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				Facts

				
						The capital of the state of Alabama is the city of Montgomery. Montgomery sits on the Alabama River and is located south east of centre of the state. With it’s population of over 205,000 people it is the second largest city in Alabama and the 103rd largest in the United States of America. In 1861 Montgomery was named as the first capital of the Confederate States of America.

						Alabama is home to Maxwell Air Force Base which is officially known as Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base. The base was named in honor of Second Lieutenant Willam C. Maxwell who was a native of Atmore, Alabama. Maxwell Air Force Base is the HQ of Air University which is the United States Air Force main centre for military education.

						Alabama is bordered by four other states. Tennessee to the North, Georgia to it’s east, Florida to the south and Mississippi to the west. On it’s most southern point Alabama meets the Gulf of Mexico. 

						The largest city in Alabama is Birmingham. Birmingham is also the county seat of Jefferson County. Birmingham has a population of over 212,000 people . Founded in 1871 Birmingham started as the merger of three farm towns and then continued to grow by incorporating smaller neighbour towns. It was named of the town of Birmingham in the United Kingdom. 

						With an area of 52,419 square miles Alabama is the 30th largest state by size and with an estimated population of just under 5 million people is the 23rd most populous state.

						Alabama is often known by the nickname the ‘Yellowhammer State. The nickname comes form the state bird which is a name commonly used for the Northern Flicker which is a member of the woodpecker family.

						The highest point in Alabama is Cheaha Mountain which is located just northwest of the town of Delta in Cheaha State Park.  On the tallest peak of Cheaha Mountain there is a stone building which serves as an observation tower which is known as Bunker Tower. Bunker Tower is right next to an Alabama Public Television Tower which is helpful as a landmark amongst all the woodland.

						The state of Alabama is named for it’s original inhabitants the Alabama people whose tribe lived just below the confluence of the Coosa and Tallpoosa Rivers. They spoke Muskogee and in their language the word for an Alabama person was an Albaamo. The word Alabama is speculated to have come from the Choctaw language and was adopted by the Alabama people to serve as their tribes name.

						In the 1500’s the first Europeans to arrive in Alabama were the Spanish. The expedition of Hernando de Soto went through Alabama in 1540. The first European settlement in the region was in 1702 by the French at Old Mobile. The location of the city was moved in 1711 to what still stands as the current site of Mobile now.

						Prior to the admission of Mississippi as a state the eastern half of the territory was split and renamed the Alabama territory by the United States Congress. Huntsville was named as the site of the first Constitutional Convention of Alabama after it was approved to become the 22nd state.

						The first permanent state capital of Alabama was Cahaba which is nowadays a ghost town. Cahaba served as Alabama states capital for 5 years from 1820 - 1825. Fromm 1826 - 1846 the state capital was changed to Tuscaloosa until on January 30th, 1846 Montgomery was named as the new state capital and has remained so ever since.

						Alabama declared it’s secession from the Union on January 11, 1861. A few days later is joined the Confederate States of America. The capital of the Confederacy was for a time the city of Montgomery. Although few battles of the American Civil War were fought in Alabama the state was heavily involved, contributing around 120,00 to the Confederate army.

						A company of soldiers from Alabama that joined Nathan Bedford Forrest’s battalion in Kentucky wore uniforms with a yellow trim on the sleeves, collar and coat tails which led to them being greeted with the name “Yellowhammer” which was then applied to all the troops of Alabama in the Confederate army.

						After the slaves were freed by the 13th Amendment in 1865 Alabama was under military rule from the end of the American Civil War until 1868 on its restoration to the Union. As most white citizens were banned for being able to vote many African Americans emerged as political powers.

						The governing document of Alabama is the Constitution of the State of Alabama. It was brought in during the year of 1901 and is the sixth constitution the state has had. The Constitution of the State of Alabama is a particularly long document at 340,136 words it is around 12 times as long as the average state constitution and about 40 times longer than the U.S. Constitution.

						Alabama is the state in which Horseshoe Bend National Military Park sits. Managed by the National Park Service, Horseshoe Bend National Military Park near Alexander City is the site of the Battle of Horseshoe Bend which is considered part of the War of 1812 where Major General Andrew Jackson defeated the Red Sticks.

						The state of Alabama contains four National Forests. Conecuh National Forest along the Alabama - Florida line covers 83,000 acres. Talladega National Forest which sits at the southern edge of the Appalachian Mountains which covers 392,567 acres. Tuskegee National Forest in Macon County which covers 11,252 acres. William B. Bankhead National Forest in northwest Alabama which covers 181,230 acres.

