. In single, 1963 episodes, Wensley Pithey and Norman Pitt each played Inspector Teal before Ivor Dean took over the role.

Cast: Roger Moore (Simon Templar), Ivor Dean (Inspector Claude Eustace Teal)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Saint (pilot, CBS, June 12, 1987). Cast: Andrew Clarke (Simon Templar), George Rose (Woods, his butler)

Note: Two additional British versions were also produced:


	Return of the Saint (ITV, 1979; CBS, 1979). Cast: Ian Ogilvy (Simon Templar)

	The Saint (London Weekend Television, 1989; U.S. syndication, 1989). Cast: Simon Dutton (Simon Templar), David Ryall (Inspector Claude Eustace Teal)



Sapphire & Steele (science fiction, 34 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1979–1982

United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: When irregularities occur in time, unseen (and unknown) forces can transfer elements of medium atomic weight into life forces to safeguard the flow of time. Two such agents, identified only by their atomic weights—Sapphire, a gorgeous female who can take back time, and Steele, who possesses telekinesis—are sent to Earth in human form to intercede in situations where time has been compromised and return it to normal before it cannot be fixed and the horrors that develop become a real part of time.

Cast: David McCallum (Steele), Joanna Lumley (Sapphire)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Sarah Jane Adventures (science fiction, 53 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2007–2009

United States: Syfy, 2008

Premise: A spin-off from Doctor Who wherein Earth girl Sarah Jane Smith (Elisabeth Sladen) was a companion to the time-traveling Doctor Who, a Time Lord from the planet Gallifrey. In 1985, Sarah Jane returns to her life as a journalist in England. The Doctor gives her a parting gift (K-9, his mechanical dog), and a pilot was produced (K-9 and Company) but failed to sell as a series.

In 2007, the BBC reprised the Sarah Jane Smith character. She is a journalist, resides at 30 Banneman Road in England with K-9, and has secretly adopted Luke, a genetically engineered boy called an archetype (created by an extraterrestrial race called the Bane) who learns by observing. Sarah Jane’s battle against aliens is depicted with the additional help of Maria Jackson (who discovered her secret when she saw Sarah Jane helping a lost fairy find her way back home) and her friend Kelsey.

Cast: Elisabeth Sladen (Sarah Jane Smith), Yasmin Paige (Maria Jackson), Tommy Knight (Luke Smith), Porsha Lawrence-Mavour (Kelsey), Joseph Millson (Alan Jackson, Maria’s father), Alexander Armstrong (voice of Mr. Smith, Sarah Jane’s computer)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Scarlett Hill (serial; episodes unknown)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1962–1965

United States: Syndication, 1965

Premise: Events in the lives of the people who live at the Russell Boarding House (in Scarlett Hill, New York) as seen through the eyes of Kate Russell, its owner, and her teenage daughter, Ginny.

Cast: Beth Lockerbie (Kate Russell), Lucy Warner (Ginny Russell), Suzanne Bryant (Janice Turner), Gordon Pinsent (David Black), Ivor Barry (Walter Pendleton), Ed McNamara (Harry Russell), Cosette Lee (Pearl), Marty Stetrop (Tom Harvey), Alan Pearce (Sidney), Norman Ettinger (Sandy), Tony Kramriether (Dr. Spangle)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Scenes from a Marriage (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: Sweden

Network/Airdate: SVT, 1973

United States: PBS, 1977

Premise: A penetrating study of the incidents that break up and lead a couple (Marianne and Johan) to divorce after 10 years of marriage.

U.S. Host: Liv Ullman. Cast: Liv Ullman (Marianne), Eriand Josephson (Johan).

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Schitt’s Creek (comedy, 80 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2015–2020

United States: Syndication, 2019

Premise: Johnny Rose; his wife, Moira; and their children, Alexis and David, were once wealthy (the owners of a video store chain) but are now broke (defrauded by their business manager). Their only remaining asset is Schitt’s Creek, a small town that Johnny bought as a joke gift for David. Despite the town’s name, it becomes their new home, and the family’s efforts to readjust their lives (living, for example, in a run-down motel) and hopefully once again rebuild their fortune are depicted. Other Regulars: Roland Schitt, the mayor; Jocelyn, Roland’s wife; Mutt, their son; and Stevie Budd, the hotel manager.

Cast: Eugene Levy (Johnny Rose), Catherine O’Hara (Moira Rose), Annie Murphy (Alexis Rose), Dan Levy (David Rose), Chris Elliott (Roland Schitt), Jenn Robertson (Jocelyn Schitt), Emily Hampshire (Stevie Budd), Tim Rozon (Mutt Schitt)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020. In promos run by individual U.S. stations, the title is never mentioned (but is seen visually on the screen).

Seaway (adventure, 31 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1965–1966

United States: Syndication, 1965

Premise: The Ship Owners Association is an organization that is responsible for security along the St. Lawrence Seaway. It is based in Montreal, Canada, and supervised by Admiral Leslie Fox. Nick King is its chief agent, and his efforts to resolve the troublesome situations that threaten its security are depicted.

Cast: Stephen Young (Nick King), Austin Willis (Leslie Fox)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Second City Television (comedy, 135 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global (1976–1981), CBC (1980–1983)

United States: Syndication, 1977–1981; NBC, 1981 (as The SCTV Network 90 Comedy Show); NBC, 1981–1983 (as SCTV Network); Cinemax, 1983–1984 (as SCTV)

Premise: The mythical Second City Television Station, Channel 109, in Mellonville, Canada, provides the backdrop for a spoof of television via the programs broadcast throughout the day. Regulars: Guy Caballero, the station owner; Edith Prickley, the station manager; Lola Heatherton, the Las Vegas sexpot; Johnny LaRue, the nasty producer-star; Earl Cammembert, Floyd Robinson, and Moe Green, newscasters; Sammy Maudlin, the vain talk show host; Maureen Wallace, the SCTV tour guide; Bobby Bittman, the comic; and Count Floyd, the host of “Monster Horror Chiller Theater.”

Cast: Joe Flaherty (Guy Caballero/Count Floyd/Sammy Maudlin), Andrea Martin (Edith Prickley), Catherine O’Hara (Lola Heatherton/Maureen Wallace), John Candy (Johnny LaRue), Eugene Levy (Earl Cammembert/Bobby Bittman), Harold Ramis (Moe Green), Dave Thomas (Doug McKenzie), Rick Moranis (Bob McKenzie)

U.S. Adaptation:

The Subway Network (pilot, Syndication, June 17, 1989). Television programs and commercials are spoofed by the Subway Network, a broadcast channel based in the New York City subway system. Regulars: Brian, the president; Skip, the general manager; Scotty, the engineer; and Amanda, the intern.

Cast: Jim Fyfe (Brian), Jeff Stillson (Skip), Michael Carrington (Scotty), Anastacia Newkirk (Amanda)

The Secret Adventures of Jules Verne (adventure, 22 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2000

United States: Syndication, 2001

Premise: The Aurora (a dirigible) designed as a pleasure ship by Phileas Fogg is actually his base of operations as an agent for the British Secret Service. Phileas, a scientist, is a man of vision who believes science can make the world a better place. He is accompanied by his cousin, Rebecca, an agent skilled in the martial arts; his valet, Jean Passepartout; and Jules Verne, a writer who has joined with Phileas to acquire material for his stories (one to be based on Phileas called “Around the World in 80 Days”). It is the early 1860s, and an evil organization called the League of Darkness has emerged “to plunge the world into turmoil.” Although set in the Victorian era and encompassing weapons and technology that did not exist (like robots, flying battleships, and telescopic rifles), a battle to defeat the League is depicted through the “amazing adventures” the group encounters.

Cast: Chris Demetral (Jules Verne), Michael Praed (Phileas Fogg), Francesca Hunt (Rebecca Fogg), Michel Courtemanche (Jean Passepartout)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Secret Agent. See Danger Man.

Secret Army (drama, 43 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 1977–1979

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Lifeline is a World War II Belgian organization that helps Allied servicemen escape from the Germans and return to the fighting. The title refers to the least celebrated fighters of the war—the many people (including young women who were leaders) who were untrained, from all classes and occupations, and who ran escape lines in occupied Europe for the Allied airmen shot down on bombing raids to Germany. Getting the airmen back to bomb the Third Reich was their way of fighting the enemy (in reality, between 1941 and 1945, the Secret Army returned some 3,500 fliers to their U.K. bases). While the series is based on the actual Secret Army, the escape route, Lifeline, is a fictitious amalgam and not based on any actual one line. Regulars: Albert Foiret, the escape route organizer and owner of the Candide Restaurant in Brussels; Lisa Colbert, the head of Lifeline; John Curtis, the English liaison between Lifeline and military intelligence; Major Ludwig Kessler, the Gestapo head in Belgium; Monique Duchamps, a Lifeline leader; Major Brandt, a Luftwaffe officer; and Natalie, a resistance fighter.

Cast: Bernard Hepton (Albert Foiret), Jan Francis (Lisa Colbert), Christopher Neame (John Curtis), Clifford Rose (Major Ludwig Kessler), Angela Richards (Monique Duchamps), Michael Culver (Major Brandt), Julie Hill (Natalie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Seeing Things (crime drama, 43 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1981–1987

United States: Syndication, 1983

Premise: Louie Ciconne, a bumbling newspaper reporter for the Toronto (Canada) Gazette, possesses “second sight,” a gift to see the past and the future. Louie is married to Marge and the father of Jason, and his efforts to acquire stories by using his gifts to solve crimes are depicted. Other Regulars: Heather Medford, Louie’s friend, a lawyer; Max Spencer, Louie’s editor; Alberto, Louie’s father; and Anna, Louie’s mother.

Cast: Louis Del Grande (Louie Ciconne), Martha Gibson (Marge Ciconne), Ivan Beaulieu (Jason Ciconne), Janet Lanie Green (Heather Medford), Cec Linder (Max Spencer), Al Bernardo (Alberto Ciconne), Lynne Gordon (Anna Ciconne)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Sentimental Agent (adventure, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1963

United States: Syndication, 1963

Premise: Carlos Varela is a troubleshooter for Mercury International, a London, England–based import-export company whose job requires him to be on call whenever the need arises. Carlos often finds himself turning detective and relies on his keen sense of observation and ability to go unnoticed to achieve his goal: catching the criminals (thieves and con artists) who thrive on the goods his company handles. Miss Carter is his secretary, Chin is his valet, and Bill is Carlos’s associate.

Cast: Carlos Thompson (Carlos Varela), Clemence Bettany (Suzy Carter), Burt Kwouk (Chin Sung), John Turner (Bill Randall)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Shadow Raiders (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: YTV, 1998–1999

United States: Syndication, 1998 (as War Planets)

Premise: The Beast Planet, ruled by evil beings and bent on consuming all the planets in the solar system, attacks the planet Tek, where one girl, Tekla, and her robotic companion, Voxx, escape to the Cluster, a solar system of four planets (Fire, Rock, Bone, and Ice) that continually battle each other for their resources. On Planet Ice, Tekla meets Graveheart, a miner from Planet Rock, and learns that he has been assigned to unite the Cluster planets for an approaching war with the Beast Planet. Tekla joins with Graveheart, and their battle to defeat the Beast Planet is depicted.

Voice Cast: Paul Dobson (Graveheart), Donna Yamamoto (Tekla), Mark Oliver (King Cryos), Gary Chalk (Emperor Femur), Enuka Okuma (Jade), Tasha Simms (Lamprey), Jim Byrnes (Grand Vizier), Matt Hill (Prince Pyrus), Scott McNeil (Blokk)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the altered version above.

Shakespeare and Hathaway: Private Investigators (crime drama, 30 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2018–2020

United States: PBS, 2018

Premise: Shakespeare and Hathaway is a London, England–based private investigative service owned by Frank Hathaway, a former Scotland Yard detective inspector, and Luella Shakespeare, a wealthy, recent widow who, to find excitement, bought into Frank’s business. Their case assignments are depicted as they investigate crimes ranging from theft to murder. Sebastian, their assistant, an actor with the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts, uses his ability for disguises for undercover assignments; Gloria, a theatrical costumer, owns the building in which Sebastian lives.

Cast: Jo Joyner (Luella Shakespeare), Mark Benton (Frank Hathaway), Patrick Walshe McBride (Sebastian Brudenell), Amber Agar (Detective Inspector Christina Marlow), Tomos Eames (Detective Sergeant Joseph Keeler), Roberta Taylor (Gloria Fonteyn)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Shameless (comedy, 139 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Channel 4, 2004–2013

United States: Sundance, 2011

Premise: The Gallaghers, a family of nine (Frank, the father, and his children, Fiona, Lip, Ian, Carl, Debbie, Liam, Stella, and Nigel), live at the Chatsworth Estates at 2 Windsor Garden in England’s Greater Manchester. Frank (full name Vernon Francis “Frank” Gallagher) is an alcoholic who erroneously considers himself a decent, hardworking middle-class citizen (he is often unemployed). He quotes Shakespeare and the Bible and often rants and raves when he becomes intoxicated. He was married to Monica, with whom he had six children (Fiona, Lip, Carl, Debbie, Liam, and Stella), and one, Ian, he had in an extramarital affair (he also has two children with Sheila Jackson: Delia and Nigel). It was apparently Monica’s leaving him for her female lover (Norma Starkey) that started Frank on his downward spiral. The situations that befall the family, especially Frank, are depicted.

Cast: David Threlfall (Frank Gallagher), Anne-Marie Duff (Fiona Gallagher), Annabelle Apsion (Monica Gallagher), Rebecca Ryan (Debbie Gallagher), Gerald Kearns (Ian Gallagher), Elliott Tittensor (Carl Gallagher), Johnny Bennett and Joseph Furnace (Liam Gallagher), Jody La-tham (Lip Gallagher), Alice Barry (Lillian Tyler), Rebecca Atkinson (Karen Maguire), Nicky Evans (Shane Maguire), Tina Malone (Mimi Maguire), Ciaran Griffiths (Micky Maguire), Aaron McCusker (Jamie Maguire), Samantha Siddall (Mandy Maguire), Sean Gilder (Paddy Maguire), Annabel and Alanah Crampton (Stella Gallagher), Maxine Peake (Veronica)

U.S. Adaptation:

Shameless (series, Sundance, 2011). The Gallaghers, a family of seven (Frank, the father, and his children, Fiona, Debbie, Carl, Ian, Lip, and infant Liam), reside in Chicago and have little money to pay the bills (what money Frank earns is often spent at the local bar and partying). Frank, an alcoholic, loves his children, but as for caring for them, he feels they can fend for themselves. Fiona, the eldest child, is a young woman who finds the responsibility of raising her siblings falling on her shoulders. She works minimum-wage jobs, and the only fun she has is going out to clubs and dancing with her girlfriends. She is being pursued by Steve, a wealthy young man whose spendthrift ways simply do not impress her. Carl shares a room with his brothers Ian and Lip and has a knack for breaking the rules and winding up in trouble. Debbie, Fiona’s younger sister, cares for her baby brother, Liam, when no one else can and earns money by skimming a bit from what she collects for the various charities in which she involves herself. Ian is black, but the family has no clue how this occurred. He is gay, works at the local grocery store, and is in the army ROTC program at school. Philip, called Lip, is the brightest of the children and a whiz at science. He earns money by tutoring fellow classmate Karen in physics. Veronica, Fiona’s best friend, is eager to pursue a medical career but faces an uphill battle since she was caught stealing supplies from the hospital at which she worked. Kevin is her boyfriend; Sheila and Eddie are Karen’s parents.

Cast: William H. Macy (Frank Gallagher), Emmy Rossum (Fiona Gallagher), Ethan Cutkosky (Carl Gallagher), Emma Kennedy (Debbie Gallagher), Jeremy Allen White (Philip “Lip” Gallagher), Cameron Monaghan (Ian Gallagher), Justin Chatwin (Steve), Shanola Hampton (Veronica Fisher), Steve Howey (Kevin Ball), Laura Wiggins (Karen Jackson), Joan Cusack (Sheila Jackson), Joel Murray (Eddie Jackson), Blake Johnson and Brennan Johnson (Liam Gallagher), Jane Levy (Mandy Milkovich), Noel Fisher (Mickey Milkovich)

SheZow (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia, Canada

Network/Airdate: Network Ten, 2012–2013

United States: HUB, 2012

Premise: One day, after his Aunt Agnes’s passing, Guy Hamdon, a 12-year-old boy, inherits a ring that is actually a power ring and can transform anyone who possesses it into a superhero. Unfortunately for Guy, his curiosity to try on the ring transforms him into a female costumed superhero called SheZow (as the ring was meant to be worn only by a female). The 3-D animated program follows a boy’s adventures as he battles crime as a female (he returns to a boy when he completes a mission; by saying “You Go Girl!” with the ring on, he transforms into SheZow).

