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				Facts

				
						The dead soldier in the tank at the end of the first episode was portrayed by Sam Witwer. Original plans had the second season starting showing the journey of the soldier through the fall of Atlanta to how he ended up in the tank where Rick find’s him. These plans were scrapped following the departure of show runner Frank Darabont.

						In the first episode Carl Grimes is wearing a Science Dog shirt. Science Dog is a comic character created by the creator of the Walking Dead, Robert Kirkman.

						Daryl’s crossbow in the first two seasons is a Horton Scout HD 125 which sells for around $300. When we are introduced to Darryl as he finds a walker eating a deer Daryl had killed, that walker is played by Greg Nicotero, the Walking Dead’s Co-Executive Producer and Special Effects Make-Up Designer. Nicotero also plays the walker that bites and kills Amy.

						In the Walking Dead episode Wildfire it is established that the outbreak of walkers started six and a half months ago. The ratio of walkers to survivor is around 5000 to 1.

						The word zombie is never used to describe the infected but the terms walkers, geeks, roamers, floaters, biters and even test subject have been used as the series progressed.

						In the Walking Dead episode What Lies Ahead most of the walker swarm that Dale spots from atop his RV were CGI creations added in post production. Only a few of the walkers were actually played by actors. What Lies Ahead won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a Series, Miniseries, Movie or a Special and was also nominated for two Golden Reel Awards in sound categories.

						Edwin Jenner, the scientist at the CDC in Atlanta says that once dead, reanimation can talk from between 3 minutes to 8 hours depending on the conditions of the individual at the time of death. What Jenner whispers to Rick as the survivors are departing the CDC is “It’s in your blood. We’re all carriers.”

						The character T-Dog’s actual name is Theodore Douglas and he is played by the actor IronE Singleton. Dale who is portrayed by Jeffrey DeMunn has appeared in all of Frank Darabont’s movies and appears in his new series Mob City alongside Jon Bernthal who played Shane on the Walking Dead.

						During the scene in season one of the Walking Dead where merle Dixon is shooting his gun on the rooftop some people didn’t know they were filming a show and called the police which ended with an actual SWAT team turning up.

						The character Rick Grimes, portrayed by Andrew Lincoln comes from the fictional place of King County, Georgia which is named in honor of the author and good friend of Frank Darabont, Stephen King.

						The Dixon brothers Merle and Daryl are creations for the television world of the Walking Dead and never appeared in the comics. The character of Shane lasted far longer in the television series than he did in the comic book series and whist Shane and Andrea hooked up on television in the comic book series it was Andrea and Dale.

						Whilst waiting for Shane and Otis to return with medical supplies for Carl who has been shot, Rick tells Lori the story of how when Shane was a teenager he stole the school guidance councillors car and drove it to a chicken farm, covering it with feed and leaving the windows open before running back to school in time to finish his lunch to show Lori how determined Shane can be.

						When Shane shoots Otis after realising there is no way they could both escape the walkers, Otis manages to tear out a clump of Shane’s hair. When Shane discovers the bald patch he shaves his head to avoid any questions it may raise.

						In the first episode Shane suggests a solution to climate change may be teaching women to turn off the lights. He says no woman he ever gave a key to has ever turned off the lights and global warming may not be a problem if women would learn a light switch works both ways.

						The first walker killed by Rick Grimes in the first episode of the Walking Dead leaves a blood spatter on Rick’s shirt in the shape of a smiling skull. This episode premiered on American television on Halloween of 2010

						On the set of the Walking Dead the actors who play the walkers eat separately to the actors that play the survivors to help keep the feeling of them and us amongst the cast. The actors that play the walkers are also subjected to zombie school on set to learn how to walk and move like zombies.

						As walkers are corpses reanimated they don’t breath. During the filming of the episode Beside the Dying Fire the temperature dropped so low that the walkers had to have their breath digitally removed in post production.

						The blue packs of meth that can be seen in Merle Dixon’s bag of medicine was borrowed from the set of fellow series Breaking Bad.

						Danai Gurira who plays Michonne wash’t hired in the role until after the character’s first appearance where she saves Andrea’s life while accompanied by her two dismembered chained walkers.

						When the principal actors film their death scenes they have a ‘Last Supper’ put on by the crew of the Walking Dead.

						When the Walking Dead reached season 3, to indicate that time had passed since the start of the show the make up team began to use darker skin tones to show the walkers have decayed more.

						The camp in season one that help Rick escape from Atlanta consists of 20 people. Of these 20 people only half were in the Walking Dead comic book series. These were Rick, Lori, Carl, Shane, Carol, Sophia, Jim, Dale, Andrea, Amy and Glenn.

