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                  AGM/S

                  
               
               
               	
                  Arbeitsgruppe des Ministers/Sondereinheiten

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Acción Nacional Espanola

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANP

                  
               
               
               	
                  American Nazi Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANSESAL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Agencia Nacional de Seguridad Salvadorena

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AQ

                  
               
               
               	
                  al-Qaida

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ARM

                  
               
               
               	
                  Animal Rights Militia

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ASIO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Australian Security Intelligence Organisation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ATE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Anti-Terrismo ETA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ATF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVH

                  
               
               
               	
                  Államvédélmi Hatóság (Hungary)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Államrendőrség Államvédelmi Osztálya (Hungary) 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVSECOM 

                  
               
               
               	
                   Aviation Security Command 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BAOR

                  
               
               
               	
                  British Army of the Rhine

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BCRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bureau Centrale de Renseignemeents et d’Action

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Batalión Vascol Eapanol

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BfV

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bundesamt fürr Verfassungsschutz

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BND

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bundesnachrichtendienst (Federal Germany)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BPP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Black Panther Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CESID

                  
               
               
               	
                  Spanish intelligence service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Central Intelligence Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CICI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Combined Intelligence Centre Iraq

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Combined Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CNI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Centro Nacional de Información

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  COS

                  
               
               
               	
                  chief of station

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPSU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Communist Party of the Soviet Union

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPUSA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Communist Party of the United States of America

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  director of central intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Deputy Directorate of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Deputy Directorate of Operations

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDP

                  
               
               
               	
                  deputy director for plans

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DGI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direccion General de Inteligencia (Cuba)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DGSE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direction-Generale de la Securite Exterieure

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Directorate of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Delhi Intelligence Bureau

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direcţia Informaţii Extierne

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIGOS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Divisione Investigazioni Generali e Operazioni Speciali (Italy)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DINA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Dirección de Inteligencia Nacional (Chile)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Defence Intelligence Staff

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Directorate of Operations

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Darzhavna Sigurnost

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DST

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EAM

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Liberation Front

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ELAS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Greek People’s Liberation Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EO

                  
               
               
               	
                  executive order

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EOKA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ethniki Organosis Kyprion Agoniston (Crete)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ETA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (Basque separatists)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FBI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Bureau of Investigation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Investigation Agency (Pakistan)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FLN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Front de Libération Nationale

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FNU

                  
               
               
               	
                  first name unknown

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FSB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Security Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  G-2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Lebanese military intelligence service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GAL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Grupos Antiterroristas de Liberacion

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GDR

                  
               
               
               	
                  German Democratic Republic

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GIGN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Groupe d’Intervention de la Gendarmerie Nationale

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GRU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Chief Intelligence Office

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ICEX

                  
               
               
               	
                  Intelligence Collection and Exploitation Concept

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IIIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  International Independent Investigation Commission

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iraqi Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IMRO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  INLA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish National Liberation Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  INR

                  
               
               
               	
                  State Department Bureau of Intelligence and Research

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IPLO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish People’s Liberation Organisation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRGC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRSP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish Republican Socialist Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ISI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Inter-Services Intelligence (Pakistan)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JCAG

                  
               
               
               	
                  Justice Commandos of the Armenian Genocide

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JDL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jewish Defense League

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Joint Intelligence Committee

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JSO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jaraminayah Security Organization (Libya)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JSO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jedinica za Specijalne Operacije (Serbia)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Korean Central Intelligence Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KGB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Committee for State Security

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KPD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Kommuniste Partei Deuschland

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LARF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Lebanese Armed Revolutionary Faction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LNU

                  
               
               
               	
                  last name unknown

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LSP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Puerto Rican Socialist League

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LTTE 

                  
               
               
               	
                  Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MCP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Malaya Communist Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MFS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ministry of State Security (East Germany)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MGB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ministry of State Security (Soviet Union)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MI5

                  
               
               
               	
                  British Security Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MPIPR

                  
               
               
               	
                  Puerto Rican Independence Movement

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  N17

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 17

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NIE

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Intelligence Estimate

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NKVD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NSA

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Security Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NTS

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Labor Alliance

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OAS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Organisation Armée Secrete

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ossewa Brandweg

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OGPU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Obyeddinenoye Gosudarstvennoye Politischekoye Upravlenie

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OIRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Official Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OSS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Office of Strategic Services

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OUN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PFLP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PIRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Provisional Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PLO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Palestine Liberation Organization

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  POUM

                  
               
               
               	
                  Partido Obrero de Unificación Marxista

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PRU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Provincial Reconnaissance Units

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PWE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Political Warfare Executive

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RAF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Red Army Faction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RAW

                  
               
               
               	
                  Research and Analysis Wing

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RCMP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Canadian Mounted Police

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RFE

               
               
               	
                  Radio Free Europe

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Irish Constabulary

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RUC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Ulster Constabulary

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RUCSB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Ulster Constabulary Special Branch

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SBU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Sluzba Bezoeky Ukrayiny (Ukraine)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Second Chief Directorate

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Special Counter-Intelligence unit

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Sicherheitsdienst

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SDECE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Service de Documentation Exterieure et de Contre-Espionage (France)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIDE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Secretaria Inteligencia del Estado

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIME

                  
               
               
               	
                  Security Intelligence Middle East

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Secret Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SOE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Special Operations Executive

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SVR

                  
               
               
               	
                  Foreign Intelligence Service (Soviet Union)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TSD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Technical Services Division

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAE

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Arab Emirates

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAR

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Arab Republic

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Urzad Bezpieczenstwa (Poland)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UDA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ulster Defence Association

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UDBA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Yugoslav State Security Administration

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNSCOM

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Nations Special Commission

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USG

                  
               
               
               	
                  United States government

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UVF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ulster Volunteer Force

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vietcong

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vietcong Infrastructure

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VEVEK

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iranian Ministry of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VNV

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vlaams Nationaal Verbond 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VSD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Valstybes Saugumo Departamentas (Lithuania)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  WMD

                  
               
               
               	
                  weapons of mass destruction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  X-2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Office of Strategic Services counter-intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
      

      

      
      
   
      Chronology

      
      
      1900 King Umberto I of Italy is shot by an anarchist in Monza.
      

      
      1901 President William McKinley is shot dead in Buffalo, New York, by an anarchist.
      

      
      1902 Russia’s Minister of the Interior Dmitri Sipyagin is shot in the Marlinsky Palace
         in St. Petersburg.
      

      
      1903 King Alexander I and Queen Draga of Serbia are killed in their palace in Smederevo
         by a group of army officers.
      

      
      1904 Russia’s Minister of the Interior Vyacheslav von Plehve is killed by a bomb in St.
         Petersburg.
      

      
      1905 Governor of Ohio Frank Steunenberg is killed by a bomb.
      

      
      1906 King Alfonso XIII of Spain escapes a bomb in Madrid.
      

      
      1907 Bulgaria’s prime minister, Dimitar Petkov, is shot dead in Sofia.
      

      
      1908 King Carlos I of Portugal is shot dead in Lisbon.
      

      
      1909 Sir Curzon Wyllie is killed by a Hindu nationalist in South Kensington; Japanese
         statesman Prince Ito Hirobumi is shot dead in Harbin; British magistrate Arthur Jackson
         is assassinated while at the theatre in Nasik.
      

      
      1910 Egyptian prime minister Boutros Pasha is shot dead outside the Foreign Office in
         Cairo; an anarchist plot to assassinate Emperor Meiji of Japan is uncovered.
      

      
      1911 Russian prime minister Pyotr Stolypin is shot during a visit to the opera in Kiev.
      

      
      1912 Presidential candidate Teddy Roosevelt survives being shot by a lunatic.
      

      
      1913 King George I of Greece is shot in Thessaloniki.
      

      
      1914 Gavril Princip assassinates Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo.
      

      
      1915 A lone gunman fails to hit the sultan of Egypt, Hussein Kamel.
      

      
      1916 Lord Kitchener dies when HMS Hampshire is sunk by a mine; Grigori Rasputin is murdered in St. Petersburg.
      

      
      1917 Rumors circulate in St. Petersburg of a German plot to assassinate Alexander Kerensky;
         Lenin discovers the Lockhart Plot.
      

      
      1918 The German ambassador, Wilhelm von Mirbach, is assassinated in Moscow; Moiser Uritsky
         is shot dead in Petrograd; Fanny Kaplan tries to kill Lenin in Moscow; Tsar Nicholas
         II and his family are murdered in Yekaterinburg.
      

      
      1919 The amir of Afghanistan, Habibullah Khan, is shot dead; Emiliano Zapata is killed
         in an ambush in Chinameco, Mexico.
      

      
      1920 Eight British intelligence officers are shot dead by IRA gunmen in Dublin.
      

      
      1921   Talaat Pasha is assassinated in Berlin.
      

      
      1922 Field Marshal Sir Henry Wilson is shot dead by IRA gunmen in London; Michael Collins
         is killed in an ambush in County Cork.
      

      
      1923 Pancho Villa is shot dead on a road outside Parral, Mexico; Aleksandr Stamboluyishi
         is abducted and murdered in a coup d’état in Bulgaria; Vatslav Vorovsky is killed
         in a Lausanne restaurant.
      

      
      1924 Ernest Day is shot dead in Calcutta by Gopinth Saha in a case of mistaken identity;
         Italian politician Giancomo Matteotti is abducted and killed in Rome; General Sir
         Lee Stack is shot dead in Cairo.
      

      
      1925 Communists bomb the St. Nedelya cathedral in Sofia during a state funeral.
      

      
      1926 The Ukrainian nationalist Simon Petliura is shot dead in Paris; unsuccessful attempts
         on the life of Benito Mussolini are made by Violet Gibson outside the Capitol in Rome,
         then by Gino Lucetti, also in Rome, and later by Anteo Zamboli in Bologna.
      

      
      1927 Kevin O’Higgins is shot dead in Dublin; Piotr Voykov is shot dead in Warsaw.
      

      
      1928 Five Croatian MPs are shot dead in Belgrade’s parliament; Zhang Zuolin is killed
         when his railway carriage is blown up by Japanese agents.
      

      
      1929 Italy’s Crown Prince Umberto escapes assassination in Brussels; Jacob Blumkine is
         shot in Moscow.
      

      
      1930 Calcutta’s police commissioner, Charles Tegart, shoots dead an assassin; General
         Alexander Kutepov is abducted in Paris.
      

      
      1931 Japanese prime minister Hamaguchi Osachi dies following an attempt on his life; Georg
         Semmelmann is shot dead in Vienna; Erich Mielke shoots Paul Anlauf and Franz Lenck
         in Berlin.
      

      
      1932 Japanese prime minister Inukai Truyoshi is assassinated by a group of junior naval
         officers; Hans Widdenger is shot dead in his Hamburg apartment.
      

      
      1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt escapes an assassination attempt in Miami.
      

      
      1934 Louis Barthou and King Alexander I of Yugoslavia are shot dead in Marseilles; Andrés
         Nin is abducted and murdered in Spain; the Abwehr chief Ferdinand von Bredow is killed
         in Berlin during the “Night of the Long Knives.”
      

      
      1935 Senator Huey Long is shot dead in the Louisiana State Capitol, Baton Rouge.
      

      
      1936 German diplomat Ernst von Rath is assassinated in Paris. An Irishman attempts to
         shoot Edward VIII in Constitution Hill.
      

      
      1937 Dmitri Navachine is murdered in Paris; General Eugene Miller is abducted in Paris;
         Ignace Reiss is shot dead in Lausanne; Juliet Poyntz disappears in New York; Georges
         Agabekov is killed in France.
      

      
      1938 Leon Sedov dies in a Paris clinic; Rudolf Klement found dead in the Seine; Ukrainian
         nationalist Konovalets is killed in Rotterdam by a bomb concealed in a box of chocolates.
      

      
      1939 Adolf Hitler survives a bomb in a Munich bierkeller.
      

      
      1940 The Countess de Portes lunges at Winston Churchill while carrying a knife; Leon Trotsky
         is murdered by Ramon Mercader in Mexico.
      

      
      1941 Walter Krivitsky is found dead in his Washington hotel room; a battalion of Polish
         commandos attempt to abduct and kill the deputy Fuhrer Rudolf Hess; an SOE agent,
         Bradley Davis, is poisoned in Marseilles; Jan Valtin publishes Out of the Night; Robey Leibbrandt is arrested in a plot codenamed WEISSDORN to shoot Field Marshal
         Jan Smuts.
      

      
      1942 Franz von Papen survives an assassination attempt in Istanbul; a Baltimore security
         guard is prevented from attacking Winston Churchill; Admiral Jean Darlan is shot dead
         in Algiers; SOE plans to kill Leopold Werz with a car bomb in Lourenco Marques.
      

      
      1943 Reinhard Heydrich is killed in Prague by SOE-trained assassins; Wladyslaw Sikorsky
         is killed in an air crash at Gibraltar; LONG JUMP, a German plan to assassinate Winston
         Churchill, Josef Stalin, and President Roosevelt in Tehran, is abandoned; Wilhelm
         Kube is assassinated in Minsk.
      

      
      1944 Kaj Munk is killed by Leo Köhler in Denmark; SOE targets Nazi collaborators in Belgium
         during RAT WEEK; Adolf Hitler survives a bomb at his Wolfsschanze headquarters; SOE
         plans Operation FOXLEY to kill the Nazi leadership on a train in Germany; Lord Moyne
         is shot dead in Cairo by the Stern gang; the Abwehr plan to assassinate a former employee
         codenamed JIGGER; an attempt to kill Winston Churchill in Athens is foiled.
      

      
      1945 Ludwig Nebel reports to Adolf Hitler on a plot to assassinate Charles de Gaulle;
         the Burgermeister of Aachen, Franz Oppenhoff, is murdered by an SD assassination team.
      

      
      1946 Smersh is disbanded.
      

      
      1947 Aung San and seven ministers are shot dead in Rangoon; Superintendent Albert Conquest
         is shot dead in a Haifa street.
      

      
      1948 Mahatma Gandhi is shot dead in New Delhi; Jan Mararyk is killed in a fall from a
         window in Prague; Count Folke Bernadotte is assassinated in Jerusalem; Rex Farran
         is killed by a letter bomb meant for his brother Roy.
      

      
      1949 The shah of Iran is wounded during an assassination attempt.
      

      
      1950 Two Puerto Rican nationalists attempt to kill President Harry S. Truman at Blair
         House in Washington, D.C.
      

      
      1951 King Abdullah of Jordan is shot dead in Jerusalem; the British high commissioner,
         Sir Henry Gurney, is killed in an ambush in Malaya; Pakistan’s prime minister, Liaqat
         Ali Khan, is killed by a lone gunman.
      

      
      1952 Kenyan Chief Waruhiu is shot dead by Mau Mau assassins.
      

      
      1953 The sultan of Morocco escapes an attempt on his life; GRU defector Ismael Akhmedov
         gives evidence to Congress on Soviet assassinations as “Ismael Ege”; Stalin accuses
         a group of Jewish Moscow doctors of planning an assassination.
      

      
      1954 Eight shots are fired at President Nasser in Alexandria by Mahmoud Abd al-Latif;
         the CIA plan PB/SUCCESS, the removal of President Arbenz of Guatemala.
      

      
      1955 Lisa Stein survives a box of chocolates laced with scopolamine; Chinese premier Zhou
         Enlai escapes a bomb placed on an Air India flight from Hong Kong to the Bandung Conference
         in Jakarta.
      

      
      1956 President Anastasio Somoza of Nicaragua is shot dead.
      

      
      1957 The Ukrainian monarchist Danylo Skoropadsky is poisoned in London; Lev Rebet is assassinated
         in Munich by Bogdan Stashinsky; Nikolai Khokhlov survives thallium administered in
         Frankfurt; President Sukarno survives an assassination plot.
      

      
      1958 King Faisal II of Iraq is assassinated in Baghdad.
      

      
      1959 Operation SUNSHINE targets George Grivas for assassination in Cyprus; Stepan Bandera
         is assassinated with a cyanide gas gun in Munich.
      

      
      1960 The CIA plans the assassination of Fidel Castro; the Polish agent Wladyslaw Mroz
         is shot dead in Paris; President Romulo Betancourt escapes a car bomb in Caracas;
         a CIA document suggests “health alteration committee” treatment for an Iraqi prosecutor.
      

      
      1961 Dag Hammarskjöld dies in an air crash; Patrice Lumumba is murdered in the Congo by
         Belgian government agents; General Rafael Trujillo is shot dead in the Dominican Republic.
      

      
      1962 The OAS leader Camille Petitjean is abducted and shot; President Charles de Gaulle
         escapes an ambush of his motorcade; Bela Lapusnyik is poisoned while in Austrian custody;
         Dr. Heinz Krug disappears in Munich, a victim of Operation DAMOCLES.
      

      
      1963 Hugh Gaitskell succumbs to lupus; President Diem is murdered in Vietnam; President
         John F. Kennedy is shot dead in Dallas, Texas.
      

      
      1964 Malcolm X survives poisoning in a Cairo restaurant; a VC, Nguyen Van Troi, is executed
         in Saigon for plotting to assassinate U.S. defense secretary Robert McNamara; the
         Warren Commission publishes its report on the Kennedy assassination.
      

      
      1965 The prime minister of Burundi, Pierre Ngendandumwe, is assassinated; the PHOENIX
         program is established in Vietnam to identify Vietcong cadres; Malcolm X is shot dead
         in Harlem, New York, by three Nation of Islam members.
      

      
      1966 Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd is stabbed to death in Cape Town.
      

      
      1967 The leader of the ANP, George Lincoln Rockwell, is shot dead in Arlington, Virginia.
      

      
      1968 Martin Luther King Jr. is shot dead in Memphis, Tennessee; Robert F. Kennedy is shot
         dead in a Los Angeles hotel.
      

      
      1969 A Red Army deserter tries to shoot Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow; Sirhan Sirhan is convicted
         of the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy.
      

      
      1970 General Rene Schneider is assassinated in Chile.
      

      
      1971 KGB defector Oleg Lyalin discloses the existence of Department V; Jordan’s ambassador
         in London, Zaid al-Rifai, is wounded in a gun attack on his limousine.
      

      
      1972 Wael Zwaiter is shot dead in Rome; Hussein al-Bashir is killed by a bomb in his hotel
         room in Cyprus; Mahmoud Hamshari is killed by a bomb in Paris; the PHOENIX program
         is terminated; Governor George Wallace survives a shooting in Laurel, Maryland.
      

      
      1973 The governor of Bermuda, Sir Richard Sharples, is shot dead in Hamilton; Prime Minister
         Luis Carrero Blanco is killed by an ETA bomb in Madrid.
      

      
      1974 A Mossad team kills an innocent Moroccan waiter in Lillehammer in a case of mistaken
         identity; a Chilean exile, General Carlos Prats, is killed by a car bomb in Buenos
         Aires; the New York Times publishes articles about CIA assassination plans.
      

      
      1975 The Church and Pike Congressional Committees hold hearings into allegations of CIA
         involvement in assassination; an attempt is made by DINA to shoot former vice president
         Bernardo Leighton of Chile in Rome; CIA station chief Dick Welch is shot dead in Athens
         by N17; Bangladeshi president Mujibur Rahman and his family are killed at home during
         a coup; TV presenter Ross McWhirter is shot dead outside his home in Enfield by two
         PIRA killers, Harry Duggan and Hugh Doherty.
      

      
      1976 Orlando Letelier is killed in a car bomb in Washington; President Gerald Ford issues
         his Executive Order 11905; Congress establishes a committee to investigate the Kennedy
         and Martin Luther King assassinations; the British ambassador in Dublin, Christopher
         Ewart-Biggs, is killed by a PIRA land mine.
      

      
      1977 Two Syrian diplomats die when their car explodes in a London street; Vladimir Kostov
         is attacked in Paris; Kadhi Abdullah al-Hagri and his wife are shot dead in London;
         Hanns-Martin Scheyer is abducted by the Red Army Faction and murdered; President Ibrahim
         al-Hamdi is shot dead at his brother’s home in North Yemen.
      

      
      1978 The PLO representative in London, Said Hammani, is shot dead in his office; Georgi
         Markov is injected with ricin in London; General Abdar-Razzaq an-Naif is shot dead
         in London; Henri Curiel is shot dead by two gunmen outside his Paris apartment; Ion
         Pacepa defects and reveals the DIE’s involvement in the murder of journalists; President
         Jimmy Carter signs Executive Order 12036; Italian prime minister Aldo Moro is abducted
         and murdered by the Red Brigades; Croatian émigré Bruno Busic is shot dead in Paris.
      

      
      1979 Ali Hassan Salameh is killed by a car bomb in Beirut; the British ambassador in the
         Hague, Sir Richard Sykes, and his valet Karel Straub are shot dead by PIRA; Airey
         Neave MP is killed in London by an INLA bomber; the former KCIA director Kim Hueong-wook
         disappears in Paris; Korea’s President Park Chung-hee is shot dead by his DCI Kim
         Jae-gyu; Lord Mountbatten is killed in Ireland by PIRA; President Hafizullah Amin
         is shot dead in Kabul.
      

      
      1980 The Turkish consul-general in Sydney is shot dead by Armenian gunmen; the Libyan
         newspaper Green March announces a campaign against “stray dogs”; Libyan businessman Mohamed Salem Rtemi
         is shot dead in Rome; BBC Arabic Service announcer Mohammed Mustafa Ramadan is shot
         dead outside Regent’s Park mosque by Ben Hassan Muhammad al-Masri and Nagib Mufta
         Gasmi; Abdul Gelie Aref is shot dead in Rome by Yousef Msallata Vidha; Libyan businessman
         Abdulateef el-Muntaser is killed in Beirut; Libyan lawyer Mahmoud Nafa is shot dead
         in Ennismore Gardens Mews, London, by Mabrook Ali Mohammed al-Gidal; Abdallah Mohamed
         el-Kazmi is shot dead in Rome’s railway station; a former Libyan diplomat, Omran Mehdavi,
         is shot dead in a Bonn shopping center; Libyan dissident Fouad Buohjar is stabbed
         to death in a Rome hotel; Former army officer Abubakr Abdelrahman el-Kimyas is killed
         at his home in Athens; Libyan businessman Izzedin el-Hederey is killed in Rome; NATO
         commander General Alexander Haig escapes a rocket attack on his car in Mons, Belgium;
         shots miss Salem Mohamed Fezzani in Rome; Professor Tufik Rushi is murdered by Iraqi
         agents in Aden; Libya’s ambassador in London, Moussa Kusa, is expelled; Syria’s President
         Hafe al-Assad escapes grenades thrown by the Muslim Brotherhood; Azedin Lanhderi is
         shot dead in Milan; Mohamed Saad Bijet is shot and wounded in Rome;  the archbishop
         of El Salvador, Oscar Romero, is shot dead while celebrating mass; former Syrian prime
         minister Salah al-Din al-Bitar is shot dead in Paris; Libyan émigré Faisal Zaggalai
         survives two shots to his head in Fort Collins, Colorado, fired by a hit man, Eugene
         Tafoya; Manchester University student Ahmed Burghia is stabbed to death.
      

      
      1981 The Red Army Faction ambushes General Kroesen’s limousine near Heidelberg; Pope John
         Paul II survives an assassination attempt in the Vatican; Anwar Sadat is shot dead
         in Cairo; Libyan student Nabil Abuzed Mansour is shot dead at Weber State College,
         Utah; President Ronald Reagan survives six shots fired by John Hinckley Jr. in Washington,
         D.C.
      

      
      1982 U.S. defense attaché Colonel Charles Ray is shot dead in a Paris street by a LARF
         gunman; a Mossad officer, Yakov Bar-Simantov, is shot dead in Paris; a DIE officer,
         Matei Haiducu, defects and reveals a plot to assassinate émigré writers; the Israeli
         ambassador in London, Schlomo Argov, is shot and wounded in Park Lane by three Abu
         Nidal gunmen; the PLO’s deputy bureau chief, Fadly Dani, is shot in Paris.
      

      
      1983 Former senator Benigno Aquino is shot upon his arrival at Manila Airport; the PLO
         representative Dr. Issam Sartaw is shot dead in the lobby of the Montechoro Hotel
         in Albufeira, Portugal, by an Abu Nidal gunman; Libyan espionage suspect Salih Abu
         Frowah is killed in Romania; two N17 gunmen on a motorcycle kill U.S. naval attaché
         Captain George Tsantes in Chalandri, Athens.
      

      
      1984 Abu Nidal’s plot to assassinate Queen Elizabeth II in Amman is foiled; Leamon Hunt
         is shot by three gunmen in Rome; Kenneth Whitty is shot dead in Athens by Abu Nidal;
         Libyan dissident Salih Abu Zeyd Elshteet is killed in Athens by Volcano’s Mansour
         al Saber; two Libyan dental students, Attiah el-Falta and Abdel el-Zawi, are shot
         dead in their Athens apartment; Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is shot dead by two of
         her bodyguards, Satwant Singh and Beant Singh; a Polish priest, Jerzy Popieluszko,
         is murdered by three SB officers in Wloclawek; the Grand Hotel in Brighton is bombed
         by PIRA; Henry Liu is shot dead by Taiwanese agents at his home in Daly City, California;
         a plot by Volcano to assassinate former Libyan prime minister Abdul Hamid Bakkush
         in Cairo is foiled; British deputy high commissioner Percy Norris is shot dead by
         two Abu Nidal gunmen in Bombay.
      

      
      1985 A Libyan businessman, Ahmed Rafiq al-Barrani, is shot dead in his office in Nicosia;
         Alex Odeh is killed by a bomb at his office in Santa Ana, California; N17 kills newspaper
         publisher Nikos Momferatos; a former Libyan police officer, Gibril Denali, is shot
         dead in Cathedral Square, Bonn; a Libyan exile, Mahmood Buzo, is killed in Paris;
         a Libyan engineer, Dr. Gheith el-Tarhouni, is murdered while on the hajj pilgrimage
         in Jeddah; a plot by three Libyans, Hamuda Daghdugh, Urabi Mohammed Fitouri, and Musbah
         Mammoud Werfalli, to assassinate the U.S. ambassador in Rome, Maxwell Rabb, is foiled;
         a Libyan student, Mustafa Meylud el-Sweyhli, is murdered in Madrid; a Libyan businessman,
         Hussein el-Nimr el-Rafadi, is murdered in Poland; former Libyan ambassador Ezzedin
         Ghadamsi survives five bullets in Vienna.
      

      
      1986 Prime Minister Olof Palme is shot dead in Stockholm; General Augusto Pinochet survives
         a rocket attack on his motorcade in Santiago; a former Libyan diplomat, Mohamed Ashur,
         is shot dead in a  west Berlin park; Reza Fazeli, the son of an opponent of the Iranian
         regime, is killed by a bomb at his father’s video shop in Kensington.
      

      
      1987 A Libyan businessman, Mohamed Ashur Fheyma, is shot dead in Athens; a Libyan oil
         company executive, Mohamed el-Muthnani, is killed in Malta;  the Palestinian cartoonist
         Naji Salim al-Ali is shot dead in Chelsea; a Libyan businessman, Yousef Salih Kherbigh,
         is shot dead in a Rome street by  Omar Mabrouk al-Ghammudi and Ali Tharauni Ramadan
         after he had been pointed out by Jabir Zaghdud; former Iranian minister Amin Hossain
         Amir-Parviz is injured by a bomb that detonated under his car in Kensington; appeal
         court judge Sir Maurice Gibson and his wife are killed by a PIRA car bomb in Killean,
         County Armagh; Ezzedin al-Ghadamsi, the former Libyan ambassador to Austria, is attacked
         and wounded in Vienna. 
      

      
      1988 President Zia al-Haq is killed in a plane crash in Pakistan; the Croatian émigré
         Nikola Stedul is shot four times in Kirkcaldy.
      

      
      1989 Lebanon’s President Rene Moawad is killed by a car bomb in Beirut; the Ayatollah
         Ruhollah Khomeini issues a fatwa on Salman Rushdie; Alfred Herrhausen is killed in
         Bad Homburg by the RAF.
      

      
      1990 Ian Gow MP is killed by PIRA; Dr. Gerald Bull is shot dead outside his apartment
         in Brussels.
      

      
      1991 John Major’s cabinet escapes a PIRA mortar attack on 10 Downing Street; Rajiv Gandhi
         is killed in Sriperumbudur by a woman suicide bomber; Detlev Karsten Rohwedder is
         shot dead by an RAF sniper; former Iranian prime minister Shapour Bakhtiar and his
         secretary Soroush Katibeh are stabbed to death by Ali Vakili Rad and two accomplices
         in Suresnes, Paris.
      

      
      1992 Algeria’s head of state, Mohamed Boudiaf, is shot dead by his bodyguard; the PLO’s
         director of intelligence, Atef Bseiso, is shot dead outside his hotel in Montparnasse,
         Paris, by a Mossad team of two men and a woman.
      

      
      1993 The South African Communist Party leader Chris Hani is shot outside his home in Boksburg;
         Sri Lanka’s President Ranasingh Premadasa is killed by a suicide bomber at a rally
         in Colombo; Freddie Woodruff, the CIA station chief in Tbilisi, is shot dead; Libyan
         former foreign minister Mansour al-Kikhai is abducted in Cairo and murdered in Tripoli;
         a plot to assassinate ex-president George H. W. Bush with a car bomb in Kuwait is
         uncovered.
      

      
      1994 Mexico’s presidential candidate Luis Donald Colosio is shot dead in Tijuana. 
      

      
      1995 The CIA completes a report on the Iraqi plot to assassinate George H. W. Bush in
         Kuwait; Yitzhak Rabin is shot dead at a rally in Tel Aviv; an ETA plot to assassinate
         King Juan Carlos of Spain fails; Libyan dissident Ali Mohamed Abuzeid is stabbed to
         death in his Westbourne Grove grocery store; the Libyan JSO rezident in London, Khalifa Ahmed Bazelya, is expelled; the Punjab’s chief minister is killed
         in Chandigarh by a suicide bomber, Dilawar Singh Jaisinghvala; the Islamic Jihad leader
         Fathi Shaqaqi is shot dead by two Mossad gunmen in Malta.
      

      
      1996 The Militant Islamic Group attempts to kill Muammar Gadhafi with a culvert bomb in
         Tripoli; Chechen leader Dzhokhar Dudayev is killed by a Russian missile.
      

      
      1997 Sheikh Khaled Mashal survives a Mossad attack in Amman, Jordan; Sikh separatists
         Jagroop Singh Bathh and Ghuman Singh plot to kill the Punjab’s deputy inspector-general
         of police, Sumedh Singh Saini, while he is on a visit to Southall, West London.
      

      
      1998 The mayor of the Siberian city of Neftyugansk, Vladimir Petukhov, is shot dead.
      

      
      1999 Israeli General Erez Gerstein is killed in Lebanon; the family of Martin Luther King
         Jr. wins a civil trial against Lloyd Jowers and other alleged assassins.
      

      
      2000 The British military attaché in Athens, Brigadier Stephen Saunders, is shot dead
         by N17.
      

      
      2001 Nepal’s royal family is shot dead by Crown Prince Dipendra; Ahmed Shah Mahsoud is
         killed by AQ suicide bombers posing as a television crew. Richard Tomlinson alleges
         that SIS plotted to assassinate Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic. AQ’s military
         commander Mohammed Atef is killed by a CIA-operated drone in Afghanistan.
      

      
      2002 George W. Bush addresses the United Nations and cites Saddam’s plot to assassinate
         his father; a Chinese diplomat, Wang Jianping, and his aide Umarov Nurmuhamed are
         shot dead in their car in Kyrgyzstan; Janet Dobinson, a bogus SIS officer, recruits
         an assassin online; Qued Salim Sinan al-Haethiis, the AQ commander known as “Abu Ali,”
         is killed by a CIA drone near Sana’a in Yemen.
      

      
      2003 Serbia’s prime minister Zoran Djincjic is shot dead by Zvezdan Jovanovic; controversy
         surrounding Dr. David Kelly’s alleged suicide prompts a judicial inquiry.
      

      
      2004 Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev is killed by a car bomb in Qatar; Yasser Arafat dies unexpectedly
         in Paris; Chechnya’s President Akhmad Kadyrov is killed by a bomb; Ukraine’s presidential
         candidate Viktor Yuschenko is poisoned with dioxin by senior SBU officers.
      

      
      2005 Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri is killed by a car bomb in Beirut.
      

      
      2006 Alexander Litvinenko is poisoned with polonium-210 in a London hotel; a Lithuanian
         intelligence officer, Vytautas Pociunas, dies in a fall from a hotel in Belarus.
      

      
      2007 Ashraf Marwan falls to his death from his London apartment; Benazir Bhutto is killed
         by a bomb in Pakistan; a plot to shoot Boris Berezovsky at the London Hilton is foiled.
      

      
      2008 At Princess Diana’s inquest, Sir Richard Dearlove denies that SIS plotted to murder
         her; Imad Maghniyeh is killed by a car bomb in Damascus; South Africa’s former defense
         minister January Masilela is killed in a suspicious road accident.
      

      
      2009 The Chechen rebel leader Sulim Yamadayev is shot dead in Dubai.
      

      
      2010 Mahmoud al-Mabhouh is asphyxiated in Dubai; Clotilde Reiss, a DGSE agent arrested
         in Tehran, is exchanged for Shapour Bakhtiar’s assassin Ali Vakili Rad.
      

      
      2011 Anwar al-Awlaki is killed by a Hellfire missile fired by a drone over Yemen.
      

      
      2012 The head of Lebanese military intelligence, Wissam al-Hassan, is killed by a car
         bomb in Beirut.
      

      
      2013 Tunisian politician Mohamed Brahmi is shot outside his home in Tunis.
      

      
      2014 Boris Nemtsov is shot dead near the Kremlin.
      

      
      2015 Libyan Prime Minister Abdullah al-Thinni survives an attempt on his life in Tripoli.
      

      
      2016 The Hezbollah military commander Mustafa Badreddine is killed outside Damascus by
         an Israeli missile; the Taliban leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour is killed in Pakistan
         by an American drone; the Russian ambassador to Turkey, Andrei Karlov, is shot dead
         by an off-duty policeman, Mevlut Mert Altintas.
      

      
      2017 Kim Jong-Nam, elder half-brother of President Kim Jong-Un, dies after being splashed
         in the face with VX gas in Kuala Lumpur airport.
      

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
      Assassination may be a disagreeable phenomenon, but it has had a profound impact on
         the political development of many countries, and in some, because of the involvement
         of either a foreign or domestic intelligence agency, there remains an element of mystery
         about who precisely has been responsible. There have been examples of such unsolved
         crimes in Sweden, Burma, the Philippines, France, Germany, Austria, and many more
         besides.
      

      
      As instruments of political power, intelligence agencies are occasionally instructed
         to kill an adversary, and there have been circumstances in which the capability has
         been institutionalized, as happened with the NKVD’s creation of Smersh in April 1943
         for the liquidation of counter-revolutionaries, opponents of the regime, and Nazi
         collaborators. This ostensibly wartime Soviet expedient was perpetuated into the Cold
         War by the First Chief Directorate’s notorious Thirteenth Department, which employed
         the defectors Nikolai Khokhlov and Bogdan Stashinsky, who both gave detailed accounts
         of the organization in 1953 and 1961, respectively, after they had been granted political
         asylum in the West.
      

      
       The origins of the Thirteenth Department lay in the creation in 1936 of the Department
         for Special Tasks, headed by Pavel Sudoplatov, which had been responsible for the
         assassination of Ignace Reiss, the NKVD illegal who was shot, or on Soviet terminology
         “liquidated,” in Lausanne in September 1937, and the death of Leon Trotsky in Mexico
         in August 1940. Many of Stalin’s opponents, including several of Trotsky’s supporters,
         met mysterious deaths, including his son Leon Sedov, who died in February 1938 in
         a Paris clinic run by White Russians. One of Sedov’s assistants, Rudolf Klement, was
         a young German who disappeared while en route to Brussels carrying important papers.
         His headless body was found in the Seine.
      

      
       The NKVD’s successor organization, the KGB, was also implicated in the murder in
         Paris in 1960 of the Polish illegal Wladyslaw Mroz, who had defected to the DST and
         was shot dead in Paris. The full details only emerged following the defection of the
         UB officer Janusz Kochanski to the U.S. CIA in February 1967. However, although the
         KGB learned the resettlement details of the defectors Igor Gouzenko in Canada and
         Vladimir Petrov in Australia, no action was taken against either.
      

      
       During the KGB’s reorganization in 1968/69, the Thirteenth Department had been abolished
         and its staff of around 50 officers transferred to Department V, a new section created
         with a broader role, encompassing sabotage, and placed within Directorate S under
         the personal authority of Chairman Yuri V. Andropov. Its principal function was to
         plan disruption in target countries so that in the event of hostilities a fifth column
         of agents could be mobilized by radio to strike at the heart of government and create
         chaos.
      

      
      The West’s knowledge of Department V was to be enhanced in August 1971 by Oleg Lyalin,
         the Department V representative in the London rezidentura. His defection in August 1971 in London embarrassed the Kremlin, and as part of a
         program of counter-measures to mitigate the damage, all Department V personnel were
         withdrawn from the field. Created in its place was the Eighth Department of Directorate
         S, which was henceforth restricted to a planning and training role, with the officers
         with operational experience dispersed between the directorate’s four geographical
         departments.
      

      
       According to Lyalin, the KGB had closed down the Thirteenth Department after Stashinsky’s
         embarrassing disclosures but had retained a combined sabotage and assassination capability.
         He also revealed a wartime contingency plan prepared by his rezidentura to infiltrate agents disguised as official messengers into Whitehall’s system of
         underground tunnels to distribute poison gas capsules.
      

      
       However, although the Kremlin resorted to assassination on an almost industrial scale,
         the intelligence agencies of other countries have also been implicated in murder as
         a political expedient, including Belgium, France, Spain, Great Britain, Poland, Bulgaria,
         Yugoslavia, Romania, Lebanon, Libya, Syria, Iran, Chile, Argentina, Israel, and the
         United States. As we shall see, with the benefit of newly declassified documents and
         files retrieved from fallen regimes, some dictatorships embraced the opportunity to
         eliminate their political adversaries, while some democracies adopted murder as a
         practical remedy to an otherwise insoluble problem. We now know, for example, the
         grisly details of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s views about what he termed “stray dogs”
         and the policy of murder adopted by the ayatollahs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
      

      
       The British SIS sought to accommodate Prime Minister Sir Anthony Eden’s instruction
         to kill Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser in 1955 and the EOKA leader George Grivas in 1959,
         but failed on both occasions. President Nasser proved too difficult a target, although
         some plans were drafted, and the sanction for a sniper, Stephen Hastings, a former
         wartime Special Air Service officer, to shoot Grivas was withdrawn at the last moment.
         A further request, by Foreign Secretary Dr. David Owen, to eliminate Uganda’s President
         Idi Amin, was received with a shocked refusal by the rather saintly SIS chief, Maurice
         Oldfield, who had previously turned down a request from a subordinate in Bangkok,
         Michael Wrigley, for £10,000 to pay a hit man to eliminate a particularly troublesome
         local communist.
      

      
       The French SDECE’s Action Service has had few qualms in employing assassins recruited
         from the Marseilles underworld and the Unione Corse, as was demonstrated by the campaign
         conducted by les Barbouzes, a deniable group of hit men, against the OAS during the Algerian dirty war. Among
         their victims was Camille Petitjean, a suspected OAS leader, abducted and shot in
         February 1962.
      

      
       Although allegations of the CIA’s alleged involvement in the assassination of foreign
         leaders was investigated by Congress in 1974, prior to the ban imposed by President
         Gerald Ford in February 1976 when he issued his Executive Order 11905, none was substantiated.
         That prohibition remained in force, confirmed by Jimmy Carter in January 1978 (Executive
         Order 12036) and by Ronald Reagan in December 1982 (Executive Order 12333). Despite
         a very lengthy investigation conducted by two congressional committees, no evidence
         was ever uncovered of a CIA assassination and, contrary to widespread belief, not
         a single CIA officer was ever indicted, let alone convicted, on any related charges.
      

      
       One of the assassinations attributed to the CIA, that of Patrice Lumumba in January
         1961, was later discovered to have been the handiwork of the Belgian Sureté d’Etat.
         The plot, code-named Operation L, had been formulated in 1960 when a journalist named
         Bogaerts was sent to the Congo to prepare for the assassination involving the substitution
         of Lumumba’s medicine with a poison, and was followed in November by a hit man, “George
         the Greek,” who had been hired by the Belgian historian Jo Gerard. This first scheme
         failed, apparently through fraud, so a second was directed by Colonel Louis Marliére
         and Major Jules Loos, who were based in Elizabethville under diplomatic cover provided
         by the minister, Harold d’Aspremont Lynden, at the Belgian Technical Mission.
      

      
       Lumumba, regarded as pro-communist, had been arrested at the Elizabethville airport
         in December 1960 and imprisoned at an army camp outside Leopoldville before being
         moved, allegedly for his own safety, to Belgian-controlled Katanga. Also murdered
         were two companions, the youth minister Maurice Mpolo and the former Senate vice president
         Joseph Okito.
      

      
       It is officially acknowledged by the Israeli government that Mossad was authorized
         by a cabinet committee to wreak revenge, code-named WRATH OF GOD, for the atrocities
         committed during Black September’s murderous assault on the 1972 Munich Olympics.
      

      
       Rather less candid has been the Assad dynasty in Damascus, which has engaged in a
         ruthless campaign of murder to eliminate actual and perceived enemies of the regime.
         As the pages that follow demonstrate, Syria, Libya, and Iran have adopted assassination
         abroad as an instrument of political power, deploying killers to murder émigrés in
         foreign countries, often without taking much care about the lapses in tradecraft that
         betray the telltale signs of official or state sponsorship. Such behavior, however,
         is not limited to the Middle East or Latin American dictatorships.
      

      
       Although the Spanish government has never admitted complicity in the “dirty war”
         waged against the Basque separatists who engaged in a lengthy campaign of terrorism
         and assassination, the evidence of collusion between supposedly “freelancing” intelligence
         personnel and their senior officers is undeniable.
      

      
       The phenomenon of political assassination has had a profound impact on modern history,
         from Gavril Princip in 1914, to the attempt on the life of John Paul II in 1981, to
         the meticulously planned murder of Rafiq Hariri in 2005. The death of John F. Kennedy
         in Dallas in 1963 and Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis in 1968 would have global
         consequences, but it has only been possible, following the collapse of the Soviet
         bloc, to gain access to some of the archives that shed new light on these momentous
         events.
      

      
       Curiously, some of the most public and momentous assassinations have gone unsolved.
         No one appears to know who killed Benazir Bhutto, who may have been shot before she
         was killed by a suicide bomber in Rawalpindi, and there seems to be no appetite in
         the Philippines to solve the enduring mystery of who murdered Benigno Aquino.
      

      
       The objective of this volume is to identify and document assassination as it occurred
         during this and the previous century. Where the recent declassification of documents
         has made it possible, new light will be shed on some old mysteries. For example, we
         now know that what might be termed the JFK assassination conspiracy industry was deliberately
         fueled and manipulated by the KGB so as to distract the CIA and undermine confidence
         in successive U.S. administrations. Also, new evidence continues to emerge of Vladimir
         Putin’s commitment to the extra-judicial elimination of “extremists” overseas, as
         legitimized by the Duma in July 2006. Controversially, the legislation included one
         definition of “extremists” as “those slandering the individual occupying the post
         of president of the Russian Federation.”
      

      
       There is a growing awareness, following the murder of Alexander Litvinenko in London
         in 2006 with polonium-210 and the deployment of drones armed with Hellfire missiles
         on mission to decapitate terrorist organizations, that the art of state-sponsored
         assassination has entered a more sophisticated and deadly era. Although what are referred
         to as “nine millimeter retirement plans” still have a place in the elimination of
         perceived enemies and traitors, technology has provided new opportunities for “termination
         with extreme prejudice” or, as one intelligence professional put it, albeit tongue-in-cheek,
         the intervention of “a health alteration committee.”
      

      
       Although much has been written about the role of intelligence agencies in alleged
         assassination plots, it is only in recent years that, with the benefit of recently
         declassified files, it has been possible to distinguish between fact and fiction and
         shed new light on some remarkable mysteries.
      

      
      
   
      A

      
      
      
         
         	ABBIATE, ROLAND

         
         	
            Born in St. Petersburg in 1902 to a French music teacher, Roland Abbiate returned
               to France in 1920 and in 1931 was recruited into the NKVD by his sister Mireille who
               had married a Soviet pilot, Vasili Yermolov. In 1937 she rented an apartment in Paris
               near General Eugene Miller and played a role in his assassination.
            

            
            Abbiate had worked in Paris under the alias Francois Rossi, ostensibly a journalist
               from Monaco, and had traveled to Switzerland in 1938 to carry out the murder of Ignace
               Reiss, the legendary illegal who had been sentenced to death in the purges, but had
               disappeared instead of answering a summons to return to Moscow. Abbiate had used his
               (purported) fiancée, Gertrude Schildbach, an aging German actress and communist trusted
               by Reiss, to lure him from his refuge in the tiny Valais village of Finhaut in the
               Swiss Alps to Lausanne, where his bullet-riddled body was found by the side of a quiet
               street off the Chamblandes road on 4 September 1937. The Swiss police issued an arrest
               warrant for Francois Rossi, alias Py, only to discover that he was already wanted
               in the United States, but when he turned up in New York two years later as Vladimir
               Pravdin, a correspondent for TASS, accompanied by his wife Olga, who worked for Amtorg,
               his past went undiscovered.
            

            
            Abbiate’s participation in Reiss’s murder was confirmed by Renata Steiner, a Swiss
               communist who had rented the vehicle used to abduct the victim minutes after he had
               dined with Gertrude Schildbach at a Chamblandes restaurant.
            

            
            Abbiate was an impressive, sophisticated operator and handled some high-level sources
               in the United States, being promoted to rezident in New York in March 1945, but he was recalled to Moscow in 1946 as a result of inquiries
               conducted by the FBI into the confessions of the defectors Elizabeth Bentley and Whittaker
               Chambers. Code-named SERGEI, Abbiate would feature frequently in the New York rezidentura’s VENONA traffic.
            

            
            Abbiate’s wife, Olga B. Pravdina, was identified by Elizabeth Bentley as a substitute
               Soviet contact whom she met “about five or six times over a four-month period” in
               early 1942 and knew as MARGARET.
            

            
            According to the KGB defector Anatoli Golitsyn who read his personnel dossier, Abbiate
               remained in the NKVD until his dismissal in 1949, and he recalled that he
            

            
            
               had been born in the United States. In the late 1920s he had been involved with criminals
                  and his name had been mentioned at a trial as a gangster. After he escaped to Europe
                  he was recruited by Soviet intelligence and was used as an illegal, and the file contained
                  clippings from French and Swiss newspapers describing an assassination near Geneva
                  which had been attributed to the Germans. The file also contained a report and a document
                  from the French DST security service, which described the assassin as a Soviet agent
                  and named him as Francois Rossi, the alias used by Abbiate in France. The report maintained
                  he had been responsible for the assassination near Lausanne in September 1937 of the
                  KGB defector Ignace Reiss, and that he should be sought throughout the world and arrested
                  if found.
               

               
            

            In Pavel Sudoplatov’s version of these events, he identifies one of the assassins as “Victor Pravdin,”
               described as the brother-in-law of another, a Bulgarian illegal named Boris Afanasiev.
               He claims that “Pravdin joined the Moscow Foreign Languages Publishing House, where
               he worked until he died in 1970.”
            

            
         

         
         	ABDULLAH, KING

         
         	
            King Abdullah of Jordan was shot dead in Jerusalem on 20 July 1951 while attending
               Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque by a lone Palestinian gunman, 21-year-old Mustafa
               Ashi, who fired three shots. Ashi was hanged in Amman on 6 September 1951 following
               a trial at which no other defendants were accused of complicity.
            

            
             A witness to the assassination was the king’s 15-year-old grandson, Prince Hussein,
               who chased Ashi and was hit in the chest by a bullet which was deflected by a medal
               he had been awarded. A Harrovian and graduate of Sandhurst, he succeeded to the throne
               in August 1952.
            

            
             The shooting came four days after the assassination at Amman’s Marka airport of the
               former prime minister of Lebanon, Riad Bey Solh, who was killed by three gunmen. An
               investigation showed there was no link between the two events as Solh’s murder had
               been motivated by revenge for the execution of a Syrian Socialist Nationalist Party
               leader, Anton Sadeeh, who had been shot by a firing squad in Beirut in July 1949.
            

            
         

         
         	ABU ALI

         
         	
            Qued Salim Sinan al-Harethi, the AQ commander known as “Abu Ali,” was killed by a
               CIA RQ-1 Predator drone in Yemen’s northern Marib province on 3 November 2002. Five
               of his companions, including a U.S. citizen, Kemal Derwish, also died in the attack,
               which took place about 100 miles east of the capital. The vehicle was part of a convoy
               that had been lured into the desert to meet a contact, and al-Harethi was making a
               call on his satellite phone to confirm the rendezvous arrangements when the Hellfire
               missile was launched from the aircraft, which had flown from Camp Lemonier in Djibouti.
            

            
             While the wreckage was still smoldering, a CIA officer from the Sana’a station visited
               the site to obtain a DNA sample, which was extracted from a femur and compared to
               a saliva test provided by his uncle.
            

            
             Al-Harethi, who had been closely associated with Osama bin Laden in Sudan before
               moving to Afghanistan 1996, was the first target to be killed by a CIA drone outside
               Afghanistan and had been identified as one of the terrorists involved in the attack
               on the USS Cole in October 2000. During 2001 he had been spotted in Hosun al-Jalal, living close to
               another senior AQ figure, Mohammed Hamdi al-Ahdal.
            

            
             CIA analysts had assessed that the lawless northern Yemeni province provided a safe
               haven for AQ where such notorious figures as Fawaz al-Rabee, Ahmed al-Khadhr al-Bainhani,
               Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Issam Dabwan al-Mekhlafi, Salim Sa’d Salin bin Suwaid, and
               Abu Miqdad al-Masri enjoyed a sanctuary. Nashiri would be detained and rendered to
               Guantanamo; al-Masri would die, with his sons al-Miqdad Rafie Mustafa and Khalid Rafie
               Mustafa, in a drone strike on the village of Danda Darpa Khel in Waziristan in October
               2011; and al-Ahdal would be arrested in Yemen and imprisoned in November 2003. Al-Rabee
               was arrested in May 2003, sentenced to death, escaped in February 2006, but was killed
               in October 2006. Suwaid, who was Libyan, was tried and executed in 2006.
            

            
             By the 10th anniversary of the USS Cole attack in 2010, only two suspects listed as wanted by the FBI were still at liberty.
               They were Jamel Ahmed Mohammed Ali al-Badawi and Fahd Mohammed Ahmed al-Quso. Badawi
               was arrested in Yemen and sentenced to death in September 2004, but he escaped in
               February 2006. In October the following year he surrendered as part of an amnesty
               and was released. Quso would be killed in a drone strike in May 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	ABU JIHAD

         
         	
            Yasser Arafat’s deputy in the PLO, Abu Jihad was killed at his villa at Sidi Bou Said,
               a resort outside Tunis, on 18 April 1988 by a Mossad team led by Nahum Lev and Moshe
               Yaalon in an operation code-named SHOW OF FORCE.
            

            
            Born Khalil al-Wair in Ramla in 1935, Jihad had been imprisoned in Egypt for his membership
               in the Muslim Brotherhood, and upon his release he moved to Kuwait. He was closely
               associated with Yasser Arafat from 1954, when they had known each other in Gaza. In
               1962 he settled in Algiers and established Fatah training camps for Palestinian guerrillas.
               As the PLO’s military commander, Jihad had been responsible for a series of terrorist
               atrocities committed in Israel and had been selected as a target by Israel’s security
               cabinet.
            

            
            A group of 26 Israeli naval commandos drawn from the Sayeret Matkal and Shayeret 13
               elite units were delivered the day before to the Tunisian shore from a pair of Saar
               4.5 missile boats, each carrying a Bell 206 JetRanger helicopter, which had sailed
               from Haifa on 13 April. Having been ferried ashore in Zodiac dinghies, the men were
               met by Mossad kidoni who had rented three vehicles, two Volkswagens and a Peugeot 405. The entire operation,
               the culmination of months of physical and technical surveillance on Jihad’s home,
               was directed by Ehud Barak on one of the missile boats, supported by an overhead Boeing
               707 command post equipped with electronic jamming equipment.
            

            
            At the appointed time Lev, dressed as a woman and with a silenced Beretta concealed
               in what appeared to be a box of chocolates, shot the bodyguard on duty at Jihad’s
               home, who had fallen asleep in Jihad’s Mercedes, so as to gain entry into the house.
               Also shot dead were a second bodyguard, who would not surrender his weapon, and an
               unarmed Tunisian gardener in the basement.
            

            
            Jihad was shot in his first-floor bedroom in a prolonged burst of gunfire as he reached
               for a weapon, and the scene was witnessed by Jihad’s wife Umm and son who were unharmed.
               The house was searched for documents and other material of potential intelligence
               value, and then the Israelis withdrew without further incident.
            

            
            Colonel Lev, the son of the distinguished Vienna-born physicist William Low, died
               in a motorcycle accident in 2000. Yalon was appointed minister of defense in March
               2013, and Barak served as prime minister between July 1999 and March 2001.
            

            
         

         
         	ABU NIDAL

         
         	
            Born Sabri Khalil al-Banna in Jaffa in 1937, Abu Nidal (“Father of Struggle” in Arabic)
               was a militant Palestinian who split from Yasser Arafat’s PLO in 1974 to form Fatah
               and embark on a campaign of terrorism which included numerous assassinations, among
               them the PLO’s intelligence chief Abu Iyad and the PLO’s security director Abu Hul,
               both in Tunis in January 1991.
            

            
               In March 1984 Abu Nidal hatched a plot to kill Queen Elizabeth II during her four-day
               state visit to Jordan. The SIS station commander in Amman, David Spedding, foiled
               the attempt, and 48 hours before her arrival a bomb was detonated in the Inter-Continental
               Hotel’s car park and a second device, with 31 sticks of gelignite, was found nearby.
               The local security situation was considered so grave, with the certainly that Abu
               Nidal’s men were active in the capital, that Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher held
               an emergency meeting of the Cabinet at Chequers to decide whether the visit should
               be canceled, but the Queen and Mrs. Thatcher were determined it should proceed. Spedding’s
               timely intervention, with the Jordanian security apparatus which arrested the bombers,
               prevented a disaster, and he was made a Commander of the Royal Victorian Order during
               her visit.
            

            
            Apparently frustrated at his failure in Amman, Nidal’s gunmen tried to ambush the
               SIS station commander in Athens but instead killed a British diplomat, Kenneth Whitty.
            

            
            Abu Nidal was shot dead in his Baghdad apartment in August 2002. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	ABUZEID, ALI MOHAMED

         
         	
            On 26 November 1995 a Libyan dissident, 54-year-old Ali Mohamed Abuzeid, was stabbed
               to death in his Westbourne Grove grocery store. Abuzeid had been a founder of the
               National Front for the Salvation of Libya after he had been arrested in Libya and
               tortured. Allegedly he had planned an attack on Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s headquarters
               in 1984, following which he had been sentenced to death in absentia.
            

            
            The principal suspect was the Libyan JSO rezident in London, Khalifa Ahmed Bazelya, one of three Libyans attached to the Saudi embassy,
               and he was expelled. Although in his previous post, 11 years spent in Addis Ababa
               from March 1981, Bazelya had been accused of espionage and smuggling weapons to the
               Eritrean Liberation Front and had been expelled with a colleague, his presence in
               London as head of the Libyan Interests Section, to replace Ahmad Omar Ameish, had
               been approved in July 1993 by the Foreign Office because MI5 had assessed him as a
               suitable candidate for recruitment. Bazelya was well known to MI5 and SIS as he had
               previously served as cultural attaché, and then press attaché, between 1974 and 1979.
               During that period, according to a report from the FBI, he had developed a relationship
               with the Provisional IRA during his occasional visits to Dublin.
            

            
            In the event, Bazelya, known to be a protégé of the JSO chief Musa Kusa, and in frequent
               contact with to his deputies Abdullah Senussi and Abdusalem Sadma, “provided some
               low-grade intelligence.” In December 1995 it was considered that “his first loyalty
               remains to the Libyan regime,” and it was recommended that he be declared persona
               non grata, which happened on 11 December with a requirement that he leave the country
               within 14 days.
            

            
            According to MI5, Bazelya offered an opportunity to look at Libyan activities in England
               following the expulsion of the embassy’s representatives in 1984 when WPC Yvonne Fletcher
               had been shot dead in St. James’s Square during an anti-Gadhafi demonstration.
            

            
            After his expulsion from London, Bazelya was appointed the Libyan ambassador in Nicosia.
               No one was ever charged with Abuzeid’s murder.
            

            
         

         
         	ACTION DIRECTE

         
         	
            Established in 1977 and linked to the Irish National Liberation Army and Germany’s Red Army Faction, Action Directe was responsible for the assassination of General René Audran outside
               his home in January 1985 and of Renault’s chief executive, Georges Besse, in November
               1986 in Paris. The arrest of Regis Schleicher in 1984 was followed by that of his
               wife Joelle Aubron in February 1987, who was caught with the other ringleaders, Jean-Marc
               Rouillan, Nathalie Menigon, and Georges Cipriani, at a farmhouse at Vitry-aux-Loges.
               Rouillan and Menigon would later marry in prison in June 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	AGABEKOV, GEORGES

         
         	
            An OGPU officer based in Turkey, Agabekov fell in love with his English teacher, Isabel
               Streater, and defected to Paris in 1930, where the following year he published his
               memoirs, OGPU: The Russian Secret Terror. His true name was Arutyanov, but he adopted the new identity when he was assigned
               to Constantinople as the illegal rezident, a task he had fulfilled previously in Tehran. After they were married, Agabekov
               and Isabel settled in Brussels, but in July 1937 he was lured to the Franco-Spanish
               frontier in a scheme involving smuggled works of art looted during the Spanish Civil
               War. He was never seen again, and it is presumed that he was assassinated by the NKVD.
               His wife returned to England and died in New York in November 1971 while working for
               the British Mission to the United Nations.
            

            
            According to Pavel Sudoplatov, Agabekov had been lured to an address in Paris on the pretext of a lucrative deal
               involving the smuggling of jewelry, where he was stabbed by an NKVD assassin, Panyeleimon
               Takhchianov. Sudoplatov also named Aleksandr M. Korotkov as his accomplice and claimed
               that Agabekov’s body was placed in a suitcase and tossed into the sea.
            

            
            Both Takhchianov and Korotkov went on to hold senior KGB posts, with the former in
               the Illegals Directorate and then the SCD. The latter would serve as rezident in Berlin and then head the Illegals Directorate. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AKHMEDOV, ISMAEL

         
         	
            A GRU officer operating under press attaché cover in Istanbul who decided to remain
               in the West in May 1942 after he had been blamed by Leonid Eitingon for betraying
               the NKVD’s plan to assassinate Franz von Papen, Akhmedov proved to be an important source of information about his organization.
               However, the British expert sent to interview him in 1945 was Kim Philby, and, based
               on his adverse report, which suggested that Akhmedov was of minor value with nothing
               of interest to disclose, Akhmedov was overlooked for several years. He did not emerge
               from hiding until 1948, and in October 1953 he gave evidence to the Senate Internal
               Security Subcommittee under the alias “Ismail Ege.” He waited until 1984 before writing
               about his experiences in an autobiography, In and Out of Stalin’s GRU.
            

            
         

         
         	ALEXANDER I

         
         	
            King Alexander of Yugoslavia was shot dead as he was driven through Marseilles on 9 October 1934 in the presence
               of his host, French foreign minister Louis Barthou. His assassin was a Bulgarian revolutionary, Velichko Kerin, who stepped from the
               curb and fired two rounds from his Mauser automatic into the monarch and his fellow
               passenger. As he tried to escape, the gunman shot two bystanders but was apprehended
               by the police after he had been knocked to the ground by the saber of one of the mounted
               cavalry escort and attacked by the crowd. He died of his injuries later the same day.
            

            
             In 1925 Kerin had been convicted of murdering a member of the Belgrade Parliament,
               Dimo Hadzhidimov, and although he had been sentenced to death, Kerin escaped from
               custody. Five years later, and still a fugitive, Kerin killed another prominent politician,
               Naum Tomalevski, and his bodyguard. Once again, Kerin received a death penalty, but
               he was pardoned in 1932 and moved to Italy where he plotted the king’s assassination.
            

            
         

         
         	ALFONSO XIII

         
         	
            On the day of his marriage to Queen Victoria’s granddaughter Princess Victoria Eugenie,
               31 May 1906, King Alfonso XIII of Spain was the target of assassination when a Catalan
               anarchist, 26-year-old Mateu Morral, threw a bomb at the wedding procession in the
               center of Madrid. The bomb missed the royal couple and instead landed in the crowd,
               killing 15 spectators and injuring more than 100. Soon after his arrest, Moral killed
               his police escort and committed suicide.
            

            
         

         
         	AMIN, HAFIZULLAH

         
         	
            An American-educated lecturer at Kabul University, Hafizullah Amin was elected president
               of Afghanistan in September 1979, having removed his predecessor, Nur Muhammed Taraki,
               who had himself deposed Abdul Qadir in April 1978.
            

            
            Amin was shot dead in Kabul on Christmas Eve 1979 by Soviet Spetsnaz troops during
               the invasion and occupation of his country, as planned by Vladimir Kryuchkov, over
               Christmas 1979, during which the KGB, supported by GRU Spetsnaz troops, had surrounded
               the Duralamin Palace in Kabul. KGB chairman Yuri Andropov was heavily involved in
               the invasion, and as documents released a decade later demonstrated, he was one of
               the four members of the Politburo who authorized the operation on 12 December, the
               others being Leonid Brezhnev himself, Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, and Defense
               Minister Dmitri Ustinov. As the elite 105th Guards Air Assault Division landed in
               Kabul and Bagram and four motorized rifle divisions poured over the Oxus River, two
               battalions of paratroops fought their way into the palace complex and took control
               while the KGB and Spetsnaz teams put Amin and his 58 supporters up against a wall
               and shot them on 27 December. The assassination plot, code-named AGATE, was first
               disclosed by the KGB defector Vladimir Kuzichkin, himself an experienced Directorate
               S officer, who revealed that an Azerbaijani illegal, Mikhail Talybov, had infiltrated
               the palace as a chef with instructions to poison Amin’s food, but the opportunity
               never arose.
            

            
            After Brezhnev had approved a full-scale invasion, the head of Directorate S, Vadim
               V. Kirpichenko, flew into Kabul to supervise the operation, together with the head
               of Department 8, Vladimir Krasovsky, and his deputy, Aleksandr Lazarenko. Unexpectedly,
               the Alpha and Zenith special forces, which had practiced for weeks at the KGB’s training
               center at Balashikha, encountered much stronger resistance than had been anticipated,
               and more than 100 of the elite troops perished in the firefight, among them the leader
               of the main assault, Colonel Grigori Boyarinov. Kryuchkov’s instructions, which must
               have been authorized by Brezhnev and Andropov, had been to kill Amin and install in
               his place Babrak Kamal, the Afghan Communist Party’s leader, and the plan was executed
               with ruthless efficiency, despite the heavy loss of life.
            

            
         

         
         	AMIR-PARVIZ, AMIN HOSSAIN

         
         	
            The former Iranian minister Amin Hossain Amir-Parviz was injured by a small bomb that
               detonated under his car in Kensington High Street on 18 July 1987. Responsibility
               was claimed in a telephone call to the media by a previously unknown group, the Guardians
               of the Islamic Revolution. Amir-Parviz, who was chairman of the National Movement
               for Iranian Resistance, an organization headed by  Shapour Bakhtiar  in Paris, escaped
               with a broken leg and minor injuries. 
            

            
         

         
         	AQUINO, BENIGNO

         
         	
            Former Senator Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. was shot upon his arrival from Taipei at
               Manila airport on a China Airways jet on 21 August 1983 by a gunman, Rolando Galman,
               who was then killed.
            

            
             Aquino, who had just returned to the Philippines after three years in exile in the
               United States, was a lifelong opponent of President Ferdinand Marcos and was fully
               aware of the risk he was taking by traveling home. Indeed, he was arrested inside
               the aircraft and was wearing a bulletproof jacket when he was escorted down to the
               apron and was hit by a single round from a .357 Magnum revolver at close range to
               the back of his head, fired by Galman, supposedly a Communist Party hit man, who had
               been crouching under the access steps.
            

            
             The previous year Galman had been convicted of car theft, robbery, and possession
               of an unlicensed weapon and had been detained by the Philippine army at Camp Olivas
               until his release in February 1983. A couple of days after the assassination military
               personnel reportedly arrested his wife, Lina Lavaro, who was never seen again, and
               his mistress Anna Oliva, who also vanished. Their bodies were later recovered from
               a sugarcane field near Capas, 60 miles north of Manila, in November 1988.
            

            
             Aquino’s very public assassination, in front of a thousand troops sent to the airport
               to ensure his security and his arrest, happened as he was being led to the AVSECOM
               vehicle sent to take him into custody. Several investigations followed, but none were
               conclusive in laying the blame for ordering the shooting, The first inquiry found
               that Galman had been directed by the Communist Party, but a second judicial commission
               suggested a widespread military conspiracy and consequently indicted three senior
               officers, Generals Fabian Ver, Luther Custodio, and Prospero Olivas. However, they
               were acquitted at their trial in December 1985 but were rearrested the following year
               when President Marcos was deposed.
            

            
             The new prosecution identified the true gunman as Constable Rogello Morena, and altogether
               16 defendants were convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment. They were General
               Luther Custodio, Captain Romeo Bautista, Lieutenant Jesus Castro, Corporal Mario Lazaga,
               Sergeant Claro Lat, Sergeant Arnulfo de Mesa, Sergeant Filomeno Miranda, Sergeant
               Rolando de Guzman, Sergeant Ernesto Mateo, Sergeant Rodolfo Desolong, Airman Cordova
               Estelo, Master Sergeant Pablo Martinez, Sergeant Ruben Aquino, Sergeant Arnulfo Artates,
               and Airman Felizardo Taran. The sentences were confirmed by the Supreme Court in July
               1991, but all were released by March 2009.
            

            
             When Martinez reached 70 he was granted a conditional pardon by President Gloria
               Arroyo in November 2007 on the grounds of his old age and good behavior. General Custodio,
               who had been diagnosed with liver cancer during his trial, died in 1991; Estelo was
               stabbed to death in prison in 2005; Lazaga died of a stroke in prison in March 2008;
               Taran and de Guzman had their sentences commuted and were released from New Bilibid
               prison in February 2009; and the same happened to the others the following month.
            

            
            In 1995 Pablo Martinez, who became a Christian pastor, made a detailed confession
               in which he implicated Galman and claimed that General Gatan had been one of the conspirators.
               He also identified Air Force Colonel Romeo Ochoco, AVSECOM’s deputy commander, as
               having been involved, together with Air Force Captain Felipe Valerio. Ochoco and Valerio
               had been part of the AVSECOM 805th Special Operations Squadron team responsible for
               securing Aquino, and they had disappeared in 1986. Valerio was later traced to Seattle,
               where in 2009 he was working as a pilot flying out of Vancouver and using the aliases
               Edwin Salvador and Philip Valeo, but he eluded attempts at extradition. In the meantime
               Ochoco moved to a farm in Australia. Martinez died in a road accident in May 2014
               at the age of 77.
            

            
            Even though Aquino’s widow Corazon would be elected president of the Philippines in
               February 1986, a post she would hold until June 1992, no further light has been shed
               on her husband’s assassination or those responsible for planning it.
            

            
         

         
         	ARAFAT, YASSER

         
         	
            The circumstances of the death in Paris of the PLO chairman Yasser Arafat on 11 November
               2004, at the age of 75, raised speculation that he might have been assassinated. 
            

            
             Arafat became ill in October 2004, and his condition was considered sufficiently
               serious that he was flown from his quarters in the Mukataa in Ramallah to Paris in
               a French government jet and treated at a military hospital in Clamart. His deterioration
               continued and he slipped into a coma on 3 November, suffering from acute renal failure,
               and finally succumbed to a stroke. At the request of his widow, Suha, there was no
               autopsy, so his doctors were uncertain about the underlying cause of his illness,
               which led to rumors that he had been poisoned, perhaps with ricin, thallium, or polonium-210.
               
            

            
             Tests conducted in 2010 indicated unusual traces of polonium-210 on some of Arafat’s
               personal possessions provided by his widow, so an exhumation was conducted in November
               2012 and independent examinations were conducted by French, Swiss, and Russian forensic
               scientists, but their findings were inconclusive and contradictory. In March 2015
               a French prosecutor, who had completed a murder investigation after a formal complaint
               from Suha Arafat, announced that he had died of natural causes and that any traces
               of polonium had been environmental. 
            

            
         

         
         	ARGOV, SCHLOMO

         
         	
            On 2 June 1982 the Israeli ambassador to London, Schlomo Arog, was shot in the head
               as he left a banquet at the Dorchester Hotel on London’s Park Lane by a 23-year-old
               Jordanian gunman, Hussein Ghassan Said, armed with a Polish WZ63 machine pistol. Said
               was accompanied by Abu Nidal’s cousin, Marwan al-Banna, also a Jordanian student, and an Iraqi intelligence officer,
               Colonel Nauof Nagib Meglehel Rosan. Said, registered in London as a student, was chased
               into South Street and shot in the neck by Argov’s lone Special Branch personal protection
               officer (PPO), Detective Constable Colin Simpson, and detained at the scene, but the
               other pair drove off in a yellow Fiat 127. The car was quickly stopped in Southwalk
               Bridge by a police patrol car manned by two unarmed officers, PCs Blake and Richard,
               and the occupants were arrested. During the subsequent raid on al-Rosan’s first-floor
               Imperial College student accommodation at 51 Evelyn Gardens in Kensington, a document
               was recovered which indicated that the PLO’s representative in London, Nabil Ramlawi,
               had also been selected for assassination.
            

            
            All three were convicted at the Old Bailey in March 1983 and given long prison sentences.
               Two were subsequently transferred to mental hospitals, and all were still in custody
               in March 2003. Argov was repatriated to a hospital in Israel where he died, blind
               and paralyzed, in February 2003 at the age of 73.
            

            
            The incident was the first occasion when a Special Branch PPO had been present during
               an attack on the person under protection. A review by Scotland Yard revealed that
               only one armed, uniformed officer from the Diplomatic Protection Group had been on
               duty at the entrance to the hotel, despite a request for a greater police presence.
            

            
         

         
         	ARIYAK, SARIK

         
         	
            The Turkish consul-general in Sydney, 50-year-old Sarik Ariyak, and his 28-year-old
               bodyguard, Engin Sever, were shot dead on 17 December 1980 by a gunman on the back
               of a motorcycle armed with a machine gun, directly outside his home in Dover Heights.
               Ariyak, who had received a death threat and had switched cars with his bodyguard,
               was killed instantly when hit by five bullets, and Sever died in the hospital an hour
               later. The gunmen, who later identified themselves in a call to a newspaper as members
               of the JCAG, escaped and were never arrested.
            

            
             The principal suspect was a Lebanese Armenian, Levon Demirian, who would be arrested
               in 1986 and charged with complicity in the bombing of the Turkish consulate in South
               Yarra, Victoria, on 23 November 1986. He was arrested within 48 hours by the Victoria
               police based on information supplied by the ASIO, which had accumulated a large file
               on Armenian extremists and had kept Demirian under sporadic surveillance.
            

            
            A car bomb, contained in a white Holden Torana, had detonated prematurely, killing
               the driver, Hagop Levonian. His accomplice, the owner of the vehicle in which Levonian
               had died, had been Demirian, a restaurant proprietor from Sydney whose home was found
               to contain incriminating evidence, and a search of his restaurant in Lane Cove revealed
               174 sticks of gelignite. He was sentenced in November 1987 to life imprisonment, with
               a minimum of 25 years on a murder charge. However, the conviction was overturned on
               appeal, and he served 10 years before being released to live in Sydney.
            

            
            The ASIO investigation also identified a suspected JCAG member, Silva Donelian, who
               had been implicated when another Armenian expatriate, Krikor Keverian, had been intercepted
               at Sydney airport attempting to smuggle in four handguns off a flight from Los Angeles
               on 12 July 1983. On that occasion Demirian had postponed a planned visit from Beirut,
               and the day after Keverian’s arrest, another Armenian, Agop Magarditch, volunteered
               the information that he had found weapons and assassination instructions in a consignment
               of furniture shipped from the United States. ASIO concluded that Magarditch had panicked
               and then approached the authorities. ASIO analysts also found it suspicious that Keverian
               had been assigned a bodyguard, John Assadourian.
            

            
            An ASIO study of the JCAG suggested that a bungled attack on the Turkish embassy in
               Lisbon, which had resulted in the suicide of the five Armenian gunmen who had accidently
               entrapped themselves in the building, had served to focus attention on what had been
               perceived as an easier target in Australia. The Lisbon incident resulted in the deaths
               of Portuguese police officer Manuel Pacheco and the wife of the Turkish chargé d’affaires,
               Cahide Micioglu. A second police officer was seriously wounded.
            

            
            The list of JCAG assassinations of Turkish diplomats across the globe included the
               following: the ambassador in Vienna, Daniş Tunalıgil, shot in his office on 22 October
               1975; İsmail Erez, the ambassador in Paris, shot with his driver, Talip Yener, on
               24 October 1975; the ambassador to the Vatican, Taha Carım, shot in Rome on 9 June
               1977; Necla Kuneralp, wife of the ambassador in Spain, killed in Madrid on 2 June
               1978 with her companion, retired ambassador Beşir Balcıoğlu, and their driver, Antonio
               Torres; Ahmet Benler, son of the ambassador to the Netherlands, shot in The Hague
               on 12 October 1979; Yılmaz Çolpan, an attaché at the Paris embassy, killed on 22 December
               1979; Doğan Türkmen, the ambassador to Switzerland, wounded during an attack in Bern
               on 6 February 1980; the Turkish ambassador to Switzerland attacked in Bern, Switzerland,
               on 17 April 1980; the ambassador to the Vatican, Vecdi Turel, and his bodyguard, Tahsin
               Guvenc, wounded in Rome; the consul-general Kemal Arıkan attacked on 6 October 1980
               by Harut Sassounian, who was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment; Kemal Arıkan, the
               consul-general in Los Angeles, killed on 28 January 1982, with four suspects taken
               into custody and Harry Sassounian, aged 19 (Harut’s brother; see above), convicted
               and sentenced to life; Orhan Gündüz, the honorary consul-general in Somerville, Massachusetts,
               shot dead on 4 May 1982; Erkut Akbay, an attaché in Lisbon, killed outside his home
               on 27 June 1982, and his wife, Nadide, mortally wounded, dying in January 1983; the
               military attaché in Ottawa, Atilla Altıkat, killed on 27 August 1982; Bora Süelkan,
               an attaché at the consulate in Burgos, killed on 9 September 1982; the ambassador
               in Belgrade, Galip Balkar, shot on 9 March 1983 by two gunmen who were arrested; Dursun
               Aksoy, an attaché at the embassy in Brussels, killed on 14 July 1983; Erdogan Ozen,
               an attaché in the Vienna embassy, killed by a bomb in his car on 20 June 1984; a UN
               official, Enver Ergün, killed in Vienna on 19 November 1984; and the embassy in Ottawa
               attacked by three gunmen on 12 March 1985 and a Pinkerton agent, Claude Brunelle,
               killed, with three Armenians caught and sentenced to life imprisonment.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSAD, HAFEZ AL-

         
         	
            Born in October 1930, Hafez al-Assad was an air force pilot, a graduate of the air
               force academy in Aleppo, trained on Egyptian MiG-15s and MiG-17s, and then an intelligence
               officer who participated in the 1963 Ba’athist coup and was appointed commander of
               the air force in 1966. In November 1971 he became president and remained in control
               of his country, despite poor health and diabetes, until his death from a heart attack
               in June 2000.
            

            
             On 26 June 1980 Assad attended a diplomatic reception in Damascus which was attacked
               by Muslim Brotherhood gunmen, members of the Fighting Vanguard, armed with machine
               guns and grenades. One of the grenades landed at Assad’s feet, and he kicked it away.
               One of his bodyguards was killed, but Assad escaped unharmed. The following morning
               his younger brother Rafaat al-Assad was dispatched to Tadmur prison in Palmyra with
               a detachment of 60 Sarahiyya troops who massacred some 700 Muslim Brotherhood prisoners
               as a reprisal. The government also outlawed membership in the Muslim Brotherhood,
               which reacted with a campaign of assassination aimed at prominent Alawites and their
               supporters. Among the victims of the self-styled Lions of Mohammed, a group reportedly
               funded by the Saudis, were Assad’s nephews and, according to a U.S. CIA report dated
               July 1980, “since January 1980 at least 12 Soviet advisers have been assassinated.”
            

            
         

         
         	ATEF, MOHAMMED

         
         	
            AQ’s military commander in Afghanistan, Mohammed Atef was killed at his home south
               of Kabul by a Hellfire missile fired by an MQ-1 Predator drone operated by the CIA
               in November 2001.
            

            
             A veteran jihadist, Atef was a high-priority target for the CIA and was not only
               a founding member of AQ, but also one of the planners of the 9/11 attack on the United
               States. A reward of $5 million was offered for him after he was linked to attacks
               on U.S. forces in Somalia in 1993 and named as a conspirator in the bombing of the
               U.S. embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam in 1998.
            

            
            A close friend of Osama bin Laden, his 14-year-old daughter married bin Laden’s son
               Mohammed. Originally from Egypt, where reportedly he had been employed in the police,
               Atef was a member of Islamic Jihad but fled to Sudan after the assassination of Anwar Sadat in 1981 and later moved to Afghanistan. He was suspected of involvement in the 1990
               murder of the speaker of the Egyptian parliament, Rifaat al-Mahgoub, and in 1999 he
               was sentenced to life imprisonment after he was convicted in absentia of subversion.
            

            
         

         
         	AUNG SAN

         
         	
            On 19 July 1947 the founder of Burma’s Communist Party, Aung San, and six members
               of his cabinet were shot dead in the Secretariat Building in Rangoon. The first prime
               minister of his newly independent country, Aung San had campaigned for independence
               before joining the Japanese during the war and then turning against them in August
               1945 and defecting to the British.
            

            
             Aung San’s murderers were a group of paramilitary supporters of the former prime
               minister, U Saw, who was arrested with six other coconspirators. He was convicted
               and hanged on 9 May 1948. Also implicated were two British army officers, Captain
               David Vivian and Major Henry Young. Vivian was charged with supplying the stolen weapons
               used in the assassination and was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment, but he later
               escaped from custody and moved to the north of the country to support the Karens.
            

            
             A local police investigation extended to J. Stewart Bingley, the head of the British
               Council in Rangoon, who was suspected of having acted as an intermediary between U
               Saw and the former colonial governor, Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith, who had become a
               supporter of the Karen separatists, the Friends of the Burma Hill Peoples, based in
               London. Having been promised independence in return for their opposition to the Japanese,
               those who had fought with SOE’s Force 136 felt strongly that the new Labour government
               in Westminster had abandoned their former loyal allies, and several veterans, led
               by Colonel John Tulloch, who had also been employed by SIS had returned to Southeast
               Asia to promote their cause.
            

            
             In 1955 Vivian returned to London from Thailand as “John Morgan” and received a measure
               of official protection from arrest, as his return to Burma would have proved a major
               political embarrassment for subsequent British governments.
            

            
             Suspected British involvement in Aung San’s murder would dog relations with Rangoon
               for many years and was still a subject preoccupying the Foreign Office in 1984 when
               the imminent publication of a book reexamining the episode came under consideration,
               prompting an analyst, Paul Reddicliffe, to minute,
            

            
            
               It will obviously be important to discover what kind of contacts U Saw had with Captain
                  Vivian, Majors Young, Lance-Dane and Moore, the British Council Representative and
                  any other British. We need to know which were brought to trial and what emerged at
                  their trials. (Mr Bloomfield’s minute of 10 February to Miss Blayney on the transfer
                  of power in Burma which you have seen contains some useful leads.) Were some of them
                  bribed to supply arms or was there the hint of some kind of conspiracy involving some
                  British? It would not be difficult to imagine some of those who had fought their way
                  back into Burma being dismayed to see London giving independence to Burma under the
                  leadership of a man who could be portrayed as a Quisling type figure. Apart from U
                  Saw’s direct contacts with the above-mentioned figures there are other suspicious
                  aspects. U Saw’s apparent confidence and lack of security precautions, such as openly
                  welcoming the assassins as they returned directly to his house from the scene of the
                  crime, might suggest that he thought he could expect a certain amount of protection
                  from people in authority. There was also the lack of security around Aung San although
                  large quantities of arms and ammunition had been stolen and the situation was somewhat
                  tense. This, however, is speculation. I have yet to find any evidence of anything
                  more sinister than the corruption of certain British military personnel. We do not
                  know if Ne Win’s wife will reveal in her forthcoming book any new facts about the
                  assassination. The best answer to any charges of a high-level British conspiracy is
                  the decisive action of the Governor and the support of the Government in London in
                  ensuring that Aung San’s colleagues brought the country safely to independence.
               

               
            

         

         
         	AWLAKI, ANWAR AL-

         
         	
            Killed by a Hellfire missile fired by a CIA drone over Yemen flown from an air base
               in eastern Saudi Arabia, deep in the Rub al Khali. Anwar al-Awlaki was an American
               born in Las Cruces, New Mexico, in April 1971. His parents, both Yemenis, returned
               to Sana’a in 1978 but in 1991 he enrolled at Colorado State University to study engineering.
            

            
             In 1996 al-Awlaki worked in San Diego as an imam at the local mosque, and in June
               1999 he was the subject of attention from the FBI as a terrorist suspect in contact
               with an AQ planner, Ziyad Khaleel. Although insufficient evidence was found to justify
               a prosecution, the FBI renewed their inquiries immediately after the 9/11 attacks
               when his telephone number was found during a police raid on the Hamburg apartment
               of Ramzi bin al-Shibh, a man whose visa application to the United States had been
               refused, thus preventing him from participating in AQ’s plot.
            

            
             In 2002 al-Awlaki undertook a series of lectures in England but moved in 2004 to
               Yemen where he was arrested in 2006 for plotting the abduction of a U.S. military
               attaché, but he was released in December 2007. The following year al-Awlaki was found
               to be in e-mail contact with Major Nidal Malik Hasan, a U.S. Army psychiatrist based
               at Fort Hood, Texas, who went on a murderous rampage in November 2009 and killed 13
               people and wounded 30. In December 2009 he was in touch with his former student Umar
               Farouk Abdulmutallab, a Nigerian who had attempted to detonate a device concealed
               in his underpants while over Chicago on a Northwest flight from Amsterdam.
            

            
            Awlaki’s Internet sermons in his role as AQ’s principal ideologist became a common
               denominator in several terrorist incidents, and in April 2010 President Barack Obama
               authorized the CIA to kill him, the very first time a U.S. citizen had been targeted.
               In pursuit of this objective the CIA recruited a Danish mole in AQ, Morten Storm,
               who planted a USB thumb drive on al-Awlaki’s laptop which acted as a beacon in a campaign
               fought with drones. Aerial reconnaissance flights were flown constantly over known
               terrorist sites in Aden, Marib, Abyan, and the Alehimp and Sanhan districts of Sana’a,
               and several strikes were aimed at AQ concentrations in Shabwah, Hadramawt, and Lahj,
               thereby degrading the country’s reputation as a safe haven for AQ in the Arabian Gulf.
            

            
            Its first major hit was a Tomahawk cruise missile launched in December 2009 against
               an AQ training camp in Ma’jalah in Abyan province which killed 14 militants. Then
               the organization’s leadership was decapitated, including Abu Basir al-Wuhayshi, his
               second-in command Said Ali al-Shihri, the military commander Abu Hurayrah Qasim al-Raymi,
               the recruiter Ibrahim Suleiman al-Rubaish, and finally, in September 2011, al-Awlaki.
               Two weeks after his death, his 15-year-old son, Abdulrahman, also a U.S. citizen who
               was born in Denver, was also killed.
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         	BADREDDINE, MUSTAFA

         
         	
            On 13 May 2016 Hezbollah’s military commander, Mustafa Badreddine, was killed by an
               Israeli rocket just outside Damascus.
            

            
             Born in southern Beirut in 1961, Badreddine had been appointed the organization’s
               military chief in February 2008 following the assassination of his predecessor and
               brother-in-law, Imad Mughniyeh.
            

         

         
         	BAKHTIAR, SHAPOUR

         
         	
            The former Iranian prime minister Shapour Bakhtiar, who had been condemned to death
               by the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeni’s regime, and his secretary Soroush Katibeh were
               stabbed to death with kitchen knives by Ali Vakili Rad, a VEVEK Revolutionary Guard
               intelligence officer, and two accomplices in Suresnes, Paris, on 6 August 1991.
            

            
             Having been publicly condemned by Khomeini for his treason, Bakhtiar had escaped
               from Tehran in June 1979 on a false French passport supplied by the French ambassador
               identifying him as a clergyman. On 18 July a five-man team pretending to be journalists
               led by Anis Naccache, a Lebanese member of Fatah, bluffed their way into his apartment
               building but attacked the wrong flat and were apprehended in the street outside. They
               were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment in March 1982.
            

            
            At the second attempt, in 1991, the three assassins had provided their passports to
               Bakhtiar’s police guard when they visited his home, and they fled the country immediately
               after the murder, driven by Farydoun Boyerahmadi. Carrying forged Turkish passports
               in the names of Musa Kocer and Haydar Kaya, Vakili Rad and Arzadi traveled by train
               to Lyons but missed their connection to Annecy. They finally reached Geneva, and Arzadi
               made contact with the Iranian embassy in Bern and was flown to Tehran. However, Vakil
               Rad missed the rendezvous and was arrested by the police and extradited back to Paris.
               He was sentenced to life imprisonment but was released in May 2010 in exchange for
               Clotilde Reiss, a French academic and alleged part-time source for the DGSE, held
               in Tehran on espionage charges.
            

            
            The French investigation into the assassination exposed a large VEVEK-sponsored plot,
               which was supervised from a safe house in Istanbul rented by an Iranian Turk, Mesut
               Edipsoy, and identified a woman in Paris, Fereshteh Jahanbani, as another VEVEK asset.
               Also incriminated was an archivist at the Iranian embassy in Bern, Zeynaiabedine Sarhadi,
               who facilitated Arzadi’s exfiltration to Tehran, and he was extradited to Paris to
               stand trial. Meanwhile, Boyerahmadi flew to Washington, D.C., and then moved to Iran.
            

            
            In December 1994 Vakil Rad wass convicted, together with four others tried in absentia,
               including Edipsoy, Azadi, and Boyerahmadi. Only Sarhadi was acquitted.
            

         

         
         	BAKKUSH, ABDUL HAMID

         
         	
            On 17 November 1984 Egyptian newspapers published grisly photographs of what was claimed
               to be the bloodstained body of Libya’s former prime minister, Abdul Hamid Bakkush.
               The pictures showed a contorted, gagged figure with his hands bound behind his back.
            

            
             On the following day, in response to the news, Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s official
               press agency JANA and Radio Tripoli announced gleefully that Bakkush had been executed
               by agents of the state, “a heroic suicide squad.” As soon as this public admission
               of responsibility was made, President Hosni Mubarak revealed that Bakkush, who had
               lived in Egypt since 1977 and had served under King Idris in 1969, was actually alive
               and that Libya’s murder plot had been foiled. The photos had been faked with the cooperation
               of the intended victim, who had been covered in the blood of an ox.
            

            
             The Egyptian authorities disclosed that four assassins, recruited in Valetta by Ali
               Nejm, Libya’s ambassador in Malta, had been detained. They were two Britons, Anthony
               William Gill, aged 48 from Great Tey, Essex, and Godfrey Phillip Shiner, aged 47 from
               Napton-on-the-Hill, Warwickshire, and two Maltese, Romeo Nicholas Chakambari, aged
               50, and Edgar Bonici Cachia of Birkirkara, aged 33, who had confessed to having been
               paid $250,000 for their roles. In his statement Gill described how, in seeking to
               find accomplices in Cairo to kill Bakkush, they had unwittingly encountered Mukhabarat
               nominees who had constructed the sham abduction and murder. All four men had arrived
               in Cairo at different times between 29 October and 9 November and were to be paid
               through the American Express office in Rome once they had confirmed Bakkush’s murder.
               Under interrogation, Gill, who came from Colchester, alleged there were other assassination
               squads that had been sent on similar missions to kill political leaders in Germany,
               France, India, Pakistan, Great Britain, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE,
               and the United States. After they had been questioned, all four mercenaries were released
               on bail in February 1985 and deported to London and Malta in May.
            