Voice Cast: Samuel Vincent (Guy/SheZow), Elizabeth Nabben (Aunt Agnes), Diana Kaarina, Matt Hill, Cecelia Ramsdale, Justin Kennedy, David Myler-Brown

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Shoebox Zoo (fantasy, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2004–2007

United States: Showtime, 2007

Premise: Many centuries ago in Scotland, a great wizard named Michael Scot forged an evil manuscript called The Book of Forbidden Knowledge. When four of his students (Ailsa, Wolfgang, Bruno, and Edwin) attempted to steal it, Scot cast a spell that transformed them into wooden toy animals and placed them in a shoe box as punishment.

Realizing that the book is evil, McTaggart, Scot’s servant, steals it, places it in a barrel, and throws it into the sea. The book has remained lost, but the shoe box and Michael Scot still exist. Marnie McBride, an 11-year-old American girl living in Edinburgh, Scotland, with her father, Ross, the curator of the Edinburgh University Library, stumbles across an old junk shop where she finds the shoe box. As Marnie becomes fascinated by the shoe box, the shop owner, Michael Scot, presents her with it as a present. Michael believes Marnie is the Chosen One and can awaken the four animals (Ailsa the Snake, Bruno the Bear, Wolfgang the Wolf, and Edwin the Eagle). At home, while examining the animals, Marnie pretends to be a magician and waves a spoon over them. When she says, “Awake, awake for I am your master,” the animals come to life and Marnie learns that she is the Chosen One and must find the book and destroy it before her twelfth birthday. If she fails, a great evil will be unleashed on the world. Unknown to Marnie, an evil shape-shifter (Toledo), created by Scot, is also after the book. Season 1 episodes follow Marnie and the Shoebox Zoo animals (as she calls them) as they seek The Forbidden Book of Knowledge.

Season 2 begins with Marnie returning to her home in Denver, Colorado, to live with her grandparents (Bobby and Dorothy Campbell), while her father, a widower, continues working in Scotland. Here, she reveals her secret to her best friend, Kyle, the grandson of Nathaniel, a Native American who has a mystical connection to the Shoebox Zoo. Marnie, Kyle, and the shoe box animals are followed as they begin a dangerous quest to find and destroy the book.

Cast: Vivien Endicott-Douglas (Marnie McBride), Yudii Mercredi (Kyle Stone), Bill Paterson (Storyteller), Jason Connery (Ross McBride), Peter Mullan (Michael Scot), Tony Donaldson (Toledo), David McKay (Mc-Taggart), Paul Coeur (Bobby Campbell), Valerie Ann Pearson (Dorothy Campbell), Natascha Girgis (Dawn Queen), Gordon Tootoosis (Nathaniel). Voices: Siobhan Redmond (Ailsa the Snake), Alan Cumming (Bruno the Bear), Rik Mayall (Edwin the Eagle), Simon Callow (Wolfgang the Wolf).

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Shoestring (crime drama, 21 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 1979–1980

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Eddie Shoestring is an unconventional private detective working for Radio West, a local station in England’s West Country, who acquires his cases from the listeners who phone in with their problems. Lacking money, class, a fast car, and a fancy wardrobe, Eddie relies on his scruffy style, off-center view of life, and artistic and musical talents (making him an unlikely but popular hero on British TV) to solve crimes. Other Regulars: Erica Bayliss, the barrister who assists Eddie; Don Satchley, the managing director of Radio West; and Sonia Price, the station receptionist.

Cast: Trevor Eve (Eddie Shoestring), Doran Godwin (Erica Bayliss), Michael Medwin (Don Satchley), Liz Crowther (Sonia Price)

U.S. Adaptation: While not directly associated with Shoestring, two similar programs aired:


	Midnight Caller (NBC, 1988). Jack Killian, an ex–police inspector, hosts Midnight Caller, a San Francisco radio call-in program on KCJM (93.3 FM) where he investigates crimes based on listener calls.Cast: Gary Cole (Jack Killian)


	Original Sins (pilot, CBS, April 12, 1991). Father Jonathan Frain, a Catholic priest on a sabbatical, hosts True Confessions, a call-in radio program on WPOV (88.7 FM) where he helps people through the phone calls he receives.Cast: Mark Harmon (Father Jonathan Frain)




Sinbad (adventure, 12 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Sky 1, 2012

United States: Syfy, 2013

Premise: Sinbad, a young scamp growing up on the streets of ancient Baghdad, survives by picking pockets. One day, he is caught stealing by the son of the powerful Lord Akbari. A fistfight ensues, and Sinbad accidentally kills his opponent. In revenge, Akbari has Sinbad’s brother (Jamil) killed. Sinbad’s grandmother, Safia, believing that Sinbad is responsible for his brother’s death, uses a magic talisman to curse him from staying on land for more than 24 hours at a time; if he should stay longer, the talisman will choke him to death. Now, unable to remain on land, Sinbad takes refuge aboard the ship Providence. During a voyage, a creature called a Smoke Monster attacks the ship and kills all aboard except for Sinbad, Anwar (the ship’s doctor), Gunnar (a Norse trader), Nala (a noblewoman on the run), Rina (a thief), and Cook, the ship’s cook. As Sinbad becomes captain of the ship, he and his crew’s exploits are chronicled as they sail the high seas with Sinbad unaware that he is still being hunted by Lord Akbari, who feels that the death of Sinbad’s brother is not payment enough for the death of his son.

Cast: Elliot Knight (Sinbad), Dimitri Leonidas (Anwar), Marama Corlett (Rina), Estella Daniels (Nala), Elliot Cowan (Gunnar), Janet Suzman (Safia), Junix Inocian (Cook), Naveen Andrews (Lord Akbari), Orla Brady (Taryn the Sorceress)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but in 1960, Steve Reeves was cast as Sinbad in a script-only proposal (for syndication) that was to follow Sinbad, the fictional sailor, as he defends the helpless. Three years earlier, in 1957, a children’s version of the Sinbad character, Sinbad the Sailor, featured tales of the legendary sailor as told through the puppets of Bil and Cora Baird. See also The Adventures of Sinbad.

The Singing Detective (crime drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1986

United States: PBS, 1988

Premise: Philip E. Marlow, a mystery writer suffering from a debilitating disease, lives his detective stories through his imagination and hallucinations. Philip (named after the fictional detective Philip Marlow created by Raymond Chandler) suffers from chronic skin and joint disease (called psoriatic arthropathy), and it has partially crippled his hands and feet. Philip has written an escapist novel (The Singing Detective) about a private investigator named Philip Marlow, who sings at a dance club and takes the cases no other detective would handle. Because of his constant pain (and refusal to take his medication), Philip becomes trapped in his imagination, and the viewer sees not only him investigating crimes but also flashbacks to his childhood with his mother in London during World War II and his time as a schoolboy (when Mark Binney was his friend).

Cast: Michael Gambon (Philip Marlow), Lyndon Davies (Philip as a boy), William Speakman (Mark Binney), Janet Suzman (Nicola), Patrick Malahide (adult Mark/Binney/Raymond), Alison Steadman (Philip’s mother)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Six Wives of Henry the VIII (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1970

United States: CBS, 1971

Premise: The life of Henry VIII (1491–1547), ruler of England during the sixteenth century, with a focus on the six women he married in his quest to have a male heir to the throne: Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard, and Catherine Parr.


Cast: Keith Michell (Henry VIII), Annette Crosbie (Catherine of Aragon), Dorothy Tutin (Anne Boleyn), Anne Stallybrass (Jane Seymour), Elvi Hale (Anne of Cleves), Angela Pleasance (Catherine Howard), Rosalie Crutchley (Catherine Parr), Patrick Troughton (Duke of Norfolk), Verina Greenlaw (Princess Mary), John Ronane (Thomas Seymour), Sheila Burrell (Lady Rochford), Bernard Hepton (Archbishop Crammer), Michael Osborne (Mark Smeaton). Narrator: Anthony Quayle.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Skins (drama, 61 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: E4, 2007–2011

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: A group of freshmen at Roundview College in Bristol, England, are profiled as they face the daily pressures of life: Tony, the most popular student; Michelle, a girl who knows she is sultry and sexy and who is dating Tony; Cassie, who is described as “completely bonkers,” is anorexic, and has low self-esteem; Sid, Tony’s “best bud,” a 16-year-old who longs for a girl like Michelle; Chris, the class clown; Maxxie, a gay male struggling to cope with his sexuality; Anwar, Maxxie’s friend, a Muslim trying to break away from the strict traditions of his family and find independence; and Jal, Michelle’s best friend (who believes she is the best clarinet player in the country).

Cast: Nicholas Hoult (Tony Stonem), April Pearson (Michelle Richardson), Hannah Murray (Cassie), Mike Bailey (Sid Jenkins), Dev Patel (Anwar), Larissa Wilson (Jal), Joe Dempsie (Chris), Mitch Hewer (Maxxie Oliver)

U.S. Adaptation:

Skins (series, MTV, 2011). Events in the lives of a group of despicable blue-collar teenagers: Tony, manipulative and obsessed with sex; Michelle, Tony’s girlfriend, “gorgeous, not academic, and not stupid”; Stanley, a virgin who longs for Michelle; Abud, a Muslim who enjoys girls, drugs, and rock and roll, while his parents would like him to be at the mosque praying; Tea, a 16-year-old lesbian who loves to drink; Daisy, a child prodigy (classical trumpet) and the voice of reason in the group; Chris, a slacker (no future plans other than smoking, engaging in sexual activity, and stealing); Cadie, a neurotic girl with little self-esteem; and Eura, Tony’s younger sister, “mysterious, elusive, and beautiful.”

Cast: James Newman (Tony), Rachel Thevenard (Michelle), Daniel Flaherty (Stanley), Sofia Black-D’Elia (Tea), Ron Mustafaa (Abub), Camille Cresencia-Mills (Daisy), Jesse Carere (Chris), Britine Old-ford (Cadie), Eleanor Zichy (Eura)


Skins: The New Class (drama, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: E4, 2011–2013

United States: BBC America, 2012

Premise: Incidents in the lives of a new freshman class at Roundview College in Bristol, England: Effy, the queen bee, a beautiful but mysterious girl; Pandora, the sweet but kooky girl; Katie and Emily, twins who are shedding their identical personalities for separate identities; Naomi, the idealist who stands up for anything she believes in; Freddie, the skateboarder who smokes weed; J.J. (Jonah Jeremiah Jones), the brainy student; and Cook, the schemer.

Cast: Kaya Scodelario (Effy Stoneman), Lisa Backwell (Pandora Moon), Lily Loveless (Naomi Campbell), Meghan Prescott (Katie Fitch), Kathryn Prescott (Emily Fitch), Jack O’Connell (James Cook), Luke Pasqualino (Freddie Mclair), Ollie Barbieri (J. J. Jones)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Skippy, the Bush Kangaroo (adventure, 91 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1967–1969

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: Skippy is an eastern grey kangaroo and the pet of Sonny Hammond, the son of Matt Hammond, head ranger at the Waratah National Park in Australia. Matt, a widower, is also the father of Mark and the guardian of Clarissa “Clancy” Merrick, the daughter of a close friend (Clancy’s father, a park ranger, had been transferred to northern New South Wales; she is staying with the Hammonds until she completes her high school education). Sonny and Skippy’s adventures are depicted as they help Matt protect the wildlife park from poachers. Other Regulars: Dr. Anna Steiner, the German scientist who helps Matt; Jerry King, the flight (helicopter) ranger; Sir Adrian Gillespie, the head of the National Parks Board; and Bernard Gillies, the police sergeant.

Cast: Ed Devereaux (Matt Hammond), Garry Pankhurst (Sonny Hammond), Ken James (Mark Hammond), Tony Bonner (Jerry King), Liza Goddard (Clarissa “Clancy” Merrick), Elke Neidhardt (Dr. Anna Steiner), John Warwick (Sir Adrian Gillespie), Morgan Brian (Sergeant Bernard Gillies)

U.S. Adaptation: None, although the program has been compared to a kangaroo version of the U.S. series Flipper and Lassie.

Sky Trackers (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1994


United States: Retro TV, 2019

Premise: Nikki, Mike, and Maggie are children who live with their parents at a NASA space tracking station in the Australian Outback. It is here that scientists monitor meteorites, track unidentified flying objects, and listen for signals from outer space. The situations in which the children become involved are depicted. Nikki, 13 years old, loves science, and her dream is to become the first person to land on Mars; Mike, 14, is just the opposite and believes science is for losers; and Maggie, 9 years old, is Nikki’s sister, a girl who is amazed by what she observes from outer space but not quite sure if she wants to follow in the footsteps of her mother, scientist Marie Colbert. Tony is Mike’s father.

Cast: Petra Jared (Nikki Colbert), Zbych Trofimiuk (Mike Masters), Emily-Jane Romig (Maggie Colbert), Anna Maria Monticelli (Marie Colbert), Steve Jacobs (Tony Masters), Rosalind Hammond (Effie), Marco Chiappi (Christian), Paul Sonkkila (Frank Giles)

U.S. Adaptation: A U.S.–Australian TV movie, Sky Trackers (based on the series), was produced in 1995. Here Dr. Tony Masters overseas an operation wherein he and Dr. Spencer Jenkins, members of NASA’s Tidbinbilla Tracking Station in Australia, attempt to locate a deadly satellite (containing a biological experiment) that has lost its orbit and landed somewhere in the Australian Outback.

Cast: Pamela Sue Martin (Dr. Spencer Jenkins), Paul Williams (Dr. Tony Masters), Maia Brewton (Ali Barnes), Justin Rosinak (Mike Masters), Courtney Keiler (Fiona Barnes)

Snowy River: The MacGregor Saga. See The Man from Snowy River.

Sophie (comedy, 32 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 2008–2009

United States: ABC Family, 2009

Premise: Sophie Parker is a single mother of Robbie (from a one-night stand with Andre, a Manhattan taxicab driver) who lives with her mother, Judith, a control freak determined to see that Sophie marries so that Robbie will have a male figure in his life. The events that befall Sophie, the owner of a talent agency, as she attempts to lead a life free of her mother’s interference are depicted. Other Regulars: Rick, the owner of a rival agency and Sophie’s former boyfriend; Melissa, Rick’s current, slightly offbeat girlfriend; Estelle, an actress and Sophie’s client; Matt, Sophie’s best friend, a gay who is seeking the perfect mate; Ophelia, Estelle’s adopted Chinese daughter (who has little respect for Estelle); Bridget, Sophie’s receptionist; and Christian, Sophie’s younger brother, an ex-convict who is seeking to turn his prison experience into a reality TV series. Adapted from the French series Les Hauts et les bas de Sophie Paquin.

Cast: Natalie Brown (Sophie Parker), Sebastian Spence (Rick Ryder), Mimi Kuzak (Judith Parker), Sara Botsford (Estelle Burroughs), Jeff Geddis (Matt Scott), Amy Ciupak Lalonde (Melissa Bryant), Chantelle Chung (Ophelia Burroughs), Tyler Hynes (Christian Parker), Lyriq Bent (Andre), Stephanie Demers (Bernard), Nathaniel Julian, Justin Richards, and Yacoub Kane (Baby Robbie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Space Giants (adventure, 52 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji TV, 1966–1967

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: When Matuslah, an aging extraterrestrial scientist, learns of a plan by the evil, alien scientist Rodak to destroy planet Earth, he travels to Earth to aide them in their forthcoming battle by constructing Goldar, a 50-foot robot forged from gold; Silvar, his 50-foot silver robot wife; and Gam, their gold robot son. Rodak has established a base in an orbiting spaceship with an advanced laboratory and manufactures and sends to Earth giant, prehistoric-like monsters to carry out his plan of domination. Goldar and his family are followed as they battle Rodak’s creations. In the original Japanese version, Goldar is called Magma; Silvar, Mol; and Rodak, Goa.

English Voice Cast: Paul Hecht and Ray Owens (Goldar/Rodak), Larry Robinson (Ito Mura), Peter Fernandez (Kita), Earl Hammond, Paulette Rubinstein

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Space Precinct (science fiction, 24 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Sky One, 1994–1995

United States: Syndication, 1994

Premise: Demeter City, a futuristic metropolis on the planet Altor, has been colonized by Earth. While there are good earthlings living among aliens, there are also an array of crimes committed by both aliens and humans. To battle the criminal element, Patrick Brogan, a detective with the New York Police Department, is transferred to Demeter City and teamed with fellow officer Jack Haldane. Their struggles to adjust to life on a new planet and battle the criminal elements that exist are depicted. Other Regulars: Jane Castle, Jack’s love interest; Sally Brogan, Patrick’s wife; and Nick and Liz, Patrick’s children.