						In the comic book series Lori and Shane’s affair was a one night stand as opposed to the television series where it was an ongoing relationship that the characters started after believing Rick was dead.

						One of the series most memorable scenes is the opening of the barn at Hershel’s farm which is often referred to as Barnageddon. there were 15 walkers in the barn. Twelve of Hershel’s neighbours, two of Hershel’s relations and Sophia.

						The song that Maggie and Beth sing in the season 3 episode Seed is called The Parting Glass. It is a traditional song from around the turn of the 15th century in Ireland and Scotland and is sung at the end of gatherings.

						When the Governor meets with the group of survivors he tells them his name is Brian. In the novel The Walking Dead: Rise of the Governor it is shown that Brian is actually the Governor’s real name. Phillip was the name of the Governor’s brother and he uses that name in his memory.

						The Governor’s collection of severed heads that he kept in fishtanks consisted of 24 heads, all of which were given the rotting effect using tea, coffee and dye.

						In the second episode of the first season of the Walking Dead Rick and Glenn steal a truck to help the survivors escape from the heavily infested Atlanta. The construction company the truck belongs to is Ferenc Builders. Ferenc is Frank Darabont given first name.

						The building used t as the CDC building in the episode TS-19 is actually the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Center. Like the CDC building the Cobb Energy performing Arts Center actually is located just outside of Atlanta.

						In the episode Save the Last One Dale is seen with a pack of Morley cigarettes. Morley is a fictional brand that has been used in many television series and movies including 24, American Horror Story, Breaking Bad,  Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Heroes, Lost and notably the X-Files where they were the Cigarette Smoking Man’s brand of choice.

						In the season 2 episode Chupacabra, during the filming of the scene where an injured Daryl hallucinates a conversation with his brother Merle at one point Daryl makes a pained expression. this was due to the actor that portrays Daryl, Norman Reedus getting bit by a large carpenter ant.

						Andrew lincoln who plays Rick Grimes is married to the daughter of the lead singer of Jethro Tull, Ian Anderson. Flower girl at his wedding was Apple Martin, daughter of Coldplay’s Chris Martin and Hollywood actress Gwyneth Paltrow.

						Laurie Holden who played Andrea played an informant to Special Agent Fox Mulder, Marita Covarrubias in the X-Files. Laurie Holden’s step-father is Michael Anderson who directed the movies Logan’s Run and Around the World in 80 Days.

						Norman Reedus who plays Daryl Dixon’s most noticeable non Walking Dead acting performance is in the movie Boondock Saints but prior to acting Reedus was a model for Prada and has a child with supermodel Helena Christensen. Reedus has a titanium eye socket following a horrific car accident he was in following an REM concert in 2005.

						Melissa McBride who plays Carol worked mainly as a casting director based in Georgia prior to being hired on the Walking Dead. She did appear as an actor in Frank Darabont’s movie The Mist and also appeared in three episodes of Dawson’s Creek as two separate characters.

						Jon Bernthal who played Shane found his way into acting following time studying theatre in Moscow. Bernthal spent some time in Europe as a professional baseball player. bernthal is married to Erin Angle, the niece of professional wrestler and Olympic golf medalist Kurt Angle. Following his time on the Walking Dead, Bernthal appears in Frank Darabont’s show Mob City which isn’t his only mobster related role as he appeared in Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian as Al Capone.

						Jeffrey DeMunn who played Dale received theatre training in the early 1970 in England. When he returned to the United States he spent some time performing with in a Royal Shakespeare Company tour. DeMunn has appeared in four Frank Darabont movies: The Shawshank Redemption, The Green Mile, The Majestic and The Mist. He also appeared in The Blob which was co-written by Darabont and like Jon Bernthal followed his time on the Walking Dead again working with Darabont on the television series Mob City. 

						Scott Wilson who played Hershel has appeared in over 50 films dating back to the 1960s and in his first three films played characters suspected of murder. At the age of 24 Wilson appeared on the cover of Life magazine alongside Truman Capote. Wilson was offered the role of Hershel whilst visiting his mother at her home in Georgia.

						David Morissey who played the Governor was born in Liverpool, England and early on in his career acted with the Royal Shakespeare Company. In the 1990’s he began to receiver leading roles and has appeared in some major Hollywood movies including Captain Corelli’s Mandolin. In 2008 Morissey appeared in the Christmas special episode of british sic-fi series Doctor Who  and since 2010 Morissey has been a patron of the SMA trust which is a charity that funds research into children’s disease.