            
             Upon their arrival at Heathrow, Gill and Shiner were arrested by Scotland Yard detectives,
               and Gill was charged with conspiracy to pervert the course of justice by assisting
               40-year-old Mohammed Shebli to evade trial. Accused of possession of cocaine and cannabis,
               Shebli was Colonel Gadhafi’s brother-in-law and was living in Greenford, West London,
               when he fled the country in a Cessna private aircraft from Leavesden airport, Watford,
               six days before he was due in court in Croydon in August. At their trial at the Old
               Bailey in April 1986, Gill pleaded guilty and was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment,
               while Shiner was acquitted.
            

            
             Gill would later achieve some notoriety when he was linked to the international terrorist
               Carlos the Jackal, whom he claimed to have met in Tripoli, and Mohammed Altaf Abbasi,
               a Libyan resident in Nottingham identified as a courier who had delivered large quantities
               of cash from Gadhafi to the striking National Union of Mineworkers in Yorkshire.
            

            
             Cachia, who stood as a Labour Party candidate in Malta’s 1981 general election, would
               later be convicted in Malta on a string of fraud, harassment, and assault charges,
               and he alleged that he had been the victim of sexual abuse by a Dominican priest.
               See also .
            

         

         
         	BANDERA, STEPAN

         
         	
            The Ukrainian nationalist leader Stepan Bandera was assassinated with a cyanide gas
               gun in Munich on 15 Ocober 1959 by Bogdan Stashinsky. Aged 50, Bandera collapsed outside of Kreittmayrstrasse 7 and died almost instantly.
               His killer was sentenced in October 1962 to eight years’ imprisonment.
            

         

         
         	BARTHOU, LOUIS

         
         	
            Formerly prime minister of France, between March and December 1913, Louis Barthou
               was shot dead in Marseilles on 9 October 1934 by a Bulgarian revolutionary, Velichko
               Kerin, who also killed Barthou’s guest, King Alexander I of Yugoslavia. Having shot both men, Kerin was apprehended by the crowd and beaten so badly that
               he died later the same day.
            

            
             A member of the IMRO, a radical group formed in October 1893 to separate Macedonia
               from the Ottoman Empire, Kerin was known to have been responsible for the assassination
               of the Bulgarian communist Dimo Hadzhigimov in Sofia in September 1924.
            

         

         
         	BASQUE SEPARATISTS

         
         	
            The military wing of the Basque separatist movement, the ETA, banned as a terrorist
               organization, was engaged in a covert conflict, known as the “first dirty war,” between
               1975 and 1981 with the Spanish government. During that period no less than three organizations
               indulged in anti-ETA terrorism, being the ATE, the ANE, and the main group, the BVE,
               which is now known to have been sponsored by members of Spain’s security apparatus.
               Little has been disclosed about ATE and ANE, but much has been revealed in recent
               years about the BVE and its notorious successor, the GAL, which sent death squads
               after ETA’s leadership during the “second dirty war,” which occurred between 1983
               and 1987 and was marked by a series of assassinations.
            

            
            The BVE came into existence shortly before the death of Generalissimo Francisco Franco
               in November 1975 and targeted the men widely believed to have been responsible for
               the assassination in a Madrid street of Prime Minister Luis Carrero Blanco in December 1973, an act that was to split ETA into two rival factions and mark the
               beginning of a long and bloody conflict between terrorists operating on both sides
               of the French border, often with political refugee status in France, which gave them
               immunity from extradition and frustrated their opponents within the Spanish government.
               Another significant milestone in this dirty war was the shooting, in December 1980,
               of a café in Hendaye, which resulted in the death of two people and injuries to nine
               others, including two ETA activists. The three gunmen left the scene in a car, which
               immediately crossed the frontier into Spain and into the custody of the Spanish police,
               who thereafter refused to prosecute them or to disclose their identities to the outraged
               French authorities. The interior minister responsible for shielding the suspects and
               then ordering their release was Juan José Roson, who insisted that they were police
               informers who had not committed the crime and were entitled to official protection.
               Roson’s brother, General Luis Roson, was to be the target of an unsuccessful attack
               in November 1984 when his car was riddled with bullets in a Madrid street, wounding
               both himself and his driver.
            

            
            The terrible statistics of the period show that the BVE killed three ETA members in
               France in 1979 and a further nine in two random bombings and two rape-murders in Spain’s
               Basque country in 1980, while ETA was responsible for 17 murders. The first was the
               death of Tomas Perez in June 1984 as he walked past a remotely detonated bomb with
               a refugee priest, Ramon Orbe, who was badly injured. Then there was the shooting in
               March 1985 of Xabier Perez, murdered by a lone gunman who escaped on a motor scooter
               as his victim filled his car with fuel at a petrol station, and in December of the
               same year, Robert Caplanne was killed by the GAL in a case of mistaken identity. Caplanne
               was an innocent French electrician, but his murderers had incorrectly identified him
               as their true target, Enrique Villar. Of these three deaths, Tomas Perez was a known
               ETA leader (who had survived an earlier machine-gun attack on his car in 1976, which
               had wounded his wife), and Xabier Perez was Domingo Iturbe’s brother-in-law. One of
               the GAL assassinations of the period involved ETA’s notorious Algerian-trained hit
               man Mikel Goikoetxea in December 1983, who was shot by two gunmen outside his home
               in St. Jean-de-Luz. Aged 27, Goikoetxea came from a long family tradition of ETA militancy.
            

            
            The BVE’s operations against ETA’s leadership show that several senior figures were
               assassinated. In July 1978 a car driven by Juan José Extabe, ETA’s former leader,
               was machine-gunned by the BVE in St. Jean-de-Luz, and his wife was killed. In December,
               ETA’s leader Benaran Ordenana was blown to pieces in his booby-trapped car in the
               French Basque town of Angelet. Three weeks later José Pagoaga, widely believed to
               have planned Carrero’s assassination five years earlier, was badly injured by another
               bomb; Domingo Iturbe survived two assassination attempts in 1979, and Tomas Alba,
               the deputy mayor of San Sebastian, was killed. This period of violence ended with
               raids conducted by the French police in January 1984 in which 40 ETA suspects were
               arrested.
            

            
            Details of the two “dirty wars” have emerged over recent years because of investigations
               conducted during the second half of the 1980s by magistrates in Portugal, France,
               and Spain. The French prosecutions concentrated on individual hit men, including Jean-Philippe
               Labade and Patrick de Carvalho, and went after several mercenaries who admitted to
               having been hired to kill ETA targets and implicated members of the Guardia Civil
               as their paymasters. In Spain, Superintendent José Amedo of the Policia Nacional in
               Bilbao was implicated, as was his subordinate, Inspector Michel Dominguez, and they
               were later to testify against two other police superintendents in Bilbao, Julio Herro
               and Francisco Saiz; the police chief himself, Miguel Planchuelo; and his director
               of anti-terrorist intelligence, Francisco Alvarez.
            

            
            As the searching inquiries continued, the evidence increasingly pointed to complicity
               at a high level in the Spanish Ministry of the Interior, and the director of state
               security, Julián Sancristóbal; his deputy Rafael Vera; and several members of their
               elite anti-terrorist unit were arrested in December 1984. General Enrique Rodriguez,
               the Guardia Civil’s senior anti-terrorist officer in San Sebastian, was convicted
               of two murders and sentenced to 60 years’ imprisonment, and convictions were obtained
               against José Barrionuevo in September 1998, Roson’s successor as minister of the interior
               between 1982 and 1988.
            

            
            The links between the GAL and Spain’s military intelligence service CESID, the Guardia
               Civil, the Policia Nacional, and the Socialist-run Ministry of the Interior were explored
               in dozens of overlapping investigations, and while it is true that on occasion the
               authorities showed little enthusiasm to extradite fugitives, arrest suspects, or pursue
               politically embarrassing leads, the carnage was considerable and at times threatened
               to destroy Felipe González’s administration.
            

         

         
         	BECKURTS, KARL HEINZ

         
         	
            A leading West German nuclear physicist and director of the Siemens electronics firm,
               Karlhein Beckhurts was killed, together with his chauffeur, Eckhard Groppler, by a
               roadside bomb on 9 May 1986 near Strasslach, Munich. The device was detonated remotely
               by a sophisticated electronic trigger, and the Red Army Faction (RAF) later claimed responsibility. The only suspect named by the Bundeskriminalamt
               was Horst Ludwig Meyer, a skilled RAF bomb maker who was shot dead by police in Vienna
               in September 1999. His companion, Andrea Klump, was arrested, extradited to Germany,
               and sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment.
            

         

         
         	BEREZOVSKY, BORIS

         
         	
            The Russian billionaire former car dealer Boris Berezovsky, who sought political asylum
               in England in 2003 after having fallen out with his friend Vladimir Putin, was the
               target of an assassination at the Hilton Hotel in Mayfair in June 2007. He had agreed
               to meet the Chechen leader Movladi Atlangeriyev, who was arrested at the scene and
               deported.
            

            
             In January 2008 the 54-year-old Atlangeriyev, considered by the Russian authorities
               as the founder of the Lazanskaya crime group, was abducted at gunpoint as he left
               the Karetny Dvor restaurant in central Moscow and was forced into a Porsche Cayenne.
               Known as “Lord,” “Lenin,” and “the Italian,” he was regarded with Khozh-Akhmed Nukhayev
               as a major figure in organized crime and had been linked to the July 2004 murder of
               the Forbes journalist Paul Klebnikov. Atlangeriyev is presumed dead, reportedly having been held
               hostage by a rival, Ramzan Kadyrov, son of the former Chechen president, Akhmad Kadyrov,
               who was assassinated in May 2004.
            

            
             Berezovsky would later experience financial difficulties following an unsuccessful
               legal action with Roman Abramovich, suffer from clinical depression, and be found
               hanged in the locked bathroom of his Ascot mansion, Titness Park, in March 2013.
            

         

         
         	BHUTTO, BENAZIR

         
         	
            The former prime minister of Pakistan who had served two terms in the office, Benazir
               Bhutto was the daughter of Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who was executed in
               April 1979 after he had been deposed in a military coup two years earlier.
            

            
             Benazir, who had been educated at Harvard and Oxford, was killed on 27 December 2007
               by a bomb thrown at her motorcade while she was campaigning in Rawalpindi, and responsibility
               for her assassination was claimed by AQ. She was standing in her armored vehicle with
               her head and shoulders exposed through the sunroof when the force of the explosion
               made her head strike the reinforced chassis, causing fatal injuries. On the morning
               of her death she had been advised by the director-general of ISI, General Nadeem Taj,
               that there were several plots to assassinate her and urged not to attend the rally
               at the Luquat Bagh park. However, Bhutto interpreted this advice as crude intimidation
               in an effort to curtail her campaign.
            

            
             The question of whether she died from shots fired by a gunman moments before a suicide
               bomber detonated the device remains unanswered, and no exact cause of death could
               be declared as her body was buried without a formal autopsy.
            

            
             Benazir, who went into exile in Dubai in 1998, not returning until October 2007,
               was a controversial figure and the subject of numerous accusations of political corruption
               involving her husband, Asif Zardani. In particular, the couple were accused of having
               amassed a large fortune concealed in offshore accounts, such as Citibank in Geneva,
               and a substantial property portfolio, including the 350-acre Rockwood Estate near
               Godalming, Surrey. Although Bhutto and her husband denied its ownership, he eventually
               admitted the truth in 2004 while serving eight years in prison for money laundering.
               The mansion, which included a private airstrip and aircraft hangar, had been bought
               in 1995 through an Isle of Man trust and was sold in 2005 for £4 million.
            

            
             The Pakistani government’s FIA linked companies controlled by Zardani to large payments
               made by firms in France, Switzerland, and the UAE for favorable contracts, such as
               the sale of Dassault aircraft, a customs inspection business in Karachi, commission
               on the purchase of 5,000 Polish tractors, and a monopoly of gold imports. The FIA
               also identified a Panama-registered business, Petrofine FZC, and another based in
               the British Virgin Islands, Petroline International Inc., as being partly owned by
               Benazir and her nephew, Hasan Ali Jaffery.
            

            
             The issue of who was responsible for Benazir’s assassination has never been fully
               resolved. An FIA inquiry conducted by the organization’s deputy chief Chandry Zulfikar
               Ali was abandoned when he was killed, hit by 10 bullets in Islamabad in May 2003 fired
               by two gunmen on a motorcycle, one of whom was hit by fire returned from Zulfikar’s
               bodyguard. Badly wounded, the assassin was Abdullah Umar, the son of Colonel Khalid
               Mehmood Abbassi, an army officer with AQ sympathies dismissed earlier in the year
               by a court-martial for plotting to kill the former president, General Pervez Musharraf.
               Umar was traced when the police recovered his cell phone and pistol, and he was arrested
               at a private hospital where he was undergoing treatment for three bullet wounds.
            

            
            The FIA’s suspects included the Pakistani Taliban and General Musharraf. Pakistan’s
               ISI, headed by Ihaz Shah, who had previously been accused by Benazir of plotting with
               his predecessor Hamid Gul to kill her, considered the Taliban responsible, based on
               ISI intercepts of incriminating telephone calls made by the organization’s leader
               Baitullah Mehsud. A United Nations commission, led by a Chilean diplomat, Heraldo
               Muñoz, was assisted by Peter Fitzgerald, a former Irish Garda deputy commissioner
               who had worked on the inquiry into the assassination of Rafiq Hariri in Beirut. Impaneled in February 2009 “to establish the facts and the circumstances,”
               it was highly critical of the lack of protection offered to Benazir and scathing about
               the chronically incompetent police investigation.
            

            
            Although General Musharraf was formally indicted by a Pakistani court for Benazir’s
               murder in August 2013, no further action has been taken.
            

         

         
         	BIERKELLER PLOT

         
         	
            On the evening of 8 November 1939, Adolf Hitler narrowly escaped a time bomb planted
               in the Munich Burgerbraukeller which detonated 30 minutes after he had delivered his
               speech and departed the city by train unexpectedly early because of bad weather.
            

            
            The bomb had been prepared by a carpenter and German communist, Georg Elser, and when
               it detonated, eight people were killed. He was quickly apprehended at the Swiss border
               when he was detained as a suspected smuggler, but he was then incriminated by the
               content of his knapsack which included a postcard of the Burgerbraukeller. Despite
               being tortured by the Gestapo, Elser insisted that he had acted alone, but Hitler
               was convinced the plot was a British SIS plot and demanded that the SD retaliate.
               The result was the abduction at Venlo of two SIS officers, Sigismund Payne Best and
               Richard Stevens, who were already the unwitting victims of a double-agent operation
               under development. On Hitler’s instructions the SD personnel, posing as anti-Nazi
               conspirators, took the opportunity at a prearranged rendezvous to arrest the two hapless
               men who remained incarcerated for the remainder of the war.
            

            
            Although his interrogators were reluctant to believe that Elser was not part of a
               wider, probably communist-inspired, plot, Elser was adamant that he had acted alone,
               and he remained imprisoned at Sachsenhausen until April 1945 when he was moved to
               the Dachau concentration camp and shot.
            

         

         
         	BITAR, SALAH AL-DIN AL-

         
         	
            On 21 July 1980 the 68-year-old former Syrian prime minister Salah al-Din al-Bitar,
               who had served in that post three times, was shot dead in Paris. A cofounder of the
               Ba’ath Party and a graduate in political science of the Sorbonne, Bitar fled to Beirut
               in August 1966 but returned to Damascus briefly in 1978 to hold talks with President
               Hafez al-Assad who had become president in November 1971.
            

            
            Instead of remaining in Syria, Bitar resumed his exile in France and began a campaign
               against the regime through his magazine, Arab Renaissance. On the day of his assassination he went to his office in the Avenue Hoche to attend
               an interview with a visiting journalist and was shot twice in the head as he stepped
               out of the elevator. The gunman was never identified, but reportedly the murder was
               ordered by Assad, a view supported by a public statement made by Assad’s younger brother
               Colonel Rifaat al-Assad, commander of the Sarayaaddia (Defense Companies) on the subject
               of opponents to the regime:
            

            
               We know where they are locally, in the Arab world and internationally. We shall hunt
                  them out to kill opponents calling them “thieves, corrupt, businessmen, spies for
                  the enemy.” That is why our revolutionary committees persecute them.
               

            

            Rifaat would later be appointed second vice president and minister of defense. He
               was also responsible in 1980 for the massacre at Tadmor prison in Palmyra of 700 political
               prisoners, killed as a reprisal when an attempt was made on his brother’s life. In
               February 1982 Rifaat commanded the troops that suppressed the Muslim Brotherhood rebellion
               in Hama, in which an estimated 20,000 civilians dead. In 1983 Rifaat was exiled to
               his home in Paris’s Avenue Foch after a failed coup to oust his brother. According
               to the Romanian defector Ion Pacepa, Rifaat had been recruited by the Departamentul de Informatii Externe as a long-term
               asset.
            

         

         
         	BLACK HAND

         
         	
            A small group of Slavic nationalists in the Serbian army formed by Captain Dragutin
               Dimitrijevic in 1903 and responsible for the assassination in Belgrade of King Alexander
               I, Queen Draga, and the prime minister, Dimitrije Cincar-Markovic.
            

            
             In 1914 the Black Hand’s youth branch plotted the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand during his visit to Sarajevo, but two of those involved were arrested at the scene.
               Danilo Ilic was taken into custody soon afterward, and under interrogation he identified
               his coconspirators, Veljko Cubrilovic, Cvjetko Popovic, and Misko Jovanovic, who were
               then imprisoned. Only Muhamed Mehmedbasic was able to escape to Serbia. Ilic was convicted
               of treason and hanged, as were Cubrilovic and Jovanovic in February 1915.
            

         

         
         	BLUMKINE, YACOV

         
         	
            A celebrated Bolshevik revolutionary and Chekist, Yacov Blumkine acquired considerable
               celebrity as the murderer of the German ambassador to Russia, Wilhelm von Mirbach, in 1918.
            

            
            According to the defector Georges Agabekov, Blumkine later became the “illegal OGPU rezident for the whole of the Levant.” Agabekov recalled that Blumkine had been lured to his
               death by the beautiful Liza Rosenberg, whom he had known as Lisa Gorskaia when she
               had been married to a Soviet intelligence officer named Gorsky, and Agabekov asserted
               that Rosenberg had betrayed Blumkine to his OGPU assassins, having denounced him in
               Moscow as a Trotskyite in August 1929. Blumkine, then aged 30, had been arrested while
               being driven in a car with Lisa Gorskaia and later was shot on orders from Stalin.
               Agabekov’s account, published in his 1931 autobiography, told how shots had been fired
               in a Moscow street as Blumkine attempted to escape his captors. His version was subsequently
               confirmed by Alexander Orlov in his memoirs when he retold much the same story, but
               referred to Lisa Gorskaia as “Liza G” and, more accurately than Agabekov, Blumkine
               as “Blumkin.”
            

            
               Yagoda summoned an employee of that department, Liza G., a beautiful young woman toward
                  whom Blumkin had displayed at one time a romantic interest, and asked her to become
                  friendly with Blumkin and, feigning disappointment with the party, act as if she sympathized
                  with the Trotskyite opposition. Yagoda hoped that when Liza G. had wormed her way
                  into Blumkin’s confidence, he would tell her about his meeting with Trotsky and name
                  the former leaders of the opposition whom he had seen since his return from Turkey.
                  Liza was given to understand that she must in the interests of the party drop all
                  “bourgeois prejudices” and try to become intimate with him.
               

            

            Rosenberg’s third husband would be Vasili Zarubin, a legendary illegal who would be
               appointed the legal rezident in New York and then Washington, D.C. She was also remembered by Ignace Reiss’s widow,
               Elizabeth Poretsky, who “had known Lisa Zarubin when she was still Lisa Rosenberg
               and was Zaporozhet’s secretary at the embassy in Vienna in 1925, and had distrusted
               her even then.”
            

            
               Since that time she had always worked for the NKVD. So did most of her family, including
                  her brother Victor, a photographic specialist, and his wife who in 1935 was saved
                  in extremis from a suicide attempt. . . . The particular reason everyone avoided Lisa
                  Zarubin was because of the role she had played in the betrayal and eventual death
                  of Jacob Blumkine.
               

            

         

         
         	BOUDIA, MOHAMMAD

         
         	
            On 28 June 1973 Black September’s director of operations in France was killed by a
               bomb with a pressure trigger placed under the driver’s seat of his Renault in Paris.
               Born in Algeria, 41-year-old Boudia was the ninth Mossad target in the WRATH OF GOD retribution campaign waged after the Munich Olympics massacre and had been a prominent
               member of the Algerian FLN and a close friend of Ahmed Ben Bella. Considered pro-Soviet
               in his views, Boudia reportedly acted as a link between the PFLP and other European-based
               terrorist organizations.
            

         

         
         	BOUDIAF, MOHAMED

         
         	
            On 29 July 1992 Algeria’s head of state, Mohamed Boudiaf, was shot dead by one of
               his bodyguards while giving a televised speech at the opening of a cultural center
               in Annabia. He was hit by three bullets fired at close range by Lieutenant Lambarek
               Boumaarafi, a member of the elite special operations group of the Departement du Renseigement
               et de Securité, who apparently acted alone and was motivated by his support for the
               fundamentalist Islamic Salvation Front. He remains incarcerated at the Serkadji prison
               in Algiers under a sentence of death.
            

         

         
         	BOUTROS GHALI

         
         	
            The Egyptian prime minister Boutros Ghali Pasha was shot five times outside the Foreign
               Office in Cairo in February 1910 and died the next morning. The assassin, Ibrahim
               Nassif al-Wardani, a 23-year-old nationalist and student who managed a pharmacy in
               Cairo, admitted under interrogation that he belonged to a secret society committed
               to achieving Egyptian independence by violence.
            

            
            Boutros Ghali Pasha was a Coptic Christian, and in early 1909 while serving as foreign
               minister he succeeded Mustapha Fehmi as premier. His assassin was the son of a provincial
               governor and had been educated in London, Paris, and Lausanne. He was executed on
               28 June 1910.
            

         

         
         	BRAHMI, MOHAMED

         
         	
            The Tunisian opposition politician Mohamed Brahmi, the former leader of the People’s
               Movement, was shot 14 times at close range as he approached his car outside his home
               in the Ariana district of Tunis on 25 July 2013 by two gunmen on a motorcycle.
            

            
             A police investigation of the murder revealed that the 9 mm bullets that killed 58-year-old
               Brahmi had been fired from the same automatic weapon that had had been involved in
               another assassination five months earlier The secular opposition leader Chokri Belend
               died in very similar circumstances on 6 February 2013.
            

            
             The principal suspect in both murders was Boubacar Hakim, a fugitive radical Salafist,
               born in Paris, already wanted on charges of smuggling weapons across the border from
               Libya. He would be killed in February 2014 during a confrontation with anti-terrorism
               squad troops who surrounded a house in Borj el Ouzir. Three other suspects, also members
               of the Ansar al Sharia (Partisans of Sharia), were arrested after a short shoot-out.
            

         

         
         	BREDOW, FERDINAND VON

         
         	
            A veteran infantry officer who had served in World War I on the western front, the
               anti-Nazi General von Bredow was appointed head of the Abwehr in December 1932 but
               was abducted by the SS Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer’s personal bodyguard,
               during the “Night of the Long Knives” on 30 June 1934 and murdered. His bullet-riddled
               body was found on the doorstep of his home in Berlin-Lichterfelde after he had dined
               at the Adlon Hotel, and his position, as head of the Abwehr, was taken by Captain
               Conrad Patzig. His assassins were never identified beyond the certainty that they
               were Nazi fanatics.
            

            
             Born into an old military family in Neuruppin in 1884, von Bredow had joined the
               Reichwehr and in 1925 was recruited into the Abwehr. His opposition to the Nazis made
               him and his mentor, the former chancellor Kurt von Schleicher, obvious candidates
               for permanent purging from Germany’s political class.
            

         

         
         	BREEN, HARRY

         
         	
            On 20 March 1989 two senior RUC officers, Chief Superintendent Harry Breen and Superintendent
               Robert Buchanan, were shot dead on the Edenappa Road, outside Jonesborough. The two
               men were returning from a hastily arranged meeting with Chief Superintendent John
               Nolan of the Gardai in Dundalk to discuss cross-border liaison. The head of H Division,
               covering County Armagh and County Down, Breen was the most senior RUC officer to die
               in “the Troubles.” He was being driven by Buchanan, who was responsible for liaison
               with the Gardai, in his personal Vauxhall Cavalier. Both men were unarmed and had
               only just crossed the border in the early afternoon when their car slowed at what
               appeared to be a vehicle checkpoint where there was a queue of three vehicles. As
               they approached, a van overtook them and cut in front of them, emptying four armed
               men in combat clothes from the rear who raked the Vauxhall with gunfire. Buchanan
               attempted to reverse but crashed into a drystone wall and was shot at the wheel. Already
               wounded, Breen emerged holding a white handkerchief but was shot in the head with
               a Ruger pistol. Having ensured that both police officers were dead, the car’s ignition
               keys were used to open the locked trunk containing their briefcases, which were packed
               with sensitive documents.
            

            
             A subsequent police investigation identified the organizer of the well-planned ambush
               as PIRA’s OC of South Armagh, then a 27-year-old smallholder from Drumintee, Sean
               “the Surgeon” Hughes. Although arrested on many occasions and questioned in connection
               with the stabbing of the PIRA informer Eamon Collins in January 1999, Hughes was a
               notorious figure in the local community where he lived with his wife (a primary school
               teacher and the daughter of a Scottish policeman) and their two sons, but he has never
               been charged with, or convicted of, terrorist offenses.
            

         

         
         	BREZHNEV, LEONID

         
         	
            On 22 January 1969 a 21-year-old Red Army deserter, Lieutenant Viktor Ilyin, tried
               to shoot Leonid Brezhnev as he was driven in a motorcade of Zil limousines through
               Moscow. His 14 shots, fired from a pair of Makarov automatics, missed Brezhnev but
               killed a driver, Ilya Zharkov, and wounded several others. Dressed in his brother-in-law’s
               police uniform, Ilyin was detained at the scene and later declared insane. He was
               finally released from a psychiatric hospital in 1990.
            

         

         
         	BSEISO, ATEF

         
         	
            The PLO’s director of intelligence, Atef Bseiso, was shot dead outside his hotel,
               the Meriden, in Montparnasse, Paris, on 8 June 1992 by a Mossad team of two men and
               a woman, all armed with silenced .22 Berettas that had been adapted with bags to catch
               spent cartridges. Reportedly the operation was directed by Shabtai Shavit from a safe
               house in the 11th arrondissement.
            

            
             Born in Palestine in August 1948, Bseiso had recently returned from Havana and had
               just dined in a local restaurant with a PLO bodyguard and an unidentified Lebanese
               woman. He was in Paris to have his new white Jeep Renegade, which he had imported
               from the United States and driven from Berlin, serviced in readiness for a journey
               to Marseilles so it could be shipped to Tunis.
            

            
             Bseiso’s previous superior in the PLO, Salah Kalef, was murdered by Abu Nidal gunmen in January 1991, having succeeded Abu Jihad as the PLO’s military commander.
            

         

         
         	BULL, GERALD

         
         	
            The designer of a “super-gun” with a barrel 500 feet long, Gerald Bull was a visionary
               Canadian scientist. The huge weapon, with an estimated range of 600 kilometers and
               a projectile weighing two tons, was intended to be deployed against Israel, but the
               project collapsed after Bull was assassinated at his apartment in Brussels on 22 March
               1990, and German, Swiss, and Italian authorities seized various consignments of engineering
               equipment destined for what the Iraqis had called Project BABYLON. Bull was found
               shot dead, with five bullets in his back, outside the front door of his sixth-floor
               apartment in the Avenue François Folis, still carrying $20,000, which suggested that
               his killer’s motive was not robbery. He had just returned from his office in the rue
               de Stalle.
            

         

         
         	BUSH, GEORGE H. W

         
         	
            On 27 June 1993 President Bill Clinton made a national television address to announce
               that the U.S. Navy destroyer USS Peterson in the Red Sea and the cruiser USS Chancellorsville in the Persian Gulf had fired 23 Tomahawk cruise missiles at the Iraqi Mukhabarat
               headquarters in Baghdad in retaliation for a plot to assassinate former president
               George H. W. Bush with a car bomb during a visit to Kuwait between 14 and 16 April
               when he attended Gulf War victory celebrations. Clinton said he ordered the attack
               after receiving “compelling evidence” from DCI James Woolsey that Bush had been the
               target of an assassination plot and that the plot was “directed and pursued by the
               Iraqi Intelligence Service.”
            

            
             The Mukhabarat complex in the capital’s Mansour district, consisting of a six-story
               building in a large compound, was completely demolished in the attack, which took
               place in the early hours so as to avoid civilian casualties. According to the post-action
               damage assessment, three of the missiles failed to reach their target and had caused
               eight deaths. In June 1995 Saddam Hussein replaced the Mukhabarat’s director, Sabawi
               Ibrahim il-Tikriti, his step-brother, with General Majid Hasan al-Majid.
            

            
            According to Woolsey, the FBI interrogators had extracted confessions from the two
               suspects, Ra’ad Asadi and Wali Abdelhadi Ghazali, and forensic scientists had linked
               the car bomb found in Kuwait City on 14 April containing 175 pounds of explosives,
               and the electronic circuitry in the remote-control detonator, to similar matériel
               made in Iraq.
            

            
            Altogether 14 men were tried for their participation in the plot, which was led by
               33-year-old Raad Abdel Amir al-Assadi, the owner of the Marbed Coffee Shop in Basra.
               In his confession Assadi claimed that an Iraqi intelligence officer named Mohammed
               Jawad had asked him to guide somebody into Kuwait City on 9 April in return for 13
               cases of whisky and 15,000 Iraqi dinars (£130). Allegedly Jawad had also handed him
               10 sticks of dynamite with instructions to blow up car showrooms in Kuwait City. However,
               Assadi denied any knowledge of an assassination plot. However, Ghazali, a 36-year-old
               male nurse employed in Najaf hospital, confirmed that he had been ordered to kill
               ex-president Bush. In his statement he admitted having been approached in Basra on
               8 April by an Iraqi intelligence officer, asserting that he had been ordered to drive
               a Toyota Land Cruiser laden with explosives and park it in Kuwait University, where
               Mr. Bush, his family, and former secretary of state James Baker were to attend an
               event.
            

            
            Ghazali claimed that he had been directed to detonate the bomb as President Bush’s
               motorcade approached and that he had also been given a timing device and a suicide
               belt as backups. His contact had also supplied him with a 9 mm pistol and two hand
               grenades. Both Ghazali and Assadi insisted that they had acted under duress, fearful
               for their families.
            

            
             At their trial in June held in the State Security Court the prosecution accused 12
               men of plotting to kill Mr. Bush and two Kuwaitis of harboring the plotters and of
               smuggling drugs and alcohol. On 4 June 1994, the Kuwait State Security Court convicted
               13 of the 14 defendants. Five Iraqis, including Assadi and Ghazali, and one Kuwaiti
               were sentenced to death. Five Iraqis and two Kuwaitis were convicted of possessing
               explosives and entering Kuwait illegally. The seven were given jail sentences ranging
               from six months to 12 years. One Kuwaiti defendant was acquitted. The executions have
               not been approved by the emir, as required by law.
            

            
            In November 1995 analysts from the CIA’s Counter-Terrorism Center later circulated
               a report on the episode, The Attack That Failed: Iraq’s Attempt to Assassinate Former President Bush in Kuwait
                  in April 1993. The document is reproduced in appendix D.
            

         

         
         	BUSIC, BRUNO

         
         	
            An anti-communist campaigner for Croatian independence who left Yugoslavia in 1975 after years of police harassment, Bruno Busic was shot dead in the late evening
               on 17 October 1978 at the door of his apartment in Paris by a gunman armed with a
               7.65 mm pistol who fired five shots, two of which hit him. The assassin was never
               convicted, although the principal suspect, the UDBA killer Vinko Sindicic, was tried
               for the crime and acquitted.
            

            
             Aged 39, Busic was a prolific writer and graduate of the University of Zagreb who
               founded a newspaper, the Croatian Journal. Two UDBA officers, Bozidar Spasic and Josip Majerski, were accused of complicity
               in the crime, but not convicted.
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         	CARLOS I

         
         	
            King Carlos I of Portugal was shot dead in Lisbon on 1 February 1908 as he was driven
               across the center of Lisbon. Both of his sons were wounded, his heir, Luis Filipe,
               mortally. His assassins were Alfredo Costa and Manuel Buica, both republicans who
               were killed by the king’s bodyguards. Carlos’s younger son, Prince Manuel, succeeded
               to the throne.
            

         

         
         	CARRERO BLANCO, LUIS

         
         	
            The Spanish prime minister Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, his chauffeur, and his police
               bodyguard were killed by an ETA bomb in Madrid on 20 December 1973.
            

            
             The assassination, code-named OGRO, took five months to prepare and involved a tunnel
               dug from a basement apartment under a road, the Cale Claudio Ciello, on the route
               the admiral always took to attend mass each morning at the San Francisco de Borja
               church, packing it with 75 kilos of stolen industrial explosives. Posing as electricians,
               three members of ETA detonated the bomb with a command wire as Carrero Blanco’s Dodge
               Dart was directly overhead and then made their escape to a safe house in Alcorcon
               before slipping into France at Gupuzgoa over the New Year. The 69-year-old prime minister,
               who had been in office for only six months, died soon afterward in the hospital.
            

            
             ETA claimed responsibility for the assassination that same evening, and the chief
               planner, 23-year-old José Miguel Beñaran Ordeñana, was identified and killed in a
               car bomb in Anglet, in the south of France, on 21 December 1978. The group responsible
               for his assassination consisted of Spanish intelligence personnel assembled to operate
               across the French border where Ordeñana and his organization enjoyed a degree of protection
               in Ciboure.
            

            
            Altogether about a dozen ETA members had worked on the project, and nine were identified
               by the police from forensic evidence, among them the organizer, Jesús Zugarramurdi,
               who would narrowly escape an attempt on his life in May 1984 in St. Etienne de Baigorry;
               José María Larreategui, who died in 2008; Ignacio Perez Beotegi, who was arrested
               in Barcelona in July 1975 and died in March 2008; José Manuel Pagoaga Gallastegi,
               who was seriously injured and almost blinded in January 1979 and would be arrested
               in Bidart in 1993 during a raid on an ETA bomb factory and again in Hendaye in September
               1998; and José Antonio Urrutikoetxea, one of the senior ETA leadership. Urrutikoetxea
               was arrested in Bayonne in January 1989 and imprisoned at Fresnes before being extradited
               to Spain, where in October 1990 he was sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment on conspiracy
               charges, use of false documents, and illegal possession of weapons.
            

         

         
         	CARSON, ERNEST

         
         	
            On 26 August 1987 two RUCSB detective constables, 50-year-old Ernest Carson from Steeple
               Green, Antrim, and 35-year-old Michael Malone, a Roman Catholic from Hampton Court,
               County Down, were shot dead in the Liverpool Bar, near Donegall Quay opposite the
               ferry terminal in the Belfast docks. The officers were part of the RUCSB Port Unit
               and worked in plain clothes. Two Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) gunmen, Danny McCann and Sean Savage, had walked into the bar unnoticed and
               shot the pair at point-blank range. Two other customers, including a detective sergeant
               playing pool, were wounded. Both gunmen were to die in Gibraltar six months later
               at the hands of 22 Special Air Service soldiers. A third suspect, Alex McCrory, aged
               54, was arrested in April 2016 and released after questioning.
            

            
            A well-known dissident republican, McCrory had served 14 years in the Maze prison
               and had been arrested in December 2013 with Colin Duffy and Henry Fitsimons after
               a police Land Rover was shot at in the Crumlin Road. On that occasion the prosecution’s
               evidence was a recording of conversations held with his codefendants at his home in
               west Belfast.
            

         

         
         	CASTRO, FIDEL

         
         	
            Cuba’s revolutionary leader became an assassination target for the CIA, and in August
               1960 the decision was taken to engage the mobster Johnny Roselli for the task, although he received no payment beyond his expenses and his hotel accommodation
               in Miami.
            

            
             Another early plot was initiated on 20 July 1960 when the CIA station in Havana reported
               that a case officer had encountered a Cuban anxious to engineer a supposed accident
               that would result in the deaths of Raul and Fidel. Headquarters immediately authorized
               $10,000 as payment “after successful completion,” but no advance payment was permitted
               because of the possibility that the Cuban was a double agent. The case officer promised
               the volunteer assassin that his sons would be given a college education in the event
               of his death, and he agreed to take what was described as a “calculated risk.” However,
               soon afterward, Tracy Barnes ordered the Havana station to let the matter drop.
            

            
             Meanwhile, the CIA’s TSD was examining various options. One was a box of Castro’s
               favorite cigars laced with a botulinum toxin so lethal that the victim would die as
               soon as one was placed in his mouth. The TSD had completed its work by 7 October 1960,
               but the plan evidently went no further after the cigars had been delivered to an unidentified
               individual on 13 February.
            

            
             In parallel, from early in 1961, the CIA cultivated a Cuban official, Rolando Cubela
               Secades, code-named AM/LASH, who was eager to get rid of Castro and participate in
               a coup. One of the principal tasks assigned to his two case officers was to keep him
               in place and persuade him not to defect. On the subject of vocabulary, Cybela preferred
               to use “eliminate” rather than “kill.” In 1963 his first case officer reported after
               a rendezvous,
            

            
               Have no intention give AM/LASH physical elimination mission as requirement but recognize
                  this something he could or might try to carry out on his own initiative.
               

            

            Described as somewhat temperamental and mercurial, Cubela sought reassurance from
               the CIA about American support for a post-coup regime and asked to meet the U.S. attorney-general,
               Robert Kennedy. Desmond FitzGerald received permission to give AM/LASH the support
               he wanted and obtained permission to describe himself as Kennedy’s representative.
               Cubela was suitably impressed and asked for grenades and a high-powered rifle with
               a sniper scope.
            

            
            In November 1963, immediately after the death of President Kennedy, a CIA officer
               in Paris gave a poison pen to Cubela, then the senior Cuban delegate to UNESCO, who
               was instructed to hand it to Castro. The ballpoint pen built by the TSD concealed
               a hypodermic needle dosed with a commercial toxin, Blackleaf-40. AM/LASH smuggled
               the pen back to Cuba but failed in his mission, so in January 1965 the project, and
               the involvement of another agent, designated B-1, came under review:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  B-l is to provide AM/LASH with a silencer for the FAL: if this is impossible, B-l
                     is to cache in a designated location a rifle with a scope and silencer plus several
                     bombs, concealed either in a suitcase, a lamp or some other concealment device which
                     he would be able to carry and place next to Fidel Castro.
                  

               

               
               	
                  B-l is to provide AM/LASH with escape routes controlled by B-l and not by the Americans.
                     The lack of confidence built up by the Bay of Pigs looms large.
                  

               

               
               	
                  B-l is to prepare one of the western provinces, either Pinar del Rio or Havana, with
                     arms caches and a clandestine underground mechanism. This would be a fallback position
                     and a safe area where men and weapons are available to the group.
                  

               

               
               	
                  B-l is to be in Cuba one week before the elimination of Fidel, but no one, including
                     AM/LASH, will know B-l’s location.
                  

               

               
               	
                  B-l is to arrange for recognition by at least five Latin American countries as soon
                     as Fidel is neutralized and a junta is formed. This junta will be established even
                     though Raul Castro and Che Guevara may still be alive and may still be in control
                     of part of the country. This is the reason AM/LASH requested that B-l be able to establish
                     some control over one of the provinces so that the junta can be formed in that location.
                  

               

               
               	
                  One month to the day before the neutralization of Fidel, B-l will increase the number
                     of commando attacks to a maximum in order to raise the spirit and morale of the people
                     inside Cuba. In all communiqués, in all radio messages, in all propaganda put out
                     by B-l he must relate that the raid was possible thanks to the information received
                     from clandestine sources inside Cuba and from the clandestine underground apparatus
                     directed by “P.” This will be AM/LASH’s war name.
                  

               

            

            
            In early 1965 the CIA reported that B-l had given a silencer to AM/LASH who also had
               “small, highly concentrated explosives,” and he was also supplied with a silenced
               pistol and a silenced FAL rifle before contact was abandoned finally in June 1965.
            

            
             In addition, the CIA hatched six other plots to kill Castro. The first, suggested
               by Desmond FitzGerald, then the chief of Task Force W, responsible for covert action
               against the regime, asked the TSD for an exotic seashell packed with explosives that
               could be placed on a beach where Castro was known to swim. In January 1963 TSD rejected
               the proposal as impractical.
            

            
            A second idea, also in January 1963, was to persuade the lawyer James Donovan, then
               negotiating the release of Bay of Pigs prisoners, to present Castro with a wet suit
               contaminated with Madura foot, a lethal fungus. The TSD also introduced a tubercle
               bacillus into a scuba breathing apparatus, but in the event Donovan gave Castro completely
               different diving equipment, and the lethal version never left the CIA’s laboratory.
            

            
            Castro himself was acutely aware of many plots to kill him, and in August 1975 he
               gave Senator George McGovern a list of 24 incidents he attributed to the CIA. In response,
               the CIA denied any involvement in 15, and in the remaining 6 they acknowledged an
               operational relationship with the individuals but not one involving assassination.
            

            
            Apart from assassination, the CIA also planned to undermine Castro’s public image
               with a series of imaginative schemes which were later the subject of much ridicule.
               For example, between March and August 1960, during the final year of President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration, TSD considered, and rejected, a proposal to spray Castro’s broadcasting
               studio with a chemical that produced effects similar to LSD. TSD also impregnated
               a box of cigars with a chemical to disorientate Castro shortly before he was due to
               deliver a speech. Another plan involved ruining Castro’s macho reputation as “the
               Beard” by dusting his shoes, when left outside his hotel room, with thallium salts,
               a strong depilatory that would cause his beard to fall out. The project was scrubbed
               when Castro canceled his trip abroad.
            

            
            Eisenhower’s approval of these projects appears to date back to a meeting held with
               Assistant Secretary of State Richard Rubottom, Undersecretary of State Douglas Dillon,
               and other senior State Department officials on 13 May 1960, the minutes of which reveal
               that
            

            
               Mr. Rubottom said that Trujillo is involved in all sorts of efforts all over the hemisphere
                  to create disorder. The President commented that Castro is also, and he would like
                  to see them both sawed-off. Mr. Dillon commented that the State Department is about
                  ready to propose some additional action against Castro.
               

            

         

         
         	CHURCH COMMITTEE

         
         	
            Chaired by Senator Frank Church, a Democrat from Idaho, the Church Committee was authorized
               by Senate Resolution 21 which instructed the committee “to investigate the full range
               of governmental intelligence activities and the extent, if any, to which such activities
               were illegal, improper or unethical.” In addition to that broad general mandate, the
               committee was required “to investigate, study and make recommendations concerning
               various specific matters, several of which relate to the assassination issue.”
            

            
             While the 11-member committee inquired into five assassinations (Rafael Trujillo, René Schneider, Ngo Dinh Diem, Fidel Castro, and Patrice Lumumba), it accumulated over 8,000 pages of sworn testimony taken from over 75 witnesses
               during 60 hearing days and numerous staff interviews. The committee held 21 public
               hearings, met 250 times in executive session, published its first interim report in
               November 1975, and released its final report on 29 April 1976.
            

         

         
         	CHURCHILL, WINSTON S

         
         	
            During a visit to Athens at the height of the Greek Civil War in December 1944, the
               British prime minister escaped at least two attempts on his life. One involved a large
               quantity of German-manufactured dynamite placed by EAM/ELAS communist guerrillas in
               the sewer underneath the Hotel Grande Bretagne, the British military headquarters
               which he visited on Christmas Day. In fact the intended target had been General Ronald
               Scobie, the commander of British troops who had become unpopular in Athens following
               an incident on 3 December when the Greek police had fired on demonstrators in Syntagma
               Square, killing 28. Widely suspected of scheming to return the Greek monarchy, and
               supporting the unpopular King George II, Scobie’s intervention in the conflict prevented
               the communists from seizing power. A timely search of the sewer conducted by the III
               Corps chief engineer, Brigadier Frank Hards, revealed the deadly cache, which was
               rendered harmless and removed.
            

            
             In another episode during Churchill’s visit, three rifle shots were fired near Churchill
               as he arrived in an armored car at the British embassy from the cruiser HMS Ajax moored in Phaleron Bay; the shooter was a Bulgarian woman, a sniper who was arrested
               at the scene, having killed two people. Reportedly Churchill’s only response was “what
               a cheek!” His private secretary, Jock Colville, recorded in his diary that the reaction
               of the British troops guarding the embassy was to fix bayonets.
            

            
             Churchill, who had arrived in an RAF Skymaster on the afternoon of Christmas Day
               at Kalamki airport accompanied by his bodyguard, Tommy Thompson, flew back to London
               via Naples three days later, on 28 December.
            

            
             Throughout most of his political career Churchill was protected by a single Scotland
               Yard Special Branch officer, Inspector Walter H. Thompson, an East End detective and
               former post office messenger who was first assigned the duty in 1921 for a visit to
               Cairo, having previously acted as David Lloyd George’s bodyguard, as he described
               in his heavily censored 1951 memoirs, I Was Churchill’s Shadow. Upon their safe return from Egypt, an ambush on his armor-plated Rolls-Royce by
               three IRA opponents of the Anglo-Irish Treaty was foiled in June 1922 in Hyde Park,
               as Churchill was driven from his home in Sussex Square to his room at the Colonial
               Office in Whitehall. Reportedly Thompson and Churchill had spotted the trio and ordered
               the chauffeur to accelerate out of danger. No shots were fired, and no arrests were
               made.
            

            
            Another incident involved an Indian nationalist lawyer suspected of wanting to kill
               Churchill at the conclusion of a lecture given in Chicago in February 1932 following
               the receipt of 700 threatening letters protesting Churchill’s opposition to the Government
               of India Bill. There was also a warning from French intelligence in 1938 that a group
               of Nazi snipers had been deployed near the Chateau de la Croë in Cap d’Antibes where
               he was to be entertained by the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. Accordingly, the visit
               was canceled. On 12 June 1940, during an emergency meeting held at the Chateau du
               Mugnet near Briare, Countess Helene de Portes, the fascist-sympathizing mistress of
               the French prime minister Paul Reynaud, lunged at Churchill and was later found to
               be carrying a knife she had concealed inside her Christian Dior gown.
            

            
            On the evening of 25 June 1942 a deranged armed guard employed at the Baltimore flying-boat
               base, where Churchill was due to board a British Overseas Airways Boeing to fly back
               to England, was detained in a scuffle and declared insane after he had expressed an
               intention to shoot the clipper’s distinguished passenger. He was arrested by Special
               Agent Howard Chandler of the U.S. Secret Service, as described in 1947 by President
               Franklin D. Roosevelt’s bodyguard Michael P. Reilly in Reilly of the White House.
            

            
            Apart from the sole example of LONG JUMP, there is no evidence that the Nazis ever
               attempted to poison Churchill or the War Cabinet, but, upon scrutiny, colorful reports
               of poisoned chocolates intended to kill the premier turn out to have been misinterpretations
               of MI5 reports relating to captured enemy explosives disguised as bars of chocolate.
            

            
            On 4 May 1943 Victor Rothschild, then head of MI5’s counter-sabotage section B1(c),
               wrote to his friend, the illustrator Laurence Fish, requesting a sketch of just such
               a device. His letter, though unambiguous, subsequently was misrepresented as proof
               of a Nazi plot to poison Churchill:
            

            
               Dear Fish,

               
               I wonder if you could do a drawing for me of an explosive slab of chocolate.

               
               We have received information that the enemy are using pound slabs of chocolate which
                  are made of steel with a very thin covering of real chocolate.
               

               
               Inside there is high explosive and some form of delay mechanism. When you break off
                  a piece of chocolate at one end in the normal way, instead of it falling away, a piece
                  of canvas is revealed stuck into the middle of the piece which has been broken off
                  and a ticking into the middle of the remainder of the slab.
               

               
               When the piece of chocolate is pulled sharply, the canvas is also pulled and this
                  initiates the mechanism.
               

               
               I enclose a very poor sketch done by somebody who has seen one of these.

               
               It is wrapped in the usual sort of black paper with gold lettering, the variety being
                  PETERS. 
               

               
               Would it be possible for you to do a drawing of this, one possibly with the paper
                  half taken off revealing one end and another with the piece broken off showing the
                  canvas.
               

               
               The text should indicate that this piece together with the attached canvas is pulled
                  out sharply and that after a delay of seven seconds the bomb goes off. Please return
                  the enclosed drawing.
               

            

            Equally spurious is the frequently made assertion that the Luftwaffe shot down BOAC
               Flight 777 on 1 June 1943 in the mistaken belief that Churchill was returning to England
               from Lisbon. In reality the prime minister flew from Gibraltar on 4 June 1943 in an
               RAF Liberator, and the Junkers-88 pilots of the Gruppe V Kampfgeschwader 40 based
               in Bordeaux responsible for the attack on the civilian aircraft, which killed all
               17 passengers and crew, have confirmed that they had misidentified the Douglas DC-3
               as a military plane and had not been assigned any mission to intercept and destroy
               it.
            

         

         
         	COLOSIO, LUIS

         
         	
            Mexico’s presidential candidate Luis Donald Colosio was shot dead while campaigning
               in Tijuana on 23 March 1994 by a factory worker, Mario Aburto Martinez, who fired
               a .38 Police Special three times, at very close range, while pretending to be operating
               a video camera. 
            

            
             Of Italian immigrant heritage, Colosio had been elected to Mexico’s Senate in 1988
               and was widely considered the likely successor of President Carlos Salinas. Educated
               at the University of Pennsylvania, Colosio was considered a technocrat. His 23-year-old
               assassin was detained at the scene, convicted of murder on his confession, and sentenced
               to 42 years’ imprisonment at the top-security La Palma prison in Almoloya de Juárez.
               However, in Mexico the shooting led to much speculation about Martinez’s motives and
               whether he was part of a wider political conspiracy, not least because Colosio’s campaign
               manager, Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon, took over the candidacy and won the election
               six months later. An alleged second gunman, Othon Cortes Vazquez, was acquitted, prompting
               further conspiracy theories. 
            

            
            The federal prosecutor who attempted to investigate the assassination, Jesus Romera
               Magana, would be shot dead at his home in August 1996. His death, from 14 bullet wounds
               on the steps of his house in Tijuana, was the 10th involving officials who had been
               connected to the case. Also killed was Jose Artuo Ochoa, who had managed the state’s
               federal attorney-general’s office and had been shot while jogging in Tijuana in April
               1996. Others included several senior police officers who had tried to launch their
               own inquiries into what remains a major unsolved political mystery in Mexico. However,
               analysts have observed that law enforcement and the criminal justice system in Mexico
               are high-risk occupations, and such a rate of attrition is not unusual, especially
               in the states dominated by the drug industry. 
            

         

         
         	COMBIER-LABLACHE, CAPTAIN

         
         	
            In November 1942 Captaine de Corvette Lablache-Combier, a French naval officer and
               former commander of the L’Impassible who was attached to the Gaullist Free French BCRA, approached Admiral Delaye, the
               Vichy naval attaché in Lisbon, and offered to pass information about Operation TORCH,
               the Allied invasion of North Africa. Unaware that Delaye’s assistant, Jean Boutron,
               was an agent in contact with the British SIS, Lablache-Combier became the focus of
               an investigation conducted by Kenneth Benton, the SIS Section V officer at the British
               embassy in Madrid, who arranged for the traitor to receive an invitation to visit
               the British naval attaché, Alan Hillgarth. When he turned up, he was drugged and bundled
               into a car in which the unconscious Frenchman was driven to Gibraltar. However, upon
               arrival at Algeciras, it was discovered that Lablache-Combier had died, so his corpse
               was smuggled into British territory and given a secret burial.
            

         

         
         	CONDOR

         
         	
            The code name of an operation undertaken principally by the Argentine SIDE and the
               Chilean DINA, CONDOR was established in November 1975 in an effort to trace and then
               eliminate opponents of the regime. Among its targets were Orlando Letelier, Ronni Moffitt, and General Carlos Prats.
            

            
             On 26 September 1976 the FBI’s legal attaché in Buenos Aires, Robert Scherrer, reported
               on CONDOR, based on recently acquired information from an unidentified confidential
               source:
            

            
               Operation CONDOR is the codename for the collection, exchange and storage of intelligence
                  data concerning so-called “Leftists,” Communists and Marxists which was recently established
                  between cooperating intelligence agencies in South America in order to eliminate Marxist
                  terrorist activities in the area. In addition, Operation CONDOR provides for joint
                  operations against terrorist targets in member countries of Operation CONDOR. Chile
                  is the center for Operation CONDOR and in addition to Chile its members include Argentina,
                  Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay. Brazil also has tentatively agreed to supply intelligence
                  input for Operation CONDOR. Members of Operation CONDOR showing the most enthusiasm
                  to date have been Argentina, Uruguay and Chile. The latter three countries have engaged
                  in joint operations, primarily in Argentina, primarily against the terrorist target.
                  During the week of September 18, 1976 [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX] with respect to Operation
                  CONDOR. A third and most secret phase of Operation CONDOR involves the formation of
                  special teams from member countries who are to travel anywhere in the world to non-member
                  countries to carry out sanctions up to assassination against terrorists or supporters
                  of terrorist organizations for Operation CONDOR member countries. For example, should
                  a terrorist or a supporter of a terrorist organisation from a member country of Operation
                  CONDOR be located in a European country, a special team from Operation CONDOR would
                  be dispatched to locate and surveil the target. Special teams would be issued false
                  documentation from member countries and may be composed exclusively from one member
                  nation of Operation CONDOR or may be composed of a mixed group from various Operation
                  CONDOR member nations. European countries specifically mentioned for possible operations
                  under the third phase of Operation CONDOR were Greece and Portugal. A special team
                  has been organised [XXXXXXXXX] which are being covered for future action under the
                  third phase of Operation CONDOR. It should be noted that no information has been developed
                  indicating that sanctions under the third phase of Operation CONDOR have been planned
                  to be carried out in the United States; however, it is not beyond the realm of possibility
                  that the recent assassination of Orlando Letelier in Washington DC may have been carried
                  out as a third phase action of Operation CONDOR. As noted above, information available
                  from the source indicates that particular emphasis was placed on third phase actions
                  of Operation CONDOR in Europe, specifically Greece and Portugal. This office will
                  remain alert for any information indicating that the assassination of Letelier may
                  be part of Operation CONDOR action.
               

            

            Word of CONDOR’s existence reached Moscow in August 1976 when the KGB received approval
               from Yuri Andropov to undertake TOUCAN, a disinformation scheme designed to draw attention
               to DINA’s commitment to assassination. A forged letter, dated 16 September 1975, purporting
               to have been sent by Contreras to General Pinochet, described plans to “neutralize”
               the regime’s opponents in Mexico, Argentina, Costa Rica, France, Italy, and the United
               States. Leaked selectively by the KGB, the document received widespread attention
               from the media and was quoted by Jack Anderson who claimed that DINA death squads
               were roaming America. According to the KGB defector Vasili Mitrokhin, TOUCAN was considered
               a success.
            

         

         
         	CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

         
         	
            The U.S. House of Representatives established a select committee in September 1976
               to investigate the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The committee conducted hearings until 1977 and published its report in 1978.
            

            
             The committee was created following the publication of the Church Committee’s revelation of the CIA’s involvement in foreign assassination plots and widespread
               doubt about the Warren Commission conclusions, reached after only 10 months, that
               Lee Harvey Oswald had acted alone when he shot the president in Dallas.
            

            
             The committee was hampered by internal problems, with three different chairmen, and
               disagreements about the interpretation of the evidence, which was assessed as not
               precluding the possibility of a second sniper. Indeed, it did consider that there
               had been a conspiracy, but not one involving any U.S. government agency in either
               assassination, and also absolved the Soviet and Cuban governments.
            

         

         
         	CURIEL, HENRI

         
         	
            A well-known communist, Henri Curiel was shot dead by two gunmen outside his Paris
               apartment in the rue Rollin on 4 May 1978. Born in September 1914 in Egypt, Curiel
               was a political activist who was detained during the war when his bookshop, the Rond
               Point in Cairo, became a meeting place for left-wing soldiers and ratings from the
               Royal Hellenic Navy who planned to mutiny.
            

            
            Curiel went into exile in France in 1950 and was detained by the DST in 1960 because
               of his links to the Algerian revolutionary independence movement. He was hit by four
               bullets fired from a Colt 45 by two gunmen in the entrance lobby of his apartment
               building in the early afternoon. Nobody has been charged with the crime which remains
               unsolved.
            

         

      


      D

      
      
      
         
         	DAMOCLES

         
         	
            The code name of a Mossad operation conducted in Europe in 1962 and 1963, DAMOCLES
               was intended to deter German scientists from assisting the Egyptian ballistic missile
               development project headed by General Mohammed Khalil. Among the Israeli intelligence
               officers who participated in the campaign of intimidation were Isser Harel, Yitzhak
               Shamir, Zvi Malkin, and Joseph (Joe) Ra’anan. Their known victims are 59-year-old
               Dr. Heinz Krug, who disappeared in September 1962 in Munich, and Dr. Hans Kleinwachter
               from Baden, who narrowly escaped an attempt on his life in February 1963 as he drove
               home from his laboratory in Lorrach.
            

            
             Krug, a veteran of Peenemunde, had headed an Egyptian front company, Intra-Trading
               GmbH, in Germany which supplied the Egyptians with hardware, while Kleinwachter was
               an electronics and guidance expert who had also worked on the V-2 rocket during World
               War II. Altogether some 250 technicians had been assembled by Wolfgang Pilz to work
               on the project, which had been financed by Hassan Sayed Kamil, a dual national Swiss
               Egyptian with an arms company based in Zurich, who was closely associated with the
               Egyptian military attaché in Bern, Colonel Ramadan.
            

            
             The Munich police quickly found the getaway car used by the three gunmen, one of
               whom had shot at, but failed to hit, Kleinwachter, and recovered an Egyptian passport
               issued in the name of Ali Samir.
            

            
             In March 1963 DAMOCLES began to unravel when two Mossad agents, 33-year-old Yosef
               Ben-Gal from Tel Aviv and a 42-year-old Austrian scientist from Salzburg, Dr. Otto
               Joklik, were arrested in Basel on charges of threatening Heidi Görke, the 25-year-old
               daughter of Paul Görke, a German scientist employed in Heliopolis who had directed
               Italy’s Institute of Atomic Physics and Nuclear Technology.
            

            
            Ben-Gal and Joklik were detained for five months, convicted of coercion based on the
               evidence of a tape recording made by Heidi, and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment.
               Both men were banned from ever returning to Switzerland, but the three judges were
               critical of Heidi’s evidence and suggested that it had been influenced by an Egyptian
               named Sameh. According to Joklik, Khalil had planned to build a conventional warhead
               filled with strontium 90 and cobalt 60, which, upon detonation, would cause widespread
               radioactive contamination.
            

         

         
         	DANI, FADL EL-

         
         	
            On 23 July 1982 the 38-year-old deputy director of the PLO’s bureau in Paris, Fadl
               el-Dani, was killed by a bomb tossed through the open window of his car parked in
               the rue du Dessous des Berge outside his apartment in the southeast part of the city.
               The device had been thrown by a passenger of another vehicle, which had drawn up alongside
               Dani as he prepared to drive to his office. None of the four men in the rental car
               were ever traced.
            

         

         
         	DARLAN, JEAN

         
         	
            On Christmas Eve 1942 Admiral Jean Darlan was assassinated by a Special Operations Executive (SOE) weapons instructor, Lieutenant Fernand Bonnier de la Chapelle, who had been
               seconded to Ain Taya, a training center outside Algiers. The pro-Nazi Darlan had been
               vice premier of the Vichy government and had been subsequently put in command of the
               Vichy forces by Pierre Laval. He happened to be in Algiers when the invasion occurred
               and quickly decided to cooperate with the Allies. His previous politics, however,
               made him an awkward supporter for the British and American governments to deal with,
               and he certainly complicated their relations with Charles de Gaulle, who was deeply suspicious of him. His assassin, de la Chapelle, and his accomplice,
               Captain Gilbert Sabatier, had been assigned to MASSINGHAM, SOE’s North African headquarters,
               and had been issued with revolvers on David Keswick’s authority. It was one of these
               that de la Chapelle had used to shoot the hated Admiral Darlan. A summary court-martial
               was held almost immediately, and a French firing squad shot de la Chapelle two days
               later. Even as he was led to his execution, before dawn on Boxing Day, the 20-year-old
               refused to say where he had obtained the gun or to name his coconspirators. Sabatier,
               who went missing after the murder, was arrested on 4 January 1943 and charged with
               supplying de la Chapelle with his gun and plotting to overthrow the state. Somehow
               the British negotiated his release and the entire matter was discreetly dropped.
            

            
            SOE complicity in the assassination has never been established, but the incident certainly
               did not conflict with British policy and actually helped the Allies in their dealings
               with the Vichy government. According to Sir Alexander Cadogan’s diaries, he noted
               on 14 November 1942, “We shall do no good till we’ve killed Darlan,” and six days
               after the assassination he “went to see Pound to arrange telegram to Cunningham to
               deny charges that the Secret Service was in any way connected with Darlan murder.”
               The original entry demonstrates a willingness to contemplate drastic action against
               Darlan, whose right-wing politics were alienating the communist resistance cells,
               even if the second appears to show that there was no British involvement.
            

            
            MI5 came to suspect that an organization headed by Charles de Gaulle was implicated
               in Darlan’s murder, as Guy Liddell recorded in his diary on 29 January 1943. Following
               a visit by the head of postal censorship, Sir Edwin Herbert, to Sir David Petrie:
            

            
               Edwin Herbert has seen the Director-General. He has just returned from North Africa
                  and he thinks it possible that the assassination of Admiral Darlan may have been planned
                  by the de Gaullists in London. Enquiries made after Darlan’s death showed that the
                  assassin, who was a Monarchist, had obtained facilities in the matter of papers etcetera from a certain d’Astier, an official of the North African government. While Herbert
                  was at Gibraltar waiting for his plane, he met d’Astier’s brother, a member of de
                  Gaulle’s staff who was very secretive about his journey. He said he was going to Syria,
                  but actually proceeded to North Africa. It was a few days later that Darlan was murdered.
                  Herbert had an appointment with him which was to have taken place about four hours
                  after the assassination. When he arrived, he found officials carrying the body away.
               

            

         

         
         	DAVIS, BRADLEY

         
         	
            On 5 August 1941 an SIS agent, Bradley Davis, was parachuted into enemy-occupied France
               to join the ALLIANCE network as a radio operator. However, soon after his arrival
               he developed appendicitis and underwent surgery, but once he had recovered he was
               sent to Normandy.
            

            
            Exactly what happened next is unknown, but Davis certainly fell into the Abwehr’s
               hands. He also continued transmitting to SIS, ostensibly from Normandy but actually
               from Paris. Despite his collaboration with the enemy, SIS failed to notice that he
               had fallen under hostile control, and Kenneth Cohen, ALLIANCE’s controller in London,
               seemed more concerned about the way his organization was collapsing than about what
               Davis was up to. Henri Schaerrer had been arrested on 11 July, some weeks before Davis
               had arrived in France, but the Germans only realized that he had been an important
               member of the ALLIANCE two months later. He was shot at Fresnes on 13 November. Gabriel
               Riviere, Jean Boutron, Lucien Vallet, Maurice Coustenoble, Edmond Poulain, Antoine
               Hugon, and Admiral Pierre Barjot, all key members of ALLIANCE, were also scooped up
               by the Vichy police, together with four of the circuit’s six transmitters. Most endured
               terrible privations at concentration camps in Germany, although a few, like Loustanau-Lacau,
               were still alive when Mauthausen was liberated.
            

            
            Despite Davis’s treachery, ALLIANCE did survive under the leadership of Loustanau-Lacau’s
               principal lieutenant, Marie-Madelaine Fourcade, and eventually numbered some 3,000
               active supporters spread throughout France, reporting every type of intelligence.
               In the early days, this was information concerning the location of the Luftwaffe’s
               decoy airfields and reports from inside the Kriegsmarine’s submarine bases, but later
               it was to include crucial data about German rocketry. Of the total number of ALLIANCE
               agents, about 500 were caught and executed by the Nazis. In praising Marie-Madelaine
               Fourcade after the war, Kenneth Cohen called the Davis affair “a blunder” and noted
               that it “did not dim her loyalty to the British.” He also suggested that the remarkable
               record of another SIS wireless operator, Frederick Rodney, had been sufficiently exemplary
               to compensate for Davis’s behavior.
            

            
            That the Cockney Londoner had been a traitor, directly responsible for the arrest,
               torture, and death of numerous ALLIANCE agents, is indisputable, and Cohen eventually
               ordered his death. A rendezvous was arranged in Lyons in 1942 with Davis, where what
               remained of ALLIANCE planned to snatch him and, after interrogation, kill him. Instead
               the Gestapo turned up at the agreed meeting place, and ALLIANCE’s hit squad was obliged
               to withdraw. Eventually Davis was spotted in Marseilles by another SIS agent named
               Crawley, and he was kidnapped, questioned, and finally poisoned.
            

            
            The Davis episode has been referred to obliquely by both Cohen and Fourcade, but his
               true identity was not disclosed. It was not until her death in 1989 that friends of
               Marie-Madelaine felt free to reveal Davis’s true name. The fact is that Davis should
               never have been chosen for work in occupied France, but SIS’s agent selection system
               was as haphazard as the procedures adopted by the Special Operations Executive. Indeed, SOE’s Maurice Buckmaster told the story of an early agent named Nigel Low
               who was a gambler and a confidence trickster with a string of criminal convictions.
               Despite these obvious handicaps he had been dispatched to the south of France by F
               Section in the spring of 1942 with a large sum of cash, but he was never seen again.
               “He was, as far as we know, never caught and certainly he betrayed no one,” says Buckmaster.
            

            
            A subsequent SIS investigation of Bradley Davis turned up some evidence that he had
               expressed fascist sympathies before the war, and a proper check of his background
               should have excluded him from selection as an agent.
            

         

         
         	DEFENESTRATION

         
         	
            As an assassination technique, a fall from a high window will not only ensure death
               but will make the task of distinguishing between murder, suicide, and accident very
               difficult. Victims include the assassin of King Alexander, Alexandros Schinas, in
               May 1913; the Czech foreign minister Jan Masaryk in Prague in March 1948; and the spy Ashraf Marwan in London in June 2007.
            

         

         
         	DE GAULLE, CHARLES

         
         	
            President Charles de Gaulle survived several attempts on his life, and rifle fire
               was heard during his triumphant walk down the Champs d’Elysee to celebrate the liberation
               of Paris in August 1944. According to Ludwig Nebel, this had been the handiwork of a German sniper. However, it was the conflict in
               Algeria, and the intervention of General Raoul Salan’s OAS, that resulted in some
               well-planned assassination bids.
            

            
            The first major incident occurred on 8 September 1961 when a roadside bomb misfired
               near Pont-sur-Seine as de Gaulle’s motorcade of five cars swept past, with a bomb
               containing 43 kilos of plastic explosive and 20 liters of napalm detonated, injuring
               some of the bodyguards in the chase car. There were no serious casualties, but 225
               suspected members of the OAS were taken into custody, including the principal plotter,
               37-year-old Armand Belvisi, who was arrested in Paris in June 1962 and sentenced to
               six years’ imprisonment.
            

            
            It was the ambush of de Gaulle’s motorcade of two cars, escorted by a pair of motorcycles,
               on the evening of 22 August 1962 in the Paris suburb of Petit-Clamart, which was probably
               the best organized. He was being driven at speed by his gendarmerie chauffeur, Francis
               Marroux, from the Elysee Palace to the military airfield at Velizy-Villacoublay, where
               he was scheduled to fly in a helicopter to his country home at Colombey les Deux Eglises.
            

            
             On that occasion a dozen gunmen led by a 35-year-old former air force officer, Colonel
               Jean-Marie Bastien-Thiry, fired nearly 200 rounds at de Gaulle’s black Citroen DS-19.
               Code-named CHARLOTTE CORDAY (after Jean-Paul Marat’s murderer who was guillotined
               in 1793), the attack had been planned with military precision by Lieutenant Alain
               La Tocanye; Lieutenant Louis de Condé; Pierre-Henri Magade; George Warin; St. Cyr
               cadet Jean-Pierre Naudin; a student; Pascal Bertin; ex-Legionnaire Gerard Buisnes;
               Sergeant Serge Bernier; Sergeant Jacques Prevost; Legionnaire Alphonse Constantine;
               Stephen Ducasse; Jean Bichon; two brothers, Pierre and Jacques Sidos; Olive Sers and
               three Hungarians; a pilot, Lajos Marton; Laszlo Varga; and ex-Legionnaire Sergeant
               Gyula Sari.
            

            
             Despite the meticulous preparations for the ambush and the impressive firepower assembled
               by the participants, the ambush apparently failed because as dusk approached the gunmen
               did not spot Bastien-Thiry’s warning signal, the wave of a newspaper, to indicate
               de Gaulle’s imminent arrival. By the time they realized their target was speeding
               past them, it was almost too late to complete the attack as planned.
            

            
            Bastien-Thiry, who was arrested at his home in Bourg-la-Reine on 15 September, was
               condemned to death by a military tribunal in March 1963 and executed by a firing squad
               at Fort d’Ivry a week later on 11 March.
            

            
             One of Bastien-Thierry’s alleged accomplices, Colonel Antoine Argoud, was abducted
               from Munich in February 1963 by les Barbouzes and dumped in a van in the Quai des
               Orfevres, conveniently close to the Ministry of the Interior. Together with 15 other
               conspirators, Argound was convicted and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment,
               but then amnestied in 1968.
            

            
             Reportedly crucial information about the Peit-Clamart ambush, and the route to be
               taken by de Gaulle that evening, had been leaked to the gunmen by Commissioner Jacques
               Cantelaube, the senior police officer at the Elysee Palace responsible for the president’s
               security.
            

            
             In October 1963, as President de Gaulle planned to attend the funeral of President
               John F. Kennedy in Washington, D.C., the U.S. CIA warned him of several threats against him. He was
               undeterred, but the CIA’s Office of Security assigned 58 officers to protect him.
            

         

         
         	DIANA, PRINCESS

         
         	
            On 31 August 1997 Princess Diana was killed when the Mercedes in which she and her
               host, Dodi Fayed, crashed while being driven at high speed through the Pont de l’Alma
               tunnel in central Paris, having just left the Ritz Hotel.
            

            
             During the French judicial inquiry into the circumstances of their deaths, a former
               British SIS officer, Richard Tomlinson, offered evidence in the form of a sworn affidavit
               in support of rumors that the incident had not been an accident caused by Henri Paul,
               Fayed’s driver, who had been drinking heavily during the evening:
            

            
               I, Richard John Charles Tomlinson, former MI6 officer, of Geneva, Switzerland hereby
                  declare:
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     I firmly believe that there exist documents held by the British Secret Intelligence
                        Service (MI6) that would yield important new evidence into the cause and circumstances
                        leading to the deaths of the Princess of Wales, Mr. Dodi Al Fayed, and M. Henri Paul
                        in Paris in August 1997.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     I was employed by MI6 between September 1991 and April 1995. During that time, I saw
                        various documents that I believe would provide new evidence and new leads into the
                        investigation into these deaths. I also heard various rumours—which though I was not
                        able to see supporting documents—I am confident were based on solid fact.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     In 1992, I was working in the Eastern European Controllerate of MI6 and I was peripherally
                        involved in a large and complicated operation to smuggle advanced Soviet weaponry
                        out of the then disintegrating and disorganised remnants of the Soviet Union. During
                        1992, I spent several days reading the substantial files on this operation. These
                        files contain a wide miscellany of contact notes, telegrams, intelligence reports,
                        photographs etc, from which it was possible to build up a detailed understanding of
                        the operation. The operation involved a large cast of officers and agents of MI6.
                        On more than one occasion, meetings between various figures in the operation took
                        place at the Ritz Hotel, Place de Vendome, Paris. There were in the file several intelligence
                        reports on these meetings, which had been written by one of the MI6 officers based
                        in Paris at the time (identified in the file only by a coded designation). The source
                        of the information was an informant in the Ritz Hotel, who again was identified in
                        the files only by a code number. The MI6 officer paid the informant in cash for his
                        information. I became curious to learn more about the identity of this particular
                        informant, because his number cropped up several times and he seemed to have extremely
                        good access to the goings on in the Ritz Hotel. I therefore ordered this informant’s
                        personal file from MI6’s central file registry. When I read this new file, I was not
                        at all surprised to learn that the informant was a security officer of the Ritz Hotel.
                        Intelligence services always target the security officers of important hotels because
                        they have such good access to intelligence. I remember, however, being mildly surprised
                        that the nationality of this informant was French, and this stuck in my memory, because
                        it is rare that MI6 succeeds in recruiting a French informer. I cannot claim that
                        I remember from this reading of the file that the name of this person was Henri Paul,
                        but I have no doubt with the benefit of hindsight that this was he. Although I did
                        not subsequently come across Henri Paul again during my time in MI6, I am confident
                        that the relationship between he and MI6 would have continued until his death, because
                        MI6 would never willingly relinquish control over such a well placed informant. I
                        am sure that the personal file of Henri Paul will therefore contain notes of meetings
                        between him and his MI6 controlling officer right up until the point of his death.
                        I firmly believe that these files will contain evidence of crucial importance to the
                        circumstances and causes of the incident that killed M. Paul, together with the Princess
                        of Wales and Dodi Al Fayed.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     The most senior undeclared officer in the local MI6 station would normally control
                        an informant of M. Paul’s usefulness and seniority. Officers declared to the local
                        counter-intelligence service (in this case the Directorate de Surveillance Territoire,
                        or DST) would not be used to control such an informant, because it might lead to the
                        identity of the informant becoming known to the local intelligence services. In Paris
                        at the time of M. Paul’s death, there were two relatively experienced but undeclared
                        MI6 officers. The first was Mr. Nicholas John Andrew LANGMAN, born 1960. The second
                        was Mr. Richard David SPEARMAN, again born in 1960. I firmly believe that either one
                        or both of these officers will be well acquainted with M. Paul, and most probably
                        also met M. Paul shortly before his death. I believe that either or both of these
                        officers will have knowledge that will be of crucial importance in establishing the
                        sequence of events leading up to the deaths of M. Paul, Dodi Al Fayed and the Princess
                        of Wales. Mr. Spearman in particular was an extremely well connected and influential
                        officer, because he had been, prior to his appointment in Paris, the personal secretary
                        to the Chief of MI6 Mr. David SPEDDING. As such, he would have been privy to even
                        the most confidential of MI6 operations. I believe that there may well be significance
                        in the fact that Mr. Spearman was posted to Paris in the month immediately before
                        the deaths.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     Later in 1992, as the civil war in the former Yugoslavia became increasingly topical,
                        I started to work primarily on operations in Serbia. During this time, I became acquainted
                        with Dr. Nicholas Bernard Frank FISHWICK, born 1958, the MI6 officer who at the time
                        was in charge of planning Balkan operations. During one meeting with Dr. Fishwick,
                        he casually showed to me a three-page document that on closer inspection turned out
                        to be an outline plan to assassinate the Serbian leader President Slobodan Milosevic.
                        The plan was fully typed, and attached to a yellow “minute board,” signifying that
                        this was a formal and accountable document. It will therefore still be in existence.
                        Fishwick had annotated that the document be circulated to the following senior MI6
                        officers: Maurice KENDWRICK-PIERCEY, then head of Balkan operations, John RIDDE, then
                        the security officer for Balkan operations, the SAS liaison officer to MI6 (designation
                        MODA/SO, but I have forgotten his name), the head of the Eastern European Controllerate
                        (then Richard FLETCHER) and finally Alan PETTY, the personal secretary to the then
                        Chief of MI6, Colin McCOLL. This plan contained a political justification for the
                        assassination of Milosevic, followed by three outline proposals on how to achieve
                        this objective. I firmly believe that the third of these scenarios contained information
                        that could be useful in establishing the causes of death of Henri Paul, the Princess
                        of Wales, and Dodi Al Fayed. This third scenario suggested that Milosevic could be
                        assassinated by causing his personal limousine to crash. Dr Fishwick proposed to arrange
                        the crash in a tunnel, because the proximity of concrete close to the road would ensure
                        that the crash would be sufficiently violent to cause death or serious injury, and
                        would also reduce the possibility that there might be independent, casual witnesses.
                        Dr Fishwick suggested that one way to cause the crash might be to disorientate the
                        chauffeur using a strobe flash gun, a device which is occasionally deployed by special
                        forces to, for example, disorientate helicopter pilots or terrorists, and about which
                        MI6 officers are briefed about during their training. In short, this scenario bore
                        remarkable similarities to the circumstances and witness accounts of the crash that
                        killed the Princess of Wales, Dodi Al Fayed, and Henri Paul. I firmly believe that
                        this document should be yielded by MI6 to the Judge investigating these deaths, and
                        would provide further leads that he could follow.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     During my service in MI6, I also learnt unofficially and second-hand something of
                        the links between MI6 and the Royal Household. MI6 are frequently and routinely asked
                        by the Royal Household (usually via the Foreign Office) to provide intelligence on
                        potential threats to members of the Royal Family whilst on overseas trips. This service
                        would frequently extend to asking friendly intelligence services (such as the CIA)
                        to place members of the Royal Family under discrete surveillance, ostensibly for their
                        own protection. This was particularly the case for the Princess of Wales, who often
                        insisted on doing without overt personal protection, even on overseas trips. Although
                        contact between MI6 and the Royal Household was officially only via the Foreign Office,
                        I learnt while in MI6 that there was unofficial direct contact between certain senior
                        and influential MI6 officers and senior members of the Royal Household. I did not
                        see any official papers on this subject, but I am confident that the information is
                        correct. I firmly believe that MI6 documents would yield substantial leads on the
                        nature of their links with the Royal Household, and would yield vital information
                        about MI6 surveillance on the Princess of Wales in the days leading to her death.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     I also learnt while in MI6 that one of the “paparazzi” photographers who routinely
                        followed the Princess of Wales was a member of “UKN,” a small corps of part-time MI6
                        agents who provide miscellaneous services to MI6 such as surveillance and photography
                        expertise. I do not know the identity of this photographer, or whether he was one
                        of the photographers present at the time of the fatal incident. However, I am confident
                        that examination of UKN records would yield the identity of this photographer, and
                        would enable the inquest to eliminate or further investigate that potential line of
                        enquiry.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     On Friday August 28 1998, I gave much of this information to Judge Hervé Stephan,
                        the French investigative Judge in charge of the inquest into the accident. The lengths
                        which MI6, the CIA and the DST have taken to deter me giving this evidence and subsequently
                        to stop me talking about it, suggests that they have something to hide.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     On Friday 31 July 1998, shortly before my appointment with Judge Hervé Stephan, the
                        DST arrested me in my Paris hotel room. Although I have no record of violent conduct
                        I was arrested with such ferocity and at gunpoint that I received a broken rib. I
                        was taken to the headquarters of the DST, and interrogated for 38 hours. Despite my
                        repeated requests, I was never given any justification for the arrest and was not
                        shown the arrest warrant. Even though I was released without charge, the DST confiscated
                        from me my laptop computer and Psion organiser. They illegally gave these to MI6 who
                        took them back to the UK. They were not returned for six months, which is illegal
                        and caused me great inconvenience and financial cost.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     On Friday 7th August 1998 I boarded a Qantas flight at Auckland International airport,
                        New Zealand, for a flight to Sydney, Australia where I was due to give a television
                        interview to the Australian Channel Nine television company. I was in my seat, awaiting
                        take off, when an official boarded the plane and told me to get off. At the airbridge,
                        he told me that the airline had received a fax “from Canberra” saying that there was
                        a problem with my travel papers. I immediately asked to see the fax, but I was told
                        that “it was not possible.” I believe that this is because it didn’t exist. This action
                        was a ploy to keep me in New Zealand so that the New Zealand police could take further
                        action against me. I had been back in my Auckland hotel room for about half an hour
                        when the New Zealand police and NZSIS, the New Zealand Secret Intelligence Service,
                        raided me. After being detained and searched for about three hours, they eventually
                        confiscated from me all my remaining computer equipment that the French DST had not
                        succeeded in taking from me. Again, I didn’t get some of these items back until six
                        months later.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     Moreover, shortly after I had given this evidence to Judge Stephan, I was invited
                        to talk about this evidence in a live television interview on America’s NBC television
                        channel. I flew from Geneva to JFK airport on Sunday 30 August to give the interview
                        in New York on the following Monday morning. Shortly after arrival at John F Kennedy
                        airport, the captain of the Swiss Air flight told all passengers to return to their
                        seats. Four US Immigration authority officers entered the plane, came straight to
                        my seat, asked for my passport as identity, and then frogmarched me off the plane.
                        I was taken to the immigration detention centre, photographed, fingerprinted, manacled
                        by my ankle to a chair for seven hours, served with deportation papers (exhibit 1)
                        and then returned on the next available plane to Geneva. I was not allowed to make
                        any telephone calls to the representatives of NBC awaiting me in the airport. The
                        US Immigration Officers—who were all openly sympathetic to my situation and apologised
                        for treating me so badly—openly admitted that they were acting under instructions
                        from the CIA.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     In January of this year, I booked a chalet in the village of Samoens in the French
                        Alps for a ten day snowboarding holiday with my parents. I picked up my parents from
                        Geneva airport in a hire car on the evening of January 8, and set off for the French
                        border. At the French customs post, our car was stopped and I was detained. Four officers
                        from the DST held me for four hours. At the end of this interview, I was served with
                        the deportation papers below (exhibit 2), and ordered to return to Switzerland. Note
                        that in the papers, my supposed destination has been changed from “Chamonix” to “Samoens.”
                        This is because when first questioned by a junior DST officer, I told him that my
                        destination was “Chamonix.” When a senior officer arrived an hour or so later, he
                        crossed out the word and changed it to “Samoens,” without ever even asking or confirming
                        this with me. I believe this is because MI6 had told them of my true destination,
                        having learnt the information through surveillance on my parent’s telephone in the
                        UK. My banning from France is entirely illegal under European law. I have a British
                        passport and am entitled to travel freely within the European Union. MI6 have “done
                        a deal” with the DST to have me banned, and have not used any recognised legal mechanism
                        to deny my rights to freedom of travel. I believe that the DST and MI6 have banned
                        me from France because they wanted to prevent me from giving further evidence to Judge
                        Stephan’s inquest, which at the time, I was planning to do.
                     

                  

                  
                  	
                     Whatever MI6’s role in the events leading to the death of the Princess of Wales, Dodi
                        Al Fayed and Henri Paul, I am absolutely certain that there is substantial evidence
                        in their files that would provide crucial evidence in establishing the exact causes
                        of this tragedy. I believe that they have gone to considerable lengths to obstruct
                        the course of justice by interfering with my freedom of speech and travel, and this
                        in my view confirms my belief that they have something to hide. I believe that the
                        protection given to MI6 files under the Official Secrets Act should be set aside in
                        the public interest in uncovering once and for all the truth behind these dramatic
                        and historically momentous events.
                     

                  

               

            

            Thus, according to Tomlinson, his former colleagues in SIS had run Fayed’s driver,
               Henri Paul, as an agent, who had been handled by the local station, and had also planned
               the assassination of the Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic. He also asserted that certain senior members of the royal household enjoyed a close
               but unofficial relationship with SIS. When cross-examined on these points in February
               2008, Sir Richard Dearlove, who had served as SIS’s chief between 1999 and 2004, flatly
               denied that any of his organization’s personnel had been involved in the Princess’s
               death and described the assertion that the Duke of Edinburgh had directed her assassination
               from Balmoral as “mischievous and fanciful.”
            

            
            Under cross-examination Dearlove acknowledged that a proposal had been made at a junior
               level to assassinate Milosevic, but he insisted that the suggestion had been quashed
               by that individual’s line manager, and it had gone no further.
            

         

         
         	DIEM, NGO DINH

         
         	
            On Saturday, 2 November 1963, President Diem of Vietnam and his brother Nhu were arrested
               soon after their escape from the Gia Long Palace in Saigon during a military coup
               which ended his family’s nine-year regime. They attempted to negotiate sanctuary at
               the Chinese embassy but were rebuffed and instead went to a Roman Catholic church,
               St. Francis Xavier, in Cholon, where they were apprehended. Their hands having been
               tied behind their backs, both men were placed in an armored personnel carrier for
               a journey by road to the Joint General Staff headquarters, but before they reached
               the Tan Son Nhut airbase they were shot dead by their escorts, Captain Nguyen Van
               Nhung and Major Duong Hieu Nghia.
            

            
            The plot to mount a military coup to replace Diem with a junta of Generals Big Minh,
               Don, Kim, Khiem, and Dinh had been in existence for months and had been known to,
               and approved by, the U.S. ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge; the local CIA station, then
               headed by acting chief David Smith; and the White House. As early as 9 July the DCI,
               John McCone, had briefed President Kennedy about an approach that had been suggested
               to the CIA’s Lucien Conein by a Vietnamese general. Subsequently Conein had been appointed
               to act as a liaison link between the plotter and the embassy. However, it appears
               that Diem’s murder had never been part of the plan, which in fact had called for the
               brothers to go into exile.
            

            
            By the end of August 1963, various plots and plotters had been identified, and the
               White House had established an executive committee to meet daily to assess developments.
               In October the CIA station chief John H. Richardson, a strong supporter of Diem who
               had been in the post since June 1962 (having previously served in Athens and Manila),
               was publicly identified in Saigon’s and Washington’s newspapers, and he was withdrawn.
               Meanwhile, the CIA had been authorized to fund the plotters and spent $42,000 on the
               project. When the coup took place, initial reports suggested the Diem brothers might
               have committed suicide, and this unconfirmed information was circulated by the CIA’s
               Ray Cline and the State Department. The full details of what really happened would
               not emerge for another fortnight.
            

            
            Robert McNamara recalled the moment when the National Security Council learned, on
               Saturday morning in the Cabinet Room, that the Diems had been killed. Kennedy had
               been handed a cable from the Saigon embassy by Michael Forrestal:
            

            
               He handed it to the President, who looked at it, stood up, and rushed from the room
                  without a word, looking pale and shaken.
               

            

            Bill Colby, the CIA’s chief of the Far East Division, who was also present, recorded
               that
            

            
               President Kennedy was obviously upset, distraught. I think that he felt a sense of
                  responsibility for it. Certainly he hadn’t anticipated it—whether he should have or
                  not is another matter.
               

            

            In 1975, when President Richard Nixon came to suspect that the Kennedy administration
               had ordered Diem’s assassination, one of the “plumbers,” former CIA officer E. Howard
               Hunt, had been assigned the task of finding the incriminating documentation. He failed
               in his mission, probably because there was no such proof or even contemplation of
               such an option.
            

         

         
         	DJINDJIC, ZORAN

         
         	
            The 51-year-old prime minister of Serbia, Zoran Djindjic was shot dead on 18 March
               2003 by a single round fired by a sniper from a building across the street in Belgrade
               as he arrived at the rear entrance to the main government building soon after midday
               for a meeting with the Council against Corruption. Djindjic’s bodyguard Milan Veruovic
               was wounded in the incident.
            

            
             The gunman, armed with a Heckler & Koch G3 assault rifle, was a Serbian soldier,
               Zvezdan Jovanovic, who had been acting under orders issued to him by Milorad Ulemek,
               formerly the commanding officer of the Serbian Ministry of the Interior State Security
               Service’s elite special operations unit, the JSO, known as the “Red Berets.”Although
               created in 1996 as an anti-terrorist force, the organization had acquired a disagreeable
               reputation during Slobodan Milosevic’s regime as an unaccountable secret police that
               had been responsible for eliminating his political opponents. The JSO was dismantled
               in March 2003 as the government declared a state of emergency, Operation SABRE, and
               began to round up suspects connected to organized crime.
            