Cast: Ted Shackelford (Lieutenant Patrick Brogan), Rob Youngblood (Officer Jack Haldane), Simone Bendix (Officer Jane Castle), Nancy Paul (Sally Brogan), Nick Klein (Matt Brogan), Megan Olive (Liz Brogan), Jerome Willis (Captain Rexton Podly), Mary Woodvine (Officer Aurelia Took)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Speed Racer (cartoon, 52 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: Fuji TV, 1966–1968

United States: Syndication, 1967

Premise: The Special Formula Mach Five is the car of Speed Racer, a daring young race car driver. His various races and efforts to battle the unscrupulous characters he encounters are depicted. Other Regulars: Trixie, Speed’s girlfriend; Spridal, Speed’s younger brother; Racer X, Speed’s older brother; Pops and Mom Racer, Speed’s parents; and Chim Chim, Spridal’s pet monkey.

English Voice Cast: Peter Fernandez (Speed Racer/Racer X), Corinne Orr (Trixie/Spritle/Mom Racer), Jack Curtis (Pops Racer/Inspector Detector), Jack Grimes (Chim Chim/Sparky)

U.S. Adaptation:

Speed Racer: The Next Generation (cartoon, Nickelodeon, 2008). When the new version begins, it is established that Speed Racer, son of the Racer family, has disappeared, and his whereabouts are unknown. The Racers have established the Racing Academy (to train young drivers; Spritle, Speed’s young brother, is its headmaster). Speed left two children behind—Speed and X—both of whom dream of becoming famous racers. Speed and X are followed as they train to live their dream. CGI computer animation is mixed with traditional animation for the racing sequences that spotlight the series trademark, the Mach Five car, and its successor, the Mach Six.

Voice Cast: Kurt Csolak (Speed Racer), Robbie Soblett (X Racer), Peter Fernandez (Spritle Racer), Sahra Mellesse (Lucy), Carter Jackson (Conor), David Zen Mansley (Professor Aniskov), Mami Kimura (Professor Susan Winn)

Spellbinder (fantasy, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia, Poland

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1995

United States: Disney Channel, 1995; Retro TV, 2019

Premise: While attending a school camp in Australia’s Blue Mountains, Paul Reynolds decides to play a prank and scare his fellow students. While rigging a ghost to appear, the cable that Paul uses comes too close to power lines, and an electrical anomaly occurs, propelling Paul into a far less advanced, alternate universe that is ruled by people called Spellbinders. It is here that Paul meets Riana, a girl in battle with Ashka, an evil Spellbinder seeking to become an all-powerful ruler, and joins forces with her to defeat Ashka (in return, Riana will help Paul find the doorway that leads back to his universe; in the final episode, Paul and Riana defeat Ashka, who is arrested for her crimes, and Paul returns to his universe with the gateway between the two universes permanently closed). Other Regulars: Brian, Paul’s father, a scientist; Correon, Mara, and Lukan, regents (governors); Gryvon, Ashka’s apprentice; Arla and Jal, Riana’s siblings; Bron and Maran, Riana’s parents; Christine, Paul’s sister; and Alex and Katrina, Paul’s friends. See also the next title.

Cast: Zbych Trofimiuk (Paul Reynolds), Gosia Piotrowska (Riana), Heather Mitchell (Ashka), Brian Rooney (Alex Katsonis), Michela Noonan (Katrina Muggleton), Andrew McFarlane (Brian Reynolds), Georgina Fisher (Christine Reynolds), Krzysztof Kumor (Correon), Rafal Zwierz (Gryvon), Hanna Dunowska (Marna), Joachim Lamza (Lukan), Julia Biczysko (Jal), Erland Buchan (Jal), Slawa Michalewska (Mara), Andrzeji Grabarczyk (Bron)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Spellbinder: Land of the Dragon Lord (fantasy, 26 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1997

United States: Disney Channel, 1997; Retro TV, 2019

Premise: A sequel to Spellbinder. Kathy Morgan, a 15-year-old girl living in Australia, is out exploring when she finds an unusual boat next to a lake and is pulled through a doorway into a parallel universe (the Land of the Dragon Lord) ruled by advanced technology (a computer called Oracle runs the empire). Kathy is followed as she seeks to find the secret of the way back to her world—a quest that is jeopardized by Ashka (from the original series; see above title), an evil Spellbinder who has escaped from prison and now seeks to use Kathy as a pawn in her efforts to acquire power. Other Regulars: Mek, the young man who helps Kathy adjust to her new surroundings; Sun, the Dragon Lord; Vicky and Carl, Kathy’s parents; Josh, Kathy’s older brother; Princess Aya, Sun’s older sister; and Jasmine, Josh’s girlfriend.

Cast: Lauren Hewett (Kathy Morgan), Heather Mitchell (Ashka), Anthony Wong (Mek), Leonard Fung (Sun), Ryan Kwanten (Josh Morgan), Lenore Smith (Vicky Morgan), Peter O’Brien (Carl Morgan), Hu Xin (Princess Aya), Gui Jeilan (Jasmine)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Spitting Image (comedy, 132 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1984–1996

United States: Showtime, 1986

Premise: A satire of contemporary celebrities and political figures as seen through elaborate embellishments of selected subjects through life-size puppets (created by the Spitting Image Workshop in England).

Cast: Steve Nallon (playing Margaret Thatcher), Kate Robbins (Queen Elizabeth II), Chris Barrie, Jon Glover, Steve Coogan, Roger Blake, Alistair McGowan

U.S. Adaptations:


	Spitting Image. Three NBC pilots were produced that focus on American politicians. The first pilot, “Down and Out in the White House” (August 30, 1986), finds a group of celebrities plotting to secretly control the United States by having Sylvester Stallone elected president. The second pilot, “The Ronnie and Nancy Show” (January 14, 1987), has First Lady Nancy Reagan attempting to throw a surprise birthday party for her husband, President Ronald Reagan. The third pilot, “The 1987 Movie Awards” (March 26, 1987), finds Leonard Nimoy plotting to win an Oscar.Host: David Frost. Voices: Chris Barrie, Louise DuArt, John Glover, Jessica Martin, John Sessions, Harry Shearer, Pamela Stephenson, Frank Welker.


	D.C. Follies (series, syndication, 1987). The Follies is a Washington, D.C.–based bar where the bartender (Fred) interacts with life-size puppets (the Krofft Puppets) to satirize celebrities and popular culture but mostly the U.S. political scene.Cast: Fred Willard (Fred). Voices: Louise DuArt, Maurice LaMarche, John Roarke, Joe Alaskey.



Note: In 2020, England produced an update of the series, Spitting Image, that aired in the United States on Facebook and again poked fun at both American and British political figures as well as celebrities through life-size puppets. Voices include Billy West, Debra Stephenson, John DiMaggie, Lewis MacLeod, Jess Robinson, Indira Varma, Gus Khan, and Matt Forde.

Spooks (crime drama, 86 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2002–2011

United States: Syndication, 2009 (as M.I. 5)

Premise: The work of the agents attached to Section D of M.I. 5, the United Kingdom’s intelligence organization (comparable to America’s CIA). Main Characters: Sir Harry Pearce, head of the Department of Counterterrorism; Jo Portman, case officer; Lucas North, senior case officer; Malcolm Wynn-Jones and Ruth Evershed, data analysts; Nicholas Blake, head of British Home Security; Sir Richard Dolby, M.I. 5 general director; Tessa Phillips, Section K senior case officer; Fiona Carter, M.I. 5 agent; Adam Carter, Section D chief; Zoe Reynolds, Helen Flynn, and Danny Hunter, case agents; Connie James, senior analyst; and Juliet Shaw, National Security coordinator.

Cast: Peter Firth (Harry Pearce), Hermione Norris (Jo Portman), Richard Armitage (Lucas North), Hugh Simon (Malcolm Wynn-Jones), Robert Glenister (Nicholas Blake), Robert East (Richard Dolby), Jenny Agutter (Tessa Phillips), Matthew MacFayden (Tom Quinn), Rupert Penry-Jones (Adam Carter), Olga Sosnovska (Fiona Carter), Keeley Hawes (Zoe Reynolds), David Oyelowo (Danny Hunter), Lisa Faulkner (Helen Flynn), Nicola Walker (Ruth Evershed), Gemma Jones (Connie James), Anna Chancellor (Juliet Shaw)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Star Cops (science fiction, 9 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1987

United States: Syndication, 1991

Premise: It is the early twenty-first century, and the E.S.L. (European Space Liaison) has been established to protect Earth families that have begun to settle on the moon (in colonies called Outposts). Britain, Australia, and Russia are members (but not the United States), and a police force, Star Cops (headquartered at Moon Base One), protects settlers from outlaws. Nathan Spring is the commander, and inspectors Pal Kenzey, David Thoreaux, and Colin Devis assist him. Justin Hayward performs the theme, “In the Shadow of the Moon.”

Cast: David Calder (Nathan Spring), Linda Newton (Pal Kenzey), Erik Ray Evans (David Thoreaux), Trevor Cooper (Colin Devis)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Star Hunter (science fiction, 44 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Movie Network, 2000–2004

United States: Syndication, 2001

Premise: The Tulip, a former space cruise ship operated by Trans Utopian Lines, has been purchased by Rudolpho DeLunna and reoutfitted for his purposes: that of a bounty-hunting ship. His experiences as he patrols the galaxy in the year 2300 seeking fugitive criminals are depicted. Other Regulars: Callista “Callie” Larkadia, his partner; Dante Montana, Rudolpho’s assistant; Percy Montana, Dante’s niece; Lucrecia Scott, a former marine and bounty hunter; Travis, Dante’s son; and Marcus, Travis’s sidekick.

Cast: Stephen Marcus (Rudolpho DeLuna), Dawn Stern (Callista Larkadia), Michael Kevin Pare (Dante Montana), Tanya Allen (Percy Montana), Clive Robertson (Travis Montana), Paul Fox (Marcus Fagen), Lindy Booth (Serena DeLunna)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Star Maidens (science fiction, 13 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom, Germany

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1976

United States: Syndication, 1977

Premise: Medusa, a planet in the solar system Proxsema Centauri, is ruled by women (men are subservient). For 1,000 orbits, the populace enjoyed a life of serenity until the great comet Dioceses passed over the planet and changed Medusa’s orbit (dragging it to the frozen regions of outer space). Before its final destination as a planet of ice, the Medusans plan and construct a new world beneath the surface. Now, frozen and having drifted for generations, the planet locks itself onto the orbit of planet Earth. Earth, however, contradicts the Medusans’ programmed society and is declared off limits to its citizens. As with all laws, it too is broken when two Medusan men, Adam and Shem, escape to Earth and open the doorway for the inhabitants of both worlds to meet. Incidents in the lives of the earthlings and Medusans as they meet and interact for the first time are depicted.

Fulvia and Octavia are Medusan leaders; Clara is head of the Supreme Council of Medusa; Liz Baker, Rudi Schmitt, and Professor Evans are Earth scientists; Kate Moss is a featured Earth girl; and Andrea is a featured Medusan.

Cast: Judy Geeson (Fulvia), Christine Kruger (Octavia), Liz Harrow (Liz Becker), Dawn Addams (Clara), Pierre Brice (Adam), Gareth Thomas (Shem), Derek Farr (Professor Evans), Jenny Morgan (Kate Moss), Christian Quadflieg (Rudi Schmitt), Uschi Mellin (Andrea), Penelope Horner (Medusan public address announcer)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Starlost (science fiction, 16 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1973–1974

United States: Syndication, 1973

Premise: It is the year 2285 when life on planet Earth is threatened by an unnamed catastrophe. To save the human race, the Committee of Scientists and Philosophers selects desirable elements of Earth life to seed other planets and build Earth Ship Ark, an organic cluster of environmental domes called biospheres wherein 3 million humans are placed in suspended animation. The Ark, programmed to find a Class Six star, traveled for 100 years before it locked onto a collision course with a Class G solar star. “No further data recorded.” It is now the year 2795, and Earth has begun to revitalize itself, but civilization as it once was no longer exists. People live simple lives and are led by Creators. In the Canadian community of Cypress Corners, a poor blacksmith (Devon) is ordered to be terminated when he falls in love with Rachel, a girl of high social status (and engaged to Garth). In an attempt to be together, Devon and Rachel flee Devon’s captors and retreat to an area deemed forbidden as an evil object (the Ark) is contained there. But they are not alone, as Garth has followed them. It is here, when they enter the Ark, that a computer (Mulander 165) informs them of the Ark’s purpose and relaunches it to continue on its preprogrammed journey. Devon, Rachel, and Garth are followed as they explore the various biospheres, seeking someone or something to explain the mystery of the great catastrophe and save the remains of Earth life by finding the Class Six star, the Starlost. Other Regulars: Oro, the alien from the planet Xar, whose Explorer Craft 531 crashed into the Ark (he is now a prisoner), and Idona, from the Ark biosphere Igret and known as 419B2, who was saved by Oro when he discovered her gasping for breath in her now contaminated biosphere; she now assists him.

Cast: Keir Dullea (Devon), Gay Rowan (Rachel), Robin Ward (Garth), William Osler (Mulander 165), Walter Koenig (Oro), Alexandra Bastedo (Idona)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

State of Play (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2003

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: The mysterious death of a young woman (Sonia Baker) who worked for Stephen Collins, a member of Parliament, arouses the curiosity of Cal McCaffrey, a reporter for the British tabloid The Herald. It appears, through Cal’s investigation, that Sonia uncovered something unethical that ended her life (a conspiracy that linked Collins to the oil industry). Cal’s investigation into the case is examined as he seeks the evidence needed to prove not only the conspiracy but also that Collins killed Sonia to protect himself. Other Regulars: Cameron, the paper’s editor; Anne, Stephen’s wife; and Dan, Cameron’s son, a reporter.

Cast: John Simm (Cal McCaffrey), David Morrissey (Stephen Collins), Kelly McDonald (Della Smith), Bill Nighy (Cameron Foster), Polly Walker (Anne Collins), James McAvoy (Dan Foster), Amelia Bullmore (Helen Prager), Benedict Wong (Peter Ching), Philip Glenister (William Bell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Steptoe and Son (comedy, 57 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1962–1974

United States: Syndication, 1984

Premise: Steptoe and Son Scrap Merchandise is a junkyard owned and operated by Albert Steptoe and his son, Harold, on Oil Drum Lane in Shepherd’s Bush, London, England. Albert, an elderly “rag-and-bone man” (junk dealer), is set in his ways (and happy with his junk empire), while Harold is just the opposite, unhappy with what he is doing and hoping for bigger and better things. Their differing views on life and the arguments that result are depicted with Harold, more than Albert, struggling to deal with the lives they are living.

Cast: Wilfrid Brambell (Albert Steptoe), Harry H. Corbett (Harold Step-toe), Rose Hill (Auntie May), George A. Cooper (Uncle Arthur), Mollie Sugden (Auntie Minnie)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Steptoe and Son (unaired pilot, NBC, 1965). The same format is followed with Lee Tracy as Albert and Aldo Ray as Harold.

	Sanford and Son (unaired pilot, NBC, 1967). Barnard Hughes as the father and Paul Sorvino as his son in a proposal produced by Norman Lear.

	Sanford and Son (series, NBC, 1972). The 40-by-60-foot lot at 9114 South Central in Los Angeles is home to Fred and Lamont Sanford, father and son junk dealers and owners of Sanford and Son Salvage. Like the British series, their continual arguing is depicted, most often revolving around Lamont’s dissatisfaction living the life he is and his father’s unwillingness to change his life for the better (as he is living his junkyard dream).Cast: Redd Foxx (Fred Sanford), Demond Wilson (Lamont Sanford), Whitman Mayo, (Grady Wilson), LaWanda Page (Esther Anderson)



Note: In 1977, NBC presented Sanford Arms, a spin-off from Sanford and Son wherein Fred sells his empire to Phil Wheeler (Theodore Wilson), a retired army man who transforms it into the Sanford Arms rooming house. Sanford and Son was continued in the 1980 NBC series Sanford, wherein Fred Sanford (Redd Foxx) resumes his junk business with his white partner, the not-too-bright Cal Pettie (Dennis Burkley); it is revealed that Lamont, Fred’s son, left to work on the Alaska Pipeline.


Stingray (marionette adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1964–1965

United States: Syndication, 1965; Comet TV, 2019

Premise: Stingray is a futuristic submarine that battles evil on behalf of the World Aquanaut Security Patrol. Troy Tempest, a graduate of the World Naval Academy in San Diego and a former member of the World Navy Submarine Service, captains it. Troy believed that life existed under the sea, and in the year 2064, he proved it when he made contact with the people of Pacifica (most notably the beautiful Marina). Marina is human in appearance but has green hair and webbed feet. She is the daughter of Aphong, the ruler of Pacifica (whose people are physically incapable of speaking), and now part of Troy’s crew. Other Regulars: Lieutenant George Sheridan, nicknamed Phones, the hydrophone operator on Stingray; Atlanta Shore, the daughter of Sam Shore (commander of the World Aquanaut Security Patrol at Marineville Base, the headquarters of Stingray); John Fisher, the relief controller at the base; and Titan, “the enemy of mankind.” Titan, born in the year 1835 in the underwater city of Hydroma in the Pacific Ocean, seeks to control the oceans of the world; he is assisted by Artura, an electronics genius who has the code X-20.