						Pruitt Taylor Vince who played Otis was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and only took up acting due to a clerical error at his high school enlisting him in an acting class. Despite his acting career’s accidental start Taylor has gone on to appear in many hit movies including Angel Heart,  Identity, Constantine, Drive Angry and The Cell and has appeared in many major television shows including Quantum Leap, The X-Files, Alias, Bones, Deadwood, Hawaii 5-0, Justified and Murder One for which he received the Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Dram Series in 1997.

						Sarah Wayne Callies who played Lori is the daughter of two professors at the Universtiy of Hawaii in Manoa. Her largest acting role prior to the Walking Dead was that of Sara Tancredi in Fox’s Prison Break. Callies also made a guest appearance on Fox’s television series House M.D.

						Lauren Cohan who plays Maggie Greene was born in Pennsylvania before moving to the United Kingdom, where her mother was from in her teens. Cohan has had recurring roles in other cult TV shows, she played mystical artefact thief Bela Talbot on the CW’s Supernatural, A 560 year old vampire named Rose in The Vampire Diaries and Vivian Volkoff in Chuck.

						Danai Gurira who plays the sword wielding Michonne was born in Iowa before moving with her family to Harare in Zimbabwe. Gurira returned to the United States at the age of 19 where she studied at Macalester College before getting her MFA at New York University. Gurira has won awards for writing as well as stage acting. Before joining the Walking Dead, Gurira had a role on the HBO series Treme.

						Michael Rooker who played Merle Dixon on the Walking Dead was born in Alabama to a large family. He studied at the Goodman School of Drama in Chicago, Illinois. Rooker has appeared in many movies and television series but his big break came in his film debut in the title role of Henry: Portait of a Serial Killer, based on the confessions of the serial killer Henry Lee Lucas. Rooker has appeared in dozens of major movies including JFK, Cliffhanger, Tombstone, Mallrats, The 6th Day, Jumper, Super and Guardians of the Galaxy.

						Steven Yeun who plays Glenn Rhee was born in South Korea before moving to the United States where he was raised in Troy, Michigan. When he told his parents he wished to be an actor as opposed to a doctor or lawyer his parents were disappointed but supported Steven giving him two years to pursue his acting dream. In addition to his starring role on the Walking Dead, Yeun has made guest appearances on television series including The Big Bang Theory, Law and Order: LA, Warehouse 13 and NTSF:SD:SUV.

						Andrew Lincoln who plays Rick Grimes was born in London, England under the name Andrew James Clutterbuck. The role that brought him initial attention was that of Edgar “Egg” Cook in the BBC drama This Life. Lincoln then would appear on the comedy/dram series teachers as Simon Casey. Lincoln also appeared in the movies Love Actually and Human Traffic.

						Greg Nicotero is a special effects creator, actor and director. In 1988 Nicotero formed a special effects studio named KNB Efx Group with Robert Kurtzman and Howard Berger. Nicotero has worked on over 400 film and television productions including Oz the Great and the Powerful, Seven Psychopaths, Breaking Bad, Paul, Predators, the Book of Eli, Transformers, Spider-Man 3, Serenity, Casino Royale, Sin City, The Cell and From Dusk til Dawn. KNB received an Emmy Award for work on the Sci Fi Channel miniseries Dune and an Academy Award for their work on the movie The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe.

						Frank Darabont was born in a refugee camp in Montbeliars, Doubs, France under the name Darabont Ferenc. His Hungarian family fled their homeland after the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. The family moved to Los Angeles when Darabont was 5 years old. Inspired to work in film by the George Lucas movie THX 1138, after graduating high school Darabont would write endlessly, learning his craft. As well as being the show runner of the Walking Dead when it started, Darabont made the movies the Shawshank Redemption, The Green Mile, The Majestic and The Mist.

						Gale Anne Hurd is the producer of the Walking Dead, born in Los Angeles she graduated from Stanford university with a BA in Economics and Communications. She worked her way up in production after joining New World Pictures as an executive assistant. Hurd is married to screenwriter Jonathan Hensleigh and has previously been married to filmmakers Brian De Palma and James Cameron. Hurd is an avid supporter of London Soccer team, Arsenal F.C. Movies Hurd has worked on as a producer include The Terminator, Aliens, The Abyss, Armageddon, Hulk and The Punisher.

						Robert Kirkman is the creator of the Walking Dead comic book series on which the television show is based and also works producing the show. Kirkman has written for Marvel Comics in the past and is one of the five partners of Image Comics and is the only partner that was not one of it’s co-founders. With artist Cory Walker, Kirkman created the comic book series Invincible which Paramount Pictures purchased the rights to make a movie of with kirkman attached to write the screenplay. Kirkman still works on the brutal The Walking Dead comic book series and wrote the fourth episode series of The Walking Dead television series Vatos. 
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