            
             Also known as “the Snake,” Jovanovik was born in Kosovo in 1965 and served with the
               Red Berets, being promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. At his trial Jovanovik
               was convicted of murder and received 40 years’ imprisonment. Ulemek was given a sentence
               of 140 years, having been convicted of the assassination of both Djindjic and Ivan
               Stambolic, Serbia’s former president who had disappeared in August 2000 while jogging
               in a Belgrade park.
            

            
             Ulemek had joined the French Foreign Legion in 1986 and served for six years, having
               been promoted to sergeant, but in 1992 he deserted to join a Serb militia during the
               civil war. He then transferred to the JSO upon its formation and was held responsible
               for ordering Jovanovik to kill Djindjic. During the long period that he was supposedly
               a fugitive, until his surrender in May 2004, Ulemek lived in his own home and traveled
               abroad on a stolen Belgian passport, which was found to contain numerous Swiss and
               Greek entry stamps. He also possessed a diplomatic passport in the name of his Canadian
               former wife’s maiden name, Maja Lukovic, and a Croatian passport identifying him as
               Vlado Vukomanivic.
            

            
             Jovanovic, who was arrested on 24 March, and Ulemek were implicated by other members
               of the conspiracy, including his bodyguard Nenad Sare. The conspiracy had quickly
               unraveled despite their attempts to destroy the Volkswagen Passat in which the sniper
               had been driven to his vantage point and the burial of his weapon. When questioned,
               Johanovic claimed that he had been told by Ulemec that unless Djindjic was killed
               he would disband the JSO and extradite the members to The Hague to face charges of
               war crimes, as had happened to Milosevic. Convinced that it was his patriotic duty
               to assassinate the premier, and that he would be supported by senior politicians and
               the Ministry of the Interior, he had done so. There was also a widespread belief that
               the Western-leaning Djindjic intended to initiate Operation WITNESS to investigate
               links between the JSO and a notorious organized crime group known as the Zemun clan.
            

            
            Altogether 44 alleged conspirators were indicted, and 12 defendants were convicted
               in July 2005 of involvement in Djindjic’s assassination, including Rudomir Markovic,
               the former director of state security, and three other JSO personnel, Branislav Bercek,
               Dusan Maricic, and the deputy director of state security, Nenad Bujosevic. Also indicted
               were defendants already on trial in The Hague, Milosevic and his army commander Nebojsa
               Pavcovic. Some of those indicted were not prosecuted, and a few others, such as Ljubisa
               Buha, became witnesses.
            

         

         
         	DJUREKOVIC, STJEPAN

         
         	
            In July 1983 the former chief executive of Yugoslavia’s largest company, the state-owned oil business INA Marketing, was murdered in Wolfratshausen
               in the Federal Republic of Germany. Stjepan Djurekovic, who had defected in 1982 and
               become active in Croatian nationalist politics within the émigré community, was shot
               five times and bludgeoned with an axe in a garage owned by another exile, Krunoslav
               Prates, who had converted the building into a printing press. Krunoslav was convicted
               of the crime in July 2008 and sentenced in Munich to life imprisonment. According
               to the Federal German BND, Djurekovic had acted as a source between 1975 and 1983,
               submitting regular reports on Croat dissidents, but had ignored advice from his handlers
               to maintain a low profile and avoid taking an active role among émigré radicals. Instead
               he had used the large amounts of money he had received from the BND to publish books
               hostile to the Belgrade regime, thereby making himself a target.
            

            
             Based on his testimony, two former senior officers in the UDBA were arrested and
               extradited in April 2014 to face trial in Germany. Zoravko Mustac was apprehended
               in Belgrade, and his subordinate, Josip Perkovic, was taken into custody in Zagreb.
               One of the prosecution witnesses who gave evidence against the two defendants was
               another UDBA officer, Ivan Bandic, who had represented the organization in Mostar.
            

            
            The murder, code-named DUNAV, was one of many, perhaps up to 44, thought to have been
               committed by the UDBA. In 1978 the Croatian writer Bruno Busic was murdered in Paris.
               His alleged killer, Vinko Sindicic, was acquitted of the crime in June 2005, but in
               July 2016 he named the killers as Branko Bijelic, who died in 2004, and Luka Sekula,
               who had emigrated to Sweden. Sindicic previously had been jailed in Scotland in 1989
               for his attempt to assassinate another émigré, Nikola Stedul.
            

         

         
         	DOBINSON, JANET

         
         	
            Supposedly a senior, 42-year-old MI5 officer attempting to recruit an assassin, “Janet
               Dobinson” was an online alias adopted by John, a 14-year-old grammar school pupil
               in Manchester of mixed Anglo-Pakistani parentage. He used text messages and an Internet
               chat room to persuade an acquaintance, Mark, who was two years older, to commit murder
               in June 2003. Bizarrely, the target for assassination was himself, and he ended up
               with serious stab wounds which pierced a kidney and penetrated his liver and stomach.
            

            
             A gullible teenager, Mark became convinced that he had been designated Agent 47695
               and selected for training as an SIS assassin, and that he was soon to meet Prime Minister
               Tony Blair, receive a handgun, and be paid £500,000 in cash, but he would first have
               to be tested by killing his friend who, it was alleged, was dying of a brain tumor.
            

            
             On the evening of the attack in Altricham, on Saturday 28 June 2003, the two young
               men exchanged messages, and the assassin asked, “U want me 2 take him 2 trafford centre
               and kill him in the middle of trafford centre?” The reply was simply “Yes.” Then John
               and Mark met, bought a kitchen knife, and John was stabbed, but he claimed to the
               police that he did not know why his friend had done so.
            

            
             When the police investigation led by Detective Chief Inspector Julian Ross uncovered
               the bizarre truth, that John was actually Janet Dobinson, supposedly based in London,
               and had himself orchestrated the entire episode, John pleaded guilty at Manchester
               Crown Court in May 2004 to incitement to murder and perverting the course of justice.
               He was also given a three-year supervision order and banned from contacting Mark or
               using the Internet without strict adult supervision. Apparently he had been quite
               determined to end his own life and had not resorted to the abort code, “6969,” supplied
               by Janet Dobinson. His assailant was given a two-year supervision order for attempted
               murder.
            

            
             During the police examination of the boys’ computers, evidence emerged that John
               had employed numerous aliases to dupe his friend, among them a 16-year-old girl, Rachel
               West, who tricked him into masturbating on a webcam. John also masqueraded as Rachel’s
               step-brother before inventing the Janet Dobinson persona and using the names Lyndsey
               East, Rachel East, Kevin McGregory, and Dave McNeil.
            

         

         
         	DOCTORS’ PLOT

         
         	
            In 1951 an NKVD scientist, Dr. Grigori Maironovsky, was arrested on suspicion that
               he had been part of a Zionist conspiracy, supposedly encouraged by Victor Abakumov
               and Leonid Eitingon, to assassinate Stalin and the top Soviet leadership. Maironovsky
               had been the director of the NKVD’s laboratory, which had developed a variety of lethal
               substances that were employed over many years to eliminate Lavrenti Beria’s political
               opponents. Under interrogation by Mikhail Ryumin, Maironovsky not only confessed to
               his role in what would become known as the Doctors’ Plot but also implicated many
               others, including Abakumov, the intelligence professional who had headed Smersh between 1943 and 1946. According to Ryumin, who reported directly to Stalin, Abakumov
               had failed to identify, investigate, or neutralize the conspiracy, which had been
               organized by a group of Jewish physicians who had already killed several leading Bolsheviks,
               including Andrei Zhdanov, allegedly poisoned by Professor Yakoov Etinger in August
               1948; Aleksandr Shcherbakov, murdered in May 1945; General Sergei Schemenko; Marshals
               Aleksandr Vasilevsky, Leonid Govotov, and Ivan Konev; and Admiral Gorday Levchenko.
               In reality, all had died of natural causes, although in couple of cases of acute alcoholism
               had been concealed.
            

            
             In January 1953 nine doctors were arrested and charged with conspiracy to murder
               and spying for British and American intelligence agencies, but the case was dropped
               and the defendants were exonerated when an investigation revealed torture and false
               confessions. Abakumov, accused of having killed Eitingon to silence him, was himself
               arrested and eventually executed in December 1954, his accuser, Ryumin, having been
               shot in July 1954.
            

            
             Stalin’s death in March 1953 eliminated any political incentive to perpetuate the
               myth of the Doctors’ Plot, and the purge, which had resulted in hundreds of arrests
               and a wave of anti-Semitism, was concluded. At a secret trial, Maironovsky was convicted
               of illegal possession of poisons and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment. He died
               in 1964.
            

         

         
         	DONOVAN, WILLIAM

         
         	
            On 29 November 1949 the former head of the wartime OSS, General “Wild Bill” Donovan,
               was in correspondence with an unknown individual who gave him advice about untraceable
               methods of murder.
            

            
               Dear Bill,

               
               I regret taking so long to supply you with my thoughts on the problem you raised when
                  I saw you last. Rather than attempt to organize a logical outline of all the means
                  by which the type of activity you mentioned might be accomplished, I am simply setting
                  down the means I think might be most efficacious.
               

               
               You will recall that I mentioned that the local circumstances under which a given
                  means might be used might suggest the technique to be used in that case. I think that
                  gross divisions in presenting this subject might be (1) bodies left with no hope of
                  the cause of death being determined by the most complete autopsy and chemical examination,
                  (2) bodies left in such circumstances as to simulate accidental death, (3) bodies
                  left in such circumstances as to simulate suicidal death, and (4) bodies left with
                  residua that simulate those caused by natural diseases.
               

               
               I believe there are two chemical substances which would be most useful in that they
                  would leave no characteristic findings, and the quantities needed could be easily
                  transported to the places where they would be used. One of these, sodium fluoacetate,
                  when ingested in sufficient quantities to cause death does not cause characteristic
                  pathological lesions nor does it increase the amount of fluorine in the body to such
                  a degree that it can be detected by quantitative methods. The other chemical substance
                  I have in mind is tetraethyl lead, which as you know, could be dropped on the skin
                  in a very small quantities, producing no local lesion, and after a quick death no
                  specific pathological evidences of the tetraethyl lead would be present.
               

               
               If an individual could be placed into a relatively tightly sealed small room with
                  a block of CO2 ice, it is highly probable that his death would result and that there
                  would be no chances of the circumstances being detected. It is highly probable, though,
                  that there would be a period of hyperactivity in the course of such a death.
               

               
               Another possibility would be the exposure of the entire individual to X-ray. When
                  the whole body is exposed, a relatively small amount of radiation is sufficient to
                  produce effects that would lead to death within a few weeks, and it is highly probable
                  that sporadic deaths of this kind would be considered as due to blood dyscrasias.
                  As little as 800r could do it.
               

               
               If it were possible to subject the individual to a cold environment, he would freeze
                  to death when his body temperature reached around 70 degrees, and there is no anatomic
                  lesion that is diagnostic in such cases.
               

               
               There are two further techniques which I believe should be mentioned since they would
                  require no special equipment besides a strong arm and the will to do the job. These
                  would be either to smother the victim with a pillow or to strangle him with a wide
                  piece of cloth such as a bath towel. In such cases, there is no specific anatomic
                  change to indicate the cause of death, though there may be sensual petechiae and marked
                  visceral congestion which would suggest strangulation along with some other possibilities.
               

               
               I hope you will forgive the random way in which I have set these things down, and
                  I am sure that there may be many toxic alkaloids, and other chemical substances which
                  might be used, but of which I am sure you have as much information available (or intrinsic
                  knowledge) as I have. If I can be of any further aid to you I hope you will call on
                  me.
               

            

            In a second letter the consultant concluded:

            
               I agree with your assumption that falls from high places are simplest to carry out
                  and most effective. . . . [The] treatment of coffee or a drink beforehand, thus allowing
                  others to participate in the scenario as described, is encouraged. In the proper settings,
                  simulated suicide is foolproof.
               

            

            The letters were declassified and released in 1977, but at the time it was written
               Donovan had not been in government service since OSS had been dismantled in September
               1945. Rather, he was acting as a partner in his New York law firm, Donovan, Leisure,
               Newton & Irvine. However, the document would frequently be cited as proof that the
               CIA, an organization created in 1947, was engaged in murder and assassination at an
               early stage in its existence.
            

         

         
         	007

         
         	
            In his first James Bond novel, Casino Royale, published in 1953, Ian Fleming introduced the “00 Section,” staffed by SIS personnel
               licensed to kill, and explained that his hero had already undertaken numerous assignments
               and gained his “Double 0” status during the war by killing “a Japanese cipher expert
               in New York and a Norwegian double agent in Stockholm.”
            

            
             Part of Fleming’s plot, which referred to the existence of a Soviet intelligence
               organization known as Smersh, involved the death of Bond’s putative killer in France
               who dies when his bomb detonates prematurely. Fleming claimed that he had drawn on
               a real event, the attempt on the life of the German ambassador to Turkey, Franz von Papen, in February 1942. On that occasion von Papen’s assailant was blown up by his own
               bomb.
            

            
             In February 2008 the then current SIS chief, Sir Richard Dearlove, gave evidence
               to the inquest held by the coroner, Lord Justice Scott Baker, into the death of Princess
               Diana and addressed the issue of assassination. Under cross-examination by the coroner’s
               counsel, Ian Burnett QC, Dearlove denied ever having authorized assassination. Specifically,
               he denied ever having authorized the use of lethal force but acknowledged that the
               1994 Intelligence Services Act allowed SIS to conduct illegal activities overseas.
               He also described a “Class Seven Authorization” as a written approval from the Foreign
               Secretary to break the law.
            

         

         
         	DOWNING STREET ATTACK

         
         	
            On 7 February 1991 John Major’s cabinet escaped a Provisional Irish Republican Army mortar attack when three Mark 10 rounds were fired on 10 Downing Street through the
               roof of a Ford transit van parked 200 yards away in Whitehall. One shell detonated
               in No 10’s garden, shattering the window of the Cabinet Room, but nobody was seriously
               injured.
            

         

         
         	DUBLIN CASTLE MASSACRE

         
         	
            During World War I the British army established a CIS, a dedicated unit based at Dublin
               Castle, drawn partly from the Dublin District Special Branch and headed by Colonel
               Ormonde Winter, which operated against the IRA. The organization was effectively destroyed
               on Bloody Sunday, 21 November 1920, when IRA gunmen shot 14 CIS officers and killed
               a further two members of the RIC.
            

            
             On the morning of 21 November, IRA assassins, coordinated by Michael Collins and
               Richard Mulcahy, called simultaneously at various different addresses across Dublin
               and murdered 11 British army officers, one Royal Irish Constabulary sergeant, two
               members of the Auxiliary Division, and one suspected informant. The gunmen included
               Peadar Clancy, Tom Cullen, Dick McKee, Liam Tobin, Frank Thornton, and Oscar Traynor,
               and they were armed with revolvers, sledgehammers, and a list of targets that had
               been compiled over several months of observation and information acquired from IRA
               penetration agents.
            

            
            The first raid, at nine o’clock conducted by Mick Flanagan, was at 28 Pembroke Street,
               where Major Charles Dowling, Captain Leonard Price, and Captain Brian Keenlyside were
               shot dead as their rooms were searched and papers removed by one of the gunmen, Andrew
               Cooney. Mortally wounded, Colonel Hugh Montgomery died three weeks later. Another
               officer who was visiting the address, Colonel Wilfred Woodcock, was wounded but survived.
            

            
             The second raid was on the terraced house at 117 Morehampton Road in Dublin’s southern
               suburb of Donnybrook, where Lieutenant Donald Maclean and a suspected informer, T.
               J. Smith, were shot dead.
            

            
             The third raid took place a short distance away, at 92 Lower Baggott Street, where
               Captain William Newberry was shot dead by Bill Stapleton and Joe Leonard.
            

            
             The fourth raid, on 38 Upper Mount Street, resulted in the murder of Lieutenant Peter
               Ames and Captain George Bennett, who were shot by Vincent Byrne and his companions.
            

            
             The fifth raid was on 28 Earlsfort Terrace, where an RIC sergeant, John Fitzgerald,
               was shot twice in the head.
            

            
             The sixth raid was on 22 Lower Mount Street, where Lieutenant Henry Angliss and Lieutenant
               Charles Peel, both experienced intelligence officers who had served in the North Russia
               campaign, were shot by gunmen led by Tom Keogh. Peel survived his wounds.
            

            
            The seventh raid, on 119 Baggott Street, resulted in the death of a military lawyer,
               Captain Geoffrey Baggallay.
            

            
            The eighth and last raid was on the Gresham Hotel, where a Roman Catholic veterinarian
               surgeon, Captain Patrick McCormack, was shot in his bed in a case of mistaken identity,
               and Lieutenant Leonard Wilde was killed as he answered a knock on his door.
            

            
            Three men accused of participating in the raids were arrested and convicted, of whom
               Patrick Moran and Thomas Wheelan were hanged in March 1921, Frank Teeling having escaped
               from Kilmainham Gaol.
            

            
            Several CIS officers experienced narrow escapes but, obviously compromised, were quickly
               transferred to the mainland. Ormonde Winter dismantled the CIS in 1922 and was transferred
               as director of resettlement in the Irish Office until 1924 when he retired. He published
               his memoirs, Winter’s Tale, in 1955 and died in February 1962 in Worthing, Sussex. Michael Collins would be
               elected in 1919 to the first Dail to represent the Cork South constituency, but during
               the subsequent Irish Civil War he was ambushed in August 1922 at a crossroads outside
               Béal na Bláth near Cork while returning to the city after a tour of the area, driving
               in an armored vehicle. Collins was killed by a head wound, but no other details of
               the incident have ever been disclosed, so the number and names of his assailants,
               known to be Collins’s political opponents, remain unknown.
            

         

         
         	DUCK

         
         	
            According to Pavel  Sudoplatov, the “elimination” of Leon  Trotsky had been entrusted first to Sergei Spiegelglas in 1937 but, uncharacteristically,
               he had done next to nothing, although his ruthless reputation as head of the NKVD’s
               Foreign Department was founded on his masterminding the abduction of General Eugene Miller in Paris. Spiegelglas’s intelligence career was legendary, having operated as an
               illegal in China and having run a fishmonger’s shop in the Boulevard Montmartre as
               cover. Ironically, Spiegelglas himself was to suffer a similar fate, for he was arrested
               in 1938 and shot as “an enemy of the people.”
            

            
             When responsibility for Trotsky’s assassination passed to Sudoplatov, he engaged
               an experienced illegal, Leonid Eitingon, to carry out the operation. Eitingon had
               served in Shanghai and then Harbin as rezident, and in 1930 he was dispatched to California to build an illegal network. After two
               years in the United States, Eitingon returned to Moscow for his next assignment, as
               “General Kotov,” deputy rezident in charge of guerrilla operations in Spain, as a subordinate to Alexander Orlov.
               When Orlov suddenly disappeared in July 1938, taking himself and his family to Canada
               and then America, Eitingon was appointed rezident, but at the end of the civil war he was forced to flee to Paris where he undertook
               a damage limitation exercise on Orlov’s organization. He also supervised a penetration
               of Trotsky’s movement with Ramon Mercader, whom he had recruited in Barcelona and
               sent to Paris in the guise of a wealthy playboy.
            

            
             The NKVD recognized that “liquidating” Trotsky would be no easy matter for it was
               obvious that he had been alerted to the existence of a plot, either by Ignace  Reiss or Orlov, or both. Reiss’s murder had merely served once again to demonstrate the
               organization’s ruthless efficiency, which Trotsky probably never doubted anyway, but
               unlike Orlov he would not have known any detailed plans. Orlov, of course, had been
               a trusted, senior figure who had enjoyed unrestricted access to the NKVD’s attempts
               to outmaneuver Trotsky. As rezident in Spain he had been at the forefront of the internecine conflict that had raged in
               the competing Republican ranks, and the characteristic skill and speed with which
               he had executed his unexpected vanishing act, taking his wife, young daughter, and
               a large quantity of cash with him, confirmed the pessimists’ worst fears. Orlov knew
               too many secrets, and if he truly had defected to a Western security agency, he possessed
               the potential to create havoc among the NKVD’s vulnerable illegal networks across
               Europe. The fact that no such damage had materialized, with the sudden arrest of agents
               and sources, accompanied by raids on safe houses and the expulsion of members of the
               “legal” apparatus working under diplomatic cover, was little comfort and merely fed
               the paranoia of those who feared the worst. Orlov had disappeared overnight from his
               wife’s rented house across the French frontier in what was obviously a well-planned
               operation. Orlov knew better than most how to cover his tracks, and on this occasion
               he exercised the professionalism for which he was famed. In Moscow the conclusion
               was obvious. Orlov would have put an already cautious Trotsky on his guard.
            

            
             Despite the enormity of their task, Eitingon and Sudoplatov laid their plans for
               DUCK and selected Ramon as just one of a group of several illegals that had been planted
               around Trotsky. According to Sudoplatov, the NKVD already possessed three sources
               close to their target, although the best placed, Maria de la Sierra, who had been
               his secretary since his stay in Norway in 1935, had been hurriedly withdrawn to Moscow
               after Orlov’s defection in case she had been compromised. The second agent was an
               Englishman named Morrison, code-named HARRY, who enjoyed a useful connection with
               the gendarmerie in the 7th arrondissement and had access to police rubber stamps.
               Apparently HARRY was to play a role in the theft of the Trotskyite movement’s records
               in December 1939.
            

            
             Another important NKVD agent was Mark Zborowski, who had befriended Trotsky’s son
               and after his death had been entrusted with editing the Bulletin. Finally, Sudoplatov and Eitingon recruited two Spanish Civil War veterans, David
               Siqueiros and Joseph Grigulevich. The son of a pharmacist in Argentina, Grigulevich
               was an experienced agent who was to play a key role in Operation DUCK, and he was
               sent to Mexico in January 1940. Although Siqueiros was a founder of the Mexican Communist
               Party, he was thought to be free of suspicion and likely to get close to Trotsky.
               In the event, he bungled the first raid on Trotsky’s home, was arrested, and then
               fled the country.
            

            
            In June 1939 Sudoplatov and Eitingon adopted false identities for a journey to France
               via Odessa, Athens, and Marseilles. Having arrived in Paris by train, Eitingon gave
               Ramon and Caridad a crash course in espionage tradecraft in anticipation of their
               departure from Le Havre for the United States in August, while Sudoplatov briefed
               David Siqueiros on his mission. Eitingon had intended to follow the Mercaders across
               the Atlantic, but he was delayed by an unexpected problem. His chosen false identity
               happened to be Polish, which made him eligible for military service or internment,
               and therefore unable to acquire an American visa, when war was declared. Accordingly,
               he was obliged to turn for help to the local rezident, Lev Tarasov, who operated under consular cover, and he arranged for Eitingon to
               be committed as a mental patient to a psychiatric clinic run by a Russian émigré,
               holding papers showing him to be a Syrian Jew, until HARRY could arrange the necessary
               documentation. When finally Eitingon was able to travel to New York in October 1939,
               having changed his name to Leonov and his appearance by growing a moustache, he established
               an import-export company as a convenient commercial cover in Brooklyn and took personal
               control of Operation DUCK. Ramon received his instructions and financial support from
               Eitingon, who also supervised the parallel independent networks headed by David Siqueiros
               and Joseph Grigulevich.
            

            
            According to Sudoplatov’s version of the attack carried out on 23 May 1942, Sheldon
               Harte was shot dead because he had recognized Grigulevich as one of the gunmen, and
               in fact the Mexican police arrested only Siqueiros, which served to divert attention
               away from Eitingon’s other two networks. News of Trotsky’s survival was transmitted
               to Eitingon in New York, and he routed it to Moscow via a Soviet ship’s radio room
               which relayed it through Lev Tarasov in Paris. By the time his message reached Lavrenti
               Beria, details of the bungled assassination attempt had been broadcast by the TASS
               news agency.
            

            
            Although disappointed by the failure, neither Beria nor Stalin were deterred, and
               Sudoplatov was ordered to make another attempt, so this led Eitingon to travel to
               a safe house in Mexico City where he approached the Mercaders. Both mother and son
               agreed to his plan, which called for Ramon to kill Trotsky with a weapon that could
               be concealed, perhaps a knife or club, rejecting Eitingon’s original proposal for
               Ramon to shoot Trotsky while Eitingon and Caridad, supported by a small team of five
               gunmen, diverted the attention of the bodyguards. Ramon, who had experience of close-quarters
               combat in Spain, preferred the simpler scheme, and this was the basis of his attack
               on 20 August, but he was seized by the guards before he could make his escape and
               meet Eitingon and his mother who were waiting outside in a getaway car.
            

            
            When the alarm was raised and it was obvious Ramon was not going to emerge, Eitingon
               and Caridad were forced to drive off, eventually making their way to Cuba, while Grigulevich
               fled to California. They remained in hiding in Cuba for six months before sailing
               for New York where they acquired new identities for a lengthy journey to Moscow, which
               took them via Los Angeles, San Francisco, a ship to China in February 1941, and finally
               the Trans-Siberian Railway. As for Grigulevich, he was later to set himself up with
               a drugstore in New Mexico and participate as a courier in ENORMOZ, the highly successful
               joint NKVD-GRU penetration of the Manhattan Project, then centered at Los Alamos,
               outside Santa Fe.
            

            
            Sudoplatov’s story, released in 1994, was the first authoritative account from Moscow
               of what had really happened, and it was to be followed two years later with further
               disclosures by Trotsky’s biographer, Dmitri Volkogonov, who had researched some of
               the KGB’s previously classified files. With the benefit of Sudoplatov’s account, which
               was written from memory without access to the files, Volkogonov was able to trawl
               through the archives to verify his version. He was also able to discover a little
               more about the assassination plot, interview Sudoplatov, and identify more of the
               participants.
            

            
            Volkogonov learned that Eitingon had assembled an impressive team in Mexico, among
               them three veterans of the Spanish Civil War named Martinez, Alvarez, and Ximenez,
               and an experienced NKVD officer whom he called Rabinovich. Quite who these individuals
               were remains unclear, although the description of Rabinovich as an old Chekist who
               was allowed to meet Mercader suggests he was an experienced intelligence officer.
               Volkogonov also found references to two other mysterious agents with access to Trotsky’s
               inner circle. One was a woman whose identity had never been disclosed and whom Sudoplatov
               was anxious to protect even after the publication of his memoirs, in which he made
               no reference to her. He told Volkogonov that she had been in the house, had participated
               in other operations, and had died in Moscow in the 1980s. Another curiosity is the
               series of messages retrieved from the files by Volkogonov attributed to “Agent West”
               who clearly was well informed and had escaped all suspicion.
            

         

         
         	DUDAYEV, DZHOKHAR

         
         	
            The first president of Chechnya’s Ichkenia republic and a former Soviet air force
               major-general, Dzhokhar Dudayev was killed on 21 April 1996, apparently by a Russian
               laser-guided missile fired from a Suhkoi-25 Frogfoot as he answered a call on his satphone outside an isolated wood near the village of
               Gekhi-Chu, 18 miles southwest of the capital, Grozny. His death proved to be politically
               significant in the region and led to the collapse of the Chechen separatist movement.
            

            
             The precise circumstances of his death remain unclear, as witnesses mentioned two
               distinct explosions, perhaps suggesting that there was a rocket attack and either
               a car bomb or some booby trap in the vicinity. Western intelligence analysts also
               doubted that the Russians possessed the highly sophisticated technology necessary
               to intercept Dudayev’s satellite communications and thereby identify his exact location
               in sufficient time to deploy the single-seater, ground-attack aircraft, committed
               in action throughout the Afghan occupation and equipped with a missile system which
               would probably have been dependent on a laser-illuminated target. Analysts thought
               it more likely that the munition involved was an S-24 240 mm unguided rocket.
            

            
             Regarded as a living legend among the Chechens, Dudayev had commanded the 132nd Heavy
               Bomber Aviation Regiment, a Soviet long-range nuclear bomber wing of Tupolev-16s at
               Raadi, outside Tartu in Estonia, in 1990 and had refused the Kremlin’s orders to suppress
               the local independence movement.
            

            
             Dydatev was succeeded by his vice president, Zelimkhan Yandarbiev, who would be assassinated in exile in Qatar in February 2004.
            

         

      


      E

      
      
      
         
         	EDWARD VIII

         
         	
            On the morning of 16 July 1936, during a mounted parade outside Buckingham Palace,
               George McMahon approached King Edward VIII with a loaded revolver when Special Constable
               Anthony Dick intervened to disarm him. During the scuffle the gun fell to the ground,
               hitting the hindquarters of the king’s horse. McMahon was taken into custody at Hyde
               Park police station by Chief Inspector Sands who searched him and found two rounds
               of ammunition and a picture postcard of the king.
            

            
            A Special Branch investigation established that McMahon had been born in Dublin as
               Jerome Bannigan. At his trial at the Old Bailey in September 1936 he claimed that
               he had been paid £150 by a foreign power to assassinate Edward. He asserted that he
               had deliberately bungled the attack about which he had already informed an MI5 officer
               identified as “Major K. C.” His defense was rejected, and he was sentenced to a year’s
               hard labor.
            

            
            McMahon, who already had three convictions for minor fraud, had been living in Westbourne
               Terrace in the same house as May Galley, a woman closely associated with members of
               the German Communist Party, one of whom was Edith Suschitzsky, a Soviet spy implicated
               in the celebrated 1938 Woolwich Arsenal espionage case.
            

            
            After his release from prison McMahon was denounced as a Nazi sympathizer, and in
               May 1940 he was again in trouble with the police when he was found to be in possession
               of five oil paintings, including Gainsborough’s Countess of Chesterfield, which had been stolen in 1927. McMahon and his wife Rose had been employed by Nathan
               Metheun, a mentally unstable art dealer with a gallery in the Old Brompton Road, as
               a caretaker at his home at 13 Park Crescent, W1. No further action was taken against
               him.
            

            
            After the war McMahon came under periodic scrutiny by MI5 until 1951. He died in 1970.

         

         
         	EINSATZGRUPPEN

         
         	
            During the Cold War the East German intelligence agency, the MFS, created a secret
               unit trained to assassinate targets in the Federal Republic but leave no trace so
               the deaths would be attributed to suicide, accident, violent crime, or terrorism.
               The existence of the Einsatzgruppen became known in 1989 when the Stasi files were
               examined and were found to contain a reference dating back to 1979 when Erich Mielke was heard to boast at a private Stasi gathering about several recent murders, including
               those of a cross-border smuggler, Wolfgang Welsch, and his family who were killed
               with meatballs laced with thallium.
            

            
             The files revealed that the so-called Zersetzung (Corrosion) techniques, which included the drilling of car brake linings and the
               synthesis of fast-acting poisons, had been approved by the section’s head in Berlin,
               designated XX BV, Manfred Häbler, and his deputy Manfred Bronder who liaised closely
               with the HA XX chief, Paul Kienberg.
            

            
             One of the first murders planned, but not executed, was that of Rudi Thurow, a former
               East German border guard who was famous for his spectacular escape to the West in
               February 1962. Karl Kleinberg of the Stasi intended to kill him and make the attack
               look like a robbery, but the opportunity never arose and the scheme was abandoned.
            

            
             Although the Stasi tended to use euphemisms, a document signed by the ADM/S chief,
               Colonel Heinz Stocker, and dated 15 April 1981 explicitly referred to an order numbered
               107/64 which required the Einsatzgruppen to operate in peacetime, but to be ready
               to act in the event of armed conflict against the enemy and its hinterland, prompting
               the organization to be described as a “murder squad” dedicated to the liquidation
               of traitors and the elimination of individuals said to be leaders of terrorist groups
               directed against the GDR.
            

            
            Characteristically, the East German regime applied the term “liquidation” to mean
               murder, and a Stasi handbook clearly defined the Einsatzgruppen’s operational activities
               as destruction, as in sabotage of objects and property, whereas the other references
               suggested unambiguous personal physical extermination, mentioning abduction and disappearances.
               The definitions included shooting, stabbing, burning, shattering, strangulation, slaying,
               poisoning, and suffocation.
            

            
            The Stasi files revealed discussions about the relative merits of targeted liquidation,
               hostage taking, kidnapping, arson, and attacks on specific imperialist institutions,
               recalling the bombing of the RFE headquarters in Munich in February 1981. This incident
               was cited as an example of a combat role camouflaged as conventional crime. In reality,
               the attack had been sponsored by the Stasi and undertaken by a Swiss, Bruno Breguet,
               who detonated a device consisting of 20 kilos of plastic explosives on a wall at ground
               level outside the Czech broadcast service, injuring six people. Operating from a safe
               house in Budapest, the Stasi had trained Breguet and two German Red Army Faction members, Magdalena Kopp and Johannes Weinrich, to complete the assignment. At the
               time Kopp was the girlfriend of Ramirez “Carlos the Jackal” Sanchez, and Weinrich
               was a fugitive, having been implicated in an unsuccessful rocket attack on an El Al
               jet at Orly in January 1974.
            

            
            The Stasi records showed how Carlos and Kopp had traveled to Damascus in February
               1980 to receive weapons and Syrian diplomatic passports but had acquired the explosives
               and remote detonation equipment from “Andre,” a Romanian DIE officer.
            

            
            Weinrich’s notes from a conference held in Budapest in October 1980 showed that it
               had been attended by representatives from ETA, the Swiss Prima Linea group, the Red Brigades from Italy, the PFLP, and the Red Army Faction. The result was agreement to allow access to and support from Syrian embassies in
               East Berlin, Budapest, Prague, and Sofia, and to supply the operation, code-named
               TANGO, with a small arsenal of weaponry, including eight radios, nine pistols (two
               fitted with silencers), and five grenades, in anticipation of the initial reconnaissance
               in Munich which began in November 1980.
            

            
            When the attack took place, on a Saturday evening when the building was poorly staffed,
               the terrorists fled to Bucharest where the Securitate provided them with sanctuary
               before they returned to the Stasi’s protection in Berlin.
            

            
            The files also revealed that the Hungarian AVH tried to persuade the Cuban DGI to
               accept Carlos in April 1981 as his notoriety escalated, but Havana declined the offer.
               However, he was persuaded by the Stasi’s Helmut Voigt to suspend his activities in
               February 1981 during the CPSU’s 26th Party Congress, and again in November 1981 for
               the period of Leonid Brezhnev’s visit to Bonn. Carlos was also asked to use his influence
               with the Armenian Liberation Front to reduce their attacks temporarily.
            

            
            The Stasi’s choreography of European terrorism, and its relationship with Carlos,
               whose group was code-named SEPARAT, went undiscovered by Western intelligence agencies,
               although in April 1981 the arrest of Georgio Bellini on a train from Switzerland created
               concern. The owner of a Zurich bookstore, he was jailed in Munich for nine months,
               and the setback was discussed by the Stasi with their Hungarian counterparts because
               of the extent of his knowledge. Although he never disclosed what he knew, the Stasi,
               with Soviet, Hungarian, Bulgarian, and Czech support, encouraged Carlos to move his
               base to Damascus, but in February 1982 Kopp and Breuget were arrested in Paris in
               possession of a car containing explosives. In retaliation Carlos bombed the Paris-Toulon
               Express, killing five passengers, and on the day of the trial he detonated a car bomb
               that killed one and injured another 63. He also bombed the Marseilles railway station
               in December 1983 and in January 1984 attacked a French cultural center in Lebanon.
               Despite the intimidation and threats, Kopp was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment
               and Breguet to five. Their loss hampered Carlos who complained to the Stasi that his
               limited financial support from the Syrians was running low, but this had recovered
               by June 1986 when he took up residence in Belgrade. Kopp and Breuget were imprisoned
               in 1982 but paroled in 1985.
            

            
            In 1989 Voigt disappeared to Greece but was arrested in 1992, extradited to Germany
               in 1993, and tried in April 1994 when he was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment.
               The star prosecution witness against him was Nabil Charitah, a defector from the Syrian
               Mukhabarat rezidentura in East Berlin. Vogt’s subordinate Habler died in a fall from a window in 1990. Kienberg,
               who retired from the Stasi in 1989, died in Erfurt in October 2013. Carlos was caught
               by the CIA in Sudan in August 1994 and transferred to Paris while Kopp and their daughter
               moved to Valencia in Venezuela. She later returned to Neu-Ulm in Germany where she
               died in June 2015. Weinrich was arrested in Yemen in 1995 and extradited to Germany.
               Breuget moved to Greece but disappeared in November 1995 while a passenger on the
               ferry Lato from Bari. Carlos is currently serving a life sentence in Clairvaux prison.
            

         

         
         	EISENHOWER, DWIGHT D

         
         	
            In January 1945 the counter-intelligence branch of Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary
               Force learned of a German plot to assassinate General Dwight D. Eisenhower. Code-named
               GREIF, the SD had recruited a group of Jagdverband dressed in U.S. Army uniforms to
               infiltrate the American lines in the Ardennes, seize strategic sites such as bridges
               across the Meuse and crossroads, and penetrate the supreme allied commander’s headquarters
               in Paris. The project had been managed by Otto Skorzeny from his base at Neustrelitz
               and was alleged to include an attempt on Eisenhower’s life. Accordingly, the general
               was removed from his quarters at the Trianon Palace Hotel in Versailles and kept in
               seclusion from 19 to 28 December 1944 as 44 German troops in British and American
               uniforms crossed the front lines. Two days earlier three German commandos, Manfred
               Pernass, Gunther Billing, and Wilhelm Schmidt, had been captured at Aywaille and had
               disclosed GREIF’s details. They were executed by a U.S. 1st Army firing squad at Henri-Chapelle
               on 23 December. Of the infiltrators, only eight survived, with 16 executed and the
               remainder killed in action.
            

            
             In London, news of Skorzeny’s plan reached MI5, as Guy Liddell recorded in his diary,
               with characteristic skepticism on 21 December 1944:
            

            
               Five of the parachutists who have been captured report that sixty Germans, dressed
                  as American officers complete with Chesterfields, Lucky Strikes and Jeeps are heading
                  for Paris where they intend to assassinate General Eisenhower. They are said to be
                  led by Otto Skorzeny himself. This may be true. On the other hand, it is not altogether
                  unlikely that it is part of a jitter campaign.
               

            

            Following the invasion of Italy, reports circulated in Allied counter-intelligence
               circles that the SD had adopted a strategy of assassination, and on 5 May 1944, MI5
               reported to Prime Minister Winston Churchill:
            

            
               Three more saboteurs belonging to Himmler’s organisation have been arrested in Italy.
                  They had been instructed to destroy one target of the ordinary type, and in addition
                  to assassinate Generals Alexander and Mark Clark.
               

            

         

         
         	EWART-BIGGS, SIR CHRISTOPHER

         
         	
            The newly appointed British ambassador in Dublin, Christopher Ewart-Biggs, was killed
               on 21 July 1976 when a massive land mine was detonated as his limousine passed over
               it just 150 yards from his official residence in the suburb of Sandyford. Also killed
               was a Northern Ireland Office private secretary, Judith Cooke. Two others in the car,
               the driver and Sir Brian Cubbon, were injured.
            

            
             Nobody was ever arrested for the crime, but Garda detectives recovered a partial
               fingerprint from a safety helmet left at the scene and matched it to Martin Taylor,
               a member of the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA). Originally from Belfast, Taylor had been interned in 1971 but escaped in
               January 1972 with six others from HMS Maidstone, a prison ship moored in Belfast Lough. Taylor was recaptured in May 1972.
            

            
            Taylor later moved to the Republic where he served a prison sentence for membership
               in a banned organization and for possession of weapons. He now runs a locksmith business,
               Armour Locksmiths, in the lower level of the Eyre Shopping Centre in Galway with his
               wife and son.
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE ACTION

         
         	
            A term used with the CIA to imply assassination, “executive action” was a euphemism
               in common use in the early 1960s. The Church Committee report asserted that early in the Kennedy administration, the CIA’s Dick Bissell
               had discussed with McGeorge Bundy a “capability” for “executive action,” a phrase
               Bissell had defined as including various means of “eliminating the effectiveness”
               of foreign leaders, including assassination. In his evidence before the committee,
               Bissell acknowledged that “Castro, Trujillo, and Lumumba might have been mentioned in connection with a discussion of research” into the capability.
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE ORDER 11905

         
         	
            President Gerald Ford signed an executive order on 18 February 1976 to ban the U.S.
               intelligence community from engaging in political assassination in response to revelations
               made by the Pike and Church Committees. Specifically, it decreed that “no employee of the United States Government shall
               engage in, or conspire to engage in, political assassination.” His edict would be
               superseded two years later, in January 1978, by President Jimmy Carter’s Executive Order 12036.
            

         

         
         	EXECUTIVE ORDER 12036

         
         	
            On 24 January 1978 President Jimmy Carter signed Executive Order 12036 which authorized
               the activities of the U.S. intelligence community. Specifically, he ordered 2-305,
               Prohibition on Assassination: “No person employed by or acting on behalf of the United
               States Government shall engage in, or conspire to engage in, assassination.”
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         	FAISAL II

         
         	
            King Faisal II of Iraq was shot dead in the courtyard of his palace in Baghdad on
               14 July 1958, with several members of his family, during the military coup led by
               Abd al-Karim Qasim.
            

            
             Faisal had been on the Iraqi throne since April 1939 when, as his father’s only son,
               he was just four years old. His uncle acted as regent, surviving a pro-Axis attempt
               at a coup in April 1941, until Faisal came of age in 1953.
            

            
             Qasim’s death ended the Hashemite monarchy in Iraq and resulted in the country establishing
               a permanent republic.
            

         

         
         	FAZELI, BIJAN

         
         	
            The son of Reza Fazeli, a former movie actor and an active opponent of the Islamic
               Iranian regime, 22-year-old Bijan Fazeli was killed at his father’s video shop in
               Kensington on 20 August 1986 by a bomb which injured five others.
            

         

         
         	FOXLEY

         
         	
            The plan hatched by X Section of the Special Operations Executive (SOE) to kill the Nazi leadership on a train in Germany in 1944 was code-named FOXLEY.
               Although opposed by the section’s head, Colonel Ronald H. Thornley, various options
               were considered, including the infiltration of two snipers into the grounds of the
               Berghoff at Berchtesgaden, ambushing Adolf Hitler’s motorcade, or sabotaging his private
               train. The project was eventually abandoned, but the file was declassified in 1998
               (see appendix A). Similar schemes to eliminate members of Hitler’s entourage, including
               Dr. Joseph Goebbels, were code-named LITTLE FOXLEYS.
            

         

         
         	FRANZ FERDINAND, ARCHDUKE

         
         	
            The heir presumptive to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Archduke Franz
               Ferdinand and his wife Sophie were shot dead in their open car in Sarajevo on 28 June
               1914 by a single Bosnian gunman, Gavril Princip. Aged 19, Princip was too young to
               be sentenced to death and instead received the maximum penalty allowed by Habsburg
               law, 20 years. However, he died at Terein prison in April 1918 of tuberculosis.
            

            
             Earlier the same day the couple had narrowly escaped a grenade thrown by Nedelhko
               Cabrinovic, but the bomb had detonated beside the following car, injuring the occupants
               who were immediately taken to the hospital. A 19-year-old Serbian student, Cabrinovic
               tried to avoid arrest by swallowing a cyanide capsule and jumping into the Miljacka
               River, but the poison failed and the water proved to be only inches deep. Accordingly,
               Cabrinovic was quickly apprehended, sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment in December,
               and also died of tuberculosis at Terein in April 1916.
            

            
             A police investigation established that Princip and Cabrinovic were both members
               of the same anarchist group, the Black Hand, and that the organization had deployed seven potential assassins along the route
               of the archduke’s motorcade from the city’s railway station.
            

            
             The death of the archduke would result in the Austro-Hungarian Empire’s invasion
               of Serbia, which acted as a catalyst for what would become known as the Great War.
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         	GADHAFI, MUAMMAR

         
         	
            In 1969 Muammar Gadhafi seized power in Tripoli and thereafter exercised total control
               across Libya. When in 1993 there was an attempted coup, Gadhafi came to believe that
               it had been orchestrated by exiled dissidents, and he initiated an assassination program
               to eliminate the “stray dogs.”
            

            
            The assertion that Colonel Muammar Gadhafi had become a target for assassination by
               the British SIS was made in 1997 by a former MI5 officer, David Shayler, who had been
               dismissed from the organization earlier that year. He claimed, in a series of unauthorized
               disclosures that would in November 2002 earn him a prison sentence, that he had learned
               in November 1995 of a plot to kill the Libyan leader. At the time Shayler was working
               in MI5’s counter-terrorism department, designated G Branch, and his section, G9(a),
               dealt with Libyan issues and had been preoccupied with the Lockerbie investigation,
               the largest counter-terrorism inquiry ever conducted in the United Kingdom.
            

            
             According to Shayler, his SIS counterpart David Watson, designated PT16B, indoctrinated
               him into TUNWORTH, a Libyan who had worked for the regime in Tripoli and was engaged
               in the penetration of Colonel Gadhafi’s political opponents, including a group known
               as Al Jamaa Al Islamiya Al Muqatila (Islamic Fighting Force, or IFF). Shayler claimed
               that in the version he had heard, TUNWORTH had approached SIS in late 1995 with a
               plan to oust Gadhafi, seeking financial support, and after a meeting in an unspecified
               Mediterranean country, most probably Malta, he had been funded with £100,000, paid
               in three or four tranches. To avoid written references to the assassination plot,
               the relevant CX reports had simply mentioned the need to fund the procurement of matériel.
            

            
             In fact the IFF did mount an attack on Gadhafi and ambushed his motorcade in Sirte
               with grenades and machine-gun fire in March 1996, but the dictator escaped unscathed.
               Three of the IFF team were killed in a subsequent firefight, but their leader, Abd
               al-Muhaymeen, survived, although Jaraminayah burned down his family home in Ejdabiya
               as a reprisal. Gadhafi would survive as his country’s leader until October 2011 when
               he was deposed in a revolution.
            

            
         

         
         	GAITSKELL, HUGH

         
         	
            When the 56-year-old leader of the British Labour Party, Hugh Gaitskell, died in a
               hospital on 18 January 1963, having been diagnosed with lupus erythematosus, a chronic
               autoimmune disease that usually affects young women, his doctor was suspicious and
               reported his concerns to MI5.
            

            
            Coincidentally, later that same year a KGB defector, Anatoli Golitsyn, revealed a
               Kremlin plot that allegedly had intended to assassinate an opposition figure in a
               Western country so as to insert a Soviet asset in their place. When this was reported
               to MI5 by Golitsyn’s CIA handlers, it seemed that Gaitskell, who would be replaced
               by Harold Wilson, might have been the victim of assassination.
            

            
            An investigation code-named OATSHEAF established that Gaitskell had visited the Soviet
               consulate to collect a visa shortly before he fell ill and had been served tea and
               biscuits while he waited. Although lupus was not known to be passed artificially,
               the only research conducted in that field had been undertaken, according to the medical
               literature, in the Soviet Union. Consequently there was some fear that Soviet scientists
               had developed a method of transmitting the disease, and maybe Gaitskell had been a
               victim.
            

            
            OATSHEAF concentrated on Wilson’s circle of dubious friends and supporters and attempted
               to trace his whereabouts when he had worked for the American timber merchant Montague
               L. Meyer and had made several long undocumented visits to the Soviet Union, ostensibly
               engaged in trade negotiations. In order to conceal Wilson’s identity, as he would
               be elected prime minister 21 months after Gaitskell’s death, his MI5 file was renamed
               “Henry Worthington,” but the inquiry proved inconclusive.
            

            
         

         
         	GANDHI, INDIRA

         
         	
            Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was shot dead by two of her bodyguards, 22-year-old Constable
               Satwant Singh and 36-year-old Sub-Inspector Beant Singh, on 31 October 1984 just outside
               her official residence in New Delhi as she walked toward her office to give a television
               interview.
            

            
             Both police officers were on guard duty at the entrance to 1 Saftajund Road, and
               Beant Singh shot her with his handgun, whereupon his accomplice emptied his Sten gun
               into her body on the ground until she had been hit by 30 rounds. They then dropped
               their weapons and were taken into custody by members of the Indo-Tibet Border Guard.
               However, Beant Singh was himself shot dead minutes later when reportedly he produced
               another weapon, and Satwant Singh was seriously wounded, leaving him paralyzed from
               the waist down.
            

            
             Constable Singh was incarcerated at the Red Fort outside Delhi while an investigation
               was conducted by former director-general of police S. Anand Ram to establish the scale
               of the plot, while a parallel inquiry was headed by a Supreme Court judge, M. P. Thakkar,
               to examine the existence of a Sikh separatist conspiracy in the Punjab and any connection
               with BLUESTAR, the highly controversial military occupation of the Golden Temple in
               Amritsar the previous June. One focus of attention was Dr. Jagjit Singh Chauhan, an
               advocate of Sikh independence, based in exile in Reading, England, since he was granted
               political asylum in 1979. On 12 June Dr. Chauhan, in a BBC interview, had predicted
               “within a few days you will have the news that Mrs. Gandhi and her family have been
               beheaded. That is what Sikhs will do.”
            

            
             The Thakkar Commission heard that immediately after BLUESTAR, the nine Sikhs in Mrs.
               Gandhi’s personal security detachment, which totaled 400, were suspended from duty
               on the recommendation of the DIB and its director, H. D. Pillai, and the director
               of the Cabinet Office’s RAW, Rameshwar Nath Kao, but they had been overruled by Mrs.
               Gandhi, who had pointed out the absence of any specific intelligence implicating her
               own bodyguards.
            

            
            Although the assassination sparked widespread civil unrest across India, in which
               several thousand Sikhs died, there was no evidence of a widespread, coordinated plot,
               and Satwant Singh was hanged in Tihar prison on January 1989, with accomplice Kehar
               Singh, who was Beant Singh’s uncle, the only other person to be directly implicated
               in the crime.
            

            
         

         
         	GANDHI, MAHATMA

         
         	
            The campaigner for Indian independence Mahatma Gandhi was shot dead as he walked to
               prayers in New Delhi on the evening of 30 January 1948 by Nathiram Godse, a 38-year-old
               radical Hindu nationalist who fired three rounds from a Beretta semi-automatic into
               the politician’s chest at very close range. Godse was apprehended as he tried to flee
               the scene.
            

            
             An investigation of the murder, and a search of the rooms at the Marina Hotel and
               the Shariaf Hotel occupied by the group, revealed the existence of a widespread conspiracy
               in the Punjab, and several of Godse’s accomplices were arrested, among them his brother
               Gopal, Digambar Badge, Narayan Apte, Vishnu Karkare, Madanlal Pahwa, Dattatraya Parchure,
               and the alleged mastermind, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. The focus of the inquiries was
               in Bombay where Godse was accommodated by the local Special Branch to prevent him
               from being lynched.
            

            
            At their trial at the Red Fort, all but Savarkar were convicted on 10 February 1949.
               Nathuram Godse and Narayan Apte were condemned to death, while their six codefendants
               were sentenced to life imprisonment. Parchure’s conviction was quashed on appeal,
               but Godse and Apte were hanged at Ambala jail on 15 November.
            

            
             Gandhi’s assassination was the third time he had been the target of an attack, and
               a subsequent inquiry, conducted by a retired Supreme Court judge, Jevantal Kapur,
               who was appointed in March 1965 to review the evidence, learned that Savarkar had
               been strongly suspected by the Bombay police of having orchestrated a previous attempt
               on 20 January 1948 with a bomb when Madanial Pahwa had failed to get close to his
               target, having detonated a small bomb as a diversion. Under interrogation, Pahwa admitted
               to having been a member of a seven-strong group that intended to kill Gandhi, but
               the police failed to identify his accomplices in time.
            

            
            Savarkar had a long history of fanaticism and in July 1909 had been implicated in
               the assassination at the Imperial Institute in South Kensington of Sir Curzon Wyllie.
               Although the actual killer, Madanlal Dhingra, a London University student, was one
               of his adherents and had been given the nickel-plated revolver shown to be the murder
               weapon, Savarkar had escaped prosecution, and Dhingra was hanged at Pentonville in
               August 1909. Savarkar’s only conviction was for conspiracy in the murder of a British
               magistrate, Arthur Jackson, who had been shot dead in Nasik on 21 December 1909. A
               career British colonial administrator, Jackson was a Sanskrit scholar who was sympathetic
               to the cause of Indian nationalism. On that occasion the 17-year-old murderer, Anant
               Laxman Kanhere, incriminated Savarkar, who was sentenced to transportation to the
               Andaman Islands for life. Kanhere was hanged in Thane prison in April 1910, but Savarkar
               was imprisoned until January 1925 when, following a plea for his release by Gandhi,
               he was freed on parole.
            

            
            During January 1948 Savarkar’s home in Shivaji Park in Bombay was kept under surveillance
               by Special Branch watchers, and he was arrested on 5 February, to be charged with
               conspiracy to murder Gandhi. However, evidence that he had held a meeting with Godse
               three days before the assassination was rejected at his trial as uncorroborated. In
               reality, there was intense pressure to free Savarkar so as to prevent civil unrest
               among the Hindu community, and the Kapur Commission concluded that Savarkar’s acquittal
               had been politically expedient. He died in February 1966 aged 83.
            

            
         

         
         	GANDHI, RAJIV

         
         	
            On 21 May 1991, India’s ex–prime minister Rajiv Gandhi was killed, together with 16
               bystanders, in Sriperumbudur by Thenmozhi Rajarainam, a woman suicide bomber who was
               a member of the LTTE. She was wearing a belt containing RDX explosives which she detonated
               as Ghandi approached a dais where he was to deliver a speech during an election campaign.
            

            
             A lengthy inquiry conducted by the elite Central Bureau of Investigation concluded
               that Gandhi’s assassination was the result of a wide LTTE conspiracy, and in January
               1998, 25 defendants were convicted of the murder and imprisoned.
            

            
         

         
         	GEORGE I

         
         	
            King George of Greece was shot in the back during an afternoon stroll through the
               streets near Thessaloniki’s White Tower on 18 March 1913 by an anarchist, Alexandros
               Schinas. The assassin was taken into custody immediately but died on 6 May as a consequence
               of a defenestration at the gendarmerie.
            

            
         

         
         	GEORGIEV, KONSTANTIN

         
         	
            On the evening of 14 April 1925 General Konstantin Georgiev, a member of the Bulgarian
               Parliament, was shot dead by two gunmen, Atanas Todovichin and Petar Abadzhiev, as
               he approached a church in Sofia with his granddaughter.
            

            
             Two days later, as King Boris III and much of the government attended Georgiev’s
               funeral at the St. Nedelya Cathedral, a bomb in the roof was set off, which largely
               demolished the central dome and crashed into the nave, killing 213 members of the
               congregation and injuring 500 others.
            

            
             The atrocity was planned and executed by a branch of the banned Bulgarian Communist
               Party and prompted the introduction of martial law and a wave of arrests.
            

            
         

         
         	GHADAMSI, EZZEDIN AL-

         
         	
            On 20 May 1987, 49-year-old Ezzedin al-Ghadamsi, the former Libyan ambassador to Austria
               who had held the post between 1971 and 1980, was attacked and wounded in a Vienna
               street just outside his apartment building. He had been approached by a gunman who
               fired one shot and fled, dropping a passport in the name of Mohammed Elhag.
            

            
            Ghadamsi, who had survived a previous attack in February 1985, was a declared opponent
               of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s regime.
            

            
         

         
         	GHAZALA, MUNZER ABU

         
         	
            On 21 October 1986 Munzer Abu Ghazala was killed by a bomb as he drove through the
               southern Athens suburb of Nea Smyrni in a rented car in the early hours of the morning.
            

            
             Born in Palestine in 1942, Ghazala was a senior PLO official, commander of the PLO’s
               naval forces based at Sana’a in North Yemen, and perhaps a victim of Mossad’s WRATH OF GOD retribution, although a Greek police investigation suggested that Ghazala may have
               been transporting unstable explosives or a time bomb that detonated prematurely. The
               police established that the vehicle had been rented the previous week by a man who
               identified himself with a Mauritanian passport in the name of Monty Kiodet.
            

            
         

         
         	GIBSON, SIR MAURICE

         
         	
            Appeal Court judge Sir Maurice Gibson and his wife Cecily were killed by a Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) car bomb in Killean, County Armagh, as they returned to Northern Ireland from
               the Dublin ferry in their blue Ford Escort on 25 April 1987 at the conclusion of their
               Easter holiday.
            

            
             Gibson became a target for assassination when he presided over the trial of four
               RUC officers who had been charged with the murder of three PIRA gunmen, Eugene Toman,
               Sean Burns, and Gervaise McKerr. After the acquittal of the policemen in June 1985,
               the judge observed,
            

            
            
               I wish to make it clear that, having heard the entire Crown’s case, I regard each
                  of the accused as absolutely blameless in this matter.
               

               
               That finding should be put on record along with my own commendation as to their courage
                  and determination for bringing the three dead men to justice, in this case, to the
                  final court of justice.
               

               
            

            The background to the trial of three Special Branch officers had raised the specter
               of a “shoot-to-kill” policy within the RUC, allegedly manifested at the conclusion
               of a car chase in November 1983 when a pursuit had ended in James McKerr, Sean Burns,
               and Eugene Toman dying in a hail of 117 bullets as their car crashed at a roundabout
               near Lurgan. Significantly, Burns and Toman, both aged 29, had been the principal
               suspects in a recent culvert bombing at Kinnego which had killed three policemen,
               and they had subsequently taken refuge in the Republic. The pair had returned later
               to Lurgan, only to be spotted by E4A surveillance on McKerr’s home, and the chase
               had commenced at night when McKerr’s green Ford Escort had sped away from a vehicle
               checkpoint arranged to stop it.
            

            
            It was as a result of solicitor Pat Finucane’s advocacy at the coroner’s inquest that
               the RUC was forced to give detailed evidence about the chase, and this led to the
               prosecution for murder of the three E4A men involved, Constables Brannigan and Robinson
               and Sergeant Montgomery.
            

            
            Moments after the Gibsons had crossed the border at Dromad, having left their Garda
               escort car behind and about to rendezvous with an RUC vehicle, a parked car bomb,
               a stolen Ford Cortina packed with 450–500 pounds of explosives, was detonated by a
               remote radio control. Responsibility was claimed by PIRA’s South Armagh brigade, but
               the actual culprits were not identified.
            

            
            Two years later, in March 1989, two senior RUC officers, Chief Superintendent Harry
               Breen and Superintendent Bob Buchanan, were shot dead in their red Vauxhall Cavalier
               under very similar circumstances by six PIRA gunmen following their attendance at
               a routine liaison conference with the Garda’s superintendent John Nolan at Dundalk.
            

            
            Following these two incidents, rumors circulated of the existence of a mole in the
               Garda station at Dundalk, but investigations conducted on both sides of the border,
               and an inquiry in 2003 ordered by the Eire government and led by a retired Canadian
               judge, Peter Cory, concluded that there was no evidence of PIRA collusion with the
               Garda to justify a further review. In his report Cory referred to previous investigations
               conducted by the Garda and the RUC. The first was conducted by Assistant Commissioner
               Edward O’Dea who cleared all the Dundalk Gardai. For the RUC, Chief Superintendent
               McBurney declared that “no evidence exists, nor can any documentation be located,
               which indicates Garda collusion with subversives.” Further inquiries, by Detective
               Superintendent Camon and Detective Inspector Kirwan, included interviews with two
               potential Garda moles, but they were cleared. Finally, a Garda detective, Lionel Mulally,
               investigated the allegations of collusion made by Bandit Country and the Myers article and rejected them.
            

            
            In an alleged vacuum of relevant intelligence reports, Cory concentrated on two accounts
               of the Gibson murder, one contained in Tony Harnden’s Bandit Country, published in 1999, and the second in a 10 March 2000 Irish Times article by Kevin Myers. Both journalists claimed that Garda collusion with PIRA had
               been a factor in the incident, but when interviewed in Washington, D.C., by the Garda
               in April and again in May 2000, Myers declined to identify his sources, and later
               Cory decided that both men had indulged in baseless speculation.
            

            
            
               The allegations stating that there was a Garda mole or that a Garda member facilitated
                  the murder of the Gibsons, appears to be based upon hypothesis, speculation and a
                  source or sources of information that the authors refused to disclose. Statements
                  and allegations were put forward as matters of fact when in reality they were founded
                  upon speculation and hypothesis. It is unfortunate that the book and article did not
                  make this clear.
               

               
            

            However, a decade later another retired judge, Peter Smithwick, who looked into the
               Breen and Buchanan case, found evidence of collusion and denounced the previous Garda
               investigations as inadequate. The Smithwick tribunal concentrated on three Garda sergeants,
               Leo Colton, Finbarr Hickey, and Owen Corrigan.
            

            
            Upon publication, Detective Sergeant Owen Corrigan was named as a suspected source
               of a tip-off to the PIRA triggerman in control of the bomb. He had been identified
               in an RUC Special Branch report as “helping out” PIRA. By then retired from the Garda,
               Corrigan denied the allegations, asserting that his 36-year career had ended in three
               years of sick leave taken from 1989. He also denied involvement in the abduction from
               a Dundalk pub and murder in July 1989 of John McAnulty, an RUC source found dead in
               Culloville, South Armagh. McAnulty, a grain importer and suspected smuggler, had identified
               Sergeant Corrigan to the RUC as a PIRA mole to his Special Branch handler, then a
               detective constable based in Newry. According to the RUCSB, McAnulty had been a casual
               informer for the previous 17 years but was not a PIRA member. It was thought his identity
               might have been compromised by an entry in Buchanan’s notebook recovered from the
               murder scene.
            

            
            Evidence was also taken in secret from senior PIRA figures who had fallen out with
               the local commander, Thomas “Slab” Murphy, and they included his close associate Sean
               “the Surgeon” Hughes and Patsy O’Callaghan.
            

            
            The Smithwick inquiry also linked Corrigan to the murder of another PIRA informant,
               Tom Oliver, a farmer who had been murdered in Riverstown in July 1991. Evidence had
               been adduced that Oliver was identified by Corrigan to Patrick “Mooch” Blair, the
               local PIRA commander, and that soon afterward Oliver was abducted. Blair had been
               sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment in 1975 for attempted murder and was released
               in 1982. In November 2014 he was arrested at a house in Ardcam Park, Newry, together
               with six other suspects, and charged with membership in Continuity IRA. The property
               had been the subject of technical surveillance by MI5 which recorded over 70 hours
               of conversation between the group since the previous August.
            

            
         

         
         	GOW, IAN

         
         	
            Parliamentary private secretary to the prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, Ian Gow
               was killed by a bomb placed under his car at his country home in Sussex in July 1990.
               The Provisional Irish Republican Army acknowledged responsibility for the murder, but no one has been convicted of the
               crime.
            

            
         

         
         	GURNEY, HENRY

         
         	
            The high commissioner, Sir Henry Gurney, was killed on 7 October 1951 in an ambush
               in Malaysia mounted by the MCP on the winding road to Fraser’s Hill in Pahang. Gurney
               had left King’s House in Kuala Lumpur for the weekend, and his motorcade, consisting
               of the governor’s Rolls-Royce, a police radio van, and one private car, followed by
               an armored scout car in the rear, encountered a well-organized group of 36 guerrillas.
            

            
             The gunmen were led by Siew Ma, a Chinese MCP figure who had been operating in the
               area for some weeks and had no foreknowledge of the composition of the British convoy.
               Siew had been trained in 1941 by the Special Operations Executive’s (SOE) Force 136 at the wartime Special Training School 101 at Tanjong Balai, a
               large private estate on an island at the mouth of the Jurong River and connected to
               Singapore by an easily defended causeway. Siew had planned a textbook attack on the
               vehicles, unaware of the distinguished passenger, his wife, and an aide in the rear
               of the limousine. The lead vehicle, a Land Rover carrying six armed Malay policemen,
               was stopped by a hail of Bren gunfire and grenades that wounded all but one of the
               men aboard and served to block the road. By the time the scout car appeared on the
               scene, having been delayed by the breakdown of the radio van, Gurney was dead, and
               it maneuvered past the car and drove to the police station at Gap to summon reinforcements.
               By the time the police returned, the MCP had withdrawn back into the jungle.
            

            
             A police investigation in Kuala Lumpur pursued but then abandoned the possibility
               that a mole at King’s House, perhaps a cook, had tipped off the guerrillas, but later
               the Special Branch learned from its principal MCP source, Lai Teck, that Siew’s band
               had not targeted the high commissioner.
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         	HAGRI, KADHI ABDULLAH AL-

         
         	
            The former prime minister of North Yemen, Kahdi Abdullah al-Hagri, was shot dead with
               his wife Fatimah and Abdullah Ali al-Hammami, a senior diplomat from the London embassy,
               in their limousine outside the Royal Lancaster Hotel on Easter Sunday, 10 April 1977.
               At the time of his death al-Hagri was deputy chairman of his country’s supreme court.
            

            
            A Special Branch investigation identified Zohair Youssef Akache as one of the gunmen
               who left the country immediately. Aged 23, Akache previously had been deported after
               serving six months in prison for assaulting a police officer, but he had returned
               on a forged passport. Alias “Captain Mahmoud,” he was killed six months later in Mogadishu
               as he participated in the hijacking of Lufthansa flight 181, from Mallorca to Frankfurt,
               with a group of three other terrorists affiliated with the PFLP. On 12 October the
               Boeing 737-230 aircraft was stormed by German GSG-9 personnel, directed by two 22nd
               Special Air Service soldiers, and all 91 passengers and crew were freed. Two of the
               other hijackers were also killed.
            

         

         
         	HAIDUCU, MATEI

         
         	
            A Romanian DIE officer, Matei Haiducu, defected to Paris in 1981 and revealed a plot
               to assassinate émigré writers.
            

            
             The son of a senior member of the regime, Haiducu was born in Bucharest and was sent
               by the DIE to France in 1975 on a mission to collect scientific intelligence. However,
               in January 1981 he received instructions from his chief, General Nicolae Pleșiță,
               to kill a pair of expatriates, Virgil Tănase and Paul Goma, resident in France. Tănase
               had earned particular vitriol because of his satirical contributions to the magazine
               Actuel.
            

            
            Instead, Haiducu approached the DST, which staged an attempt on Goma’s life, supposedly
               by administering a capsule of aconitine, an undetectable toxin to cause cardiac arrest,
               only to have the glass spilled at the vital moment. In May 1982 he pretended to abduct
               Tănase.
            

            
            As part of the charade, President François Mitterrand addressed a press conference
               on 9 June 1982 to denounce Romania’s President Nicolae Ceauşescu whom he accused of
               direct complicity in the purported crimes.
            

            
             After the diplomatic crisis that followed, Haiducu returned to Romania and supervised
               their exfiltration to France. Upon their safe arrival, Tănase, having been resettled
               in Brittany, revealed in August 1982 the details of the DST operation. Consequently,
               he was sentenced to death in absentia.
            

            
            Haiducu was resettled in France as Mathieu Forestier, married a French woman with
               whom he had two children, and in 1984 published his memoirs, J’ai Refusé de Tuer. He died in 1998 of hepatitis C, having had two liver transplants.
            

         

         
         	HAIG, ALEXANDER

         
         	
            In January 1979 NATO’s supreme allied commander escaped a land mine which detonated
               at Mons, Belgium, under one of his escort cars, injuring three of his bodyguards.
               The Red Army Faction claimed responsibility, and Rolf Klemens Wagner was later convicted of the crime
               and in 1993 was sentenced to life imprisonment.
            

         

         
         	HAMAGUCHI OSACHI

         
         	
            The Japanese prime minister Hamaguchi Osachi died in August 1931 following an attempt
               on his life the previous November when he was shot in Tokyo’s railway station by a
               young man, a member of the Aikoku-sha (Patriots Association), an extreme nationalist
               secret society. The assassin, Tomeo Sagoya, was opposed to the terms of the recently
               ratified London Naval Treaty which restricted the size of British, American, and German
               naval forces and reduced the Imperial Fleet to 70 percent of its Western rivals. Tomeo
               had approached Hamaguchi, who advocated disarmament, as he was about to board his
               train early in the morning.
            

            
             Hamaguchi was elected to a second term in March 1931, even though he was still undergoing
               hospital treatment for the wound to his stomach, but his foreign minister, Kijuro
               Shidehara, stood in as acting prime minister.
            

            
             The 21-year-old assassin was arrested at the scene and in 1933 condemned to death,
               but the sentence was commuted to life imprisonment and he was released on parole in
               November 1940. He died in April 1972.
            

            
             The relatively lenient response to the crime may have encouraged other nationalists,
               particularly in the armed forces, to resort to violence as a means of influencing
               politicians, and in 1931 two coup conspiracies, known as the March Incident and the
               October Incident, were uncovered in the Imperial Army where officers had formed another
               secret society, the Sakuakai (Cherry Society). In March 1932 the former finance minister
               Junnosuke Inoue was killed by the Ketsumeidan (League of Blood), and two months later,
               on 15 May, 11 junior naval officers shot Prime Minister Inukai Tsuyoshi in his official residence.
            

            
             These events served to increase the status of Japan’s military and fueled the growing
               nationalism that was characterized by suspicion of foreigners and ambitions to expand
               the empire.
            

         

         
         	HAMDI, IBRAHIM AL-

         
         	
            On 10 October 1977 the president of North Yemen, Ibrahim al-Hamdi, was shot dead when
               his brother Abdallah’s home outside Sana’a was stormed by al-Ahmar tribesmen. Also
               killed was his brother-in-law Colonel Ali Kannas Zahra, commander of the North Yemeni
               armed forces, and two French prostitutes, reportedly members of Madame Claude’s high-priced
               escort ring based in Paris.
            

         

         
         	HAMMANI, SAID

         
         	
            The representative of the PLO in London since 1975, Said Hammani was shot dead in
               his office in the Arab League building in Green Street, Mayfair, on 4 January 1978
               by a lone gunman. Responsibility for the murder was claimed by Abu Nidal. A respected politician and journalist, Hammani had been born in Palestine but settled
               in Syria and, aged 30, was elected a member of the Palestinian National Council. His
               assassin was seen by several witnesses, but he disappeared on foot. An investigation
               conducted by Commander Jim Nevill’s Anti-Terrorist Squad took 2,000 statements but
               failed to identify the killer. However, on 26 April 1978 the BBC Monitoring Service
               at Caversham reported that four days earlier the Middle East News Agency had announced
               that Hammani’s assassin had been arrested by Fatah with 30 other Abu Nidal supporters in Southern Lebanon and was undergoing interrogation.
            

         

         
         	HAMMARSKJOLD, DAG

         
         	
            The secretary-general of the United Nations, Dag Hammarskjold and 15 others were killed
               when their chartered Douglas DC-6 plunged into the ground near Ndoli, close to the
               Congolese border in Northern Rhodesia at about midnight on 17/18 September 1961. An
               official UN inquiry, which inspected the wreckage in the deep bush, concluded that
               pilot error was the most likely explanation for the crash, but rumors have circulated
               that Hammarskjold had been the victim of an assassination. The Swedish secretary-general
               had flown from Leopoldville to Ndola to meet Katanga separatists for peace talks.
            

            
             In July 2015 a UN panel of experts examined evidence that the aircraft may have been
               shot down and had been on fire while still airborne, perhaps having been hit by cannon
               fire from a Belgian fighter intending to warn the plane away from Ndola. A Belgian
               mercenary pilot, flying a Fouga Magister jet from Kolwezi, identified only as “Beukels,”
               is alleged to have admitted attacking the plane by mistake, and declassified U.S.
               State Department documents name the Katanga Air Force commander, Jan van Risseghem,
               as having been a suspect. The shoot-down theory was supported by evidence from a former
               NSA intercept operator, Charles Southall, who claimed to have heard an incriminating
               voice channel while based in Cyprus. The UN Commission of Inquiry, adjourned in 1961,
               is to be resumed in 2017, headed by a senior Tanzanian judge, Mohamed Chande Othman.
            

         

         
         	HANI, CHRIS

         
         	
            The leader of the South African Communist Party, Chris Hani was shot dead outside
               his home in Dawn Park, Boksburg, on 10 April 1993 by a Polish immigrant, Janusz Walus,
               who was quickly identified and arrested. His confession to the politically motivated
               crime implicated a senior Conservative Party politician, Clive Daeby-Lewis, who had
               lent him his pistol to commit the murder. Both men were convicted and condemned to
               death but had their sentences commuted to life imprisonment. Derby-Lewis was released
               on medical grounds in May 2015, and Walus was paroled in March 2016.
            

         

         
         	HARIRI, RAFIQ

         
         	
            Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri was killed by a truck bomb in Beirut on 14 February 2005,
               together with 22 others. Born in 1944 in Sidon, Hariri was a self-made billionaire,
               having started as an accountant before venturing into real estate development, backed
               by Saudi finance. Charismatic and popular, Hariri was elected prime minister in 1992
               but resigned in October 2004, with every chance of being reelected.
            

            
            The explosion, just outside the St. Georges Hotel, was estimated to have been the
               equivalent of 1,000 kilos of RDX high explosive and destroyed Hariri’s Mercedes S500,
               which he was driving himself on his way home for lunch. An investigation conducted
               by the Lebanese Sureté concluded that a suicide bomber recruited by Hezbollah had
               been responsible for the assassination.
            

            
             A further inquiry undertaken by the United Nations International Independent Investigation
               Commission (IIIC) commenced in April 2005, was staffed by personnel from 17 countries,
               seized 453 exhibits, assembled 17,711 documents, and delivered its first report, published
               by a German prosecutor, Detlev Mehlis, six months later in October 2005. That was
               followed by a second report, prepared by a Canadian prosecutor, Daniel Bellemare,
               in April 2008. In March 2009 the IIIC was replaced by a Special Tribunal for Lebanon.
            

            
             The IIIC revealed a large conspiracy that had maintained surveillance on Rafiq for
               three months before killing him, but its inquiries were hampered by three further
               assassinations, those of General François al-Hajj on 12 December 2007, Major Wissam
               Eid on 25 January 2008, and Colonel Wissam al-Hassan on 19 October 2012.
            

            
               General al-Hajj had been the Lebanese army’s head of operations, and a parked car
               bomb killed him and his driver. Major Eid, head of the technical section of the Lebanese
               Internal Security Forces Information Branch, was killed with his driver and four others.
               His immediate superior, Colonel Samir Shehadeh, narrowly escaped a car bomb on 5 September
               2006, which killed four of his bodyguards. Hassan was head of the Information Branch
               at the time of his death but was regarded as a suspect by the IIIC.
            

            
             The IIIC investigators discovered that Hariri’s personal protection staff had been
               reduced in November 2004 from 40 to 8 and that an analysis of the bomber’s cell-phone
               use showed dozens of calls to six other anonymously purchased phones. On the day of
               the murder, the truck driver had been informed of Hariri’s precise route in only just
               enough time for him to position his vehicle, a white Mitsubishi Canter flatbed, on
               the right street. This was considered significant as Hariri’s six-car convoy was equipped
               with a Netline jammer which blocked all cellular transmissions within 500 meters,
               suggesting that the bombers possessed sufficiently sophisticated counter-measures
               to defeat the equipment. When traced, the truck itself turned out to have been stolen
               the previous October in Sagamihara, Japan; shipped to Dubai; and then sold in Tripoli
               for $11,250 in cash by a secondhand car dealer in the Beddawi district.
            

            
            The cell-phone data analysis completed by Major Eid identified a total of 63 accounts
               contaminated by calls to each other, but the network fell silent on the day of the
               attack, never to be activated again. Those that could be traced were linked to Hezbollah.
            

            
            After Eid’s murder, the UN Special Tribunal investigation concentrated on the cell-phone
               metadata and divided the traffic into color codes. Thus the GREEN consisted of 18
               Alfa phones, all purchased with fake identification from two shops in south Beirut
               in July and August 2004, although the main traffic was limited to just three phones.
               The monthly bills from September 2004 to May 2005 were paid in cash, amounting to
               $7,375. The account designated the GREEN leader was 3140023, who communicated with
               two subordinates, 3159300 and 3150071. Characteristically, the exchanges were vertical
               (leader to subordinate and vice versa) rather than horizontal (subordinate to subordinate).
               On 25 January 2005 a subordinate traveled to Beddawi in Tripoli and made a call to
               his leader, and this turned out to be the very day that the Mitsubishi truck was purchased.
            

            
            Analysts found a second group of prepaid cell phones, color-coded BLUE, comprised
               of seven Alfa accounts and eight with MTC Touch, but they showed little use, although
               they were kept up to date at a cost of $4,287. Tracking the BLUE cell use demonstrated
               an unmistakable correlation with Hariri’s known movements, suggesting that the cell
               phones were utilized to report his movements. Whenever he left the country, the cell
               phones trailed him as far as the airport and then picked him up again on his return.
            

            
            A second surveillance team, equipped with another 13 cell phones designated YELLOW,
               also seemed to follow Hariri and shadowed him to his home in the ski resort of Faqra.
            

            
            Remarkably, the assassins adopted two strategies to divert the inevitable scrutiny
               of the Hariri murder investigation by providing a hapless candidate as the suicide
               bomber, and the second was to implicate the Sunni community around Tripoli through
               the purchase of eight RED prepaid cell phones which became very active just before
               the assassination. The RED traffic was unusual in that it never operated in Shia southern
               Beirut, and when on one occasion, on 2 February, the account expired, it was renewed
               the same day, 60 miles away, in Tripoli. The truck driver’s cell phone, 3127946, was
               on the RED network, and the signal terminated permanently at the exact moment the
               bomb detonated.
            

            
            After the attack, an elaborate cover-up, using PURPLE cell phones, was deployed to
               distribute a martyrdom video and issue a statement on behalf of a previously unknown
               organization claiming responsibility for the atrocity.
            

            
            Further metadata analysis exposed a distinctive tradecraft, very familiar to behavior
               associated with drug criminals, which suggested that each of the conspirators habitually
               carried two cell phones in an attempt to separate and compartmentalize their “business”
               communications from their private calls. Comparison between BLUE communications and
               landline use revealed links to five suspects, each a common denominator across the
               separate networks.
            

            
            The first, identified as the GREEN leader and holder of the 3140034 account, was Mustafa Badreddine, alias Samma Issa, who managed a jewelry shop in Beirut and was married to Imad Mughniyeh’s sister Fatima. Distinctive because of his limp, having had his right leg amputated,
               he possessed 13 cell phones and ran a complicated love life with several mistresses,
               to whom he would text as “Sami Samino.” One number, traced to Badreddine’s sister
               Saada, was logged with 2,056 calls, and Issa received many birthday greetings on Badreddine’s
               birthday, 6 April. Issa also called his wife in Saudi Arabia while she was there with
               their son and showed movements to and from the airport on the days of their departure
               and arrival. In the early hours of the night before the attack, Badreddine received
               a text message from a girlfriend on 3966663, one of his GREEN cell phones. He replied
               at 2:31 a.m., “If you knew where I have been, you would be very upset.”
            

            
            Badreddine was probably best known for his role in Hezbollah’s assault on the French
               and U.S. embassies in Kuwait in December 1983 in which six people died. He was captured
               and sentenced to life imprisonment, but he escaped in the chaos of Iraq’s invasion
               and occupation in August 1990 and fled to the Iranian embassy, which enabled him to
               travel to Tehran and then return to Beirut.
            

            
            Contaminated by Badreddine’s GREEN traffic, especially during a period of intense
               activity the night before Hariri’s murder, was a second suspect, Salim Ayyash, who
               was another of Imad Mughniyeh’s cousins. Supposedly employed as a part-time fireman,
               he possessed nine cell phones and used two landlines. The very last contact on the
               GREEN network was on the next day, at midday, when Ayyash called Badreddine from a
               location close to the St. Georges Hotel for just 14 seconds. Study of Ayyash’s traffic
               and movements suggested that he directed the truck bomb in the final hours leading
               up to the assassination.
            

            
            The third suspect in the GREEN network was Hassan Mehri, well known as commander of
               the Hezbollah commandos, who had established his reputation with the abduction of
               two Israeli soldiers, Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, during a daring cross-border
               raid in July 2006. When Mehri’s movements were tracked by his GREEN cell phone, it
               was found to exactly match those of the PURPLE leader.
            

            
            The PURPLE traffic matched locations with a series of calls made from public pay phones
               using prepaid phone cards to the media to acknowledge responsibility for the attack
               on behalf of the previously unknown “Nusra and Jihad Group in Greater Syria.” The
               PURPLE leader’s traffic also centered on Mehri’s home, appeared on his income tax
               return, and was used to make a purchase of furniture. When the wrong consignment was
               delivered to Mehri, he used the same number, 3572321, to call and complain. One of
               the PURPLE subordinates he also called was Assad Sabra, a former soldier, painter,
               and shoe salesman, and he would be indicted by the International Criminal Court.
            

            
             Among the other main suspects were General Jamil al-Sayyed, head of the Sureté; General
               Ali al-Hajj, director of the Lebanese Internal Security Forces; General Raymond Azar,
               director of military intelligence; General Rystun Ghazali, then head of Syrian intelligence
               in Lebanon; Asef Shawhhat, head of Syria’s military intelligence directorate and President
               Bashir al-Assad’s brother-in-law; General Mustafa Hamdan, head of the Lebanese Republican
               Guard; and Maher al-Assad, Bashir’s younger brother and head of the presidential guard.
               Although Generals al-Hajj, al-Sayyed, Azar, and Hamdan were held at Roumieh prison
               for nearly four years, from 2005 to April 2009, they were released without charge.
            

            
             According to an IIIC informant, Zuhir Ibn Mohamed Said Saddik, who had worked for
               Syrian intelligence, the truck driver had been a 22-year-old Iraqi, Ahmad Abu Adass,
               who had been persuaded that the true target was Ayad Alawi, the Iraqi prime minister.
               However, although Adass had recorded what appeared to be a classic martyrdom video
               some considerable time before the attack, his DNA, recovered from his family, did
               not match the sample taken from what remained of the truck driver’s nose. Curiously,
               the body part was found to contain an unusually high concentration of lead.
            

            
             The four Lebanese Hezbollah members indicted by the Special Tribunal were Salim Jamil
               Ayyash, born 10 November 1962; Mustafa Amine Badreddine, born 8 April 1961; Hussein
               Oneissi, born 11 February 1974; and Assad Hassan Sabra, born 15 October 1976. All
               had been incriminated by their cell-phone use and were tried in absentia after they
               fled to Iran.
            

            
             Badreddine, alias Alias al-Saab, was reported killed near Damascus airport in May
               2016.
            

         

         
         	HASSAN, WISSAM AL-

         
         	
            The head of the Lebanese Internal Security Forces Information Branch, Wissam al-Hassan
               was killed by a car bomb in the Ashrafiyeh district of Beirut in 19 October 2012.
               The massive explosion killed eight others and injured over 70. He had just returned
               from his home in France and before that had attended a conference in Berlin. His personal
               security arrangements, and his movements, were shared with very few, since he had
               been appointed head of security in the prime minister’s office in 1992. He was a controversial
               figure and, as a Sunni, was widely thought to be expanding his organization, the Information
               Branch, as a potential rival apparatus to the Christian-dominated G-2 military intelligence
               directorate and the Shia-run Sureté Generale. His organization had been responsible
               for the recent arrest of General Fayez Karam, formerly the head of the Lebanese army’s
               counter-terrorism unit, accused of passing information about Hezbollah to the Israelis.
               Karam would later be convicted and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, but he was
               released in April 2012 after serving nine months.
            

            
             In April 2009 a retired Internal Security officer, General Adib al-Aalam, was arrested
               at his office, together with his wife Hayat Saloumi, and charged with having passed
               information to the Israelis over a long period. Although he had officially retired
               in 2001, al-Aalam had retained his office and considerable influence, which allegedly
               he had exercised on behalf of Mossad for nearly 25 years. In June 2013 al-Aalam was
               sentenced to 15 years’ hard labor, and his wife received 4 years.
            

            
             Another alleged Israeli spy investigated by Hassan was Charbel Qazzi, a senior figure
               in Alfa, one of Lebanon’s two state-owned cell-phone service providers. He was accused
               of having worked for the Israelis for more than 14 years, during which time he had
               conspired to insert illicit chips and software into the cell-phone network so the
               movements and calls of individual subscribers could be monitored. Tarek al-Raba’a
               and one other Alfa technician were also arrested.
            

            
             Hassan had also pursued a former information minister, Michel Samaha, who was charged
               with plotting a bombing and assassination campaign sponsored by the Syrian intelligence
               chief General Ali Mamlouk. Arrested in August 2012, Samaha was convicted in May 2015
               and sentenced to four years’ imprisonment, but when he was released in January 2016,
               he was jailed for a further 13 years.
            

            
             In January 2006 Hassan, originally from Btouratige, was appointed director of internal
               security and was responsible for the investigation of the assassination of Prime Minister
               Rafiq Hariri on 14 February 2005. His death has already been the subject of an inquiry by the
               United Nations–sponsored IIIC, which implicated both Lebanese and Syrian intelligence
               agencies and identified Hassan himself as a suspect, although the indictments issued
               in January 2012 only mentioned four members of Hezbollah.
            

         

         
         	HEATH, EDWARD

         
         	
            The former prime minister Ted Heath escaped two attempts on his life made by the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA). In the first, on 8 November 1975, a 10-pound bomb was placed under Heath’s
               Rover, which was parked outside his house at 17 Wilton Street, Knightsbridge. However,
               it fell off as Heath drove himself to a dinner engagement in Lymington and was later
               discovered in the street, reported to the police, and defused by Major Geoffrey Biddle
               of Scotland Yard’s Bomb Squad. On the second occasion, a few weeks later on 23 December,
               a two-pound device was thrown onto the first-floor balcony by one of the passengers
               of a passing white Ford Cortina. The device detonated, causing some broken windows,
               but Heath was not in the house as he was late arriving in London from a Christmas
               carol service in Broadstairs. Minutes later the Cortina was in a collision on Lower
               Sloane Street, and the occupants fled, making a clean getaway.
            

         

         
         	HERRHAUSEN, ALFRED

         
         	
            The 59-year-old chairman of Deutsche Bank, Alfred Herrhausen, was killed on 30 November
               1989 when his armored Mercedes-Benz limousine, the middle vehicle in a three-car convoy,
               was demolished by a bomb concealed in the saddlebag of a bicycle left by the side
               of the road near his home in Bad Homburg.
            

            
             The device had been constructed by a member of the Red Army Faction (RAF) who had undergone training in East Germany and suggested a level of sophistication
               hitherto unknown, involving an infrared beam which, when broken by the first car,
               completed an electric circuit to detonate an estimated seven kilos of explosives.
               Nobody has ever been charged with the murder, but the principal suspect was Wolfgang
               Grams, an RAF killer who was also implicated in the assassination of the Social Democrat
               politician Detlev Karsten Rohwedder in April 1991.
            

            
             Grams shot himself as the German police closed in to arrest him and his girlfriend,
               Birgit Hogefeld, in the railway station at Bad Kleiner on 27 June 1993. Before he
               died he managed to shoot two of the GSG-9 team, killing Michael Newrzella. Hogefeld
               was arrested, convicted of terrorist offenses, and sentenced to life imprisonment.
               She was released on parole in June 2011.
            

         

         
         	HESS, RUDOLF

         
         	
            One of the more bizarre assassination plots of World War II took place in Scotland,
               following the unexpected arrival by parachute of the deputy führer on 10 May 1941.
               When the news was announced, some Polish troops interpreted it to mean that the British
               government was about to negotiate peace terms that would disadvantage Poland, so a
               group of them planned to identify where Hess was being held and kill him so as to
               prevent any further peace talks. MI5 learned of the plan, as Guy Liddell recorded
               in his diary on 9 June:
            

            
               Certain members of the Polish forces in Scotland have been plotting to kidnap and
                  murder Rudolf Hess. It is difficult to say how far the matter has gone but it is of
                  course the kind of thing they might attempt to do. We are taking steps to get hold
                  of either the commanding officer or the officers themselves and explain to them what
                  serious harm they might do both to their own cause and to the Allied cause if they
                  attempt to do anything of the kind. This quite apart from what might happen to themselves.
                  I think the Poles imagine that Hess may be making peace overtures and that this will
                  be listened to by the British government. Nothing, of course, could be further from
                  the truth.
               