Voice Cast: Don Mason (Troy Tempest), Robert Easton (George “Phones” Sheridan), Lois Maxwell (Atlanta Shore), Ray Barrett (Sam Shore), Ray Barrett (John Fisher), Ray Barrett (Titan), Robert Easton (Artura)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Strange Days at Blake Holsey High (drama, 42 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Global TV, 2002–2006

United States: Discovery Kids, 2002

Premise: Blake Holsey High is a boarding school that excels in science. But behind the closed doors, the paranormal also exists: strange events that seem to have no logical explanations. Josie Trent (the daughter of Kelly Trent), an inquisitive new student, is drawn into all that exists beyond the ordinary. Her experiences and those of her friends Corinne, Lucas, and Marshall are explored as they seek the answers to the mysteries that surround them. It is believed that “all this weird stuff originates” at the nearby Pearadyne Labs, where 15 years earlier, an unexplained chemical accident contaminated the grounds. Other Regulars: Corinne, Josie’s roommate (room 21); Marshall, the geek student (member of the school’s band, Magnet 360); Lucas, the nerdy student; Noel, the science professor; Amanda, the principal; Victor Pearson, the father of student Vaughn Pearson and head of Pearadyne Labs; and the “Janitor,” a mysterious figure who appears to have some connection to the labs and cleans up the remnants left by strange occurrences.

Cast: Emma Taylor-Isherwood (Josie Trent), Shadia Simmons (Corinne Baxter), Noah Reid (Marshall Wheeler), Michael Seater (Lucas Randall), Valerie Boyle (Amanda Durst), Jeff Douglas (Noel Zachary), Lawrence Bayne (Victor Pearson), Robert Clark (Vaughn Pearson), Tony Munch (the Janitor), Lori Fallier (Kelly Trent)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Strange Paradise (serial, 195 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1969–1970

United States: Syndication, 1969

Premise: Maljardin is a forbidding island in the Caribbean whose name, translated from the French, means “the Garden of Evil.” The mansion that stands on the island has been cursed for centuries, and the lone inhabitants are Jean Paul Desmond, a wealthy financier; his new bride, Erica Carr; and their servants, Raxil and Quito. One year following their retreat to the island, Erica is stricken with an unknown disease and mysteriously dies. Jean Paul, unable to accept Erica’s death, vows to bring her back to life. He achieves his goal by summoning the spirit of Jacques Eloi des Mondes, an ancestor who lost his wife in the same manner 300 years earlier. To protect itself, the spirit takes refuge in the portrait of Jacques that hangs on the wall next to the fireplace. When Raxil, a priestess, discovers what Jean Paul has done, she vows to return Jacques to hell (with the assistance of Vangie, a medium).

To celebrate Erica’s rebirth, Jean Paul invites several friends to the island: Allison Carr (Erica’s sister), Dan Forest, Tim Stanton, Holly Marshall, Elizabeth Marshall (Holly’s mother), and the Reverend Matthew Dawson. Erica, however, is now evil, and to retain her new life, she must possess Holly’s body. Serial-like stories follow Erica’s sinister quest and Raxil’s efforts to stop her by destroying Jacques (who appears to perish in a fire at the end of episode 65).

The series was restructured beginning with episode 66. After their home is destroyed by fire, Jean Paul and Erica retreat to Desmond Hall, a home that is cursed and has in turn cursed all members of the Desmond family. Jean Paul’s effort to lift the curse that plagues his family is depicted with a new group of regulars drawn into the supernatural happenings of Desmond Hall: Philip, Jean Paul’s brother; Helena Raleigh, Erica’s doppelgänger; Ada Thaxton, Jean Paul’s cousin; Laszlo Thaxton, Ada’s deceitful husband; Julian Desmond, Ada’s father; Irene Hatter, a witch; Cort, Ada’s son; and Emily Blair, the researcher. Additional characters retained from the first version are Raxil, Quito, and Holly Marshall.

First-Version Cast: Colin Fox (Jean Paul Desmond), Tudi Wiggins (Erica Desmond), Sylvia Feigel (Holly Marshall), Paisley Maxwell (Elizabeth Marshall), Cosette Lee (Raxil), Kurt Schiegl (Quito), Angela Roland (Vangie), Jon Granik (Dan Forest), Bruce Gray (Tim Stanton), Dan Mc-Donald (Reverend Matthew Dawson), Dawn Greenhalgh (Allison Carr)

Second-Version Cast: Colin Fox (Jean Paul Desmond), Tudi Wiggins, (Erica Desmond), Sylvia Feigel (Holly Marshall), Cosette Lee (Raxil), Kurt Schiegl (Quito), Lara Cochrane (Helena Raleigh), Peg Dixon, Jan Campbell (Ada Thaxton), Lucy Warner (Emily Blair), Robert Goodier (Julian Desmond), Jack Creley (Lazlo Thaxton), Neil Dainard (Philip Desmond), Pat Moffat (Irene Hatter)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, although Strange Paradise was inspired by the U.S. series Dark Shadows.

The Strange Report (mystery, 16 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1969–1970

United States: NBC, 1971

Premise: When a crime baffles a police department in any part of the world, Adam Strange, a criminologist, and his assistants, Evelyn McLean and Ham Gynt, intervene and, by incorporating the latest science has to offer, seek to resolve the situation.

Cast: Anthony Quayle (Adam Strange), Anneke Wells (Evelyn McLean), Kaz Garas (Ham Gynt)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Strauss Family (drama, 8 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1972

United States: ABC, 1973

Premise: The lives of composers Johann Strauss and his son, Johann Strauss Jr., the “Waltz Kings of the nineteenth century.”

Cast: Eric Woolfe (Johann Strauss), Stuart Wilson (Johann Strauss Jr.), Anne Stallybrass (Anna Strauss), Nikolas Simmonds (Josef Strauss), Derek Jacobi (Josef Lanner), Barbara Ferris (Emile Trampusch), Anina Marson (Olga), Jill Balcon (Madame Smirnitska), Margaret Whiting (Hetti), Tony Anholt (Edi), Georgia Hale (Lilli), Hilary Hardiman (Annele), William Dexter (Max Steiner), Lynn Farliegh (Adele)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


The Sullivans (drama, 1,114 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Nine Network, 1976–1983

United States: Syndication, 1985

Premise: The Sullivans, a middle-class family living in Melbourne, Australia, are followed over a nine-year period (1939–1948) as they endure World War II and its aftermath. Grace, the family matriarch, is married to David Sullivan; they are the parents of John, Tom, Terry, and Katherine Mary, called “Kitty,” the only daughter (later married to Robbie McGovern). Maggie Hayward owns the local pub, Great Southern; Jack is her bartender.

Cast: Lorraine Bayly (Grace Sullivan), Paul Cronin (David Sullivan), Andrew McFarlane (John David Sullivan), Steven Tandy (Thomas William Sullivan), Richard Morgan (Terrence “Terry” Charles Sullivan), Susan Hannaford (Katherine “Kitty” Mary Sullivan), Graham Harvey (Robbie McGovern), Michael Caton (Uncle Harry), Vikki Hammond (Maggie Hayward), Reg Gorman (Jack)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Summer Heights High (comedy, 8 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC-TV, 2007

United States: HBO, 2008

Premise: A “mockumentary” that follows three main characters (Mr. G., Jonah, and Ja’mie) as they interact with real students and teachers at Summer Heights High, an Australian public high school. Mr. G. is a drama teacher who is interested more in writing a musical based on a school tragedy than in instructing his students (his biggest fear is that the special education students may ruin his play), Jonah is a Pacific Island brat with a nasty attitude, and Ja’mie is unsettling, a spoiled 16-year-old girl (played in drag by the star) who is a recent transfer and insulting to virtually everyone.

Cast: Chris Lilley (Mr. G., Jonah, and Ja’mie)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Supercar (marionette adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ATV, 1961–1962

United States: Syndication, 1962

Premise: Supercar is a futuristic, indestructible automobile designed to battle evil. It was developed in an isolated laboratory hidden deep in the Nevada desert at Black Rock by Professor Popkiss and Dr. Beaker. Mike Mercury, a former U.S. test pilot, drives the car; 10-year-old Jimmy Gibson and his pet monkey, Mitch, assist him (in his battle against the criminal Masterspy, who seeks the car for his own sinister purposes).

Voice Cast: Graydon Gould (Mike Mercury), Sylvia Anderson (Jimmy Gibson), David Graham (Dr. Beaker), George Murcell, Cyril Sharp (Professor Popkiss), George Murcell (Masterspy)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, although there are several series that use extraordinary cars: Fast Layne, Knight Rider, and Viper.

Supergran (comedy, 27 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1975–1987

United States: Syndication, 1986

Premise: Hoping to see her grandson, Willie, play soccer, Granny Smith, a frail, elderly woman, journeys to England’s Charleston Park. As she arrives at the park, Roderick Campbell, a thief who stole a Magic Ray machine from Professor Black, sets the controls to make himself superhuman but miscalculates and instead sends a ray flying out his apartment window. The ray strikes Granny Smith and transforms her into Supergran, a senior citizen with amazing abilities. Now, with a new perspective on life and with age no longer a concern to her, Granny Smith becomes a mysterious figure for justice as she uses her unique powers to battle crime. Other Regulars: Edison, Professor Black’s granddaughter, and Tubb, Roderick’s son.

Cast: Gudrun Ure (Granny Smith), Ian Towell (Willie Smith), Holly English (Edison Black), Ian Cuthberson (Roderick Campbell), Lee Marshall (Tubb Campbell)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, although there are three superhero series that encompass women: Electra Woman and Dyna Girl, Supergirl, and Wonder Woman.

The Sweeney (crime drama, 53 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1975–1978

United States: The Entertainment Channel, 1982

Premise: Jack Regan and George Carter, detectives with the Flying Squad (nicknamed the “Sweeney”), a division of London, England’s, Metropolitan Police Service, are followed as they investigate cases involving murder and armed robbery.

Cast: John Thaw (Detective John “Jack” Regan), Dennis Waterman (Detective George Hamilton Carter), Garfield Morgan (Detective Inspector Frank Haskins), Benjamin Whitrow (Chief Superintendent Braith-waite), John Alkin (Detective Sergeant Tom Daniels)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Swiss Family Robinson (adventure, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1974–1975

United States: Syndication, 1976

Premise: An uncharted island in the year 1881 has become home to the Robinson family, the survivors of a shipwreck, when all attempts at escape have failed. Johann and Elizabeth are the parents, and Marie, Franz, and Ernest are their children. The family has named the island New Switzerland, and their efforts to survive and find their way back to civilization are depicted. Closely follows the novel by Johann Wyss.

Cast: Chris Wiggins (Johann Robinson), Diana LeBlanc (Elizabeth Robinson), Heather Graham (Marie Robinson), Micky O’Neill (Franz Robinson), Michael Duhig (Ernest Robinson). Narrator: Chris Wiggins.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, but in 1975, ABC aired The Swiss Family Robinson with Martin Milner (Karl Robinson), Pat Delany (Lottie Robinson), Willie Aames (Fred Robinson), Eric Olson (Ernie Robinson), Helen Hunt (Helga Wagner), and Cameron Mitchell (Jeremiah Worth).




T

Teletubbies (children, 485 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1997–2001

United States: PBS, 1998

Premise: Teletubby Land is a fantasy world where strange but kind and lovable creatures called Teletubbies live. Teletubbies are mid height and of various colors, and each has a television monitor in his or her stomach (through which they view and show various aspects of the human world to children). Each day, the sun (seen as a cute baby) awakens the Teletubbies so they can explore their land and learn about life. Tinky Winky (purple), Dipsy (green), Po (red), and Laa-Laa (yellow and the only female) are the featured Teletubbies.

Cast: Dave Thompson and Simon Shelton (Tinky Winky), John Simmit (Dipsy), Pui Fan Lee (Po), Nikky Smedley (Laa-Laa), Jessica Smith (Sun Baby), John Schwab and Sandra Dickinson (Trumpet voice). Narrator: Tim Whitnall and Rolf Saxon.

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, but it was revised in England (BBC) in 2014 with the following cast: Jeremiah Krage (Tinky Winky), Nick Kellington (Dipsy), Rebecca Hyland (Laa-Laa), and Rachelle Beinart (Po).

Tenko (drama, 31 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1984–1985

United States: Syndication, 1985

Premise: Explores the harsh and grueling experiences of a group of British and Dutch women taken captive by the Japanese during World War II and imprisoned on a hot and desolate island.

Cast: Louise Jameson (Blanche Simmons), Ann Bell (Marian Jefferson), Renee Asherson (Sylvia Ashburton), Stephanie Beacham (Rose Millar), Patricia Lawrence (Sister Ulrico), Stephanie Cole (Beatrice Mason), Jeananne Crowley (Nellie Keene), Claire Oberman (Kate Norris), Emily Bolton (Christina Campbell), Veronica Roberts (Dorothy Bennett), Joanna Hole (Sally Markham), Karin Foley (Debbie Bowen)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

That Was the Week That Was (satire, 37 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1962–1963

United States: None; included for its historical significance (a record album of the series was released in the United States in 1963).

Premise: A comical recap of news events that appeared one week before the program was broadcast (as Millicent Martin sang in the opening theme, “That Was the Week That Was, it’s over, let it go”).

Host: David Frost. Regulars: Millicent Martin, Timothy Birdsall, Bernard Levin, Lance Percival, Willie Rushton, Al Mancini, Robert Lang, and David Kernan.

U.S. Adaptations:


	That Was the Week That Was (pilot, NBC, November 10, 1963). Host: Henry Fonda. Regulars: Nancy Ames, Charlie Mann, and Henry Morgan.

	That Was the Week That Was (series, NBC, 1964). Host: Elliott Reid. Regulars: Nancy Ames, Phyllis Newman, David Frost, Buck Henry, Pat Englund, Burr Tillstrom, and Doro Merande.

	That Was the Week That Was (pilot, ABC, April 22, 1985). Host: Anne Bancroft and David Frost. Regulars: Julie McWhirter, Kimberly Beck, Brian Bradley, Jan Hooks, Frank Welker, Jim Morris, Marcia Del Mar, and Norman Lee Harris.



Theodore Tugboat (children, 130 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1993–2001

United States: PBS, 1993

Premise: The Big Harbor is a waterway in Canada (patterned after Halifax Harbor) where ships, boats, especially tugboats, can think and speak. The area is overseen by the Harbor Master, and, through his experiences, stories of life in and around the harbor are related. The featured tugboats are Theodore, George, Emily, Foduck, and Hank, who work for the Dispatcher, and each story has a moral to it.

Cast: Denny Doherty (the Harbor Master), Denny Doherty (all character voices)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Thin Blue Line (comedy, 14 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1995–1996

United States: BBC America, 1998

Premise: Raymond Fowler, a police inspector married to Susan (never seen) and the father of Billy (seen only once), is with the C.I.D. (Criminal Investigation Division) of the Gasforth Police Station in the fictional town of Gasforth, England. His case investigations, coupled with his interactions with his superior, Inspector Grim, and the officers he works with, are depicted. Other Regulars (in addition to the police officers listed in the cast): Patricia, Raymond’s romantic interest of 10 years, and Christabel Wickham, the town mayor.

Cast: Rowan Atkinson (Inspector Raymond Fowler), Serena Evans (Sergeant Patricia Dawkins), David Haig (Detective Derek Grim), James Dreyfus (Constable Kevin Goody), Mina Anwar (Constable Maggie Habib), Rudolph Walker (Constable Frank Gladstone), Kevin Allen (Detective Robert Kray), Mark Addy (Detective Gary Boyle), Joy Brook (Detective Crockett), Lucy Robinson (Christabel Wickham)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Thunderbirds (marionette adventure, 32 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1965–1966

United States: Syndication, 1968; Retro TV, 2019

Premise: International Rescue (I.R.) is a global organization dedicated to rescuing people trapped in unusual predicaments. Jeff Tracy, the head of I.R., is a former astronaut and has named his five sons, all members of I.R., after American astronauts. Scott Tracy, the oldest, pilots Thunderbird I, a fast scout vehicle that speeds to the crisis area; Virgil Tracy pilots Thunderbird II, a freighter that handles the rescue equipment; Alan Tracy, the most romantic of the sons, pilots Thunderbird III, which is capable of space flight; Gordon Tracy operates Thunderbird IV, the underwater vehicle; and John Tracy, the youngest of the brothers, commands Thunderbird V, the satellite base of I.R. Other Regulars: Lady Penelope Creighton-Ward, I.R.’s glamorous London agent (she owns an exotic wardrobe and a shocking pink Rolls Royce with the license plate FAB I.), and the Hood, the enemy of I.R. who is dedicated to discovering the secrets of its operations.