						On the southwest edge of Winston County near the intersection of U.S. Highway 278 and Alabama Highway 13 sits the town of Natural Bridge. During the 2000 census the population of Natuaral Bridge was 28. The most notable thing about the town however the nearby rock arch also named Natural Bridge which is the longest natural bridge east of the Rocky Mountains spanning over 40 metres.

						In Elmore County just north of Montgomery sits the only confirmed impact crater in Alabama, the Wetumpka crater. The crater has a diameter of just under 5 metres and is estimated to be around 83 million years old which would place it during the Cretaceous period.

						The climate of Alabama varies from the North to South with the Appalachian mountains tending to be cooler whilst the region close to the Gulf of Mexico tends to be warmer. The average annual temperature is 64 degrees fahrenheit and receives an average of 56 inches of rainfall per year.

						Southern Alabama around the Gulf of Mexico experiences frequent thunderstorms and an average of around 70-80 days a year happen with reported thunder. Along with kansas, Alabama has the most reported EF5 tornadoes in all the United States and this has contributed to Alabama having the most tornado related deaths in the whole country.

						An American Religious Identification Survey found that 80% of the Alabama respondents were Christian, 6% were Catholic and 11% identified themselves as having no religion.

						Alabama sits in the middle of the Bible Belt and is one of the most religious states in the whole of the United States. It is estimated that around 58% of the population of Alabama attend church regularly and in a survey taken in 2007 almost three quarters of people asked could name all four of the Christian Gospels.

						A study taken by the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention showed that obesity in Alabama is a problem with all but ten counties having over 29% of adults obese and Alabama has one of the highest ratios of adult onset diabetes with over 105 of adults experiencing it.

						During the 1800’s crop and animal production, mainly cotton was responsible for a large part of Alabama’s economy. Nowadays in Alabama crop and animal production is valued at $1.5 billion which is only about 1% of Alabama’s gross domestic product.

						According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis the total gross state product of the state of Alabama in 2008 was $170 billion which was an increase of 0.7% over the previous year. The states unemployment rate was 7.2% in March 2013 which is slightly below the national average of 7.6%.

						The five largest employers in the state of Alabama in descending order are Redstone Arsenal which is an army post, the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Maxwell Air Force Base, the State of Alabama itself and the Mobile County Public School System. 

						It is estimated that Alabama is visited by 20 million tourists a year with over 100,00 of these coming from overseas from countries including Great Britain, Germany, Canada and Japan. 

						Alabama is the headquarters of some notable financial institutions including BBVA Compass, Regions Financial Corporation, Superior Bancorp and the former Colonial Bancgroup.  Wachovia and it’s now post-operating bank Wells Fargo  has a regional headquarters and a $400 million data centre in Birmingham, Alabama. 

						Alabama is composed of 67 counties. The highest ranked counties being Jefferson, Mobile, Madison, Montgomery and Shelby. Due to restraints in the Alabama Constitution most counties have little or no home rule and have to lobby to pass even the most simple of local policies. 

						As of 2013 Alabama’s two U.S. senators are Jefferson B. Sessions III and Richard C. Shelby. Both of the senators are Republicans. Shelby was a Democrat when elected but switched to Republican after 6 years. 

						Public primary and secondary education in Alabama falls under the overview of the Alabama State Board of Education. 1541 schools provide education for over 740,000 students. There are 61 colleges and universities in Alabama with the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa being the largest. 

						The University of Alabama at Birmingham and the University of South Alabama contain the only two medical schools in the state. The University of Alabama School of Law, the Cumberland School of Law at Samford University and the Thomas Goode Jones School of Law at Faulkner University are the states accredited law schools. 

						Alabama has four minor league baseball teams. The Birmingham Barons who play at Regions Field who are the team Michael Jordan played for after his first retirement from the NBA, The Huntsville Stars who play at the Joe W. Davis Stadium, The Mobile BayBears who play in Hank Aaron Stadium and the Montgomery Biscuits that play at the Montgomery Riverwalk Stadium. 

						Alabama is home of the Talladega Superspeedway, formerly known as the Alabama International Motor Speedway. Located on the former Anniston Air Force Base just outside Lincoln. The track hosts the NASCAR series and is the longest NASCAR oval. The speedway can seat over 175,000 fans. 