            

            By 3 July, the authorities had uncovered the entire scheme, as described in a detailed
               report submitted to Liddell by one of his subordinates, Stephen Alley:
            

            
               It has disclosed that some seventeen Polish officers and possibly two British subjects
                  had worked out a scheme to assassinate Rudolf Hess but it seemed that as the plot
                  was due to take place on 19 May the project might well have been abandoned. Stephen
                  Alley says that the Poles are always formulating plots and schemes, most of which
                  never materialise, but that you can never be quite certain that they will not go off
                  the deep end without much warning. The Poles seem to think that Hess may have come
                  here to offer peace negotiations and that the British government may succumb to the
                  idea of leaving the Poles in the hands of Germany.
               

            

            Two days later, on 5 July, Liddell gave a more detailed account of what had happened,
               and he disclosed the role played by an SOE adventurer, Alfgar Hesketh-Pritchard, who
               had discovered the location of Hess’s detention facility, designated “Camp Z,” at
               Mytchett Place in Aldershot, and helped a battalion of Polish commandos from Colonel
               Stanislaw Sosabowski’s 4th Parachute Brigade who had been undergoing training at Inverlochy
               Castle, near Fort William. With Hesketh-Pritchard’s enthusiastic support, the Poles
               planned to travel to Aldershot by train, but they were intercepted when they reached
               Glasgow.
            

            
               I saw General Sir Alan Hunter and Colonel James Coats about the Polish plot. Hunter
                  knew Alfgar Hesketh-Pritchard who was one of the Englishmen thought to be concerned,
                  and seems to be of an SO2 type. He attached himself to the Guards at the beginning
                  of the war and was rather a nuisance. He was a very good shot and interested in sniping.
                  General Hunter suggested that as Hesketh-Pritchard had not been at RAF Ringway parachute
                  training centre with de Rema we might interrogate him about the whole affair. He could
                  be very useful to the plotters since he would have access to the Guards’ mess at Pirbright
                  and might find out quite lot about Rudolf Hess. We also considered the question of
                  putting checks on the Poles in Scotland and London. Edward Hinchley-Cooke is to go
                  down to Camp Z on Monday with Coats in order to acquaint the commandant with the position
                  and study the general layout.
               

            

            No action was taken against Hesketh-Pritchard, who would be appointed head of SOE’s
               Czech Section to participate in ANTHROPOID and who would be executed by Slovene communist
               partisans at Saualpe while on a mission code-named CLOWDER in eastern Carinthia for
               SOE in December 1944. Details of the assassination plot remained classified for the
               next 60 years. See also .
            

         

         
         	HEYDRICH, REINHARD

         
         	
            The hated SS-Obergruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich, appointed Reichsprotektor in Prague,
               was scheduled for assassination by the Czech government-in-exile. The plan, approved
               by the Special Operations Executive (SOE), had been intended to be executed on the Czech National Day, 28 October 1941,
               but bad weather forced two postponements, so the team of assassins did not assemble
               in Czechoslovakia until late December. Eventually, after further delays, a new date
               was set for 27 May 1942 and an ambush was prepared as the Nazi was being driven into
               Prague from the country mansion he occupied. When his chauffeur-driven Mercedes approached
               a sharp bend on the outskirts of the city, it slowed to negotiate the corner, and
               as it did so two of the SOE men stepped into the road and attacked the open-topped
               limousine. The two SOE assassins were a pair of Czech paratroopers, Jan Kubis and
               Josef Gabcik, from ANTHROPOID, with support from Josef Valcik and Adolf Opalka from
               OUT DISTANCE, two members of a three-man team which had arrived on 28 March. Gabcik’s
               Sten gun jammed at the vital moment, but Heydrich was mortally wounded by a Mills
               grenade thrown by Kubis. Without waiting to see the results of their handiwork, the
               men escaped the scene, only to be betrayed soon afterward to the Gestapo by the third
               member of OUT DISTANCE, Karel Curda, who identified his comrades and their hiding
               place in return for a reward. Curda alone survived the war, to be hanged for treachery.
            

            
            ANTHROPOID was to prove controversial because of the appalling civilian reprisals
               taken by the Nazi occupation forces. Thousands perished in a wave of executions, and
               the population of whole villages was deported to concentration camps. One village,
               Lidice, was systematically reduced to rubble, the site remaining untouched to this
               day as a memorial to those who were murdered. Over 13,000 people suffered arrest in
               the aftermath of Heydrich’s assassination, prompting many to wonder whether SOE’s
               Czech Section had been wise to launch such a provocative operation. In fact there
               is considerable doubt that SOE did anything more than give logistical support to ANTHROPOID,
               for the plan was certainly Czech in origin, having been hatched by the Czech government-in-exile
               in London, initially with SS-Gruppenführer Karl Hermann Frank, the Protektor’s hated
               state secretary, as the target. The assassins Kubis and Gabcek, who had transferred
               to the Free Czech Army from the French Foreign Legion, had been trained by SOE in
               Scotland and had undergone their parachute course at RAF Ringway, but throughout were
               still officially attached to the Czech 1st Brigade at Cholmondeley Castle, near Whitchurch
               in Cheshire. SIS was also a party to ANTHROPOID, as confirmed by the then head of
               the Czech Deuxieme Bureau, Colonel Frantisek Moravec, who recalled that the scheme
               “was necessarily shared with several officials of the British MI6, who worked with
               us on the technical side.”
            

            
            ANTHROPOID’s effect was to decimate the number of potential resisters in Czechoslovakia,
               reduce the willingness of the inhabitants to help parachutists, and ensure that SOE’s
               Czech Section would play only a peripheral role in the eventual liberation of that
               country.
            

         

         
         	HOUSEHOLD, GEOFFREY

         
         	
            Born in 1900, Geoffrey Household was educated at Clifton College, which he detested,
               and Magdalen College, Oxford, which he regarded as paradise. After graduation he was
               offered a job in Bucharest by a fellow student’s father who happened to be managing
               director of the Ottoman Bank. Household’s branch was a subsidiary, the Bank of Romania,
               and there he arrived to take up his duties as a junior clerk at the end of 1922. After
               four years in banking, during which he acquired a loathing of the business and a love
               for the daughters of one of his customers, Household moved to Paris to take up a job
               with Elder & Fyffes, the fruit importers famous for their bananas.
            

            
            In 1927 Household was sent to Bilbao to open a Fyffes office, but although it proved
               commercially to be highly successful, his ambition was to travel to America to join
               his fiancée who lived for much of the year with her parents in New York. He was also
               keen to publish his short stories but could not interest anyone in them. After two
               years in Spain he joined a ship bound for Panama and arrived in New York by train.
               There he married Marina but was unable to make a living as a writer and instead worked
               as an editor on a dictionary. Finally, in the autumn of 1932, he was commissioned
               by CBS to write a series of radio plays and thus began his literary career.
            

            
            By mid-1933 Household was back in London, ready to embark on a third career, as the
               representative of an ink manufacturer. He was hired, through an advertisement in The Times, to travel across Europe to exploit the boycott which Jewish printers had imposed
               on their traditional German suppliers. Later he was to open up new markets in Greece,
               the Near East, and South America, as well as achieving success with two novels, The Third Hour, published in 1937, and Rogue Male two years later.
            

            
            Household’s return to London coincided with the Munich crisis, which prompted him
               to volunteer for the Reserve, and, on the basis of his claim to speak German, French,
               and Romanian, he was instructed to attend two short intelligence courses. However,
               it was not until August 1939 that he was summoned to the War Office and sent to Cairo
               for the SIS.
            

            
            SIS’s objective was the destruction of the Romanian oil fields in anticipation of
               a German invasion, and a group of saboteurs was sent to Bucharest from Egypt via Palestine
               and Turkey. “I was forbidden to travel on my current passport which gave my profession
               as author,” recalled Household. “Authors, said the authorities, were immediately suspected
               by every security officer. Compton Mackenzie and Somerset Maugham had destroyed our
               reputation as unworldly innocents forever, so I was given a new passport which stated
               that I was an insurance agent.” At Ploesti Household helped coordinate a clandestine
               survey of the oil installations, and once this had been completed, he was given cover
               of a diplomatic post at the British Legation.
            

            
            In October 1940 he returned to Cairo and was appointed a security officer in the Field
               Security police. His first posting was to Greece, but after the British withdrawal
               he joined SIME and was transferred to Jerusalem. At the end of the war, having operated
               between Beirut and Baghdad, as he described in his post-war memoirs, Against the Wind, released in 1958, he headed SIME’s office in Haifa.
            

            
            The household novel Rogue Male, about a plan to stalk and assassinate a European dictator, attracted much attention,
               with the hero, a sportsman, isolated because his intentions had been discovered by
               agents of his unnamed target and the British authorities will condone the murder of
               a foreign head of state.
            

         

         
         	HUNT, LEAMAN

         
         	
            On the evening of 15 February 1984 Leaman Hunt, the American diplomat and director-general
               of the multi-national peacekeeping force in the Sinai, was shot dead in Rome by three
               gunmen outside the gates of his home. His convicted killer was 28-year-old Josephine
               Sarkis Abdo, a member of the LARF who acted with the Red Brigades. She was arrested
               in December 1984 at Fiumicino airport, and 31-year-old Abdallah al-Mansouri was detained
               in Trieste while carrying seven-and-a-half kilos of explosives. She was sentenced
               to 15 years’ imprisonment while al-Mansouri received 16 years.
            

         

         
         	HUSAYN, KAMAL

         
         	
            The deputy director of the PLO bureau in Rome was killed on 17 June 1982 when a bomb
               exploded in his car as he drove home. A few hours earlier he had been interviewed
               by the police as part of the investigation into the death of his colleague Nazeyh Mayer, who had been murdered the same day.
            

         

         
         	HUSSEIN, SADDAM

         
         	
            The president of Iraq since he seized power in 1979, Saddam Hussein was the subject
               of several assassination plots. In 1992 an Israeli plan, code-named BRAMBLE BUSH,
               was conceived to take advantage of Hussein’s certain presence at the funeral of his
               uncle. The plan called for Mossad personnel to infiltrate Tikrit, observe the ceremony,
               and guide an air-launched Midras missile onto the target. The operation was canceled
               when five special forces soldiers were killed during a rehearsal conducted in November
               1992 at a remote training area in the Negev desert before an audience that included
               Uti Saguy, the director of military intelligence.
            

            
             Earlier in the year Hussein had survived an ambush at Dujail when shots were fired
               on his convoy. In retaliation he destroyed the village and ordered the arrest of 148
               Shia inhabitants, most of whom were murdered. This was the well-documented crime for
               which he was executed in December 2006.
            

            
             In 1995 the U.S. CIA learned from a senior defector, General Wafiq al-Samarrai, Iraq’s
               former director of military intelligence, of a Kurdish plot to ambush and assassinate
               Hussein at a bridge when he was to visit Samarra. This information led to interviews
               of CIA personnel, among them Robert Baer, by the FBI, acting on a complaint from the
               national security adviser Tony Lake, to establish whether there had been a breach
               of the law, Executive Order 12333, relating to the assassination of foreign leaders.
               Lake had relied on a claim made by Ahmad Chalabi who had described a meeting allegedly
               held in late February 1995 when a National Security Council envoy named Robert Pope
               had proposed an assassination scheme requiring Iranian support. The FBI had pursued
               the matter under Title 18, sections 1952 and 1958, which covered federal murder-for-hire,
               and was therefore wider that the ban on assassination. The investigation was dropped
               by the Department of Justice in April 1996. Nevertheless, rumors circulated in Washington,
               D.C., that President George W. Bush has secretly suspended 12333’s provisions so as
               to allow the CIA to remove Hussein permanently.
            

            
             When in September 1990 the U.S. Air Force chief of staff General Michael J. Duggan
               indiscreetly remarked that Hussein, his family, and his mistress would be targets
               for assassination in any future conflict, he was instantly dismissed by the secretary
               of defense, Dick Cheney. In fact the State Department had undertaken a major review
               of the law to establish whether EO 12333 applied in wartime, when Hussein would obviously
               be vulnerable to any bombing campaign against Baghdad. Reportedly six Department of
               Justice attorneys and four CIA lawyers read their way through 160 boxes of documents
               from the Carter, Ford, and Reagan administrations to assist in finding a consensus
               on the interpretation of the order as it was amended. Their conclusion was that in
               wartime such an eventuality would be regarded as legal.
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         	INUKAI TSUYOSHI

         
         	
            Japan’s prime minister Inukai Truyoshi was shot dead on 15 May 1932 by a group of
               11 junior naval officers who burst into his official residence in Tokyo. Their plan
               was to assassinate several other members of his administration and his houseguest,
               Charlie Chaplin, in the hope of provoking a war with the United States, but it failed.
               Nevertheless, the assassination marked the growth of militarism in Japan and emboldened
               a movement that contributed to the advent of war in 1941. None of those responsible
               for Inukai’s murder served long prison sentences, thus reinforcing the impression
               that the Imperial Navy exercised very considerable influence and power.
            

         

         
         	IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY (INLA)

         
         	
            Estimated never to have had a membership greater than 50, INLA was an exceptionally
               violent and ruthless Marxist-orientated organization based in Belfast, of whom three,
               Patsy O’Hara, Kevin Lynch, and Michael Devine, died in the 1981 hunger strike. The
               group had a disproportionate impact on terrorism in Northern Ireland but was largely
               engaged in internecine conflict with other republicans.
            

            
            Founded in December 1974 by Seamus Costello, a veteran IRA activist, and Ronnie Bunting,
               INLA opposed the 1972 cease-fire declared by the “Official” IRA. The new group identified
               itself as the IRSP and failed to declare its military wing. The IRSP won two seats
               on the Belfast City Council but was handicapped by a lengthy feud with the OIRA. Nevertheless,
               it attracted some of the most dangerous personalities of the Troubles, among them
               Dessie McCleery, John Fennell and his son Francis Shannon, Dominic “Mad Dog” McGlinchey,
               Jimmy Brown, Jim Barr, Tom McCartan, Gino Gallagher, Tom McAllister, Dessie O’Hare,
               John “Jap” O’Reilly, Kevin McAlolam, Gerard “Sparkey” Barkley (shot by McGinchey in
               October 1983), Patrick Campbell (killed in Dublin in October 1999 by drug dealers),
               and Gerard “Dr. Death” Steenson.
            

            
            Initially INLA directed itself against the OIRA and in March 1975 tried to kill its
               leader, Sean Garland, in Ballymun, Dublin. INLA’s Danny Loughran was then killed by
               Eamonn “Hatchet” Kerr in Belfast, and INLA then shot the IRA’s Paul Crawford on the
               Falls Road. INLA’s Brendan McNamee was shot in Belfast.
            

            
            Costello was killed by the OIRA in October 1977 in Dublin. Bunting, his wife Suzanne,
               and his INLA associate Noel Lyttle were shot dead in October 1980 in his home in Andersonstown
               by UDA gunmen.
            

            
            At the age of 16, Steenson had murdered Billy McMillen, the Belfast OIRA leader, but
               he would be shot dead in March 1987 with Tony McCarthy in Ballymurphy by Torney. McGlinchey’s
               wife Mary, also an INLA member, would be shot dead at their home in Dundalk in January
               1987 by INLA gunmen, and he would be shot dead in Drogheda in February 1994. Barkley
               was killed by Gallagher and Paul “Bonanza” McCann, who shot himself, probably accidentally,
               in June 1984 as he was about to be arrested by the RUC in County Amtrim.
            

            
            In the 1970s, without the benefit of an arms supply from sympathizers in the United
               States or a relationship with the Libyans, INLA made an effort, through Colin McPeake
               and Michael Plunkett in Paris, to develop links with their European counterparts,
               among them the French terrorist group Action Directe; the Basque separatists ETA,
               also based on the French side of the Pyrenees; and Germany’s three terrorist organizations,
               the Red Army Faction, the Revolutionary Cells, and the Baader-Meinhof group. In particular, Plunkett sought
               support from Rudolf Raab, of the Revolutionary Cells, the self-styled urban guerrillas
               who would pioneer the tactics of hijacking airliners.
            

            
            From 1976 INLA was penetrated by a Special Branch informer, Raymond Gilmour, whose
               testimony led to the arrest of a dozen activists. Gilmour was exposed and withdrawn
               in 1978 and persuaded to join the IRA in Londonderry, until 1982 when he gave evidence
               as a “supergrass” against 35 IRA suspects. Another RUCSB source was Harry Kirkpatrick
               who in 1983 negotiated a reduction in his prison sentence in return for his evidence
               against 27 defendants.
            

            
             As a consequence of these two episodes, INLA descended into a series of bloody feuds,
               in which more than 16 people died, and effectively self-destructed. Upon his early
               release from prison, Kirkpatrick was resettled. The violent split resulted in the
               IRSP in Belfast, headed after Bunting’s death by Steenson and Brown, and a rival faction
               in Dublin led by Harry and Sean Flynn and Gerry Roche.
            

            
            In May 1983 Eric Dale was beaten until he admitted having talked to the police and
               was shot dead in Killeen, County Armagh. In May 1985 Séamus Ruddy, a Newry schoolteacher
               who had resigned from the IRSP two years earlier, was abducted in Paris and murdered
               by O’Reilly, allegedly because he refused to divulge the location of arms caches in
               the forest at Pont d’Arche, near Rouen. Also implicated was Stewart’s associate Sean
               “Bap” Hughes, later arrested in France for arms trafficking. In 1979 Ruddy, acting
               as an INLA quartermaster, had been arrested in Greece while smuggling arms from the
               Middle East. In September 1985 James Burnett was lured to a meeting in Dublin, accused
               of betraying information, and killed.
            

            
            As well as suffering from informers and internal friction, INLA’s membership would
               prove vulnerable to the external pressures of Unionist paramilitaries, who accounted
               for some of the more prominent figures in the movement (Ronnie Trainor, shot by the
               UDA in Armagh in December 1975; Tommy Trainor, shot in Portadown in March 1978 by
               the UVF; Miriam Daly, shot by the UDA in June 1980 in County Amtrim; and Joe Craven,
               shot by the UVF in December 1983), and the security authorities north and south of
               the border which encountered some of INLA’s volunteers operationally (Colin McNutt,
               shot in Londonderry in December 1977; Tony McClelland, killed during a car chase in
               Armagh in October 1979; Jim Power, killed by his own bomb in May 1981; Matt McLarnon,
               shot by the army in May 1981; Roddy Carroll and Seamus Grew, shot by the police in
               December 1982; Neil McMonagle, shot by the army in February 1983; Brendan Convery
               and Gerard Mallon, shot by the RUC in Dungannon in August 1983; James McPhilemy, shot
               by the army at Clady in August 1988; Alexander Paterson, shot by the army in Strabane
               in November 1990; and John Morris, shot by the Gardai in Dublin in June 1997).
            

            
             In 1986 INLA divided into factions, the principal being the Irish People’s Liberation
               Organization (IPLO), which in January 1987 killed the INLA-GHQ’s leadership, Power
               and O’Reilly, and wounded Hugh “Cueball” Torney and Peter “Dunter” Stewart, who later
               died of cancer. A month earlier, in December 1986, McCartan had been shot dead by
               the IPLO in Belfast. In February 1987 the IPLO’s Anthony McClosky was shot dead by
               INLA’s Dessie O’Hare in Middletown, County Armagh. Ten days later the IPLO killed
               INLA’s Michael Kearney in Ballymurphy. Later in March, Emmanuel Gargan would be killed
               by the IPLO in Belfast, followed by Kevin Duffy in Armagh. In May, Patrick Cunningham
               would be abducted and found dead in Castleblaney in December.
            

            
             The internal feuding continued in 1991 with the death of Gerard Burns in June in
               Ballymurphy. In December 1991 Patrick “Teasy” was killed in his hairdressing salon
               in Dublin.
            

            
            In August 1992 there was a further split, with the IPLO fragmenting into the IPLO-Army
               Council and the IPLO-Belfast Brigade (IPLO-BB), resulting in the IPLO-BB shooting
               Jimmy Brown dead in his car in the Lower Falls, and soon afterward the IPLO claimed
               responsibility for the death of Hugh McKibben by two gunmen in Hannahstown, Belfast.
            

            
            At the end of October 1992 PIRA intervened and shot dead the IPLO-BB’s leader, Samuel
               Ward, in a bar in the Short Strand, and kneecapped a further eight of the IPLO-BB’s
               membership, causing it to disband under an ultimatum delivered to Ward’s deputy, Sean
               Caldwell.
            

            
            In April 1998 Mark McNeill was shot dead outside his taxi business in Andersonstown.

            
            Contact with the Revolutionary Cells led to penetration by the BfV through an agent
               who pretended at a meeting held in Dundalk in July 1994 with Stewart and Gary Adams
               to negotiate the delivery of a consignment of Czech weapons and Semtex supposedly
               warehoused in Germany at Schwäbisch Hall, near Stuttgart. Torney, accompanied by Sam
               Green, traveled to the continent to complete the transaction, but he was instead detained
               briefly in Stuttgart and then released. Infuriated by the perceived betrayal, Torney
               ordered the murder of Gallagher and his German girlfriend, Stffi Schulz. Others implicated
               in the sting were Michael Weldon and Thomas “the Zombie” Savage.
            

            
            In January 1996, McAlorum and Fennell shot Gallagher dead in the Falls Road; in March,
               Fennell was tortured and beaten to death in Donegall; in May, McCleery was shot dead
               in a Belfast restaurant; in June, Shannon was shot dead in Turf Lodge, even though
               he was wearing a bulletproof vest; and then in September, Torney was shot dead in
               Lurgan and his companion Liam McAnoy was wounded, causing INLA-GHQ to disband. In
               2002 Colin McPeake shot himself in a Dublin police station. McAlorum was shot dead
               in 2004.
            

            
            Some INLA members escaped abroad, among them Jim Barr, who was granted political asylum
               in the United States; John McNichol, an escapee in 1976 from Long Kesh, charged with
               two murders; Jackie Goodman, a “supergrass” who retracted his evidence and fled to
               Canada; Patrick Ward, who was imprisoned for the abduction of Kirkpatrick’s family
               and was deported from Canada in 1996; Malachy McAllister, who fled to Canada in 1988
               and in 1996 moved to the United States; and Sean Machin, who fled to New York after
               the murder of his friend Barkley in October 1983 and was granted political asylum
               in 1991.
            

            
            It has been estimated that INLA was responsible for the deaths of 42 members of the
               security forces, 42 civilians, and 29 of its own. In addition, INLA falsely claimed
               responsibility for the delivery of an incendiary device to 10 Downing Street in November
               1982 which flared in the mail room and slightly injured the office manager, Peter
               Taylor. A subsequent investigation showed that the package was one of several mailed
               to leading politicians by a previously unknown animal rights group, the ARM. In May
               2006 Jon Ablewhite, John Smith, Kerry Witburn, and Josephine Mayo were convicted of
               having run ARM and were imprisoned.
            

            
            INLA also claimed responsibility for a bomb at the British consulate in Hamburg and
               another at a BAOR base, Marsfield Barracks in Herford, in November 1981. The first
               detonated outside the building while the British ambassador to Bonn, Sir Jock Taylor,
               was staying overnight inside.
            

            
            Two books have been written about INLA from the inside: Raymond Gilmour in Dead Ground and Emmanuel “Manny” McDonnell in Lighting Candles.
            

         

         
         	ITO HIROBUMI

         
         	
            A Japanese statesman who had served as prime minister four times, Prince Ito Hirobumi
               was shot dead in Harbin on 26 October 1909 by An Chung-gŭn, a young member of the
               Korean independence movement. He was sentenced to death and hanged on Ryojun on 26
               March 1910.
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         	JIGGER

         
         	
            Soon after the liberation of Paris in August 1944 the Abwehr’s sabotage branch, Abteilung
               II, created a plan to assassinate Herbert J. W. Bechtold, a former employee, code-named
               JIGGER, who would become an extremely important defector, responsible for compromising
               dozens of enemy agents, networks, and personalities.
            

            
            On 25 August 1944 the first Allied SCI units, the 31st and the 62nd, entered Paris
               and began mopping up the enemy’s stay-behind networks identified by the invaluable
               cryptographic source code-named ISOS. One of the SCI’s principal targets was the Abwehr
               headquarters in the Hotel Lutetia on the rue Raspail, but the arriving investigators
               found that many of the organization’s records had been removed or destroyed in anticipation
               of an evacuation of the city. However, an Abwehr NCO volunteered his services to the
               SCI and, accompanied by another Abwehr staffer, Peter Schagen, described many of the
               Abwehr’s sabotage networks. He also accompanied SCI officers to Abteilung II’s main
               base, the Chateau de Rocquencourt, north of Versailles, and various arms caches, which
               had been left to equip these networks and were recovered and inspected by MI5’s counter-sabotage
               expert, Lord Rothschild.
            

            
            The same document also named nine Frenchmen compromised by JIGGER who had been recruited
               by the Abwehr: Raymond Aradie, Raymond Concaud, Andre Desenne, Marie-Alphonse Janicot,
               Robert-Raymond Lebreton, Jacques Martel, Jean-Andre Polit, Rene Pelegry, and Raymond
               Simonnet. It also identified a further dozen Georgians who had been arrested: Michel
               Bakhadtze, Georges Beridze, Michel Grigolia, Georges Kskhaberi, Victor Kirtiva, Thorndike
               Lageridze, Jacques Miniscidu, Akaki Ramichvili, Georges Tcheidze, Akaki Tchikiade,
               and Dimitri Skirtiadze.
            

            
            Bechtold also supplied several batches of files missing from the Hotel Luteti, and
               his help was so valuable that the Abwehr later tried to launch a mission to assassinate
               him. This scheme was thwarted because the threat was betrayed by ISOS, and the joint
               OSS X-2 and MI5 team took the required counter-measures to protect their source.
            

            
            Bechtold would later be employed by the U.S. Counter-Intelligence Corps as a special
               agent based in Munich, and he was responsible with another German defector, Ludwig Nebel, for an investigation and exploitation of former Gestapo personnel who possessed
               a knowledge of the communist underground in Europe. Bechtold later moved to the United
               States and died in Minnesota in 1957 at the age of 64.
            

            
             On 12 December 1944 MI5’s director-general, Sir David Petrie, included a reference
               to the Abwehr’s investment in assassination in his monthly report:
            

            
               The German Sabotage Service is now taking to assassination on a larger scale. Three
                  German agents have been arrested who admit that their mission was to murder German
                  spies who were left behind in France and were believed to have gone over to the Allies.
                  Another agent has been given the job of assassinating a French Deputy.
               

            

         

         
         	JOHN PAUL II

         
         	
            On the afternoon of 13 May 1981, shots rang out as Pope John Paul II was hit while
               he was being driven through the crowds in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City, and
               a single gunman armed with a 9 mm Browning semi-automatic was wrestled to the ground
               and taken into custody. The pope had been hit by three bullets. One had entered just
               below his stomach, another in his right hand, and the third in his right arm, but
               his life was saved after three hours of surgery.
            

            
             The suspect, a 23-year-old Turk—carrying a Turkish passport, number 136635, issued
               the previous August in the name of Faruk Ozgun—was questioned at the Questura police
               headquarters in Rome for 75 hours and offered regret only for having wounded two tourists.
            

            
             The day after the suspect’s arrest, the DIGOS chief commissioner, Lidano Marchionne,
               received a dossier hand-delivered by two representatives from MIT, the Turkish National
               Intelligence Organization based at its headquarters on Ataturk Boulevard in Ankara,
               which contained a detailed background. His name was not Ozgun, although a legitimate
               passport had been issued in the provincial town of Nevsehir to a local resident, a
               28-year-old textile worker on an application bearing photos of someone else. That
               person was Mehmet Ali Agca, a notorious murderer convicted of shooting Abdi Ipekci,
               the respected editor of the moderately leftist Milliyet daily newspaper on 1 February 1979. He had been arrested on 25 June 1979, but exactly
               five months later he had made a daring escape from the top-security Kartal-Maltepe
               military fortress. His first escape attempt, during a psychiatric examination in which
               he had acquired a gun and taken several staff hostage in the prison hospital, failed,
               but the second succeeded. He had simply paid a soldier, changed into a military uniform,
               and strolled past eight gates and security checks to freedom. In the inquiry that
               followed, a junior soldier was sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment for accepting a
               bribe to facilitate the escape. The day after his breakout, Agca had written to Milliyet threatening to kill the pope if he did not cancel his scheduled visit to Istanbul.
               The short letter gave the impression of having been written by an Islamic fanatic
               preoccupied by an Israeli-American conspiracy against Mecca. However, born to a Sunni
               peasant family in Hekimham, in the east of the country, who then moved to the nearby
               city of Malatya, there was no indication of religious zealotry, his father being an
               uneducated farm laborer. Mehmet Ali Agca had attended the local high school, had a
               reasonably distinguished academic record, and in 1976 had enrolled at Ankara University
               to read history and geography. Two years later he had switched to an economics course
               at Istanbul University, and it was there that, according to his own confession, he
               seems to have encountered terrorism and, accompanied by two Turkish friends, had attended
               a 40-day course at a training camp south of Beirut run by the PLO.
            

            
            Sentenced to death in absentia, Agca had been on the run until his arrest in St. Peter’s
               Square, and although the Turkish authorities issued several international arrest warrants
               during the search for him, no trace of him had been found. There were reports of several
               sightings in Germany, which resulted in official requests from the Turkish embassy
               in Bonn for information on 3 October 1980 (following a tip from Frankfurt), 6 November
               and 11 December in Berlin, and 29 December in Bad Wrzach, but Agca was never found.
            

            
            Attention focused on what had brought Agca to Rome, and the most immediate clues were
               the weapon, a shoulder bag, 300,000 lire, and three scraps of paper in his pockets
               bearing scribbled notes. One was a schedule of the pope’s public appearances marked
               in Turkish: “May 13th Wednesday, appearance in the Square; May 17, Sunday, maybe appearance
               on the balcony; May 20, Wednesday, Square without fail.” The other was a list of local
               telephone numbers. A search of his hotel room, number 31 on the third floor of the
               Pensione Isa, on the via Cicerone close to the railway station, revealed only a bottle
               of hair dye, some torn-up postcards of St. Peter’s Square in the wastepaper bin, and
               a written statement, presumably intended to be found, in which Agca claimed that he
               had shot the pope in the interests of freedom in Afghanistan and El Salvador.
            

            
            The first task of the DIGOS inquiry was to establish Agca’s movements between Christmas
               1979 and his arrest 18 months later, and although the results were far from conclusive
               because Agca often contradicted himself during his lengthy interrogations conducted
               at Rome’s Rebibbia prison, collateral evidence was gathered to reconstruct a schedule
               of his travels. There was, however, no confirmation of his own somewhat vague version
               of what happened immediately after he had escaped from prison in Turkey. He said he
               had been sheltered by a network of friends and then had slipped over the border to
               Iran in April carrying 40,000 Deutschmarks supplied by supporters. According to the
               Turkish police, he was strongly suspected of having killed Haydar Serangah, the police
               informer who had denounced him for the killing of Abdi Ipekci and had been found murdered
               at the end of December 1979.
            

            
            DIGOS showed that by early July 1980 Agca had traveled to Sofia and checked into the
               Hotel Vitosha. During the 50 days he spent in Bulgaria, Agca had acquired an authentic
               passport bearing his photograph, but issued in the name of Fauk Ozgun. Thereafter
               he had used the passport to visit Yugoslavia, France, England, Belgium, Switzerland,
               Denmark, Austria, Hungary, Tunisia, Spain, and finally Italy, arriving in Rome on
               15 December to stay at the Pensione Hiberia.
            

            
            According to Agca, the passport had been bought for 60,000 Turkish lire from another
               Turk, and the transaction had taken place in the Hotel Vitosha in August 1980. The
               passport contained a currency stamp for 540 Deutschmarks issued by the Osmanli Bank
               in Istanbul on 27 August; a Turkish frontier stamp marked Kapikule, the frontier post
               outside Edirne, on 30 August; a Bulgarian entry stamp for the next day at Kapitan
               Andreev; and a Bulgarian exit visa stamped three days later at Kalotina, suggesting
               that Agca had left Sofia for Yugoslavia immediately after he had taken delivery of
               the passport on 31 August.
            

            
            Significantly, anyone taking the document at face value would be bound to accept that
               the holder had transited through Bulgaria to Yugoslavia from Edirne in a single day,
               and certainly would not conclude that the person concerned had spent almost two months
               in Sofia. This amounted to a well-planned attempt to conceal Agca’s true movements
               and to obliterate almost all of his visit to Bulgaria. Agca’s pattern of continuous,
               purposeless travel changed after his arrival in Rome, where he stayed at the YMCA
               and various cheap pensiones for a total of 34 days, and during the next five months
               he was to visit Milan twice, Palermo, Naples, Perugia, and Genoa. In between, he made
               short trips to Budapest, Vienna, Zurich, and Lucerne and took a fortnight’s package
               holiday to Palma de Majorca. During four days in Perugia, in April 1981, he registered
               at the university, paid $210 as a foreign student for a language course, and obtained
               a three-month student visa, but he only turned up for one lesson on 10 April. Naturally
               Agca’s peregrinations raised the question of how he had financed himself, for there
               was no evidence that he had undertaken any work on his travels, and his lifestyle
               could not have been supported on the DM40,000 he claimed to have had when he left
               Turkey. Although the trail was barely warm, the DIGOS team set about reconstructing
               what was known of Agca’s movements, a task replete with unexplained gaps that was
               to take 18 months, beginning with the certainty of his departure from Bulgaria on
               31 August. He seemed to have entered Yugoslavia by bus, and the next confirmed sighting
               was in Zurich where he had stayed at the Hotel Ruetli between 9–12 September. This
               was followed by a stay at the Hotel Kronein Lucerne, from 27 to 31 October, but where
               had he been in the meantime? The dates on the Turkish arrest and extradition requests
               suggested he had visited West Germany.
            

            
            Agca took a flight to Tunis on 28 November to stay first at the Hotel du Lac before
               moving out after two days and switching to the Mediterranean resort of Hammamet. Two
               weeks later, on 13 December, Agca took the ferry to Sicily and stayed overnight at
               the Hotel Liguria in Palermo, but he was in Milan two days later for a meeting. However,
               Agca checked into the Pensione Hiberia in Rome on 15 December and stayed until 19
               December, being seen again at the Hotel Archimede in Rome between 26 December and
               17 January. On 18 January 1981 Agca moved into the Pensione Isa for a single night
               and was there again from 28 January to 30 January. On 4 February he was spotted in
               a cafe in Milan, and on 6 February he spent a night at the Hotel Anker in Aarau, Switzerland.
               On 3 March he held a meeting with Musa Celebi in Zurich and disappeared for a month,
               reemerging on 3 April to enter Switzerland from Austria at Diepoldsau. By 5 April
               Agca was back in Rome at the Hotel Archimede, leaving on 8 April by train for Perugia
               where he stayed for four days at the Hotel Posta before returning to the Hotel Torino
               in Rome. Again Agca dropped from sight, but he was in Milan again on 19 April to buy
               a package holiday from the Condor Travel Agency at the Hotel Flamboyan in Majorca,
               where he flew the following week, on 25 April. On the night of 19 April, having made
               his purchase at the travel agency, he reportedly spent the night with a prostitute
               in Genoa. Little is known about what Agca did in Majorca during the next fortnight,
               although he made several long-distance calls, one of which was to Musa Celebi, the
               subject of a routine telephone intercept by the police in Frankfurt. However, Agca
               was back in Milan on 8 May, where he met Omer Bagci, before registering at the YMCA
               in Rome for a single night on 9/10 May and switching to the Pensione Isa where a room
               had been reserved for him, and where he remained until his arrest, having paid for
               three nights in advance.
            

            
            Agca’s itinerary demonstrated no obvious shortage of cash, and the Italian investigating
               magistrate, Ilario Martella, whose final report was to cover 1,243 pages, concentrated
               on the paper trail associated with the money and Agca’s gun.
            

            
             At his trial in July 1981, Agca was sentenced to life imprisonment. In his subsequent
               judgment, issued on 25 September, Santiapichi reviewed the case and concluded that
               Agca had executed “a task entrusted to him by others in a plot obscured by hatred”
               but noted that “the evidence . . . has not permitted us to uncover the identity or
               the motives of the conspirators.”
            

            
            Within the CIA, there were two differing views on the crucial issue of how the Kremlin
               saw the pontiff. One was the opinion originally articulated by Mel Goodman (with support
               from Bob Dumaine and later Mary Desjeans) and in the DO and shared by the DCI, elegantly
               encapsulated by Bob Gates:
            

            
               Those who believe the Soviets were involved make the case that the Pope was, in substantial
                  measure, the primary cause of the Soviets’ trouble in Eastern Europe and especially
                  in Poland. They point to the Pope’s election in 1978 and his subsequent visit to Poland
                  as the spark that caused the smoldering Polish nationalism and pride to burst into
                  flame and contributed importantly to the emergence of protests, strikes, and eventually
                  the emergence of Solidarity itself in 1980. They point to the Soviets’ fear of the
                  Polish Pope’s influence in Lithuania, western Ukraine, and elsewhere in Eastern Europe.
                  In short, the argument is that John Paul’s election and his actions and public posture
                  thereafter threatened to provoke popular reactions not only in Eastern Europe but
                  possibly even in parts of the Soviet Union as well, foreshadowing the beginning of
                  the unraveling of empire. The danger of such a strategic challenge to Soviet hegemony,
                  the argument went, would justify such a drastic step as trying to eliminate the Pope.
               

            

            While Casey certainly shared this opinion, he experienced great obstacles in persuading
               the CIA’s analysts to weigh the facts in its favor. The deputy director of intelligence,
               John McMahon, recalls that “Casey kept pushing us to the limit. He put different teams
               on the same job—analysts, super-analysts, insiders, outsiders. He had people who did
               nothing but sift through every scrap of evidence.”
            

            
            Even though the DI was unable to corroborate the DCI’s instinctive belief, Bob Gates
               informed Casey in September 1982 that “our analysts and operations officers believed
               that if Moscow had wanted to assassinate the Pope, Agca would have been too risky
               an instrument” and prepared a brief for the president that could be summed up with
               the verdict “insufficient evidence.” This was delivered on 20 December 1982, and copies
               also went to George Schultz, Caspar Weinberger, and William Clark. Casey, always vulnerable
               to the accusation that he had deliberately politicized the agency’s analytical work,
               was under an obligation to submit the assassination report to the White House, but
               he made his view clear as he did so, expressly disassociating himself from the clinical
               judgment expressed in the summary of the text.
            

            
            Officially, as the Rome station monitored the Italian investigation, picking up “information
               that had more holes in it than Swiss cheese,” the CIA appeared to remain entirely
               agnostic on the issue, as was confirmed by John McMahon and Bob Gates as they both
               gave evidence to Congress in 1983, the first time that the DDI and the DDO had been
               cross-examined together by the Senate Intelligence Select Committee. “From the time
               the Pope had been shot,” recalled Bob Gates, the “CIA had straddled the issue of whether
               the Bulgarians and thus the Soviets had been involved.”
            

            
               The truth was that we really didn’t know. The clandestine service worked hard in Western
                  Europe, and in Eastern Europe to come up with more information and, hopefully, “smoking
                  gun” evidence. And we came up with a lot on the trail on the gun that the assailant,
                  Agca, used and on his travels and his arrangements, but nothing on who might have
                  been behind the plot. I had read our own analysis closely enough to know the gaps
                  in the case, and thus remained agnostic on the question. Casey was convinced the Soviets
                  were behind the assassination attempt and frustrated that we couldn’t prove it.
               

            

            In fact there was a growing volume of evidence, but not definite proof, of Bulgarian
               complicity, even if the Italian investigation of Agca’s suspicious intelligence links
               seemed eccentric to the point of chaotic. Exasperated by the poor reporting from the
               Rome station, the DI sent David Cohen, as deputy director of the Office of Global
               Issues, to collect boxes of documents containing the material gathered together by
               the various, apparently uncoordinated Italian inquiries, and these were pored over
               by the CIA’s analysts. Cindy Webb and Nancy Hooper of the DO’s counter-terrorist branch
               wrote a series of papers describing instances of classic tradecraft and had no difficulty
               in persuading the National Intelligence Officer (NIO) for the Soviet Union, Fritz
               Ermarth, that there had been a DS conspiracy even if nothing had emerged to actually
               prove anything beyond a convincing circumstantial case.
            

            
            The controversy moved into high gear with the circulation in May 1983 of a DI paper,
               The Papal Assassination Attempt: A Review of the Record, which purported to be a “comprehensive assessment,” concluding that the tradecraft
               was not typical of any Soviet or Bulgarian intelligence agencies, and therefore the
               Soviets were not behind the plot. The document was to come under immediate and sustained
               criticism for being “incomplete, poorly coordinated and documented,” serving only
               to confirm to those who held the opposite view that the DI analysts were too preoccupied
               with economic models and tidy order of battle assessments and were unfamiliar with
               the Soviet tradition of what was euphemistically termed “active measures” or the First
               Chief Directorate’s long history of “involvement in mischief.”
            

         

         
         	JUAN CARLOS, KING

         
         	
            In April 1993 a plot to assassinate Spain’s King Juan Carlos while he was on holiday
               in Palma de Mallorca, attending a Davis Cup tennis tournament, was interdicted by
               the police. The 31-year-old ETA sniper, Javier Perez Aldunate, was arrested in February
               2005. Reportedly he was supposed to shoot the monarch as he traveled from the Marvient
               Palace to join the royal yacht Fortuna.
            

            
             In October 1997, ETA planned to attack the king as he opened the Guggenheim Museum
               in Bilbao, but those involved were challenged when they were discovered trying to
               hide grenades among flowerpots outside the building. One of those implicated, 44-year-old
               Eneko Gogeaskoetxea Arronategui, who shot a police officer dead as he escaped, was
               arrested in Cambridge in July 2011. In 2012, after he had been extradited to Spain,
               he was sentenced to 92 years’ imprisonment. Also sentenced for the same crime was
               another ETA member, Kepa Arrontegi.
            

            
             In December 2003 the ETA leader Gorka Palacios Adlay was detained in Bordeaux. Then,
               in April 2004, following the arrest of the ETA leader Felic Alberto Lopez de la Calle,
               the French police swooped on the Pyrenean village of St. Michel and arrested Felix
               Ignacio Esparza Luri and Maria Mercedes Chivite Berango.
            

            
            On 3 October 2004 a cache of documents on a CD-ROM were found with four computers
               recovered from an ETA hideout in France which revealed a plan to assassinate Spain’s
               King Juan Carlos by firing a surface-to-air missile at his aircraft. The material,
               and two of the missiles, was discovered at the home in Salis-de-Bearn of an ETA leader,
               Mikel Albazu Iriarte, which he shared with his girlfriend, Soledad Iparraguirre. Two
               weeks later seven further raids were conducted in the villages of St. Pierre d’Irube
               and Urrugne where a large haul of munitions was recovered, including 652 kilos of
               dynamite, 277 guns, 30 mortars, 148 grenades, 32 grenade launchers, 50 detonators,
               and 90,000 rounds of ammunition.
            

            
            Apparently ETA had bought a shoulder-fired Stela-2 SA-7 Grail missile from the Provisional
               IRA in Germany in 1999. When interrogated, 49-year-old Pedro Maria Olano claimed in
               2010 that an attempt had been made to fire the weapons at the Spanish prime minister
               Jose Maria Aznar’s Dassault Falcon 900 on 23 April and 4 and 11 May 2001, at Fuenterrabla
               and Foronda, but the missiles proved to be defective.
            

            
            In November 2008 the gendarmerie apprehended 35-year-old Garikoltz Aspiazu Rubina
               and 31-year-old Leire Lopez Zurutua in Cauterets, so they were replaced by 28-year-old
               Jurdan Martitegi Lizaso, who was caught in Perpignan in April 2009. Finally, in June
               2013, 37-year-old Jon Lizarribar Lasarte and 39-year-old Ruben Gelben Gonzalez were
               arrested by Spanish police in Navarra. These arrests, and the seizures of weapons,
               effectively decapitated ETA and thoroughly disrupted the organization.
            

         

      


      K

      
      
      
         
         	KADYROV, AKHMAD

         
         	
            On 9 May 2004 the president of Chechnya since October 2003, Akhmad Kadyrov, was killed
               by a bomb at the Dinamo football stadium in Grozny while attending the annual Soviet
               victory parade. The device had been planted under the dais and killed more than two
               dozen attendees, including two presidential bodyguards, and wounded many more spectators.
               An Islamist rebel leader, Shamil Bazayev, later claimed responsibility for the assassination.
               Kadyrov was succeeded by his son, Ramzan.
            

            
         

         
         	KAMEL, HUSSEIN

         
         	
            As the sultan of Egypt, Hussein Kamel left the Abdin Palace in Cairo on 8 April 1915,
               when his carriage was approached by a young man who drew a pistol from a bunch of
               flowers he was carrying to fire a single shot which missed its target. Mohamed Khalil,
               aged 27, was immediately arrested and declared that the recently appointed Khedive
               was a traitor to Islam. He was convicted on 20 April and hanged four days later.
            

            
             In June 1915 there was another attempt on his life, this time by Mohammad Naguib
               el-Helbawy and Mohammad Shams el-Dine, who tossed a bomb under the sultan’s carriage,
               but it failed to detonate. They were apprehended and condemned to death, but Kamel
               then commuted the sentences to hard labor for life.
            

            
         

         
         	KAMERA

         
         	
            Following his emigration to the United States, the KGB’s former chief of counter-intelligence,
               General Oleg Kalugin, stated that by the late 1970s the KGB had virtually stopped
               pulling off “wet jobs” but had retained the services of Sergei M. Golubev of the Operational
               and Technical Directorate, who ran the Kamera, also known as Laboratory 12, which
               had been created by Stalin to devise methods of eliminating enemies. Golubev’s 59
               unit “invented new ways of killing people, from poisons that could be slipped into
               drinks to jellies that could be rubbed on a person to induce a heart attack.” Allegedly
               one such toxin was used against Alexander Solzhenitsyn “in a store in Russia in the
               early 1970s, making him violently ill but not killing him.” It had been Golubev, assisted
               by Yuri Surov, the officer in charge of tracking down KGB defectors, who had gone
               to Sofia to assist in the DS’s scheme to trace and eliminate Georgi Markov in London, where he broadcast on the BBC’s World Service. Initially this proved unsuccessful
               as they opted against treating the handle of his car door with the toxin for fear
               of killing his girlfriend and thereby alerting him to the threat, they were unable
               to smear the poison jelly on Markov while he was at a beach resort in Italy, and they
               failed to tamper with his food during a trip to Germany. They finally selected a novel
               method of shooting Markov, with a tiny platinum pellet containing a lethal quantity
               of ricin, and this was achieved in September 1978 as the Bulgarian dissident was walking
               across Waterloo Bridge, not far from the BBC’s headquarters at Bush House. He was
               shot in the leg by an assassin using a gun disguised as an American-manufactured umbrella,
               and he succumbed in the hospital a few days later, his doctors baffled by his symptoms.
               By the time the microscopic pellet had been recovered from Markov’s thigh and the
               ricin discovered, it was too late. Only Oleg Kalugin has acknowledged the KGB’s complicity
               in the Markov assassination, although it is worth noting that when General Ivan T.
               Savchenko, who was the KGB rezident in Sofia between 1969 and 1980, was asked about the Markov case and the subsequent
               disappearance of Markov’s DS file, he replied that its destruction “would be a completely
               unprofessional action.”
            

            
         

         
         	KARLOV, ANDREI

         
         	
            When the 62-year-old Russian ambassador to Turkey visited an art gallery in Ankara
               on 19 December 2016, he was killed by a 22-year-old off-duty member of a police riot
               squad, Mevlut Mert Altintas, who shouted, “Don’t forget Aleppo,” as he fired nine
               shots into Karlov’s back at close range. Karlov was a Ministry of Foreign Affairs
               professional diplomat who had graduated from Moscow and had subsequently been posted
               to Pyongyang and Seoul. Altintas, who had used his police identification to avoid
               the metal detectors at the gallery’s entrance, was shot dead at the scene.
            

            
         

         
         	KELLY, BRIAN

         
         	
            An intelligence analyst employed by the British Ministry of Defence (MOD) Intelligence
               Staff (DIS), 59-year-old Dr. Brian Kelly was in 1984 appointed director of the Chemical
               and Biological Research Establishment’s defense microbiology division at Porton Down.
               He was a respected expert on biological warfare and WMDs, and in the latter capacity
               he was nominated as an UNSCOM weapons inspector in Iraq in 1991.
            

            
             Dr. Kelly’s body was found propped up against a tree in a woodland near his home
               in Oxfordshire on 17 July 2003, and the circumstances of his death raised speculation
               that he had been the victim of an assassination. However, a coroner’s inquest conducted
               as a formal inquiry by Sir Brian Hutton concluded that the scientist had taken his
               own life two days after he had been caught in a lie during the evidence he had given
               to the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Select Committee investigating the Iraqi WMD
               controversy.
            

            
             Although Dr. Kelly had been authorized to brief the media, he had been highly indiscreet
               about the accuracy of a JIC assessment that had been assembled, declassified, and
               released for publication in February 2003 to set out the nature of the threat from
               Iraqi WMD. Kelly and some of his DIS colleagues, including the metallurgist Brian
               Jones, had expressed strong reservations about the accuracy of the “sexed up” document
               which became known as the “dodgy dossier.”
            

            
             In his evidence to the Select Committee, Kelly categorically denied having been the
               source relied upon for a BBC news bulletin critical of the JIC report, and then he
               repeated his denial to his MOD management. However, Kelly soon came to realize that
               his denial, and his identity, was about to be exposed through an authorized leak,
               and this may have led him to commit suicide. For Tony Blair’s administration—already
               besieged over the improper political influence exercised on the content of the JIC
               report, the pressure they had applied on Kelly as he was about to be subjected to
               a hostile interrogation by MOD officials who had suspended his security clearance,
               and the odd circumstances of Kelly’s death—the issue escalated to a major scandal.
               In response, the attorney-general authorized the release of the post-mortem report,
               which had been intended to be closed for 70 years in an effort to protect the family.
            

            
             Kelly, probably unaware that he had been the subject of a Metropolitan Police Special
               Branch leak inquiry which had been initiated in March but closed in July, took his
               daily walk alone on the afternoon of 17 July, and his corpse was found by police the
               next morning. An autopsy revealed that he had taken an overdose of 25 of his wife’s
               co-proxamol tablets, a painkiller closely associated with suicides, and had cut his
               left wrist with a penknife. He had lost a very large amount of blood by severing the
               ulnar artery, but medical opinion was divided on whether this was the cause of death
               or if Kelly’s undetected but severe atherosclerosis had been a contributory factor.
            

            
             However, the interest and presence of the local Thames Valley Police Special Branch,
               an organization headed by Gilbert Houalla, raised suspicions that the police search,
               code-named MASON, was more of an official cover-up than an authentic forensic examination
               of what had led to Kelly’s death.
            

            
             In July 2010 a former KGB officer, Boris Karpichkov, who had defected from Latvia
               in 1998 and acquired British citizenship in 2010, asserted that in his opinion Kelly
               had been murdered, naming Peter Everett, described as as SIS contractor, as his source.
               However, Karpichkov had also claimed that another ostensibly mysterious death, that
               of a GCHQ cryptanalyst Gareth Williams, in London in August 2010, had been a murder.
               In reality there was no evidence to support either claim.
            

            
         

         
         	KENNEDY, JOHN F

         
         	
            Following the death of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas, Texas, on 22 November
               1963, there was continuous speculation about the precise role played by the alleged
               sole gunman, Lee Harvey Oswald. The DCI, John McCone, pledged the CIA’s full cooperation
               to the Warren Commission but omitted to mention the plots to assassinate Fidel Castro.
               This failure was later acknowledged in 2013 as a “benign cover-up” by the CIA’s chief
               historian, David Robarge.
            

            
             The CIA played a significant role in the investigation of JFK’s death and supervised
               an analysis of the vital film taken at the scene by Abraham Zapruder which was studied
               at the National Photographic Interpretation Center. A cable was sent to all overseas
               stations by the DDP, Dick Helms, trawling for any relevant information, and on 23
               November, David Murphy, chief of the Soviet Russia Division, was alerted to a report
               from Mexico City indicating that less than two months earlier Oswald had been spotted
               meeting Valeri Kostikov, a KGB 13th Department officer in Oleg Nichiporenko’s rezidentura. This encounter at the Soviet embassy led the headquarters staff to speculate that
            

            
            
               Although it appears that [Oswald] was then thinking only about a peaceful change of
                  residence to the Soviet Union, it is possible that he was getting documented to make
                  a quick escape after assassinating the President.
               

               
            

            The CIA established a code name, GP/FLOOR, for an investigation that had as its foundation
               Oswald’s counter-intelligence file, opened in early November 1959, and his standard
               201 file, opened in December 1960, which listed him as one of 12 U.S. defectors to
               the Soviet Union. The CIA’s role was in support of the FBI inquiry, with Birch O’Neal
               acting as liaison, by providing contributions from clandestine and liaison sources,
               and it initially was coordinated by John Whitten of the Mexican branch of the Western
               Hemisphere Division until Ray Rocca of the Counter-Intelligence Staff took over, with
               support from Murphy’s counter-intelligence experts, Pete Bagley and Lee Wigren. Whitten’s
               report in December on Oswald in Mexico was considered sub-standard, and the CI Staff,
               mainly Arthur Dooley and Thomas Hall, had developed a close working relationship with
               the FBI and were therefore considered a more suitable conduit. Certainly the DCI was
               anxious to ingratiate himself with the irascible J. Edgar Hoover and called him on
               28 November:
            

            
            
               I just want to be sure that you are satisfied that this Agency is giving you all the
                  help that we possibly can in connection with your investigation of the situation in
                  Dallas. I know the importance the President places on this investigation you are making.
                  He asked me personally whether CIA was giving you full support. I said that they were,
                  but I just wanted to be sure from you that you felt so. . . . [Y]ou can call on us
                  for anything we have. I think it is an exceedingly important investigation and report
                  and I am delighted that the President has called on you to make it.
               

               
            

            The FBI initial report, dated December 1963, amounted to four volumes and, to the
               CIA’s surprise, contained material about Oswald’s period in the Soviet Union that
               was new to the CI Staff. At that stage the CIA had little to go on, and some of the
               contributions were unhelpful. For example, the KGB defector Peter Deriabin advised
               that Oswald was very likely a KGB asset and perhaps a trained assassin, although there
               was little obvious evidence to support his position at headquarters.
            

            
             On 28 November, Langley noted the possibility of either a domestic or international
               conspiracy, remarking that we “have by no means excluded the possibility that other
               as yet unknown persons may have been involved or even that other powers may have played
               a role.”
            

            
            On 1 December Winston M. Scott, the station chief in Mexico City since 1956, was instructed
               to “continue to follow all leads and tips. The question of whether Oswald acted solely
               on his own has still not been finally resolved.” Specifically, the CIA was seeking
               evidence of Soviet or Cuban complicity, but this search was misinterpreted by the
               FBI, prompting the bureau’s liaison, Sam Papich, to confront McCone that he had leaked
               to the media a story that Oswald had received money in Mexico in September to kill
               JFK. McCone denied the allegation but admitted having briefed President Lyndon B.
               Johnson on the inquiries made by Win Scott’s CIA station in Mexico City. The inter-agency
               tension would be exacerbated in the middle of January 1964 when the CIA accused the
               FBI of passing its surveillance reports to the Warren Commission, thereby potentially
               compromising the station’s technical coverage of the Soviet embassy. This sensitive
               source depended on Mexican cooperation, and that would be jeopardized if the operation
               became public.
            

            
            Although the CIA responded positively to the commission’s requests for specific information,
               the agency neglected to volunteer some crucial material, such as its past involvement
               with pro- and anti-Castro groups in Miami, a lapse that would attract the criticism
               of the Church Committee. If Dulles, who certainly knew about these operations, informed any of his copanelists,
               there is no trace in the final report, and there is no evidence he discussed the matter
               with his principal CIA contacts, who were Helms, Murphy, and Rocca, but not McCone.
            

            
            The CIA quickly came to the conclusion that there had only been one gunman in Dallas,
               and they could not link Jack Ruby to any Cuban groups. However, the KGB seized the
               opportunity to create mischief by promoting the second-sniper theory and implicating
               the CIA in a complex right-wing conspiracy. This was accomplished by subsidizing Joachim
               Hoesten’s Oswald: Assassin or Fall-Guy? and Mark Lane’s Rush to Judgment, and the lasting impression was not diminished by McCone’s public evidence before
               the commission. The DCI confirmed that the CIA
            

            
            
               had knowledge of him, of course, because of his having gone to the Soviet Union .
                  . . putting him in a situation where his name would appear in our name file. However,
                  Lee Harvey Oswald was not an agent, employee, or informant of the CIA. The Agency
                  never contacted him, interviewed him, talked with him, or received or solicited any
                  reports or information from him, or communicated with him directly or in any other
                  manner. The Agency never furnished him with any funds or money or compensated him
                  directly or indirectly in any fashion, and Lee Harvey Oswald was never associated
                  or connected directly or indirectly in any way whatsoever with the Agency.
               

               
            

            The DCI’s assurance was true, but the DI had been alerted to Oswald’s existence in
               1962 when a former U.S. Marine, who had defected to the Soviets and found himself
               working in the same Gorizont radio factory in Minsk, described his experience to the
               CIA through a domestic field office. Oswald had worked at the plant as a lathe operator
               for 28 months until June 1962 and the creation of a file by the Foreign Documents
               Division of the DI’s Soviet branch.
            

            
            Quite separately, Oswald’s name had been added to the HT/LINGUAL intercept list, which
               copied the international airmail correspondence of particular target addressees, but
               McCone felt that project was also too sensitive to disclose. Instead, he concluded
               in May 1964,
            

            
            
               I have no information . . . that would lead me to believe or conclude that a conspiracy
                  existed. . . . We made an investigation of all developments after the assassination
                  which came to our attention which might possibly have indicated a conspiracy, and
                  we determined after these investigations, which were made promptly and immediately,
                  that we had no evidence to support such an assumption.
               

               
            

            The DCI had reached this view after having read a report from Murphy’s Soviet Russia
               Division drafted in December 1963 that assessed Oswald as not having been Soviet-sponsored
               despite “several rather fascinating inconsistencies, loose ends, and unanswered questions
               about Oswald.” The oddities lay in two departures from standard KGB tradecraft. First,
               the very direct link between Oswald and the Mexico rezidentura should have precluded him from overt political activity in the United States, such
               as the street campaigning he participated in; and second, there was nothing to suggest
               that he had undergone any KGB training as an assassin, which was also unusual, if
               he had acted on behalf of the Soviets. Both factors suggested that Oswald was an oddball
               who may have been something of an embarrassment to Moscow.
            

            
             The problem for the CIA, which would only emerge more than a decade after the commission
               had completed its work, was the fact that the details of some high-risk operations
               had been kept from McCone, and they included the plots to assassinate Castro, which
               were revealed in 1978. When McCone was asked about these on the basis that they were
               surely relevant to what had happened to JFK, he acknowledged that his CIA subordinate
               had kept him in the dark. Specifically, he was challenged whether it had been the
               desire to avoid embarrassment that had motivated the agency to conceal the murder
               plots:
            

            
            
               I cannot answer that since they withheld the information from me. I cannot answer
                  that question. I have never been satisfied as to why they withheld the information
                  from me.
               

               
            

            When cornered on this very particular charge, McCone blamed his predecessor, pointing
               out that Dulles, himself a commission member, had been the DCI responsible for the
               Cuban plots, so he had reasonably assumed that he had taken the initiative to share
               his knowledge with his copanelists. The issue of the suppression of supposedly relevant
               evidence became a matter of controversy when two Washington, D.C. journalists claimed
               that one of the items that had gone undeclared to the Warren Commission had been an
               NIE which had detailed “a Kremlin policy to remove from public office by assassination
               Western officials who actively oppose Soviet policies.”
            

            
            The reality was somewhat different. In October 1961 the CIA had produced a draft study
               titled Soviet Strategic Executive Action, which had developed into a much larger paper, Soviet Use of Assassination and Kidnapping, which had been completed in February 1964 (see appendix B). Neither had been an
               NIE, and the final document had been submitted to the commission but had not even
               mentioned Kennedy, its purpose having been to put the KGB’s 13th Department into a
               historical context.
            

            
            Although this particular allegation was misconceived by the two journalists, Robert
               S. Allen and Paul Scott, McCone was dismayed by the leak and described their reporting
               as “a serious compromise of a highly sensitive document,” but he nevertheless avoided
               disclosing what he knew about Bill Harvey’s scheme to employ the mafia to kill Castro,
               a project that he had been briefed about two months before Kennedy’s death. In private, McCone claimed that his omission had been prompted by
               “the DPP’s assessment that the plots to kill Castro had no bearing on the Kennedy
               assassination.”
            

            
            Helms had reached his considered judgment after reviewing the evidence from several
               sources, the most compelling being the signals intelligence from the Soviet Union
               which had revealed the stunned reactions of the Kremlin. Code-named GAMMA GUPPY, NSA
               intercept operators working on the sixth floor of the U.S. embassy in Moscow were
               eavesdropping on leadership’s limousine radio-telephone conversations. Clearly Nikita
               Khrushchev had been taken completely by surprise, and the indications were that the
               Politburo membership exhibited a great fear of American retaliation. McCone had endorsed
               this position, and then accepted that past CIA activities relating to Cuba were therefore
               irrelevant and were best kept hidden from the commission.
            

            
            In 1976, of course, the Church Committee, having learned of the omission, felt that
               the CIA had effectively misled the commission and was savage in its opinion that “concern
               with public reputation . . . possible bureaucratic failure and embarrassment . . .
               the extreme compartmentation of knowledge of sensitive operations . . . conscious
               decisions not to disclose potentially important information” kept the commission ignorant
               of potentially significant factors. Three years later the House assassinations Committee
               decided the commission had “failed to investigate adequately the possibility of a
               conspiracy to assassinate the President.”
            

            
            While the FBI and CIA sparred over what classified material could be shared with the
               commission, the CIA in early February 1964 received a KGB defector, Yuri Nosenko,
               who claimed to have read the KGB’s file on Oswald and thereby delivered the message,
               by inference, that the former U.S. Marine was considered an unreliable psychiatric
               case and that the Kremlin had not been behind the assassination of John F. Kennedy.
               Nosenko not only claimed that he had been one of the SCD officers to handle Oswald
               in 1959, when he had been regarded as unstable and unintelligent, but also insisted
               that he had reviewed his visa application to return to the Soviet Union in 1963. The
               CIA realized Nosenko’s significance. If he was telling the truth, the Soviets were
               exonerated. If he was lying, the KGB was implicated. In his evidence in 1978, Helms
               articulated the conundrum:
            

            
            
               If it were shown that Oswald was . . . acting as a Soviet agent when he shot President
                  Kennedy, the consequences to the United States . . . and . . . to the world, would
                  have been staggering.
               

               
            

            During questioning, some counter-intelligence experts tripped up Nosenko in his lies
               and pointed out the inconsistencies in his narrative. The controversy over Nosenko’s
               motives and authenticity became uniquely divisive with the organization because of
               the implications. Superficially, Nosenko’s claim that Oswald was of no intelligence
               interest to the KGB seemed odd. Oswald had revealed his military experience at Atsugi,
               the Japanese airfield where U-2 aircraft were based. He had also been allowed to marry
               the niece of a GRU officer. An analysis of Nosenko’s counter-intelligence leads was
               inconclusive. Under interrogation he had mentioned a total of 167 cases, of which
               most involved foreigners, with 63 being U.S. citizens. However, most, 52 in each category,
               were already known to the CIA or could not be progressed. In other words, the most
               senior SCD officer to provide the CIA with information could only prompt 63 new investigations,
               and much of this was what the FBI would describe as “peanuts—no real significance.”
            

            
            Although he was incarcerated at Camp Peary for 25 months from August 1965 and October
               1967, Nosenko would eventually be released, compensated, and rehabilitated. Nevertheless,
               some considered the agency management’s volte-face to have been an act of expediency
               rather than professionalism. Bagley, who had started off as a believer in Nosenko,
               became his fiercest critic, unwilling to accept that it was mere coincidence that
               the SCD officer had materialized so fortuitously in the middle of the Warren Commission’s
               deliberations. McCone, encouraged by Attorney-General Robert Kennedy to extract the
               truth from the defector, explained to President Johnson that “the Soviet’s performance
               and action were so different from any other defector case that our suspicions had
               been aroused.”
            

            
            Helms justified his decision to subject Nosenko to 16 months’ incarceration and a
               hostile interrogation by acknowledging that the problem had been “one of the most
               difficult the Agency had ever faced.”
            

            
            
               Here a President of the United States has been murdered and a man had come from the
                  Soviet Union, an acknowledged Soviet intelligence officer, and said his intelligence
                  service had never been in touch with this man and knew nothing about him. This strained
                  credulity at the time. It strains it to this day. . . . You are damned if you hold
                  a fellow too long and treat him badly . . . and you are damned the other way if you
                  have not dug his teeth out to find out what he knows about Oswald.
               

               
            

            The Nosenko debate would divide the CIA, with Angleton, influenced by advice from
               the 1962 KGB defector Anatoli Golitsyn; Murphy; and Helms’s deputy Tom Karamessines
               expressing skepticism, but the FBI had been assured by their star source, Dmitri Polyakov,
               that Nosenko was the genuine article, so Hoover declared him “valid and valuable.”
               However, when the commission was informed about Nosenko in early April 1964, the agency’s
               reservations about his veracity was made clear. Finally, in the middle of June 1964,
               when the commission demanded a verdict and Sam Papich had agreed that some of his
               FBI colleagues were beginning to doubt Nosenko, McCone advised the chief justice that
               the KGB officer could be a false defector and therefore his evidence should be suppressed.
               Naturally, the CIA was very anxious not to endorse testimony from someone who might
               turn out to be a plant, so why take the risk?
            

            
            By the time he gave his 1978 testimony to the House Committee, McCone’s view had changed
               somewhat, and he opined that the Warren Commission should have been told by his former
               agency about its involvement in the Cuban plots. It was only after the Soviet collapse
               in 1991 that some matters could be resolved finally, and the scale of the KGB’s promotion
               of conspiracy theories intended to embarrass and denigrate the CIA became known. Additionally,
               several different sources confirmed that both Nosenko and Golitsyn had been genuine
               defectors and were regarded by the Soviet leadership as highly dangerous traitors.
            

            
         

         
         	KERENSKY, ALEXANDER

         
         	
            Just the fact that rumors circulated in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) of a German plot
               to assassinate Alexander Kerensky was sufficient to destabilize his administration,
               which would be overthrown by the Bolsheviks a few months later in November 1917.
            

            
             On 17 July 1917 newspapers in London reported from Petrograd about a German scheme
               to kill the Russian prime minister:
            

            
            
               The Russian Intelligence Department has learned that the Germans are sending 700 spies
                  to Russia to attempt to assassinate M. Kerensky. The assassins have adopted extraordinary
                  precautions to protect him, particularly against bombs and train wrecks.
               

               
            

            On the same day another news agency elaborated:

            
            
               The government has ordered a strict watch on German agents, who have arrived in Russia,
                  it is believed, to carry out the assassination of Kerensky and other Ministers.
               

               
            

            Although no attempt ever materialized, the German strategy was to promote the Bolsheviks
               in the expectation that a revolution would result in a withdrawal from the conflict,
               thereby allowing the Central Powers to concentrate their forces against the remaining
               Allies, as would happen on 3 March 1918 at the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The extent
               to which the Okhrana, the Russian intelligence organization, was in any position to
               warn of German intentions is doubtful as the small staff, estimated at 1,100, was
               fully preoccupied with countering the threat from groups of revolutionary socialists.
            

            
         

         
         	KHAN, HABIBULLAH

         
         	
            The amir of Afghanistan, Habibullah Khan, was shot dead on 20 February 1919 while
               participating in a hunt near Jalalabad. He had succeeded his father as amir in 1901,
               establishing a reputation as a reformer, and ensured his country’s neutrality during
               World War I. Among his achievements was the removal of the country’s feared security
               apparatus which had been created by his father. However, his political opponents resented
               Habibullah’s refusal to support the Muslim Ottoman Empire, and a group of young religious
               fanatics followed the hunting party into Laghman province and shot the amir dead.
               His brother Nasrullah succeeded to the throne but was quickly deposed by his nephew
               Amanullah who ruled until his abdication in January 1929.
            

            
         

         
         	KHAN, LIAQUAT ALI

         
         	
            Pakistan’s first prime minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, was assassinated during a political
               rally organized by the Muslim League in a park in Rawalpindi on 16 October 1951 by
               a lone Afghan gunman, Saad Akbar Babrak, who fired three shots and was then himself
               killed by five rounds from a police sub-inspector, Mohammad Shah. The assassin’s motive
               was never established, but a commission of inquiry held 38 meetings to hear evidence
               from 89 witnesses and concluded that there had been several separate conspiracies
               plotting to kill Khan at the time Babrak succeeded. Fifty-six years after Khan’s death,
               Benazir Bhutto was assassinated at the same place.
            

            
         

         
         	KHOKHLOV, NIKOLAI

         
         	
            Trained as an assassin by the Ninth Section of the NKVD’s First Chief Directorate,
               Captain Khokhlov surrendered to his intended victim, Georgi Okolovich, in Frankfurt
               in February 1954. He also identified two of his fellow assassins, Kurt Weber and Hans
               Kurkovich. Khokhlov’s revelations caused so much embarrassment to Moscow that the
               Ninth Section was temporarily disbanded and then reorganized as the 13th Department.
               He subsequently published his memoirs, In the Name of Conscience.
            

            
             Khokhlov, who had played a key role in the assassination of Wilhelm Kube, the Nazi
               gauleiter of Minsk, had married Yania Timashkevits in 1952 and thereafter had fallen
               under her influence. She came from a Uniate Christian family, and she secretly converted
               her husband to Orthodox Christianity. Accordingly, when assigned by his superior,
               Colonel Lev Studnikov, to kill Georgi S. Okolovich, the leader of the exiled NTS nationalists
               headquartered in Frankfurt am Main, Khokhlov had called at his apartment on 18 February
               1954 and had given himself up to his intended victim. Okolovich and his organization,
               financed jointly by the CIA and the SIS, was an important target for the KGB because
               it distributed subversive literature across the Ukraine and supplied the CIA with
               volunteers willing to be dropped into their homeland as agents and guerrillas. Since
               Okolovich enjoyed close ties to all the Allied intelligence agencies and was actually
               the director of the NTS’s covert operations branch, he asked Khokhlov which service
               he wished to defect to. “Not the British,” he had replied. “My impression is that
               in the name of the British Empire they would cheat the U.S. or even betray us. As
               to the French, I don’t know whether they could handle it.”
            

            
            During an interrogation conducted by specialists who flew in from Washington, D.C.,
               Khokhlov established his credentials by his identification of WOLF, the KGB’s mole
               in the NTS organization who had supplied much of the data he held on Okolovich. Having
               accepted Khokhlov as genuine, the CIA’s Tracy Barnes decided that the defector should
               attempt to persuade his two Moscow-trained coconspirators, Kurt Weber and Hans Kurkovich,
               to defect as well. A veteran of the Spanish Civil War, Weber was a lifelong communist
               who had joined the French resistance and found a talent for forgery and the procurement
               of weapons. In contrast, Kurkovich was an adventurer who had specialized in the elimination
               of Nazi collaborators. He too had fought with the French and once had been rescued
               from the Gestapo by Weber, who had made some bogus papers requiring his release from
               a prison hospital. At the end of the war both had trekked home, where Kurkovich had
               settled down with a young widow in Potsdam and Weber had found a job as a clerk in
               a police station in Kopenik.
            

            
            Escorted by the CIA to the prearranged rendezvous in Augsburg, where they were to
               collect some special weapons for the murder from a cache hidden by an Austrian businessman,
               Khokhlov met Weber and Kurkovich and offered them political asylum in the West. Both
               men agreed, and all three were accommodated in the CIA’s compound at Oberursel where
               they gave damning accounts of the training they had undergone at Kuchino prior to
               their deployment for what they termed “wet affairs” in the West. When their stories
               were later made public, the CIA released photographs of the ingeniously lethal weaponry
               with which they had been equipped by the KGB, including a silenced pistol and a miniature
               gun capable of firing three potassium-cyanide-tipped dumdum bullets from inside a
               container disguised as an ordinary cigarette case. For the following fortnight the
               KGB continued to believe that the three illegals were still at liberty in the West,
               and, under the CIA’s supervision, an operation was mounted in Vienna to entrap Khokhlov’s
               handler, Lieutenant-Colonel Oleg Okun. This scheme had been made possible because
               Nikita Khorunsky, the KGB’s mole in the NTS, had defected to the French in January,
               so the KGB had not been surprised at his disappearance.
            

            
            The fact that Khorunsky’s original confession had been less than complete and had
               omitted much of the detail subsequently supplied by Khokhlov ensured him a five-year
               prison sentence in the Federal Republic before he was exchanged in a spy swap with
               the East in 1959. In the meantime the CIA pitched his controller, Oleg Okun. The proposal
               was to corner Okun and break the news to him that his entire network had come under
               the CIA’s control and to offer him and his family resettlement as an alternative to
               enduring the KGB’s wrath at what it would regard as his criminal incompetence. As
               well as losing Khorunsky, Khokhlov, Weber, and Kurkovich, he would also be told that
               his only other source inside the NTS, a Russian émigré named Shmelyov, had been compromised.
               The coup de grâce was to be delivered by the Austrian who had smuggled Khokhlov’s
               exotic weapons into Germany concealed inside a car battery. Khokhlov had identified
               him to the CIA and assured his new handlers that the wealthy former communist was
               ripe for recruitment as a double agent. However, when the businessman was approached
               in April, soon after his return from a visit to Switzerland, he declined to cooperate
               and warned Okun who was promptly recalled to Moscow.
            

            
            Khokhlov was almost suicidal at the failure of the operation, as he believed that
               the KGB would now be bound to realize that he had defected, but in fact Okun had attributed
               his betrayal to the coincidental defection in Vienna of his close colleague Piotr
               Deriabin. Having abandoned any chance of ever seeing his wife and child again, Khokhlov
               was persuaded to make a public statement at a press conference in Bonn on 22 April
               about his mission to kill the NTS leadership, in the vain hope that his notoriety
               might help save his family in Moscow. In June, when he learned that his wife and child
               had been arrested, Khokhlov abandoned his plan of resettlement in the United States
               sponsored by the CIA and took up residence under a new identity in Switzerland.
            

            
         

         
         	KIKHIA, MANSOUR AL-

         
         	
            The 62-year-old Libyan former foreign minister Mansour al-Kikhia was abducted in Cairo
               on 10 December 1993 and murdered in Tripoli. Al-Kikhia had served as foreign minister
               and then as his country’s representative at the United Nations. While staying at the
               Hotel Safir he was bundled into a limousine carrying diplomatic license plates and
               disappeared without a trace until his remains were found in Tripoli in 2012.
            

            
             A diabetic, Kikhia had moved to the United States in 1980, had applied for American
               citizenship, and was married to an American, Baha Omary Kikhia, with whom he lived
               in Vienna, Virginia. A CIA investigation, which concluded in August 1997, found that
               Kikhia, who had traveled to Egypt to attend the annual conference of the Arab Organization
               for Human Rights, had been seen drinking coffee with two men believed to be members
               of the Egyptian Mukhabarat. According to the CIA report, Kikhia was forcibly escorted
               to the residence of Ibrahim Bishari, Libya’s ambassador to the Arab League, where
               he was interrogated by Abdullah Senoussi, Muammar Gadhafi’s brother-in-law and head
               of the Jaraminayah. He was then taken to Tripoli, where he died in 1994.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HUEONG-WOOK

         
         	
            On 7 October 1979 Kim Hueong-wook, the former director of the KCIA, disappeared while
               on a visit to Paris and was never seen again. Kim, who had been a close friend and
               supporter of President Park Chung-hee, had headed the KCIA between 1963 and 1969.
               After his retirement from the KCIA, Kim was elected to the Korean Parliament, but
               he moved to the United States in 1973, announcing that he intended to write his memoirs
               which would contain disclosures that would embarrass President Park. Allegedly Kim,
               who testified to the U.S. Congress about illicit payments made to senators in support
               of the Republic of Korea’s political objectives, made a financial settlement with
               Park but then reneged on it.
            

            
             Kim, who was at the center of a major political scandal in Washington, D.C., in 1970,
               implicated 10 American politicians and effectively ended their careers, although only
               Representative Richard T. Hanna, who had received a bribe of $200,000 from the businessman
               Tongsun Park, was sentenced to a term of imprisonment.
            

            
            In May 2005 the renamed Korean National Intelligence Service investigated Kim’s abduction
               and heard evidence that the chargé d’affaires at the Paris embassy, Lee Sang-yeol,
               who was also the KCIA representative, had organized his kidnapping and murder. Reportedly
               Kim had been shot with a silenced pistol and his body dumped in a wood outside the
               city.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG-NAM

         
         	
            On 13 February 2017 Kim Jong-Nam, the estranged elder half-brother of President Kim
               Jong-Un of North Korea, was splashed in the face with VX gas as he waited to check
               in for a flight to Macao at Kuala Lumpur’s international airport. Kim, who was carrying
               a diplomatic passport in the name of Kim Chol, died in the ambulance taking him to
               the hospital, and the police arrested two women, Doan Thi Huong, a 28-year-old Vietnamese,
               and Siti Aisyah, a 25-year-old Indonesian, who were caught on CCTV security cameras
               assaulting the 46-year-old Kim. The second secretary at the North Korean embassy,
               Hyon Kwang-Song; Kim Uk-Il, employed by Air Koryo; and a 30-year-old woman, Ru Ji-U,
               were identified by the Malaysian police as suspects in what was described as a political
               assassination orchestrated from Pyongyang. Others wanted for questioning were four
               North Koreans, Hong Song-Hac, Ri Ji-Hyon, O Jong-Gil, and Ri Jae-Nam, who flew out
               of the country soon after the attack.
            

            
         

         
         	KING, MARTIN LUTHER, JR

         
         	
            On 4 April 1968 the civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. was shot dead at the
               Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. He had been killed by a single rifle shot from
               a sniper, James Earl Ray, alias Eric Galt, who was a prison escapee renting a room
               close to the motel and was arrested at Heathrow Airport on 8 June 1968 as he attempted
               to join a flight to Brussels. Immediately after the assassination, Ray, a convicted
               burglar and armed robber who adopted the alias George Bridgman, had fled to Toronto
               and on 17 May traveled to England on a false Canadian passport identifying him as
               Ramon George Sneyd, actually the name of a Toronto police officer. After his arrival
               in London, Ray made a brief trip to Lisbon and then returned.
            

            
            Running short of cash by renting cheap rooms in Earl’s Court and then Pimlico, Ray
               robbed a bank in Fulham of £240 but left behind a bag with his fingerprint. His intention
               had been to reach Rhodesia where he believed he would be safe, but he was arrested
               for carrying a firearm as he passed through customs at Heathrow.
            

            
            At his trial Ray pleaded guilty to a murder charge and was sentenced to 99 years’
               imprisonment. He died in prison in April 1998, aged 70, still proclaiming his innocence.
            

            
         

         
         	KITCHENER, LORD

         
         	
            On 5 June 1916 the secretary of state for war, Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, died
               when the cruiser carrying him from Scapa Flow to the Russian port of Archangel, HMS
               Hampshire, sank in the North Sea, apparently having hit a naval mine laid by U-75. Nothing was considered suspicious about the circumstances of the loss, in which
               650 men died, until a German spy, Fritz Duquesne, claimed to have been present in
               the Orkneys to signal the Hampshire’s departure to the enemy, and then to have been spirited away by the U-boat.
            

            
            An extraordinarily colorful character whose career had bordered on the bizarre, Fritz
               Duquesne claimed that he had once been young Winston Churchill’s jailer and had witnessed
               British troops maltreat his mother and sister during the Boer War. Originally from
               the Cape Colony in South Africa, where allegedly he had spied against the British,
               Duquesne published a sensational book, The   Man Who Killed Kitchener: The Life of Fritz Joubert Duquesne 1891, in New York in February 1932, written by a journalist, Clement Wood.
            

            
            According to Wood, Duquesne had slipped aboard the Hampshire disguised as a Russian officer to signal a U-boat waiting to torpedo her and then
               had made his escape before she sank. Wood also asserted that Duquesne had been arrested
               for espionage during World War I but had escaped from custody and traveled to South
               America where he had sabotaged an Allied freighter, the Tennyson, which had sunk after suffering a catastrophic fire. Allegedly he had then wriggled
               out of a murder charge by feigning a nervous illness and slipped out of Bellevue Hospital.
               He also acknowledged having used the aliases “Captain Stoughton of the West Australia
               Horse,” “Piet Niacoud,” and “Frederick Fredericks,” among many others. Since then,
               he had become a writer and lived with his mistress, Evelyn Lewis, who was a sculptress
               from a wealthy southern family, at West 76th Street, calling themselves “Mr. and Mrs.
               James Dunn,” but he had also volunteered his services to the Abwehr as a professional
               spy. Surprisingly, his offer was accepted, and he had established himself in a small,
               one-room office at 120 Wall Street operating under the name Air Terminal Associates.
               It was here that he received William Sebold, a double agent recruited by the FBI,
               and took delivery of his microfilmed questionnaire, which had been read and copied
               already by his FBI handlers. Soon Sebold was acting as his communicator and in May
               1941 established direct radio contact with the Abwehr in Hamburg.
            

            
            The leads from the Duquesne case covered the entire country and the hemisphere, including
               South America, and resulted in follow-up visits to Cuba, Chile, and Argentina, 19
               pleas of guilty, and a total of 32 convictions, with Duquesne receiving the longest
               sentence, 18 years. He was released early, in 1954, on health grounds and died in
               May 1956, aged 78.
            

            
             Although there can be no doubt about Duquesne’s role as an Abwehr agent during World
               War II, there is no evidence to corroborate his claim to have been involved in Lord
               Kitchener’s death.
            

            
         

         
         	KLEMENT, RUDOLF

         
         	
            A close associate of Leon Trotsky, Rudolf Klement was a German communist who was asked to investigate Mark Zborowski,
               who was suspected of having played some role in the death of Lev Sedov in February 1937. In July a typewritten letter was circulated among the Russian émigré
               community claiming that Klement had broken with Trotsky because of the latter’s Nazi
               sympathies, but the document was denounced as a forgery or as having been written
               under duress. Soon afterward, Klement’s decapitated body was found in the Seine. Nobody
               was ever arrested for the crime, but Walter Krivitsky expressed the view that both Sedov and Klement had been assassinated by the NKVD.
            

            
         

         
         	KONOVALETS, EVGENNI

         
         	
            On 23 May 1938 the leader of the OUN was killed by Pavel Sudoplatov in Rotterdam with a bomb concealed in a box of chocolates. He acted under the direct
               orders of Stalin, who had ordered the murder in retaliation for the assassination
               of a Soviet diplomat at the consulate in Łwów in 1933. In July 1935, after a period
               of training, Sudoplatov slipped into Finland under the alias of “Pavel Grigdenko,”
               supposedly the nephew of another Soviet agent who had already penetrated OUN. Having
               ingratiated himself with OUN in Helsinki, Sudoplatov was sent to Berlin where he was
               introduced to Konovalets.
            

            
         

         
         	KOSTOV, VLADIMIR

         
         	
            In 1960 Vladimir Kostov was sent to Paris as the Rabotnichesko Dela’s correspondent, and he remained in France until December 1964 when he returned to
               Sofia. In 1966 he joined the editorial staff of a new magazine, Pogled, to write an international column, and this brought him into closer contact with
               the DS, for whom he worked on an occasional basis. In March his recruitment as an
               informer was completed, and he began to travel abroad extensively and he wrote three
               books.
            

            
            In June 1967 he toured the Middle East during the Six Day War, and the following year
               he was interviewed by the head of the DS, General Dimitar ­Stoyanov, and asked to
               join the DS as an undercover intelligence officer. However, in June 1977 he applied
               for political asylum in France, together with his wife, Natalya, and his two teenage
               children, Clement and Maya. Their decision had been prompted by Todor Zhivkov’s recent
               visit to Moscow to sign a secret agreement with Leonid Brezhnev. In Kostov’s view,
               “it amounted to making more active, by every possible means, the process of Russification
               and Sovietization of Bulgaria.”
            

            
            Just over a year later, after he had started broadcasting from ­RFE­, Kostov was stabbed
               in a Paris metro station and suffered a cardiovascular collapse. It was later established
               that he had been injected with the deadly toxin ricin and he had been extremely lucky
               to survive and write his autobiography, The Bulgarian Umbrella.
            

            
         

         
         	KRIVITSKY, WALTER

         
         	
            Born Samuel Ginsberg, Walter Krivitsky for years had been a key figure in the GRU’s
               illegal military intelligence apparatus in Western Europe. Posing as an antiquarian
               book dealer named Dr. Martin Lessner and eventually based in The Hague, he had been
               responsible for supervising networks in Germany, France, Holland, and Austria and
               was personally close to all the leadership in Moscow. His decision to defect had been
               prompted by the purges, and his recall to Moscow in September 1937, following the
               murder of his friend Ignace Reiss in Lausanne, was correctly interpreted by him as a death warrant. Instead of following
               instructions he fled to Paris, obtained passage to Canada, and negotiated the translation
               of his memoirs by Isaac Don Levine, a well-known New York journalist of Russian origin.
            

            
             When Krivitsky finally reached London in January 1940, at the height of the “phony
               war” and traveling under his new identity, Walter Thomas, he was accommodated in a
               suite in the Langham Hotel and interviewed there by Jane Archer, an experienced MI5
               officer who had practiced at the bar in London before being invited to join the organization.
               While Krivitsky claimed to know little about the Communist Party of Great Britain
               (CPGB), he knew immeasurably more than the Security Service about the relationship
               between the party, its underground membership, and Moscow’s spy rings. In particular,
               he could fill in many of the gaps in MI5’s understanding of certain recent cases of
               espionage, and MI5 concentrated on three about which it had accumulated much material.
               The really current case was that of John King, the Foreign Office cipher clerk who
               had been arrested once he was identified by Krivitsky and had confessed. Krivitsky
               also provided details on another Foreign Office spy, Ernest Oldham, who had committed
               suicide seven years earlier but had been handled by some of the recurring Soviet intelligence
               personalities, among them Henri Pieck and Theodore Mally, alias Paul Hardt. Finally,
               he supplied vital information about the Woolwich Arsenal case, which had resulted
               in the imprisonment in 1938 of the CPGB’s former national organizer, Percy Glading.
            

            
            Krivitsky was found dead in his locked room at the Bellevue Hotel in Washington by
               a chambermaid on 10 February 1941, an apparent suicide. He had checked in the previous
               evening under an alias, Walter Poref, and initially the local police had no reason
               to believe the dead man was a defector. Three letters were found beside the body,
               together with a .38 revolver, bought the previous weekend from a hardware store, near
               his hand. The three brief letters apparently had been written the previous day when
               he had been staying with friends, the German writer Eitel Dobert and his Greek wife
               Margarita, at their farm in Barboursville, Virginia. The first was addressed to his
               Ukrainian-born lawyer Louis Waldman.
            

            
            
               Dear Mr Waldman

               
               My wife and my boy will need your help. Please do for them what you can. Your Walter
                  Kriv—
               

               
               I knew I went to Virginia because that there I can get a gun. If my friends should
                  have trouble please Mr Waldman help them, they are good people and they didn’t know
                  why I bott the gun. Many thanks
               

               
               Walter Kriv—

               
            

            The second letter, written in German, was for Suzette LaFollette, a feminist writer
               who had befriended the family in New York and acted as a “cutout” for Krivitsky, forwarding
               mail to him.
            

            
            
               Dear Suzette

               
               I believe that you are good, and I am dying with the hope that you will help Tonia
                  and my poor boy. You were a good friend,
               

               
               Your Walter

               
               I think also of your brother and Dorothy

               
            

            The third letter, in Russian and over three pages, was for Krivitsky’s second wife
               Antonina, a former member of the NKVD rezidentura in Vienna whom he had married in Moscow in 1926 and who bore him a son, Aleksandr,
               in 1934.
            

            
            
               Dear Tonia and dear Alek

               
               Very difficult and very much want to live but I can’t live any longer. I love you
                  my only ones. It’s difficult for me to write but think about me and you will understand
                  that I have to go. Don’t tell Alek yet where his father has gone. I believe that in
                  time you will explain since it will be good for him. Forgive difficult to write. Take
                  care of him and be a good mother—as always. Be strong and never get angry at him.
                  He is after all such a good and such a poor [boy]. Good people will help you but not
                  enemies of the Sov. State. Great are my sins I think.
               