Voice Cast: Peter Dyneley (Jeff Tracy), Shane Rimmer (Scott Tracy), David Holliday (Virgil Tracy), Matt Zimmerman (Alan Tracy), David Graham (Gordon Tracy), Ray Barrett (John Tracy/the Hood), Sylvia Anderson (Lady Penelope), Ray Barrett (the Hood), David Graham (Professor Brains)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but a dubbed version of the animated Japanese series Scientific Rescue Techno Voyager based its concept on the original series but without the assistance of its creator, Gerry Anderson. It aired on Showtime in 1982 as Thunderbirds 2086 and related the rescue operations of Techno-Boyager, a massive organization overseen by the Federation (Thunderbirds refers to the team, not the vehicles as in the original series; the Tracy family is also not mentioned). Voices: Earl Hammond, Peter Fernandez, Maia Danziger, Eleanor Kearney, Alexander Marshall.

Till Death Us Do Part (comedy, 54 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1965–1968

United States: Syndication, 1984

Premise: Alf Garnett, a working-class man living in Wapping, England, feels his life is plagued by everything that surrounds him. He is married to Else (whom he calls “Silly Moo”) and is the father of Rita, a girl married to a slacker (Mike) who continually tests Alf’s patience when they are unable to agree on anything. Alf is also bigoted, and his efforts to cope with all the annoyances that enter his life are depicted.

Cast: Warren Mitchell (Alfred “Alf” Garnett), Dandy Nichols (Elsie “Else” Garnett), Una Stubbs (Rita Rawlins), Antony Booth (Mike Rawlins)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Justice for All (unaired pilot, 1968). Life with Archie Justice, a prejudiced elevator operator who takes his frustrations out on his family: his wife, Edith; his daughter, Gloria; and Richard, Gloria’s liberal husband.Cast: Carroll O’Connor (Archie Justice), Jean Stapleton (Edith Justice), Kelly Jean Peters (Gloria), Tim McIntire (Richard)


	Those Were the Days (unaired pilot, 1969). The same format is followed with Archie, a bigoted, hardworking, middle-class man taking all his frustrations out on his family: his wife, Edith; their daughter, Gloria; and Gloria’s husband, Richard.Cast: Carroll O’Connor (Archie), Jean Stapleton (Edith), Candace Azzara (Gloria), Chip Oliver (Richard)


	All in the Family (series, CBS, 1971; became Archie Bunker’s Place in 1979). The home at 704 Houser Street in Queens, New York, is owned by Archie Bunker and his wife, Edith (whom he calls “Dingbat”). Also living with them are Gloria, their daughter, and Mike Stivic (whom Archie calls “Meathead”), Gloria’s unemployed husband. Archie works as a dock foreman for the Prendergast Tool and Dye Company and drives a cab to make extra money. He later becomes the owner of a bar he calls Archie Bunker’s Place. Archie’s bigoted view of life provides the basis for stories, especially his arguments with Mike, a liberal who opposes everything Archie believes. Cast: Carroll O’Connor (Archie Bunker), Jean Stapleton (Edith Bunker), Sally Struthers (Gloria Stivic), Rob Reiner (Mike Stivic)




Tin Tin (cartoon, 39 episodes)

Country: France

Network/Airdate: FR3/France 3, 1991–1992

United States: Syndication, 1991

Premise: Tin Tin, a 12-year-old boy, and his dog Snowy are amateur sleuths who attempt to solve the mysteries they encounter. Based on the comic strip by Herge (Georges Remi).

Voice Cast: Colin O’Meara (Tin Tin), Susan Roman (Snowy), Wayne Robson (Professor Calculus), David Fox (Captain Haddock), Dan Hennessey and John Stocker (Detective Thompson)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

To the Manor Born (comedy, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: 1979–1981

United States: PBS, 1980

Premise: In Grantleigh, a fictional village in the fictional town of Marl-bury (in Somerset, England), there stands the Grantleigh Estate, once owned by Audrey fforbes [sic] but now in control of Richard DeVere, the founder of the Cavendish Foods supermarket chain. Audrey’s late husband, Marton, lost ownership of the estate when he declared bankruptcy, and the 400-year-old mansion was purchased by Richard (who allows Audrey to live in the “Old Lodge at the end of the driveway”). Audrey’s effort to one day regain possession of the manor is depicted. Other Regulars: Brabinger, Audrey’s elderly but loyal butler; Arnold Plunkett, Audrey’s attorney; Maria Polouvicka, Richard’s mother (whom Audrey calls “Mrs. Poo”); Ned, the Gardner; Mr. Miller, the estate manager; Mrs. Beecham, the cook; Linda, a stable hand; and Marjory, Audrey’s best friend.

Cast: Penelope Keith (Audrey fforbes-Hamilton [sic]), Peter Bowles (Richard DeVere), Angela Thorne (Marjory Frobisher), Daphne Heard (Maria Polouvicka), John Rudling (Brabinger), Michael Bilton (Ned), Betty Tucker (Mrs. Beecham), Jayne Lester (Linda Cartwright), Nicholas McArdle (Mr. Miller)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but in 1966, ABC aired a similar series called The Pruitts of Southampton (becoming The Phyllis Diller Show in 1967). Following an IRS investigation that reveals that she owes $10 million in back taxes, society matron Phyllis Pruitt and her daughter, Stephanie, are forced to give up their life of luxury (although they now pretend to be wealthy) and find a means by which to pay off their debt.

Cast: Phyllis Diller (Phyllis Pruitt), Pamela Freeman (Stephanie Pruitt)

Todd and the Book of Pure Evil (comedy drama, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Space, 2010–2011

United States: FearNet, 2011

Premise: Crowley is a small-town school founded (and still secretly run) by satanists. They have created The Book of Pure Evil, a cursed publication that grants wishes to those who possess it—but in dark, sinister ways that are not expected. The book also has the ability to disappear after its spells are cast and attach itself to someone else, making it difficult for one person to possess it. Todd, Jeremy, Hannah, and Chris are students at Crowley High School whose lives change when the book chooses them as its owner and then vanishes after granting their wishes. Unknown to them, Atticus, the school’s guidance counselor, is a member of the satanic cult and charged with retrieving the book for their leader—his father. Todd, Jeremy, Hannah, and Chris are followed as they seek the book (which comes into possession of various students) and destroy the evil that results from the wishes that are made on it.

Cast: Alex House (Todd Smith), Melanie Leishman (Hannah Williams), Bill Turnbull (Curtis Weaver), Maggie Castle (Jenny Kolinsky), Chris Leavins (Atticus Murphy Jr.), Jason Mewes (Jimmy the Janitor), Julia Richings (hooded leader)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Tomahawk. See Radisson.


Tom Brown’s Schooldays (drama, 5 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1971

United States: PBS, 1987

Premise: An adaptation of the 1857 novel by Thomas Hughes about Tom Brown, a student at the Rugby Public School as he deals with the institution’s harsh discipline.

Cast: Anthony Murphy (Tom Brown), Iain Cuthbertson (Dr. Thomas Arnold), Louise Jameson (Mary Arnold), Simon Fisher Turner (Harry “Scud” East), Gerald Flood (Sir Richard Flashman), Richard Gibson (Sunning), Daniel Hill (Harry)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Torchwood (science fiction, 41 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2006–2011

United States: BBC America, 2007

Premise: Torchwood is a secret defense organization that battles and safeguards Earth from alien invaders (as well as creatures that may evolve on Earth). Captain Jack Harkness heads the team; he is assisted by Gwen Cooper, a policewoman; Owen Harper, a medic; Toshiko Sato, a gorgeous high-tech computer whiz; Susie Costello, an expert on aliens; and Ianto Jones, the mysterious receptionist. Torchwood, located in an area near a “rift in time and space,” operates independently of the British government and uses salvaged alien technology as its weapons. Its battle to protect Earth is depicted. A spin-off from Doctor Who.

Cast: John Barrowman (Jack Harkness), Eve Miles (Gwen Cooper), Naoko Mori (Toshiko Sato), Indira Varma (Susie Costello), Burn Gorman (Owen Harper), Gareth David-Lloyd (Ianto Jones)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

A Town Like Alice (drama, 3 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1981

United States: PBS, 1981

Premise: An adaptation of the novel by Nevil Shute that follows two people, Jean Paget, a Englishwoman, and Joe Harman, an Australian, from their meeting in Malaya during World War II to their separation after being captured by the Japanese and their final reunion after years of separation in the Australian Outback (in the community of Alice Springs).

Cast: Helen Morse (Jean Paget), Bryan Brown (Joe Harman), Gordon Jackson (Noel Strachan), Dorothy Alison (Mrs. Frith), Yuki Shimoda (Sergeant Mifune), Anna Volska (Sally Wilson-Hayes), Donald Mac-Donald (Derek Wilson-Hayes), John Howard (Donald Paget), Mandy Boocock (Marlene Collard), Rebecca Marshall (Rita Collard), Debbie Baile (Audrey Forbes)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Tracey Ullman’s Show (comedy, 19 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2016–2018

United States: HBO, 2016

Premise: Sketches that parody British life with actress-comedienne Tracey Ullman portraying a variety of characters.

Cast: Tracey Ullman, Lucy Montgomery, Tony Gardner, Jason Forbes, Samantha Spiro, Laurence Rickard, Sue Elliott-Nichols, Katherine Jake-ways, Aaron Neil, Elizabeth Berrington, Olivia Morgan

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above title, but Tracey Ullman hosted three prior series:


	The Tracey Ullman Show (Fox, 1987).Tracey Ullman in various skits, the most popular being Tracey as Francesca, a young girl with two gay fathers (Sam McMurray and Dan Castellaneta), and Tracey as Kay, the slow-talking girl.

	Tracey Takes On (HBO, 1996). Adult-oriented skits that showcase Tracey’s ability to overcome the predicaments she encounters.

	Tracey Ullman: State of the Union (Showtime, 2008). A day in the life of America as interpreted by comedian Tracey Ullman (portraying virtually all characters, both real and fictional).



Trailer Park Boys (comedy, 105 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: Showcase, 2001–2008

United States: Netflix, 2014

Premise: Ricky and Julian (ex-convicts) and their friend, Bubbles, live in the Sunnyvale Trailer Park in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. They earn a living, as they call it, by committing petty crimes and trying to avoid capture by the police. Dismal as their life may be, they seem to be enjoying it until Jim Lahey, the trailer park’s alcoholic supervisor, and his assistant and lover, Randy, become suspicious of them and pose a threat to their operations. How three men survive in a world in which they find themselves the outsiders is depicted. Julian is the group leader, Ricky is not too bright and incompetent and wrongly looks up to Julian for inspiration, and Bubbles wears magnified glasses that present his eyes in an unnatural manner (he also lives in a shed with numerous cats). Jim somehow manages to slip foul language into his talk, while Randy, addicted to cheeseburgers, will wear a shirt only if he is forced to do so. Cory and Trevor are friends who idolize Ricky and Julian; Lucy is the mother of Ricky’s daughter, Trinity; and J-Roc is an aspiring white rapper who believes he is black.

Cast: John Paul Tremblay (Julian), Robb Wells (Ricky), Mike Smith (Bubbles), John Dunsworth (Jim Lehay), Patrick Roach (Randy), Lucy DeCoitere (Lucy), Tyrone Parsons (Tyrone), Jenna Harrison (Trinity), Jonathan Torrens (J-Roc)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but in 2019, John Paul Tremblay, Robb Wells, and Mike Smith revised their characters in Trailer Park Boys: The Animated Series, which was produced in Canada and continued the same format.

Transporter: The Series (drama, 24 episodes)

Country: France, Canada, Germany

Network/Airdate: RTL (Germany), M6 (France), HBO Canada, 2012–2014

United States: TNT, 2014

Premise: Frank Martin is a former Special Forces operative who uses his skills as a courier driver for hire. He is known as the “Transporter,” as he will deliver anything anywhere as long as the price is right. He is based in France, operates under his own strict code of rules, and trusts only a few people associated with him: Carla, his agent (negotiates with clients); Dieter, his mechanic; Tarconi, a French police inspector stationed in Nice, France; and Juliette, an agent investigating the Transporter network who, to keep her mission a secret, poses as Frank’s neighbor. The program, adapted from the theatrical series of films of the same title, chronicles Frank’s dangerous assignments as he not only protects what he has been hired to deliver but also makes sure it is delivered safe and sound. Other Regulars: Cat, the French intelligence spy (replaces Carla as Frank’s booking agent in season 2); Jules, the computer expert; and Olivier, Frank’s rival, the second-best Transporter.

Cast: Chris Vance (Frank Martin), Andrea Osvart (Carla Valeri), Francois Berleand (Inspector Tarconi), Delphine Chaneac (Juliette Dubois), Charly Hubner (Deiter Hausmann), Violante Placido (Caterine “Cat” Boldieu), Mark Rendall (Jules Faroux), Dhaffer L’Abidine (Olivier Dassin)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Trouble with Maggie Cole (comedy, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2020

United States: PBS, 2020

Premise: Turrlbury is a coastal village in England and home to Maggie Cole; her husband, Peter; and their children, Becka and Jamie. Peter is the headmaster at the local elementary school, while Maggie, to feel important, has become the village gossip; the situations that result from her gossiping are depicted.

Cast: Dawn French (Maggie Cole), Mark Heap (Peter Cole), Gwyneth Keyworth (Becka Cole), Phil Dunster (Jamie Cole)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Trouble with Tracy (comedy, 130 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1970–1971

United States: Syndication, 1971

Premise: Douglas and Tracy Young are a married couple who live at 3110 Crescent Street in New York City (although the series is taped in Canada). Douglas is a levelheaded executive with the advertising firm Hutton, Dutton and Norris; Tracy is pretty, a bit forgetful, and somewhat scatterbrained. She can be brilliant when she wants to (as long as she is coached first), and she has an uncanny knack for turning her blunders into lifesavers. What results as Tracy becomes involved in all aspects of Douglas’s life is depicted. Other Regulars: Paul Sherwood, Tracy’s unemployed brother; Jonathan Norris, Douglas’s boss; Margaret, Jonathan’s wife; and Sally, Douglas’s man-crazy secretary (she lives at a singles complex called the Happy Hunting Grounds Apartments). Created and written by Goodman Ace and based on his radio (1930–1948) and television (1949–1950) series Easy Aces (wherein Goodman played the long-suffering husband of his scatterbrained wife, Jane).

Cast: Diane Nyland (Tracy Young), Steve Weston (Douglas Young), Franz Russell (Paul Sherwood), Ben Lennick (Jonathan Norris), Sandra Scott (Margaret Norris), Bonnie Brooks (Sally Anderson)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Trust (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2003

United States: BBC America, 2006

Premise: Cooper-Fozard is a prestigious corporate law firm in the city of London, England. Like numerous American series that dealt with the same topic, the firm’s lawyers tackle cases dealing with mergers, take-overs, acquisitions, and dissolutions.

Cast: Robson Green (Stephen Bradley), Ian McShane (Alan Cooper-Fozard), Sarah Parish (Annie Naylor), Neil Stuke (Martin Greig), Chiwetel Ejiofor (Ashley Carter), Eva Birthistle (Maria Acklam)

U.S. Adaptation: None directly based on the above series.


The Two Ronnies (comedy, 93 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1971–1987

United States: PBS, 1983

Premise: Sketches that spoof everyday life and presented from an anchor desk where two anchors (Ronnie Baker and Ronnie Corbett) report the news.

Cast: Ronnie Baker, Ronnie Corbett, Claire Bielson, Barbara Dickson, John Owens, April Walker, John Rutland, Michael Redfern, Johnnie Wade, Elaine Paige, Jenny Logan, the Fred Tomlinson Singers

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Two’s Company (comedy, 29 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1975–1979

United States: PBS, 1979

Premise: Dorothy McNab, an American author currently residing in Chelsea (in London, England), feels she needs someone to take control of her home and hires Robert Hiller, a born-and-bred English butler. While Dorothy attempts to live her own life, Robert cannot seem to adjust to her American ways or the trashy and lurid thriller novels she writes. Two people who are opposite in everything as they try to get along with each other are depicted.