						The University of Alabama is represented by the Alabama Crimson Tide football team. the Crimson Tide participates in the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) of the NCAA and the Western Division of the SEC. The Crimson Tide is one of the most decorated programs in NCAA history. The Crimson Tide play their home games at the Bryant-Denny Stadium which has a capacity of over 101,000. 

						Former NBA player Charles Barkley was born and raised in Leeds, Alabama. Barkley was selected in the All-NBA First Team five times and made eleven NBA all-Star Game appearances winning the All Star MVP in 1991. Barkley announced in 2008 he would run for Governor of Alabama in 2014 but changed his mind sometime in 2010. 

						Paul William “Bear” Bryant was best known for his time as the head coach for the University of Alabama football team. During his 25 years in charge he won six national championships and thirteen conference championships. He was visually known for his trademark black and white houndstooth hat. 

						American professional golfer Stewart Cink was born in Huntsville, Alabama and grew up in nearby Florence where he attended Bradshaw High School. Cink won the 2009 Open Championship and spent over 40 weeks in the top 10 of the Official World Golf Rankings. 

						Nat King Cole was born in Montgomery, Alabama on March 17th, 1919. A singer and musician who first found fame as a jazz pianist he would go on to become world famous. He was one of the first African Americans to host a television variety show when he hosted the Nat King Cole Show. 

						Courteney Cox the American actress is an Alabama native, born in Birmingham, Alabama on June 15th, 1964.  Cox is best known for her time playing Monica Gellar on the worldwide hit comedy Friends and for her role as reporter Gale Weathers in the Scream movie series. 

						Carl Lewis the former American track and field athlete and U.N. Goodwill Ambassador was born in Birmingham, Alabama on July 1st, 1961. lewis won 10 olympic medals including 9 gold and 10 World Championship medals including 8 gold. His world record in the indoor long jump has stood since 1984 and his 65 victories in a row over 10 years is one of the sports longest streaks undefeated. 

						Rosa Louise McCauley parks was an African-American civil rights activist born in Tuskegee, Alabama. Most well known for refusing to give her bus seat in the colored section to a white passenger after being told she must by the bus driver and was arrested on a civil disobedience charge. She became an international icon of resistance to racial segregation during her work, collaborated with Martin Luther King Jr. amongst others. 

						The 66th United States Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice was born in Birmingham, Alabama on November 14th, 1954. Rice was the first female African-American to hold the position of Secretary of State. Following her appointment, Rice pioneered the policy of Transformational Diplomacy to help reinvigorate American foreign policy and the United States Foreign Service. 

						Singer Lionel Richie was born and raised in Tuskegee, Alabama. Richie is a singer-songwriter who is famous worldwide. Before going solo Richie was a member of the group the Commodores. His tenth studio album which was released in 2012 was named Tuskegee after his place of birth. 

						Deborah Ann “Debby” Ryan, star of the Disney Channel series Jessie was born in Huntsville, Alabama on May 13th, 1993. As well as acting Ryan can play the guitar, piano and keyboard and has recorded songs for movies she has starred in including 16 Wishes and Radio Rebel. 

						Actor Channing tatum was born and raised in Cullman, Alabama. Best known for his roles in G.I. Joe, Dear John, The Vow and 21 Jump Street. His first work on film was as a dancer in Ricky Martin’s She Bangs music video. Tatum has modelled for Armani and Abercrombie & Fitch and in 2012 was named People magazine’s annual Sexiest man Alive. 

						Writer Mark Waid was born in Hueytown, Alabama. Waid is an Eisner Award winning comic book writer and is well known for his work on the DC Comics limited series Kingdom Come and Superman: Birthright. in 2007 Waid served as Editor-in-Chief for Boom! until 2010 when he left his post to return to freelance work where he continues to be one of the best selling writers in comics today. 

						Country singer Hank Williams was born in Butler County, Alabama on September 17th, 1923. Regarded as one of the most significant country music singers of all time Williams recorded 35 singles (5 of which were released after his death) that reached the top ten of the Billboard Country & Western Best Sellers chart including 11 that went to number 1.  

						Former NBA player Ben Camey Wallace was born in White Hall, Alabama on September 10th, 1974. During his playing career Wallace played for the Washington Wizards, Orlando Magic, Detroit Pistons, Chicago Bulls and the Cleveland Cavaliers. Wallace won the NBA defensive player of the year four times, a record he shares with Dikembe Mutombo. Wallace also won a championship with the pistons in 2004.
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