               
               I see you Tonia and Alek and embrace you

               
               Your Wal—

               
               On the farm of the Doberts I wrote this yesterday but I didn’t have the strength in
                  New York. I did not have any business in New York. I was at the Doberts because only
                  there could I get the weapon.
               

               
            

            The question of whether Krivitsky took his own life or was the victim of an elaborate
               assassination would continue for years, and his widow insisted that his letters had
               been written under coercion. Waldman would later tell the FBI that, based on his analysis
               of the style and contents, he believed Krivitsky had written them under duress. Although
               the FBI later opened a file on the episode, it did not supervise any actual investigation
               as this was the local police’s jurisdiction. Furthermore, Krivitsky himself had asserted
               that he needed a handgun for his own protection and had remarked to several friends
               that if he was found dead in suspicious circumstances, it would have been the Kremlin’s
               handiwork.
            

            
            When he had heard of Leon Trotsky’s murder in August 1940, Krivitsky had concluded that he was likely to be the NKVD’s
               next target. He became convinced when, in January 1941, a contact reported having
               spotted Hans Breusse, whom he knew to be a notorious NKVD triggerman, at a bus stop
               on Fifth Avenue near a cafeteria he frequented. Krivitsky concluded that Breusse,
               who would not have been allowed into the country under his own name, must be operating
               illegally, and the investment involved suggested the hit man was on an important mission.
            

            
            However, Pavel Sudoplatov would later comment,
            

            
            
               It was assumed that he had been assassinated by the NKVD, although the police verdict
                  was that his death was a suicide. There was an NKVD order issued to look for Krivitsky,
                  but this was routine for all defectors. We were not sorry to see him go, but it was
                  not through our efforts that he died. We believed he shot himself in despair as a
                  result of a nervous breakdown.
               

               
            

         

         
         	KROESEN, FREDERICK J

         
         	
            On 15 September 1981 General Kroesen, in command of NATO’s Central Command since May
               1979, narrowly escaped with his life when his armored Mercedes limousine was attacked
               by an RPG-7 anti-tank missile in Heidelberg. The ambush, on a wooded hillside, had
               been planned by Brigitte Mohnhaupt of the Red Army Faction (RAF), and although the warhead detonated on the rear of the vehicle, it only shattered
               the back window.
            

            
             In November 1982 Mohnhaupt was arrested with Adelheid Shulz as she approached an
               arms cache that had been under police surveillance. She was sentenced to six terms
               of life imprisonment with the stipulation that she should serve at least 24 years.
               She was released in March 2007. Also convicted of his involvement was Christian Klar,
               an RAF killer. He was arrested in November 1982, sentenced to life imprisonment, and
               released on parole from Bruchsal prison on December 2008.
            

            
         

         
         	KUBE, WILHELM

         
         	
            On 22 September 1943 the Nazi gauleiter in the Ukraine, Wilhelm Kube, was killed when
               a time bomb detonated under his bed in his Minsk apartment. Code-named Operation BLOW-UP,
               the plot had been undertaken by his maid, Yelena Mazanik, who had been directed from
               Moscow. She was able to escape from the city and join Soviet partisans with whom she
               fought until the end of the war. She was later appointed deputy director of the Fundamental
               Library of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences.
            

            
         

         
         	KUTEPOV, ALEXANDER

         
         	
            Formerly the commander of the 1st Infantry Division at the defeat of the White Army
               in the Crimea, Kutepov settled in Paris at the end of the Russian Civil War. In 1928,
               following the death of General Piotr Wrangel, Kutepov had taken over the leadership
               of the Russian All-Military Union. However, on 26 January 1930 he was abducted in
               a Paris street and bundled into a car. According to Pavel Sudoplatov, one of his subordinates, Yakov Serebryansky, assisted by his wife, had grabbed Kutepov,
               who had then suffered a heart attack and died.
            

            
         

      


      L

      
      
      
         
         	LAPUSNYK, BELA

         
         	
            In June 1962 a defector from the Hungarian AVO, Lieutenant Bela Lapusnyik, died from
               a mysterious bacteriological infection while in protective custody in the maximum-security
               wing of Rossauerlande prison in Vienna. Officially his death, which occurred the day
               after he had been passed from American to Austrian custody, was attributed to virulent
               tonsillitis and cardiac collapse.
            

            
            A 32-year-old member of the AVO’s Section IX, dealing with aliens, Lapusnyk had shot
               his way across the Austrian border at Hegyeshalom on 9 May carrying a list, sewn into
               his coat, of compromised Western assets in Hungary and another list of AVO moles in
               the rest of Europe. He also revealed an elaborate AVO plan to break into the third
               floor of the U.S. embassy in Budapest and abduct Cardinal Mindsenty who had taken
               refuge there in November 1956.
            

            
            Following a post-mortem, the Austrian minister of the interior, Josef Afritsch, announced
               that “the medical, chemical and bacteriological test results so far provide no basis
               for the assumption that death could have been caused by outside action. The police
               investigations also have not revealed any circumstance, which could lead to the conclusion
               that Lapusnyik was exposed to health-harming influences from any direction.”
            

            
            However, a senior AVO defector later contradicted the official verdict. Laszlo Szabo,
               who was granted political asylum in London in 1965, gave evidence to the U.S. Congress
               in March 1966 about a briefing he had received on the Lapusnyik case:
            

            
            
               I asked why I hadn’t been shown the whole file. I was told that this was understandable
                  since the case was top secret. I had not been permitted to see the whole file because
                  Lapusnyik had been poisoned by the Czech intelligence service in the Vienna jail.
               

               
            

            Certainly DCI Allen Dulles took Szabo’s recollection seriously, and when in 1967 he
               was drafting Great True Spy Stories he minuted his editors, “Szabo’s testimony should be used. The introduction should
               say that the Sovs and Sats are the only services which have components working full-time
               on planning, executing, and concealing murders.”
            

            
            Lapusnyk’s death had been preceded by the abduction of several other defectors. In
               June 1960 the former Hungarian officer Stephan Molnar had been seized in Vienna, his
               fate unknown. In October 1961 Dr. Auriel Abranyi, the coauthor of A Country in Flames: The Sacrifice of Hungary, was kidnapped from his apartment. Other émigrés, such as Sergei Buddeniy in May
               1962, had been interviewed by Soviet consular officials and pressured to return home.
            

            
         

         
         	LEIGHTON, BERNARDO

         
         	
            Chile’s former president Bernardo Leighton was shot and wounded with his wife Anna
               in Rome on 6 October 1975. He survived the attack by a lone gunman, Steffano delle
               Chiaie, but suffered brain damage. He returned to Chile in 1978 and died in Santiago
               in January 1995. His wife was rendered a paraplegic and died in 2011.
            

            
             Chiaie was an Italian neo-fascist political activist, originally from Caserta, who
               met Michael Townley and a DINA officer, Virgilio Paz, in Madrid when he undertook the assignment, apparently
               without payment. Chiaie was arrested on terrorism charges in Venezuela in 1989 and
               extradited to Italy, but he was acquitted on appeal in Calanzaro in July 1991.
            

            
         

         
         	LETELIER, ORLANDO

         
         	
            On 18 September 1975 the former Chilean minister of defense and ambassador Orlando
               Letelier, and another passenger in his car, Ronni Moffitt, were killed when a bomb
               detonated under their Chevrolet in Washington, D.C., as it crossed Sheridan Circle.
               Keeping their vehicle under surveillance down Massachusetts Avenue were two DINA officers,
               Dionisio Suarez and Virgilio Paz Romero.
            

            
             The FBI special agent running the investigation was Carter Cornick from the Washington
               Field Office, and in February 1978 he traveled to Santiago to take Michael Townley
               into custody. In a plea bargain two months later he identified a team of Cuban Americans,
               among them Guillermo and his brother Ignacio Novo, Alvin Ross Diaz, and the two DINA
               officers, Suarez and Paz. In January 1979 Guillermo Novo and Ross were convicted of
               conspiracy to murder but were later acquitted on appeal. Paz was arrested in Boynton
               Beach, Florida, where he owned a landscaping business, and in July 1991 he was sentenced
               to 12 years’ imprisonment on a charge of conspiracy to murder.
            

            
         

         
         	LITTLEJOHN, KENNETH

         
         	
            A British bank robber and former lance-corporal in the Parachute Regiment, discharged
               for theft, Kenneth Littlejohn was part of a gang that robbed the Allied Irish Bank’s
               branch in Grafton Street, Dublin in October 1972 and got away with £67,000 from the
               vault. However, Littlejohn and his brother Keith were arrested a week later in North
               London, extradited to Eire, and charged with having abducted the bank’s manager and
               holding his family hostage.
            

            
             At their trial the Littlejohn brothers claimed that they had been recruited as agents
               by the British SIS to penetrate the OIRA and had been assigned the task of killing
               Sean MacStiofan, Martin Garland, and Seamus Costello.
            

            
             None of the three alleged targets were assassinated. Costello would be shot dead
               by an OIRA gunman in Dublin in October 1977. Garland, later the OIRA’s chief of staff,
               would be arrested on handling counterfeit dollar bills but was never extradited to
               the United States. MacStiofan died of a stroke in May 2001 in County Meath.
            

            
             It was alleged that the Littlejohns had been involved in the death of Edmund Woolsey,
               the 31-year-old Catholic owner of a hotel in Warrenpoint who was killed in September
               1972 when his car blew up as he retrieved it from Glassdrummond, south Armagh. The
               vehicle had been stolen in Dundalk the previous week and had been abandoned near Crossmaglen.
               Woolsey had been informed that it had been checked by the police and was considered
               safe for him to collect, when in fact an army foot patrol, presumably the intended
               target, had made a cursory inspection and not spotted anything suspicious. Although
               the PIRA were thought to be responsible for the bomb, no paramilitary group ever publicly
               acknowledged this. Nor, on the other hand, did PIRA believe that the opportunistic
               Littlejohn brothers had any involvement.
            

            
             The Littlejohns were convicted of robbery and sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment,
               but in March 1974 they escaped from Mountjoy prison and returned to England. They
               were rearrested in December 1974, but not before they had given several press interviews
               in which they detailed their previous contact with SIS. These disclosures prompted
               the SIS chief, Maurice Oldfield, to reassure his staff that the criminals had never
               been hired in the way they had described so luridly.
            

            
             After his release from prison in 1981, the brothers were charged with another armed
               robbery at a private house near Chesterfield, and Kenneth was sentenced to six years’
               imprisonment.
            

            
         

         
         	LITVINENKO, ALEXANDER

         
         	
            In November 2006 Aleksandr Litvinenko, a former KGB and FSB officer, died in London
               after he had been administered a lethal toxin, polonium-210.
            

            
             Born in December 1962 in Voronozh, Litvinenko joined the KGB in 1988, having attended
               military college and served in the Ministry of Interior Forces. He was trained in
               Siberia and was moved to headquarters in Moscow in 1991, assigned to an economic security
               and organized crime section, just in time to see the organization replaced by the
               Russian FSB where he worked in the anti-terrorism branch. In that capacity he was
               involved in the investigation of an attempt on the life of the billioniare businessman
               Boris Berezovsky in June 1994 when a bomb killed his chauffeur.
            

            
             Later that year, when the First Chechen War broke out, Litvinenko was transferred
               to Nalchik where he worked as an FSB analyst. Upon his return to Moscow he was posted
               to a small, covert anti-organized crime unit which in 1997 was directed to kill Boris Berezovsky. Consequently Litvinenko and two of his colleagues made an internal complaint which
               resulted in the suspension of his department chief, General Khokholkov, and the FSB
               director, Nokolai Kovalyev, was dismissed and replaced by Vladimir Putin.
            

            
            Litvinenko, supported by three of his colleagues, called a press conference in November
               1998 to expose the FSB’s illegal activities. The result was Litvinenko’s dismissal
               the following month and arrest in March 1999. He was acquitted in November 1999 but
               then rearrested on new charges alleging corruption and released on bail.
            

            
            Litvinenko, accompanied by his wife Marina and daughter Anatoli, left Russia with
               his family in October 2000, first to Tbilisi and then in November to London were he
               claimed asylum at Heathrow. Six years later they acquired British citizenship in the
               names of Edwin, Marie, and Anthony Carter. Litvinenko was employed as a consultant
               by Berezovsky and lived in a house provided by him in Muswell Hill. He also developed
               a friendship with a near neighbor, the Chechen leader Akhmed Zakayev.
            

            
            While in London, Litvinenko published a highly provocative account of the FSB’s role
               in Chechnya, Blowing up Russia, written with academic Yuri Felshtinsky. He was also hired by the British SIS, with
               a retainer of £2,000 a month, to advise on Russian organized crime and his former
               FSB colleagues. In addition, Litvinenko was hired in 2005 by the CESID as a consultant
               on two investigations code-named ASISPA and TROIKA, conducted into Russian crime,
               and also by the Mitrokhin Commission in Rome to assist in that body’s inquiries.
            

            
            Set up in 2002 to review the reaction of the Italian security and intelligence services
               to the revelations of the KGB defector Vasili Mitrokhin, the commission was a joint
               parliamentary group, drawn equally from both the lower house and the senate, and it
               issued a report in April 2004. The commission then widened its scope to investigate
               past KGB operations and influence in Italy during the Cold War. In late 2003 Litvinenko
               had been introduced to the commission’s lawyer, Mario Scaramella, by another KGB defector,
               Vladimir Rezun. Scaramella and Litvinenko met several times, including over a few
               days in Naples in January 2004, and one topic of conversation was Litvinenko’s assertion
               that the former Italian premier Romano Prodi had been a KGB asset. The commission
               was disbanded in 2006.
            

            
            In another effort to find work, Litvinenko had cultivated another KGB defector, Yuri
               Schvets, and together they compiled reports for several London-based security companies
               engaged in the oil business in Russia. Their combined knowledge of Russian oligarchs
               and mafia made their material a valuable commodity for investors and others undertaking
               due diligence research before embarking on joint ventures.
            

            
            On 1 November 2006 Litvinenko attended a meeting with two former colleagues, Andrey
               Lugovy and Dmitri Kovtun, in the Pine Bar at the Millennium Hotel in Grosvenor Square.
               He was ill later that same evening and was admitted to the hospital under his alias
               Edwin Carter on 3 November. He died in University College Hospital on 23 November.
            

            
            The Scotland Yard investigation, followed eventually by a public inquest conducted
               by a judge, Sir Robert Owen, identified two key suspects in Litvinenko’s assassination,
               Andrei Lukovoy and Dmitri Kovtun. Many other leads were pursued, such as Litvinenko’s
               connections with Chechen rebels, his conversion to Islam, and even his alleged attempts
               to acquire weapons for Zakayev. Another avenue was the suggestion that his reports
               on the Russian mafia had scotched a major business deal with a senior figure in the
               Kremlin. All sorts of theories were examined, but it was Kovtun who seemed the most
               promising suspect.
            

            
            Lukovoy had left the FSB in 1996 and thereafter worked as a security consultant, first
               for a television company in Moscow and then for other private clients. Kovtun was
               a former Red Army soldier who deserted from Germany in 1992. Neither attended the
               inquest conducted in London in 2015, and both resisted extradition requests to the
               Moscow prosecutor. At the inquest the Metropolitan Police stated that “the evidence
               points resolutely to Lukovoy and Kovtun and no one else as having administered the
               poison which killed Litvinenko,” and this was the verdict given by the judge who also
               heard expert scientific evidence that the polonium-210 had probably originated from
               the Lyudmila reactor at Mayak.
            

            
            In his report the judge recalled that Vladimir Putin’s regime had been suspected of
               involvement in several assassinations, and he listed the Novaya Gazeta journalist Anna Politkovskaya who was shot dead in the lobby of her Moscow apartment
               block on 7 October 2006. An opposition parliamentarian, Sergei Yushenkov, was shot
               dead in a street in Moscow in April 2003. One of the founders of the Liberal Russia
               Party, Vladimir Golovlev, was shot and killed in Moscow in 2002. In February 2004
               the Chechen vice president Zelinkhan Yandarbiev was killed in Qatar by a bomb as he
               left a mosque with his son. Yandarbiev had been held responsible by the Russian authorities
               for the Moscow theater siege in October 2002. In September 2004 Viktor Yushchenko
               survived being poisoned. In 2003 the Russian politician Yuri Shchekochikhin died of
               poisoning, probably a dioxin. In 2004 the Islamist guerrilla leader Ibn Khattab was
               killed by a poisoned letter, and the Russian public figure Roman Tsepov also died,
               possibly from radioactive poisoning. In April 2004 a Chechen guerrilla, Lecha Islamov,
               died in a Volgograd hospital while serving a nine-year prison sentence.
            

            
             The judge also noted that the suspected assassinations had continued, and he cited
               the examples of the attempt on the life of Boris Berezovsky at the London Hilton in
               June 2007 by a Chechen, Movladi Atlangeriev, and the death of the banker Alexander
               Perepilichny who was found dead near his home in Weybridge, Surrey, in November 2012.
               Traces of a deadly toxin, distilled from the Gelsemium elegans fern, were found in his stomach. And there was the shooting in Moscow of the Russian
               politician Boris Nemtsov in February 2015.
            

            
            The Litvinenko Enquiry Report, published in January 2016, mentioned the existence
               of a Russian SVR veterans organization, Dignity and Honor, which was rumored to have
               accepted the task of enforcing discipline among retirees.
            

            
            The judge’s final verdict was as follows:

            
            
               When Mr Lugovoy poisoned Mr Litvinenko (as I have found that he did), it is probable
                  that he did so under the direction of the FSB. I would add that I regard that as a
                  strong probability. I have found that Mr Kovtun also took part in the poisoning; I
                  conclude therefore that he was also acting under FSB direction, possibly indirectly
                  through Mr Lugovoy but probably to his knowledge.
               

               
            

            The judge also drew attention to the testimony of Yuri Shvets:

            
            
               I strongly believe that it couldn’t be done without Vladimir Putin’s knowledge, because
                  of one of the key traditions of the KGB. Any general, including Mr Ivanov or any other
                  FSB general, before issuing an order to assassinate Sasha or anybody else in Russia
                  or outside Russia, would think about covering his back just in case. This is a KGB
                  rule number one, cover your back, and covering your back is to get approval from your
                  superior, especially in Russia where they say about developing this structure, straight
                  line structure of leadership, where the boss—there is just one single boss who makes
                  all the important decisions. So I rule out basically the possibility that a decision
                  to assassinate Sasha or anybody else outside of Russia would have been made without
                  approval of the top authority of Russia, which is Vladimir Putin.
               

               
            

            As regards the Kremlin’s sponsorship for the assassination, the judge’s verdict was
               that Vladimir Putin and his FSB director Nikolai Patrushev were directly involved:
            

            
            
               Taking full account of all the evidence and analysis available to me, I find that
                  the FSB operation to kill Mr Litvinenko was probably approved by Mr Patrushev and
                  also by President Putin.
               

               
            

         

         
         	LOCKHART PLOT

         
         	
            Also known as the “Ambassadors’ Plot,” the plan perceived by Vladimir Lenin was, he
               believed, a nefarious Western scheme hatched by French, British, and American diplomatic
               envoys to assassinate the Bolshevik leadership and mount a counter-revolution in August
               1918. The evidence gathered by the Cheka to support this interpretation of several
               unconnected events would form the basis of a permanent suspicion that the Western
               powers, inimically hostile to the Russian Revolution, would continue to plot against
               the Soviet regime. The various components of the plot included a coup supposedly planned
               by the British SIS officer Sidney Reilly and sponsored by Robert Bruce Lockhart, the
               attempt on Lenin’s life by Dora Kaplan, and a meeting held at the U.S. consulate-general
               in Petrograd at which conspirators plotted to seize Moscow by blowing up the bridges
               and eliminating the communists. In any event, the project was stillborn because of
               the participation of Colonel Edouard Berzin, commander of the Lettish garrison. Berzin
               turned out to be in the pay of the Cheka rather than committed to Reilly, Bruce Lockhart,
               or his fellow diplomats, and the coup failed miserably, with lasting repercussions.
            

            
             Officially appointed the “British Agent” in Russia in the absence of formal diplomatic
               relations after the Bolshevik revolution in October 1917, Robert Bruce Lockhart was
               implicated in the scheme and arrested, but he was released when Maxim Litvinov, his
               counterpart in London, was taken into custody at Brixton prison. In fact Reilly had
               planned a coup for September, timed to happen as the leading commissars were to meet
               at the Bolshoi Theater, but entirely coincidentally a military cadet assassinated
               Moisei Uritsky, the head of the Cheka in Petrograd. In another, entirely unconnected incident, Dora
               Kaplan shot and wounded Lenin as he left a meeting held in a Moscow factory. The reaction
               was the “Red Terror” in which thousands of supposed counter-revolutionaries were arrested,
               and on 4 September the British embassy in Petrograd was raided and the naval attaché,
               Captain Leslie Cromie, was killed as he tried to defend the building from the intruders.
               In reality, Kaplan had not acted as part of a wider conspiracy, but she was shot on
               3 December 1918.
            

            
            In the meantime, Reilly and Bruce Lockhart had plotted with SIS’s Ernest Boyce and
               a Lett, Colonel Edouard Berzin, to organize a counter-revolution, but Berzin betrayed
               them. The prolonged Bolshevik revenge, wreaked by Feliks Dzerzhinsky, included a raid
               on the office of Colonel de Vertement, the senior French intelligence officer in Moscow,
               on 29 August 1918, which he only narrowly escaped. His American counterpart, Xenophon
               Kalmatiano, was caught in September 1918 and sentenced to death. Kalmatiano insisted
               he was simply an innocent businessman and not the organizer of a network of 36 agents
               passing information through him to the U.S. consul-general, Maddin Summers, and in
               August 1921 he was released to return to the United States. He later took up a teaching
               post in the languages department of Culver Military Academy in Indiana, and he died
               in November 1923.
            

            
            Also incriminated were George Hill and Reilly, who both managed to evade the Cheka
               and escape to England. In World War II Lockhart would be appointed director of the
               PWE, and he died at the age of 70 in 1983. Hill would be appointed to Moscow to represent
               the Special Operations Executive in 1942, and he died in 1968. Reilly was lured back across the Soviet border in September
               1925 and is believed to have been executed in a forest outside Moscow two months later.
            

            
         

         
         	LONG, HUEY

         
         	
            On 10 September 1935, a month after he had announced his intention to run as a candidate
               for the president of the United States, Senator Huey Long of Alabama died in Baton
               Rouge after he had been shot two days earlier in the State Capitol Building by Dr.
               Carl Weiss, the son-in-law of a political opponent, Judge Benjamin Pavy.
            

            
             Long, aged 42, was a controversial Democratic Party politician who had received plenty
               of death threats and had enhanced his bodyguard of state troopers, who immediately
               returned Weiss’s fire, killing him instantly.
            

            
         

         
         	LONG JUMP

         
         	
            The code name for an attempt to assassinate President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Prime
               Minister Winston Churchill, and Josef Stalin in Tehran during their stay in the city between 28 November and
               2 December 1943, LONG JUMP (LÄNGESPRINGE) was a German scheme allegedly headed by
               a 40-year-old Ramon Gamotha, an SD officer. Before the war, Gamotha had been part
               of an extensive local network and had worked in the Iran Express office in Tehran while two colleagues, Wolf and Rutenberg, had run a branch office
               on the Caspian. The Abwehr had been represented by the head of the Siemens electronics
               firm, von Radanovich, and his deputy Kevkin.
            

            
            According to a Soviet version of events, Weyatsh and Ishtvan had been arrested by
               the NKVD during the occupation of Tehran in September 1941 and had betrayed other
               agents in Baku, Tbilisi, and Ashakhabad. Furthermore, in Rovno Hans Ulrich von Ortel
               revealed to a Soviet agent, Nikolai Kuznetsov, a German plan to assassinate “the Big
               Three.” Pitted against the Nazis was the NKVD rezident, Ivan I. Agayants, who supposedly employed a young agent, Gevork Vartanian, code-named
               AMIR, to supervise seven of his friends, sub-agents code-named LIGHT CAVALRY. Vartanian’s
               NKVD biography states that he arrived in Iran with his parents from Rostov-on-Don
               at the age of 16 because his father, a successful businessman, was on an intelligence
               mission. Although suspected of espionage and arrested several times, neither father
               nor son were ever charged, although AMIR had been recruited by Agayants in February
               1940. Equipped with bicycles, the LIGHT CAVALRY undertook surveillance duties for
               the rezidentura and is credited with participation in operations conducted against some 400 suspected
               German spies. Most were arrested, among them components of the Melliyun-e-Iran movement,
               including 3 Iranian generals, 37 officers, 16 railway workers, and some 48 civilians.
            

            
            Also detained, but by the British at Isfahan, was Franz Mayr, together with his deputy,
               Otto Engelke; two of his radio operators, Holzaphel and Rokstrok; and a collection
               of incriminating documents which served to implicate several others, such as a local
               physician, Dr. Kodsi; a former German embassy interpreter, Kayhani; and Ramazani,
               director of the Ibin Sina public library. Another suspect, code-named PHARMACIST,
               turned out to be twin brothers. Further surveillance identified a bookshop managed
               by Hans Walter which was used as a “cutout” between Mayr and his organization, and
               the Soviets later claimed to have recruited him as a double agent.
            

            
            The NKVD investigation and its study of Rokstrok’s diary supposedly uncovered the
               existence of German parachutists who had been dropped near Qom in support of LONG
               JUMP, and all were arrested at their safe house in Tehran. Between 22 and 27 November,
               six groups of parachutists, code-named ELEPHANT and led by Sturmbannführer Rudolf
               von Holten-Pflug, landed undetected, and a further eight, led by Vladimir Shkvarev
               and amounting to nearly 60 men, were dropped near Qazvin. However, as soon as Shkvarev’s
               agents attempted to contact the local network, they were arrested and interrogated
               at Tabriz. The other parachutists were sheltered by SD agents Lothar Schöllhorn and
               Sturmbannführer Dr. Winifred Oberg, who were in radio contact with Berlin, unaware
               that they had been compromised by ISOS traffic and information extracted from Mayr.
            

            
             Churchill arrived at Amerabad on 28 November and lodged at the British embassy, which
               was directly adjacent to the Soviet legation, while Roosevelt flew into the military
               airfield at Gale Morghe from Cairo, having landed off the battleship USS Iowa in Oran. Their host, Stalin, had been the first to arrive, on 26 November, but he
               had failed to persuade Churchill to stay with him, while Roosevelt, reluctant to be
               driven to and from the American embassy across the city, stayed at a villa in the
               Soviet compound. Supposedly, it was to be on one of these hazardous journeys, or on
               the road back to the airport, that the German commandos planned to ambush one or all
               of their targets, but on the night of 31 November all but von Holten-Pflug and five
               of his companions were arrested in police raids orchestrated by the British CICI.
               Two days later the six Germans who had escaped capture were lured to a trap set by
               a Swiss double agent, Ernst Merser, and all were taken into custody, with the exception
               of Holten-Pflug’s interpreter, an Iranian named Gorechi, who was shot dead as he attempted
               to throw a grenade.
            

            
             A wealthy Anglophile accountant educated at Le Rosey, with two English grandmothers,
               Merser had been in Tehran since 1940, employing a Polish refugee, Wanda Pollack, as
               his housekeeper in March 1943, and had been a British agent since his recruitment
               by Willie Somerset Maugham in Geneva in 1915. While in Persia his British contact
               had been CICI’s Percy Downward. Simultaneously, his American counterpart, Peter Ferguson
               of the OSS, was running another agent, Misbar Ebtehaj, who also compromised the German
               network.
            

            
            All three leaders returned to their capitals a day earlier than expected because of
               a forecast of poor weather, untroubled by the Nazi plot. Notwithstanding Soviet claims
               of complex enemy schemes, MI5’s Dick Thistlethwaite compiled a report in December
               1954 on the activities of the wartime defense security officer in Persia, Joe Spencer,
               and his deputy Alan Roger and concluded that “by the time the Conference met there
               was not a single German agent at liberty in Tehran.”
            

            
         

         
         	LUMUMBA, PATRICE

         
         	
            Patrice Lumumba was murdered in the Congo in January 1961, and although the perpetrators
               were Belgian government agents employed by the Sureté d’Etat, the CIA was widely blamed.
            

            
             The Belgian plot, code-named Operation L, had been formulated in 1960 when a journalist,
               allegedly named Bogaerts, was sent to the Congo to prepare for the assassination by
               replacing Lumumba’s medicine with poison and was followed in November by a hit man,
               “George the Greek,” who had been hired by the Belgian historian Jo Gerard. This first
               scheme failed, apparently through fraud, so a second was directed by Colonel Louis
               Marliere and Major Jules Loos, who were based in Elizabethville under diplomatic cover
               provided by the minister, Harold d’Aspremont Lynden, at the Belgian Technical Mission.
            

            
            Lumumba, regarded as pro-communist, had been arrested at the Elizabethville airport
               in December 1960 and imprisoned at an army camp outside Leopoldville before being
               moved, allegedly for his own safety, to Belgian-controlled Katanga. Also murdered
               were two companions, the youth minister Maurice Mpolo and the former senate vice president
               Joseph Okito. “George the Greek” was most probably the American gangster Donald Frankos
               who committed numerous contract killings for the Luccese mafia family in New Jersey.
               Born in Hackensack, New Jersey, Frankos became a U.S. prosecution witness and died
               in March 2011, having collaborated with a 1993 biography Contract Killer by William Hoffman.
            

            
             The CIA’s involvement also dated back to the summer of 1960 when the DDP, Dick Bissell,
               asked the chief of the Africa Division, Bronson Tweedy, to explore the feasibility
               of assassinating Lumumba. Bissell also asked a CIA chemist, Sidney Gottlieb, to advise
               on a suitable method of assassinating an unidentified “African leader.” Gottlieb then
               prepared a toxin which he delivered in late September to Larry Devlin, the COS at
               Leopoldville. At that time the station consisted of Devlin, his deputy David Doyle,
               and two other case officers, an Arab specialist on loan from a North African station
               and a Far East expert. As Doyle was the only one fluent in French (actually bilingual,
               having been educated in Belgium), much of the operational work fell to him, and he
               was posted under consular cover to Elizabethville. Famously, when Doyle heard that,
               hours before his murder, Lumumba had been flown into Katanga, he cabled headquarters:
            

            
            
               THANKS FOR PATRICE, HAD WE KNOWN HE WAS COMING WE’D HAVE BAKED A SNAKE.

               
            

            Devlin, a devout Roman Catholic, was informed by Gottlieb that President Dwight Eisenhower
               had ordered Lumumba’s assassination. However, although the Church Committee conceded that “the toxic substances were never used,” there was “no evidence that
               the assassination operation was terminated before Lumumba’s death.” The committee
               had seen a cable from Allen Dulles on 26 August 1960 instructing Devlin that Lumumba’s
               “removal” was a “high priority of our covert action.” All communications relating
               to this extraordinarily sensitive operation were to be designated PROP, which meant
               they could only be read in the Congo by Devlin alone. Lumumba himself would be code-named
               BIG BROTHER.
            

            
            When Gottlieb testified that Bissell told him that “he had direction from the highest
               authority” for what he termed “that kind of operation,” he stated that the reference
               to “the highest authority” by Bissell “signified to me that he meant the president.”
               He recalled that after his meeting with Bissell he had examined a list of biological
               substances stored in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps laboratory at Fort Detrick, Maryland,
               which would produce diseases that would “either kill the individual or incapacitate
               him so severely that he would be out of action.”
            

            
             Having selected the toxin and hypodermics, Gottlieb flew out to Leopoldville on 19
               September 1960 under alias, and Tweedy decreed on 22 September that “support for prop
               objectives [was] essential”; a third-country national should be used as an agent in
               the assassination operation to completely conceal the American role. Thus the CIA
               management left the details of the operation to Gottlieb and Devlin, with these instructions:
            

            
            
               YOU AND COLLEAGUE UNDERSTAND WE CANNOT READ OVER YOUR SHOULDER AS YOU PLAN AND ASSESS
                  OPPORTUNITIES. OUR PRIMARY CONCERN MUST BE CONCEALMENT [AMERICAN] ROLE, UNLESS OUTSTANDING
                  OPPORTUNITY EMERGES WHICH MAKES CALCULATED RISK FIRST CLASS BET. READY ENTERTAIN ANY
                  SERIOUS PROPOSALS YOU MAKE BASED OUR HIGH REGARD BOTH YOUR PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENTS.
               

               
            

            Two days later, to reinforce the gravity of the situation, Allen Dulles also sent
               a cable:
            

            
            
               WE WISH GIVE EVERY POSSIBLE SUPPORT IN ELIMINATING LUMUMBA FROM ANY POSSIBILITY RESUMING
                  GOVERNMENTAL POSITION OR IF HE FAILS IN LEOPOLDVILLE, SETTING HIMSELF IN STANLEYVILLE
                  OR ELSEWHERE.
               

               
            

            When Devlin was called by the Church Committee, he confirmed that Gottlieb had given
               him “rubber gloves, a mask, and a syringe,” together with the lethal toxin, and instructions
               that the substance was to be injected into something that Lumumba would ingest: “it
               had to do with anything he could get to his mouth, whether it was food or a toothbrush.”
               He was assured that the death would be attributed to a common tropical disease, but
               the toxin’s potency diminished over time, and by 4 October Gottlieb dumped it in the
               Congo River before catching a flight back to Washington.
            

            
            Devlin doubted the wisdom and the practicality of the scheme and later expressed his
               concerns:
            

            
            
               I looked upon the Agency as an executive arm of the Presidency. . . . Therefore, I
                  suppose I thought that it was an order issued in due form from an authorized authority.
               

               
               On the other hand, I looked at it as a kind of operation that I could do without,
                  that I thought that probably the Agency and the U.S. government could get along without.
                  I didn’t regard Lumumba as the kind of person who was going to bring on World War
                  III.
               

               
               I might have had a somewhat different attitude if I thought that one man could bring
                  on World War III and result in the deaths of millions of people or something, but
                  I didn’t see him in that light. I saw him as a danger to the political position of
                  the United States in Africa, but nothing more than that.
               

               
            

            When the Church Committee investigated the CIA’s role in the Lumumba assassination,
               one of those interviewed was David Doyle, who was greatly entertained when Church’s
               general counsel thanked him for his testimony and called him “Colonel Halsey,” another
               senior CIA officer who had not even been in Africa, let alone the Congo, at the relevant
               time. Suitably amused, Doyle did not correct him.
            

            
         

         
         	LYALIN, OLEG

         
         	
            A defector from the KGB rezidentura in London who was persuaded, while conducting an illicit affair with his secretary,
               Irinaa Templyakova, Oleg Lyalin agreed to cooperate with a joint MI5-SIS team of case
               officers six months before he took political asylum in August 1972. Confronted with
               his compromising behavior, Lyalin had agreed to trade information in return for eventual
               resettlement in England, and he soon supplied a complete order of battle for the KGB
               in London. He also revealed his own mission, reconnoitered while posing as a textiles
               buyer across the Midlands. Chillingly, the defector also described a plan to infiltrate
               agents disguised as official messengers into Whitehall’s system of underground tunnels
               to distribute poison gas capsules. He also identified other members of the London
               rezidenturas who were expelled in operation FOOT. Code-named GOLDFINCH, Lyalin’s debriefing covered
               five volumes and was circulated widely among Western intelligence agencies. Of particular
               interest was Lyalin’s confirmation of the existence of a section known as Department
               V. Apparently this highly secret branch had been created in the aftermath of the defections
               of Nikolai Khokhlov and Bogdan Stashinsky, who had revealed the homicidal purpose of the Thirteenth Department of the First
               Chief Directorate. The disclosure of the existence of a unit dedicated to assassination
               within the KGB, confirmed by two of its members, was intensely awkward, so during
               the KGB’s reorganization in 1968/69, the Thirteenth Department had been abolished.
               Its staff of around 50 officers was transferred to Department V, a new section created
               with a broader role, encompassing sabotage, and placed within the illegals branch,
               designated Directorate S, under the personal authority of the chairman, Yuri V. Andropov.
               Its principal function was to plan disruption in target countries so that in the event
               of hostilities a fifth column of agents could be mobilized by radio to strike at the
               heart of government and create chaos. Lyalin’s own contingency plans for war seemed
               far-fetched, for he had been given responsibility, as the Department V representative
               in the London rezidentura, to draw up lists of leading figures for their assassination and to survey various
               sensitive military sites in England, including the early-warning radar installations
               at Fylingdales in North Yorkshire and nuclear bomber dispersal airfields, for sudden
               attack by Soviet Spetsnaz special forces. Lyalin’s firsthand confirmation that the
               KGB still sponsored such activity was to cause acute political embarrassment in the
               Kremlin, and to prevent any further complications, all Department V personnel were
               withdrawn from the field and Department V was abolished. Created in its place was
               the Eighth Department of Directorate S, which was henceforth restricted to a planning
               and training role, dispersing the officers with operational experience between the
               directorate’s four geographical departments. Lyalin’s recruitment was accomplished
               by Tony Brooks of SIS and Harry Wharton of MI5, but his defection was unplanned, having
               been prompted by his arrest on drunk-driving charges by a metropolitan police traffic
               patrol. When detained, Lyalin arranged for his handlers to be contacted, and MI5 dispatched
               a team, equipped with the antidotes to various poisons, to extract him from the police
               station and supervise his asylum application. Thereafter Lyalin was resettled in the
               north of England and married Irina. He died at home, after a long illness, in February
               1995.
            

            
         

      


      M

      
      
      
         
         	MABHOUH, MAHMOUD AL-

         
         	
            A senior Hamas military commander, 49-year-old Mahmoud al-Mabhouh was murdered in
               his hotel room at the Al Bustan Rotani in Dubai on 19 January 2010 while on his way
               to Iran. Al-Mabhouh’s post-mortem showed that he had been immobilized with an injection
               between his toes of succinylcholine, a muscle relaxant and anesthetic also known as
               Suxamethonium, and then asphyxiated. An investigation into the incident revealed the
               existence of a large-scale plot involving a major clandestine surveillance operation,
               false identities, and a team of foreign assassins who gained access to al-Mabhouh’s
               room, number 230, to kill him.
            

            
             A forensic reconstruction of the events leading up to the murder identified the passport
               photos of 33 suspects who had traveled under aliases using 45 travel documents that
               had been issued to applicants who had adopted the identities of real individuals,
               tradecraft closely associated with intelligence agencies and, in particular, Mossad.
            

            
             Al-Mabhouh, code-named PLASMA SCREEN, had flown into Dubai alone on the afternoon
               of 19 January from Damascus and checked into room 230. He then left for a few hours,
               perhaps to go shopping for a pair of shoes, but when he returned later the same evening
               he was overpowered by four men wearing rubber gloves and killed. Study of the hotel’s
               internal video CCTV cameras showed two men in tennis attire and carrying rackets following
               al-Mabhouh, presumably to identify his room. The assassins had also booked a room,
               237, directly across the hallway, in the name of Peter Elvinger and used the keycard
               issued to that room to use on the reprogrammed electronic lock on room 230.
            

            
             On the following morning a chambermaid could not enter the room, as the door had
               been latched from the inside, and she called the hotel’s security staff who opened
               the door and discovered al-Mabhouh dead. On his bedside table was a bottle of blood-pressure
               medicine, implying that he had died of natural causes.
            

            
            The exact cause of death was not discovered for 10 days, and all the suspects had
               left the country within hours of the murder, two destined for the United States, others
               for South Africa, Hong Kong, Frankfurt, and Paris. They included 12 British-passport
               holders in the names of Paul John Keely, Stephan Daniel Hodes, Melvyn Adam Mildiner,
               Jonathan Louis Graham, James Leonard Clarke, Michael Lawrence Barney, Daniel Marc
               Schnur, Gabriella Barney, Roy Allan Cannon, Stephen Keith Drake, Mark Sklur, Philip
               Carr, and Christopher Lockwood. The latter identity was that of 62-year-old Yehuda
               Lustig, a Jew born in Glasgow in February 1948 who had been reported killed while
               serving as a soldier with the Israeli army in the Sinai during the 1973 Yom Kippur
               War. Inquiries into Lockwood’s background revealed a past address in London, a short-term
               rented apartment in Dubai, and a rented minivan. Apparently he had legitimately changed
               his name from Lustig to Lockwood, but thereafter his identity had been acquired by
               someone else.
            

            
             The six Irish passport holders were Gail Folliard, Kevin Daveron, Evan Dennings,
               Ivy Brinton, Anna Shauna Clasby, and Chester Halvey. The four French were Peter Elvinger,
               David Bernard LaPierre, Mélanie Heard, and Eric Rassineux. The three Australians were
               Nicole Sandra McCabe, Adam Korman, and Joshua Aaron Krycer.
            

            
            The sole German passport was in the name of Michael Bodenheimer, an American orthodox
               rabbi resident in Tel Aviv, but it had been carried by Uri Brodsky, alias Alexander
               Verin, who was arrested at Warsaw airport in June 2010. Brodsky was extradited to
               Cologne to face document fraud charges related to a false application for Bodenheimer’s
               passport, but he was released for lack of evidence and then promptly flew to Israel.
            

            
            All the suspects had posed as tourists, and some had worn wigs, baseball caps, sunglasses,
               and other disguises. They had flown in from different destinations, including Italy,
               France, Germany, and Switzerland, none of them requiring a visa. Analysis of their
               cell-phone and text communications showed extensive but largely untraceable use, together
               with numerous calls made on telephones sold in Vienna. Seventeen of their credit cards
               would later be linked to Israeli-connected companies or banks based in the United
               States.
            

         

         
         	MAHSOUD, AHMED SHAH

         
         	
            The charismatic, 48-year-old leader of the anti-Taliban Afghan Northern Alliance,
               Ahmed Shah Mahsoud was killed by AQ suicide bombers posing as a television crew two
               days before the 9/11 attack on the United States. Known as “the Lion of Panshir,”
               Mahsoud was the son of an army officer and established his reputation as a senior
               member of the mujahedeen resistance to the Soviet occupation. Mortally wounded, Mahsoud
               was put aboard a helicopter to fly to Tajikistan for emergency medical care, but he
               died during the flight.
            

            
             Shortly before his death Mahsoud had reported to his American contacts, via his intelligence
               chief Amrullah Saleh based at the Afghan embassy in Dushanbe, that AQ was about to
               undertake some massive “spectacular” attack on Western interests. Through what were
               described in November 2001 by the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency as “Northern Alliance
               intelligence efforts,” he
            

            
               gained limited knowledge regarding the intentions of the Saudi millionaire Osama bin
                  Laden (OBL) and his terrorist organization al-Qaida, to perform a terrorist act against
                  the U.S. on a scale larger than the 1998 bombing of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and
                  Tanzania.
               

            

            The two men posing as journalists, fluent in French, had traveled to Khvajeh Baha
               od Din on forged Belgian passports and faked television credentials bearing the name
               “Arabic News International” and claimed to have been from Morocco, but they are thought
               to have been Tunisians. Their explosives were concealed in the video camera’s battery
               pack and in a suicide vest worn by the interviewer who sat next to his target, pretending
               to rehearse his questions for the interview when the cameraman detonated the devices.
               The surviving killer then fled the scene but was killed by Mahsoud’s soldiers as he
               tried to swim the river Oxus.
            

            
             The Belgian passports turned out to have been stolen in 1999 from the embassy in
               The Hague and the consulate in Strasbourg, and Karim Touzani, aged 34, and 26-year-old
               Kacem Bakkali obtained access to Mahsoud, after having been kept waiting a fortnight,
               using a letter of introduction supplied by Yassir al-Sirri, head of the Islamic Observation
               Centre in London. A militant Egyptian who had been granted political asylum in England
               in 1994 after arriving from Sudan on a forged Yemeni passport, al-Sirri was arrested
               in London in October 2001, but charges against him were dropped seven months later
               for lack of evidence when he insisted he had been duped by the pair. He was wanted
               by the Egyptian government for a failed assassination attempt in Cairo in 1993 on
               Atef Sedki, a former prime minister, in which a five-year-old girl was killed.
            

            
             A British investigation of Touzani showed that when Karim Touzani had traveled to
               Heathrow from Germany in June 2000 with a companion, immigration officers had spotted
               his forged Belgian passport. Both had then claimed political asylum, asserting that
               they had come from Iraq. They were resettled in Leeds while their claims were processed
               but then disappeared. However, on 25 July 2001 they arrived in Islamabad with visas
               issued by the Pakistan High Commission in London and then crossed the border into
               Afghanistan.
            

            
             The Belgian Sureté identified the Tunisian assassin as Dahmane Abd al-Sattar, who
               had left Belgium in 1987 after obtaining a journalism degree, apparently intending
               to pursue his studies at the Free University of Brussels and the Catholic University
               in Leuven in 1990. Arrests in Belgium and France resulted in several convictions.
               Tarek Maaroufi was sentenced in Brussels to six years’ imprisonment in 2003. In Paris,
               Adel Tebourski, aged 41, received a six-year sentence after admitting he had given
               $6,000 to Dahmane Abd al-Sattar. Frenchman Yousef el-Aouni, aged 31, received a two-year
               sentence, and Abderahmane Ameroud, a 27-year-old Algerian, was handed seven years.
               Thirty-seven-year-old Mehrez Azouz was imprisoned for five years. A fifth defendant,
               Khellaf Hammam, aged 37, was convicted of helping organize paramilitary training for
               French-based Islamic militants and was imprisoned for two years. Two others, Ibrahim
               Ketta, 38, and Azdine Sayeh, 32, were acquitted.
            

         

         
         	MANSOUR, AKHTAR

         
         	
            On 21 May 2016 the Taliban supreme leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour was killed when the
               white Toyota Corolla in which he was being driven on the N40, close to the Afghan
               border at Taftan in the Dalbandi district of Baluchistan, heading for Quetta, was
               hit by a Hellfire missile fired from a Reaper aircraft. Mansour, traveling under the
               alias Wali Muhhamed, who had succeeded Mullah Mohammed Omar in July 2015, had been
               a target for the U.S. CIA, which exercised a policy of decapitating the Taliban. Four
               days later his deputy, Mullah Haibatullah Akhundzada, was named as his successor.
            

         

         
         	MARKOV, GEORGI

         
         	
            The son of an officer in the Bulgarian army and born in 1929 in Sofia, Georgi Markov
               was a successful novelist and playwright in his own country before he defected to
               Italy in June 1969. In 1971 he took up residence in England where he married Annabel
               Dilke.
            

            
            Using the pseudonym David St. George, together with his coauthor David ­Phillips,
               Georgi Markov wrote a political satire, The ­Right Honorable Chimpanzee, in 1978, and his broadcasts on the BBC World Service and RFE in Munich were considered
               sufficiently damaging by the Bulgarian dictator Todor Zhivkov for him to personally
               order the DS’s chief of foreign counter-intelligence, General Vlado Todorov, to arrange
               the author’s assassination. As he walked to work at the BBC, across Waterloo Bridge
               in September 1978, he was stabbed in the leg by a pellet gun concealed inside an umbrella.
               A tiny pellet, visible only under a powerful microscope and made of a rare platinum
               and iridium alloy containing traces of ricin, was later recovered from a wound, but
               he died in the hospital four days later. According to Colonel Stefan ­Svreddlev, a
               DS officer who defected in 1971, the agency compiled lists of 17 different categories
               of suspect Bulgarians, and Markov’s death conformed to the pattern of executions carried
               out by the DS’s hit men.
            

            
            Late in 1989 Zhivkov was arrested, and a lengthy investigation into Markov’s death
               was launched by Leonid Katzamunski, the head of the new government’s investigation
               department. In October 1993 General Oleg ­­Kalugin, the KGB counter-intelligence chief
               who had boasted of having supervised the DS operation, was briefly detained in London
               and interrogated about his knowledge of the murder. He recalled having attended a
               meeting in Moscow chaired by Yuri Andropov which discussed the request for assistance
               made by the DS’s chief, General Stoyan Savov.
            

            
            With the installation of a democratic government in Sofia, there were several attempts,
               including two parliamentary commissions, to investigate the DS’s misconduct, but they
               were doomed to failure because most of the archives had been burned as the Zhivkov
               regime collapsed. General Todorov, having been convicted of destroying files, acknowledged
               only that there had been four large volumes of a dossier on Georgi Markov, but only
               a single paper ordering their destruction survived. He was sentenced to 16 months
               and began his imprisonment in June 1992. His immediate superior in the DS, General
               Stoyan Savov, who had deputy minister rank and headed the DS from 1972 until March
               1989, committed suicide on 9 January 1992, two days after he had been served a court
               summons regarding the Markov case. Although he left three suicide letters, none explained
               why he had killed himself. His superior, Colonel General Dimiter Stoyanov, the minister
               of the interior between 1973 and 1989 and a member of the Politburo, died in November
               1999. He was in overall charge of the political direction of the DS and was certainly
               behind the ruthless campaign to rid the country of its ethnic Turks, a charge that
               he flatly denied in his unrepentant 1997 autobiography.
            

            
            A DS dossier code-named SKITNIK (Tramp) declassified in 2005 revealed that Markov
               had been murdered by an Italian agent, Francesco Guillino, code-named PICCADILLY.
               According to the file, Guillino, born in Bari in 1946, had been employed by the DS
               following his arrest on drug-smuggling charges in 1970. He then made three trips to
               London in 1977 and 1978.
            

            
             Although detained briefly in Copenhagen in February 1993 and questioned, Guillino
               was never charged with the offense. When questioned he acknowledged having been in
               London, and flying to Rome the day after the attack, where supposedly he had stood
               in a prearranged place in St. Peter’s Square to indicate the completion of his mission
               to his Bulgarian contact. He now lives in the Austrian town of Wels where he works
               as an antiques dealer.
            

         

         
         	MARWAN, ASHRAF

         
         	
            President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s son-in-law, Ashraf Marwan, was suspected of having been an Israeli spy and of having
               warned his Mossad contact in 1973 about Egypt’s plan to launch a surprise attack across
               the Suez Canal. Allegedly Marwan had been in touch with Mossad since 1969 when he
               had approached an Israeli diplomat in London, offering to spy, and had delivered a
               warning in April 1973 that Egypt and Syria planned to start a war on 15 May. Consequently
               Israel had mobilized, an act that may have served to postpone the offensive. On 4
               October he gave another warning and was debriefed two days later in London by Mossad’s
               director, Zvi Zamir, on the very morning the conflict began. Marwan’s dead body was
               found on the ground beneath the balcony of his fifth-floor flat in Carlton House Terrace
               after midday on 27 June 2007.
            

         

         
         	MASARYK, JAN

         
         	
            Appointed the Czech ambassador to London in 1925, Jan Masaryk resigned in September
               1938 in opposition to the German occupation of the Sudetenland. When the Czech government-in-exile
               was established in London, Masaryk became foreign minister, a post he retained at
               the end of the war.
            

            
             In February 1948, following the communist coup, Masaryk stayed in the government
               as the only non-communist, but he was killed in a fall from a window at his office
               in Prague on 10 March 1948. He was found on the ground, wearing pajamas, directly
               under the (closed) window of his bathroom. The death was declared a suicide, but subsequent
               investigations have suggested it was murder.
            

         

         
         	MASHAL, SHEIKH KHALED

         
         	
            On 25 September 1997, Mashal, then the head of Hamas’s political bureau, was attacked
               as he approached his office, the Palestinian Relief Bureau in the Shamia Center in
               Amman’s garden district, by a Mossad kidoni who sprayed a synthetic opiate, fentanyl, onto his left ear from a device concealed
               in a bandaged arm while his companion nearby opened a can of Coke as a distraction.
               The incident had been authorized by the Israeli prime minister, Benyamin Netanyahu,
               in retaliation for a suicide bombing in Jerusalem on 30 July, sponsored by Hamas,
               that had killed 16 civilians.
            

            
            The operation—which had begun a week earlier when six Mossad officers, carrying Canadian,
               French, and Egyptian passports, had flown in on Canadian passports from Amsterdam,
               Toronto, and Paris—included surveillance on Mashal’s suburban home and the local rental
               of a green Hyundai sedan, with the index number 5374, which had been used by “Guy
               Erez,” to tail the target’s vehicle as he was driven into Amman by his bodyguard Abu
               Maher.
            

            
            Later in the day the toxin plunged him into a coma, but by then a car chase, followed
               by another pursuit on foot, had ensued in which a pair of kidon, both carrying their forged Canadian passports in the names of Shawn Kendall, aged
               28, and Barry Beads, aged 36, had been detained after a scuffle with Mohammed Abu
               Saif, one of Mashal’s bodyguards, and a passerby, a PLO official. The captives were
               taken to the Wadi al-Seer police station. Then they were transferred to Amman security
               police headquarters where they were interviewed by a skeptical Canadian diplomat,
               but the two suspects, who had posed as tourists, declined Canadian consular assistance.
            

            
            Meanwhile, Mashal’s condition deteriorated, with his respiratory system failing, and
               he was transferred from the Islamic Hospital to intensive care at the Al-Hussain Medical
               City, where he was given narcon, an anti-opiate.
            

            
            Two other Mossad officers had fled the InterContinental Hotel to take refuge in the
               Israeli embassy where four more were in hiding in the cordoned-off building. An infuriated
               King Hussein then intervened to negotiate a deal with Mossad’s chief, Danny Yatom;
               personally flew into Amman; and had a colleague, Miska Ben David, deliver the antidote,
               naloxone, to save Mashal’s life and secure the release and safe passage home of all
               six Israelis. As part of the exchange, Hamas’s spiritual leader, Sheik Ahmed Yassin,
               was released from an Israeli prison, where he had served eight years of a life sentence
               for conspiring to kidnap Israeli soldiers, and flown to Jordan, together with 50 Palestinian
               detainees in a deal negotiated by Ariel Sharon, Israel’s minister of infrastructure.
               When Yassin was flown back to Gaza, two Israeli military helicopters flew the Mossad
               team to Tel Aviv.
            

            
            The debacle had a profound impact on Israel’s relations with Jordan and was a blatant
               breach of an understanding, part of the peace treaty made three years earlier, that
               Mossad would not conduct any clandestine operations in that country without Amman’s
               prior approval. Yatom resigned from Mossad in 1998 and was elected to the Knesset
               in 2003. The real Shawn Kendall, a Jewish Canadian computer programmer in Jerusalem,
               later revealed that he had been pressured to surrender his passport to the Israeli
               authorities, but he had not realized the use to which his passport would be put. Beads,
               a Jewish Canadian charity worker in Tel Aviv, told a similar story. The forged versions,
               seized by the Jordanian security police, were returned to Ottawa where they were examined
               and found to be very good forgeries. The Canadian passport issued to Guy Erez in Toronto
               later proved to be genuine.
            

         

         
         	MASILELA, JANUARY

         
         	
            On 24 August 2008 the prominent South African politician January “Ché” Masilela died
               when his BMW X5 crashed near Bronkhorstspruit. The former secretary of defense, who
               had been appointed in 1999 under President Thabo Mbeki and served in the post for
               three years, was a controversial figure linked to various investigations into contracts
               granted to modernize the South African National Defense Force. He had also been involved
               in KONDOR-E, a communications surveillance satellite project developed in collaboration
               with a Russian manufacturer, NPO Machinostroenia, but later abandoned on grounds of
               costs overruns on the original R1.2 billion budget. Initiated in 2006 under the code
               name FLUTE by South Africa’s director of military intelligence, General “Mojo” Motau,
               the debacle threatened to descend into a formal parliamentary inquiry.
            

            
             Ten months after Masilela’s death, a well-known Belgian-born arms dealer, Ivan Monsieur,
               was shot dead in his car in Midrand. The 56-year-old Monsieur had previously acted
               as a whistleblower to expose the fraudulent diversion of weapons and armored vehicles
               from South Africa’s premier arms company, Armscor, to foreign countries, including
               Jordan.
            

            
             While Masilela’s death was regarded as an accident, no conclusion has been reached
               in the murder of Monsieur.
            

         

         
         	MATTEOTTI, GIANCOMO

         
         	
            On 10 June 1924 Giancomo Matteotti, a Socialist Party deputy first elected to the
               Italian Parliament in 1919, was abducted off a street in Rome outside his house and
               murdered. His body, bearing stab wounds, was not recovered for another two months
               when it was found in a shallow grave near Riano, north of Rome.
            

            
             The author of The Fascisti Exposed: A Year of Fascist Domination, Matteotti was a controversial politician and a target of the Cheka, a covert organization
               created by Benito Mussolini, allegedly modeled on the Soviet Cheka and controlled by the Fascisti. A police investigation
               identified the vehicle involved in Matteotti’s abduction, and Amerigo Domini was arrested.
               He turned out to be subordinate to a more senior Cheka official, Casare Rossi, who
               promptly fled to Switzerland. When he returned in 1927 he was convicted and sentenced
               to 20 years’ imprisonment. Domini was sentenced to five years but was amnestied after
               11 months. He later moved to Libya where he was arrested by the Allies in Derna and
               sentenced to death. Escaping a firing squad, Domini returned to Italy but was recaptured
               in Bologna in 1944 and sentenced to life imprisonment at a second trial for his involvement
               in Matteotti’s murder, but he was released after eight years and died in Rome in December
               1967, aged 73.
            

            
             Also arrested were Giuseppe Viola, Albino Volpi, and Amieto Poveromo, who were sentenced
               to six years’ imprisonment but released early. In April 1947 they were retried and
               given life sentences, commuted to 30 years. Poveromo died in prison in 1953, aged
               59.
            

         

         
         	MAU MAU

         
         	
            Kenyan chief Waruhiu Wakunga was shot dead in his car by Mau Mau assassins on 7 October
               1952 as part of a campaign to intimidate pro-British leaders of the Kikuyu tribe.
               Waruhiu was being driven in his Hudson limousine from Nairobi to the village of Gachie
               when he was stopped outside Kiambu at what appeared to be a roadside police checkpoint
               manned by three uniformed native police officers. When Waruhiu confirmed his identity,
               he was shot four times, leaving his chauffeur and companion to give an account of
               the murder.
            

            
            On 16 October 1952 the colonial secretary Oliver Lyttleton made a statement to the
               House of Commons which heralded the state of emergency that would last for the next
               eight years.
            

            
               Early this year Mau Mau attacks began in the Nyeri District and then spread to the
                  Kiambu and Fort Hall Districts in the Central Province. The situation became progressively
                  worse. Accordingly reinforcements were brought from 389 other areas; many arrests
                  were made; curfews were imposed, magistrates given enhanced powers and public meetings
                  banned in most areas.
               

               
               These measures proved insufficient because African witnesses were afraid to come forward
                  and give evidence in face of the brutal methods and vicious reprisals of the Mau Mau
                  against them. Africans who refused to take a Mau Mau oath have had ropes tied round
                  their necks and have been strung up from rafters until they were unconscious. Those
                  who have informed the police have later been found murdered. Charges against over
                  100 persons for administering or participating in the administration of Mau Mau oaths
                  had to be withdrawn, because the witnesses had disappeared or been intimidated into
                  changing their story.
               

               
               Up to 13th September there had been 23 murders, including two women and three children,
                  12 attempted murders, four suicides, 24 hut burnings, 12 serious assaults, a church
                  desecrated and missions attacked.
               

            

            On 22 October there was another murder, that of Chief Nderi Wango’mbe, who had attempted
               to intervene during a Kikuyu oathing ceremony in Nyeri but was set upon by the crowd
               which beat him to death.
            

            
            The Mau Mau insurgency was characterized by a policy of assassination aimed mainly
               against the indigenous population. By the end of the emergency, 80,000 Kikuyu had
               undergone detention; 30,000 had been killed in the fighting, of whom 1,800 were civilian
               victims of the Mau Mau; and 1,000 had been hanged for committing atrocities. Altogether
               32 Europeans lost their lives, and there were around 200 casualties suffered by the
               police and military.
            

         

         
         	MAYER, NAZEYH

         
         	
            A member of the PLO’s bureau in Rome, Nazeyh Mayer was shot dead outside his home
               on 17 June 1982, a victim of Mossad’s WRATH OF GOD operation in response to the Munich Olympic massacre. His deputy, Kamal Husayn, would die later the same day when a bomb detonated in his car.
            

         

         
         	McKINLEY, WILLIAM

         
         	
            President William McKinley was shot dead in Buffalo, New York, by an anarchist, Leon
               F. Czolgosz, on 5 September 1901. Sworn in as president in March 1897, McKinley was
               shot twice in the stomach but appeared to survive, succumbing later to an infection
               on 14 September. Czolgosz was quickly apprehended and tried for murder nine days later.
               He was condemned to death on 26 September and executed in the electric chair on 29
               October 1901.
            

         

         
         	McWHIRTER, ROSS

         
         	
            TV presenter Ross McWhirter was shot dead with a .357 Magnum outside his home in Enfield,
               North London, by two PIRA killers, Harry Duggan and Hugh Doherty, on 27 November 1975.
            

            
             Both men were captured the following month after a chase across the West End as they
               attempted on 6 December to fire into Scott’s restaurant in Mount Street. Accompanied
               by Edward Butler and Martin “Joe” O’Connell, they had been spotted by the police who
               had deployed a large number of plainclothes officers across the district in the hope
               of catching the group, which had been responsible for several murders and many bombings
               over the previous 14 months, as they returned to a particular area. Scotland Yard
               detectives had tried to predict where they were likely to strike again based on their
               past behavior and concentrated 400 police officers on the streets of Mayfair. This
               gamble had been based on a previous attack on the same target six weeks earlier on
               12 November.
            

            
             The four PIRA gunmen, in a stolen Ford Cortina, were followed across the West End
               to a flat in Balcombe Street where a siege ensued for six days before they surrendered.
               At their trial, on charges of seven murders (those of Ross McWhirter, Roger Goad,
               Gordon Hamilton-Fairley, Robert Lloyd, Graham Tuck, Audrey Edgson, and John Bately),
               all four defendants received whole life sentences. In 1998 they were transferred to
               Portlaoise prison, and they were released in 1999.
            

            
             Doherty, a road builder originally from Glasgow, had been responsible for the death
               of Professor Hamilton-Fairley, the victim of a bomb which detonated in Camden Hill
               Square on 23 October 1975 intended for his neighbor, Hugh Fraser MP. He moved from
               21 Waldemar Avenue with Duggan to 38 Fairholme Road, where they also stored their
               weapons and explosives.
            

            
             Duggan, from Feakle in County Clare but born in Kilburn, had been a carpenter in
               a local factory but was on the run from the Garda because of his involvement in a
               robbery in County Wicklow in April 1974. He was aged 23 when arrested.
            

            
             Butler, aged 25 from Castleconnel, County Limerick, had been employed as a council
               laborer. He had also stayed at another flat at 21 Waldemar Avenue until he moved with
               O’Connell to 34 Dunloe Avenue in Tottenham, North London.
            

            
             O’Connell, from County Clare, was a bomb maker. Recruited by PIRA’s chief of staff
               from Belfast, Brian Keenan, he had traveled from Shannon to London in August 1974
               with Brendan Dowd and rented a flat at 21 Waldemar Avenue, Fulham. He was linked forensically
               to the bombs at the Horse & Groom and the Seven Stars in Guildford on 5 October 1974;
               Brooks’ Club in St. James’s Street on 22 October 1974; Harrow School on 24 October
               1974; the King’s Arms in Woolwich on 7 November 1974 (killing two customers); and
               the Talbot Arms on Little Chester Street. He also shot dead an insurance broker, Alan
               Quartermaine, in his car in the King’s Road, Chelsea, on 11 October 1974 with the
               same .357 Magnum used to fire on the Naval & Military Club in Piccadilly in December
               1974. On 21 October 1974 O’Connell and Dowd narrowly avoided arrest when they were
               challenged by a pair of police constables on the top floor of the Semley Place multi-story
               car park as they tried to steal a car. Dowd pulled a .45 automatic and bundled one
               of the officers, PC David Lloyd, into the trunk of a stolen Cortina and drove away,
               only to release him on Lower Sloane Street. Dowd, originally from Ballymaceligott,
               near Tralee, but living in England since 1959, would eventually be arrested for the
               theft of explosives in 1971 from a quarry in County Kerry.
            

         

         
         	MEIJI, EMPEROR

         
         	
            In May 1910 an anarchist plot to assassinate Emperor Meiji of Japan was uncovered
               which became known at the Kotoku incident. The first evidence came from a police search
               of a sawmill worker, Miyashita Takichi, in Nagano, which incriminated his accomplices,
               Nitta Toru, Niimura Tadao, Furukawa Rikisaku, Kotoku Shusui, and Kanno Suga.
            

            
             At the conclusion of the police investigation, 25 men, among them four Buddhist monks,
               and one woman were charged with conspiracy to harm the emperor or a member of the
               imperial family. After a short trial, conducted in private, 24 of the defendants were
               sentenced to death. The other two received 8 and 11 years, respectively. The executions
               took place on 24 January 1911.
            

         

         
         	MERAISH, MAMOUN

         
         	
            On 21 August 1983 Mamoun Meraish, a senior PLO official, was shot dead in Athens,
               in his car bearing Swiss plates, by two burly gunmen on a motorcycle at a traffic
               junction. Armed with pistols fitted with silencers, the pair also wounded a passenger,
               Mustafa Aran Ali, and Meraish’s three children, aged 4, 9, and 13.
            

            
             A victim of Mossad’s WRATH OF GOD operation in response to the Munich Olympics massacre, Meraish had been working in
               Greece as a shipping agent for the previous three months and had returned from Tunisia
               two months earlier, traveling on a Moroccan passport in the name of Mohammed Sianir
               Ahman. Reportedly Meraish was on his way to Piraeus to inspect a ship he had recently
               purchased for $450,000.
            

         

         
         	MESHAD, YAHIA EL-

         
         	
            On 13 June 1980 the Egyptian nuclear physicist Yahia el-Meshad, who lectured at Alexandria
               University, was beaten to death in his room, 9041, at the Hotel Meridein in Paris
               soon after he had been visited by a 32-year-old escort, Marie-Claude Magal, who died
               on 12 July in a road accident. Meshad, who had been trained in the Soviet Union, had
               been engaged on the Osirak project in Iraq, the construction of a French-supplied
               atomic reactor.
            

         

         
         	MIELKE, ERICH

         
         	
            Born in Berlin in December 1907, Erich Mielke’s patents were both members of the KPD,
               and he would devote his life to the cause. In August 1931 he was one of a pair of
               party volunteers who were willing to assassinate the police chief responsible for
               the district in where the party’s headquarters were located on the Bülowplatz. Mielke
               was then a journalist working on the party’s newspaper, the Rote Fahne, and a participant in the KPD’s self-defense group, which on the day of the referendum
               to decide on the dissolution of the Prussian Parliament set out to ambush Captain
               Paul Anlauf. The police commander was particularly hated by the KPD because of the
               enthusiasm with which he broke up the party’s rallies. When he was spotted on the
               street close to the Wilhelmstrasse he was approached by Mielkle and an accomplice,
               Erich Ziemer. Both men pulled out pistols and fired at Anlauf, who was hit twice in
               the neck, and at his companions, Captain Fran Lenck, who died of chest wounds, and
               Sergeant Willig, who, though wounded, returned fire with his Luger.
            

            
             When the KPD leadership realized that Willig had survived the attack and was likely
               to be a strong witness, arrangements were made for Mielke and Ziener to be smuggled
               across the border to Belgium where they joined a ship at Antwerp bound for Leningrad.
               Mielke, who attended the Lenin School in Moscow, joined the NKVD and fought in the
               Spanish Civil War, would not return to Germany until the end of World War II when
               he was appointed an adviser to General Ivan Serov during the Soviet occupation.
            

            
            In 1957 Mielke was appointed minister of state security in the GDR, a post he was
               to hold until November 1989, a period during which he retained the original police
               criminal file on the assassination of Anlauf and Lenck in his personal office safe,
               where it was found after his dismissal. In February 1992 he was prosecuted for both
               murders and convicted in February 1993, when he was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment.
               He was paroled from Moabit prison in 1995, suffering from dementia, and died in May
               2000.
            

            
             During the Cold War, Mielke privately advocated the use of assassination as a political
               instrument, and within the Stasi he created a secret unit, staffed with 300 officers,
               who operated in five-man Einsatzgruppen teams across the Federal Republic, working undercover and relying on arms caches.
               Typically an Einsatzgruppe consisted of two assassins, a wireless operator, a team
               leader, and a demolitions expert. Information about these paramilitaries was restricted
               to a small management organization, the AGM/S, and details only emerged when the Stasi
               files were opened for scrutiny after German reunification. The AGM/S, which was not
               mentioned on any of the Stasi’s organizational charts, was under Mielke’s direct control
               and worked from closely guarded bases at Springsee and Schultendorf.
            

         

         
         	MILLER, EUGENE

         
         	
            Formerly the commander of the White Russian forces defeated at Archangel, General
               Eugene Miller sailed to Norway in February 1920 with 800 survivors and later moved
               to Paris. Following the disappearance of General Alexander Kutepov in January 1930,
               Miller took over the leadership of the Russian All-Military Union but was himself
               the victim of an abduction on 22 September 1937.
            

            
            On that day he was invited by the union’s intelligence chief, Nikolai Skoblin, to
               attend a meeting with a pair of Germans purporting to represent Abwehr, but in reality
               they were German-speaking NKVD personnel. Miller was also unaware that Skoblin had
               sold out to the Soviets and was known to the NKVD as a spy code-named FARMER. Having
               been drugged, Miller was placed in a trunk and driven to Le Havre where he was loaded
               aboard a Soviet ship, the Maria Ulyanova, destined for Leningrad. Once in Moscow he was interrogated and executed in May 1939.
            

            
             Before attending the rendezvous, Miller, who had been suspicious of Skoblin, wrote
               a note of his involvement, and this led to a police investigation.
            

            
               I have a meeting at 12:30 p.m. with General Skoblin on the comer of Jasmin and Raffet
                  Streets. He is to accompany me to a meeting with a German officer, Colonel Strohman,
                  a military attaché in the Baltics, and with Werner, who is posted here at the German
                  embassy. Both speak Russian well. The meeting was arranged on Skoblin’s initiative.
                  It may be a trap. To be on the safe side, I am leaving this note. General E. Miller
                  22 September 1937.
               

            

            The subsequent Sureté inquiry headed by André Roches suggested that Miller had taken
               the metro to the Jasmin station and turned up as arranged on the corner of the rue
               Raffet and the rue Jasmin where, most likely, he had been met by Skoblin who had driven
               him the short distance to 41 Boulevard de Montmorency, a walled property owned by
               the Soviet government which, in term time, accommodated a school for the children
               of Soviet diplomats. At other times, in the absence of the pupils, it was known to
               have been used by NKVD personnel anxious to avoid compromising the embassy at 79 rue
               de Grenelle.
            

            
            The KGB’s official history suggests that the operation was undertaken by “Georgi Kosenko,
               Veniamin Grazhul, and Mikhail Grigoriev. The operation was headed by the deputy chief
               of the INO Sergei Spiegelglas, who had traveled from Moscow.”
            

            
            Kosenko, alias Kislov, was the NKVD rezident in Paris working under deputy consul-general cover, and Grazhul, alias Dr. Beletsky,
               was the person who administered the sedative. Grigoriev, alias Alexandrov, also appears
               to have returned to the Soviet Union aboard the Maria Ulyanova with Miller and Spiegelglas. To avoid any awkward German customs inspections on the
               Kiel Canal, the vessel took the longer sea route around Denmark to reach the Baltic.
            

            
            As soon as he realized he had been compromised, Skoblin is believed to have sought
               sanctuary at the Soviet embassy and then flown in a chartered aircraft to Barcelona,
               but his wife, the singer Nadezhda Plevitskaya, was implicated in the crime and sentenced
               in December 1938 to 20 years’ imprisonment. She died on 21 September 1940 in Rennes
               prison. According to Alexander Orlov, Skoblin was lured onto a Soviet ship, the Kuban, for the voyage to Odessa but was poisoned after he had been persuaded to write a
               series of undated letters to his wife imploring her to remain silent about her NKVD
               role. The KGB version suggests he was killed in Barcelona during “a French air bombardment.”
            

            
            As for the others involved in Miller’s abduction, Spiegelglas and Kosenko would also
               fall victim to Stalin’s purge and were shot in 1940.
            

         

         
         	MILOSEVIC, SLOBODAN

         
         	
            In February 2008 a former British SIS officer, Richard Tomlinson, alleged that SIS
               had plotted to assassinate Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic in 1992. Tomlinson,
               a joint British and New Zealand passport holder fluent in Russian, aged 36 with a
               degree in aeronautical engineering from Cambridge University and a master’s degree
               from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, was a 23 SAS reservist who joined
               SIS in 1991 and between March 1992 and September 1993 was posted to SIS’s Eastern
               European Controllerate. In 1993 he spent six months in Bosnia, but in 1995, at the
               conclusion of the usual three-year probationary period, he was fired.
            

            
            According to a statement made by Tomlinson,

            
            
               	
                  
                  From March 1992 until September 1993 I worked in the East European controllerate of
                     MI6 under the staff designation of UKA/7. My role was to carry out natural cover operations
                     (undercover as a businessman or journalist etc) in eastern Europe. The Balkan war
                     was in its early stages at this time, and so my responsibilities were increasingly
                     directed to this arena.
                  

               

               
               	
                  My work thus involved frequent contact with the officer responsible for developing
                     and targeting operations in the Balkans. At the time, this was Nicholas Fishwick,
                     who worked under the staff designation of P4/OPS. We would frequently meet in his
                     office on the 11th floor of Century House to discuss proposed and ongoing operations
                     that I was involved in and, indeed, many other operations which I was not myself involved
                     in.
                  

               

               
               	
                  During one such meeting in the summer of 1992 Fishwick casually mentioned that he
                     was working on a proposal to assassinate President Milosevic of Serbia. I laughed,
                     and dismissed his claim as an idle boast as I (naively) thought that MI6 would never
                     contemplate such an operation. Fishwick insisted that it was true, and appeared somewhat
                     offended that I did not believe him. However, I still presumed that he was just pulling
                     my leg, and thought nothing more of the incident.
                  

               

               
               	
                  A few days later, I called in again to Fishwick’s office. After a few moments of conversation,
                     he triumphantly pulled out a document from a file on his desk, tossed it over to me,
                     and suggested I read it. To my astonishment, it was indeed a proposal to assassinate
                     President Milosevic of Serbia.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The minute was approximately two pages long, and had a yellow minute card attached
                     to it which signified that it was an accountable document rather than a draft proposal.
                     It was entitled The need to assassinate President Milosevic of Serbia. In the distribution list in the margin were P4, Maurice Kenwrick-Piercy, the Controller
                     of East European Operations (C/CEE); Richard Fletcher, and later Andrew Fulton, the
                     Security Officer responsible for eastern European operations (SBO1/T); John Ridd,
                     the private secretary to the Chief Colin McColl Alan Judd (H/SECT); and the Service’s
                     SAS liaison, officer (MODA/SO), Major Glynne Evans. The first page of the document
                     was a political “justification” to assassinate President Milosevic. Fishwick’s justification
                     was basically that there was evidence that Milosevic was providing arms and support
                     to President Radovan Karadzic in the breakaway republic of Bosnian Serbia.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The remainder of the document proposed three methods to assassinate Milosevic. The
                     first method was to train and equip a Serbian paramilitary opposition group to assassinate
                     Milosevic in Serbia. Fishwick argued that this method would have the advantage of
                     deniability, but the disadvantage that control of the operation would be low and the
                     chances of success unpredictable. The second method was to use the Increment (a small
                     cell of the SAS and SBS which is especially selected and trained to carry out operations
                     exclusively for MI5/MI6) to infiltrate Serbia and attack Milosevic either with a bomb
                     or sniper ambush. Fishwick argued that this plan would be the most reliable, but would
                     be undeniable if it went wrong. Fishwick’s third proposal was to kill Milosevic in
                     a staged car crash, possibly during one of his visits to the ICFY (International Conference
                     on the Former Yugoslavia) in Geneva, Switzerland. Fishwick even provided a suggestion
                     about how this could be done, such as by disorientating Milosevic’s chauffeur using
                     a blinding strobe light as the cavalcade passed through one of Geneva’s motorway tunnels.
                  

               

               
               	
                  There was no doubt in my mind when I read Fishwick’s proposal that he was entirely
                     serious about pursuing his plan. Fishwick was an ambitious and serious officer, who
                     would not frivolise his career by making such a proposal in jest or merely to impress
                     me. However, I heard no more about the progress of this proposal, and did not expect
                     to, as I was not on its distribution list.
                  

               

            

            
            Tomlinson’s allegation was denied by the SIS chief Sir Richard Dearlove when giving
               evidence over two days before Princess Diana’s inquest in February 2008. He conceded
               that although such a plan was proposed, it was immediately vetoed by the officer’s
               line manager and did not proceed any further.
            

            
            In the event, Milosevic was not assassinated but was indicted for war crimes in May
               1999 and arrested at his home in Belgrade in April 2001. He was transferred to the
               International Criminal Court in The Hague where he went on trial in February 2002.
               He was found dead in his cell on 11 March 2006, having suffered a heart attack.
            

         

         
         	MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY (MFS)

         
         	
            In the GDR, the MFS headed by Erich Mielke established a counter-terrorism branch, Main Department XXII, which developed links
               with the Red Army Faction (RAF) and other extremists. Directed by General Gerhard Neiber, XXII created a sanctuary
               for the RAF at a secure compound in Briesen, designated Objekt 74, and provided training
               facilities and logistical support. Additionally, XXII sent instructors to camps overseas,
               although the Stasi document only identified one site in South Yemen, and in 1985 managed
               a base for Abu Nidal nominees at Kallinchen, near Berlin.
            

            
             According to files recovered from the Stasi’s headquarters in the Normannenstrasse,
               Section 8 of Main Department XXII, managed by Colonel Harry Dahl, offered safe refuge
               to the RAF’s Inge Viett in 1978 when she was a fugitive following her murder of a
               police officer in Paris. In March 1981 a military exercise area at Ruethnick was reserved
               for the RAF and supervised by Norbert Wetzel and Hans Dieter Gaudig. One of those
               who attended their six-week course was Christian Klar who fired an RPG-7 at General
               Frederick J. Kroesen’s limousine in September 1981. Another graduate who had been taught bomb assembly
               skills used a sophisticated photoelectric cell to detonate the explosives that killed
               the banker Alfred Herrhausen in November 1989.
            

            
             Following the collapse of the GDR, several RAF fugitives were found to be living
               under Stasi protection, including Viett, who was arrested in Magdeburg in June 1990.
               She had previously lived in Dresden, not far from another suspect, Silke Maier-Witt.
               Also caught were Susanne Albrecht, a senior RAF organizer who was wanted for the murder
               of the banker Jurgen Ponto and sheltered under the alias Inge Jaeger; Monika Helbig
               and Ekkehard von Seckendorff-Gudent, who were both wanted for the murder of Hans-Martin
               Schleyer and were detained in Frankfurt am Oder; Werner Lotze and Christine Dumlein,
               who were both detained in Senftenberg on a warrant relating to the murder of Ernst Zimmermann in February 1985; and Sigrid Sterne Beck and Ralf Baptist Friedrich. All but Seckendorff-Gudent
               and Dumlein, whose offenses were deemed to be time barred, were convicted on terrorist
               charges.
            

         

         
         	MINK, GEORGE

         
         	
            Born in Russia as Georgi Minkowsky, George Mink moved to the United States in 1912
               at the age of 13 and was a member of the Control Commission of the CPUSA. He was a
               maritime trade union organizer and became head of the powerful Marine Workers Industrial
               Union. In July 1935 he was convicted with another American, Nicholas Sherman, on charges
               of espionage in Copenhagen and sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment. Charges against
               a third American, Leon Josephson, a CPUSA lawyer, were dropped.
            

            
            It later turned out that the real Sherman had died in 1926 and his passport was being
               used by a Soviet, Alexander P. Ulanovsky. After his sentence, Mink was deported back
               to the United States, and during the Spanish Civil War he served in 1937 in the International
               Brigade, ruthlessly enforcing discipline within the Abraham Lincoln battalion.
            

            
            Mink was identified as a Soviet assassin by an American anarchist, Carlo Tresca, who
               linked Mink to the mysterious disappearance of Juliet Poyntz in New York in June 1937. Additionally, Jan Valtin named Mink as having been assigned
               the task of silencing Hans Wissenger in Hamburg in May 1932.
            

            
            Mink himself later disappeared, and within the CPUSA it was assumed that he had been
               recalled to Moscow to become a victim of Stalin’s purges.
            

         

         
         	MIRBACH, WILHELM VON

         
         	
            On the afternoon of 6 July 1918 the German ambassador in Moscow, Wilhelm von Mirbach,
               who had only been appointed in April, was shot dead in his embassy by a pair of Left
               Socialist Revolutionary Party members, Yacov Blumkine and Nikolai Andreyev, as part of a scheme masterminded by the head of Cheka, Felix
               Dzerzhinsky, to provoke a war with Germany.
            

            
             The two men gained access to the embassy on the pretext of delivering a personal
               message from Dzerzhinsky to the ambassador about an espionage case involving Robert
               Mirbach, allegedly a member of the Hungarian branch of the ambassador’s family. Initially
               they were interviewed in a reception room by two of the embassy staff, Kurt Riezler
               and his interpreter Lieutenant L. G. Miller, but when they were joined by Mirbach,
               Blumkine pulled out a revolver and shot him. Two more shots, aimed at Riezler and
               Miller, missed their targets. As Mirbach attempted to escape, he was killed by a second
               bullet fired by Andreyev, and then both assassins leapt from a window to be driven
               away by a Cheka car. In their haste they had left behind a Cheka briefcase containing
               papers relating to the Robert Mirbach case, the two witnesses Riezler and Miller,
               and the warrant signed by Dzerzhinsky and his deputy Ivan Ksenofontov which had been
               used to enter the embassy.
            

         

         
         	MOAWAD, RENE

         
         	
            On 22 November 1989 Lebanon’s president Rene Moawad was killed when a massive car
               bomb detonated in Beirut as his motorcade passed during the country’s National Day
               celebrations. Twenty-three others were also killed in the explosion. No motive or
               culprit has been identified.
            

         

         
         	MOHSEN, ZUHEIR

         
         	
            The PLO’s military commander, 36-year-old Zuheir Mohsen, was killed by shots to his
               head as he left a casino in Cannes on 27 July 1979 and walked toward his apartment.
               The gunmen were never identified.
            

            
             Born in Tulkarm, Palestine, during the British Mandate, he trained as a teacher and
               became closely associated with Syria’s Ba’athist Party.
            

         

         
         	MORO, ALDO

         
         	
            In March 1978 the president of the ruling Christian Democrats, Aldo Moro, was abducted
               in a hail of automatic fire that left his five bodyguards dead while on his way in
               a motorcade through busy streets to the Parliament building in Rome. The estimated
               11 kidnappers in four cars were all wearing fake Alitalia uniforms so they would not
               fire on each other. Two months later his body was recovered from the trunk of a car,
               dead from a single shot to the head. He had been murdered by the Red Brigades, a sophisticated group of leftist urban guerrillas dedicated to “direct action.”
            

            
             A major police investigation established that Moro had been held prisoner in an apartment
               at 8 via Camillo Montalcini owned by a Red Brigades member for most, if not all, of
               his 55 days in captivity. During that period Moro wrote dozens of letters to political
               colleagues, and the Red Brigades issued nine statements, explaining their motives
               and making demands.
            

            
             The acknowledged leader of the Red Brigades was Mario Moretti, who was sentenced
               to six terms of life imprisonment in 1981 but released on parole in 1998. In 1974,
               when the original leadership of the Red Brigades, Renato Curcio and Laberto Franceschini,
               were arrested, Moretti took over. Initially based in Milan, he moved to Rome in 1975
               and was responsible for the planning and execution of Moro’s abduction, apparently
               an attempt to negotiate the release of 13 imprisoned terrorists. He also shot Moro
               when he realized they would not be freed.
            

            
            Moretti’s accomplices included Adriana Faranda, who made a full confession; Valerio
               Morucci; Barbara Balzerani; and Prospero Gallinari.
            

            
             Faranda, aged 28, was arrested in May 1979, together with Valerio Morucci, and both
               gave their interrogators detailed accounts of their role in Moro’s murder. She added
               further details in an autobiography published in 2006, 12 years after her release
               from prison.
            

            
             Several of their accomplices escaped abroad, including Alvaro Lojacono, who fled
               to Switzerland; Alessio Casimirri, now in Managua, having lived in Libya and Cuba;
               and his wife Rita Algranati, who was arrested in Cairo airport in January 2004 with
               Maurizio Falessi and sentenced to life imprisonment. Algranati and Falessi had been
               living under alias in Algeria, having previously been under the protection of George
               Habash’s PFLP in Lebanon. Lojacono, who obtained a legitimate Swiss passport through
               his mother who had Swiss nationality, was prosecuted in Switzerland for terrorist
               offenses committed in Italy and was sentenced to 17 years’ imprisonment. He was paroled
               after serving 11 years and was arrested again in Corsica in June 2000 but was released
               when an application for his extradition to Italy was rejected.
            

         

         
         	MOROCCO, SULTAN OF

         
         	
            In September 1953 the sultan of Morocco, Mouley Mohammed bin Aarafa, escaped an attempt
               on his life as he rode on his horse to Friday prayers at the Touaga Mosque in Rabat.
               His would-be assassin, armed with a large knife, tried to run him down with an ancient
               car but was shot dead at the scene by members of the Imperial Guard.
            

            
             The 64-year-old sultan had been on the throne for only a fortnight, having replaced
               his nephew Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef, who had been deposed by the French and sent
               into exile in Corsica. A week later a 25-year-old truck driver made another assassination
               attempt, this time by throwing a grenade in the mosque in Marrakesh. The sultan was
               only slightly injured, and his assailant was shot dead.
            

            
             Having moved in exile from Corsica to Madagascar, Mohammed V returned to Morocco
               in November 1955, was appointed his country’s king upon independence from France in
               1957, and died in the hospital during surgery in February 1961.
            

            
             Aarafa, who ruled as Mohammed VI, abdicated in 1955 in favor of his nephew and moved
               to France where he died in July 1976.
            

         

         
         	MOUNTBATTEN, LORD

         
         	
            In August 1979 Lord Mountbatten, his grandson Nicholas Knatchbull, and a local boat
               hand Paul Maxwell were killed in Donegal Bay when a remotely controlled 60-pound nitroglycerine
               bomb detonated aboard a 30-foot boat, the Shadow V, at Mullaghmore, County Sligo. The following day a fourth victim, the Dowager Lady
               Brabourne, died of her injuries sustained in the explosion.
            

            
             The bomb had been planted the previous evening by Tom McMahon, a member of the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) who was subsequently convicted of the offense and imprisoned. At the moment
               of the explosion, McMahon, from South Armagh, was in police custody, having been stopped
               by the Garda at a vehicle checkpoint, suspected of having stolen a car. However, his
               PIRA accomplice who detonated the bomb by remote control was never charged, although
               his companion when arrested, Francis McGirl, was acquitted at his trial and died in
               an accident in 1995.
            

            
            McMahon, who underwent bomb-making training in Tripoli in 1974 as one of three PIRA
               nominees on a program sponsored by Muammar Gadhafi, was released from prison in August
               1998 after serving 18 years; now lives with his wife Rose in Lisanisk, near Carickmacross
               in County Monaghan; and works as a carpenter.
            

         

         
         	MOYNE, LORD

         
         	
            The British minister of state in the Middle East, Lord Moyne, was shot dead in Cairo
               by the Stern Gang on the afternoon of 6 November 1944 as he was driven home. He was accompanied by
               his private secretary, his aide-de-camp, and his driver when the two gunmen, Eliyahu
               Bet-Zuri and Eliyahu Hakim, approached and began shooting with pistols. The driver,
               Lance-Corporal Arthur Fuller, was killed almost instantly, while Lord Moyne was taken
               to the hospital but died the following evening after emergency surgery.
            

            
             The two gunmen attempted to escape on rented bicycles but were chased and apprehended
               by an Egyptian police officer on a motorcycle, who shot and wounded Bet-Zuri as he
               attempted to reload his weapon. The true identities of both men were established,
               although they initially gave false names, and they were convicted of murder at a trial
               in Cairo in February 1945 and hanged in March.
            