Cast: Elaine Stritch (Dorothy McNab), Donald Sinden (Robert Hiller)

U.S. Adaptation: The Two of Us (series, CBS, 1981). The brownstone on 23rd Street in Manhattan is home to Nanette “Nan” Gallagher and her daughter, Gabrielle (Gaby). Nan, the cohost of the Mid-Morning Manhattan TV show, lived previously in Ohio, where her husband, Marty, kept her life in order. Now divorced, she is totally lost without him. On a suggestion from her agent, Cubby Royce, Nan advertises for a housekeeper. Robert Brentwood, a spit-and-polish British butler, answers the ad, thinking that the mention of “English major” meant that he would be working for a British major, not for a woman who used the term to refer to her education (she majored in English at Ohio State University). Brentwood is a gentleman’s gentleman and previously worked for the British cultural attaché to the United Nations. He dislikes Americans but finds Nan fascinating despite the fact that “you have a child.” He sees Nan as a challenge: “You’re such a helpless wreck of a woman, that’s why I accept the job.” He also prefers to be called by his surname: “My name is Robert Brentwood, Madam. I am known as Brentwood.” The efforts of two polar opposites to get along with each other are depicted.


Cast: Peter Cook (Robert Brentwood), Mimi Kennedy (Nan Gallagher), Dana Hill (Gabrielle “Gaby” Gallagher), Oliver Clark (Cubby Royce)




U

U.F.O. (science fiction, 26 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1970–1973

United States: Syndication, 1972

Premise: It is the year 1980, and as the world faces a danger from outer space called UFOs (unidentified flying objects), world governments unite and establish SHADO (Supreme Headquarters Alien Defense Organization). A bona fide feature film studio called Harlington-Straker is established in England as a front for SHADO control (which is housed beneath it). A base is also established on the moon, and the most advanced weapons and equipment become part of SHADO’s defense force. Who are they? Where do they come from? And what do they want? SHADO operatives seek answers to these questions as they protect Earth from the unknown. Edward Straker, the commander of SHADO, is assisted by Colonels Alec Freeman and Paul Foster. Lieutenant Gay Ellis, the commander of Moon Base, is assisted by Lieutenants Nina Barry and Joan Harrington. Other Regulars: Miss Eland, Edward’s secretary (later replaced by Miss Holland); Colonel Virginia Lake; Captain Peter Karlen; General James Henderson; pilots Lew Waterman and Mark Bradley; Mary Rutland, Edward’s ex-wife; and John, Edward’s son.

Cast: Ed Bishop (Edward Straker), George Sewell (Alec Freeman), Michael Billington (Paul Foster), Gabrielle Drake (Gay Ellis), Dolores Montez (Nina Barry), Antoni Ellis (Joan Harrington), Wanda Ventham (Colonel Virginia Lake), Peter Gordeno (Captain Peter Karlin), Norma Roland (Miss Eland), Lois Maxwell (Miss Holland), Valdek Sheybol (Dr. Douglas Jackson), Keith Alexander (Lieutenant Keith Ford), Grant Taylor (General James Henderson), Louise Pajd (Miss Scott, Henderson’s secretary), Garry Myers (Lew Waterman), Harry Baird (Mark Bradley)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Ultraman (science fiction, 39 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TBS, 1966–1967


United States: Syndication, 1967

Premise: In a future time when the Scientific Patrol has been established to protect Earth from alien invaders, Shin Hayata, a Patrol pilot on an exploratory flight, collides with a craft from the planet Nebula M-78 in the 40th Galaxy. Hayata is killed, but the pilot of the alien craft, feeling remorse for what has happened, restores Hayata’s life and presents him with a special capsule that enables him and Hayata to become Ultra-man, a 400-foot-tall, indestructible crusader; together, they battle the dangerous and monstrous phenomena that are suddenly appearing on Earth.

English Voice Cast: Earl Hammond (Shin Hayata), Corinne Orr (Akiko Fuji), Peggy Lobbin (Hoshino). Narrator: William Kiehl.

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Ultraman (cartoon, 50 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Tokyo, 1979–1980

United States: Syndication, 1979

Premise: Matt Gordon, a member of the Earth Defense Force, is chosen by rulers of the star Ultra to battle space monsters that are threatening Earth. They implant the energy of a robot (Ultraman) into Matt’s body. By absorbing energy from the sun, Matt can transform himself into Ultraman, a 400-foot-tall robot (capable of incredible strength and with the ability to fly and discharge energy bolts as a weapon), yet retain his human qualities and the ability to become his normal self. Matt’s battle against alien foes is depicted.

English Voice Cast: Peter Fernandez, Corinne Orr, Earl Hammond, Peggy Lobbin, William Kiehl

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the above dubbed version.

Ultraman Tiga: The Final Odyssey (science fiction, 52 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Tokyo, 2000

United States: Fox Kids, 2002 (due to poor ratings, only 25 episodes aired)
 
Premise: GUTS (Global Unlimited Task Squad) is a futuristic (year 2049) Earth-based organization that battles alien creatures. During an outer-space battle, Daigo, a GUTS pilot, crashes on a planet called Tiga and is saved by its people when they fuse his life force with that of Ultraman, a 400-foot-tall warlord. Daigo has been chosen to save Earth and given the Torch of Tiga, which enables him to retain his human form but transform into Ultraman Tiga when the need arises. Dagio’s battle (as the mysterious Ultraman Tiga) against the deadly creatures that invade Earth is depicted.


English Voice Cast: Wayne Grayson (Daigo Madoka), Erica Schroeder (Rena Yanase), Andrew Paull (Tetsuo Shinjoh), Megan Hollingshead (Megumi Iruma), Jimmy Zoppi (Masami Horii), Sebastian Arcelus (Jun Yazumi)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Ultraman: Towards the Future (science fiction, 13 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TV Tokyo, 1992

United States: Syndication, 1992

Premise: The Universal Multi Purpose Agency (UMA) is an Earth-based organization that investigates extraterrestrial matters. During an exploration of Mars, two UMA astronauts are attacked. Suddenly, a 400-foot-tall humanoid being called Vigor comes to their rescue, but in the ensuing battle, one of the astronauts is killed. The other astronaut, Jack Shindo, is injured. Vigor uses the power contained in a crystal he wears to not only heal Jack but also become part of him. To battle the enemies of Earth (space monsters), Jack can transform into Vigor (although he calls himself Ultraman) by activating the crystal (the Delta Plasma Pendant) he wears as a necklace. Jack can maintain Ultraman for only three minutes every seven hours; after that, he reverts to his normal self. Ultraman, called the “Savior from the Stars,” has the ability to fly, has ultimate strength, and can discharge bolts from his hands. Arthur Grant is the head of UMA; Jean Echo, Kim Shoamin, and Charles Morgan are members of UMA.

Cast: Dore Kraus (Jack Shindo), Ralph Cotterill (Arthur Grant), Gia Carrides (Jean Echo), Grace Park (Kim Shoamin), Lloyd Morris (Charles Morgan), Steve Apps and Robert Simper (Ultraman), Mike Read, Johnny Holliday (various monsters), John Bonney (narrator)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2002.

Upstairs, Downstairs (drama)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1971–1975 (68 episodes); BBC, 2010–2011 (9 episodes)

United States: PBS, 1974, 2011

Premise: A depiction of life in a fashionable London, England, town house of the 1920s (at 165 Eaton Place) as seen through the interactions of two families from different levels of society: the wealthy Bellamys (1974–1977), who live upstairs, and their servants, who form a family of their own downstairs. In 1936, six years after the Bellamys have departed, Sir Hallman Holland and his wife, Lady Agnes Holland, become the new residents of 165 Eaton Place (2010–2011), and stories continue to depict events in the lives of the rich Hollands and their servants who live downstairs.

Cast (1974–1977): David Langton (Richard Bellamy), Meg Wyn Owen (Hazel Bellamy), Rachel Gurney (Lady Marjorie), Simon Williams (James Bellamy), Hannah Gordon (Virginia Bellamy), Gordon Jackson (Hudson), Jean Marsh (Rose Buck), Angela Baddeley (Mrs. Bridges), Christopher Beeny (Edward), Jenny Tomasin (Ruby), Patsy Smart (Roberts), Jacqueline Tong (Daisy), Lesley-Anne Down (Georgia Worsley), Cathleen Nesbitt (Lady Southwold), George Innes (Alfred)

Cast (2010–2011): Ed Stoppard (Sir Hallman Holland), Keeley Hawes (Lady Agnes Holland), Jean Marsh (Rose Buck), Eileen Atkins (Maud), Anne Reed (Mrs. Thackery), Art Malik (Mr. Amanjit), Claire Foy (Lady Persie), Adrian Scarborough (Mr. Pritchard), Neil Jackson (Harry Spargo), Ellie Kendrick (Ivy Morris)

U.S. Adaptation: Beacon Hill (series, CBS, 1975). Events in the lives of a powerful Irish American family (Lassiter) and their servants, Irish immigrants who live with them in a fashionable home on Louisburg Square (Boston, 1920s). Benjamin Lassiter, a prestigious lawyer, is the head of the family. He is married to Mary, and they are the parents of Emily, Maude, Rosamond, Fawn, and Robert. Emily, married to Trevor, is the mother of Betsy; Richard is married to Maude. Servants: Mr. Hacker, the head butler (married to Emmaline); William Piper, the cook; Brian Mallory, the chauffeur; Kate, Maureen, and Eleanor, maids; Terrence, Hacker’s assistant; and Doreen, Emmaline’s niece.

Cast: Stephen Elliott (Benjamin Lassiter), Nancy Marchand (Mary Lassiter), DeAnn Mears (Emily Bullock), Ray Cooper (Trevor Bullock), Linda Purl (Betsy Bullock), Maeve McGuire (Maude Palmer), Edward Herrmann (Richard Palmer), Kitty Wynn (Rosamond Lassiter), David Dukes (Robert Lassiter), Kathryn Walker (Fawn Lassiter), George Rose (Mr. Hacker), Beatrice Straight (Emmaline Hacker), Richard Ward (William Piper), Paul Rudd (Brian Mallory), David Rounds (Terrence O’Hara), Sydney Swire (Eleanor), Susan Blanchard (Maureen), Lisa Pelikan (Kate), Anna Levine (Doreen Gallagher)

Urban Angel (drama, 16 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1991–1993

United States: CBS, 1991

Premise: Victor Torres, an investigative reporter for The Tribune, a crusading newspaper in Montreal, Canada, is followed as he becomes personally involved in the stories he covers. Other Regulars: Francine, the editor; Maroni, Victor’s friend; Bill, a fellow reporter; Rachel, a features writer; and Bob, the city editor.


Cast: Justin Louis (Victor Torres), Dorothee Berryman (Francine), Ellen Cohen (Richard Kane), Arthur Grosser (Bob Vanderham), Vittorio Rossi (Maroni), Vlasta Vrana (Bill)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




V

Vanity Fair (drama, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1967

United States: PBS, 1972

Premise: An adaptation of the 1848 novel by William Makepeace Thackeray that explores early nineteenth-century British society through the lives of two women, Becky Sharpe and Amelia Sedley, during and after the Napoleonic Wars.

Cast: Susan Hampshire (Becky Sharpe), Marilyn Taylerson (Amelia Sedley), Barbara Couper (Matilda Crawley), Dyson Lovell (Rawdon Crawley), Michael Rothwell (Pitt Crawley), Bryan Marshall (Captain Dobbin), Barbara Leake (Mrs. Sedley), John Moffat (Jos Sedley)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020, but two additional BBC versions appeared: in 1998 with Natasha Little as Becky Sharpe and in 2018 with Olivia Cooke as Becky Sharpe.

The Vicar of Dibley (comedy, 20 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1994–1998

United States: PBS, 1998

Premise: When the elderly vicar of Dibley, a small English village in Oxfordshire, passes away, Geraldine Granger, a nontraditional, modern-day–thinking reverend, becomes his replacement, someone the citizens initially reject due to the fact that Geraldine is a woman (in 1992, the Church of England permitted women to become vicars). As time passes, Geraldine is accepted by the all villagers except David Horton, chairman of the Parish Council, who refuses to accept a woman in such a position. Geraldine is followed as she not only attempts to win over David, but also attends to the needs of her parishioners and makes Dibley a much more prosperous village. Other Regulars: Alice Horton, David’s cousin, a scatterbrained nursing student (as she says, she has “the intellectual capacity and charisma of a cactus”); Hugo Horton, David’s dim-witted son; Frank Pickle, the church secretary; Jim Trott and Owen Newitt, farmers and Parish Council members; and Letitia Cropley, the church organist.


Cast: Dawn French (Geraldine Kennedy), Gary Waldhorn (David Horton), Emma Chambers (Alice Horton), James Fleet (Hugo Horton), John Bluthal (Frank Pickle), Trevor Peacock (Jim Trott), Roger Lloyd-Pack (Owen Newitt), Liz Smith (Letitia Cropley)

U.S. Adaptation: The Minister of Divine, a 2007 script proposal wherein Kirstie Alley was to play the first female minister in her hometown of Devine.




W

War Planets. See Shadow Raiders.

Wayne and Shuster Take an Affectionate Look At … (documentary, 6 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CBC, 1964

United States: CBS, 1966

Premise: Through film and commentary, the comic movie trends of the past and the lives of individual comedians are recalled (Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, W. C. Fields, the Marx Brothers, Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, and George Burns).

Host: Johnny Wayne and Frank Shuster (Canadian comedians)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Whiplash (adventure, 34 episodes)

Country: Australia, United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: Seven Network (Australia), ITC (United Kingdom), 1960–1961

United States: Syndication, 1961

Premise: In 1797, prisoners from London jails, mostly those guilty of petty crimes or political unrest, were deported to the desolate Botany Bay area of Australia. As the prisoners settled, they established a community. It is 1840 when Christopher Cobb, an American stagecoach operator, arrives in Australia to establish the country’s first stage line (Cobb and Company). Australia is a growing country, and routes and stage lines need to be implemented. Cobb is followed as he builds and then attempts to maintain the country’s first stage line.

Cast: Peter Graves (Chris Cobb), Anthony Wickert (Dan Ledward, his partner)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


White Fang (drama, 25 episodes)

Country: New Zealand

Network/Airdate: M6, 1993–1994

United States: HBO, 1993

Premise: Matt Scott is a teenage boy who is facing what he considers a crisis. His family has just moved from the city to the country, and he must face a new life without his friends. One day, Matt stumbles across a dog (a wolf/husky mix) that he befriends and names White Fang. The two soon become inseparable, and their experiences as Matt faces the challenges of becoming an adult are depicted.

Cast: Jaimz Woolvett (Matt Scott), David McIlwraith (Adam Scott), Denise Virieux (Kate Scott), Carin C. Tietze (Joanna), Veronica Logan (Maggie), Helmut Berger (Sam Calman), Kevin Atkinson (Sheriff David), Lee Grant (Blair Dillon), Ken Blackburn (Hank)

U.S. Adaptation: None, although the 1954 series Lassie, about young Jeff Miller (Tommy Rettig) and his collie (Lassie), used a similar format.

Whitechapel (crime drama, 18 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2009–2013

United States: BBC America, 2011

Premise: Terror struck London’s Whitechapel district during the 1880s when women were mysteriously murdered by the elusive killer “Jack the Ripper.” As strangely as the murders started, they stopped, and the culprit, not known by his true identity, was never found. It is 120 years later, and modern-day London is being plagued by someone who is replicating the nineteenth-century crimes of Jack the Ripper. Police detectives Joseph Chandler and Ray Miles have been assigned the case. They are assisted by Edward Buchan, an expert in the myths behind unexplained and violent deaths. He calls himself a “Ripperologist” and considers murder a game—like a puzzle to solve. The team is followed as they seek a killer, and flashbacks are used to explore the same type of killings that occurred in the 1880s.

Cast: Rupert Penry-Jones (Joseph Chandler), Phil Davis (Ray Miles), Steve Pemberton (Edward Buchan), Christopher Fulford (D. C. Fitzgerald), Johnny Harris (D. C. Sanders), Sam Stockman (Emerson Kent), George Rossi (John McCormack), Alex Jennings (Commander Anderson), Ben Bishop (Finlay Mansell), Hannah Walters (Megan Riley), Claire Rush-brook (Dr. Caroline Llewellyn)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Who Dares Wins (game, 107 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: Seven Network, 1996–1998

United States: Game Show Network, 2001

Host: Mike Whitney. Cohost: Tania Zaetta.

Premise: Billed as an “adventure game show” wherein contestants are offered prizes (from vacations to money) if they are able to complete a sometimes unpleasant task (like trying to say something with a mouthful of cookies) or perform what could become a dangerous stunt (like walking a tightrope). A stunt is usually first performed by a stuntman before allowing the contestant to attempt it. If a contestant fails to complete the stunt or surrenders, cohost Tania Zaetta will then attempt to perform the stunt. If she is successful, the contestant forfeits the prizes at stake; if she fails, the contestant wins the prizes even though he or she was unable to complete the stunt.

U.S. Adaptation: While none exist, Who Dares Wins is said to be the inspiration for the American reality show Fear Factor (NBC, 2001), wherein players must face and overcome a specific fear in order to win money. Joe Rogan is the host.

Note: While not stated anywhere, two American programs, Truth or Consequences (1950, with Ralph Edwards as the host) and People Are Funny (1954, with Art Linkletter as the host), used a similar format (challenging ordinary people to perform specific stunts for prizes).