            
            A week after the murder, on 13 November 1944, MI4’s Guy Liddell recorded in his diary,

            
               The murderers of Lord Moyne are Eliahou Hakim and Eliahow Tsoury. There has been discovered
                  in a Cairo hide-out two British uniforms, two AB 64s, one Royal Navy paybook, six
                  blank leave passes, and fourteen cubes of cordite, six cases of TNT, and 612 rounds
                  of Luger ammunition. The two men were seen in uniform on 27 October. Other members
                  of the Stern Gang are said to be still at large in Egypt. I believe that the Prime
                  Minister has been considerably moved by the assassination of Lord Moyne and that in
                  consequence he is not quite so favourable towards the claims of the Zionists as he
                  was.
               

            

         

         
         	MROZ, WLADYSLAW

         
         	
            Born in 1926 in eastern Poland, Wladyslaw Mroz was taken by his parents to the Soviet
               Union where he was selected for intelligence training. In 1950 he returned to Poland
               and was employed by the Ministry of Public Security. He was then posted under diplomatic
               cover to Stockholm and London. Upon his return to Warsaw, where he was assigned to
               work with illegals, he married a French woman and had two children. In 1957 Mroz was
               sent to France, ostensibly as a photographer based in the Paris suburb of Epinay-sur-Seine.
               However, when approached by the DST, which had been tipped off to the existence of
               a network of 20 illegals operating in France, Mroz expressed his wish to defect. When
               questioned at the DST’s headquarters in the rue de Saussaies, he revealed that the
               organization was considered a priority target and that the identity of the head of
               the Soviet counter-intelligence section, André Guerin, was known to Soviet bloc intelligence
               agencies. He also gave sufficient information about a spy in Israel’s Shin Bet code-named
               LITEK for Licjan Levi to be arrested in Tel Aviv, convicted of espionage, and sentenced
               to 10 years’ imprisonment.
            

            
            The DST decided to run Mroz as a double agent, but evidently there was a leak because
               in October 1960 he was lured to a rendezvous by a message concerning an accident that
               had happened to his father. However, at the meeting Mroz was abducted, taken to a
               landfill site in Argenteuil, and killed by a single 7.62 mm bullet to the head behind
               his right ear.
            

            
            The UB officer sent to kill Mroz was Janusz Kochanski who was later filled with remorse
               and in 1964 made contact with the U.S. CIA station in Oslo. In 1967 he defected with
               his family, and in 1979 he published his memoirs, Double Eagle.
            

         

         
         	MUGHNIYEH, IMAD

         
         	
            Hezbollah’s military commander Imad Mughniyeh was killed on the evening of 12 February
               2008 by a bomb concealed in the headrest of his car in the affluent Kafr Soussa district
               of Damascus.
            

            
            Mughniyeh had just attended a reception to celebrate the 29th anniversary of the Iranian
               Revolution in the Syrian capital, hosted by the Iranian ambassador, when Mughniyeh
               climbed into his Mitsubishi Pajero, parked next to a car bomb that was detonated remotely.
               The individuals responsible were never identified, although Mossad was the likely
               culprit. Mughniyeh was succeeded by his brother-in-law (and cousin by marriage), Mustafa
               Badreddine, who would also be killed in Damascus by an Israeli rocket in May 2016.
            

            
             Born in the village of Tayr Dibba, near Tyre, in December 1962, Mughniyeh came from
               a religious, Shia background and was an engineering student at the American University
               of Beirut when the Israeli Defense Force entered Lebanon in 1982. Thereafter he adopted
               the alias Hajj Radwan and was linked to a series of large-scale terrorist attacks
               which were characterized by careful planning and flawless execution, including the
               bombing of the U.S. embassy in Beirut in April 1983 and the demolition of the U.S.
               Marines barracks six months later.
            

            
             The truck bomb sent to the U.S. embassy collapsed the entire center section of the
               eight-story building, killing 63 people, including all but two of the CIA station’s
               officers. In addition to the loss of Kenneth Haas, the recently married COS, six other
               CIA staffers died in the incident, including Haas’s deputy, James Lewis; Lewis’s wife,
               Monique, who had just started work as a secretary; another secretary, Phyllis Faraci;
               and Robert C. Ames, one of the agency’s most senior Middle East analysts who had only
               just arrived in Beirut.
            

            
             Mughniyeh, apparently the organizer of Islamic Jihad, a faction with close links
               to the IRGC, was also considered responsible for the abduction and death of Haas’s
               successor as CIA station chief in Beirut, William Buckley, who was seized from his
               apartment building in March 1984 and held as a hostage until he died of maltreatment.
               Islamic Jihad would claim responsibility for capturing three Soviets, Oleg Spirine,
               Valeri Kornev, and Nikolai Versky, in September 1985 and of killing a KGB officer,
               Arkady Katkov, who was found shot dead a month later.
            

            
             Another of Mughniyeh’s assassinations was the murder on 28 February 1999 of General
               Erez Gerstein, the 38-year-old commander of Israel’s forces in Southern Lebanon. He
               was killed with two other soldiers, Sergeants Amad Abu-Rish and Omer El-Kabatz, and
               Ilan Rorh, a reporter from Israel Radio, when his armored Mercedes was blown into
               a ravine by a culvert bomb after he had attended the funeral of a local militia leader
               and was returning to his headquarters at Marjayoun.
            

            
             Mughniyeh was connected to the Iranians through the IRGC’s intelligence branch, al-Quds,
               headed by Qasem Soleumani, and had access to the Abdullah Barracks in the Bekaa Valley,
               a site linked to many terrorist incidents. After Mughniyeh’s death, his replacement
               as Hezbollah’s military commander was his brother-in-law, Mustafa Badreddine, the
               legendary bomb maker implicated in the assassination of Rafiq Hariri in Beirut. An Israeli attempt to target Badreddine in a drone attack in January 2008
               narrowly missed him when he changed his schedule at the last moment, causing the deaths
               of Mughniyeh’s son Jihad, six members of Hezbollah, and a Syrian general.
            

            
             Badreddine’s position within Hezbollah was commander of the Jaber Force, an especially
               ruthless group named after the candy factory where Mughniyeh’s father had worked.
               The unit’s reliance on stocks of distinctive RDX explosives served to link Jaber Force,
               and therefore Mughniyeh, to the assassination of Major Wissam Eid in Beirut on 25
               January 2008. Another of Mughniyeh’s cousins, Salim Ayyash, was implicated in the
               Harisi assassination.
            

         

         
         	MUSSOLINI, BENITO

         
         	
            On 7 April 1926 an Irish woman, the Honorable Violet Gibson, the daughter of Lord
               Ashbourne, shot at the Italian fascist leader Benito Mussolini near the Capitol in
               Rome, wounding his nose. A mental patient living in a convent with her Irish maid,
               Gibson was declared insane and released into the care of her sister who placed her
               in an asylum, St. Andrew’s Hospital, Northampton, where she died in May 1956.
            

            
            On 11 September 1926 an anarchist, Gino Lucetti, threw a bomb at the open Lancia carrying
               Mussolini through Rome, but it bounced off the windscreen and detonated harmlessly.
               Luetti was apprehended instantly by Il Duce’s bodyguards and interrogated. At his
               trial in 1927, he was sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment, and he served the first
               17 on Santo Stefano in the Tyrrhenian Sea before he escaped to Ischia, where he died
               in September 1943 during an Allied air raid.
            

            
            A few weeks later, on 21 October 1926, there was another attempt on Mussolini’s life,
               this time in Bologna by an anarchist, Anteo Zamboni, who fired a pistol at him but
               missed. Aged only 15, Zamboni was promptly lynched by a crowd of fascist supporters.
            

         

         
         	MYKONOS INCIDENT

         
         	
            On 17 September 1992 four Iranian opponents of the Ayatollah’s regime, Dr. Sadegh
               Sharafkandi, Homayoun Ardalan, Fattah Abdollahi, and Nouri Dehkordi, were shot dead
               while dining at the Mykonos, a Greek restaurant in Bonn. Two suspects were arrested
               and convicted in 1997, and an arrest warrant was issued for Ali Fallahian, Iran’s
               minister of intelligence.
            

         

      


      N

      
      
      
         
         	NAIF, ABDAR-RAZZAQ AL-

         
         	
            Iraq’s former prime minister General Abdar-Razzaq al-Naif was shot as he left the
               Intercontinental Hotel in London’s Mayfair on 9 July 1978 and died the following day
               in the hospital. The lone assassin, Salem Ahmed Hassan, was arrested, convicted of
               murder at the Old Bailey in 1979, and sentenced to life imprisonment. The British
               government file on Hassan and his codefendant, Saadi Abdul Rahman Shukri, who were
               thought to have been acting under orders issued by President Saddam Hussein, remains
               closed until January 2053.
            

         

         
         	NASSER, GAMAL ABDEL

         
         	
            On 26 October 1954 eight shots were fired at President Nasser as he addressed a large
               crowd in Alexandria. The gunman, positioned only a few yards away from his target,
               was Mahmoud Abd al-Latif, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, and he was taken into
               custody immediately. The incident prompted a massive roundup of the religious group
               which was banned, and an estimated 1,200 adherents were arrested. At their trial before
               a military tribunal in December, Latif and seven of his accused coconspirators were
               condemned to death, including Youssef Talaat, described as the commander of the organization’s
               secret cells. Seven others received life sentences, two were given 15 years, and three
               were acquitted. The sect’s religious leader, Hassen el-Hodelby, had his death sentence
               commuted, although it was alleged that he had been linked to General Muhammed Naguib,
               who had been ousted as president by Nasser in November and placed under house arrest.
               Latif and five of those convicted were hanged on 9 December 1954.
            

            
             This episode served to establish Nasser’s grip on power, which lasted until his death
               in September 1970, and effectively suppressed the Muslim Brotherhood for several decades.
            

            
            During the Suez crisis in 1956, Prime Minister Anthony Eden ordered the SIS to pursue
               the possibility of assassinating Nasser, and one of the methods investigated by SIS’s
               technical adviser, Major Frank Quinn, was a box of Kropje chocolates, a popular Egyptian
               sweet, laced with a lethal toxin. This proposal was abandoned in favor of another
               scheme involving poison gas, but that too proved impracticable.
            

         

         
         	NAVACHINE, DMITRI

         
         	
            A Russian-born economist and director of a Soviet business, the Northern European
               Commercial Bank, Dmitri Navachine was shot dead in Paris while walking near his home
               across the Bois de Boulogne on the morning of 23 January 1937 by Jean Filliol, a founder-member
               of the extreme right-wing group La Cagoule. The weapon used was an unusual 5 mm revolver.
            

            
             Filliol would be a suspect in the murder in June 1937 of two brothers Carlo and Nello
               Rosselli, anti-fascist Italian émigrés living in Normandy who were thought to have
               been killed on instructions from Benito Mussolini, who reportedly repaid La Cagoule
               with 100 semi-automatic rifles. After this incident, Filliol fled to Italy but returned
               to France in 1941 and was interned in November 1942. He was freed in 1945 and took
               refuge in Spain where he resisted extradition proceedings and was sentenced to death
               in absentia. He is thought to have died in the early 1970s.
            

            
             The motive for Navachine’s death was likely his stated intention to make a public
               statement regarding the imminent show trial in Moscow of his old friend Grigori Piatakov.
            

         

         
         	NAZAL, KHALED AHMED

         
         	
            On 10 June 1986 the 38-year-old PLO secretary-general was shot four times outside
               the Sheraton Hotel in central Athens by two gunmen, reportedly as part of Mossad’s
               WRATH OF GOD retribution. The assassins escaped on a motorcycle and were never apprehended.
            

            
             Born in Qabatya in Palestine in 1948, Nazal became a refugee in Lebanon and fought
               with the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine. When the PLO was forced
               to withdraw from Beirut and establish itself in Tunisia, Nazal moved to Greece.
            

         

         
         	NEAVE, AIREY

         
         	
            Made a prisoner of war at Calais in 1940, Airey Neave became a persistent escaper
               and was sent to Colditz in May 1941. He finally succeeded in escaping to Switzerland
               in January 1942 but was obliged to wait a further three months before he was sent
               down an “underground railway” through Vichy France to Spain and Gibraltar, reaching
               England in April.
            

            
             After the war, Neave joined the prosecution staff at the Nuremberg war crimes trials
               and, in 1953, was elected the Conservative MP for Abingdon. He attained ministerial
               office in the Air Ministry but was assassinated by a bomb made of two kilos of Semtex
               fitted with a mercury tilt switch attached by magnets under the wheel arch of his
               car by an INLA terrorist as he emerged from the Palace of Westminster’s underground
               car park on 30 March 1979, shortly before Margaret Thatcher’s first general election victory. Neave had been a close confidant of the Conservative
               leader, having been the architect of her campaign to replaced Ted Heath, and had been tipped to become her secretary of state for Northern Ireland. The bomb
               had been attached when his car, a blue Vauxhall Cavalier, was parked outside his flat
               in Westminster Gardens, Marsham Street.
            

            
            Neave died in the hospital two hours after his legs had been blown off by the INLA
               bomb, and the organization’s “director of intelligence,” Ronnie Bunting, took credit
               for the murder. However, those directly responsible were later named as Michael O.
               Plunkett (alias James McCabe), his girlfriend Mary Reid, Stephen King, and Brendan
               O’Sullivan from Killorglin, County Kerry.
            

            
             Born in 1951, Plunkett had been a member of Official Sinn Fein before founding the
               IRSP with Seamus Costello and acting as its secretary-general for four years. He was
               suspected of having participated in the murder of Sir Richard Sykes in The Hague and was on the run from charges of weapons possession at the time of
               his arrest in Paris, where he was detained for nine months. His girlfriend, Mary Reid,
               who bore him a son, Cathal, retired to academic life in Londonderry and was found
               drowned on the shore of the Isle of Doagh in January 2003. King, formerly the editor
               of the IRSP publication Starry Plough, had jumped bail in Ireland, having been arrested on arms possession charges.
            

            
             The use of a mercury tilt switch had been pioneered by a bomb maker in Portadown
               who had perfected the device by building the bomb that killed an Ulster Defence Regiment
               soldier, Robert McAnally, three weeks earlier on 6 March. He had died when the explosives,
               attached with magnets to the underside of his Morris Marina, detonated as he drove
               out of a car park. A third mercury tilt-switch detonator would be used in July 1979
               to kill an RUC police officer, James Wright, outside his home in Portadown.
            

            
            The technician has been identified as Harry Flynn, a bank robber who escaped from
               Long Kesh in May 1976 and fled to Ballymun, Dublin, where he survived attempts on
               his life in December 1981 when he was shot in the neck in a Talbot Street pub, and
               again in 1985 when he was wounded in the leg. He was imprisoned at Portlaoise in 1983,
               having been convicted with Gerry Roche, and in Paris in 1988 when he and three others
               were caught buying a consignment of weapons from Prague for £70,000 and were sentenced
               to five years’ imprisonment.
            

            
             Plunkett, Reid, and King would be arrested in Paris at their apartment in the rue
               Diderot when it was raided by the GIGN and charged with possession of three handguns
               and a quantity of explosives. Sentenced to five years’ imprisonment, the convictions
               would be quashed on appeal owning to irregularities in the GIGN’s documentation, but
               their subsequent civil lawsuit for false arrest resulted in an award of one franc.
               Three gendarmes, Christian Prouteau, José Windels, and Jean-Muchel Beau, would be
               prosecuted for conspiracy to pervert the course of justice. Reid and King would return
               to Ireland, while Plunkett would be released in May 1982 and granted political asylum
               in France where he found work as a plumber.
            

            
             Scotland Yard’s investigation of Neave’s assassination would continue for years,
               but during the detention of the “Vincennes Three” in Paris it emerged that the Special
               Branch had identified an IRSP activist, James Scanlon, as a suspect and had served
               him with an exclusion order, preventing him from traveling to the mainland. A Special
               Branch circular also linked the trio to the INLA team sent to London to kill the politician
               and named Vincent Ford and Brendan O’Sullivan as suspects.
            

            
             Originally from Sligo, Ford had been ordained a Catholic priest in 1968 and thereafter
               had worked in a parish in New York before returning to Ireland to become active in
               republican politics. According to his Special Branch dossier, he had been in The Hague
               at the time of the Sykes assassination. In March 1981 he would be convicted of bank
               robbery in Ballina, County Mayo, and sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment. Similarly,
               O’Sullivan had been questioned by the Gardai over the abduction of a bank manager
               in January 1980. However, nobody has ever faced charges over Neave’s murder, and Flynn
               now runs an Irish bar, the Celts Well, in Santa Ponsa on Majorca.
            

         

         
         	NEBEL, LUDWIG

         
         	
            A 32-year-old deserter from the Swiss army who had been sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment
               in absentia, Ludwig Nebel, alias Karl Haas, joined the Waffen-SS in 1942. He had then
               transferred to the SD and, promoted to the rank of Untersturmführer, was in October
               1944 assigned a mission code-named CHARLIE with a French accomplice, Maurice Zeller,
               to destroy fuel pipelines behind the Allied lines. Both men were caught by troops
               of the U.S. 36th Infantry Division near Le Tholy in the Vosges before they could act
               and were taken to the U.S. 7th Army headquarters for interrogation by the 36th Counter-Intelligence
               Corps detachment. A search of the tins of food he was carrying revealed that they
               contained magnetic mines, fuses, and explosives, and he was also in possession of
               a million French francs.
            

            
            When questioned by the Americans, Nebel stuck to his cover story of being an Alsatian
               anxious to join the Free French forces, but when cross-examined none too gently by
               the French Securité Militaire, he confessed details of his mission, supervised by
               Walter Schellenberg, and revealed a plan to assassinate Charles de Gaulle. Nebel was not informed that his mission had been betrayed by Alois Tonin, the agent
               who had escorted Nebel across the front line. When Tonin, a Swiss from Basle who served
               with the Abwehr in Dijon and Paris, had been arrested by the French near Strasburg,
               he had compromised Nebel and Zeller.
            

            
            When news of Mebel’s capture reached the OSS in Paris, the X-2 counter-intelligence
               branch, headed by Franklin P. Holcomb, seized the opportunity to run him as a double
               agent. Once in the hands of X-2, he revealed the existence of a major German stay-behind
               network code-named JEANNE and headed by Richard Martin, a former mayor of Margency.
               In January 1945 he turned in Fernande Ney, Martin’s wife, who had just arrived in
               Paris from Germany. She in turn betrayed her contact, Charles Moreau, who had been
               infiltrated back into France near Belfort and was promptly arrested in Paris in December,
               together with several other members of the organization, including a French soldier,
               Rene Poncin, who was part of another network, code-named RICHARD after its leader,
               Raymond Richard.
            

            
            JEANNE had been intended as a major operation, based at the country estate of Pierre
               Morand at La Rouillee where more agents could be dropped safely and, supposedly, Fiesler
               Storch aircraft carrying supplies could be received. However, the first group assigned
               to it, consisting of three women, was arrested at Delle on the Swiss border on 3 January.
               Two were members of the Rassemblement Nationale Populaire, and the third was an 18-year-old
               Milicienne. All had been tasked to contact other collaborators, establish a radio
               circuit, and receive funding from Madame Ney. Nevertheless, there was evidence that
               some members of JEANNE, such as Pierre Vernier, had eluded detention and remained
               active.
            

            
             Nebel provided valuable information to the French, and Lieutenant Bardet of the Securité
               Militaire remarked that he was “the prototype of the accomplished adventurer, with
               no scruples whatsoever, recognising but one master, money, and one passion, women.”
            

            
            Nebel’s OSS controllers introduced him to MI5’s sabotage expert, Victor Rothschild,
               with whom he uncovered numerous caches of cunningly concealed weapons and explosives,
               and it was discovered that the currency he had been given for his mission was in counterfeit
               Sterling notes.
            

            
            Nedel would be code-named OSTRICH by his OSS handlers, led by the pre-war newspaper
               correspondent Charles C. Michaelis, who credited him with destroying the entire SD
               network in France. OSS’s control of Nebel was enhanced by the fact that his girlfriend
               and baby daughter were in Mulhouse, recently occupied by the Allies.
            

            
            Not everyone was entranced by Nebel, and when OSS informed the Swiss of the source
               of information that led them to arrest a German spy, Paul C. Blum, the X-2 representative
               in Bern, was warned by the Bundespolizei on 9 January 1945,
            

            
               Shoot him at sight; he’s bad. He added that subject was thoroughly Nazi and completely
                  untrustworthy. There is a 15 year prison sentence awaiting him should he return to
                  Switzerland, imposed by a civil court. A harsher fate awaits him at the hands of the
                  military, our Police source intimated.
               

            

            On 5 January 1945 Nebel attended a farewell lunch organized in Paris by Michaelis,
               Bardet, and Rothschild to mark his return mission to Germany scheduled for 10 days
               later when he slipped across the front line at Ettelbruck in Luxembourg. The OSS plan,
               to learn more about an I-Netz wireless network known to be active in Paris, relied
               on communication via OSTRICH’s father in Switzerland acting as an intermediary, but
               when this failed, Blum confided in his brother, Joseph Nebel, on the understanding
               that if Ludwig was successful, the Americans would intercede with the Swiss authorities
               and expunge his criminal conviction. Meanwhile, Nebel reached Friedenthal on 23 January
               and claimed to have blown up two locomotives on Allied territory.
            

            
            The first news of Nebel’s progress was provided by a pair of German parachutists caught
               near St. Quentin on 3 March 1945 who disclosed that Nebel, code-named LEO, had been
               feted upon his return and had been greeted and congratulated by Adolf Hitler. Another
               captured spy reported that LEO had recently been seen in Wiesbaden in mid-March. When
               Nebel finally returned to Paris in April, having surrendered to French troops in the
               Black Forest, he confirmed that at an audience with the Führer on 30 January he had
               been promoted to Obersturmführer and awarded the Deutscher Kreuz im Gold and Iron
               Cross First Class. During the interview Nebel had described how a plot to assassinate
               General de Gaulle as he walked down the Champs d’Elysee had only narrowly failed.
            

            
            Because OSS had failed to explain to Nebel precisely how he had been caught five months
               earlier, he was unprepared for the news that he had been denounced to the SD by Tonin,
               who had been sent back into Germany on a mission by the French and had revealed Nebel’s
               recruitment by the Allies. However, the SD, and Otto Skorzeny in particular, preferred
               to believe LEO, and so Nedel had been welcomed as a hero and entrusted with his next
               mission accompanied by a French agitator, Jacques Doriot. In the event, Doriot was
               killed in an air raid near Mengen, and Nedel went into hiding in Badenweiler with
               a pair of SD officers until they were overrun by the Allies on 22 April.
            

            
            At the end of the war Michaelis established Nebel in Munich and ran him, with another
               defector code-named JIGGER, as informants to ferret out former Nazis, until he was demobbed in October 1945
               when a new case officer, Eric W. Timm, was assigned the task. Previously Timm had
               been a special agent with the FBI and head of the FBI’s sabotage branch, and when
               he took over the SCI detachment in Munich he acquired both JIGGER and OSTRICH, but
               he complained that they required “too much attention, service, and demand substantial
               payment for information which can be obtained from more stable sources.” Accordingly,
               he let them both go, but soon afterward he would be dismayed by a request from Denmark
               for Nebel’s arrest to face charges of war crimes. Initially the X-2 instinct was to
               shield an asset, observing that OSS was “obligated to give him as much protection
               as possible.” However, an investigation conducted by an X-2 officer, a former bomber
               pilot, Sherman D. Lamb, revealed that Nebel had neglected to mention to OSS that earlier
               in the war he had been operating in Copenhagen for the SD under the alias Leo Köhler
               and had been involved in the murder of the celebrated Lutheran pastor, playwright,
               and poet Kaj Munk in January 1944.
            

            
            Munk, a vocal opponent of the Nazi occupation of Demark, had been arrested at his
               home by the Gestapo and then found dead in a ditch in rural Hørbylunde near Silkeborg
               in East Jutland. Munk’s assassination was the first of a series of well-publicized
               “clearing murders” perpetrated as a deliberate policy by the local SS, based at Shell
               House in Copenhagen, with fully documented support from Heinrich Himmler and Adolf
               Hitler, to kill prominent Danes on a ratio of five to one, in retaliation for acts
               of resistance. Among their victims were the artist Otto Bulow, the resistance leader
               Ejler Haubirk, and the theologian Egon Johannesen. The strategy was intended to intimidate
               the population into submission and was perpetrated by an SD officer, Otto Schwerdt,
               who operated under the alias Peter Schäfer, so his organization became known as the
               Peter Group. In April 1947 seven members of the assassination team, headed by Henning
               E. Brondum, were convicted of war crimes and were shot the following month at the
               Badsmandssraede Barracks in Copenhagen.
            

            
            Lamb had been instructed by X-2’s Sidney H. Lenington that “if Köhler is actually
               guilty, then we will not stand in the way of his being transferred to Denmark for
               trial.” When Lamb reviewed the evidence linking Nebel to Köhler and Munk, he concluded
               that the case “rests on evidence sufficiently convincing as to assure a death sentence.”
            

            
            The issue of whether OSS owed Nebel any loyalty, and the extent to which the spy had
               deceived his handlers, would preoccupy the Allied intelligence community for the next
               two years. He was handed over to the Danes, and in January 1947 the British SIS, represented
               by the head of Section V, Douglas Roberts, wrote to the senior U.S. Central Intelligence
               Group liaison officer in London, Winston M. Scott,
            

            
               Although this man was undoubtedly a criminal thug and a wholehearted Nazi, the fact
                  remains that he gave us a considerable amount of information on the SD and worked
                  loyally for the Allies at considerable danger to himself.
               

            

            Roberts offered to make a “discreet approach” to the Danes to explain the predicament:

            
               We would make it clear that we have no wish to interfere with the course of Danish
                  justice in dealing with crimes against the Danes in Danish territory at a time when
                  Nebel was an out-and-out Amt VI man, any charges of this nature would no doubt be
                  considered by them to be exclusively of a domestic Danish nature, but we should ask
                  them to take into consideration his later good efforts on our behalf.
               

            

            Scott relayed Roberts’s offer to Washington, D.C., and received an encouraging reply:
               “Maximum purpose of intercession is saving his life, not reduction of sentence non-capital,”
               as he told SIS on 3 February:
            

            
               Our Washington office is in complete agreement with your policy of intercession with
                  Danish authorities on Nebel’s behalf and has instructed our representative in Copenhagen
                  to act accordingly.
               

            

            However, the SIS station commander in Copenhagen and his American counterpart warned
               that the proposed “representation about Nebel would be resented by the Danish authorities.”
            

            
            The case against Nebel finally came to court in Copenhagen in 1949, his defense lawyer
               having asked the British embassy for help in tracing potential witnesses to his contribution
               to the Allied cause, among them Michaelis, Timm, and Rothschild. None, of course,
               were any more willing to give evidence than their former agencies, and Nebel was sentenced
               to 12 years’ imprisonment, the court left completely unaware of his potentially embarrassing
               involvement with OSS. In fact Michaelis had stayed on in Paris to manage the Palais
               des Sports, while Rothschild had long since left MI5, and Timm had become a career
               CIA officer.
            

            
            Nebel’s conviction, and his part in the Munk assassination, would remain very sensitive
               in Denmark for many years, and in October 2012 some of the relevant files were stolen
               from the Rigsarkivet, the Danish state archive.
            

            
            As for Nebel himself, he emigrated to Canada after his release from Denmark, but in
               1999 he faced deportation proceedings on the grounds that he had failed to disclose
               his Nazi past to the Canadian immigration authorities, and he was charged with having
               participated in a “resettlement action” in Galicia when, as a police lieutenant, he
               had supervised the arrest of 200 Jews who had then been transferred to the Gestapo.
               Nebel died before the deportation proceedings could be completed.
            

         

         
         	NEMTSOV, BORIS

         
         	
            Late in the evening of 27 February 2015, the opposition politician and former deputy
               prime minister Boris Nemtsov was shot dead as he walked home with his girlfriend across
               the Bolshoi Moskvoretsky Bridge near the Kremlin by an assassin who fired at least
               four shots from a Makarov pistol. The gunman was then driven away from the scene but
               was never positively identified, and the circumstances suggested that the attack had
               been carefully planned and that Nemtsov probably had been watched, or stalked, over
               several days or even weeks. The escape plan for the killer seemed well prepared, with
               him placed in advance of his quarry, and so tended to rule out the possibility of
               a spontaneous, opportunistic shooting.
            

            
            Five suspects were arrested, and two cousins from Ingushetia, Anzor Gubashev and Zaur
               Dadaev, were charged with murder. Dadaev, a former police officer described as a devout
               Muslim, had been deputy commander of a Chechen paramilitary group, the Sever (North)
               Battalion, which operated under the Ministry of the Interior. The other three, Anor’s
               younger brother Shagid Gubashev, Tamerlan Eskerkhanov, and Khamzat Bakhayev, also
               Chechens, were arrested in Malgobek but were not charged. A further suspect, 30-year-old
               Beslan Shavanov, was said to have blown himself up with a grenade when police tried
               to arrest him in Grozny.
            

            
             Nemtsov’s death was investigated by the Russian FSB, which concluded that the motive
               for the crime was probably religious, perpetrated by zealots who had been offended
               by his criticism of the Charlie Hebdo atrocity in Paris in January 2015, when two brothers forced their way into the offices
               of the satirical magazine and killed 11 people and wounded another 11 in protest of
               the cartoon depiction of the Prophet Mohammad in a recent edition. Nemtsov had been
               outspoken in his criticism of the incident, but many observers believed that the assassination
               was more likely political. The fact that the FSB inquiry was to be headed personally
               by Vladimir Putin also served to undermine confidence in the organization led since
               February 2008 by his nominee, Alexander Bortnikov, a former KGB officer implicated
               in the assassination in London of Alexander Litvinenko in November 2006.
            

         

         
         	NGENDANDUMWE, PIERRE

         
         	
            The Hutu prime minister of Burundi, Pierre Ngendandumwe, was shot dead on the evening
               of 15 January 1965 outside the Prince Rwagasore Hospital where he had visited his
               wife and fourth child. The gunman was a Tutsi refugee from Rwanda and an employee
               of the U.S. embassy in Bujumbura, apparently motivated by a local tribal conflict.
            

            
             Soon after the assassination, a Chinese diplomat, the cultural attaché Tung Chi-Peng,
               defected to the U.S. CIA and revealed that the Chinese embassy had orchestrated what
               had been intended to be an attempted coup and was planning to overthrow the government
               of the Democratic Republic of the Congo so as to gain access to that country’s uranium
               reserves. The Burundi authorities, headed by King Mwambutsa IV, immediately expelled
               the entire Chinese diplomatic mission in Bujumbura, which was unusually large and
               staffed by two senior figures, Ambassador Liu Yu-feng and his deputy, Chiang Yen.
               Diplomatic relations between the two countries were not restored until October 1971.
            

            
             The suspicion was that the Chinese had opposed Ngendandumwe’s reelection for a second
               term because of his overt hostility to what he perceived as growing Chinese influence
               in the region. The CIA was particularly concerned about Burundi’s strategic location,
               east of the Congo, on the northern shore of Lake Tanganyika, which provided a convenient
               site for rebel training camps sponsored by the Chinese. One in particular, at Kigoma,
               was estimated to have sent up to 4,000 armed men across the lake.
            

            
             According to the CIA, the Chinese had become increasingly aggressive in the area
               and in January 1965 had given President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania tape recordings
               of supposedly incriminating telephone conversations held by American diplomats in
               Dar-es-Salaam referring to Zanzibar. Consequently, Nyerere had expelled two U.S. diplomats,
               Frank Carlucci and Robert Gordon, who were accused of plotting to overthrow the regime
               in Zanzibar City. In fact neither Carlucci nor Gordon were CIA officers, although
               the former would be appointed by President Jimmy Carter to be the CIA’s deputy director
               under Admiral Stansfield Turner in 1978. Gordon would end his State Department career
               as ambassador in Mauritius in 1983.
            

         

         
         	NGUYEN VAN TROI

         
         	
            In May 1964 Nguyen van Troi entered Saigon on a VC mission to assassinate the U.S.
               defense secretary Robert McNamara with a bomb he placed under the Cong Ly bridge that
               McNamara was due to travel over. Aged 23, the young electrician was quickly captured,
               condemned to death, and executed in public by a firing squad.
            

            
             Accompanied by General Maxwell Taylor, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
               McNamara arrived in Vietnam to visit the U.S. ambassador, Henry Cabot Lodge; landed
               at Tan Son Nhat airfield; and proceeded in a large motorcade toward the residence
               in the city. Apparently Troi, engaged to be married and ambitious to join the Communist
               Party, volunteered for the assignment, but he was betrayed to the Special Branch and
               was arrested on 9 May, three days before McNamara’s arrival, and was incarcerated
               at Chi-Hoa prison where he refused to make a confession. On 15 October 1964 he was
               taken from his cell by a group of policemen to a busy downtown road junction, tied
               to a lamppost, and shot.
            

            
             In retaliation, the VC arranged for the execution of two U.S. Army Special Forces
               prisoners of war, Sergeant Kenneth M. Roraback and Captain Rocky Versace, and a military
               adviser, Sergeant Harold G. Bennett. Versace and Roraback, both of the 5th Special
               Forces Group, had been captured during an ambush at Hiep Hoa in October 1963. Reportedly
               Versace was shot in October 1964, but Bennett was shot in June 1965. The news of their
               deaths was announced by the VC broadcast station Liberation Radio on 26 September
               1965.
            

            
             Bennett, who was the first American POW to be killed in captivity, had been captured
               in December 1984 while operating with the South Vietnamese army in Phuoc Tuy province.
               Allegedly he was shot after his third attempt to escape.
            

            
             After Troi’s death, the VC launched a propaganda offensive that included a pamphlet
               written by his fiancée, Phan Thi Quten. The American anti-war campaigner Jane Fonda
               named her son Troi in his memory, which he later Anglicized to Troy.
            

         

         
         	NICHOLAS II

         
         	
            Tsar Nicholas II and his family, including his wife the Tsarina Alexandra and their
               five children, Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia, and Alexei, were murdered in Yekaterinburg
               on 17 July 1918. They were herded into a basement room in Ipatiev House by their captors
               and then shot dead with revolvers.
            

            
             Nicholas, who had been in the hands of the Bolsheviks since his forced abdication
               in March 1917, was accommodated at the governor’s mansion in Tobolsk between August
               1918 and his transfer to Yekaterinburg in April 1918. The bodies were buried in a
               pit some 20 miles away from the town and doused in petrol and sulphuric acid, but
               their remains were recovered and identified in January 1989.
            

            
             The motive for the execution was the imminent approach of the Czech Legion, which
               was thought to be on a rescue mission on behalf of the White army. The pretext for
               the execution was the allegation that the royal family had continued to oppose the
               Soviets and had been in secret communication with a monarchist officer plotting their
               escape, but in reality the coded correspondence written in French was conducted by
               Piotr Voykov, a member of the Cheka.
            

         

         
         	NIN, ANDRÉS

         
         	
            The cofounder and leader of the POUM, Andrés Nin had once acted as Leon Trotsky’s secretary in Moscow. He was arrested, tortured, and murdered in June 1937 on the
               orders of Josef Stalin as part of his purge of the anarchists, syndicalists, and Trotskyites
               that formed the Republican administration in Catalonia. The OGPU had ceased to exist
               in July 1934 when it was transformed into the NKVD. The local NKVD rezident in Barcelona, Alexander Orlov, was widely believed to have been responsible for Nin’s
               abduction, although he denied the allegation when challenged after he had defected
               to the United States. Exactly what happened to Nin remains one of the unresolved mysteries
               of the Spanish Civil War.
            

         

         
         	NOVEMBER 17 (N17)

         
         	
            This Greek terrorist organization is named after the date in 1973 when the junta’s
               tanks entered the Athens University campus to suppress a student demonstration. Also
               known as N17, the group peddled a strange Marxist nationalist message and claimed
               responsibility for the deaths of 20 people, including the assassination of the local
               CIA COS, Richard Welch, in December 1975.
            

            
            In June 2000 the British defense attaché, Brigadier Stephen Saunders, was shot dead
               as he drove himself to the embassy. No progress was made in the murder investigation
               until 2002 when Savvas Xiros, the son of an Orthodox priest, was injured as a bomb
               he was carrying in Piraeus detonated prematurely. Under interrogation in the hospital,
               Xiros identified the whole of N17’s membership, mainly his family (his brothers Christodoulos
               and Vassilis) and close friends (Vassilis Tzortzatos, Irakilis Kostaris, Pavlos Serifis,
               Thomas Serifis, Costas Karatsolis, Nikos Papanastasiou, Patrokios Tselentis, Costas
               Telios, Dionyssis Georgiadis, and Sotiris Kondylis), who were promptly arrested. The
               leader was an academic, Alexandros Glotopoulos, and the group’s principal gunman was
               Dmitris Koufondinas, who both received multiple life sentences.
            

            
            The group admitted having assassinated Captain Georges Tsantes in November 1983, Evangeios
               Mallios in December 1976, Pantelis Petrou in January 1980, Nikos Momferatos in 1985,
               Dimitris Angelopoulos in 1986, Alexander Athanasiadis in March 1988, Captain William
               Nordeen in June 1988, Constantinos Androulidakis in January 1989, Pavlos Bakoyannis
               in September 1989, Ronald Stewart in March 1991, Cetin Gorgu in October 1991, Michael
               Vranopoulos in January 1994, Omer Haluk Sopahioglu in July 1994, Constantinos Peratikos
               in May 1997, and Brigadier Stephen Saunders in June 2000, and they acknowledged attempts
               on the lives of Sergeant Robert Judd in April 1984, Zacharias Kapsalakis in February
               1987, the Drug Enforcement Agency representative George Caros in January 1988, Panayiotis
               Tarasouleas in January 1989, Giorgos Patsos in May 1989, Vardis Vandinoglannis in
               November 1990, Deniz Bulukbasi in July 1991, Ioannis Palalokrassas in July 1992, and
               Eleftherios Papadimitriou in December 1992.
            

         

      


      O

      
      
      
         
         	ODEH, ALEX

         
         	
            Alex Odeh was killed by a bomb at his office at 1905 East 17th Street in Santa Ana,
               California, on 11 October 1985. A Christian Palestinian from Jifna, Odeh had immigrated
               to the United States in 1972 at the age of 28. As the West Coast regional director
               of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, he was often sought out as a media
               spokesman, and only the day before his death, he had appeared on television to disassociate
               Yasser Arafat’s PLO from the recent hijacking by Abu Abbas in the Mediterranean of the Achille Lauro and the murder of an elderly Jewish passenger, Leon Klinghoffer.
            

            
             The FBI identified three suspects, Robert Manning, Keith Fuchs, and Andy Green, all
               members of the militant JDL, who had flown to Israel soon after the incident, but
               only Manning was extradited, on different charges, to face trial in the United States
               in 1993. Having previously been convicted of a bombing in Los Angeles in 1972, 46-year-old
               Manning was accused of sending a bomb through the mail which had killed Patricia Wilkerson,
               a secretary employed by a Manhattan Beach computer company in July 1980. The package
               had been addressed to the firm’s owner, Brenda Adams, by a business rival, William
               Ross, who knew the Mannings, and when examined forensically the envelope was found
               to bear the fingerprints of Manning and his wife Rochelle. Although Ross was also
               a member of the JDL, the attempt to kill Brenda Adams was unconnected with the organization,
               and Wilkerson had been an entirely innocent victim of the feud. Ross, who fled to
               Canada but was returned, and Rochelle Manning were prosecuted, but the jury could
               not reach a verdict so they were both discharged.
            

            
            At his trial Robert Manning was convicted and sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment,
               to be served at Lompoc, while Fuchs and Green remain in the West Bank settlement of
               Kiryat Arba near Hebron, and nobody has been charged with Odeh’s murder. Rochelle
               Manning died of a heart attack in an Israeli prison in March 1994.
            

         

         
         	O’HIGGINS, KEVIN

         
         	
            The Irish politician who established the Garda Siochhána, Kevin O’Higgins was shot
               dead in Dublin on 10 July 1928 as he walked to attend Mass in Blackrock. His three
               killers, all members of the IRA, were Timothy Coughlin, Archie Doyle, and Bill Gannon.
               O’Higgins, aged 35, had been selected as a target for assassination because of his
               role as minister of justice during the Irish Civil War of 1922 in the execution of
               77 republican prisoners. The same motive had been attributed to the murder of his
               father and the destruction of his family home.
            

            
             O’Higgins’s murderers were never arrested, although Coughlin would himself be shot
               dead in Dublin in January 1928 while visiting another IRA man, Sean Harling, accompanied
               by Doyle. Harling claimed he had fired in self-defense and was not charged with any
               crime.
            

            
             Doyle, who later acknowledged his role as one of O’Higgins’s assassins, was amnestied
               by President Eamon de Valera in 1932. He remained active in the IRA and was responsible
               for the death of a Garda Special Branch officer, Detective Sergeant Dennis O’Brien,
               in September 1942 outside his home in Ballybooden. Never convicted of any crime, Doyle
               died in 1980.
            

            
             The third O’Higgins assassin was Bill Gannon who also benefited from the 1932 amnesty.
               He joined the Communist Party of Ireland, acted as recruiter for the International
               Brigade during the Spanish Civil War, and died in 1965.
            

         

         
         	OPPENHOFF, FRANZ

         
         	
            On 25 March 1945 the Burgermeister of Aachen, Franz Oppenhoff, the 42-year-old anti-Nazi,
               Catholic lawyer who had been appointed to his post by the American occupation forces,
               was killed by a single shot to the head at his home. His murderer was Herbert Wenzel,
               an SS NCO and member of an assassination team that had been trained by the SD at Hülchrath
               Castle, the Werwolf training center near Erkelenx, as part of Operation KARNEVAL.
            

            
             The death of Oppenhoff had been ordered by Reichmarshal Heinrich Himmler who regarded
               the mayor as a traitor, and KARNEVAL was organized by Hermann Rainer, who would later
               defect to the Allies in France. The others involved were Josef Leitgeb, Ilse Hirsch,
               and Erich Morgenschweiss, who were accompanied by two guides, Karl-Heinz Hennemann
               and Georg Heidorn. All six were parachuted into Allied territory from Hildesheim in
               a captured American B-17 five days before the attack and set up a camp close to Aachen.
               Having identified Oppenhoff’s house on Eupenerstrasse, Wenzel and Leitgeb posed as
               a Luftwaffe aircrew seeking help to cross the Allied lines, and when he urged them
               to surrender, he was killed.
            

            
             During their escape Leitgeb was killed by a land mine which injured Hirsch, a 23-year-old
               Nazi youth leader, but the rest evaded capture until October 1949 when they were arrested
               and convicted of the crime. They were sentenced to short terms of imprisonment, ranging
               from one to four years, but Hirsch was released and married in 1972, had two boys,
               and continued to live in the Aachen area.
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         	PACEPA, ION

         
         	
            In July 1978 the CIA received the highest-ranking Warsaw Pact intelligence defector
               when the acting director of the Romanian DIE applied for political asylum in Vienna.
            

            
            Pacepa was sentenced to death in absentia at a trial lasting two hours held in September
               1978 and remains liable to arrest under the current regime. According to rumors circulating
               in Bucharest, Pacepa is suspected of having been a CIA spy for many years, possibly
               since his period in Germany when his recruitment is believed to have taken place,
               but he has categorically denied the allegation. “After spending 27 years in the intelligence
               business and becoming a deputy minister of the interior, I knew that such an affiliation
               could have been suicidal.” Among Pacepa’s revelations was the DIE’s recruitment of
               Yasser Arafat’s intelligence chief, Hani al-Hassan, who was assigned the code name ANNETTE in 1976
               and thereafter ensured that the PLO enjoyed the closest relationship with the DIE.
               He also identified Syria’s vice president, Rifaat al-Assad, as a long-term DIE asset.
            

            
            Pacepa was unable to publish his memoirs, Red Horizons, for nine years and remains bitter about his experience. His critics claim that his
               defection was kept quiet to protect his wife, daughter, and son-in-law he had left
               behind in Bucharest, and his book was released as soon as it was safe to do so. Quite
               apart from the information he supplied regarding his own organization, the DIE, Pacepa
               revealed that it had acted as a surrogate for the KGB and had undertaken assassination
               assignments in the Federal Republic of Germany against such targets as RFE employees.
            

         

         
         	PALME, OLOF

         
         	
            On 28 February 1986 Sweden’s prime minister Olof Palme was shot dead in a Stockholm
               street as he walked home with his wife Lisbet after an evening at the movies by an
               unknown gunman armed with a .357 revolver. A suspect, Christer Petersson, was convicted
               of the crime but acquitted on appeal. He was a homeless drug addict with a previous
               conviction for manslaughter and died in September 2004.
            

         

         
         	PAPEN, FRANZ VON

         
         	
            The German ambassador to Turkey during World War II, Franz von Papen survived a Soviet
               assassination attempt in Istanbul on 24 February 1942 when two NKVD agents approached
               him with a bomb. The device detonated prematurely killing the 25-year-old Yugoslav
               assailant, Omer Tokat, and only slightly wounding von Papen as he walked with his
               wife Martha down Ataturk Boulevard a ten o’clock in the morning.
            

            
             The dead man was quickly traced to his hotel in Ankara and identified as a Muslim,
               Communist Party member, and student at Istanbul’s law school who had recently acquired
               Turkish citizenship. His accomplices were a medical student, Abdulrahman Sayman, and
               a barber, Suleiman Sagol. Under interrogation Abdulrahman, a gambler who was heavily
               in debt, stated that he had been recruited in October by two members of the Soviet
               consulate, an archivist, Georgi Pavlov, and a transport counselor, Leonid Kornilov,
               who were promptly put under siege at their office. Finally, Pavlov surrendered after
               a fortnight, and Kornilov was taken into custody as he attempted to flee the country
               by train. At their trial in April 1942 the motive for assassination was revealed:
            

            
               To disturb the good relations between Turkey and Germany and to assure the entrance
                  of Turkey into the war to the advantage of the Russians.
               

            

            According to Abdulrahman, Tokat had been persuaded to participate when he was told
               that his girlfriend in Yugoslavia had been maltreated by the Nazis. He had been given
               a revolver and what was described as a smoke bomb and instructed to use the device
               to cover his escape after shooting von Papen. In the event, Tokat had set off the
               package of dynamite first, not realizing what it really was, the plan being to leave
               a dead Turkish Muslim at the scene to take the blame. Allegedly Tokat had undergone
               two months of training and rehearsals directed by another unknown Yugoslav communist
               who had arrived from the Soviet Union for the task in October 1941 and had then departed,
               apparently for Cairo. All four defendants were found guilty, and the two Russians
               were sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment, the others to 10.
            

            
            The prosecution had been assisted by information from Milos Hanak, the ambassador
               representing the Czech government-in-exile, who disclosed that he had been approached
               by the NKVD rezident in Ankara, Leonid Naumov, and asked to supply a pair of Czech students to kill von
               Papen. After the war, Hanak, appointed ambassador in Brussels, defected to the United
               States. Additionally, secret evidence had been provided by a Soviet defector, Ismael Akhmedov, a GRU officer who had been posted under TASS cover in Berlin in May 1941. Interned
               in June, Akhmedov had been released in an exchange of detainees and posted to Istanbul
               as a press attaché. However, when his two colleagues at the consulate were arrested,
               Naumov reported that the whole operation had been betrayed, probably by Akhmedov.
               Recalled to Moscow in May 1942, Akhmedov promptly defected by seeking political asylum
               in Turkey and giving incriminating testimony about the Soviet plot.
            

            
             In fact the debacle had been orchestrated by Leonid Eitingen, alias Naumov (his second
               wife’s maiden name), the officer who in 1940 had supervised the assassination of Leon Trotsky, but upon his return to Moscow he was protected from criticism by his superior, Pavel Sudoplatov. The Turkish authorities released Pavlov and Kornilov in August 1944.
            

            
             Von Papen, who died at his home in Obersasbach in May 1969 at the age of 89, having
               been sentenced to eight years’ hard labor for war crimes but released early on appeal
               in 1949, only expressed irritation to his wife that his best suit had been damaged
               in the explosion.
            

         

         
         	PARK CHUNG-HEE

         
         	
            The KCIA’s first director, Kim Jae-gyu, played a leading role in the military coup
               of May 1961 that brought General Park Chung-hee to power. President Park would continue
               in the post until his assassination on 26 October 1979, and much of his authority
               was derived from his reliance on the KCIA, which underwent a change of name in 1981
               following its director’s role in Park’s assassination.
            

            
             Park, together with his chauffeur and four bodyguards, was shot dead while attending
               a dinner hosted by the KCIA in the Blue House compound in Seoul, by his host Kim,
               who was armed with a Walther PPK automatic, following a lengthy political argument.
               After the president’s death, Kim attempted to mount a coup but was arrested, convicted
               of murder, and hanged on 24 May 1980.
            

            
             Hitherto Kim had been regarded as one of the president’s closest political supporters
               and had been appointed KCIA director by him in February 1976. He was also suspected
               of having been involved in the assassination of one of his predecessors, Kim Hueong-wook.
            

         

         
         	PB/FORTUNE

         
         	
            In 1950 the CIA began planning PB/FORTUNE, the removal of President Jacobo Arbenz
               of Guatemala, on instructions from the Eisenhower administration because it was believed
               that the Guatemalan government was adopting anti-American policies and was suspected
               of developing ties to the communist bloc. In 1952, as part of these preparations,
               the CIA drafted a document that was part of the scheme, which involved the compilation
               of a list of targets for assassination, a discussion about the training of Guatemalan
               personnel, and a program of intimidation aimed at certain prominent Guatemalans.
            

            
             The target list was drafted by a CIA agent code-named SEEKFORD with help from a Guatemalan
               army officer, Castillo Armaz, who advised on 58 individuals selected for “execution
               through executive action” and the imprisonment or exile of a further 74, including some communists and suspected
               sympathizers. In November 1952 SEEKFORD reported that Castillo had recruited and trained
               “special ‘K’ Groups whose mission was to kill all leading political and military leaders.”Another
               source suggested that soldiers dressed in civilian clothes from El Salvador, Honduras,
               and Nicaragua would assist in the task.
            

         

         
         	PETITJEAN, CAMILLE

         
         	
            The OAS leader Colonel Camille Petitjean was abducted from his office in Algiers by
               men dressed in police uniforms on 26 February 1962 and shot dead. His mutilated body
               was found near Orleansville a week later.
            

            
             Although nobody was ever charged with the crime, it has been generally assumed that
               the culprits were agents of the French government then engaged in a clandestine conflict
               with the OAS leadership.
            

         

         
         	PETKOV, DIMITAR

         
         	
            Bulgaria’s prime minister, Dimitar Petkov, was shot dead on 11 March 1907 in Sofia’s
               Boulevard Alexander II by an anarchist. Formerly the mayor of Sofia, Petkov had been
               appointed prime minister in November 1906. His assailant was a member of the IMRO,
               a radical group formed in October 1893 to separate Macedonia from the Ottoman Empire.
            

            
             IMRO would also be responsible for several other assassinations in the region, among
               them Bulgaria’s foreign minister, Aleksandr Dimitrov on 22 October 1921, and Yugoslavia’s
               King Alexander I, together with the French foreign minister Louis Barthou, in 1934. IMRO also made an unsuccessful attempt on the life of the Bulgarian prime
               minister Aleksandr Stambliiski on 2 February 1923.
            

         

         
         	PETLIURA, SIMON

         
         	
            The Ukrainian politician Simon Petliura, a bitter opponent of the Bolsheviks, moved
               to Paris in 1924 where he founded a Ukrainian-language newspaper, Trident. On 26 May 1926 he was killed with seven shots outside a bookshop in the rue Racine
               fired by an anarchist, Schlomo Schwartzbard. A former soldier in the French Foreign
               Legion in the final stages of a terminal illness, Schwartzbard’s family had been victims
               of the 1919 pogroms in Odessa, for which he held Peltura, who had been head of state
               and head of the army in the Ukraine, responsible, and this was part of his defense
               at his trial.
            

            
             In November 1927 Schwartzbard was acquitted on all charges. Refused a visa to live
               in Palestine, he emigrated to Cape Town where he died in March 1938. In 1954 the NKVD
               defector Piotr Deriabin confirmed to the CIA that Schwartzbard had been acting under
               Soviet instructions, thus confirming suspicions that he had been seen in contact with
               members of the Soviet embassy in Paris and maybe had been directed by the ambassador,
               Christian Rakovsky.
            

         

         
         	PETUKHOV, VLADIMIR

         
         	
            The mayor of the Siberian oil city of Neftyugansk, Vladimir Petukhov was shot dead
               on 26 June 1998 as he walked to work, together with his bodyguard who was wounded.
               The man convicted of the crime in August 2006 was Alexei Pichugin, a former KGB officer
               and ex-head of security at the Yukos oil company, who was sentenced to life imprisonment,
               to be served at the Sol-Iletck prison.
            

            
             Pichugin entered the KGB in 1986 in Novosibirsk and by 1994 had reached the rank
               of major in Russia’s FSB. He then joined the Menatep Bank, one of Russia’s first private
               banks, as a security adviser and in 1998 was appointed to a similar role in Yukos,
               supervising the company’s internal economic security department.
            

            
             In April 2003 Pichugin was charged with the disappearance and murder the previous
               year of a manager at the Menatep Bank in Tambov, Sergei Gorin, and his wife Olga and
               was sentenced to life imprisonment. Then two of his associates, Vladimir Shapiro and
               Gennadi Shevtsov, were arrested in Volgograd in 2004 on suspicion of their involvement
               in Pichugin’s assassination, and in March 2005 Shapiro confessed to killing Valentina
               Korneyeva, a Moscow businesswoman who was in dispute with the bank. He claimed to
               have been paid $5,000 for the contract hit.
            

            
            In addition, a third assassin, Evgenny Reshetnikov, was convicted in March 2005 of
               the attempted murder of a former Yukos employee, Evgenny Rybin, who was suing the
               bank in Sweden. Two attempts on his life failed, in November 1998 and then March 1999,
               but his driver was killed and two police bodyguards were injured by grenades. All
               three accomplices implicated Vladimir Goritovsky, but he had been killed in Volgograd
               in 2000.
            

            
             Thus, according to the prosecution, Pichugin had received instructions from Menatep’s
               principal director and shareholder, Leonid Nevzlin, to kill the three victims, and
               his subordinate had then ordered others to commit the crimes, but Nevzlin had by then
               moved to Israel, where he was appointed to the board of Haaretz and could not be extradited. In his absence Nevzlin was convicted in March 2008 of
               conspiracy to murder and was sentenced to life imprisonment.
            

            
            The gunman who had fired the homemade submachine gun at Petukhov had been Evgenny
               Reshetnikov who had been recruited by a contract killer, 53-year-old Shevtsov, alias
               Tsygelnik, who had been paid $150,000. A career criminal from Krasnodar, Shevtsov
               made a detailed statement in which he described how he had been hired to shoot Petukhov
               in the legs.
            

            
             The issue of Pichugin’s motive for murdering Petukhov remains unclear, although prosecutors
               suggested that Yukos may have found the mayor an obstruction to its regional ambitions.
               Both Yukos, which had been Russia’s largest company until it was dismantled in 2003,
               and Menatep were highly controversial and run by Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the chief executive
               later imprisoned for fraud and tax evasion. Having been sentenced to May 2005 to nine
               years’ imprisonment, he was convicted of further offenses in December 2010 but was
               released in December 2013 to live in Switzerland.
            

         

         
         	PHOENIX

         
         	
            In May 1967 the CIA station in Saigon, headed by John Hart and then Ted Shackley,
               pioneered a counter-intelligence program intended to infiltrate and destroy VC cadres
               in the rural villages where the insurgency infrastructure was strongest. The cadres
               consisted of the civilian structure, such as political officers and tax collectors,
               as well as guerrillas, supply and support staff, and military personnel. The project
               had developed out of an existing scheme, the ICEX, managed by Evan J. Parker Jr. with
               a staff of 164. Directing PHOENIX’s operations was Lewis Lapham, later to be appointed
               the CIA COS in Saigon.
            

            
             Hitherto, information about the VC had depended on the examination of captured documents,
               the interrogation of prisoners, defectors who took advantage of the “open arms” amnesty
               program, volunteer informants, the Census-Grievance (C-G) project, and some input
               from the police Special Branch. The result was very indifferent and patchy across
               the country, so PHOENIX (Phung Hoang in Vietnamese) was intended to remedy the problem
               by centralizing analysis and training case officers to supervise operations in the
               provinces where the PRU, headed by William Redel, would deploy U.S. Special Forces
               or Vietnamese Rangers to intervene and engage the enemy.
            

            
             By October 1967 PHOENIX employed 5,400 personnel, working in 44 provinces, and the
               Saigon station estimated that C-G representatives in 3,400 hamlets were serving some
               five million people, or about a third of the population. The operation’s main objective
               was the capture of VC for interrogation, but if the target resisted or other armed
               VC were encountered, lethal force would follow. An assessment of the results between
               May and September 1967 showed 1,500 VC killed and 960 captured. Of the 600 captured
               from June to August, 30 were district- or province-level cadres. PRU losses were 99
               dead, most of them in two badly planned conventional operations, and one captured.
            

            
             When Ted Shackley was appointed COS in December 1968 he came under intense pressure
               to reduce the CIA’s presence and pass the management of PHOENIX over to the Vietnamese.
               The station itself had grown to around 1,000, with an additional 400 contractors.
               The Special Branch, which ran an estimated 10,000 informants, was essentially directed
               by the CIA, which paid for about half the sources, and employed a further 54,000 Vietnamese.
               However, Shackley was under orders from headquarters to reduce his station staff to
               650.
            

            
             During the first half of 1969 the CIA’s statistics greatly improved, with a claimed
               attrition rate of more than 10 percent of the VCI during the same six-month period
               of the previous year, with more than 8,500 captured or killed. By the end of 1969
               the total for the year reached 19,500, almost 4,000 more than in 1968, with 60 percent
               of the 1969 “neutralizations” of those considered “priority targets” being cadres
               of some importance. That left an estimated 74,000 cadres in a VC organization still
               intact at province level and higher, but their quality appeared to be in decline as
               the communists tried to replace their escalating losses.
            

            
             For the year ending June 1969, the CIA reported that the PRUs were responsible for
               the capture of over 12,000 VC cadres and guerrillas and more than 6,000 killed, amounting
               to a cost to the VC of 76 men for every PRU casualty.
            

            
             By August 1970 the PRU employed about 3,400 men, about 1,000 fewer that the previous
               year, and by October, the CIA component to the PRUs had been reduced to 17 staff and
               contract advisers, with eight in Saigon and nine spread across the agency’s regional
               offices.
            

            
             In June 1970, two months after Ted Shackley had predicted a VC collapse, the station
               analysts observed that, after five years of work, neither the government nor the U.S.
               military had assessed the VC’s strength with any confidence.
            

            
            PHOENIX continued until November 1972 when the new COS, Tom Polgar, who had been appointed
               in January, wound up the American component. It was later estimated that throughout
               its operational existence PHOENIX had accounted for 20,857 VC killed, and critics,
               among them the former CIA officer Ralph McGehee, would later claim that the entire
               enterprise had been an assassination program.
            

            
            The precise numbers involved are not much in dispute, as the Church Committee referred to “at least 20,000 killed,” and Bill Colby (formerly the Saigon COS between
               1959 and 1962 and then DCI from 1973 to 1976) is alleged to have acknowledged “the
               assassination of 20,000 Vietnamese, innocent as well as guilty,” but in his memoirs
               Honorable Men, he insisted that “this charge is repeated in some circles whenever my name comes
               up, bidding fair to become an accepted myth about me. It simply is not true, as I
               have testified under oath several times.” Colby’s point was that 85 percent of the
               total died during military operations, and only 12 percent were killed by the police
               or other security agencies. He also relied upon his own directive which declared that
               PHOENIX operations were “specifically not authorized to engage in assassinations or
               other violations of the rules of land warfare, but they were entitled to use such
               reasonable force as is necessary to obtain the goals of rallying, capturing or eliminating
               the VCI in the Republic of Vietnam.”
            

            
            The critics of PHOENIX overlooked the program’s counter-intelligence objectives, which
               were to capture VCI and exploit their information. Much of the PRU’s deployments involved
               teams of defectors who were in a better position than most to understand the commitment
               and resilience of their well-armed, former comrades. Fierce firefights were often
               the unavoidable consequence of such intervention, thereby accounting for the high
               body count.
            

         

         
         	PINOCHET, AUGUSTO

         
         	
            Chile’s president General Augusto Pinochet survived a rocket attack on his motorcade
               of five vehicles and two motorcycles in Santiago on 8 September 1986 which killed
               five of his bodyguards and injured 11 military police escorts on a winding Andean
               road. Around a dozen well-armed men ambushed his armored Mercedes limousine as he
               returned to the capital from his country home, El Melocoton, in the Cordillera mountains
               on a Sunday evening. A caravan had been dragged across the road by a Peugeot van to
               block the route, and a Toyota Hilux was deployed at the rear to prevent escape.
            

            
             The urban guerrillas responsible for the attack, sited close to a bridge, were members
               of the Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front, the paramilitary wing of Chile’s Communist
               Party, and some of the participants were subsequently apprehended during a wave of
               arrests that ensued.
            

            
             The plan for the assassination had been drawn up by José Valenzuela Levi, a Marxist
               who had undergone military training in East Germany and Bulgaria before joining the
               Sandinistas in Nicaragua in 1981. He would be killed with 11 others in a confrontation
               with the CNI, Operation ALBANIA, in June 1987. The assault, code-named SIGLIO XX (Twentieth
               Century), had been led by Mauricio Hernandez Norambuena, later imprisoned in Brazil
               in 2001 having been convicted of a kidnapping.
            

            
             The weapons used in the attack originated in the Soviet bloc and had been delivered
               to the Chilean coast by a Cuban freighter, the Rio Najasa, and then off-loaded onto fishing boats. A month earlier the CNI had intercepted
               a large quantity of military matériel amounting to 53 tons, which included M-16 assault
               rifles, RPG-7s, TOW anti-tank missiles, grenades, and ammunition.
            

         

         
         	PLEHVE, VYACHERSLAV VON

         
         	
            On 28 July 1904 Russia’s 68-year-old minister of the interior Vyacheslav von Plehve
               was killed by a bomb thrown into his horse-drawn carriage as he was driven along Izmailovsky
               Prospekt in St. Petersburg on his weekly audience with the Czar. The assassin was
               Yagor Sazonov, a former medical student and member of the Socialist Revolutionary
               Party’s Combat Organization (Boevaia Organisatsia), apparently in protest at the government’s
               inaction over anti-Jewish riots.
            

            
             Von Plehve had been appointed to his ministerial post in April 1902 after the assassination
               of Dimitri Sipyagin and had been the target of several attempts on his life. A lawyer by training, von
               Plehve had joined the Ministry of Justice in 1867 and in 1881, as head of the Ochrana,
               investigated the assassination of Tsar Alexander II.
            

            
             The police inquiry concluded that Sazonov, who was injured in the explosion and sentenced
               to 15 years’ hard labor, had been directed by a notorious revolutionary, Evno Azef,
               who for many years had been a paid Ochrana informant. Azef would be arrested briefly
               in Germany in December 1917 and died in Berlin the following year.
            

         

         
         	POCIUNAS, VYTAUTAS

         
         	
            On 23 August 2006 a senior member of Lithuania’s VSD, who was attached to his country’s
               consulate-general in Grodno under counselor cover, fell from a window in the Inturist
               Hotel in Brest and was killed. The circumstances of Pociunas’s death were investigated
               several times after the local authorities declared that it had been an accident, and
               his widow Liudvika expressed her doubt about the objectivity of the forensic examination.
            

            
             Born in 1957 and a physics graduate of Vilnius University, Pociunas joined the VSD
               in 1992 and in 2004 was appointed head of the organization’s economic board which
               had been set up to advise the government on infrastructure vulnerability to Russian-inspired
               subversion.
            

            
             In January 2010 one of Pocunias’s VSD colleagues, Algimantas Matulevičius, claimed
               that at the time of his death he had been investigating the theft of a $40 million
               grant from the United States that had been intended for the Belarusian opposition.
               The controversy still continues in Vilnius and remains unresolved.
            

         

         
         	POPIELUSZKO, JERZA

         
         	
            The murder of Father Jerzy Popieluszko, the outspoken curate of the church of St.
               Stanislaw Kostka, in the Warsaw district of Zoliborz on 19 October 1984, while he
               was driving home from Bydgoszcz, would be one of the major turning points for the
               Polish democracy movement. The young priest had become a focus for dissent and nationalism,
               and his congregations, often of local steelworkers, were always packed, sometimes
               with several thousand listening to his sermons in the street outside. He was hugely
               popular and highly articulate, and when his badly beaten body was recovered from the
               Wloclawek Reservoir on 30 October, intense pressure was put on the regime to find
               the killers, not least because of the widespread belief that the Sluzba Bezpiecezenstwa
               (SB) had been responsible for several other deaths. Grzegorz Przemyk, the student
               son of the poet Barbara Sadowska, famous for her dissident verse, had been beaten
               and killed by the police, and a pattern had emerged of Solidarity activists being
               grabbed off the street by snatch squads and winding up dead, their bodies dumped in
               another part of town. This also happened to Andrzej Gasiewski, whose beaten torso
               was recovered near a railway line, and Jan Samsonowicz of Gdansk, who was found hanging
               on a wall inside the shipyard. Also the murder of Piotr Bartoszcze, the leader of
               Rural Solidarity, on 7 February 1984, was probably the handiwork of an official assassination
               squad.
            

            
            Eventually four Ministry of Interior officers, Lieutenant Leszak Pekala, Captain Grezgorz
               Piotrowski, Lieutenant Waldemar Chmielewski, and their section superior, Lieutenant-Colonel
               Adam Pietruszka, were tried at Torun and convicted of Popieluszko’s murder, but that
               did not end the speculation. The much-decorated Piotrowski was suspected of being
               implicated in Bartoszcze’s death, and the involvement of Chmielewski strongly implied
               an official sanction, as Pekala admitted in his first confession. Chmielewski’s father,
               Major Henryk Chmielewski, had been deputy director of Department V, the SB branch
               then responsible for monitoring the Catholic Church. For Chmielewski and Pietruszka
               to have been involved meant that it was likely that General-Major Zenon Platek, the
               head of Department IV, would have known of the plot, and that in turn suggested that
               the minister of the interior, Lieutenant-General Creslaw Kiszczak, had given his tacit
               approval. In any event the conspirators, who admitted they had intended “to teach
               Father Popieluszko a lesson,” acknowledged that they had expected their efforts to
               be rewarded with promotions.
            

         

         
         	POYNTZ, JULIET

         
         	
            A member of the Central Committee of the CPUSA, having joined the Socialist Party
               in 1909 at age 23, and employed by the Friends of the Soviet Union, Juliet Poyntz
               was a political activist who in 1928 stood for election as New York’s attorney-general.
               A graduate of Columbia University, with a year at the London School of Economics,
               she had previously worked as a history teacher at Barnard College.
            

            
             In 1935 she traveled to China for the Comintern, and the following year she visited
               Moscow where she was a witness to the Yezhovshchina, an experience that undermined her commitment to the movement. She returned to New
               York and was living in the American Woman’s Association Clubhouse at 353 West 57th
               Street in Manhattan in early June 1937 when she was reported missing. A search of
               her room, which revealed her passport, clothes, and private papers, suggested that
               she had not intended to leave the building for very long. Subsequently several other
               comrades, among them Walter Krivitsky, Whittaker Chambers, and Elizabeth Bentley, speculated about her disappearance, repeating
               rumors that, having become disenchanted, she had declared her intention to write an
               exposé of Stalinism and therefore had been abducted and murdered.
            

            
             One of her acquaintances, the anarchist Carlo Tresca, accused George Mink of having
               been involved on the grounds that he had been seen with Poyntz in Moscow. A well-known
               CPUSA functionary, Mink had acquired an unsavory reputation during the Spanish Civil
               War as a strict enforcer of discipline within the Abraham Lincoln battalion of the
               International Brigade and had been linked to the murder of Professor Camillo Berneri.
               According to Tresca, Mink had also served a term of imprisonment in Denmark on espionage
               charges. Tresca, also an outspoken critic of the mafia, was later shot dead on New
               York’s 13th Street on January 1943 by the Joe Bonanno crime family, just two hours
               after a car had attempted to run him down.
            

            
            Poyntz was declared legally dead in October 1944 so her sister could inherit her estate.
               Unlike other similar cases, no information has been forthcoming from defectors or
               declassified archives, so the crime, if that is what it is, remains unsolved.
            

         

         
         	PRADO, ENRIQUE

         
         	
            In June 2009 the CIA director Leon Panetta disclosed to Congress a plan to target
               high-value members of AQ and contracted a private security firm, Blackwater (later
               renamed Academi and then Xe Services), based in North Carolina and headed by a former
               U.S. Navy SEAL Erik Prince, to undertake a training and feasibility study. The project,
               originally initiated in 2001 and sponsored by the Counter-Terrorism Center then headed
               by J. Cofer Black, was shelved briefly in 2004, revived, and later terminated. One
               member of the unit was identified as Enrique Prado, a former bodyguard known to law
               enforcement agencies in Miami.
            

         

         
         	PRATS, CARLOS

         
         	
            On 30 September 1974 former general Carlos Prats of the Chilean army was killed outside
               his apartment in Buenos Aires, together with his wife Sofia, by a remotely controlled
               bomb placed under their car.
            

            
            Prats had served in Salvador Allende’s government as interior minister and vice president
               minister, and in September 1973, following General Augusto Pinochet’s coup, had fled
               abroad.
            

            
            The Chilean intelligence agency DINA was found to have been responsible for the assassination,
               and several senior members were charged with the crime, among them the director Manuel
               Contreras, General Raul Iturriaga, his brother Roger Iturriaga, Brigadiers Pedro Espinoza
               and Jose Zara, and DINA’s liaison officer in Argentina, Enrique Arancibia. Also implicated
               was SIDE’s liaison with DINA, Juan Martin Siga Correa.
            

            
            One of the alleged assassins was Michael Townley, an American from Iowa. Implicated in the murder of Orland Letelier in Washington,
               D.C., Townley had been extradited to face charges and negotiated a plea bargain in
               April 1978 which gave him immunity from prosecution in return for 62 months’ imprisonment,
               testimony in the prosecution of other suspects, and entry into the witness protection
               program. In his confession Townley detailed his role in the Prats murder. His Chilean
               wife Mariana Callejas, who was a DINA agent, was sentenced in 2010 to five years’
               imprisonment for the Prats murder.
            

            
            Also convicted and imprisoned for their parts in the assassination were Contreras
               and Espinoza. During the latter’s trial he produced documents which implicated Contreras
               and Colonel Juan Morales, including a letter containing a map indicating Prats’ address
               in the Palermo district in Buenos Aires.
            

         

         
         	PREMADASA, RANASINGH

         
         	
            Sri Lanka’s 68-year-old president Ranasingh Premadasa, who had been elected in 1988,
               was killed by an LTTE suicide bomber at a rally held in north Colombo on 1 May 1993,
               together with 17 others. A further 38 would be injured, seven fatally. The police
               claimed to have recovered the severed head of the young man suspected as the bomber,
               which was found to have a cyanide suicide capsule in his mouth, characteristic of
               LTTE tradecraft.
            

            
             Premadasa’s death happened eight days after the assassination of one of his political
               opponents, Lalith Athulathmudali, who was shot five times by a lone gunman during
               an election rally, also in Colombo. The death of the 57-year-old, Oxford-educated
               lawyer was investigated by the local police and Scotland Yard, and their conclusion
               was that an LTTE youth, Appiah Balakrishnan, had committed the crime on behalf of
               the LTTE.
            

         

         
         	PRIMA LINEA

         
         	
            A Marxist terrorist group based in Turin and dedicated to assassination, the Prima
               Linea came into existence in 1976 and embarked on a campaign of murder, beginning
               with a local politician, Enrico Pedenovi, who was shot by three gunmen in Milan on
               29 September 1976. On 12 March the following year a senior police counter-terrorism
               officer, Giuseppe Ciotta, was shot by three gunmen as he climbed into his car outside
               his home in Turin.
            

            
             The next victim was a police officer, Fausto Dionisi, shot during an attempt to free
               inmates from a Florence prison in January 1978. Two of the gunmen were caught and
               sentenced to life imprisonment. Then on 10 October 1978 a senior Ministry of Justice
               official, Jerome Tartaglione, was shot dead at his home. The two gunmen were identified
               as Alessio Casimirri and Alvaro Lojacono. On the following day, 11 October, a prison
               director, Professor Alfredo Paolella, was shot dead in a garage near his home. His
               convicted killers were Felice Maresca, Susanna Ronconi, Nicola Solimano, Sonia Benedetti,
               and Bruno La Ronga. On 19 January 1979 a Turin prison officer, Giuseppe Lorusso, was
               shot dead outside his home. Ten days later a magistrate, Emilio Alessandrini, was
               shot dead on his way to work at the Ministry of Justice in Milan by Sergio Seglio
               and Marco Donat-Cattin.
            

            
             On 5 February, Paolo Poletti, a director of the notorious chemical plant at Seveso
               which had leaked dioxin in 1976, was killed in his home. On 19 March 1980 another
               magistrate, Guido Galli, was shot dead in the University of Milan. On 11 August 1980
               three Carabinieri, Antonio Chionna, Ippolito Cortellessa, and Pietro Cuzzoli, died
               as they responded to a bank robbery in Taranto. On 28 November a police officer, Filippo
               Giuseppe, was shot dead at his home in Bari.
            

            
             The Prima Linea began to fall apart in May 1980 when a pentito, Roberto Sandalo, confessed to his part in the murder in Turin on 21 September 1979
               of a businessman, Ghiglieno Carlo. He named the organization’s members, prompting
               a wave of arrests, among them Marco Donat-Cattin. Another pentito, William Waccher, was murdered in revenge for his disclosures, and the organization
               was disbanded in 1984, the few survivors opting to transfer their allegiance to the
               Red Brigade.
            

         

         
         	PROVISIONAL IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY (PIRA)

         
         	
            Created in December 1969 following an ideological dispute with the IRA, which then
               became known as the OIRA, PIRA was governed by a seven-man Army Council which met
               sporadically and agreed on strategy.
            

            
             Assassination, being the deliberate targeting of individuals for murder, motivated
               by a political agenda, has been a consistent component of PIRA policy and has led
               to the deaths of diplomats (Christopher Ewart-Biggs, Richard Sykes); politicians (Ian Gow MP, Tony Berry MP); a judge (Maurice Gibson); police officers (Harry Breen, Bob Buchanan, Ernest Carson, Michael Malone); other paramilitaries, in the OIRA and the INLA; and other prominent
               figures (Lord Mountbatten, Ross McWhirter). Unsuccessful attempts were also made on the lives of Edward Heath MP, Margaret Thatcher MP, Hugh Fraser MP, and Sir Peter and Lady Terry.
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         	QASIM, ABD AL-KARIM

         
         	
            The nationalist Iraqi army officer who seized control in a coup in Baghdad in July
               1958, Abd al-Karim Qasim remained in power until he too was overthrown in February
               1963 in a Ba’athist coup. He was executed by a firing squad after a brief trial, and
               pictures were broadcast to prove that he was dead.
            

            
             Although Qasim was regarded as an adversary by the West, having nationalized the
               Iraq Petroleum Company, which had joint Anglo-American ownership, no plans had been
               made to depose him, principally because of the absence of a plausible successor. Nevertheless,
               the CIA pursued other schemes to prevent Iraq from coming under Soviet influence,
               and one such target was an unidentified colonel, thought to have been Qasim’s cousin,
               the notorious Fadhil Abbas al-Mahdawi who was appointed military prosecutor to try
               members of the previous Hashemite monarchy.
            

            
             According to his unflattering State Department biography, assembled by analysts at
               the INR, Mahdawi,
            

            
               as President of the Higher Military Court, has assumed a role of one of the most powerful
                  of the military leaders now in control of Iraq. It is difficult, and perhaps premature,
                  to arrive at a definitive analysis of his position among the complex, erratic and
                  compe­titive leadership which is struggling for power within the regime, however,
                  there is no doubt, that as head of the military tribunal and by assuming a role of
                  both judge and prosecutor in the court, Mahdawi has made signal contribu­tion to the
                  confused overt political scene in Iraq. Colonel al-Mahdawi is ex­tremely aggressive,
                  is anti-Western to the point of hatred and although it is not known whether he is
                  a card carrying Communist he has taken a position which has given important support
                  for the success of Communism and Soviet policy in Iraq. He has taken a position, more
                  recently, of extreme animosity toward Egypt, and has been a major source of the Iraqi
                  brand of the vitriolic pro­paganda verbiage emanating from Baghdad and from Cairo.
               

               
               Little is known about Colonel Mahdawi’s early life or career as a soldier, he has
                  stated that he studied under General Abd al-Karim al-Qasim in the Mili­tary College
                  and he is believed to have had some legal training in the Army.
               

               
               Just what part Mahdawi played in the July 14 Iraqi Revolution is not certain.

               
               A British source of information indicates that he was not one of the planners of the
                  revolt, and was at the time a Lt. Colonel in command of a Guard Company at Musayib.
                  Mahdawi, ascribes himself to a much greater role; in a statement to the Iraqi newspaper
                  Al-Bilad, he claimed that he was assigned by General Qasim to take measures to prevent the
                  supply of ammunition to the 1st Brigade and to the side of the old regime and said
                  that he carried his duties so well as to arrest the Commander of the Brigade Brigadier
                  Wafiq Arif, and thereby took command of the brigade himself. American Military sources
                  agree, if Mahdawi’s account were true, that his role was indeed an important one.
                  It is important to note that al-Mahdawi is a brother-in-law of Prime Minister al-Qasim
                  that fact is suggested as a more revealing insight into the reasons behind his arrogance,
                  license, and generally obnoxious behavior.
               

               
               Colonel Mahdawi has used his position as President of the Military Tribunal as a platform
                  to proliferate his invectives. Although proceedings were initially orderly, the Fadhil
                  Jamali hearings in September 1958 gave Mahdawi  opportunity for grandstanding and
                  theatrics including hooting and jeering which he encouraged from the audience. The
                  decline and removal of Col. Abd as-Salam al-Arif’s position of influence in the regime
                  also coincided with Mahdawi’s increasing diatribe. At the same time, the leftist and
                  Communist press spread considerable material praising and defending Mahdawi’s court
                  procedures. His photographs received wide circulation and are now surpassed in number
                  only by Prime Minister al-Qasim.
               

               
               The following is a sampling of al-Mahdawi’s utterances: During a trial on January
                  12, 1959: “My late father was a butcher. I pride myself on the fact that I am a self-made
                  man from a poor family. I am proud that the people have made me the President of the
                  Court to defend the rights of the poor and oppressed. If my father was a butcher who
                  slaughtered sheep, I am a butcher of traitors.” He later said, “In my capacity as
                  President of the Court I call upon all Iraqis to thoroughly digest utterances of guidance
                  we make from platform people’s court and which have become known as the Mahdawi comments.”
               

               
               “We make such comments to prompt citizens follow right path to attain objectives of
                  great revolution. . . .” It is believed that Mahdawi attempted thereby to negate Qasim’s
                  January 14 announcement against mob activities of the Popular Resistance Front and
                  the Students Union. Egyptian press and radio attacks on Mahdawi late in January brought
                  quick retort from him, “those who call for fake Arab nationalism, we call for true
                  liberated Arab nationalism and we do not take orders from imperialism wherever it
                  is. Some probably claim that they are Arabs when in the past they claimed they were
                  Pharaonic.” Referring to the Egyptian attacks at the opening of the Sa’id al-Qazzaz
                  trial on January 24, 1959, Mahdawi asked the audience not to interrupt his remarks,
                  which were entirely off-hand because “ovations of applause might interrupt my train
                  of thought.” Calling his attackers “Friends of Rountree” was too good for that use;
                  “they are friends of dollars and slaves of dollar and Rountree.” Later in the session
                  Mahdawi referred to the Cairo Radio as “Voice of America No. 2” saying its fabrications
                  and lies were symbols of bankruptcy of imperialism.
               

               
               There is some indication that Mahdawi has now become somewhat less vitriolic since
                  the recent inclusion of Prime Minister al-Qasim as a target of UAR attacks, and there
                  is a possibility that al-Qasim will assume his own defense and might conceivably call
                  for moderation by Mahdawi, However, clear information of this nature is not yet available.
               

            

            
            In these circumstances, in February 1960, the CIA’s Near East Division

            
            
               sought the endorsement of what the Division Chief called the “Health Alteration Committee”
                  for its proposal for a “special operation” to “incapacitate” an unnamed Iraqi colonel
                  believed to be “promoting Soviet bloc political interests in Iraq.” The Division sought
                  the Committee’s advice on a technique, “which while not likely to result in total
                  disablement would be certain to prevent the target from pursuing his usual activities
                  for a minimum of three months,” adding: “We do not consciously seek subject’s permanent
                  removal from the scene; we also do not object should this complication develop.”
               

            

            Mahdawi’s court, which was televised, resulted in dozens of convictions and sentences
               of death, and it has been estimated that in August and September 1959 some 23 defendants
               were shot by a firing squad.
            

            
            In April 1960, the “Health Alteration Committee” unanimously recommended to the DDP,
               Dick Bissell, that a “disabling operation” be undertaken, noting that the chief of
               operations advised that it would be “highly desirable,” although al-Mahdawi was not
               explicitly identified as their target.
            

            
            The approved operation was to mail a monogrammed handkerchief containing an incapacitating
               agent to the colonel from an Asian country. The CIA’s science adviser, James Scheider,
               testified before the Church Committee that, while he did not now recall the name of the recipient, he did remember mailing
               from the Asian country during the period in question a handkerchief “treated with
               some kind of material for the purpose of harassing that person who received it.”
            

            
            When challenged, the CIA insisted that the handkerchief was “in fact never received
               (if, indeed, sent),” noting that the colonel “suffered a terminal illness before a
               firing squad in Baghdad (an event we had nothing to do with) not very long after our
               handkerchief proposal was considered.” The “terminal illness” referred to was the
               execution of Mahdawi, with his cousin, on 9 February 1963.
            

            
             Thus, whatever the aspirations expressed in Washington, D.C., President Qasim was
               neither the target nor the victim of any CIA assassination plot.
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         	RABIN, YITZHAK

         
         	
            Israel’s prime minister Yitzhak Rabin was shot dead at a rally in Tel Aviv on 4 November
               1995 by a 25-year-old religious student, Yigal Amir, who was vehemently opposed to
               the terms of the Oslo Peace Accords agreed in 1993 with Yasser Arafat. Three shots
               were fired from a Beretta semi-automatic, two of which hit Rabin, with the third wounding
               a security guard, Yoram Ribun. Amir was immediately subdued by Rabin’s unarmed bodyguards
               and taken into custody.
            

            
             The assassination was investigated by the Shamgar Commission, which published a report
               in March 1996 that was very critical of Shin Bet’s failure to take threats from Jewish
               extremists sufficiently seriously. By then the organization’s director since 1994,
               Carmi Gillon, had resigned, but adverse comments also led to the resignation of Dror
               Yitzhaki, the head of Shin Bet’s protective security branch, and to the dismissal
               of Benny Lahav, who had been in charge of the VIP personal protection unit. Before
               his promotion, recommended by his predecessor Yaakov Peri, Gillon had spent five years
               in the Shin Bet division responsible for monitoring Jewish political extremism. However,
               on the actual day of Rabin’s assassination, he had been in Paris.
            

            
             The Shamgar Commission courted controversy by revealing that one of the government’s
               most vocal opponents, Avishai Raviv, was a Shin Bet source code-named CHAMPAGNE who
               had known and reported on Amir. Raviv, who had been expelled from Tel Aviv for promoting
               violence, was charged in 2000 with failing to prevent the murder but was acquitted.
               Meanwhile Amir was sentenced in March 1996 to life imprisonment and was kept in solitary
               confinement until July 2012. He remains in Rimonim prison near Netanyah, north of
               Tel Aviv.
            

            
         

         
         	RADIC, STJEPAN

         
         	
            On 29 June 1928 the Croat politician Stjepan Radic was shot during a session in the
               Parliament building in Belgrade, together with four of his Peasant Party colleagues,
               by a Serb deputy, Punica Racic. Two were killed instantly, and Radic died of his wounds
               a few weeks later on 8 August. Racic was tried for the crime and sentenced to 20 years’
               imprisonment, but was himself murdered by Yugoslav partisans in October 1944.
            

            
             The shooting took place during a heated parliamentary debate during which Racic was
               accused of looting Muslim homes in Macedonia. Outraged, the 40-year-old politician
               produced a handgun and began firing at his opponents.
            

            
         

         
         	RADIO FREE EUROPE (RFE)

         
         	
            Based in Munich and supported financially by the U.S. CIA, RFE’s broadcasters were
               the subject of frequent attack during the Cold War. On 21 November 1959 the lethal
               toxin atropine was discovered in salt cellars placed in the radio station’s staff
               canteen. According to the Romanian defector Ion Pacepa, some RFE journalists had been assassinated with plutonium dust which had been sprinkled
               surreptitiously in their desks, causing virulent lung cancers.
            

            
         

         
         	RAHMAN, MUJIBUR

         
         	
            Bangladeshi president Mujibur Rahman and his family were killed at home during a coup
               on 15 August 1975. His eventual successor, Ziaur Rahman, later issued a presidential
               immunity, the Indemnity Ordinance, for all those who had been involved in the plot.
            

            
         

         
         	RASPUTIN, GRIGORI

         
         	
            The mysterious and sinister spiritual adviser to the Tsarina Alexandra who was notorious
               for the malign influence he exercised over her, Grigori Rasputin was killed on 29
               December 1916 by a group of aristocrats led by Prince Felix Yusopov. When his dead
               body was recovered from the frozen River Neva, it was found that Rasputin had been
               plied with poison, stabbed, and shot several times. However, the fourth, final, and
               fatal bullet was fired into his forehead by a British army-issue Webley revolver that
               belonged to Yusopov’s friend from University College, Oxford, Oswald Rayner. A Daily Telegraph foreign correspondent and, allegedly, a British SIS agent, Rayner would translate
               Yusopov’s book, Rasputin: His Malignant Influence and His Assassination. Yusopov died in Paris in September 1967, aged 80.
            

            
         

         
         	RATH, ERNEST VON

         
         	
            A German diplomat in Paris, 29-year-old Ernst von Rath was shot five times in the
               embassy on the morning of 7 November 1938 by a young Polish Jew, Herschel Grynszpan,
               in protest over the deportation of his family.
            

            
             The aristocratic von Rath, originally from Frankfurt am Main, who had studied law
               and had previously served at the legation in Bucharest, had joined the Nazi Party
               in 1932. He died of his wounds the day after the shooting. His assassin was arrested
               at the scene and taken into custody. He briefly escaped in 1940 when the Wehrmacht
               occupied Paris, but he was quickly recaptured and transferred to Sachsenhausen concentration
               camp where he is believed to have perished, although no records survive of his precise
               fate apart from an administrative memorandum referring to him in December 1942.
            

            
             Von Rath’s death was used by the Nazis as a pretext for Kristallnacht, a day of anti-Jewish
               rioting and demonstrations in which Jewish-owned businesses across Austria and Germany
               were attacked by frenzied mobs which killed around 100 Jews.
            

            
         

         
         	RAT WEEK

         
         	
            In July 1943, Special Operations Executive (SOE) began to plan a program of selected assassinations across Nazi-occupied Europe
               and canvassed various sections for candidates for “liquidation.” The first conference
               of 17 senior staff held on the subject at SOE’s headquarters in Baker Street was chaired
               by Brigadier Eric Mockler-Ferryman, code-named AD/E, at which the controversial topic
               under discussion was referred to as “saccharine.”
            

            
            
               AD/E stated that the use of Saccharine, except in specific cases handled by persons
                  properly instructed in its use, was contrary to general policy and may not be planned
                  or executed. It was emphasized that AD/E’s authority, by counter-signature of all
                  indents, was required before Saccharine could be sent to the Field. The primary weapon
                  for use during RAT WEEK was the Welrod, a knife to be used when appropriate.
               

               
            

            The plan called for SOE’s contacts in occupied territory to nominate suitable candidates
               for assassination, and there was detailed consultation with the head of the Belgian
               (designated “T”) Section, Claude Knight, who wrote to AD/E on 26 July 1943,
            

            
            
               In view of the safe departure of our agents CIVET and CLAUDIUS, if our luck continues
                  we should be able to lay down plans for a “Rat Week” as outlined by you in about a
                  month’s time.
               

               
               It will, however, be necessary for us to consult both the 2ieme Section and the Sureté
                  on this matter. May I have your permission to do this?
               

               
               I think they will co-operate very willingly and possibly suggest some good targets.
                  We have some in mind, namely one or two people that we know have denounced our own
                  men. It would help, however, if we could point out that the “Rat Week” would be taking
                  place throughout other countries under your control.
               

               
               It would also be necessary for us to confirm the exact number of welrods which would
                  be available at a certain date.
               

               
            

            Thus, according to Knight, the first step to implement RAT WEEK in Belgium had involved
               the infiltration of two agents, Adelin Marissal, code-named CIVET, and the Comte de
               Liedekerke, code-named CLAUDIUS, back into Belgium. Meanwhile, SOE headquarters had
               earmarked 100 Welrod silenced pistols for the task:
            

            
            
               100 Welrods will be available in August and a further 100 in September. In order that
                  they may be allocated to country sections to best advantage. Will addressees please
                  let me have, by 3rd August, 43, a note of their requirements of this weapon.
               

               
               It is essential that the statement of requirements should be accompanied by an explanation
                  showing the approximate total number of victims selected by each section for liquidation
                  by Welrod.
               

               
            

            On 4 August 1943 SOE sent a request to Eric Dadson at the PWE:

            
            
               I believe that you are aware that we have in production an extremely efficient silent
                  .22 pistol. We are promised a small supply in about a month’s time.
               

               
               To celebrate its release it is proposed to hold a “Rat Week” in all the occupied countries,
                  when a certain number of Quislings are to disappear.
               

               
               Could you please, in conjunction with the Sureté, create a list of possible candidates?
                  We should then distribute the proposals among the various agents together with the
                  weapon and instructions as to how to use it, which are extremely simple.
               

               
               I should think we can reason on being given perhaps 12 to 15 pistols but if you make
                  a list for more, maybe we stand a chance of getting them.
               

               
               Perhaps we could discuss the whole matter at our next meeting but in the meantime
                  I would like you to give it your consideration. The matter is of some urgency as I
                  shall have to stake a claim for the number required pretty quickly.
               

               
            

            It was at this point, in Belgian government circles at least, that RAT WEEK encountered
               an obstacle, as was explained in a letter from Major Idesbald Floor of the Belgian
               Sureté dated 6 September, headed “RAT WEEK,” and addressed to Claude Knight’s successor
               at SOE’s Belgian Section, Hardy Amies:
            

            
            
               I am sorry I have not answered before to correspondence on the above but you will
                  understand that as it involves a policy, I had to take advice from our authorities.
                  This is so grave a decision that only our highest authorities could take a decision
                  on the matter.
               

               
               You are no doubt aware that lists of traitors are being made up by the appropriate
                  departments with a view of meting out to them their just sentence after the war. Our
                  authorities feel that we cannot deviate from this plan and that it would be highly
                  dangerous to allow even trustworthy agents to take the law into their own hands at
                  this junction.
               

               
               Will you please let me know whether, in view of the above, your authorities still
                  consider that RAT WEEK should be proceeded with, in which case I would suggest that
                  a meeting be held where the matter could be thrashed out.
               

               
            

            Evidently Amies was baffled by the Sureté’s response and replied with a query:

            
            
               I do not quite understand your letter of the 6th September. It was to avoid agents
                  taking the matter into their own hands that we wanted to give them precise instructions
                  as to whom their victim should be. Surely candidates could be selected from the Black
                  List which you or your authorities are preparing.
               

               
               Or am I to understand that you wish the whole matter dropped and that your authorities
                  do not want our boys to participate. The matter is getting now very urgent.
               

               
            

            Meanwhile, MI5 had expressed an interest in the identities of the candidates nominated
               for liquidation, and in August 1943, B1(b), the counter-espionage division’s research
               section, contacted Amies to ask about “the notorious Belgian Prosper de Zetter.”
            

            
            
               You will remember that I rang you up recently and asked you whether you would be good
                  enough to let me know whether this man is still a candidate for “Rat Week.” I understand
                  from you that the Belgians made some objections to your proposal in respect of all
                  the candidates. I would be very interested if you would let me know how the matter
                  now stands, particularly with regard to DE ZETTER, and whether or not your proposed
                  “Rat Week” has taken place.
               

               
            

            De Zetter’s notoriety stemmed from both his pre-war record and his wartime activities.
               Born in 1883, de Zetter had moved to Canada after a rape conviction, but then served
               prison sentences for embezzlement and bigamy. After the outbreak of war, de Zetter
               was back in Belgium where, aged 47, he posed as “Captain Jackson,” supposedly an evading
               Royal Canadian Air Force flier, to entrap members of the resistance and denounce them
               to the Germans. His betrayal of the reseau in Ixelles headed by Marcel Denomceau ensured that London learned of his treachery.
            

            
             Despite MI5’s involvement, de Zetter survived the war but was arrested in Germany,
               tried as a collaborator, and executed at Ixelles in September 1948. When five years
               earlier the Security Service had been trying to eliminate him, Amies then replied,
               suggesting that MI5 should apply its own pressure on the Belgians:
            

            
            
               I am sorry to have to inform you that the Belgian Authorities will not allow us to
                  carry out “Rat Week” as originally envisaged. They are definitely opposed to liquidating
                  a man without trial, as it were. DE ZETTER comes within this category.
               

               
               If you feel, however, you have a very strong case, I can only suggest that MI5 approach
                  the Sureté through their usual channels, as it is from there that opposition is coming.
                  Sorry!
               

               
            

            Whether MI5 tried to lobby the Belgians is unknown, but the Sureté did not change
               its mind as Idesbald Floor confirmed on 20 October:
            

            
            
               As I told you, your letter was passed on to my Authorities for a decision. My Authorities
                  wish me to thank you for the offer of the noiseless pistol and they think that the
                  possession of this weapon may be useful in the hands of agents in the field in case
                  of eventual difficulties.
               

               
               My Authorities do not, for the time being, think it advisable to take advantage of
                  this new weapon to undertake special measures against Belgians collaborating with
                  the enemy. This would involve too many difficulties. My authorities would, however,
                  appreciate it if your Authorities could give their opinion on this aspect of things.
               

               
            

            Disappointed by the continuing Belgian intransigence, Ames reported to his colleagues
               that
            

            
            
               We have been allocated 5 Welrods, and we propose to send them to the agent TYBALT,
                  in the field as he saw the Welrods before leaving and would undoubtedly know how to
                  use them to the best advantage.
               

               
               I am afraid, however, that Rat Week, as originally envisaged, will have to be dropped
                  as far as Belgium is concerned.
               

               
            

            TYBALT, in whom Amies had so much confidence, was A. J. Wendelen, a former Belgian
               army officer and advocate who had arrived in England in 1940 and gone on a mission
               to France for the SIS, had joined SOE in July 1941, and had completed a sabotage assignment
               near Liege very successfully. He was regarded by T Section as “certainly our most
               distinguished agent.” In fact, T Section had decided to ignore the Belgians, as Amies
               later hinted in a memo dated 22 October 1943:
            

            
            
               I do not think it is any good making a further approach to the Belgian government.
                  It is far better to send the five Welrods to the Field and let them do what they can.
               

               
            

            By early November, news of the Belgian opposition to RAT WEEK had been circulated
               to PWE, where Eric Dadson expressed his dismay:
            

            
            
               I am told that Rat Week is still under discussion and that all foreign governments,
                  except the Belgians, have given their blessing to the scheme.
               

               
               I understand that Chief Rats are to be specifically excluded from potential Rat Week
                  Targets and I have been asked whether I can produce a list of the principal Quislings
                  (politicians, administrators and industrialists) who are to enjoy this temporary immunity.
               

               
               Would you be good enough to let me know whether such a list has been prepared or discussed
                  during your negotiations with the Belgians and, if so, let me have a copy of it?
               

               
            

            Amies then explained to Dadson that as yet no lists had been compiled, and no discussion
               had been held on the subject, but he then wrote to the Sureté to reveal the British
               policy:
            

            
            
               It has now been suggested that our efforts should be directed, not against Quislings,
                  but against members of the SD (Sicherheitsdienst), or any German officials other than
                  the armed forces.
               

               
               We are sending five silent pistols in TYBALT 2 operation without comment, but I think
                  a telegram should follow. If we could get some action in this way, we could do a good
                  job and fall in line with the other Country Sections, even if we do not attack Belgian
                  Quislings.
               

               
            

            Simultaneously, Amies reassured Mockler-Ferryman at SOE headquarters:

            
            
               With reference to our discussion at your last meeting, I am sure the plan to attack
                  the German officials, other than the armed forces, would be well received by the Belgian
                  Government.
               

               
               We are sending out this moon five Welrods and I would like to follow these with a
                  telegram to our organizer containing definite instructions.
               

               
               I would suggest that we instruct our organiser to commence his attack immediately,
                  and report by a certain date the results. Can you tell me what this date should be
                  to be effective?
               

               
            

            As predicted, this redirection of policy was welcomed by the Sureté, and two days
               later full approval was forthcoming:
            

            
            
               Thank you for your letter dated 6th Inst. and have noted your suggestion that efforts
                  should be directed, not against Quislings, but against members of the SS, SD or any
                  German officials other than the armed forces.
               

               
               We are “Il va sans dire” in complete agreement with this suggestion and note that
                  five silent pistols are to be sent to TYBALT II operation, without comment. I assume
                  that you are enclosing detailed technical instructions as to its use.
               

               
            

            The final preparations for RAT WEEK were not complete, as far as Belgium was concerned,
               until the end of December, when Amies reported,
            

            
            
               As you know, we have been handicapped in carrying out any Rat Week operations, firstly
                  by the fact the Belgian Government is not in favour of listing traitors or taking
                  action against them at this time, and secondly, due to the fact that even if we bad
                  ignored this disapproval, we have had no communications with the field for the last
                  three months.
               

               
               In spite of this, however, it is evident from our reports from the field that the
                  various resistance groups have taken this question into their own hands without any
                  instructions or material from our side.
               

               
               Our agent TYBALT who has recently returned, confirms that executions of traitors and
                  Germans were being carried out on a fairly large scale by the FIL and Partisans.
               

               
               I have taken at random from the last Weekly Intelligence Summary received from PWE
                  the following examples of recent liquidations of traitors, and although we cannot
                  honestly claim that SOE is directly responsible for some, I think it is reasonable
                  to assume that some at least of the executions are connected with one or other of
                  the resistance groups:
               

               
               1) VRANCKY Aiderman of the BERTEM and VNV Section leader, Nov. 43.

               
               2) MAURICE LARENTS VNV Propaganda Leader, BERTEM, 18th Nov 43.

               
               3) PAUL GILSON Director of HUY Labour Office.

               
               4) WERS Burgomaster of BRAINE-le-CORTE assaulted on 29 Nov. ’43, and in dangerous
                  condition.
               

               
               5) JOBA Assistant Chief Commissioner of Greater Liege, assassinated.

               
            

            By January, a clearer picture had emerged of RAT WEEK’s progress, based on agent reports
               reaching London, including one from Henri Neuman, code-named CAESAR. Neuman, who had
               read law with his friend Endelen, was an expert in canal sabotage and exercised strict
               discipline within his circuit, which probably accounted for it success. He also ran
               an internal security apparatus, headed by a retired police officer who used the nom
               de guerre Burgers, and “watched out for, and disposed of, would be traitors.” At Baker
               Street he was considered “a very high-class agent” and would be parachuted back into
               Belgium on 8/9 February. According to Amies, Neuman
            

            
            
               has given us details of recent liquidations of traitors in Belgium, which are set
                  out below for your information:
               

               
               1. LIQUIDATIONS:

               

               
               a. Execution of a provocateur who had attempted to infiltrate into the Group through
                  the intermediary of the head of a cell, whose identity he revealed to the Germans.
               

               
               b. Attack on a Rexist shopkeeper of VILVOKER, well-known for her denunciatory activities
                  and who denounced to the Germans, towards August 1942, a member of the cell who was
                  found to carry arms, and who was executed. Result: Serious wounds which did not prove
                  fatal (the attack was made by revolver through the shop-window).
               

               
               c. Two executions—September 1943.

               

               
               i. The Rex chief at NIVELLES well-known for his denunciatory activities. Held up outside
                  the local Rex BRUSSELS and taken by car to the woods. Found to carry a list of denunciations
                  which he was just about to submit. Summarily interrogated and shot through the nape
                  of the neck.
               

               
               ii. Execution of Jewish “provocateur” (notorious informer) who had attempted to infiltrate
                  the Group through the intermediary of the head of the BRABANT branch of the Group.
               

               

               
               d. October 1943. Liquidation, Chaussée de LOUVAIE of a traitor who had denounced to
                  the Germans the member of a cell already living illegally.
               

               
               e. August 1943. Bois de la CASBAH, BRUSSELS. Elimination by means of blows with sticks
                  of a VNV in uniform by three members of a cell returning from a “reconnoitering” mission.
                  Retrieval of his papers, uniform and arms. Burial on the spot.
               

               
               f. Arrest attempt at the beginning of October 1943 at SCHAERBEEK of 3 members of a
                  cell living temporarily in the same flat (members of a mobile unit, bearers of their
                  arms). Result: Although the neighbourhood was completely encircled by the Germans,
                  certain liquidation of two of them on the stairs (one of whom was an interpreter belonging
                  to the Gestapo), several others wounded. The three men were able to escape safely
                  by shooting in the street.
               

               
            

            As an operation, RAT WEEK seems to have lasted over several months, rather than a
               few days, and had different goals in different countries. T Section, as the surviving
               documents testify, was part of a PWE initiative based on the false assumption that
               a combination of intimidation and poor morale would undermine the German occupation
               forces, destroy morale, and help persuade them not to fight. This, it turned out,
               was a very mistaken analysis of the Nazi will to perpetuate the conflict, whatever
               the odds.
            

            
            In Holland, where SOE’s N Section embraced RAT WEEK, the principal objective was the
               removal of collaborators, the resistance network becoming increasingly susceptible
               to hostile penetration to the point where entire organizations had fallen under the
               enemy’s control. On 14 August 1943 an SOE agent, Thys Taconis, code-named CATARRH,
               was sent a list of 14 targets approved by London, but he protested that all the nominees
               were protected by armed bodyguards, so special teams would be required for the task.
               Baker Street responded by declaring that no special teams were available and instead
               dispatched a pair of sniper rifles to CATARRH on 6 October.
            

            
            In France the Gaullists in the ARMADA reseau proved to be ruthlessly effective and, when they were not sabotaging the railways,
               destroying the Le Creusot munitions factory, or blocking canals in northeastern France,
               were killing members of the Gestapo and were responsible for the death of a dozen
               of its hated personnel. The ARMADA leadership were childhood friends, Raymond Basset,
               code-named MARIE, from Marseilles, and André Jarrot, code-named GOUJON, the 1937 French
               motorcycle national champion from Burgundy. This pair, living in Lons-le-Saunier,
               were probably the most successful agents ever deployed by SOE’s Republique Francais
               (RF) Section, and they demonstrably enjoyed their work. Their instrument of revenge
               against the Gestapo was a taxi driver, Armand Khodja, code-named CHALAND, who was
               an expert marksman and shot 11 of ARMADA’s nominees in and around Lyons during the
               last week of February 1944.
            

            
            RF’s British counterpart, F Section, also participated in RAT WEEK, but the contribution
               seems to have been limited to an operation code-named TUTOR, which involved a 24-year-old
               Polish agent, Lieutenant Adolf Feingold, who, having undergone training at Wanborough
               Manor, was dropped into France on 10 March 1944 on a mission to assassinate the head
               of the Gestapo in Marseilles, Sturnbannführer Rolf Mühler, or his assistant, Ernst
               Dunker, who were based at a villa at 425 rue Paradis. These two Nazis were formidable
               adversaries and had run many successful operations against SOE’s reseaux, so their elimination was considered very worthwhile.
            

            
            When Feingold could find neither Gestapo officer, and when his safe house accommodation
               was unavailable, he abandoned his assignment after three days and crossed the Pyrenees
               to the safety of Spain for the return journey to England.
            

            
            After the war, Dunker was returned to Marseilles where he was charged with torture
               and murder and executed at Chave prison in June 1950. Muhler was arrested in Ludwigsberg
               and sent to Lyon for trial where he was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for war
               crimes, but he was released in 1956. He died in Mulheim in 1967. Feingold moved to
               the United States and taught at the Missouri University of Science and Technology
               at Rolla, but then settled in Canada and from 1966 headed the Engineering Department
               at the University of Ottawa. He died in February 2002, aged 81.
            

            
         

         
         	RAY, CHARLES

         
         	
            The U.S. assistant military attaché Colonel Charles R. Ray was shot dead in a Paris
               street outside his apartment on the morning of 18 January 1982 by a LARF gunman. The
               lone assassin walked past the 44-year-old soldier, turned, and shot him in the head
               at point-blank range. A decorated Vietnam veteran and married father of two, Ray had
               been in his post at the embassy for the past 18 months.
            

            
             In February 1987 a 35-year-old Lebanese, Georges Ibrahim Abdallah, was convicted
               of Ray’s murder; conspiracy to kill a Mossad officer, Yacov Bar-Simantov, who was
               shot outside his home in Paris on 3 April 1982; and the attempted murder of Robert
               O. Homme, the former U.S. consul-general in Strasbourg who survived a shooting on
               26 March 1984. The prosecution evidence was that Abdallah had been linked to all three
               crimes by a gun found in his apartment during a police raid, and he was sentenced
               to life imprisonment.
            

            
             A Marxist revolutionary organization with an estimated membership of perhaps 25 led
               by Abdallah, LARF had tried to kill the U.S. chargé d’affaires in Paris, Christian
               Capman, in November 1981; attacked the Israeli embassy in Paris with a machine gun
               in April 1982; left a bomb outside the home of an American diplomat in August 1982
               which detonated, killing an ordnance disposal officer; killed an Israeli, Amos Manel,
               with a car bomb in Paris in September 1982; tried to shoot Israeli chargé d’affaires
               Esther Millo in Malta in December 1983; and sponsored a bombing campaign in Paris
               between September and December 1986 which killed 15 and wounded 150.
            

            
         

         
         	REAGAN, RONALD

         
         	
            The attempt on the life of President Ronald Reagan in Washington, D.C., on 30 March
               1981 by a 26-year-old university student, John W. Hinckley Jr., became a textbook
               example of how close protection should not be managed.
            

            
             Reagan was walking toward his limousine at the Washington Hilton Hotel when he was
               approached by the lone gunman, who shot him and three others with six shots fired
               from a .22 revolver. Hinckley was wrestled to the ground, arrested, and later declared
               insane. Those wounded were the president, who took a ricocheted bullet in the lung;
               a Washington police officer, Thomas Delahanty; the White House press secretary, Jim
               Brady; and a Secret Service agent, Timothy McCarthy. Having sustained a head wound
               which caused brain damage that confined him to a wheelchair for the remainder of his
               life, Brady would die of his injuries in August 2014.
            

            
             The incident amounted to a series of failures, with a crowd of unscreened spectators
               allowed to gather close to the hotel entrance. As the video footage revealed, the
               attention of those responsible for guarding the president was focused on him and not
               any potential threat from the bystanders.
            

            
             Hinckley, motivated by a deranged determination to impress an actress he had never
               met, remained confined to a psychiatric facility, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Washington,
               but since December 2000 was allowed unsupervised visits to his mother’s home near
               Williamsburg, Virginia. He was released permanently into her custody in September
               2016.
            

            
             The FBI conducted a lengthy inquiry into Hinckley, which included an interview on
               30 March 1981 while he was in police custody, held at the Washington Field Office.
               He waived his rights so the interrogation could proceed, and the next day he was transferred
               to the U.S. Marines correctional facility at Quantico.
            

            
            The FBI concluded that Hinckley had acted alone and had been motivated by a deluded
               wish to impress the actress Jodie Foster on whom he had a fixation.
            

            
         

         
         	REBET, LEV

         
         	
            In the spring of 1957 Bogdan Stashinsky was given a new identity, that of Siegfried
               Drager, from Rehbrucke near Potsdam, and, armed with his authentic identity card,
               was sent to Munich to watch Lev Rebet, the exiled Ukrainian nationalist leader. Stashinsky
               kept his quarry under almost continuous surveillance from April until 12 October when,
               armed with a specially designed weapon, he encountered Rebet outside his apartment
               and sprayed prussic acid into his face. By the time Stashinsky had returned to Karlshorst,
               his victim’s body had been found and the cause of death declared a heart attack.
            

            
         

         
         	RED ARMY FACTION (RAF)

         
         	
            Founded by Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Horst Mahler, and Ulrike Meinhof, the RAF
               was an urban terrorist group operating in the German Federal Republic. Although initially
               assassination was one of the organization’s tactics, a major banker, Jurgen Ponto,
               was shot dead during an attempt to abduct him. The objective had been a kidnapping
               in order to achieve an exchange of prisoners, but the plan misfired. Another of the
               organization’s victims was Hanns-Martin Scheyer, who was abducted on 5 September 1977
               and murdered on 18 October upon hearing the news that three RAF members, Andreas Baader,
               Gudrun Ensslin, and Jan-Carl Raspe, had committed suicide in Mannheim prison.
            

            
             Schleyer, then president of the German employers’ association, was being driven along
               Cologne’s Vincenz-State Strasse when his car was forced to stop suddenly and his police
               escort crashed into the rear of the limousine. Four gunmen then opened fire on both
               vehicles, killing Schleyer’s chauffeur and three of the police officers. Schleyer
               was then bundled into the back of a van and taken to an apartment block in Erftstadt
               where he was kept under constant guard until he was driven to Mulhouse in France,
               shot dead, and left in an abandoned Audi.
            

            
             The RAF gunmen responsible for the abduction were Rolf Heissler, a convicted bank
               robber imprisoned in 1972; Stefan Wisniewski, another bank robber who had undergone
               guerrilla training in Yemen at a PFLP camp; Brigitte Mohnhaupt; and Peter-Jurgen Boock.
               One of the planners was Brigitte Adelheid.
            

            
             Wisniewski was arrested at Paris’s Orly Airport in May 1978 and extradited to Germany
               where he was sentenced to life imprisonment but released on parole in 1999. Heissler
               was arrested in Frankfurt in June 1979 and sentenced to life imprisonment in 1982
               for the murder of two Dutch customs officers at Kerkrade, but was released on parole
               in October 2001. Mohnhaupt had been released from prison in February 1977 after serving
               five years for the illegal possession of arms. She was arrested in November 1982 in
               Frankfurt with Adelheid and sentenced to five life terms but was released on parole
               from Archach prison in March 2007.
            

            
            Boock, who had been involved in the RAF’s bungled abduction of the banker Jurgen Ponto
               a month earlier, was arrested in Hamburg in 1981 and sentenced to life imprisonment.
               He was freed in March 1998.
            

            
         

         
         	RED BRIGADES

         
         	
            On 17 December 1981 a senior NATO officer, General James L. Dozier, was abducted in
               Verona by the Red Brigades, but one of the group, Luigi Scricciolo, who was then head
               of the foreign department of the Social Labour Federation, was denounced by his wife
               Paola and cousin Loris for his involvement. Dozier was rescued 42 days later in a
               dramatic joint U.S. and Italian raid on the apartment in Padua where he had been held.
               Among those arrested was the organizer, Antonio Savasta, a 27-year-old Marxist revolutionary
               who had joined the Red Brigades in 1976 and had led the kidnapping and murder of the
               director of a chemical factory, Giuseppe Taliercio, earlier in 1981. Savasta had become
               a key pentito, providing damning testimony against his former comrades, compromising dozens of
               other Red Brigadists, and implicating Scricciolo. Savasta knew most of the Red Brigade’s
               leadership, who all came from much the same middle-class leftist background. The triumvirate
               at the head of the Red Brigades consisted of their founder Renato Curcio (imprisoned
               in April 1978, his wife Margarita Cagol having been killed in a shoot-out with the
               Carabinieri in 1975 during a kidnap rescue); Alberto Franceschini (imprisoned in 1974);
               and Mario Moretti, convicted in 1978. In the aftermath of Aldo Moro’s murder there
               was a long and sustained judicial investigation to establish the extent to which foreign
               intelligence agencies had supported, penetrated, or directed the Red Brigades, and
               there were plenty of leads to pursue. Early in 1981 Maurizio Folini had been named
               by the pentiti as a link with the PLO and a key figure in an illicit arms procurement program. One
               of the earliest pentiti, Patrizio Peci from Turin, whose testimony resulted in hundreds of arrests (and the
               reprisal murder of his brother Roberto in 1981), described the delivery of guns through
               Austria and Hungary but insisted that the terrorists had trained themselves, an opinion
               shared by Savasta and another turncoat witness, Marco Barbone. Peci had been a senior
               figure in the Red Brigades and in his confession described how he had sailed to Beirut
               twice in a yacht to pick up weapons, among them a consignment of Czech-made Skorpions
               of the kind that had been used to kill Aldo Moro. According to Peci, the Skorpions
               had been landed at Mestre and delivered to Mario Moretti of the Brigades’ Rome column.
            

            
             It was Peci’s widely circulated confession that helped create the theory of a worldwide
               terrorist conspiracy orchestrated by the KGB.
            

            
         

         
         	REISS, IGNACE

         
         	
            A Soviet illegal born in 1899, and a friend of Walter Krivitsky, Reiss had chosen to take refuge in Switzerland rather than obey orders and return
               to Moscow to face execution for the crime of having supported Leon Trotsky. Fluent in many languages and operating under several aliases, including Ludwik Poretsky,
               Reiss had known Krivitsky since their childhood and came from the same small town
               in Galicia, at the edge of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Acting on a tip from Krivitsky,
               Reiss had gone into hiding but had been tracked down to Lausanne and shot 15 times
               with a Soviet-made PPD-34 submachine gun on 4 September 1937 in Chamblandes, but not
               before he had confided details of his activities to his wife, Elisabeth Poretsky,
               herself a well-trained illegal, who would herself only escape being poisoned because
               her intended assassin, her friend Gertrude Schildbach, at the last moment had lost
               her nerve and snatched back a box of chocolates laced with strychnine.
            

            
            According to Krivitsky, Reiss had been initiated into the Comintern in Vienna where
               he had been “centred in the Soviet embassy. In later years such open contact with
               Soviet diplomatic officials would have been unthinkable, but at the time there had
               not yet been police raids on Soviet trade missions and similar bodies so no precautions
               seemed necessary.”
            

            
            On his first mission abroad, to Poland, he had been arrested and imprisoned on a charge
               of communist subversion, but he escaped after 18 months and then was assigned to Holland
               where, according to his widow, he had been given “a much more important assignment;
               he was to direct operations aimed at obtaining information in Great Britain. The headquarters
               were not to be in England but in the Netherlands.” Reiss and his wife stayed in Holland,
               working with the Dutch artist and accomplished illegal, Henri Pieck, for “1928 and
               part of 1929” before leaving for Moscow. Three years later Reiss was back in the West,
               operating in Berlin and then Paris, whence he had been obliged to flee in 1937.
            

            
            During the terror, neither wives nor children were exempt, and the entire Reiss family
               was sentenced to death. Elisabeth knew only too well what was likely to happen and
               was quite aware that another murder squad would have been dispatched from Moscow to
               complete the “executive assignment” and accordingly went into hiding with friends
               in Holland. Moving to America from Lisbon in 1940 with her son Roman Bernaut, she
               was later to write a bitter denunciation of Stalin, Our Own People, and of her husband’s murderers. She was also to cooperate with the FBI.
            

            
            The murder investigation into Reiss’s death was conducted by the Swiss and the French,
               but there was a marked lack of cooperation from Paris, the subject of a complaint
               from Colonel Robert Jacquillard of the Lausanne Sureté in a report dated 2 January
               1938. According to Jacquillard, who had headed the inquiry into the Worovski assassination
               in 1923, his French counterparts had failed to answer his requests for information
               about suspects implicated in Reiss’s murder, among them Sergei Efron and a married
               couple, Arnold and Lydia Grozovsky. Allegedly Lydia had been arrested but had fled
               the country in a Soviet embassy car when she was released on bail.
            

            
            One of those arrested by the Swiss was 26-year-old teacher Renata Steiner, a Communist
               Party member from Zurich who had visited the Soviet Union in 1934 and been recruited
               by the NKVD in Paris in 1936. According to her statement, Steiner had undertaken various
               assignments for the Soviets, including maintaining surveillance on Leon Sedov when he visited Antibes during the summer of 1936. Her involvement in Reiss’s murder
               had been to rent a car for the gunman which had been found abandoned in Geneva. The
               police had traced the vehicle to Steiner, and under interrogation she described how
               Reiss, while on a stroll after dinner at a local restaurant, had been forced into
               a car and shot at point-blank range by Roland Abbiate, alias Francois Rossi, and another NKVD agent, Etienne Martignat. Steiner had been
               traced when the rental car was found abandoned in Geneva, and her confession served
               to implicate his dinner companion, Gertrude Schildbach, and two other accomplices,
               Dmitri Smirensky and Pierre Ducomet.
            

            
            Martignat, a 37-year-old employee of the Soviet Trade Mission in Paris, named Lydia
               Grozovskaya as his coconspirator, but she fled Paris. Efron, who had been identified
               as one of the triggermen, returned to Paris where his office in the Soviet Repatriation
               Union building was searched by the police, but then left for Spain and then Moscow
               where he was arrested in December 1937 and executed in 1941.
            

            
            Reportedly the NKVD’s entire operation had been overseen in Paris by Sergei Spiegelglas
               who directed Smirensky, a 40-year-old subordinate who operated under the alias Maurice
               Rollin, to watch Sedov’s home from his own apartment across the street. His accomplice,
               Ducomet, was a 35-year-old French photographer and former detective who was also assigned
               the task of finding and watching Reiss. The surveillance team had traced Reiss to
               Amsterdam and then followed him to the Hotel Pajou in the rue des Buches. When Reiss
               joined his wife and son in Switzerland, he had successfully eluded his watchers, but
               then he agreed to meet Schildbach when she wrote to him seeking his advice.
            

            
         

         
         	RIFAI, ZAID AL-

         
         	
            On 15 December 1971 the Jordanian ambassador in London, Zaid al-Rifai, narrowly escaped
               an attempt on his life when a gunman armed with a submachine gun opened fire on his
               limousine in Holland Road, West London. The vehicle was hit by several rounds, but
               al-Rifai was only slightly wounded in the hand. The gunman was an Algerian, Frazeh
               Khelfa, who had been contracted by Black September and had arrived in London from
               France a week earlier. He returned on the cross-Channel ferry from Folkestone the
               same night and was never charged, as an application for his extradition, following
               his arrest in Lyons, was refused by the French authorities. The weapon found at the
               scene was a British-manufactured Sterling which was traced to a consignment sold to
               the Libyan government.
            

            
         

         
         	ROCKEFELLER COMMISSION

         
         	
            Created by President Gerald Ford in 1975 to investigate the activities of the CIA,
               the Rockefeller Commission was headed by Vice President Nelson Rockefeller and charged
               with pursuing allegations of misconduct published in the New York Times in December 1974. The commission, which took evidence in private, submitted a report
               to the president on 6 June 1975 which leaked almost immediately. Its work was taken
               over by the Church Committee.
            

            
         

         
         	ROCKWELL, LINCOLN

         
         	
            The founder of the ANP, George Lincoln Rockwell was shot dead in Arlington, Virginia,
               on 25 August 1967 by one of his former supporters, John Patler.
            

            
             Rockwell attended Brown University in Rhode Island but was commissioned into the
               U.S. Navy as a pilot before he graduated. He served on aircraft carriers in the Atlantic
               and Pacific during World War II and flew as a reservist during the Korean War, based
               in San Diego training aircrew. In 1960, after 19 years as a Navy pilot, he was discharged
               with the rank of commander because of his increasingly unacceptable anti-Semitism
               and admiration for Adolf Hitler. He then established the ANP, a movement that advocated
               white supremacy but was estimated never to have achieved a membership of more than
               300 and was assessed by the FBI to be about 100 drop-outs, mainly “failures . . .
               misfits, the mentally ill and the potentially violent.” In August 1962 he attended
               an international gathering of National Socialists at a campsite in Gloucestershire
               but was arrested and deported. In December 1963 Rockwell evaluated 27 of his ANP adherents
               and described them variously as “vicious, irresponsible, beset with delusions, thieves,
               liars, uncontrollable, desperate, irrational, murderers and potential murderers.”
            

            
             In June 1965 the FBI undertook a study of the ANP and compiled a 60-page report which
               included an analysis of some of the membership:
            

            
            
               A sampling of the backgrounds given on 19 applications reveals—that 13 applicants
                  have arrest records for such charges as disorderly conduct, assault, carrying dangerous
                  weapons, attempted rape, armed robbery, and burglary.
               

               
               Of the 19, eight have a history of mental disorders. One was categorized as “a victim
                  of paranoia with systematized delusions of persecution.” Another suffered from “acute
                  paranoid schizophrenic reaction.” A psychiatric examination revealed another to be
                  an “anxious, tense male evidencing poorly controlled hostility.” One individual stated
                  on his application that the reason for his dishonorable discharge from the United
                  States Army in the Korean War was “disobeying orders and taking it upon myself to
                  exterminate prisoners when captured.”
               

               
               In the Fall of 1961, three members of the ANP were arrested and charged with carnal
                  knowledge of minors. All were involved with underaged girls who had been frequenting
                  ANP headquarters in Arlington.
               

               
               Although Rockwell speaks against “queers,” there is evidence that some homosexuals
                  have sought refuge in the ANP. Some members on the west coast, including former leader
                  Leonard Holstein, were accused of homosexual activities. Recently, a member of the
                  Party directed a letter to Rockwell complaining of the homosexual activities of “top
                  men in the ANP” and threatening to resign in the absence of official action. He stated
                  he could tolerate the reputation of being a fascist but could never tolerate an association
                  with “queers.”
               

               
            

            Rockwell’s murderer, John Patler, was born John Patsalos in New York of Greek heritage
               in January 1938 and had served as a U.S. Marine Corps officer until he was discharged
               in 1960, when he had been arrested at a neo-Nazi rally. He was then employed on Rockwell’s
               bi-monthly magazine, Stormtrooper, as a cartoonist and editor but was expelled in March 1967 for alleged Bolshevism.
               He was arrested in Arlington within half an hour of the shooting.
            

            
             Convicted of killing Rockwell outside a Laundromat with a 7.63 Mauser, Patler was
               convicted of murder and sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment. Released on parole after
               just eight years, he received a further six years in 1975 for breaching the terms
               of his parole.
            

            
         

         
         	ROHWEDDER, DETLEV KARSTEN

         
         	
            A leading Social Democrat politician in the Federal Republic of Germany, Detlev Karsten
               Rohwedder was shot dead in his home in Dusseldorf-Niederkassel on 1 April 1991 by
               a Red Army Faction (RAF) sniper who fired three shots from a neighboring property, one of which wounded
               his wife Hergard.
            

            
             Nobody was ever charged with the crime, but forensic examination in 2001 of the DNA
               recovered from a strand of hair at the scene was found to match Wolfgang Grams, an
               RAF killer who was also a suspect in the murder of the banker Alfred Herrhausen in November 1989. Grams shot himself as he was about to be arrested in June 1993.
            

            
         

         
         	ROMERO, OSCAR

         
         	
            The archbishop of El Salvador, Oscar Romero, was shot dead while celebrating mass
               on 24 March 1980 by a single gunman recruited by Major Roberto D’Aubisson and an air
               force pilot, Captain Alvaro Saravia, both members of a group opposed to the military
               junta that had governed the country since the October 1979 coup. Trained at Fort Benning,
               Georgia, D’Aubisson worked in military intelligence during El Salvador’s 12-year civil
               war fought between 1981 and 1993 and became an expert on counter-insurgency operations,
               eventually being promoted to head the ANSESAL.
            

            
             Training courses for ANSESAL personnel sponsored by the U.S. CIA led to accusations
               that American intelligence officers had been complicit in abuses associated with ANSESAL,
               but in January 1985, following an investigation conducted by the House Intelligence
               Committee, its report confirmed that U.S. agencies “have not conducted any of their
               activities in such a way as to directly encourage or support death squad acts.”
            

            
             In March 1983 the CIA circulated a report (later declassified in a redacted form)
               titled Existence of Rightist Death Squads within the Salvadoran National Police; Location
                  of Clandestine Prison Used by the Death Squad.
            

            
            
               According to members of the Salvadoran national security services a rightist death
                  squad had existed [XXXXXXXXXXX] since December 1979 and has engaged in numerous political
                  assassinations, including the March 1981 murder of Archbishop Oscar Romero. The group
                  is headed by Lieutenant Colonel Aristedes ((Marquez)), chief of the investigations
                  department of the National Police. It maintains a clandestine prison in the city of
                  La Libertad, la Libertad Department. The prison is used for detention, interrogation,
                  and execution of suspected leftists and leftist sympathizers. it is supervised by
                  Captain Rafael ((Lopez)) Davila who is chief of the political section of the National
                  Police and Marquez’ deputy. Among those who have been held in the prison were the
                  alleged kidnappers of wealthy Salvadoran, Jerez de ((Garcia-Prieto)). At least eighteen
                  individuals have been executed in the prison which consists of a series of buildings
                  in a guarded compound located at kilometer 38 on the pacific highway, La Libertad.
               

               
               2. The death squad has drawn most of its members from three sections of the National
                  Police: the criminal investigation section (sic), the special political investigation section (sic), and the narcotics control section. When the death squad was formed, it was headed
                  by Captain Amilcar ((Molina)) Panameno. Molina’s group planned and carried out the
                  assassination of Archbishop Romero, in which a .223 calibre rifle was used. The Romero
                  assassination squad consisted of detective Sigifredo ((Perez)) Linares, Inspector
                  Misael ((Rivas)) Romero, Jose Luis ((Alas)) Romero, Luis ((Rodriguez)), and FNU ((Santin)).
                  Molina himself later was assassinated by another death squad led by Major Mario Denis
                  ((Moran)), a National Guard officer. Molina was suspected of sympathizing with the
                  left. Alas, one of the participants in the assassination, now resides illegally in
                  Houston, Texas.
               

               
               3. Following the death of Molina, command of the death squad passed to Inspector Rivas
                  who continued the policy of assassinating suspected leftists, including Salvadoran
                  journalist Roberto ((Suarez)) Suay, killed in mid-1981. The death squad under Rivas
                  was comprised of Carlos Alberto ((Orellana)) Aparicio, Ismael ((Parada)) Xaceres,
                  Jose Roberto ((Recinos)) Marroquin, Efrain ((Larios)) Monroy, Carlos ((Alvarado))
                  Gomez, Mario Saul ((Merino)) Escobar, Emmanuel ((Alfaro)) Villanueva, Miguel Antonio
                  ((Vides)) Pocasangre, Noe ((Pineda)) Orellana, Sergeant (FNU) ((Ayala)) Cruz, and
                  Sergeant (FNU) ((Castellon)). In mid-1982, approximately 25 of the death squad members,
                  along with other members of the national police, were sent to Venezuela for special
                  training. During their absence, death squad activities were conducted by a group headed
                  by Second Lieutenant Saul Tadeo ((Salazar)) Ardon, a close friend of Lieutenant Colonel
                  Marquez. Salazar’s group included Belarmides ((Castillo)) Medrano, Santos ((Ulloa)),
                  Fidel ((Ramos)) Rivera, Concepcion ((Aguilar)), Ines Alfonso ((Escobar)), Roberto
                  ((Chavez)) Soas, and (FNU) ((Fernandez)) Hernandez. Comment: It is not known whether
                  the Venezuelans were aware of the death squad role of these police officers.)
               

               
               4. Following the return of the death squad members from Venezuela in February 1983,
                  Inspector Rivas resumed his role as the chief director of death squad activities.
                  As of mid-March, death squad operations were planned by Lieutenant Colonel Marquez
                  and carried out by Lieutenant Rivas and Captain Lopez who also runs the prison in
                  La Libertad. Detective Perez served as an intermediary between the death squad leadership
                  and Roberto ((D’Aubuisson)), president of the Salvadoran national assembly and the
                  nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA). [XXXXX] Comment: death squad members believe
                  D’Aubuisson is responsible for selecting some of the leftists to be interrogated or
                  executed by the National Police group.)
               

               
            

            Soon afterward a second document, a briefing paper, was drafted on the composition
               of the death squads, which is reproduced in appendix E.
            

            
            In January 1984 the CIA’s DI partially declassified a report on the links between
               individual Salvadorian intelligence personnel and the country’s order campaign, El Salvador: Dealing with the Death Squads.
            

            
             The plot to assassinate the outspoken Romero allegedly was organized by the son of
               former president Arturo Molina, and he was responsible for hiring the sniper, Oscar
               Perez Linares, a National Guard detective who fired the single shot that killed the
               archbishop at the altar from a car parked outside the Church of Divine Providence.
               In May 1980 D’Aubisson was arrested at a farm in San Luis where a quantity of weapons
               and incriminating documents were found, but he was never convicted of a crime and
               in 1984 stood as a presidential candidate.
            

            
            D’Aubisson died of cancer in February 1992, and Saravia resigned his commission and
               moved to Modesto in California until he was arrested and charged with money laundering.
               Linares, reputed to have participated in one of the notorious death squads known as
               “the Little Angels,” died in 1986 while on police custody as he attempted to flee
               to Guatemala.
            

            
            Romero was not the first campaigning cleric to be assassinated in El Salvador. A Jesuit,
               Rutilio Grande, had been murdered in March 1977. Suspicion of ANSESAL’s involvement
               in the priest’s death, and the organization’s complicity in other human rights abuses,
               led to ANSESAL’s abolition in 1977. Thereafter a further six Jesuits were massacred
               in November 1989, together with their housekeeper and her 15-year-old daughter, at
               the Central American University in San Salvador by gunmen wearing military uniforms,
               and the CIA received reports that all the murders were connected to Romero’s assassination.
            

            
            The victims of the atrocity were the university’s rector, Ignacio Ellacuría; Segundo
               Montes, dean of the sociology department and director of the University Institute
               of Human Rights; Ignacio Martín Baró, head of the psychology department; and theology
               professors Juan Ramón Moreno and Armando López. The sixth priest was Joaquin López
               y López, the only native Salvadoran and the head of the schools network.
            

            
         

         
         	ROOSEVELT, FRANKLIN D

         
         	
            On 15 February 1933 President-Elect Franklin D. Roosevelt escaped an assassination
               attempt in Miami when an unemployed bricklayer, Giuseppe Zangara, fired at him six
               times with a .32 revolver, hitting five bystanders but not his target. One of those
               wounded, Mayor Anton Cermak of Chicago, later died. Inquiries conducted by the FBI
               concluded that the 43-year-old gunman had acted alone and opportunistically and was
               not part of any wider conspiracy.
            

            
            Zangara, who was born in Calabria and had immigrated to the United States in 1923,
               was apprehended at the scene and was sentenced to 80 years’ imprisonment for attempted
               murder, but when Cermak succumbed to his injuries, the assassin was tried again, condemned
               to death, and executed in the electric chair on 5 March 1933.
            

            
         

         
         	ROOSEVELT, THEODORE

         
         	
            While campaigning as a presidential candidate, Teddy Roosevelt survived being shot
               on 14 October 1912 in Milwaukee. His assailant was a German immigrant, John Schrank,
               who had stalked him. Schrank was declared insane and spent the remainder of his life
               in a Wisconsin mental institution where he died in 1943. Roosevelt’s life had been
               saved by a large paper document, a speech he was about to deliver, which was in his
               pocket, and a metal spectacles case which deflected the bullet that lodged in his
               chest and was never removed.
            

            
         

         
         	ROSELLI, JOHNNY

         
         	
            In November 1961 the CIA’s Bill Harvey attempted to make contact with the mafia through
               a fellow FBI retiree, Robert Maheu, who introduced him to one of Santos Traficante’s
               subordinates, Johnny Roselli, and offered a budget of $150,000 to arrange for the
               assassination of Fidel Castro.
            

            
            Born Felipo Sacco in Esperia, Roselli immigrated with his parents to the United States
               in 1911 at the age of six and changed his name to Roselli, allegedly because of his
               involvement in a murder in 1922, an event that prompted his move to Chicago and a
               lifelong relationship with organized crime. Two years later he was convicted of bootlegging
               beer, and then he moved on to Los Angeles to be associated with a notorious gangster,
               Jack Dragna. In 1942 he was indicted on racketeering charges and in 1943 he was sentenced
               to 10 years’ imprisonment for manipulating the unions and extorting money from Hollywood
               studios. He was released on parole in 1947 and, describing himself as a movie producer,
               settled in Las Vegas.
            

            
            When the CIA embarked on planning Castro’s assassination, Colonel J. C. King, as chief
               of the Western Hemisphere Division, supervised the entire operation and contracted
               the task out to the mob, who were well represented in Havana and had no love for Castro,
               who had closed all the casinos. Dick Bissell had handed King’s recommendation to Colonel
               Sheffield Edwards, director of the CIA’s Office of Security, and he had offered the
               job to an ex-FBI special agent, Robert A. Maheu, who had been a member of the Special
               Intelligence Service in Europe until its closure in 1947. Since 1954 he had run his
               own private detective business in Las Vegas and had undertaken sensitive missions
               for the CIA, reporting to Edwards’s subordinate, Jim O’Connell, another ex-G-man who
               had worked for the FBI between 1947 and 1951. Maheu and O’Connell offered the Castro
               contract to Roselli, by now a senior lieutenant in Salvatore Giancana’s crime family.
               Additionally, Roselli had associated with Al Capone, Bugsy Seigel, Santo Trafficante,
               and Meyer Lansky and knew his way around Havana.
            

            
            Maheu met Roselli at the Brown Derby restaurant in Beverley Hills in early September
               1960 and, having agreed to participate in a U.S. government–sponsored scheme to get
               rid of Castro, attended a further meeting at the Plaza Hotel in New York with Jim
               O’Connell on 14 September. Two weeks later the trio met again in Miami, with Roselli
               using the alias “John Rawlston,” and at a fourth meeting, held at the Fontainebleau
               Hotel, he introduced O’Connell, alias “Jim Olds,” to two associates, “Sam Gold” and
               “Joe.” Maheu would later recognize both men, from a local newspaper article, as Sal
               Giancana and Santo Trafficante, but he continued to hold numerous meetings with Giancana
               who had agreed to recruit an access agent inside Castro’s entourage in Havana.
            

            
            In discussions between Giancana and Roselli, O’Connell’s request for a gangland-style
               shooting was rejected as too unsafe for the perpetrators, so it was agreed that the
               best method to be adopted would be a lethal pill that could be dropped into a drink
               and allow the culprit enough time to make an escape. Accordingly, Roselli asked O’Connell
               for the tablets, but the first batch provided by the CIA’s TSD were rejected by Edwards
               as they did not dissolve instantly. A second batch, containing botulinum, was tested
               on monkeys and proved to be highly effective, and O’Connell handed them to Roselli
               in February 1961. Later that same month Roselli reported that he had delivered the
               pills to Juan Orta, but that individual had recently lost his access to Castro. A
               second nominee, Antonio de “Tony” Verona, a prominent figure in the Cuban exile community,
               was then recruited to make contact with a cook in one of Castro’s favorite restaurants.
               Verona asked for, and in March received at the Fontainebleau, $50,000 and some communications
               equipment delivered in a car, but his attempt, made in April 1961, failed, so the
               money and the poison capsules were returned.
            

            
            In April 1962 the CIA’s plan to have Verona kill Castro was revived, and Bill Harvey
               asked Edwards to put him in touch with Roselli. In the event, O’Connell introduced
               Roselli to Harvey in Miami, and the mobster was instructed by Harvey to maintain his
               Cuban contacts but drop Maheu and Giancana, who were described as “untrustworthy”
               and “surplus.” O’Connell, Roselli, and Harvey then met for a second time in New York
               on 8/9 April. Ten days later O’Connell gave Harvey a new batch of poison pills, and
               he passed them to Roselli in Miami on 21 April, directing that they should be used
               against Fidel and Raoul Castro and Che Guevara. By way of payment Verona was given
               a truckload of explosives, detonators, rifles, handguns, radios, and a $5,000 boat
               radio, delivered by Harvey, O’Connell, and Ted Shackley to Roselli. The following
               month Roselli reported that Verona had shipped all the matériel to Cuba, and on 21
               June he told Harvey that a three-man team had been sent to the island. At two further
               meetings, on 7 and 11 September, Roselli claimed that he was preparing another three-man
               team to be dispatched on an assignment to penetrate Castro’s bodyguard. Finally, in
               January 1963, Harvey paid Roselli $2,700 for his expenses and then in February closed
               down the entire operation.
            

            
            This marked the conclusion of Roselli’s involvement with the CIA’s assassination plots
               in Cuba, but his criminal career continued. In July 1967 he was convicted of cheating
               dozens of gamblers at the Friars Club in Beverley Hills, and in 1968 he was ordered
               to be deported to Italy on the grounds that he had no right to be in the United States,
               but Italy declined to take him.
            

            
            On 24 June 1975, five days after Sam Giancana was shot dead in his home in Illinois
               he was summoned to Washington, D.C., to give evidence before Senator Frank Church’s
               committee. He was recalled by the same Senate committee in September and in April
               1976 was required to testify before another committee investigating President John F. Kennedy’s assassination.
            

            
            Roselli was last seen at the end of July 1976, and his body was found in an oil drum
               floating off Miami on 8 August. His murder was never solved.
            

            
         

         
         	RUSHDIE, SALMAN

         
         	
            The Anglo-Indian novelist Salman Rushdie was the subject of a fatwa calling for his
               assassination issued by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in February 1989 after the publication
               of his fourth novel, The Satanic Verses. Born a Muslim in June 1947 in Bombay, the son of a Cambridge-educated lawyer, Rushdie
               was regarded by Islamic scholars as an apostate. He achieved success with Midnight’s Children in 1981 but was accused of blasphemy in his references to the Prophet Mohammad.
            

            
             Worldwide protests created a huge controversy, violent demonstrations, and the death
               of the book’s Japanese translator, Hitoshi Igarashi, who was murdered in July 1991
               in his office at the University of Tsukuba, stabbed to death by an unidentified man,
               possibly a Bangladeshi who returned to Dhaka the following day. There were also unsuccessful
               attacks on Rushdie’s Norwegian and Italian translators.
            

            
             To avoid the promised Iranian assassins, Rushdie went into hiding, adopted an alias,
               Joseph Anton, and was assigned a permanent personal protection team by the Metropolitan
               Police.
            

            
             On 3 August 1989 a putative assassin, a 21-year-old Lebanese born in Conakry, Guinea,
               Mustafa Mahmoud Mazeh, was killed in his third-floor room, number 303, in the Beverley
               House Hotel in Sussex Gardens, Paddington, as he assembled a bomb which he intended
               to have delivered to Rushdie. The device detonated prematurely causing extensive damage
               to the building’s third and fourth floors and started a fire that engulfed the roof.
               There were no other casualties in the 18-room terraced property.
            

            
             An MI5 investigation into Mazeh’s background established that he had joined Hezbollah
               and had traveled to Beirut on a French passport acquired in Abidjan from a consular
               official who was later arrested and convicted of selling passport blanks. His arrival
               in Harwich from Holland was on 22 July 1989 when he caught a train to London and checked
               into a budget hotel. A forensic examination of the scene suggested that Mazeh had
               been placing a quantity of RDX high explosive into a book at the time of his death.
               Mazeh’s martyr’s tomb is in Tehran’s Behesht Zahra cemetery. Reportedly he had been
               placed under surveillance by the DST while he was in France.
            

            
         

      


      S

      
      
      
         
         	SADAT, ANWAR

         
         	
            Anwar Sadat was shot dead in Cairo by Islamic Jihad gunmen led by Lieutenant Khalid
               Islambouli on 6 October 1981 while attending a military parade. The assassins had
               stopped their vehicle, alighted to approach the dais where Sadat was giving a salute,
               and killed him and 10 bystanders.
            

            
             One of those present, who had supervised Sadat’s personal security, was Bill Buckley,
               a CIA officer who served at the Cairo station between 1972 and 1978, later abducted
               and murdered by Hezbollah in Beirut in March 1984. All the gunmen were arrested, placed
               on trial, and executed by a firing squad in April 1982.
            

         

         
         	SAINI, SUMEDH SINGH

         
         	
            Sikh separatists Jagroop Singh Bathh and Ghuman Singh plotted to kill the Punjab’s
               deputy inspector-general of police, Sumedh Singh Saini, when he was on a visit to
               Southall, West London, in April 1997. Both men, members of the Babbar Khalsa International
               BKI, a group formed in 1978 to campaign for an independent Khalistan, were at Heathrow
               Airport on the day Saini was expected to fly back to India. They would be convicted
               of terrorism offenses and possession of firearms. In the event, Saini, who survived
               a bomb attack in 1992, joined a flight to Paris and narrowly avoided a potentially
               serious incident.
            

         

         
         	SALAMEH, ALI HASSAN

         
         	
            On 22 January 1979 Yasser Arafat’s director of intelligence, Ali Hassan Salameh, was
               killed by a car bomb that detonated as his Chevrolet drove down Beka Street in Beirut.
               The assassination had been executed by Mossad, for whom Salameh had been a priority
               target since he was first identified, probably incorrectly, as the Black September
               planner responsible for the Munich Olympics atrocity. His developing relationship
               with the CIA through Robert Ames, not as an agent but as a conduit to Palestinian
               leadership, was also viewed in Israel with concern.
            

            
            The explosion, which killed four of the “Red Prince’s” bodyguards and four bystanders,
               and injured a further 18, had been controlled from the balcony of an eighth-floor
               apartment in the Anis Assaf building directly across the road where a 30-year-old
               Briton, Erika Maria Chambers, had been resident for the previous fortnight. A genuine
               graduate of Southampton University’s School of Geography, she had volunteered to work
               in support of a home for refugee children in Lebanon and had traveled on her own legitimate
               passport issued in 1975. Beka Street was just a block away from Salameh’s own apartment
               he shared in Snoubra with his second wife, Georgina Rizk, a former beauty queen. Inevitably,
               Salameh had used the route to the rue Verdun daily and was distinctive in his battered
               Chevrolet station wagon, closely followed by a Land Rover filled with armed men.
            

            
             The car bomb was a Volkswagen, packed with an estimated 100 pounds of RDX military
               high explosive, that had been rented from a local firm, Lenacar, by a British passport
               holder identifying himself as “technical consultant” Peter Hugh Scriver, recently
               arrived from Switzerland staying at the Hotel Mediteranee with an address in Baronsmeade
               Road in Barnes, West London. Both the passport and the identity were false.
            

            
             A third accomplice carried a Canadian passport numbered DS-104277 issued to Ronald
               Kolberg of Vancouver, who was actually a student in Tel Aviv. He had stayed at the
               nearby Royal Garden Hotel but had checked out on the day of the assassination and
               driven in his rented Simca to the Hotel Montemar in Jounieh, north of Beirut.
            

            
             Following the assassination, Chambers, who drove a rented Datsun and was known locally
               as “Penelope,” disappeared, although she left behind her passport, showing her birthday
               to be 10 February 1948, in her abandoned apartment. Her grandfather had been Admiral
               Bertram Chambers.
            

            
             The loss of Salameh had a profound impact on the PLO and, in particular, on Yasser
               Arafat, to whom he had been especially close. At the CIA there was dismay that Ames’s
               long, cautious, but exceptionally valuable cultivation of Salameh had been terminated.
            

         

         
         	SARTAWI, ISSAM

         
         	
            The PLO representative Dr. Issam Sartawi was shot dead in the lobby of the Montechoro
               Hotel on 10 April 1983 in Albufeira, Portugal, by an Abu Nidal gunman who fired five rounds. One bullet wounded Sartawi’s secretary, Anwan Abu Tsah.
            

            
             Born in Acre in 1935 and educated in Baghdad where he qualified as a cardiologist,
               Sartawi worked in Cleveland, Ohio, and joined Fatah in 1967. He helped found the Palestinian
               Red Crescent Society and, based in Paris, became one of Yasser Arafat’s trusted advisers. He was widely considered to be a moderating influence on the
               PLO and was in Portugal to attend a conference of the Socialist International, which
               had been moved from its original meeting place in Sydney due to the objections of
               the host government, headed by Prime Minister Bob Hawke.
            

            
             After the Six-Day War in 1967, in which Sartawi’s brother was killed during an Israeli
               advance in the Jordan Valley, the physician settled in Amman and masterminded an attack
               on a bus at Munich-Riem in February 1970 which was taking passengers to an El Alflight
               destined for London. Three PFLP gunmen armed with grenades killed an engineer, Arye
               Katzenstein, and wounded 23 passengers, including the Israeli actress Hanna Maron.
               Aged 47 and born in Berlin, her leg was amputated. Because Moshe Dayan’s son Assaf
               was among the passengers, the police initially suspected that the incident was an
               assassination attempt.
            

            
             The gunmen were Mohammed Hadidi, aged 28, and Mohammed Hanafi, aged 24, both Jordanians,
               and an Egyptian, Abdul Rahman Saleh, aged 21. They had traveled from Amman to Spain
               and then Paris where they had acquired Italian visas.
            

            
             Sartawi maintained good contacts with the Israeli Labour Party and was an eloquent
               advocate of peace, winning the Kreisky Peace prize in Vienna, an award that Arafat
               demanded he should not accept. On the day of his death, Abu Nidal issued a statement
               claiming, “We implemented the death sentence with Palestinian and Arab bullets in
               Issam Sartawi.” The lone assassin, a 26-year-old traveling on a fake Moroccan passport,
               was Yussef al-Awadi, who was arrested and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for
               possession of forged travel documents.
            

            
             Upon his release al-Awadi returned to Lebanon but resigned from the Fatah Revolutionary
               Council.
            

         

         
         	SCHNEIDER, RENÉ

         
         	
            The commander in chief of the Chilean armed forces, General René Schneider was ambushed
               on 22 October 1970 at a road junction in Santiago and shot three times when he drew
               his gun. He died of his wounds three days later in a military hospital.
            

            
             Schneider had declined to participate in a coup to remove the Marxist presidential
               candidate Salvador Allende and was considered an obstacle to the potential success
               of any attempt. A few days earlier he had narrowly escaped abduction after an official
               dinner, a plot involving retired General Roberto Viaux and General Carrilo Valenzuela.
               whose separate schemes had been financed by the CIA station in Santiago, headed by
               Henry Hecksher, as part of an operation code-named FU/BELT. One of his subordinates
               was a former journalist, David Atlee Phillips, who had worked on a newspaper in Chile
               before he joined the CIA. In Washington, D.C., the covert action, approved by the
               White House and the State Department, was code-named TRACK II and supported with a
               budget of $250,000 supplied to the U.S. military attaché Colonel Paul Wimert.
            

            
            On 16 October 1970 the DDP, Tom Karamessines, cabled Hesksher:

            
               It is firm and continuing policy that Allende should be overthrown by a coup. It would
                  be much preferable to have this transpire prior to 24 October but efforts in this
                  regard will continue vigorously beyond this date. We are to continue to generate maximum
                  pressure toward this end utilizing every appropriate resource. It is imperative that
                  these actions be implemented clandestinely and securely so that the USG and American
                  hand be well hidden. While this imposes upon us a high degree of selectivity in making
                  military contacts and dictates that these contacts be made in the most secure manner
                  it definitely does not preclude contacts such as reported in Santiago 544 which was
                  a masterful piece of work.
               

               
               2. After the most careful consideration it was determined that a Viaux coup attempt
                  carried out by him alone with the forces now at his disposal would fail. Thus, it
                  would be counterproductive to our TRACK TWO objectives. It was decided that CIA get
                  a message to Viaux warning him against precipitate action. In essence our message
                  is to state, “We have reviewed your plans, and based on your information and ours,
                  we come to the conclusion that your plans for a coup at this time cannot succeed.
                  Failing, they may reduce your capabilities for the future. Preserve your assets. We
                  will stay in touch. The time will come when you together with all your other friends
                  can do something. You will continue to have our support.” You are requested to deliver
                  the message to Viaux essentially as noted above. Our objectives are as follows: (A)
                  to advise him of our opinion and discourage him from acting alone; (B) continue to
                  encourage him to amplify his planning; (C) encourage him to join forces with other
                  coup planners so that they may act in concert either before or after 24 October. (N.B.
                  Six gas masks and six CS canisters are being carried to Santiago by special [XXXXX]
                  courier ETD Washington 1100 hours 16 October.)
               

               
               3. There is great and continuing interest in the activities of Tirado, Canales, Valenzuela
                  et al and we wish them optimum good fortune.
               

               
               4. The above is your operating guidance. No other policy guidance you may receive
                  from State or its maximum exponent in Santiago, on his return, are to sway you from
                  your course.
               

               
               5. Please review all your present and possibly new activities to include propaganda,
                  black operations, surfacing of intelligence or disinformation, personal contacts,
                  or anything else your imagination can conjure which will permit you to press forward
                  toward our [XXXXX ] objective in a secure manner.
               

            

            However, having met Viaux and one of his representatives, the CIA assessed his project
               as impractical, with little chance of success, and withdrew its support. Undeterred,
               Viaux opted to proceed, but the plan went awry, leaving Schneider dead, which had
               never been part of the original plan.
            

            
             The Valenzuela alternative, which did receive the CIA’s approval, was supported by
               a delivery on 22 October of four submachine guns, ammunition, and 8 to 10 tear-gas
               grenades, but they were returned to the station unused and played no part in the Viaux
               plot. Indeed, Wimert took them to the coast and threw them into the sea. Later, in
               November, the Viaux plotters asked for financial help, and the CIA handed over $35,000
               “for humanitarian reasons.”
            

            
             Viaux was later convicted of Schneider’s murder and imprisoned. He was released in
               August 1973 and exiled to Paraguay, but he returned to Santiago in 1990 where he died
               in September 2005.
            

         

         
         	SEDOV, LEV

         
         	
            The only surviving son of Leon Trotsky, Lev Sedov knew that he was a target for assassination, having been warned by the
               defector Walter Krivitsky, but he may have been murdered in Paris in February 1938. He had been admitted to
               the private Clinique Mirabeau under the alias of “Leon Martin” on the recommendation
               of his friend Mark Zborowski, a former waiter, when he had developed acute appendicitis
               but, aged 32, he succumbed to an infection and died.
            

            
             It was later established, through frequent references in the VENONA traffic under
               the code name TULIP, and later his own testimony, that Zborowski had been an NKVD
               agent paid to report on Sedov and his father, and that the White Russian who owned
               the clinic also had links to the NKVD. Although Pavel Sudoplatov denied any Soviet involvement in Sedov’s death, the defector Alexander Orlov claimed
               that the clinic was trusted by the Soviets and that he himself had been treated there
               after a car accident.
            

            
             One explanation might be that when Sedov died of peritonitis, his death was claimed
               by the NKVD’s Sergei Spiegelglas as a successful assassination, and he so informed
               Nikolai Yezhov and was not contradicted by the Paris rezident Georgi Kosenki. In these circumstances it is likely that the NKVD subsequently listed
               Sedov as a successful assassination, whereas in fact the post-mortem conclusion was
               more accurate.
            

         

         
         	SEMMELMANN, GEORG

         
         	
            An OGPU agent and former employee of the Handelsvertretung organization, a Soviet
               trading company based in Vienna, Semmelmann threatened to expose links to espionage
               after his dismissal. He was shot dead in Vienna’s Hockegasse by an OGPU agent, Andreas
               Piklovic, who was promptly arrested but then released upon his acquittal in March
               1932. Piklovic, who had been found in possession of a forged Swiss passport naming
               him as “Egon Spielmann,” then returned to Moscow where he died of a lung disease he
               had contracted before his mission.
            

            
             Piklovic would be indentified in November 1931 by an OGPU defector, Georges Agabekov, as a man he had known for 10 years as “Schulman.”
            

         

         
         	SHAFIQ, SHAHRYAR

         
         	
            The 24-year-old nephew of the deposed shah of Iran, Shahryar Shafiq, was shot dead
               outside his mother’s apartment in the rue Pergolese in Paris on 7 December 1979. The
               suspected gunman, reportedly named Boghraie, had fired five 9 mm bullets at point-blank
               range and was never apprehended.
            

         

         
         	SHAH OF IRAN

         
         	
            The shah of Iran was wounded during an assassination attempt on 4 February 1949 when,
               posing as a newspaper photographer, Nasser Fakhrara’ei fired five shots at him at
               point-blank range during a visit to Tehran University. One bullet wounded him in the
               back, and another went through his face.
            

            
            The 30-year-old Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, who had been on the throne since his father’s
               abdication in September 1941, was rushed to the hospital and survived the experience.
            

            
            Nasser Fakhrara’ei, a member of the Tudeh Party who was shot dead at the scene by
               the shah’s bodyguards, was found to be carrying press credentials issued by a newspaper
               owned by Ayatollah Kashani’s son-on-law. Accordingly, the Tudeh Party was banned and
               the ayatollah was arrested and exiled to Lebanon.
            

            
             On 10 April 1961 an Iranian soldier tried to shoot his way into the Marble Palace,
               the royal residence in Tehran, but he was shot dead by guards after he had killed
               two of them.
            

            
             When Vladimir Kuzichkun, a First Chief Directorate Line N officer in the local KGB
               rezidentura in Tehran, defected to the British SIS in June 1982, he disclosed that during the
               previous five years the KGB had sponsored another attempt on the shah’s life, with
               a car bomb, but it had failed to detonate.
            

            
             Deposed in 1979, and in failing health, the shah died in exile in Egypt in July 1980.

         

         
         	SHAQAQI, FATHI

         
         	
            The Islamic Jihad leader Fathi Shaqaqi was shot dead by two Mossad gunmen on a motorcycle
               in Sliema, Malta, on the evening of 26 October 1995 in front of the Diplomat Hotel
               in Sliema. He was hit by six bullets in the head fired by a silenced weapon that had
               been converted not to eject spent cartridges, and his assailants were never traced,
               although the Yamaha motorcycle had been reported stolen earlier the same day.
            

            
             Shaqaqi, who had been traveling back to Damascus under the alias of Dr. Ibrahim Ali
               Shawesh, had just returned from a visit on the ferry to Tripoli to see Muammar Gadhafi
               who had agreed to financially support Islamic Jihad. Trained as a pediatrician in
               Egypt, 45-year-old Shaqaqi had been a Palestinian activist since he graduated from
               Bur Zeit University in Jerusalem in 1970.
            

            
             He had been radicalized while studying medicine in Egypt where he had fallen under
               the influence of Sheikh Omar Abdel-Rahman, one of Islamic Jihad’s founders who was
               executed in 1976 after having been convicted of participating in a conspiracy to assassinate
               President Anwar Sadat. Shaqaqi would become fascinated by the scholarship of Qutb, the cleric who had been
               executed by President Gamal Abdel Nasser in 1966 for plotting an Islamic revolution.
               Shaqaqi later broke with the Muslim Brotherhood and published Khomeini, the Islamic Solution and the Alternative, which was banned in Egypt. He was arrested in 1981 together with Abd al-Aziz Awda
               and five other Palestinian radicals who had created Islamic Jihad in Palestine, and
               in 1985 he was detained by the Israelis in Gaza, where he was running a medical clinic,
               for publishing Islamic Vanguard, but was released the following year. He was arrested again in 1986 and sentenced
               to four years’ imprisonment and then deported to southern Lebanon. Two years later,
               in 1990, he settled in Damascus under the protection of President Hafez al-Assad and
               was responsible for planning numerous suicide bombings in Israel.
            

            
             In September 2011 Shaqaqi’s 20-year-old son Ibrahim Fathi Shaqaqi was reported to
               have been arrested by Syrian security personnel at his home in the Al-Yarmouk refugee
               camp outside Damascus.
            

         

         
         	SHARPLES, SIR RICHARD

         
         	
            Formerly a minister of state in the Foreign Office, Dick Sharples was appointed governor
               of Bermuda in 1972, but in March the following year he was shot dead while strolling
               after dinner in the garden of Government House with his aide-de-camp, Captain Hugh
               Sayers. Both men were shot dead by two intruders, Erskine “Buck” Burrows and Larry
               Tacklin. In September the previous year they had shot the police commissioner, George
               Duckett, outside his home in the parish of Devonshire and wounded his 17-year-old
               daughter, a crime investigated by a series of Scotland Yard officers, Detective Chief
               Superintendent Bill Wright, Detective Inspector Basil Haddrill, and then Commander
               John Morrison and Chief Superintendent Gordon Powell.
            

            
            On 7 April, a month after Sharples was assassinated, the pair robbed a supermarket
               in Hamilton and killed two employees, Victor Rego and Mark Doe, after they had bound
               and gagged them. Finally, Burrows robbed the Bank of Bermuda on 25 September and was
               arrested on 18 October by a detective, John Donald.
            

            
            When arrested, Burrows and Tacklin, who had been living rough, claimed political motives
               and membership of the Black Beret Cadre, supposedly part of the black power movement.
               Weapons found in their possession and hidden in caches across the island linked them
               forensically to all four crimes, and they were hanged in December 1977 at Casemates
               prison. Police suspicions about a third suspect, who fled to Canada and then moved
               to Israel, never resulted in any charges.
            

         

         
         	SIKORSKY, WLADYSLAW

         
         	
            The death of the Polish prime minister of the government-in-exile, General Wladyslaw
               Sikorsky, in an air crash just off Gibraltar on 4 July 1943 prompted widespread rumors,
               fueled by mischievous German radio broadcasts, that he had been assassinated, either
               by Soviet agents who regarded him as an implacable foe, or even by the British government,
               supposedly motivated by his embarrassingly vocal protests over the massacre of Polish
               officers at Katyn which seemed likely to sour relations with the Kremlin.
            

            
             Sikorsky’s aircraft, an RAF B-24 Liberator flown by a Polish pilot, Eduard Prchal,
               plunged into the Mediterranean Sea moments after takeoff as it began a flight back
               to England. The commander-in-chief of the Polish forces had completed a successful
               tour of inspection of his troops across the Middle East, despite warnings of a Soviet
               plot to assassinate him in Cairo, which was scotched by the timely intervention of
               local Special Operations Executive (SOE) personnel.
            

            
             Also killed with the five members of the crew were his daughter Zofia; his chief
               of staff, General Tadeusz Klimecki; two British MPs, Victor Cazalet, his official
               British liaison officer, and Brigadier John Whiteley; Walter Lock of the Ministry
               of Transport; and Harry Pinder, a wireless intercept operator from HMS Nile in Alexandria.
            

            
             Two inquiries, one an MI5 investigation by the local defense security officer, Colonel
               H. G. “Tito” Medlam, and the other by the RAF Air Accident Board, were conducted to
               establish the cause of the crash and took evidence from 27 witnesses, including the
               only survivor, the pilot, who testified that the hydraulic controls had failed to
               respond. No evidence of sabotage was ever found, and both the SIS station commander,
               John Codrington, and his SOE counterpart, Peter Quennell, denied the involvement of
               their respective organizations. Nevertheless, the incident remained controversial
               for many years and attracted numerous conspiracy theories.
            

         

         
         	SINGH, BEANT

         
         	
            The Punjab’s chief minister Beant Singh was killed in Chandigarh by a suicide bomber,
               Dilawar Singh Jaisinghvala, along with 17 others on the evening of 31 August 1995.
               The assassin, Dilawar Singh, was a serving police officer who had conspired with a
               colleague, Constable Balwant Singh Rajoana, who was later arrested and confessed,
               claiming that the plot had been inspired by the Indian government’s attack on the
               Golden Temple in 1984. He was sentenced to hang but was reprieved and given a life
               sentence.
            

         

         
         	SIPYAGIN, DIMITRI

         
         	
            Russia’s minister of the interior Dmitri Sipyagin was shot in the Marlinsky Palace
               in St. Petersburg on 15 April 1902 by a member of the Socialist Revolutionary Party,
               Stepan Balmashov.
            

            
             A radical who had participated in a student strike while at university, Balmashov
               was arrested at the scene, sentenced to death by military tribunal, and hanged in
               May 1902 at the fortress of Shlisselburg.
            

         

         
         	SIRHAN SIRHAN

         
         	
            Born in Jerusalem in March 1944, Sirhan Sirhan was convicted in April 1969 of the
               assassination of presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy on 5 June 1968 with a .22
               revolver. Sirhan was detained at the scene, in the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles,
               and Kennedy died the following day of three bullet wounds. Five bystanders were also
               wounded. At his trial Sirhan was convicted and sentenced to death, but his sentence
               was commuted to life imprisonment.
            

            
             All the evidence suggested that Sirhan had acted alone and was motivated to kill
               Kennedy because of his public commitment to supply Israel with 50 fighter jets. His
               applications for parole have been denied, and he remains in prison in San Diego, California.
            

         

         
         	SKOROPADSKY, DANYLO

         
         	
            The Ukrainian monarchist Danylo Skoropadsky died unexpectedly in London on 23 February
               1958, and it was believed within the émigré community that he had been poisoned, probably
               by the KGB. According to Bogdan Stashinsky, he had been the victim of an experimental air gun developed by the KGB that had
               administered a dose of lethal toxin.
            

         

         
         	SMERSH

         
         	
            A Soviet counter-intelligence organization headed by Viktor Abakumov that existed
               between April 1943 and March 1946, when it was disbanded and absorbed in the MGB’s
               Third Chief Directorate, “Smersh” was the Russian abbreviation of “Smert Spionnen”
               (Death to Spies) and was divided into five administrations: personnel, operations,
               intelligence, investigations, and prosecutions.
            

            
             The organization consisted of killers trained by the NKVD who moved into newly liberated
               areas directly behind the frontline troops to mop up enemy spy rings. The total strength
               of Smersh has been estimated at between 15,000 and 30,000. Their tactics were deadly
               but effective, and although Smersh was disbanded immediately after the war, the Soviets
               retained a group of experienced assassins who were deployed overseas to liquidate
               opponents of the state. Details of the NKVD’s Ninth Section would emerge through the
               testimony of Nikolai Khokhlov in February 1954.
            

         

         
         	SOMOZA, ANASTASIO

         
         	
            The former president of Nicaragua, Anastasio Somoza, was shot dead on 17 September
               1980 by a team of seven Sandinista gunmen outside his home in Asuncion, Paraguay.
            

            
             Somoza, who headed the family dynasty which had dominated politics in Nicaragua since
               1936, had been deposed in July 1979. His older brother Luis had inherited the presidency
               when their father, Anastasio, had been assassinated with a single shot fired by a
               lone gunman, Rigoberto Lopez, in September 1956. A poet, Lopez had shot Somoza in
               Leon, and Somoza died two days later in the hospital in the Panama Canal Zone. Lopez
               died at the scene when Somoza’s bodyguards returned fire.
            

            
             Somoza’s son, who had been living in exile since being refused asylum in the United
               States, had resigned the presidency the day before Managua fell to Sandinista revolutionaries
               who had engaged in a guerrilla war since 1963. He was ambushed in his car, accompanied
               by an adviser and his driver, by a group of commandos code-named REPTILE and led by
               an experienced Argentine Marxist, Enrique Gamaran, who had kept the property under
               surveillance for some weeks. Somoza’s vehicle, a Mercedes sedan, was sprayed with
               gunfire and then destroyed with a Soviet-made rocket-propelled grenade as it left
               his estate in the center of Paraguay’s capital. Gamaran and his accomplices escaped
               the country and continued his political activism in Argentina and then Mexico, where
               he was arrested in 1995 and sentenced to life imprisonment in 1996, but he was released
               with a pardon in May 2003. He died of a heart attack in a Buenos Aires hospital in
               September 2006, aged 64.
            

         

         
         	SORIA, CARMELO

         
         	
            On 16 July 1976 the former Chilean diplomat Carmelo Soria was abducted off a street
               in Santiago, tortured in a house operated by DINA, murdered with sarin gas, and his
               body dumped in a car abandoned in a canal.
            

            
             In his testimony to the FBI after his arrest in 1978, Michael Townley gave an account of Soria’s death and implicated Eugenio Berrios whom he identified
               as a scientist employed to develop and synthesize lethal, untraceable toxins. In 1991
               Berrios fled to Uruguay to avoid arrest over the assassination of Orlando Letelier, but in November 1992 he claimed to have been kidnapped. He was returned to his Uruguayan
               hosts by the police and was never seen again.
            

         

         
         	SPECIAL OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE (SOE)

         
         	
            Created by Winston Churchill’s government in July 1940 under the control of Dr. Hugh
               Dalton MP, SOE was intended to foment resistance in Nazi-occupied territory in Europe,
               but one of the first plans, code-named SAVANNA, proved controversial because the military
               establishment, in particular Air Marshal Sir Charles Portal, disapproved of the tactics
               to be adopted.
            

            
               Early in 1941, SOE received a request from the Air Ministry, which reported that
               a particularly effective Luftwaffe pathfinder unit, Kampfgeschwader 100 (KG 100),
               had been located at an airfield outside Meucon, near Vannes. According to Air Intelligence,
               KG 100 was a specialist unit that had played a key role in guiding the Luftwaffe bombers
               to Coventry the previous November.
            

            
            The scheme was for a team of volunteers from SOE’s Republique Francais Section to
               ambush the German aircrew’s bus on a quiet stretch of road near Meucon, wipe out the
               highly trained pilots and crews, and then withdraw. On that occasion Portal had minuted
               that “there is a vast difference, in ethics, between the time honored operation of
               the dropping of a spy from the air and this entirely new scheme for dropping what
               one can only call assassins.”
            

            
            Five of André Dewavrin’s men, led by Captain George Bergé, were dropped by a Whitley
               on 15 March, but they soon discovered that the Germans had abandoned their bus route
               in favor of individual cars to carry them from Vannes to the airfield. Realizing that
               the plan would now not work, Bergé dispersed his group and arranged to rendezvous
               with a submarine, HMS Tigris, on 4/5 April at Les Sables d’Alene. However, on the appointed night only two of
               the party turned up, and the sea was so rough that Joel Letac had to be left on the
               beach. He eventually reached England via Spain in August, having trekked across the
               Pyrenees.
            

            
            In a subsequent assassination plot, SOE’s Wilfred Carson devised a scheme for the
               elimination of Leopold Werz, the troublesome German consul in neutral Lourenco Marques whose reporting on local
               Allied shipping movements was considered accurate and dangerous. When in May 1943
               Alfredo Manna, an agent run by Werz’s Italian counterpart, Umberto Campini, who operated
               under journalistic cover as the Stefani News Agency correspondent, was abducted, SOE
               prepared to move against Werz. Whereas Manna had been lured to a romantic rendezvous
               in Swaziland with a casino dancer, Anna Levy, and then delivered over the border with
               South Africa into the hands of the police for transfer to England for interrogation,
               SOE proposed to kill Werz with a car bomb, but the offer was declined. See also ; .
            

         

         
         	SPRING OF YOUTH

         
         	
            The code name for a Mossad operation conducted in Beirut on 9 April 1973, SPRING OF
               YOUTH was intended to decapitate the leadership of the PLO, the principal targets
               being Muhammed al-Najjar, Kamal Adwan, and Kamal Nasser.
            

            
             Also known as Abu Youssef, al-Najjar was a Black September figure implicated in the
               1972 Munich massacre. The other pair were senior PLO functionaries, being a chief
               of operations and a member of the PLO executive committee, respectively.
            

            
             The plan called for an assault on their homes in two apartment buildings in Verdun,
               West Beirut, identified during a lengthy period of clandestine surveillance. A team
               of naval commandos drawn from Sayeret Matkal Special Forces was dropped off the Lebanese
               coast by a pair of Israeli missile boats and was met by Mossad personnel who had rented
               three cars. The team assigned the assassinations was led by Ehud Barak and Mossad’s
               future deputy chief, Amiram Levine, both reportedly disguised in women’s clothes.
               Explosives were used to enter the apartments of the three targets who were shot dead,
               and the commandos were then extracted, either by Israeli military helicopters or by
               boat from the arrival beach. Two Israeli soldiers were also killed in the fierce firefight
               that followed the initial infiltration.
            

         

         
         	STACK, SIR LEE

         
         	
            The governor-general of Sudan, Sir Lee Stack, was shot dead on 19 November 1924 while
               being driven through Cairo. Also killed was his driver and an aide.
            

            
             Born in May 1868 and educated at Clifton and Sandhurst, Stack joined the Border Regiment
               in 1888 and served as a staff officer in Crete. He transferred to the Egyptian army
               in 1899 and was appointed director of military intelligence and Sudan agent in 1908.
               He retired in 1910 and worked as the Sudan government’s civil secretary between 1913
               and 1916 before becoming governor-general in 1919. His assassination led to the resignation
               of the Egyptian prime minister, Zaghkoul Pasha, and his replacement by Ziwar Pasha.
            

            
             On 25 August 1925 the seven Egyptians convicted of General Stack’s murder, Abdel
               Hamid Enayat, Dr. Shafiq Manour, 32-year-old Ibraham Moussa, 22-year-old Aly Ibrahim
               Mohammed, Mahmoud Rashed, Mahmoud Ismail, and 22-year-old Ragheb Hassan, were hanged
               in Cairo. The ringleader, Mansour, was a radical lawyer who had twice stood successfully
               for Parliament and had been disowned by his Zaghlulist Party. The entire group was
               betrayed by Mahmoud Saleh, the 45-year-old taxi driver who had driven them away from
               the scene, and he named the Enayat brothers, Abdel Hamid, a 19-year-old teacher, and
               Abdel Fattah, a 22-year-old student. Both men were traced and the police planted an
               informant close to them who persuaded them to flee the country, in the expectation
               that they would take their weapons with them. The pair were arrested on 2 February
               1925 as they boarded a train at Alexandria bound for Mersa Matruh and Libya, and four
               handguns were recovered, one of which, the Colt, would be linked to dozens of other
               crimes.
            

            
            When Enayat, the first to be executed, was led to the scaffold, he confessed to having
               killed 35 Englishmen. Some of the evidence that convicted them consisted of a pioneering
               forensic examination of the dumdum bullets recovered, which were matched by the New
               Zealand scientist Sidney Smith to the individual weapons involved, being a .32 Colt
               automatic, a Mauser automatic, and a .32 Sureté automatic.
            

            
             In May 1926 two of Stack’s alleged assailants, Dr. Ahmed Bey Maher and Nekrachi Bey,
               were acquitted on a charge of complicity to murder. Two other suspects, Shafiq Mansour
               and Mahmoud Nuqrashi, were released without charge. All would later become prominent
               in Egyptian politics.
            

         

         
         	STAMBOLIYSKI, ALEKSANDR

         
         	
            Having been elected prime minister of Bulgaria in March 1920, Aleksandr Stamboliyski
               was the victim of a coup d’état on 14 June 1923. He was seized in his native village
               of Slavitska and murdered soon afterward. Only his head was returned to Sofia by the
               IMRO. The incident inspired Erci Ambler for a scene in his 1939 novel The Mask of Dimitrios.
            

         

         
         	STASHINSKY, BOGDAN

         
         	
            Originally a KGB informer around Lvov where he was brought up, Stashinsky operated
               as a low-level penetration agent targeted against local nationalists, in particular
               the OUN resistance movement. His cover survived until early in 1952 when the murderers
               of the Ukrainian writer Yaroslav Galan were arrested on his tip. Regarded as a traitor
               by the nationalists, Galan was assassinated by members of the OUN cell Stashinsky
               had cultivated, which effectively terminated his future in Lvov.
            

            
            As a consequence of the Galan murder, Stashinsky was sent to Kiev to learn German
               and was subsequently sent to Karlshorst for training as an illegal. There he adopted
               the authentic identity of Josef Lehrmann, a German born in Lukowek, Poland, and until
               January 1956, when he was entrusted with minor tasks in the West, such as mailing
               letters, he built up his legend as a metalworker in Zwickau. On his first assignment
               he traveled to Munich to service a KGB mole, a journalist on the Ukrainian anti-communist
               paper Ukrainski   Samostinik. He held four further meetings with the agent, supplying him with money and messages
               from his wife who was still in the Ukraine, until the strain became too much for the
               agent and he was repatriated in the late autumn of 1956. Stashinsky replaced this
               source by recruiting another on the same newspaper, using a combination of bribery
               and blackmail, for the agent both received cash for his information and was left in
               no doubt that his wife and family in the Ukraine were vulnerable to reprisals.
            

            
            In the spring of 1957 Stashinsky was given a new identity, that of Siegfried Drager
               from Rehbrucke near Potsdam, and, armed with his authentic identity card, was sent
               to Munich to watch Lev Rebet, the exiled Ukrainian nationalist leader. Stashinsky kept his quarry under almost
               continuous surveillance from April until 12 October when, armed with a specially designed
               weapon, he encountered Rebet outside his apartment and sprayed prussic acid into his
               face. By the time Stashinsky returned to Karlshorst, his victim’s body had been found
               and the cause of death declared to be a heart attack.
            

            
            While preparing for his second assassination, that of the OUN leader Stefan Bandera, and under the influence of his German fiancée, Stashinsky began to lose his commitment
               to the cause, but nevertheless he fired a double-barreled gas gun directly into Bandera’s
               face outside his home in Munich on 15 October 1959. Like Rebet, Bandera inhaled a
               lethal dose of prussic acid and died. Once again, Stashinsky returned by train and
               air to Karlshorst and reported the success of the operation to his KGB handler. The
               following month he was summoned to Moscow where he was decorated with the Order of
               the Red Banner by Aleksandr N. Shelepin, the chairman of the KGB.
            

            
            He was also granted permission to marry Inge Pohl, which he did in Berlin in April
               1960. Their baby son was born a year later but died in August, prompting Inge and
               Bogdan to evade their KGB escort and, on the day before the wall was erected, flee
               to West Berlin where they surrendered to German authorities.
            

            
            Stashinsky’s defection in 1961 was allegedly prompted not by his revulsion of his
               murder of the Ukrainian politician Stefan Bandera, whom he killed with an ingenious
               cyanide gas gun in October 1959, but by his love for Inge Pohl, a young German hairdresser
               who persuaded him to surrender to the federal authorities.
            

            
            At his subsequent trial at Karlsruhe in October 1962, Stashinsky confessed to the
               murders of Rebet and Bandera and received a sentence of eight years’ imprisonment,
               but he would be released in 1966 and resettled in Washington, D.C. He then moved to
               Panama, where he remained until October 1968 when, according to his version of events,
               the CIA moved him first to Panama and then to South Africa. In 1970 he returned to
               Moscow and remained there until his retirement when he went to live in Kiev. In November
               2011 Stashinsky claimed that that throughout his mission and his defection, he had
               operated under instructions from the KGB chairman Alexander Shelepin. He also asserted
               that the CIA had come to suspect him of being a double agent.
            

         

         
         	STEDUL, NIKOLA

         
         	
            On 20 October 1988 the émigré Nikola Stedul who campaigned for Croatian independence
               was shot four times by a lone gunman, Vinko Sindicic, as he walked his dog Pasha near
               his home in Kirkcaldy. Six days earlier Sindicic had arrived in England with two accomplices,
               posing as football fans traveling from Zagreb to Glasgow to attend the World Cup match
               at Hampden Park, but his companions had been refused entry by immigration officers.
               Undaunted, Sindicic, who carried a false Swiss passport under the alias of Rudolf
               Lebotsky, picked up two pistols fitted with silencers and ammunition from the Yugoslav
               embassy in London and caught a train to Edinburgh where he checked into a hotel and
               rented an Avis car. The next morning he drove to Glen Lyon Road, shot his victim,
               and then, having discarded his weapons, went straight to the airport to catch the
               shuttle to London, where he was arrested.
            

            
            Stedul, who had worked as a taxi driver and was studying at Dundee University, survived
               the attack which had been intended to silence him as president of the Croatian Movement
               for Statehood, a role that had attracted threats from political opponents and some
               contact with MI5. Officially stateless, he immigrated to Australia where he married
               a Scot, and in 1974 he moved to Fife but was refused British citizenship.
            

            
            Sindiric was convicted of attempted murder in May 1989 and sentenced to 15 years’
               imprisonment. He was released a decade later and then accused of having attempted
               to kill Nikola Stedul in Germany in 1988.
            

            
            Sindicic, who now lives near Milan, had been implicated in several other assassinations,
               including the attempt on the life of Dr. Branko Jelic in Berlin. He was also a suspect
               in the murder of Josip Senic in a Stuttgart hotel in 1972; the shooting of Bruno Busic in Paris in October 1978; and the deaths of Stipe Sevo, his wife Tatjana, and their
               nine-year-old step-daughter Rosemary whose bullet-riddled bodies were found in a car
               abandoned near Venice in Italy, where they had been on vacation.
            