Wilfred (comedy, 49 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: SBS One, 2007–2008

United States: IFC, 2011

Premise: Sarah Mitchell is an attractive young woman who lives in Melbourne, Australia, with her dog Wilfred, a nine-year-old canine that is one-sixteenth dingo. Sarah and other people see Wilfred as a real dog; the viewer and Sarah’s next-door neighbor, Adam, sees Wilfred as a man in a poorly constructed dog costume—a dog that not only speaks to Adam but also smokes (cigarettes and marijuana), drinks beer, eats junk food, and has a foul language vocabulary. Adam is virtually unemployed (his job as a media consultant is on the skids) and was befriended by Wilfred when he saw him as a potential new friend. Adam’s efforts to cope with life and his new guiding light, Wilfred, are depicted.

Cast: Adam Zwar (Adam Douglas), Jason Gann (Wilfred), Cindy Waddingham (Sarah Mitchell)


U.S. Adaptations:


	Wilfred (series, FXX, 2014). Ryan is a young lawyer who feels that life is against him, as everything he does seems to backfire. Figuring that suicide is the only way out, he drafts a note and is preparing to overdose on pain pills when he is interrupted by Jenna, his attractive neighbor, who needs him to watch her dog, Wilfred. Wilfred appears as a man in a cheap dog suit to Ryan but as a normal, ordinary dog to everyone else. Ryan soon finds a new outlook on life when Wilfred begins talking to him and becomes his guiding light (although Wilfred has a surly attitude and a penchant for pot and Matt Damon movies). The events that befall Ryan are related as he seeks to find meaning to his life.Cast: Elijah Wood (Ryan), Jason Gann (Wilfred), Fiona Gubelman (Jenna), Dorian Brown (Kristen, Ryan’s sister)


	Dog Years (NBC, 2000). Anna Faris and Andy Richter in a script proposal about a young woman who lives with an unusual dog: one who talks and guides her life.



Willa’s Wild Life (cartoon, 26 episodes)

Country: Canada, France

Network/Airdate: YTV (Canada), France 3 (France), 2008–2009

United States: Qubo, 2009

Premise: An adaptation of the book An Octopus Followed Me Home about an adorable young girl named Willa and her adventures living in a house filled with friendly animals (who can speak but only to her). Dooley is Willa’s best friend; Lara, Kara, and Sara are the cool girls in town; and Willa’s animal family consists of Gus (alligator), Steve and Edie (seals), Tiny and Lou (elephants), Bob (penguin), Koko (kangaroo), Wallace (walrus), Abigail and Jenny (giraffes), and Samuel (camel).

Voice Cast: Jordan Todosey (Willa), Peter Keleghan (Willa’s dad), Katie Bergin (Koko), Dwayne Hill (Inky), Jay Schramek (Blinky), Danny Wells (Gus), Samantha Reynolds (Dooley), Lauren Collins (Sara), Sunday Muse (Kata), Alyson Court (Lara)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Winx Club (cartoon, 208 episodes)

Country: Italy

Network/Airdate: Rai 2, 2011–2019

United States: Nickelodeon, 2011

Premise: Alfea is a school for fairies in a world called Magical Dimension. It is here that six friends (Bloom, Stella, Musa, Teena, Flora, and Layla) have formed the Winx Club to combine their powers to battle evil, most notably the girls from Cloud Tower (a school for witches): Icy, Darcy, and Stormy.

To help them battle evil, the Winx Club girls each have a Pixie assistant: Lockett, the Pixie of Mazes and Portals (Bloom); the Pixie of Love (Stella); Chatta, the Pixie of Gossip (Flora); Tune, the Pixie of Manners (Musa); Digit, the Pixie of Nano-Technology (Teena); and Piff, the Pixie of Sweet Dreams (Layla). Icy, the eldest of the witches, has the power of ice; Darcy has the power of illusion; and Storm, the youngest of the witches, has the power of weather. Other Characters: Roxy, a friend of the Winx Club, is the Fairy of Animals and the daughter of Morgana, the Queen of the Terrestrial Fairies, and Lord Dakar is an evil being seeking to control the Magic Realm through the power of the Dragon’s Flames.

English Voice Cast: Keke Palmer (Layla), Molly C. Quinn (Bloom), Romi Dames (Musa), Alejandra Reynoso (Flora), Morgan Decker (Teena), Amy Gross (Stella), Larisa Oleynik (Icy), Jennifer Cody (Darcy), Kimberly Brooks (Storm)

U.S. Adaptation: None other than the dubbed version above.

Wire in the Blood (crime drama, 24 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 2002–2008

United States: BBC America, 2005

Premise: Dr. Tony Hill, a clinical psychologist and criminal profiler, works with the Major Incident Team (MIT) of the fictitious Bradfield Metropolitan Police Department in Yorkshire, England. His case investigations are depicted as he works with authorities to track down and capture killers through the profiles he creates.

Cast: Robson Green (Dr. Anthony “Tony” Hill), Hermione Norris (Detective Carol Jordan), Simone Lahbib (Detective Alex Fielding), Mark Letheren (Detective Kevin Geoffries), Emma Handy (Detective Paula McIntyre)

U.S. Adaptations: None based on the above content, but a number of such series have aired, most notably Profiler (NBC, 1996). Ally Walker (as Samantha Waters) and then Jamie Luner (as Rachel Burke) are profilers with the V.C.T.F. (Violent Crimes Task Force), a special unit of the FBI that solves bizarre, baffling crimes.

Witchblade (cartoon, 24 episodes)

Country: Japan

Network/Airdate: TBS, 2006

United States: IFC, 2009


Premise: An adaptation of the American comic book (and 2001 American TV series) Witchblade (wherein New York police detective Sara Pezzini [Yancy Butler] becomes the wielder of the Witchblade, a mysterious bracelet that attaches itself to strong-willed women to battle evil). Here the Witchblade attaches itself to Masane Amaha, a beautiful, buxom girl who is also a bit of a tomboy. Sara acquired the Witchblade from a Joan of Arc museum exhibit; Masane’s case is quite different: during an unknown catastrophic event that struck Japan, Masane was knocked unconscious and awoke with a baby in her arms and a bracelet (the Witchblade) attached to her wrist. Masane has no recollection of what happened but raised the baby as her own daughter (naming her Rihoko). Six years later, the Witchblade became active and bestowed Masane with protective armor (as it did with Sara) but also with enhanced speed, endurance, and strength. Although Masane is portrayed as a clumsy but kindhearted woman, she uses the power of the Witch-blade to battle evil while at the same time trying to provide a decent life for herself and Rihoko (nicknamed Riko). Other Regulars: Yuusuke, the freelance photographer who helps Masane (whom he calls “Masamune,” which is slang and refers to her large breasts); Reina, a forensic scientist with the National Scientific Welfare Foundation; Reiji, Masane’s friend, the bureau chief of Douji Group Industries (it is hinted that he may be Riko’s biological father); and Hiroki, Reiji’s assistant.

English Voice Cast: Jamie Marchi (Masane Amaha), Carrie Savage (Rihoko Amaha), Robert McCollum (Yuusuke Tozawa), Colleen Clinken-beard (Reina Soho), Mark Stoddard (Reiji Takayama), Christopher Bevins (Hiroki Segawa)

U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above version. In 2017, NBC attempted to revise the 2001 TV series in a script proposal that had Sara Pezzini, now a detective with the San Francisco Police Department, acquiring the Witchblade to battle evil.

Wodehouse Playhouse (anthology, 21 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC One, BBC Two, 1975–1978

United States: PBS, 1980

Premise: Adaptations of stories written by P. G. Wodehouse.

Cast: P. G. Wodehouse (host, 1975). Performers: John Alderton, Pauline Collins (1975–1976), Geraldine Newman (1975), and Liza Goddard, Sally Thomsett (1978).

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.


Woobinda (Animal Doctor) (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: Australia

Network/Airdate: ABC, 1969

United States: Syndication, 1978

Premise: John Stevens, a widowed veterinarian living in Gattens Creek in New South Wales, Australia, is the father of a teenage daughter (Tiggie) and an adopted Aboriginal son (Kevin). John’s experiences working with Peter Fischer (a German veterinarian) and Jack Johnson (a bushman) are depicted as they treat and rescue animals. Woobinda is an Aboriginal word meaning “tender of animals.”

Cast: Don Pascoe (Dr. John Stevens), Sonia Hofmann (Tiggie Stevens), Bindi Williams (Kevin Stevens), Slim De Grey (Jack Johnson), Lutz Hochstraate (Peter Fischer)

U.S. Adaptation: None, but in 1966, CBS presented the series Daktari (Swahili for “doctor”) about Marsh Tracy, a widower who, with his daughter, Paula, protects endangered wildlife in Africa.

Cast: Marshall Thompson (Dr. Marsh Tracy), Cheryl Miller (Paula Tracy)

The Worst Week of My Life (comedy, 17 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 2004–2006

United States: BBC America, 2008

Premise: Howard and Mel Steel are a happily married but an unusual British couple: they are “blessed” with bad luck. No matter what they do, alone or together, the unfortunate happens, and stories represent the events of a single day in their hectic lives.

Cast: Ben Miller (Howard Steel), Sarah Alexander (Mel Steel), Alison Steadman (Angela Cook), Geoffrey Whitehead (Dick Cook)

U.S. Adaptations:


	Worst Week of My Life (unaired pilot; produced for Fox in 2005). The concept is drastically changed: Caroline Stratton and Nick Ellis are a young couple who have just become engaged. Over the course of season 1 (had the project sold), incidents in their lives that led up to the proposal were to be depicted with the wedding as the concluding episode.Cast: Stephanie Lemelin (Caroline Stratton), Zachary Levi (Nick Ellis), JoBeth Williams (Libby Stratton), David Ogden Stiers (Jensen Stratton), Jamie King (Paige Hunter Stratton), Anna Galvin (Vanessa Thompson)



	Worst Week (series, CBS, 2008). If something can go wrong, it will, and it will happen to Sam Briggs, a likable young man who works as an assistant editor for a magazine called Cap Weekly. It appears that Sam is “blessed” with bad luck and has accepted that fact. He can’t avoid it and has learned to live with it and the aftereffects of each experience. Sam is engaged to Melanie “Mel” Clayton, a girl who has learned to live with Sam’s mishaps because she honestly loves him. Sam is followed as he struggles to get through each day with as little bad luck as possible. Richard “Dick” Clayton, a respected judge, is Mel’s father; Angela is Mel’s mother.Cast: Kyle Bornheimer (Sam Briggs), Erinn Hayes (Melanie Clayton), Kurtwood Smith (Dick Clayton), Nancy Lenehan (Angela Clayton)




Note: Prior to the British series, Fox aired The Pitts in 2003. Here a married couple, Bob and Liz Pitts (Dylan Baker and Kellie Waymire), and their children, Faith and Pete (Lizzy Caplan and David Henrie), struggle to adjust to a life where anything that can go wrong does. In 2008, Fox revived the series in animated form with the voices of Dylan Baker (Bob Pitts), Allison Janney (Liz Pitts), Lizzy Caplan (Faith Pitts), and Andy Milonakis (Petey Pitts).




Y

Yes Minister (comedy, 21 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC Two, 1980–1988

United States: PBS, 1985

Premise: The Department of Administrative Affairs, located in Whitehall, England, is a fictional branch of British Parliament where Jim Hacker, a Cabinet member, faces numerous obstacles as he struggles to enact policies that are best for the people and change departmental regulations to improve the government’s handling of national and international situations. Other Regulars: Annie, Jim’s wife; Lucy, Jim’s daughter; Sir Humphrey, Jim’s senior secretary; Bernard, Jim’s personal secretary; Frank, Jim’s political adviser; Dorothy, special adviser to the prime minister; Sir Arnold, the Cabinet secretary; Sir Frederick, secretary of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office; and Sir Ian, secretary of the Department of Health and Social Security.

Cast: Paul Eddington (Jim Hacker), Sir Nigel Hawthorne (Sir Humphrey Appleby), Derek Fowlds (Bernard Woolley), Diana Hoddinott (Annie Hacker), Gerry Cowper (Lucy Hacker), Deborah Norton (Dorothy Wainwright), Neil Fitzwiliam (Frank Weisel), John Nettleton (Sir Arnold Robinson), John Savident (Sir Frederick Stewart), John Barron (Sir Ian Whitworth)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Note: In 1986, the sequel British series Yes Prime Minister appeared for 16 episodes wherein Jim Hacker is now the prime minister and Sir Humphrey Appleby the Cabinet secretary with Bernard Woolley as Jim’s personal secretary.

You Can’t Do That on Television (comedy, 144 episodes)

Country: Canada

Network/Airdate: CTV, 1979–1990

United States: Nickelodeon, 1981

Premise: Preteen and teenage actors in sketches that parody pop culture. While the cast were strangers to American audiences, the program did create sketches with green slime, which became a trademark event in Nickelodeon game and awards shows.

Cast: Abby Hagyard, Les Lyle, Christine McGlade, Lisa Ruddy, Vanessa Lindores, Alasdair Gillis, Doug Ptolemy, Kevin Kubusheskie, Chris Bickford, Teddy Wilson, Jennifer Brackenbury, Kevin Schenk, Amyas Godfrey, Matthew Godfrey

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.




Z

Zero One (adventure, 39 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: BBC, 1962–1963

United States: Syndication, 1962

Premise: Airline Security International is a London, England–based organization that ensures passenger and airline safety. Alan Garrett, its head, and his agents, Maya and Jimmy, are followed as they investigate situations that threaten outgoing (and sometimes incoming) flights.

Cast: Nigel Patrick (Alan Garrett), Katya Douglas (Maya), Bill Smith (Jimmy Delaney)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

The Zoo Gang (adventure, 6 episodes)

Country: United Kingdom

Network/Airdate: ITV, 1974

United States: NBC, 1975


Premise: Steven Halliday (the “Fox”), Manouche Roget (the “Leopard”), Tom Devon (the “Elephant”), and Alec Marlowe (the “Tiger”) are former World War II resistance fighters known as the “Zoo Gang” who reunite 33 years later (1974) to battle crime in Europe. Steve has become an antiques dealer, Manouche owns the Les Pécheurs Bar in France (their headquarters), Tom is a jeweler, and Alec is a mechanic. Jill Barton is Tom’s niece. Police Lieutenant Georges Roget is Manouche’s son. Paul and Linda McCartney composed “The Zoo Gang” theme.

Cast: Brian Keith (Steven Halliday), Lili Palmer (Manouche Roget), John Mills (Tom Devon), Barry Morse (Alec Marlowe), Seretta Wilson (Jill Barton), Michael Petrovitch (Lieutenant Georges Roget)

U.S. Adaptation: None as of December 31, 2020.

Zorro: The Sword and the Rose (serial, 122 episodes)

Country: Spain

Network/Airdate: Telemundo, 2007

United States: Telemundo, 2007 (subtitled in English)

Premise: An adaptation of the novel by Isabel Miller that is based on the characters from the 1957 ABC series Zorro (see below). The setting is old Los Angeles in the 1820s. In the original program, the hero, Don Diego de la Vega, was a Spanish nobleman. Here he is depicted as the son of a white father (Don Alejandro de la Vega) and a Native American mother (Toypurnia; name changed to Regina when she married).

Don Diego grew up witnessing injustice in his community. To protect the people, he dons the disguise of the mysterious swordsman Zorro and, with the backing of a secret society called the Knights of the Broken Thorn, battles the evil dictator, Fernando Sanchez de Moncada.

Other Regulars: Bernardo, Don Diego’s mute servant; Esmeralda, Moncada’s widowed sister, the girl with whom Zorro falls in love (creating a conflict, as he cannot reveal his true identity); Mariangel, the woman planning to steal the de la Vega fortune; Maria, Alejandro’s sister; Ricardo Montero de Avila, the commandant and Zorro’s enemy; Sergeant Garcia, Ricardo’s bumbling aide; Anibal Pizarro, Montero’s captain; Mercedes, Esmeralda’s mother; Padre Tomas Villaite, Don Diego’s mentor; and Dolores, the slave girl who helped raise Don Diego.

Cast: Christian Meier (Don Diego de la Vega/Zorro), Osvaldo Rios (Don Alejandro de la Vega), Marlene Favela (Esmeralda Sanchez de Moncada), Autro Peniche (Fernando Sanchez de Moncada), Harry Geithner (Richard Montero de Avila), Ricardo Gonzalez (Bernardo), Adriana Campos (Regina), Andrea Lopez (Mariangel Sanchez de Moncada), Carmen Marina Torres (Dolores), Cesar Mora (Sergeant Garcia), Andrea Montenegro (Maria Pia de la Vega), Hector Suarez Gomis (Anibal Pizarro), Jorge Cao (Padre Tomas Cillaite)


U.S. Adaptation: None based on the above format, but several prior series were produced:


	Zorro (ABC, 1957). Don Diego de la Vega, the son of Alejandro de la Vega, poses as the mysterious swordsman Zorro to battle Enrique Monasterio, an evil commandant who has imposed harsh laws and taxes on the people of Spanish California (1820); in 1958, Enrique is replaced by the magistrate Captain Arturo Pollidano. Bernardo is Don Diego’s mute servant; Sergeant Demetrio Lopez Garcia is Enrique’s bumbling assistant.Cast: Guy Williams (Don Diego/Zorro), Gene Sheldon (Bernardo), George J. Lewis (Alejandro), Henry Calvin (Sergeant Garcia), Britt Lomond (Captain Monasterio), Peter Adams (Captain Pollidano)


	Zorro and Son (CBS, 1983). As Don Diego de la Vega grows older and is no longer able to continue in his capacity as Zorro, his son, Don Carlos, replaces him to battle the new commandant, Paco Pico, who is unfairly imposing his law on the citizens of old California.Cast: Henry Darrow (Don Diego/Zorro), Paul Regina (Don Carlos/Zorro Jr.), Bill Dana (Bernardo), Gregory Sierra (Paco Pico)


	Zorro (Family Channel, 1990). Don Diego de la Vega, a peace-loving Spanish nobleman, dons the guise of the mysterious swordsman Zorro to battle Luis Ramon, an evil Alcalde (later replaced by Ignacio De Soto) who has begun imposing unfair laws on the people of old California (1820).Cast: Duncan Regehr (Don Diego/Zorro), Michael Tylo (Luis Ramon), John Hetzler (Ignacio De Soto), Efrem Zimbalist Jr. and Henry Darrow (Don Alejandro de la Vega)


	Zorro (cartoon, syndication, 1997). Varies the Zorro legend wherein Don Diego de la Vega, posing as the mysterious Zorro to defeat the evil Captain Montecero, incorporates futuristic devices unheard of in the nineteenth century (including submarines, robots, and automatic guns).Voice Cast: Michael Gough II (Don Diego/Zorro), Earl Boen (Captain Montecero), Jeannie Elias (Isabella Torres), Tony Pope (Sergeant Garcia), Pat Farley II (Don Alejandro de la Vega)


	The Queen of Swords (syndication, 2000). A female version of the Zorro legend. When Luise Rivera Montoya, a corrupt and evil military colonel, imposes his harsh rule on the people of old California (1817), Dona Maria Teresa Alvarado dons a lacy black mask and tight black blouse and pants (with a red scarf around her waist) and, with her calling card, the “Queen of Swords,” battles to protect the people by defeating Montoya.Cast: Tessie Santiago (Teresa Alvarado), Valentine Pelka (Luise Rivera Montoya), Anthony Lemke (Marcus Grisham), Paulina Galvez (Marta)
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Australian Programs List

The Adventures of Seaspray


Against the Wind


All the Rivers Run


Bananas in Pajamas


Barrier Reef


Bindi the Jungle Girl


Elly and Jools


Escape from Jupiter


The Flying Doctor


The Genie from Down Under


The Girl from Tomorrow


The Girl from Tomorrow Part Two: World’s End


H20: Just Add Water


Hunter


Itch


Kath and Kim


Legacy of the Silver Shadow


Lightning Point


Mako: Island of Secrets


The Man from Snowy River


McLeod’s Daughters


Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries


Mr. and Mrs. Murder


The New Adventures of Black Beauty


The New Adventures of Ocean Girl


Number 96


Ocean Girl


The Paul Hogan Show


Pearlie


Pirate Islands


Prisoner: Cell Block H


Riptide


The Saddle Club


SheZow


Skippy the Bush Kangaroo


Sky Trackers


Spellbinder


Spellbinder: Land of the Dragon Lord


The Sullivans


Summer Heights High


A Town Like Alice


Whiplash


Who Dares Wins


Wilfred


Woobinda (Animal Doctor)
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Canadian Programs List

Adderly


Adventures in Rainbow Country


The Adventures of Shirley Holmes


The Adventures of Sinbad


The Adventures of the Black Stallion


Anne of Green Gables


Annedroids


Are You Afraid of the Dark?


Being Erica


Big Wolf on Campus


Bliss


Blizzard Island


Bomb Girls


The Campbells


Catwalk


Check It Out


Class of the Titans


Cold Squad


Coroner


The Crow: Stairway to Heaven


Da Vinci’s Inquest


Darcy’s Wild Life


Dark Matter


Dark Oracle


Degrassi Jr. High


Diamonds


Dinosapien


Dr. Simon Locke


The Doodlebops


Due South


Edgemont


The Edison Twins


18 to Life


Emily of New Moon


First Wave


Flashpoint


Fly by Night


Forest Rangers


Frankie Doyle Mysteries


Franny’s Feet


FX: The Series


The Galloping Gourmet


Heartland


The Hilarious House of Frightenstein


Hudson’s Bay


Jacob Two-Two


Jane and the Dragon


Jerry and the Raiders


Katts and Dog


King of Kensington



La Femme Nikita


Learning the Ropes


Lexx


Life with Derek


Little Men


The Littlest Hobo (1964)


The Littlest Hobo (1979)


Lost Girl


Maggie and the Ferocious Beast


Malory Towers


Miss BG


Murdoch Mysteries


My Babysitter’s a Vampire


My Secret Identity


The Mysteries of Alfred Hedgehog


Naturally Sadie


Ned’s Newt


Night Heat


Nurses


Odyssey 5


Paul Bernard—Psychiatrist


Pippi Longstocking


Police Surgeon


Quentin Durgens, M.P.


Radio Free Roscoe


Radisson


Rainbow Ruby


Ramona


R.C.M.P.


ReBoot


ReGenesis


Republic of Doyle


Rocket Robin Hood


Rookie Blue


Sailor of Fortune


Scarlett Hill


Schitt’s Creek


Seaway


The Secret Adventures of Jules Verne


Seeing Things


Shadow Raiders


Sophie


Star Hunter


The Starlost


Strange Days at Blake Holsey High


Strange Paradise


The Swiss Family Robinson


Theodore Tugboat


Todd and the Book of Pure Evil


Trailer Park Boys


The Trouble with Tracy


Urban Angel


Wayne and Shuster Take an Affectionate Look At …


Willa’s Wild Life


You Can’t Do That on Television










Appendix C


[image: chpt_fig_001.png]


British Programs List

Absolutely Fabulous


The Adventures of Black Beauty


The Adventures of Sir Francis Drake


The Adventures of Sir Lancelot


The Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel


The Adventures of William Tell


All Creatures Great and Small


’Allo ’Allo


Angelina Ballerina


Are You Being Served?


As Time Goes By


Ashes to Ashes


The Avengers


The Baron


Bedlam


Being Human


The Benny Hill Show


Bitten


Black Adder


Blake’s 7


The Bounder


Butterflies


Callan


Carry on Laughing


Casanova


The Champions


Charlie and Lola


The Cheaters


The Citadel


Cobra


Colonel March of Scotland Yard


Come Fly with Me


Coronation Street


The Count of Monte Cristo


Coupling


Cracker


Cuckoo


Dad’s Army


Danger Man


Day of the Triffids


Death in Paradise


Demons


Dempsey and Makepeace


Department S


The Des O’Connor Show


Dial 999


The District Nurse


Doc Martin


Doctor in the House



Doctor Who


Downton Abbey


The Duchess of Duke Street


EastEnders


Edward and Mrs. Simpson


The Expert


The Fades


The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin


Father Brown


Father, Dear Father


Fawlty Towers


Fireball XL-5


The First Churchills


Flambards


The Flame Trees of Thika


For the Love of Ada


The Forsythe Saga


Free Agents


Freezing


Friday Night Dinner


From a Bird’s Eye View


Gavin and Stacey


George and Mildred


Gideon’s Way


Good Neighbours


The Goodies


Great Expectations


Hamish Macbeth


Hammer House of Horror


Hercule Poirot


Here Come the Double Deckers


Hetty Feather


Hetty Waintropp Investigates


Hex


Hippodrome


The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy


I Am Alan Partridge


I, Claudius


Ideal


The Inbetweeners


The Indian Doctor


Inspector Morse


International Detective


Interpol Calling


The Invisible Man


The IT Crowd


Ivanhoe


Jack the Ripper


Jane


Jane Eyre


Jason King


Jekyll


Jennie: Lady Randolph Churchill


Joe 90


Jonathan Creek


Keep It in the Family


Keeping Up Appearances


Lark Rise to Candleford


Last of the Summer Wine


Law and Order: U.K.


The Life and Times of Vivienne Vyle


Life on Mars


Little Britain


Little Women


The London Palladium


Love Thy Neighbor


The Magnificent Six-and-a-Half


Maisy


Man About the House


Man in a Suitcase


Man of the World


Mapp and Lucia


Merlin


Midsomer Murders


Miranda


Miss Jones and Son


Miss Marple


The Missing


Mistresses


Moll Flanders


Monty Python’s Flying Circus


The Morecombe and Wise Show


Mr. Bean


Murphy’s Law


My Family


The New Avengers



The 1900 House


No, Honestly


The Office


The Omega Factor


One Foot in the Grave


The Onedin Line


Open All Hours


Outcasts


Outnumbered


Partners in Crime


Peep Show


Pennies from Heaven


Poldark


Postman Pat


The Prisoner


The Protectors


Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased)


Red Dwarf


Reilly, Ace of Spies


Ripper Street


Rising Damp


The Roads to Freedom


Robin Hood


Robin’s Nest


The Rock Follies


Rockface


Rosemary and Thyme


Sadie J


The Saint


Sapphire and Steele


The Sarah Jane Adventures


Secret Army


The Sentimental Agent


Shakespeare and Hathaway: Private Investigators


Shameless


Shoebox Zoo


Shoestring


Sinbad


The Singing Detective


The Six Wives of Henry VIII


Skins


Skins: The New Class


Space Precinct


Spitting Image


Spooks


Star Cops


Star Maidens


State of Play


Steptoe and Son


Stingray


The Strange Report


The Strauss Family


Supercar


Supergran


The Sweeney


Teletubbies


Tenko


That Was the Week That Was


The Thin Blue Line


Thunderbirds


Till Death Us Do Part


To the Manor Born


Tom Brown’s Schooldays


Torchwood


Tracey Ullman’s Show


The Trouble with Maggie Cole


Trust


The Two Ronnies


Two’s Company


U.F.O.


Upstairs, Downstairs


Vanity Fair


The Vicar of Dibly


Whitechapel


Wire in the Blood


Wodehouse Playhouse


The Worst Week of My Life


Yes, Minister


Zero One


The Zoo Gang
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Japanese Programs List

Adventures of the Little Mermaid


The Amazing Three


Astro Boy


The Eighth Man


Flint the Time Detective


Gunslinger Girl


Johnny Sokko and His Flying Robot


Kimba the White Lion


Marine Boy


Prince Planet


Sailor Moon


Space Giants


Speed Racer


Ultraman (1966)


Ultraman (1979)


Ultraman Tiga Ultraman: Towards the Future


Witchblade
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Miscellaneous Countries Programs List

Angeles (Spain)


Find Me in Paris (France, Germany)


Lazy Town (Iceland)


Little Secrets (Turkey)


The Miraculous Tales of Lady Bug and Cat Noir (France)


Number 13 Demon Street (Sweden)


Prisoners of War (Israel)


Regal Academy (Italy)


Robinson Crusoe (France, Germany)


Scenes from a Marriage (Sweden)


Tin Tin (France)


Transporter: The Series (France, Germany)


White Fang (New Zealand)


The Winx Club (Italy)


Zorro the Sword and the Rose (Spain)
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American Series Based on Foreign Series

This is a listing of the American series (listed first) followed by the foreign program on which it was based. Information can be found in the foreign series program.


AB FAB (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Absolutely Fabulous


All in the Family, based on the United Kingdom’s Till Death Us Do Part


Amanda’s, based on the United Kingdom’s Fawlty Towers


Amy Devlin Mysteries (script), based on Canada’s Cold Case


Anne of Green Gables: The Animated Series, based on Canada’s Anne of Green Gables


Are You Afraid of the Dark?, based on Canada’s Are You Afraid of the Dark?


Beacon Hill, based on the United Kingdom’s Upstairs, Downstairs


Beane’s of Boston (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Are You Being Served?


Being Human, based on the United Kingdom’s Being Human


The Bounder (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s The Bounder


Butterflies (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Butterflies


Call Me Kat, based on the United Kingdom’s Miranda


Cosby, based on the United Kingdom’s One Foot in the Grave


Coupling, based on the United Kingdom’s Coupling


Cracker, based on the United Kingdom’s Cracker


Crikey! It’s the Irwins!, based on Australia’s Bindi, the Jungle Girl


Cuckoo (unaired pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Cuckoo


D.C. Follies, based on the United Kingdom’s Spitting Image


Eleventh Hour, based on the United Kingdom’s Eleventh Hour


Free Agents, based on the United Kingdom’s Free Agents


Friday Night Dinner (unaired pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Friday Night Dinner


Gavin and Stacey, based on the United Kingdom’s Gavin and Stacey


The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy


Homeland, based on Israel’s Prisoners of War


Horseland, based on Canada’s The Saddle Club


Hyde (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Jekyll


The Inbetweeners, based on the United Kingdom’s The Inbetweeners


The IT Crowd, based on the United Kingdom’s The IT Crowd


Jekyll (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Jekyll


Jekyll and Hyde (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Jekyll


Kath and Kim, based on Australia’s Kath and Kim


The Life and Times of Vivienne Vyle (script), based on the United Kingdom’s The Life and Times of Vivienne Vyle


Life on Mars, based on the United Kingdom’s Life on Mars


Little Britain, U.S.A., based on the United Kingdom’s Little Britain


Love Thy Neighbor, based on the United Kingdom’s Love Thy Neighbour


Luther (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Luther


The Minister of Divine (script), based on the United Kingdom’s The Vicar of Dibley


Miss Winslow and Son, based on the United Kingdom’s Miss Jones and Son


Mistresses (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Mistresses


Nikita, based on Canada’s La Femme Nikita


Number 96, based on Australia’s Number 96


The Office, based on the United Kingdom’s The Office


Open All Night, based on the United Kingdom’s Open All Hours


Payne, based on the United Kingdom’s Fawlty Towers


Peep Show (unaired pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Peep Show


The Prisoner, based on the United Kingdom’s The Prisoner


Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) (script), based on the United Kingdom’s Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased)


Rear Guard (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Dad’s Army


Red Dwarf (unaired pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Red Dwarf


Reggie, based on the United Kingdom’s The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin


The Rock Rainbow, based on the United Kingdom’s Rock Follies


The Ropers, based on the United Kingdom’s George and Mildred


The Saint, based on the United Kingdom’s The Saint


Sanford and Son, based on the United Kingdom’s Steptoe and Son


Shameless, based on the United Kingdom’s Shameless


Shirley’s World, based on the United Kingdom’s Man of the World


Skins, based on the United Kingdom’s Skins


Sky Trackers (TV movie), based on Australia’s Sky Trackers


Snavely (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Fawlty Towers


Speed Racer: The Next Generation, based on Japan’s Speed Racer


Spitting Image (pilot), based on the United Kingdom’s Spitting Image


The Subway Network (pilot), based on Canada’s Second City Television


Sugar Time, based on the United Kingdom’s Rock Follies


That Was the Week That Was, based on the United Kingdom’s That Was the Week That Was


Three’s Company, based on the United Kingdom’s Man About the House


Three’s Company, Too, based on the United Kingdom’s Robin’s Nest


Too Close for Comfort, based on the United Kingdom’s Keep It in the Family


A Touch of Grace, based on the United Kingdom’s For the Love of Ada


Untitled Web Series About a Space Traveler Who Can Also Travel Through Time, based on the British series Doctor Who


What Doctor, based on the British series Doctor Who


Wilfred, based on Australia’s Wilfred Willow B: Women in Prison (pilot), based on Australia’s Prisoner: Cell Block H


Women in Prison, based on Australia’s Prisoner: Cell Block H


The Worst Week of My Life, based on the United Kingdom’s The Worst Week of My Life
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Vincent Terrace, a television historian for the production company BPOLIN Productions, LLC, has written more than 40 books on television and radio history, including, for Rowman & Littlefield, Television Introductions: Narrated TV Program Openings since 1949 and the following books in this trivia series: Television Series of the 1950s, Television Series of the 1960s, Television Series of the 1970s, Television Series of the 1980s, and Television Series of the 1990s. He is also author of the only set of internet TV series books available: Internet Horror, Science Fiction, and Fantasy Television Series; Internet Drama and Mystery Television Series; Internet Lesbian and Gay Television Series; Internet Comedy Television Series; and Internet Children’s Television Series.
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