         

         
         	STEIN, LISA

         
         	
            In March 1955 Lisa Stein, a journalist employed by the RIAS broadcast station in Berlin’s
               American sector, survived a box of chocolates laced with scopolamine. According to
               testimony given to a congressional committee on 21 September 1960 by Theodor Hans,
               Stein had been the target for an abduction after the drug, administered by Gerhard
               Beck, an East German from Potsdam whom she trusted, had rendered her unconscious,
               but in the event she was taken to the hospital where she survived.
            

            
             RIAS was considered a priority target for the East German MFS, which harassed the
               staff and arrested people suspected of making contact with the station. In one operation,
               AKTION ENTEN, five of its correspondents were detained on espionage charges, and one,
               Joachim Wiebach, was executed. Beck was one of many taken into custody by the Stasi,
               and in November 1954 he agreed to act as an agent, taking the opportunity to cultivate
               Stein and then copy the contents of a notebook in which she had unwisely listed the
               details of dozens of her interviewees.
            

            
             Following the unsuccessful attack on Stein, 49 of her contacts were arrested in East
               Germany and accused of being in contact with either her or her colleague Franz Siegel.
            

            
             RIAS would be undeterred by the Stasi’s tactics and expanded its operations by establishing
               a transmitter at Hoof, in northern Bavaria, to broadcast into Czechoslovakia and Poland,
               and extending its frequencies to the FM range so as to defeat aggressive East German
               jamming. It began transmitting television in November 1986 and closed down in May
               1992 following the collapse of the Soviet bloc.
            

         

         
         	STERN GANG

         
         	
            Named after Abraham Stern, the Stern Gang was the British term for the “Freedom Fighters
               of Israel” and was considered the most ruthless of the terrorist groups campaigning
               for a Jewish homeland in Palestine during the British Mandate. Stern himself was shot
               by a British police officer while being arrested in February 1942, but his organization,
               led by Avram Yellin and Stern’s sister Hannah, continued to commit atrocities for
               a further six years, among them the assassination of Lord Moyne, the British high commissioner in Cairo, in November 1944.
            

            
            The British regional intelligence organization, SIME, recruited Israel Prizker as
               a source inside the Stern Gang, but he was murdered when he came under suspicion as
               an informant.
            

            
            Another Stern Gang victim was Superintendent Albert Conquest, who was shot dead in
               a Haifa street in April 1947 by two gunmen in a taxi. Neither was caught. Rex Farran
               was killed in May 1948 by a letter bomb meant for his brother Roy. The UN ambassador
               Count Folke Bernadotte was assassinated in Jerusalem on 17 September 1948 by four
               gunmen who ambushed his vehicle and also killed a UN observer, Colonel André Serot.
               None of the four were ever charged, but Yehoshua Cohen was identified after Israel’s
               statute of limitations had expired, together with Yitzhak Ben Moshe and Avraham Steinberg.
               Cohen had been the planner responsible for plotting the murder of Lord Moyne and the
               selection and training of his assassins, Eliyahu Bet-Zuri and Eliyahu Hakim. Cohen
               was arrested by the British for his involvement in an attempt on the life of the British
               high commissioner in Palestine, Sir Harold MacMichael, in 1944, but he was released
               from detention in July 1946. Cohen died of a heart attack in August 1986.
            

         

         
         	STEUNENBERG, FRANK

         
         	
            The governor of Ohio, Frank Steunenberg, was killed on 30 December 1905 by a dynamite
               bomb planted by Harry Orchard near the gate of his home in Caldwell’s Dearborn Street.
               A former miner, Orchard was arrested by a Pinkerton detective, James McParland, and
               signed a lengthy confession in which he implicated his union, the Western Federation
               of Miners. Although the union membership was charged with the crime, it was acquitted,
               but Orchard was convicted and condemned to death, a sentence subsequently commuted
               to life imprisonment, and he died in prison in April 1954, aged 88.
            

         

         
         	STOLYPIN, PYOTR

         
         	
            The Russian prime minister, Pyotr Stolypin, was shot twice during a visit to the opera
               in Kiev on 14 September 1911 by a lone gunman, Dmitri Bogrov. At the end of the second
               act of Rimsky-Korsakov’s The Tale of the Tsar Saltan, Stolypin was mortally wounded and died three days later.
            

            
            The incident occurred in front of the Kiev Opera House’s royal box, which was occupied
               by Tsar Nicholas II and his two eldest daughters, the Grand Duchesses Olga and Tatiana,
               who witnessed the shooting.
            

            
            The assassin, a 24-year-old revolutionary, was convicted by a military tribunal and
               hanged on 24 September in the fortress of Lysa Hora. His precise motives remain unclear
               because after his execution it was revealed that for the past five years Bogrov had
               been a paid informant for the Ochrana, an organization that had opposed some of Stolypin’s
               policies.
            

         

         
         	STRAY DOGS

         
         	
            In February 1980 the newly installed regime in Libya, headed by Muammar Gadhafi, announced
               in the newspaper Green March a campaign against “stray dogs,” his description of political opponents overseas.
               There followed a series of murders. Libyan businessman Mohamed Salem Rtemi is shot
               dead in Rome; the BBC Arabic Service announcer Mohammed Mustafa Ramadan is shot dead
               outside Regent’s Park mosque by Ben Hassan Muhammad al-Masri and Nagib Mufta Gasmi;
               Abdul Gelie Aref is shot dead in Rome by Yousef Msallata Vidha; Libyan businessman
               Abdulateef el-Muntaser is killed in Beirut; Libyan lawyer Mahmoud Nafa is shot dead
               in Ennismore Gardens Mews, London, by Mabrook Ali Mohammed al-Gidal; Abdallah Mohamed
               el-Kazmi is shot dead in Rome’s railway station; a former Libyan diplomat, Omran Mehdavi,
               is shot dead in a Bonn shopping center; Libyan dissident Fouad Buohjar is stabbed
               to death in a Rome hotel; Former army officer Abubakr Abdelrahman el-Kimyas is killed
               at his home in Athens; Libyan businessman Izzedin el-Hederey is killed in Rome; shots
               miss Salem Mohamed Fezzani in Rome; Professor Tufik Rushi is murdered by Iraqi agents
               in Aden; Libya’s ambassador in London, Moussa Kusa, is expelled; Azedin Lanhderi is
               shot dead in Milan; Mohamed Saad Bijet is shot and wounded in Rome; Libyan émigré
               Faisal Zaggalai survives two shots to his head in Fort Collins, Colorado, fired by
               a hit man, Eugene Tafoya; Manchester University student Ahmed Burghia is stabbed to
               death; Libyan student Nabil Abuzed Mansour is shot dead at Weber State College, Utah;
               Libyan espionage suspect Salih Abu Frowah is killed in Romania; Libyan dissident Salih
               Abu Zeyd Elshteet is killed in Athens by Volcano’s Mansour al Saber; two Libyan dental
               students; Attiah el-Falta and Abdel el-Zawi, are shot dead in their Athens apartment;
               a plot by Volcano to assassinate former Libyan prime minister Abdul Hamid Bakkush in Cairo is foiled; a Libyan businessman, Ahmed Rafiq al-Barrani, is shot dead in
               his office in Nicosia; a former Libyan police officer, Gibril Denali, is shot dead
               in Cathedral Square, Bonn; a Libyan exile, Mahmood Buzo, is killed in Paris; a Libyan
               engineer, Dr. Gheith el-Tarhouni, is murdered while on the hajj pilgrimage in Jeddah;
               a plot by three Libyans, Hamuda Daghdugh, Urabi Mohammed Fitouri, and Musbah Mammoud
               Werfalli to assassinate the U.S. ambassador in Rome, Maxwell Rabb, is foiled; a Libyan
               student, Mustafa Meylud el-Sweyhli, is murdered in Madrid; a Libyan businessman, Hussein
               el-Nimr el-Rafadi, is murdered in Poland; former Libyan ambassador Ezzedin Ghadamsi
               survives five bullets in Vienna; a former Libyan diplomat, Mohamed Ashur, is shot
               dead in a west Berlin park; a Libyan businessman, Mohamed Ashur Fheyma, is shot dead
               in Athens; a Libyan oil company executive, Mohamed el-Muthnani, is killed in Malta;
               the Palestinian cartoonist Naji Salim al-Ali is shot dead in Chelsea; and a Libyan
               businessman, Yousef Salih Kherbigh, is shot dead in a Rome street by Omar Mabrouk
               al-Ghammudi and Ali Tharauni Ramadan after he had been pointed out by Jabir Zaghdud.
               The scale of the state-sponsored attacks diminished in November 1981 when the US Secretary
               of State Alexander Haig publicly named Gadhafi as bearing personal responsibility
               for a failed attempt to shoot the US chargé d’affaires, Christian Chapman, in Paris.
            

         

         
         	SUDOPLATOV, PAVEL

         
         	
            One of the most sinister of Stalin’s henchmen, Pavel A. Sudoplatov, was the NKVD officer
               placed in charge of what were euphemistically termed “special tasks” at the height
               of the purges. Always loyal to Lavrenti Beria, he narrowly escaped the wave of arrests
               that decimated the Foreign Department’s leadership, and in his memoirs he recalled
               the day in March 1939 when he was summoned to the Kremlin to meet Stalin.
            

            
             Recruited into the Cheka in 1921 at the age of 14, Sudoplatov was a career intelligence
               officer who in May 1938 assassinated the exiled Ukrainian nationalist Evgenni Konovalets in Rotterdam by handing him a bomb concealed in a box of chocolates. The plot was
               two years in preparation so as to enable Sudoplatov, posing as a ship’s radio operator,
               to become acquainted with his target and gain his trust.
            

            
            After Konovalets’s organization had been successfully penetrated and he had been blown
               to pieces, his assassin traveled by rail to Spain where he served with the republican
               forces before returning to Moscow for a promotion to the post of deputy chief of the
               NKVD’s foreign department. One of his first assignments was the murder of Leon Trotsky, code-named Operation DUCK, which was successfully undertaken in Mexico in August 1940.
            

            
             During the war Sudoplatov was responsible for the creation, training, and deployment
               of a large number of partisans to operate behind the German lines, but in his controversial
               autobiography Special Tasks, published in 1994, two years before his death at the age of 89, he claimed to have
               masterminded Beria’s joint GRU and NKVD plan to penetrate the Manhattan Project and
               steal the secrets of the Anglo-American atomic development program. His version of
               events, as dictated to his son, has been hotly contested by analysts who doubt his
               identification of several prominent physicists, such as Leo Szilrad, Enrico Fermi,
               and J. Robert Oppenheimer, as having engaged in espionage for the Soviets.
            

            
            Sudoplatov was arrested in August 1953, after Stalin had died, Beria had been thrown
               into prison at the end of June, and Nikita Khrushchev had supervised a new wave of
               terror that swept through the Dzerzhinsky Square headquarters. He was finally sentenced
               to 15 years’ imprisonment in 1955, accused of having been one of Beria’s principal
               accomplices, and was not released until August 1968 following appeals to the Kremlin
               from many of his old friends and colleagues, whereupon he embarked on a novelist’s
               career, using the pseudonym Anatoli Andreev. His requests for political rehabilitation
               were unsuccessful until December 1991 when the evidence upon which Sudoplatov had
               been convicted was declared bogus and, after nearly 40 years, Sudoplatov was suddenly
               free to give his version of the terrible events he had participated in, and much of
               what he had to say concerned his involvement in Operation DUCK.
            

         

         
         	SUKARNO, PRESIDENT

         
         	
            President Sukarno of Indonesia survived an assassination plot on 30 November 1957
               when a grenade was thrown at him as he visited a school in Cikini, in the center of
               Jakarta, that killed six children. Sukarno escaped untouched, and the plotters were
               identified as the Daril Islam group, a radical sect headed by Sekarmadji Maridjan
               Kartoswirjo. Forced to retreat to the jungle, the organization continued a guerrilla
               war until May 1962 when a second attempt was made on Sukarno’s life.
            

            
             Kartoswirjo was eventually caught in June 1962 and was persuaded to order his adherents
               to surrender. He was charged with rebellion and attempted assassination and was executed
               by a firing squad on 5 September 1962. Sukarno maintained his grip on power until
               January 1967 when he was placed under house arrest, and he died in June 1970, aged
               69, of kidney failure.
            

         

         
         	SULIEMAN, MOHAMMED

         
         	
            On 1 August 2008, 49-year-old General Mohammed Sulieman, a senior military adviser
               to President Bashar al-Assad, was shot dead with a sniper’s bullet to his head while
               dining at his beachfront home at Rimal al Zanabiyeh near Tartous.
            

            
             According to a U.S. NSA document leaked by the renegade contractor Edward Snowden,
               the U.S. embassy in Damascus reported on 18 April 2009 that there were suspicions,
               derived from sensitive signals intelligence sources, that Sulieman, who was thought
               “to have managed special projects for Assad, some of which may have been unknown to
               the broader Syrian military leadership,” had been the victim of an Israeli naval special
               forces operating offshore from a private yacht.
            

            
             Sulieman was known to Western intelligence agencies as the intermediary who had negotiated
               with the International Atomic Energy Authority over the undeclared Al-Kibar nuclear
               facility at Deir al-Zour that was destroyed in September 2007 by Israeli bombers during
               Operation ORCHARD. He was also regarded as the Syrian link in Hezbollah’s arms supply
               chain.
            

            
             After his death, a search of another of Sulieman’s homes in the mountains revealed
               a cache of $80 million in currency in the basement, a discovery that allegedly had
               left Assad “devastated.” An investigation conducted by the Syrian security apparatus
               implicated a Lebanese, Ali al-Harrah, who was accused of having spied for Israel since
               his recruitment in 1983 and of having conducted a reconnaissance of Sulieman’s house.
               Harrah and his brother Yusuf, both based in Maraj, were accused of reporting on Hezbollah
               to their handlers over a satphone and traveling across the border at Masnaa to undertake
               missions in Syria, for which they had been paid some $300,000. Under interrogation
               he also admitted to having surveyed the Kafr Soussa district in Damascus in anticipation
               of Imad Mughniyeh’s assassination. According to his dossier, Jarrah had ostensibly impeccable political
               and family credentials and was a cousin of Ziad Jarrah, a pilot and one of the four
               AQ hijackers of United Flight 93 on 9/11 which crashed in Pennsylvania.
            

         

         
         	SUNSHINE

         
         	
            In 1959 the SIS was instructed to find and kill Colonel George Grivas, the EOKA terrorist
               leader in Cyprus who was regarded as the most significant remaining obstacle to negotiating
               a political settlement of the continuing emergency and the campaign for independence.
               Born in Cyprus, Grivas had acquired partisan skills during the war in Greece during
               the German occupation, and during the civil war he had developed a ruthless reputation
               by establishing and managing an anti-communist guerrilla campaign. MI5’s information
               about Grivas suggested that he was a formidable adversary and the architect of “Death
               to Traitors,” the systematic intimidation and assassination of Greek Cypriot and British
               policemen and their informants. Many were betrayed by a network headed by Polycarpos
               Georgadjus, which penetrated the police and even recruited a mole, Sergeant George
               Lagoudontis, in the Special Branch. The EOKA offensive’s first victims were three
               Special Branch officers who were killed during the summer, among them Herodotus Poullis,
               shot dead while keeping watch on a Communist Party rally on 28 August. His 22-year-old
               killer, Michalis Karaolis, would be hanged in Nicosia on 10 May 1956, the first EOKA
               assassin to be executed. His accomplices, Yiannis Ioannou and Andreas Panayioyou,
               escaped.
            

            
            On 28 September 1956 three British police officers in plain clothes had been attacked
               in Nicosia’s Ledra Street. Sergeant William Webb was shot in the back five times and
               survived, but Hugh Carter and Cyril Thorogood died. The three EOKA gunmen had been
               led by Nicos Sampson, a Times of Cyprus photojournalist and Grivas’s deputy, who was arrested in January 1957, acquitted
               of murder but convicted of weapons possession and condemned to death. His sentence
               was commuted to life imprisonment.
            

            
             MI5’s psychological profile of Grivas, assembled by the director of E Branch, Bill
               Magan, dated 11 March 1959, ran to 57 pages and included every scrap of information
               accumulated about the elusive terrorist over the previous five years.
            

            
            In August 1958 Sergeant Reginald Hammond of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps was shot
               dead by a 17-year-old mechanic, Andreas Youkomi, as he walked with his daughter through
               a Nicosia suburb. Among EOKA’s other victims had been Catherine Cutliffe, the wife
               of a British army officer who was shot dead while shopping with her daughter in Famagusta
               in October 1958. Her companion, Elfreide Robinson, had been badly wounded in the attack,
               and during that month the violence reached a crescendo with a further 45 killed and
               370 injured.
            

            
             On 20 December 1958 two RAF airmen based at the Government Communications Headquarters
               (GCHQ) intercept station at Ayios Nikolais, Alan Scaife and Thomas Boaden, were killed
               when their water tanker was destroyed by a land mine near Galinoporni.
            

            
            The requirement caused a practical problem for SIS which possessed neither the means
               nor the personnel to deal with the matter, although an SIS officer with the appropriate
               wartime experience, Stephen Hastings, volunteered to participate in the operation
               code-named SUNSHINE. The EOKA leader had eluded the local Special Branch for the past
               three years, leading to well-founded suspicion that the headquarters organization
               had been penetrated by sympathizers to the cause of Enosis, or union with Greece.
               Accordingly, the security intelligence structure on the island was placed in British
               hands, with two experienced Colonial Special Branch officers, Bill Robinson and Jack
               Prendergast, installed in Nicosia, and MI5’s Bill Magan and Philip Kirby-Green acting
               as security adviser and security liaison officer, respectively. Their research into
               EOKA was boosted in March 1947 when one of EOKA’s leadership, Gregory Afxentiou, was
               traced to his cave near the Machairas Monastery in the Troodos Mountains and killed.
            

            
             The SUNSHINE plan called for MI5 to identify Grivas’s hideout and then call in the
               army, headed by General Kenneth Darling, and Hastings to complete the operation by
               establishing a cordon around the site and then deploy a sniper to pick off the target.
               Technical surveillance on Grivas’s communications suggested that he was holed up somewhere
               near the hill villages of Polodhia or Yerasa, both close to the EOKA stronghold of
               Limassol, and on the evening of 17 February the foreign secretary, Selwyn Lloyd, was
               informed that Grivas had been cornered and was about to be flushed out. This news
               reached London at a sensitive moment, just when the Lancaster House talks with the
               Greek foreign minister Evangelos Averoff were about to reach a satisfactory compromise.
               Discreetly, Macmillan sounded out Averoff on his likely reaction to Grivas’s death
               and was informed that such an eventuality would negate any prospect of settlement,
               so General Darling was instructed to cancel SUNSHINE.
            

            
             In March 1960, as part of the independence agreement, Grivas emerged from his hiding
               place and was flown to Greece, but he returned in August 1971 to continue the EOKA
               campaign, and he died, aged 75, in Limassol of heart failure in January 1974. His
               deputy, Nicos Sampson, was released from Wormwood Scrubs prison in England in 1959
               and in the 1974 coup was appointed president of the Republic of Cyprus. He died of
               cancer in May 2001, aged 65. Stephen Hastings resigned from SIS in 1960 and was elected
               to the House of Commons. He died in January 2005.
            

         

         
         	SYKES, SIR RICHARD

         
         	
            The 58-year-old British ambassador in The Hague was shot dead with his 19-year-old
               Dutch valet, Karel Straub, on the morning of 22 March 1979 by two Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) gunmen on the steps of the official residence as the pair left for the short
               drive to the embassy in a Rolls-Royce. The ambassador’s chauffeur, Jack Wilson, rushed
               Sykes and Straub to the hospital where they died of their wounds. Both gunmen escaped,
               and no charges were ever brought, although two PIRA fugitives, Vincent Ford and Michael
               O. Plunkett, were considered likely suspects.
            

            
             Prior to his posting to the Netherlands, Sykes had completed an internal report for
               the Foreign Office on personnel security in the aftermath of the 1977 murder of Christopher Ewart-Biggs in Dublin.
            

         

      


      T

      
      
      
         
         	TALAAT PASHA, MEHMET

         
         	
            The grand vizier of the Ottoman Empire, Talaat Pasha fled Constantinople on 3 November
               1918 aboard a German submarine from the Cattaro U-boat flotilla which carried him
               to Germany, but in July 1919 he was sentenced to death in absentia. On 15 March 1921
               he was shot dead with a single 8 mm bullet fired into his neck by a Luger PO8 as he
               emerged from his apartment in Berlin, Hardenbergstrasse 4. His assassin, arrested
               at the scene, was Soghomon Tehlirian, a 25-year-old Armenian engineering student from
               Erzum, who was acquitted at his trial on the grounds of his insanity, a condition
               brought on by the Armenian genocide for which Talaat was held responsible. During
               his exile in Germany, Talaat had adopted the alias Ali Sai.
            

            
             After his release, Tehlirian, who had been a member of the secret Armenian group
               known as NEMESIS, moved to Serbia, where he married, and then settled in Belgium.
               In 1945 he and his wife immigrated to San Francisco, where he died in 1960.
            

            
         

         
         	TEGART, CHARLES

         
         	
            Born in Londonderry in 1881 and educated at Trinity College, Dublin, Charles Tegart
               joined the Calcutta police in 1901 and rose to head the Criminal Investigation Department.
               He recommended the creation of a local Special Branch, was appointed deputy inspector-general
               (Intelligence) and then commissioner, and for 30 years concentrated on the suppression
               of Indian nationalism, which made him a target for assassination on numerous occasions.
               On 12 January 1924 a local British business manager, Ernest Day, was shot dead by
               a revolutionary, Gopinth Saha, in a case of mistaken identity. Saha was convicted
               of murder and hanged in March 1924. On 25 August 1930 another Bengali fanatic threw
               a grenade into Tegart’s open vehicle in Dalhousie Square, but he was uninjured and
               shot his assailant dead. Undeterred by these experiences, Tegart continued to drive
               through Calcutta with his faithful Staffordshire bull terrier sitting on the car’s
               hood. He also kept an unexploded improvised bomb on his desk as a paperweight and
               was bemused when, during a fit of rage, he threw the device at his study wall and
               it detonated.
            

            
             Tegart learned many of his undercover skills from a Bengali bhadralok, Deputy Superintendent Basanta Kumar Chatterjee, who also escaped several attempts
               on his life but was killed while cycling home in 1916. His death deeply affected Tegart,
               who adopted his son Suren, who later joined the police and in 1946 was appointed Calcutta’s
               police commissioner.
            

            
             Soon after he was knighted in 1937, Tegart was sent to Palestine to advise on internal
               security measures and advocated the construction of a series of heavily fortified
               police stations and border posts which became known as Tegart forts. He also supervised
               the installation of barbed-wire fences to inhibit the infiltration of Arab terrorists
               from Syria and Lebanon. The last attempt on his life occurred on 31 December 1938.
            

            
            Upon his return from Palestine in 1939 he was sent on a mission to Dublin by the SIS
               to investigate suspected Nazi links with the IRA, and his alarmist report suggested
               that more than a thousand German agents had been landed by U-boats in the republic
               where they were engaged in the construction of clandestine airstrips for the Luftwaffe.
               In 1942 Tegart was employed by the Ministry of Food to investigate the black market,
               and he died on April 1946, having bequeathed his papers to St. Antony’s College, Oxford.
               His biography, Tegart of the Indian Police, by MI5’s John Court “Jack” Curry, was released in 1960, with another, Charles Tegart, published in 2012 by Jesse Russell and Ronald Cohn.
            

            
             During World War I Tegart had flown in France with the Royal Flying Corps, and between
               July and November 1920 he had served in Ireland on a temporary detachment from Indian
               Police Intelligence in London, earning a reputation as an expert on counter-terrorism.
               Lord Lytton, when governor of Begal, had described his putative Indian assassins as
               misguided, asserting that “for all we know he is a Sinn Feiner at heart.”
            

            
         

         
         	THATCHER, MARGARET

         
         	
            The Provisional Irish Republican Army’s (PIRA) plan to bomb the Grand Hotel in Brighton was based on the certainty that
               Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher would be sure to address the annual Conservative
               Party conference scheduled to be held in the town in October 1984.
            

            
             The plan to assassinate Mrs. Thatcher was hatched by two experienced PIRA members,
               Gerard McDonnell and Pat McGee. A month earlier, over the weekend of 15 September,
               McGee had checked into room 628 under the alias Roy Walsh and had installed a large
               bomb composed of 20 pounds of Frangex, a commercial gelignite, attached to a timer
               designed for use with videocassette recorders, in the bathroom paneling.
            

            
             Born in Belfast, McGee had moved as a child to Norwich where he was convicted of
               theft and sent to an approved school. He returned to Belfast aged 18 in 1971 and joined
               PIRA. His fingerprints were on file, and when the police checked the registration
               cards for previous occupants of room 628 a match was made. He was arrested, by chance,
               in Glasgow in June 1985 with McDonnell, unaware that he had been identified as the
               Brighton bomber. Their safe house had been unwittingly compromised by Peter Sherry,
               a PIRA member and convicted armed robber from Belfast who was under Special Branch
               surveillance when he traveled to Scotland, following a tip from the RUC.
            

            
             When the bomb detonated, some of the hotel structure collapsed, killing five people
               (Sir Anthony Berry MP, Eric Taylor, Anne Wakeham, Muriel McLean, and Jeanne Shatlock)
               and injuring 31.
            

            
         

         
         	THINNI, ABDULLAH AL-

         
         	
            In May 2015 the Libyan prime minister Abdullah al-Thinni survived an attempt on his
               life as he was being driven from the temporary Parliament building in Tobruk’s naval
               base to his compound in Badya. His car was hit by bullets which wounded one of his
               bodyguards, and the gunmen, firing from five vehicles, were presumed to be members
               of a local militia who earlier had attacked the Parliament and were probably supporters
               of the rival parallel administration in Tripoli.
            

            
             Following the fall of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s government in October 2011, the country
               had descended into a chaotic, political vacuum in which the two provinces had adopted
               separate regimes of varying legitimacy.
            

            
         

         
         	TOWNLEY, MICHAEL

         
         	
            A self-confessed assassin, Michael Townley was extradited to the United States in
               April 1978 in a plea bargain that resulted in his imprisonment for 62 months. Having
               been convicted of the murder of Orlando Letelier, his appearance as a prosecution witness in other cases, and received immunity from
               charges relating to other offenses committed in the United States.
            

            
             Born in 1942 in Iowa, Townley was brought up in Chile where his father headed the
               local Ford Motor Company business. In 1961 he married a Chilean socialist, Mariana
               Callejas, who tuned out to be an informer for the local security apparatus.
            

            
             After an unsuccessful job with Bernie Cornfeld’s International Overseas Services,
               Townley returned to Santiago, and after the 1973 military coup he was recruited by
               the DINA, then headed by General Manuel Contreras. Townley’s principal contact with
               DINA was the organization’s director of operations, Colonel Pedro Espinoza. Allegedly
               Townley and his wife were also implicated in the assassination of Carlos Prats in September 1974 and the wounding of Bernardo Leighton in September 1975.
            

            
             Townley was flown back to the United States from Santiago by the FBI in February
               1978 and entered into a plea bargain in April, accepting a prison sentence of 10 years.
               He served 62 months and then was released into the federal witness protection program.
               According to his version of events, he had crawled under Letelier’s car when it was
               parked outside his house to place a bomb which had been constructed by Alvin Ross
               in a New York motel using explosives flown into the United States by a Chilean airliner.
               The device had been detonated by Suarez and Paz who had followed at a distance.
            

            
             In 1993 Townley was flown back to Chile to give evidence against Contreras and Espinoza
               who were convicted of conspiracy to murder and sentenced to seven and six years’ imprisonment,
               respectively. Contreras completed his sentence in January 2001 and was released, only
               to be rearrested and convicted of numerous other crimes, including complicity in the
               murder of Carlos Prats. He received a further 500 years and died of kidney failure
               in a military hospital in August 2015.
            

            
         

         
         	TROTSKY, LEON

         
         	
            Having broken with Josef Stalin, Leon Trotsky was aware that he had made himself a
               candidate for assassination, and he took some precautions to protect himself while
               living in exile in a compound in Mexico City surrounded by bodyguards. An assault
               on his villa by gunmen directed by the painter David Siqueiros, a founder of Mexico’s
               Communist Party, was beaten off on 24 May 1940, but three months later, on 20 August
               1940, while working at his desk, he was struck on the back of the head with an ice
               pick wielded by a 27-year-old NKVD agent, Ramon Mercader, who had succeeded in penetrating
               his entourage. Mercader was detained at the scene while Trotsky was removed to a hospital
               where he died of his injuries the following day. At his trial Mercader refused to
               reveal his true identity or nationality and was given a life sentence. Almost as soon
               as he was convicted the NKVD planned his escape, but he remained in prison for 20
               years before he was released and deported to Cuba. He then moved to Moscow in 1961
               and died in Cuba in 1978. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	TRUJILLO, RAFAEL

         
         	
            General Rafael Trujillo was shot dead in the Dominican Republic on the evening of
               30 May 1961 when the limousine in which he was being driven to his home was ambushed
               on a road near San Cristobal by a group of seven armed political opponents, among
               them Antonio de la Maza, Amado García Guerrero, and Generals Juan Tomás Díaz and Antonio
               Imbert Barrera. All but Imbert were quickly rounded up by the Servicio de Inteligencia
               Miliyar and executed.
            

            
             Trujillo had exercised absolute power across the country for 31 years, but he reached
               the limit when on 24 June 1960 he sponsored an attempt on the life of President Romulo
               Betancourt in Caracas with a remotely controlled car bomb consisting of 50 pounds
               of ammonium nitrate explosives packed into two suitcases. The massive device detonated
               as Betancourt’s car drove past on one of the capital’s main streets, driving to a
               military parade. Betancourt was badly burned in the attack, which killed his aide-de-camp
               and mortally wounded his chauffeur, but he survived.
            

            
             By August 1960, President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration had decided to support
               Trujillo’s opposition, and the U.S. State Department made contact with dissidents
               seeking to overthrow the dictator. One approach, to the ambassador, was a request
               for some rifles equipped with telescopic sights, and this was passed on to the CIA
               with permission to airdrop 12 rifles and 500 rounds of ammunition, but the delivery
               was never made because the group opted to plan an invasion from Venezuela. When that
               scheme fell through, the CIA received a new request for 200 rifles and on 3 October
               drafted a plan:
            

            
            
               a. Delivery of approximately 300 rifles and pistols, together with ammunition and
                  a supply of grenades, to secure cache on the South shore of the island, about 14 miles
                  East of Ciudad Trujillo.
               

               
               b. Delivery to the same cache described above, of an electronic detonating device
                  with remote control features, which could be planted by the dissidents in such manner
                  as to eliminate certain key Trujillo henchmen. This might necessitate training and
                  introducing into the country by illegal entry, a trained technician to set the bomb
                  and detonator.
               

               
            

            In January 1961, when President John F. Kennedy took office and inherited the CIA’s activities, the dissidents had made numerous
               requests, all of which had been logged:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ex-FBI agents who would plan and execute the death of Trujillo.

                  
               

               
               	
                  Cameras and other items that could be used to fire projectiles.

                  
               

               
               	
                  A slow-working chemical that could be rubbed on the palm of one’s hand and transferred
                     to Trujillo in a handshake, causing delayed lethal results.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  Silencers for rifles that could kill from a distance of several miles.

                  
               

               
            

            
            Other proposals included poisoning Trujillo’s food or medicines, ambushing his limousine,
               and attacking him with guns and grenades. In February 1961 the CIA received a scheme
               involving a powerful bomb on the known route of Trujillo’s evening stroll, detonated
               remotely. In March the CIA was asked for fragmentation grenades “for use during the
               next week or so” and was quickly followed by a shopping list of 50 fragmentation grenades,
               five rapid-fire weapons, and 10 64 mm anti-tank rockets.
            

            
            None of these demands were met, but quite separately three .38 Smith & Wesson revolvers
               were sent to the Santo Domingo CIA station in the diplomatic pouch.
            

            
             On 26 March 1961, the CIA station, now headed by the deputy chief of mission Henry
               Dearborn because of the withdrawal of the embassy and most of the station personnel,
               asked for permission to pass to the dissidents three .30 caliber M-1 carbines which
               had been left behind in the consulate when diplomatic ties were severed in August
               1960. The CIA agreed to the request and they were delivered on 7 April, but one would
               fall into the hands of Antonio de la Maza.
            

            
             In the middle of February 1961, the Kennedy White House asked for a briefing on the
               situation in the Dominican Republic, and a memorandum was drafted by Dick Bissell
               describing the current policy of supporting the dissidents, but not giving them the
               machine guns and other matériel requested to arm 300 men until they had “developed
               the capability to receive them.” The machine guns reached the consulate on 19 April
               but went no further, not least because of the Bay of Pigs debacle in Cuba. The response
               from President Kennedy was summarized by the Church Committee report:
            

            
            
               The day before Trujillo’s assassination, Dearborn received a cable of instructions
                  and guidance from President Kennedy. The cable advised that the United States must
                  not run the risk of association with political assassination, since the United States,
                  as a matter of general policy, could not condone assassination. The cable further
                  advised Dearborn to continue to hold open offers of material assistance to the dissidents
                  and to advise them of United States support for them if they were successful in overthrowing
                  the Trujillo government. The cable also reconfirmed the decision not to pass the machine
                  guns.
               

               
            

            The station reported on 25 April that Antonio de la Maza intended to kill Trujillo
               between 29 April and 2 May and that the three carbines would be used, together with
               some shotguns and small arms. At this point Dearborn was instructed to dissuade the
               plotters, but it was too late and they refused.
            

            
            As soon as the assassins struck, Consul-General Dearborn was called back to Washington,
               together with the remainder of the CIA station, having destroyed everything in the
               building that linked the organization to the gunmen. Meanwhile, President Kennedy,
               who was in Paris, was given the news and would later express frustration that the
               absence of a local CIA station meant he could not receive accurate reports of any
               popular support for the coup.
            

            
         

         
         	TRUMAN, HARRY S

         
         	
            Two Puerto Rican nationalists attempted to kill President Harry S. Truman at Blair
               House in Washington, D.C., on 1 November 1950. The pair, Oscar Collazo and Grisello
               Torresola, tried to enter the building on Pennsylvania Avenue but were challenged
               by a police officer and Secret Service personnel. In the ensuing brief firefight,
               Torresola was killed; a patrolman, Leslie Coffelt, was mortally wounded and died in
               the hospital; Officer Joseph Downs was shot in the hip; and officer Donald Birdzell
               took a bullet in his knee.
            

            
             Collazo, who was shot in the chest, was arrested at the scene, convicted of murder,
               and condemned to death. The sentence was commuted by Truman to a life sentence, which
               he served at Leavenworth, Kansas, until he was released on parole in September 1979
               by President Jimmy Carter. Collazo returned to Puerto Rico where he died in February
               1994, aged 79.
            

            
             Although Collao was politically motivated and had been secretary and president of
               the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party in New York, there was no evidence of a widespread
               conspiracy apart from the involvement of his wife Rosa who served eight months in
               prison. She died in May 1988.
            

            
             Puerto Rican nationalists, led for 35 years by Albizu Campos, had been under occasional
               surveillance conducted by the FBI since 1936, and these operations intensified following
               the attack on Blair House and another incident on 1 March 1954 when five congressmen
               were wounded by fire from four gunmen in the visitors’ gallery in the House of Representatives.
               The four nationalists, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Gancel Miranda, Andres Figueroa, and
               Irving Flores Rodriguez, were given long terms of imprisonment but were pardoned in
               1978.
            

            
             During the late 1960s, when the FBI’s COINTELPRO program was collecting information
               on subversive groups and disrupting their activities, the nationalists were included
               among other New Left groups which came under the scrutiny of the San Juan Field Office.
               Of particular concern to the FBI was the relationship between nationalist student
               activists, estimated at between 65 and 75 members of the Marxist-orientated Federation
               of University Students for Independence on the campus of the University of Puerto
               Rico, and Soviet front organizations, such as the Prague-based International Union
               of Students and Havana’s Latin American Continental Organization of Students. The
               FBI suspected that the local demonstrations, riots, pickets, and flag desecrations
               were manifestations of foreign-sponsored radicalism and was anxious to identify the
               ringleaders and their communist connections or links with Fidel Castro, anti–Vietnam War protestors, the Black Panthers, or national liberation campaigns.
            

            
             In June 1969 the FBI’s Bill Sullivan was authorized by the assistant director, Ray
               Wannall, to commence a COINTELPRO operation “directed against Juan Mari Bras, Secretary
               General of the MPIPR. The MPIPR is the largest and the most dangerous of the militant
               Puerto Rican proindependence groups.” The ploy adopted was an anonymous letter campaign
               denouncing Mari Bras for seducing the wives of his colleagues so as to sow dissent.
               Bras indulged in “notorious illicit romances,” and this was exploited by the FBI to
               the point that Mari Bras suffered a heart attack. Another project involved an anonymous
               letter identifying Mari Bras’s indiscretion in his role as secretary-general of the
               LSP as the reason for the arrest of some 16 of the membership in October 1969 on charges
               relating to the illegal possession of firearms. Once again, the objective was to undermine
               and alienate the party’s leadership and hint that Mari Bras was himself a police informer.
               A draft letter was mailed to a select mailing list in December 1969, and he later
               resigned from his position. In March 1976 his son Santiago Mari Pasquera was murdered,
               and he died in September 2010.
            

            
         

         
         	20 JULY PLOT

         
         	
            Adolf Hitler survived a two-pound bomb left under a desk in the conference room at
               his Wolfsschanze headquarters on 20 July 1944, the culmination of a plot conceived
               by a group of senior Wehrmacht officers with the support of the Abwehr. The conspirators
               were led by General Ludwig Beck, General Henning von Tresckow, and the Abwehr’s chief
               of counter-espionage, General Hans Oster.
            

            
             Hitler exercised extremely tight security and by 1944 rarely left his compound in
               eastern Prussia, but one of the few with access was the Graf Claus von Stauffenberg,
               a staff officer and opponent of the regime who had been severely wounded while serving
               in North Africa. Oster supplied von Stauffenberg, who had been appointed chief of
               staff to General Friedrich Fromm of the Replacement Army, with British-made “pencil”
               detonators while the explosives were provided by General Helmuth Stieff of the Organisationsabteilung,
               who had smuggled them into the complex at Rastenberg. All the matériel had been seized
               from the AUTOGIRO network in France, a Special Operations Executive (SOE) reseau headed by Pierre de Vomecourt and his brothers which had been set up by F Section
               in 1941. The Vomecourt brothers had set up three sub-branches, with Pierre based in
               Paris, Jean in Pontarlier, and Philippe at the family chateau at Bas Soleil, near
               Limoges, and on 13 June an RAF Whitley bomber had dropped, on the fourth attempt,
               SOE’s first delivery of matériel. This consignment consisted of a large quantity of
               sabotage equipment, including underwater limpet mines, but much of it fell into the
               enemy’s hands when the Abwehr took control of, and then rounded up, AUTOGIRO’s entire
               organization in August 1942.
            

            
             The pencil time fuse, the No. 10 delay switch, had been manufactured for SOE by a
               War Office research and development unit based at The Firs, a country house and estate
               on the edge of Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire, previously owned by Nubar Gulbenkian.
               The device consisted of a brass tube containing a glass vial of acid and a spring-loaded
               striker. When the vial was crushed, the acid was released to eat through a wire restraining
               the striker, and the time delay was remarkably accurate.
            

            
             Stauffenberg’s plan was to plant the bomb with an acid-based time-delay detonator
               concealed inside a briefcase and then fly to Berlin where a coup, code-named VALKYRIE,
               would be underway as soon as Hitler’s death was confirmed. In the event, Stauffenberg
               was only able to use half the quantity of explosives he had intended, and the conference
               was unexpectedly moved from the usual site, a concrete underground bunker, to a temporary
               wooden building. Instead of concentrating the force of the blast, it was dissipated
               by the flimsy structure, and after Stauffenberg’s departure, his briefcase had been
               moved behind a sturdy table leg, which served to protect Hitler. Five officers were
               killed in the blast, but the target escaped with only minor injuries and was quickly
               broadcasting his survival. Consequently, almost all the conspirators were arrested
               and executed, including Stauffenberg, Oster, Fromm, Beck, Stieff, and the Abwehr’s
               chief, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris. Von Tresckow committed suicide.
            

            
         

      


      U

      
      
      
         
         	ULTRA

         
         	
            During World War II, as in so many other conflicts, staff officers with a knowledge
               of future plans or highly classified information were not allowed to place themselves
               at risk of capture, but there were two such incidents which led to contingency plans
               to reduce the danger of compromise.
            

            
             The first senior officer who had been indoctrinated into ULTRA and had been briefed
               on the scale and significance of the cryptographic intelligence material circulated
               as ULTRA was Brigadier Roger Taverner who in June 1941 had been appointed head of
               the Special Operations Executive’s Middle East Mission in Cairo. He was on his way to take up his post, en route from
               Mount Batten in Plymouth to Gibraltar, when his RAF Sunderland Golden Fleece, flown by a 10 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force pilot, James Barry, experienced
               mechanical failure and was forced to land in the Bay of Biscay on 19/20 June, about
               100 miles off Cape Finistere. Nine of the passengers and crew drowned, among them
               the pilot and a Free French liaison officer, Captain A. Michel, but the five survivors
               clambered aboard a dinghy and were rescued five days later by a U-boat. Taverner spent
               the remainder of the conflict in a prisoner-of-war camp, the Germans unaware of his
               seniority or role. However, the fact that he possessed some very sensitive information
               that would be of immense value to the enemy led to speculation about plans that had
               been prepared to meet just such a contingency.
            

            
             Similarly, when Major Maxwell Papurt of the OSS was taken prisoner at the end of
               September 1944 in Luxembourg, preparations were made to ensure his silence. A member
               of OSS’s X-2 counter-intelligence branch, he had detailed knowledge of ICE and PAIR,
               the American cryptonyms for ISK and ISOS, which was the cryptographic foundation of
               Allied counter-espionage operations in Europe. Papurt had been accompanied by the
               42-year-old socialite Gertrude Sanford Legendre, Lieutenant-Commander Robert E. Jennings,
               and their driver Private Doyle Dickson when he had strayed too close to the front
               line at Wallendorf and found himself surrounded by German troops. An account of their
               capture was given by Legendre in her 1987 autobiography, The Time of My Life, and she described how their driver had been wounded and Papurt had been shot in
               both of his ankles by a German sniper. Both men had been treated at a German hospital.
            

            
             After a cursory interrogation, which failed to reveal his very wide OSS experience,
               including X-2 postings in Algiers, Naples, and Paris, Papurt was transferred to Stalag
               XIIA, a POW camp just outside Limburg where he was killed two months later in an Allied
               air raid when he declined to go down into an underground shelter. When Legendre was
               questioned, she claimed to be a Red Cross volunteer who had lost her way, and this
               explanation was accepted by the Germans who broadcast details of her capture on 21
               October, news that caused dismay in Washington, D.C., where it had been described
               as “one of the disasters of the war.” OSS’s chief, General “Wild Bill” Donovan, noted
               that her previous OSS experience as a cipher clerk had given her “a tremendous fund
               of information concerning the OSS operations in the European Theater” and warned that
               “any discovery by the Germans that she possesses such information would have grave
               consequences not only for her personally but also for this organization.”
            

            
             An inquiry into the circumstances of the capture of no less than three OSS staff
               officers revealed that Legendre had been drinking at the bar of the Ritz Hotel in
               Paris a few evenings earlier when she had suggested a visit to her old friend General
               George Patton at 3rd Army headquarters. She and Jennings had then driven to Luxembourg
               in her Peugeot, which had broken down, so they had joined Papurt for the remainder
               of the journey, which had been unauthorized and contrary to standing orders.
            

            
            Legendre escaped to Switzerland in March 1945, was sworn to secrecy, and died in South
               Carolina in 2000. Jennings was released from his POW camp in March 1945, held under
               close arrest, and then dismissed from OSS and the U.S. Navy, with Donovan remarking
               that “his action exposed OSS to great criticism and discredit.” He died in Dallas
               in October 1957.
            

         

         
         	UMBERTO, CROWN PRINCE

         
         	
            On 24 October 1929 Crown Prince Umberto of Italy was shot at when he approached the
               Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Brussels to lay a wreath. The putative assassin, Fernando
               de Rosa Lenccini, was an Italian revolutionary Socialist living in exile in Paris
               and was reported to have shouted “Down with Mussolini!” as he fired his revolver,
               which then jammed, preventing him from taking a second shot. The crown prince escaped
               unscathed and continued with the ceremony.
            

            
             Detained at the scene, the 21-year-old student was charged and convicted of attempted
               murder and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. He insisted he had acted alone,
               motivated by his anti-fascism, and was released in March 1932. He was killed in September
               1936 while fighting during the Battle of Peguerinos near Madrid with the International
               Brigade in the Spanish Civil War. He died instantly when he was shot in the head while
               leading troops on a counterattack against a heavily defended nationalist position
               at La Salamanca.
            

            
             Umberto, the only son of King Victor Emmanuel II, was crowned king in May 1946, but
               his reign lasted only a month after his father’s abdication. He then moved to Portugal
               where he remained at his villa in Cascais until he fell ill and went to Geneva for
               treatment. He died in Switzerland in March 1983.
            

         

         
         	UMBERTO, KING

         
         	
            King Umberto I of Italy was shot dead on the evening of 29 July 1900 by an anarchist,
               Gaetano Bresci, while attending a gymnastics display in Monza. Bresci, a 30-year-old
               Italian who immigrated to the United States, fired four shots from a .32 revolver,
               was quickly arrested, and was sentenced to life imprisonment, but he was found hanged
               in prison on Santo Stafano on 22 May 1901.
            

         

         
         	URITSKY, MOISER

         
         	
            The head of the Cheka in Petrograd and a leading member of the central committee which
               had organized the Bolshevik revolution, Moiser Uritsky was shot dead on 17 August
               1918 by Leonid Kannegisser, a young military cadet motivated by the executions of
               so many tsarist officers. Kannegisser, who was homosexual and Jewish, loitered by
               Uritsky’s ministry headquarters, the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs, and
               then shot him as he arrived for work. The assassin then fled the scene on his bicycle
               but was chased to the British embassy where he changed clothes and attempted to escape,
               but he was quickly captured. Under interrogation Uritsky insisted he had acted alone
               and was promptly executed. Coincidentally, Fanny Kaplan’s attempt on the life of Vladimir
               Lenin on the very same day persuaded the Cheka that a coordinated plot, part of a
               more widespread coup, was underway, which led to a reaction from the Bolsheviks that
               became known as the “Red Terror.” See also .
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         	VERWOERD, HENDRIK

         
         	
            South Africa’s prime minister Hendrik Verwoerd was stabbed to death in Cape Town on
               the afternoon of 6 September 1966 as he entered the House of Assembly by a 48-year-old
               parliamentary messenger, Dimitri Tsafendas. Originally from Mozambique, the assassin
               was declared insane and died in the Sterkfontein psychiatric hospital at the age of
               81 in October 1999.
            

         

         
         	VILLA, PANCHO

         
         	
            On 20 July 1923 Mexico’s revolutionary leader Pancho Villa made a routine visit from
               his ranch in Chihuahua at Hidalgo del Parral. He had been driven into the local town
               in a 1919 Dodge tourer to collect cash for his staff, accompanied by a small group
               of armed bodyguards. As he drove back toward his hacienda at Canutillo, his car was
               ambushed and some 40 shots were fired by 11 gunmen into the vehicle. Villa was killed
               instantly, as was the driver, Colonel Miguel Trillo, his secretary Danie Tarnayo,
               and two of his bodyguards, Claro Huertado and Rafael Madreno. The only survivor was
               Ramon Contreras who was badly wounded but managed to return fire and shot dead one
               of the assassins, the remainder of whom retired to hide in the desert where they were
               quickly apprehended and two were jailed, but only for a few months.
            

            
             There was no extensive official investigation into the circumstances of Villa’s death,
               the general assumption being that he had been eliminated by political rivals who feared
               he was planning to leave his retirement and stand in the upcoming presidential elections.
               It was also likely that the current president, Alvaro Obregón, bore some responsibility
               for the affair. The principal conspirator convicted was a local politician Jesus Salas
               Barraza, who confessed and was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment, a term later reduced
               to three months. He later joined the Mexican army, rose to the rank of colonel, and
               died of a stroke in 1951 in Mexico City. Others involved were the previous owner of
               Villa’s hacienda, Meliton Lozoya, who had employed the gunmen, and the local commander
               of the town’s federal troops, Felix Loya.
            

         

         
         	VOROVSKI, VATSLAV

         
         	
            A Soviet diplomat, Vatslav Vorovski was assassinated in the restaurant of his hotel
               in Lausanne on 10 May 1923 while attending the international conference as the Soviet
               Union’s representative. Dining with his colleagues, Ivan Ahrens and Maxim Dilvilkovsky,
               he was approached by a White Russian émigré, Maurice Conradi, and Arkadi Polunin,
               who shot all three. Ahrens and Dilvilkosky survived, and at his trial in Geneva, Conradi
               was acquitted on a charge of murder. He later joined the French Foreign Legion and
               died in February 1947. Ahrens was executed during Stalin’s purge in 1937, and Dilvilkovsky
               died in combat in 1942.
            

         

         
         	VOYKOV, PIOTR

         
         	
            A Bolshevik and a member of the Cheka who had engaged the Romanov family in a secret
               correspondence during their imprisonment in Yekaterinberg, Piotr Voykov was appointed
               the Soviet representative in Poland in October 1924. He was shot dead on a platform
               in Warsaw’s central station, just as he was boarding, on 7 June 1927 by Boris Koverda,
               an 18-year-old journalist working on the Byelorussian-language newspaper Za Swobodu and the son of a leading Russian monarchist. Voykov, who was armed, tried to return
               fire but was hit six times and died at the scene. After a short term of imprisonment,
               Koverda moved to Germany and then emigrated to the United States where he died in
               Hyattsville, Maryland, in February 1987.
            

         

      


      W

      
      
      
         
         	WALLACE, GEORGE

         
         	
            On 15 May 1972 the Democratic Party presidential candidate Governor George Wallace
               of Alabama survived an attempt on his life in Laurel, Maryland, when he was shot five
               times by a young man, 21-year-old Arthur Bremer, following a speech delivered in a
               shopping center. Also wounded were a state trooper, Captain E. C. Dothard; a campaigner,
               Dora Thompson; and a Secret Service agent, Nicholas J. Zarvos. Wallace was hit by
               two bullets, one of which severed his spinal column, paralyzing him from the waist
               downward for the rest of his life.
            

            
             Wallace, an advocate of racial segregation, had been warned to cancel his speaking
               engagement as the police expected trouble from protestors. Although the FBI was not
               present, the Secret Service had assigned a protection detail of 18, and there were
               also both local police and Alabama state troopers present.
            

            
             A narcissist motivated by a desire for notoriety, Bremer had been living in his car,
               was sentenced to 63 years’ imprisonment, and was released on parole in November 2007.
               Wallace continued his political career and died in September 1998.
            

         

         
         	WANG JIANPING

         
         	
            A Chinese diplomat, Wang Jianping, and his aide Umarov Nurmuhamed were shot dead in
               their car in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on the evening of 29 June 2003 by two gunmen. The
               assumption was that the assassination was committed by extremists from China’s Xinjiang
               Uygur Autonomous Region. No arrests were made.
            

         

         
         	WARREN COMMISSION

         
         	
            Following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas on 22 November
               1963, his successor Lyndon B. Johnson resisted the formation of a committee of investigation
               and preferred to leave the matter to the FBI and Texas law enforcement. However, when
               the principal suspect, Lee Harvey Oswald, was shot dead by Jack Ruby in the Dallas
               police headquarters in front of television cameras and dozens of witnesses, the competence
               of the local authorities was thrown into doubt, and rumors of a widespread conspiracy
               took hold. In those circumstances, Johnson felt obliged to acquiesce to demands for
               a wider inquiry and appointed Chief Justice Earl Warren to undertake the task.
            

         

         
         	WEISSDORN

         
         	
            The code name for an Abwehr plot to assassinate South Africa’s prime minister Jan
               Smuts, WEISSDORN (Hawthorn) centered on a former Empire Games heavyweight boxing champion,
               Robey Leibbrandt, who attended the 1936 Olympic Games and met Adolf Hitler. In 1938,
               having worked as a boxing instructor at a police college in the Transvaal and transferring
               to the railway police with the rank of lance-sergeant, he returned to Germany to train
               gymnasts, qualified as a glider pilot, and joined the Wehrmacht.
            

            
             In April 1941 Leibbrandt adopted the alias Walter Kempf and, accompanied by a French
               radio operator, Hans Scharf, alias Emil Dorner, sailed with a crew of five, including
               Christaan Niessen, to South Africa aboard a 40-ton French yacht, the Kyloe. Lieutenant Niessen and Unteroffizer Kutsche were both experienced yachtsmen, members
               of the Hamburg Yacht Club who had sailed in England before the war and participated
               in the New York–Bermuda race on the Roland von Bremen. The rest of the complement consisted of the cook, Kuddel, and two sailors, Heinz
               Garbers and Aage Niessen.
            

            
            This was to be an epic voyage, from Paimpol in Brittany on the 20-meter, English-built
               yacht, to land Leibbrandt in June at Mitchell’s Bay, 150 miles north of Capetown.
               His mission was to establish contact with the pro-Nazi OB and assassinate General
               Smuts, but his plan went awry when in December he made a night visit to Bernard Gerling,
               an aide to the OB leader Hans van Rensberg, thereby inadvertently alerting the local
               police. A major manhunt followed, resulting in the capture of his German-manufactured
               wireless transmitter which was found to contain Hungarian and American components.
               Leibbrandt himself narrowly escaped arrest several times but was eventually apprehended
               at a roadblock near Pretoria on 24 December 1941.
            

            
             A few weeks earlier a British SIS source, Hans von Kotze, code-named SPRINGBOK, had
               alerted his handlers to Leibbrandt’s mission, which had resulted in an intelligence
               report being circulated on 30 November 1941:
            

            
               Information received from an untried source states that LEIBRANDT, a German agent
                  in South Africa, has orders to assassinate Field Marchal SMUTS and to blow up strategic
                  bridges.
               

            

            A later telegram corrected the description of Kotze as “untried” and confirmed his
               reliability.
            

            
            In November 1942 Leibbrandt was convicted of treason and condemned to death. Smuts
               commuted the sentence in 1943 to life imprisonment, and he was amnestied in 1948.
               He later married, had five children, and died in 1966 in Bloemforntein.
            

            
            At the end of 1943 MI5 learned of another Nazi scheme to kill Smuts, as Guy Liddell
               recorded in his diary on 11 December:
            

            
               A telegram has been received from SIS at Lourenco Marques about a plot to assassinate
                  Field Marshal Jan Smuts. The idea is to substitute his pilot for a representative
                  of the Broderbond. A telegram has already been to the Middle East, and Pretoria. We
                  have informed Nairobi, Dar-es-Salem, Bulawayo, Lusaka and Kampala. Anthony Blunt has
                  been over to inform Sir John Stephenson at the Dominions Office, who did not seem
                  very excited. Smuts is at the moment in Cairo.
               

            

            Details of WEISSDORN were revealed after the war during the interrogation in November
               1945 at Bad Nenndorf of Dr. Kurt Haller, the Abwehr II officer who supervised the
               entire operation. Handicapped by a clubfoot, Haller had liaised closely with Breton
               separatists and the IRA in ill-fated efforts to infiltrate saboteurs into England.
            

         

         
         	WELCH, RICHARD S

         
         	
            The CIA station chief in Athens since July 1975, Dick Welch was shot dead by a group
               of gunmen who followed his car home from a Christmas party on 23 December. A career
               intelligence officer, Welch had previously worked in Athens between 1952 and 1959
               as a Clandestine Service case officer. He had later served in Nicosia from 1960 to
               1964, and then in Guatemala City for two years from 1965. He was appointed COS in
               Georgetown, Guyana, in 1967 for a two-year tour, and in Bogota from 1972 to 1975.
            

            
             Upon arrival in Athens, Welch, accompanied by his wife, lived in the same house occupied
               by his four predecessors, and his identity was compromised in the media. Responsibility
               for the assassination was claimed by N17, an organization that would remain undetected
               until June 2002. Because of Greece’s 20-year statute of limitations, Welch’s murderers,
               identified as Pavlos Serifilis, Dimitris Koufondinas, and Alexandros Giotopoulos,
               could not be prosecuted.
            

         

         
         	WELROD

         
         	
            During World War II, the British Special Operations Executive (SOE) contracted Birmingham Small Arms to create the Welrod, a silenced 9 mm bolt-action
               handgun with a magazine in the grip containing six rounds.
            

            
            The Welrod acquired its name because the original concept was created at SOE’s Station
               IX, an establishment located at a residential hotel, The Frythe, near Welwyn in Hertfordshire.
               As well as the Welrod, Station IX also developed another assassination weapon, the
               sleeve gun, a concealed breech and barrel which included a noise suppressor and was
               intended to be fired on contact with the victim. The only surviving record of Welrod
               use is to be found in the files relating to RAT WEEK, a program of targeted assassination across Nazi-occupied territory in Europe.
            

         

         
         	WERZ, LEOPOLD

         
         	
            Formerly the German consul in Pretoria, 37-year-old Leopold Werz moved upon the outbreak
               of war in 1939 to Lourenco Marques with his assistant, Ernst Pasche, where they acted
               under the direction of the consul-general, Paul Trompke. Both men were senior Abwehr
               officers, and Werz was identified as a possible target for assassination by the Special Operations Executive (SOE) in October 1942 when Wilfred Carson, designated DZ6, sent a signal from Durban
               assuring London that “I am anxious to take no premature action which may prejudice
               SOE and create political difficulties.” However, within a fortnight he had formulated
               a proposal, dated 14 November:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  D9 after careful observation of habits of Wertz has presented a simple practical and
                     sure way to liquidating him.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Wertz’s car is garaged at Polona Hotel in garage without doors.

               

               
               	
                  Every morning at eight o’clock he himself starts the car and drives it to his office.

               

               
               	
                  We could easily arrange to have a charge of plastic put under bonnet of car at night.

               

               
               	
                  An electrical igniter would be fused and connected to ignition switch when putting
                     on switch to start car he would inevitably be transferred to a better world.
                  

               

               
               	
                  I fully endorse scheme and would like your authority to put it into effect.

               

            

            
            On 6 December a further message was sent to London by Carson, reporting that a dress-rehearsal
               had been conducted with a car bought for the purpose.
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  In conjunction with DZ18 and DZ5 have personally examined method as described in these
                     two paragraphs and yesterday at Umdoni Park carried on realistic rehearsal using motor
                     car bought from car breaker.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Am pleased to report that this method is not only extremely simple but highly effective.

               

               
               	
                  Exhaustive tests were carried out all of which proved satisfactory.

               

               
               	
                  Tests being done using detonator or with someone sitting in car and switching on engine
                     detonator immediately exploded. Later a charge was placed under bonnet and exploded
                     by means of a fuse. Result was complete destruction.
                  

               

               
               	
                  This task could easily carried out during a visit of frontier to Lorenco Marques.

               

               
               	
                  I can arrange for necessary explosive to be on shore and suggest task should be carried
                     out DZ5 and 42 who are thoroughly au fait with correct procedure or if necessary I
                     will personally place the charge.
                  

               

               
               	
                  There is no possibility of any evidence showing from what source originated.

               

               
               	
                  Car is left in open garage at night. After charge has been laid personnel will return
                     to their ship in normal way.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Wertz personally drives his own car. He leaves his hotel at 8 AM gets into his car
                     and turns switch thereby destroying himself.
                  

               

               
               	
                  I do most earnestly urge your permission to put this into operation. The removal of
                     Wertz has been dearest wish of authorities here for a long period.
                  

               

            

            
            The reply from London, direct from the executive director, Sir Charles Hambro, designated
               CD, on 2 December was unequivocal:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Regret impossible to approve operation.

               

               
               	
                  It is feared that serious repercussions are inevitable in neutral territory and will
                     probably lead to local reprisals which will prejudice SOE activities elsewhere.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Elimination of subject with diplomatic immunity in the way suggested is too crude
                     and must be abandoned.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The only possible cause is to compromise Wertz with Portuguese officials by planting
                     incriminating evidence on him which will result in local authorities demanding his
                     removal. This means has successfully used against us in Lisbon where international
                     police are in pay of Nazis.
                  

               

            

            
            Thus Carson’s nefarious scheme was stillborn, and he contended himself with other
               activities directed against Werz and his Italian counterpart, Umberto Campini.
            

         

         
         	WHITTY, KENNETH

         
         	
            On 28 March 1984 Kenneth T. Whitty, the 44-year-old director of the British Council
               in Athens, was shot dead by an Abu Nidal gunman who fired three shots through the window of his car as he drove home, accompanied
               by a 58-year-old Greek librarian, Aeremic Economidou, who was fatally wounded in the
               neck. Two other women passengers escaped unscathed. Whitty had worked for the British
               Council for 14 years and had served in Nigeria, Brussels, Malawi, and London. Educated
               at Clifton College, he had graduated from Oriel College, Oxford, and the University
               of California and had been a teacher in Buffalo, New York, and Malvern College before
               taking up his position with the British Council.
            

            
             The lone assassin, who had been waiting at a busy road junction, fired seven shots
               before running away on foot. The subsequent investigation concluded that Abu Nidal’s
               intended target had been the local British SIS station commander, who was to have
               been shot in retaliation for the failure of the plot to kill Queen Elizabeth II in
               Amman earlier in the month. Accordingly, Whitty’s death was a case of mistaken identity.
            

         

         
         	WILSON, SIR HENRY

         
         	
            The distinguished British army retiree Field Marshal Sir Henry Wilson was shot dead
               as he approached his home at 36 Eaton Place on the afternoon of 22 June 1922 by two
               members of the IRA, Reginald Dunne and Joseph O’Sullivan. Wilson had just returned
               by taxi from Liverpool Street station where he had unveiled a war memorial. The gunmen
               were detained at the scene by onlookers until the police arrived and, convicted of
               murder, they were hanged at Wandsworth on 10 August 1922. Dunne, from North London,
               had fought in World War I as a private soldier in the Irish Guards. O’Sullivan, employed
               as a Ministry of Labour messenger, also from London, had served with the Royal Munster
               Fusiliers and had lost a leg at Ypres. In the melee following the assassination, O’Sullivan
               had shot and wounded two police offers and a bystander in his attempt to escape.
            

            
             O’Sullivan was suspected of having shot an IRA informer, Vincent Fovargue, in April
               1921. The body of the 21-year-old from Dublin had been found on a golf course at Ashford
               in Middlesex with a card marked “Let spies and traitors beware. IRA,” but nobody was
               ever charged with the crime.
            

            
             Wilson had been selected as a target because of his support for the Unionist cause
               in Northern Ireland. Despite his Irish antecedents, his family having come from Carrickfergus,
               County Antrim, Wilson was elected to Parliament for North Down upon his retirement
               as chief of the Imperial General Staff in February 1922.
            

         

         
         	WISSENGER, HANS

         
         	
            On 22 May 1932 a German communist, Hans Wissenger, was shot dead in his apartment
               in Hamburg’s Mühlenstrasse, allegedly because he had refused instructions from the
               Kommuniste Partei Deutschland (KPD) to report to Moscow and answer for the recent
               arrest of three Danes working as OGPU couriers, all communist employees of the Hamburg–Amerika
               liner Milwaukee. Allegedly Wissenger had broken a fundamental rule of Soviet tradecraft by failing
               to declare to his rezident that his three Danish recruits were also members of the party.
            

            
            The source of this very public allegation was Richard Krebs, the former communist
               who adopted the pseudonym Jan Valtin to publish Out of the Night in 1941 as an exposé of the Comintern. He claimed that Wissenger had been murdered
               by George Mink and Hugo Marx.
            

         

         
         	WOODRUFF, FREDDIE

         
         	
            On 8 August 1993 the CIA station chief in Georgia was killed near Natakhtari by a
               single rifle bullet to the head as he was driven in a Niva jeep back to Tbilisi from
               Mount Kazbek by Eldar Guguladze, the head of Prime Minister Eduard Shevardnadze’s
               security service. Woodruff, aged 45, had joined the CIA in 1978 and had previously
               served in Leningrad, Ankara, and Khartoum and was scheduled to move to Prague.
            

            
             A local 20-year-old drunk, Anzor Sharmaidze, was convicted of discharging his army
               AK-47 recklessly and was sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment, but Woodruff’s death
               was categorized as an accident rather than an assassination, despite the status of
               the victim. Sharmaidze was released from prison in October 2008.
            

         

         
         	WRATH OF GOD

         
         	
            Following the massacre at the Munich Olympics in September 1972 perpetrated by a group
               of eight terrorists, Prime Minister Golda Meir convened a cabinet sub-committee known
               as “X” which sanctioned Operation WRATH OF GOD. Mossad’s director Zwi Zamir identified
               and traced all of the conspirators involved in the atrocity, and in October 1972 Wael
               Zwaiter was shot dead in Rome. Two months later, in December 1972, Mahmoud Hamshari
               was injured by a remotely detonated bomb planted under his desk in his Paris apartment.
               He died a few days later from his wounds. Then, in January 1973, a Jordanian, Hussein
               al-Bashir, was killed by a bomb placed under his bed in the Olympic Hotel in Nicosia
               by a Mossad kidoni. Al-Bashir, who represented the PLO in Cyprus, was also suspected of having links
               with Fatah and the KGB.
            

            
            An investigation into al-Bashir’s murder conducted by the Cypriot police traced the
               Canadian passport used by one of the suspected assassins and found that the number
               was one of 50 that had been stolen a year earlier from a vault in the Canadian embassy
               in Vienna.
            

            
            Two days later Mossad’s 37-year-old director of European operations, Baruch Cohen,
               originally from Haifa and on secondment from Shin Bet, was betrayed by a double agent
               and shot three times outside the Café Morrison in Madrid’s Calle José Antonio near
               the Plaza Callao by a pair of Fatah gunmen who, reportedly, would themselves later
               be identified and killed. The contact who had lured Cohen to the rendezvous was a
               Palestinian medical student, Samir Mayed Ahmed, living in Seville. Cohen, usually
               based in Brussels, had flown into Spain under the alias Mishe Yishai but had worked
               with Ahmed as “Uri Molov.” The incident closely resembled an attempt made on the evening
               of 10 September 1972 on the life of another Shin Bet officer, Tzadok Ofir, who had
               been seriously wounded by one of his contacts who turned out to be a double agent.
               Based at the Brussels embassy and working under first secretary diplomatic cover,
               Ofir had been called to an emergency rendezvous at the Café Le Prince on the Place
               de Broker by his agent, a Moroccan named Rabah, recently released from a prison sentence
               for theft, who shot him four times at point-blank range. Rabah fled, and Ofir was
               rushed to the St. Pierre Hospital where he underwent life-saving surgery. Ofir died
               in May 2010.
            

            
            Soon afterwards, on 12 March 1973, a 59-year-old Israeli businessman, Simcha Gilzer,
               was shot dead in the Nicosia Palace Hotel by Suleiman al-Ayed Farraj al-Mali, a Palestinian
               gunman carrying a Jordanian passport who fled the scene. Black September later claimed
               that Gilzer was a Mossad officer who had been involved in al-Bashir’s assassination.
            

            
            On 6 April Basil al-Kubaissi, an Iraqi professor of international law at the American
               University of Beirut, was shot dead in a Paris street by two gunmen who hit him with
               at least nine .22 rounds from silenced Berettas. Al-Kubaissi, linked to the attack
               on Lod airport in 1972 and an attempt on the life of Golda Meir in New York on 6 March
               1973, had just left a brothel in the rue Chauveau-Lagarde in the 8th arrondissement.
               Black September reacted by sending a Lebanese, Zakariah Kamel Abu Saleh, to shoot
               an El Al employee, Vittorio Olivares, a 35-year-old Italian, in Rome’s via Settembre
               with a silenced Egyptian-made Halwan 9 mm pistol. Saleh, aged 23, was arrested at
               the scene and confessed to the crime. But an investigation suggested he had killed
               the wrong man, and his target had been the El Al office manager, Moshe Adad.
            

            
            On 9 April 1973, in an operation code-named SPRING OF YOUTH, Israeli commandos landed
               in West Beirut and killed at their homes three Black September terrorists, Muhammad
               Youssef al-Najjar, alias Abu Youssef; Kamal Adwan; and Kamal Nasser. A few days later,
               on 11 April, Zaiad Muchasi was killed by a bomb in his Athens hotel room. Then Abdel
               Hamid Shibi and Abdel Hadi Nakaa were wounded by a bomb placed under their car in
               Paris, and on 28 June Mohammad Boudia was killed by much the same technique, a pressure bomb under his car seat, also in
               Paris.
            

            
            In July 1973 a Mossad team led by Mike Harari shot one entirely innocent suspect,
               Ahmed Bouchiki, a waiter in Lillehammer, Norway, in the mistaken belief that he was
               one of Black September’s leaders, Ali Hassan Salameh. Six of the Israelis were arrested by the Norwegian police, and five, Dan Arbel,
               Abraham Gehmer, Brazilian-born Zvi Steinberg, Marianne Gladnikoff, and Sylvia Raphael,
               subsequently were convicted and imprisoned, but returned to Israel in 1975. Raphael
               was South African born, aged 35, and the Christian daughter of a Jewish father, who
               had immigrated to Israel in her late twenties, apparently having been inspired by
               Leon Uris’s Exodus. Posing as a Canadian photojournalist, she identified herself as Patricia Roxborough,
               whose passport had disappeared some months earlier from her desk at a Montreal law
               firm where she was employed as a legal secretary.
            

            
            Michael Dorf was acquitted. Also identified as members of the Mossad team were Angelus
               Askari, Gustav Pistauer, Jean-Luc Sevenier, Jonathan Isaac Englesberg (alias Jonathan
               Ingleby), an unknown woman code-named TAMARA, Rolf Baehr, Gerard Lafond, Raoul Cousin,
               and Nora Heffner.
            

            
            On 15 December 1979 two Palestinians, Ali Salem Ahmed and Ibrahim Abdul Aziz, were
               both shot dead in Cyprus with silenced weapons. On 17 June 1982, Nazeyh Mayer was shot dead outside his home in Rome, and a few hours later on the same day Kamal Husayn was killed by a bomb placed under the backseat of his car. On 23 July 1982, Fadl
               el-Dani was killed in Paris by a bomb thrown into his car, and a month later, on 21
               August, Mamoun Meraish was shot dead in his car in Athens by two gunmen on a motorcycle.
               On 10 June 1986, Khaled Ahmed Nazal was shot dead outside a hotel in Athens, Greece, and on 21 October Munzer Abu Ghazala was killed by a bomb in his car as he drove through Athens. On 14 February 1988 Abu
               Al Hassan Qasim and Hamdi Adwan were killed by a car bomb which wounded Marwan Kanafami.
            

            
            By the time WRATH OF GOD was wound up, following the Lilliehammer debacle, virtually
               all those implicated in the Munich episode had been liquidated, although precisely
               how many had been picked off by Mossad, rather than falling victim to internal Palestinian
               factionalism, is unknown. Mike Harari died in Tel Aviv in September 2014, aged 87.
            

            
            Of the eight gunmen at Munich, three were taken into custody at Fürstenfeldbruck airbase.
               They were Jamal al-Gashey, Adnan al-Gashey, and Mohammed Safady, but they were released
               on 29 October 1972 in exchange for the hostages taken when Lufthansa flight 615 was
               hijacked. The trio were flown to Libya where they went into hiding. Of the three,
               only al-Gashey, who moved to Tunisia, is thought to have escaped Mossad retribution.
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         	X, MALCOLM

         
         	
            On 21 February 1965, as Malcolm X appeared on the stage at the Audubon Ballroom in
               New York, three gunmen armed with a shotgun and revolvers approached him and shot
               him dead. The assassins, Talmadge Hayer, Norman Butler, and Thomas Johnson, all members
               of the Nation of Islam, were taken into custody at the scene, convicted of murder
               in March of the following year, and sentenced to life imprisonment.
            

            
             Malcolm X, who changed his name from Malcolm Little, was an Islamic preacher and
               civil rights activist who had a bitter disagreement with the sect’s leader, Elijah
               Muhammad, who had attracted unfavorable publicity over his extra-marital affairs and
               illegitimate children and started his own breakaway group, the Organization of Afro-American
               Unity. Accused of apostasy, the cleric was a victim of religious intolerance, which
               apparently was the motive for his assassination. Butler was released on parole in
               1985, Johnson was paroled in 1987, and Hayer in 2010.
            

            
             Throughout his career Malcolm X was the subject of periodic surveillance by the FBI,
               which was concerned about black radicalism and the movement’s foreign links. He accumulated
               an FBI file of some 68 volumes, which confirmed that his wife, Betty Shabazz, who
               was a nurse, had also been watched. Another militant group, Bobby Seale’s Black Panthers,
               had adopted a Maoist doctrine and received financial support from al-Fatah in Algiers
               where the BPP had established a liaison office, headed by the fugitive Eldridge Cleaver,
               with the PLO and developed a relationship with Abu Bassem, an advocate of assassination
               who had publicly acknowledged BPP participation in training courses conducted in North
               Korea, Cuba, and North Vietnam.
            

            
             The FBI suspected that the Nation of Islam was vulnerable to cultivation by the Soviet-dominated
               World Peace Council in an effort to bolster the anti-war campaign and support a Muslim
               revolutionary movement through Arab intermediaries. Malcolm X was very aware that
               his organization had been penetrated by the FBI, which proved adept at recruiting
               penetration sources, and he came to believe that the FBI had attempted to poison him
               in a Cairo restaurant in May 1964 during a tour of Africa and the Middle East. He
               had been rushed to the hospital where he had made a full recovery, allowing him to
               complete his itinerary and take in Mecca, Lagos, Accra, Morocco, and Algiers.
            

            
             Malcolm X’s FBI file was initiated in February 1953 in Detroit as an internal security
               inquiry on the grounds that he was a self-declared communist and drug user with a
               long record of burglary, larceny, and carrying firearms. He had been rejected for
               military service in October 1943, at the age of 18, on psychiatric grounds and later
               boasted that he had tried to join the Japanese army. The purpose of the FBI surveillance
               was to establish his whereabouts as he moved to Philadelphia and Queen’s, New York,
               and to monitor his behavior for any breaches of his parole conditions, which had been
               imposed after his release from prison in May 1951. His file recorded that while undergoing
               medical treatment he had been diagnosed as “a social personality with paranoid trends
               (pre-psychotic paranoid schizophrenia).”
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         	YAMADAYEV, SULIM

         
         	
            On 28 March 2009 Sulim Yamadayev, a rebel commander during the First Chechen War,
               was shot three times in the back in a Dubai underground garage and died two days later
               in the hospital. Yamadayev had switched sides during the conflict to support Russia,
               together with his brothers Dzhabrail, Badrudi, Isa, and Rusian, and had participated
               in the invasion of Georgia in August 2008.
            

            
             A few days earlier, on 5 March 2003, Sulim’s brother Dzhabrail had been killed by
               a bomb, and the alleged assassin, Vakharsolt Zakayev, who had commanded the notorious
               paramilitary Vostok Battalion, was then shot dead, apparently in retaliation. On 24
               September 2008 another of Sulim’s brothers, Rusian, was shot dead in Moscow, right
               outside the British embassy.
            

            
             The Dubai police identified another Chechen, Adam Delimkhanov, as a suspect and issued
               arrest warrants for six others, Zelimkhan Mazayev, Elimpasha Khatsuyev, Salman Kimayev,
               Tirpal Kimayev, Ramazan Musiev, and Marvan Kimayev. Delimkhanov was a politician and
               member of the Russian duma closely associated with President Ramzan Kadyrov who in
               2006 appointed him deputy prime minister in charge of security.
            

            
             The feuding among Chechens appears to have been based on a rivalry between the 36-year-old
               Yamadayev, widely regarded as the warlord controlling the eastern region and the city
               of Gudernes, and President Kadyrov, closely allied to Vladimir Putin, who blamed Yamadayev
               for the death of his father, Akhmad Kadyrov, in May 2004.
            

            
         

         
         	YANDARBIEV, ZELIMKHAN

         
         	
            On 13 February 2004 the former Chechen president Zelimkhan Yandarbiev, who had succeeded
               Dzhokhar Dudayev when he was assassinated in April 1996, was killed with his two bodyguards when a
               bomb detonated under his SUV in Doha as they drove home from a mosque. The 13-year-old
               son Daud was seriously injured. Suspicion quickly focused on two men of Slavic appearance
               who had been seen carrying a plastic bag in the mosque car park and had rented a vehicle
               using forged documents.
            

            
            Six days later the Qatari police arrested three Russians: the first secretary of the
               Russian embassy, Aleksandr Fetisov; Anatoli V. Yablochkov, alias Belashkov; and 32-year-old
               Vasili A. Pugachyov, alias Bogachyov. The latter pair, both GRU officers, were charged
               with the murder, convicted on 30 June 2004, and sentenced to life imprisonment. In
               their confessions, which they alleged had been extracted under torture, they identified
               the Russian defense minister, Sergei Ivanov, as the person who had issued them with
               the orders to kill Yandarbiev. Their lawyers disputed the legality of the arrests
               which had taken place at a Russian embassy villa used to accommodate embassy staff.
            

            
            Six months later they were repatriated to Moscow to serve the remainder of their sentences,
               but instead received a hero’s welcome at Vnukovo and were released. Fetisov, who had
               only taken up his appointment in January 2004, had been released on the basis of his
               diplomatic immunity and expelled on 24 March.
            

            
            At the time of the arrests, two members of Qatar’s wrestling team were detained in
               Russia and accused of possession of more than $7,000 in undeclared currency. They
               too were released after high-level diplomatic negotiations.
            

            
            The Kremlin, which claimed that the two GRU officers had been sent to Qatar on a legitimate
               anti-terrorism liaison assignment to research links with a local AQ cell, hired some
               very high-priced lawyers to defend them, including the firm founded by Nikolai Tegorov,
               President Vladimir Puton’s chief of staff; former U.S. attorney-general Dick Thornburgh;
               and the former U.S. ambassador to the UN Human Rights Commission, Jerome J. Shestack.
            

            
         

         
         	YEZHOVSHCHINA

         
         	
            Named after Nikolai Yezhov, Stalin’s chief of the OGPU, the Communist Party’s security
               apparatus, the Yezhovshchina was a period of ruthless purges between 1936 and 1938
               during which an estimated 600,000 to 900,000 people were arrested and executed. The
               alleged motive of the phenomenon was the removal of the regime’s political opponents,
               but it went much further and extended to the most loyal of intelligence personnel
               who operated abroad, among them Theodore Mally, Alexander Orlov, Ignace Reiss, and Walter Krivitsky, who were recalled to Moscow to face arrest. Some went; others fled abroad and defected.
            

            
             Under Yezhov’s direct command was a small organization, the Department of Special
               Tasks, headed by Yakov Serebryansky who, with a staff of around 20 officers, managed
               a network of more than 200 illegals abroad. This was the compartmentalized group,
               later to be headed by Pavel Sudoplatov and to employ Leonid Eitingon, that would abduct General Eugene Miller in Paris, place Leon Sedov under surveillance, and track down Ignace Reiss in Switzerland in September 1937
               and arrange his assassination.
            

            
             As well as conducting a campaign of murder against the White Guard and Trotsky’s
               supporters, Serebryansky also supervised Alexander Orlov’s ruthless application of
               stern discipline within the republican ranks in the Spanish Civil War and claimed
               to be engaged in the sabotage of cargo ships in the Baltic carrying arms to the nationalists.
            

            
         

         
         	YUGOSLAVIA

         
         	
            One of the countries most closely associated with a government-sponsored campaign
               of assassination was the communist regime in Yugoslavia which employed the UDBA between
               1946 and 1991 to undertake what were euphemistically called “black action” to eliminate
               political opponents overseas. The UDBA’s Second Directorate, of nine in the organization,
               was dedicated to the task of penetrating and neutralizing émigré groups considered
               subversive. Among the victims were the Croatian nationalists Stanko Nizic, shot in
               Zurich on 24 August 1981, and Gjuro Zagajski, murdered in a Munich park on 27 March
               1983. Other victims were Stipe Sevo in August 1972, killed in Italy, and Dragisa Kasikovic,
               a 44-year-old Serb journalist stabbed 60 times in the Chicago offices of an émigré
               nationalist group in June 1977. A witness, his girlfriend’s nine-year-old daughter,
               Ivanka Milosevic, was also knifed to death. The Chicago Homicide Squad’s principal
               suspect, Bogoje Panajotovic, a Serb working locally as a waiter who was widely believed
               to be a UDBA asset, turned out also to have been a FBI informant and disappeared.
            

            
            In other prominent UDBA assassinations, Jozo Orec was killed in Johannesburg in December
               1977, Bruno Busic was shot in Paris in 1978, and Stjepan Djurekovic was murdered in 1983.
            

            
             The UDBA, which was represented in each of the six constituent republics, was headed
               in Belgrade’s Ministry of Internal Security by Josip Perkovic until 1992, and in Zagreb
               by Zdranko Mustac. The Second Directorate conducted operations wherever there was
               a large enough expatriate community to provide cover for its agents and was especially
               active in the Federal Republic of Germany, Canada, the United States, and Australia,
               where Yugoslav embassies and consulates provided clandestine facilities, such as money,
               passports, and weapons, for UDBA personnel who recruited low-level criminals to perform
               surveillance and other tasks. This procedure was intended to avoid any direct link
               between Belgrade and a series of assassinations, although favored, successful killers
               were reputed to have been rewarded with the gift of restaurants in popular tourist
               destinations on the Adriatic.
            

            
             A probably incomplete list of murders, attempted murders, abductions, and attempted
               abductions attributed to the UDBA’s campaign against émigré Croats includes Dr. John
               Protulipac, in 1946 in Italy; Ilija Abramovic, in 1948 in Austria; three-year-old
               Dinka Domančinović, killed in 1960 by a bomb in Buenos Aires; Mate Milicevic, in 1966
               in Canada; Marijan Šimundić, in 1967 in Germany; Jozo Jelic, in 1967 in Germany; Mile
               Jelic, in 1967 in Germany; Peter Tominac, in 1967 in Germany; Andelko Pernar, in 1967
               in Germany; Hrvoje Ursa, in 1968 in Germany; Duro Kokić, in 1968 in Germany; Mile
               Rukavina, in 1968 in Germany; Krešimir Tolj, in 1968 in Germany; Type Maricic, in
               1968 in Germany; Ante Znaor, in 1968 in Italy; Joseph Krtalić, in 1968 in Italy; Nedjeljko
               Mrkonjic, in 1968 in France; Pere Covic, in 1968 in Sydney; Mirko Čurić, in 1969 in
               Germany; Nahid Kulenović, in 1969 in Germany; Vjekoslav Luburić, in 1969 in Spain;
               Mijo Lijić, in 1970 in Sweden; Mirko Simic, in 1971 in Germany; Ivo Bogdan, in 1971
               in Buenos Aires; the artist Maksim Krstulović, in May 1974 in London; Drago Mihalic,
               in 1972 in Germany; Joseph Senic, in 1972 in Germany; Dr. Branko Jelic, in 1972 in
               Germany; Josip Mikulic Buljan, in 1973 in Germany; Mate Jozak, in 1974 in Germany;
               Ilija Vucic, in 1975 in Germany; Ivica Milosevic, in 1975 in Germany; Nikola Martinovic,
               in 1975 in Austria; Matko Bradarić, in 1975 in Belgium; Vinko Eljuga, in 1975 in Denmark;
               Stipe Mikulić, in 1975 in Sweden; Nikola Penava, in 1975 in Germany; John Tuksor,
               in 1976 in France; John Vucic, in 1977; Krizan Brkic, in 1978 in the United States;
               Marijan Rudel, in 1979 in the United States; Zvonko Stimac, in 1979 in the United
               States; Goran Sugar, in 1979 in Canada; Cvitko Cicvarić, in 1979 in Canada; Nikola
               Milicevic, in 1980 in Germany; Mirko Desker, in 1980 in Germany; Ante Kostic, in 1981
               in Germany; Mate Kolic, in 1981 in France; Peter Bilandžić, in 1981 in Germany; Ivan
               Jurisic, in 1981 in Germany; Mladen Jurisic, in 1981 in Germany; Ivo Furlić, in 1981
               in Germany; Duro Zagajski, in 1983 in Germany; Francis Mikulic, in 1983 in Germany;
               Slavko Logarić, in 1984 in Germany; Francis Masic, in 1986 in the United States; Damir
               Dureković, in 1987 in Canada; and Ante Djapic, in 1989 in Germany.
            

            
             The UDBA is also thought to have been responsible for numerous murder attempts in
               Germany, including attacks on Dr. Branko Jelic in 1957, 1970, and 1971; the Deželić
               family in 1965; Ante Vukic in 1968; Mirko Grabovac in 1969; Gojko Bosnjak in 1972;
               Dane Sarac in 1973; Gojko Bosnjak in 1973; Stipe Bilandžić in 1975; Stipe Bilandžić
               in 1977; Francis Goretain in 1980; Port Prince in 1982; Luke Kraliević in 1983; and
               Tomislav Naletilic in 1988. There were also attempts in Austria (Mate Frković in 1948),
               in France (Nikola Vidovic in 1972 and Dane Sarac in 1974), on Dr. Ante Pavelic in
               1957 in Argentina, on Danica Glavas in 1986 in the United States, and on Ants Tokic
               1988 in Australia.
            

            
             In addition, the UDBA is reputed to have been involved in the abductions in Italy
               of Drago Jelic in 1949; Krunoslav Draganovic in 1967; and Vjenceslav Cizek in 1977,
               followed by Ivica Novakovic in 1987 from Germany. There was also a failed attempt
               to seize Francis Mikulic in 1979 from France and a strong suspicion that the organization
               was behind the disappearances of Zlatko Milkovic in 1949 in France, Zvonimir Kučar
               in 1963 in France, Geza Pasti in 1965 in France, and Stephen Crnogorac in 1972 in
               Austria.
            

            
             The UDBA was dismantled as a federal agency upon the collapse of the Yugoslav republic
               in 1991, and many of the staff, known as the udbasi, and their files were transferred to Zagreb and a new organization headed by Josip
               Manolic, who in 1993 was elected speaker of Croatia’s Parliament. His successor, Josip
               Perkovic, would later be arrested and extradited in April 2014 to Munich to face trial
               in 2016 on charges relating to the murder of Stjepan Djurekovic in October 1983.
            

            
         

         
         	YUSHCHENKO, VIKTOR

         
         	
            On 5 September 2004, while standing as a presidential candidate in Ukraine, Viktor
               Yushchenko was poisoned with 2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzodioxin (TCDD), a lethal dioxin
               which was thought to have been administered at a dinner party hosted by Volodymyr
               Satsyuk, the deputy chief of the SBU at his home in Kiev and attended by his chief,
               Ihor P. Smeshko. Yushchenko, then a leader of the opposition, survived the experience,
               but his face was permanently disfigured. Satsyuk, who had joint Russian citizenship,
               later moved to Moscow and declined to return to face interrogation. Smeshko, who had
               served for four years in Washington, D.C., as defense attaché, was appointed chief
               of military intelligence in 1997 but in 2000 was demoted and posted to the Ukrainian
               embassy in Bern. In 2002 he was promoted to chief of the SBU but was dismissed by
               Yushchenko in 2005. He later started his own political party to oppose Yushchenko,
               who would be elected president in January 2005, a post he was to hold until February
               2010.
            

            
         

         
      


      Z

      
      
      
         
         	ZHANG ZUOLIN

         
         	
            On 4 June 1928 the Manchurian warlord Zhang Zuolin, who had invaded northern China
               and occupied Peking before his defeat by Chiang Kai-shek in May, was killed when his
               train was blown up as it crossed a viaduct at Huanggutun, near Shenyang. The bomb
               was planted by a Japanese sapper, Lieutenant Fuji Sadatochi, under the directions
               of a more senior officer, Colonel Komoto Daisaku. Several members of Zhang’s entourage
               were also killed, including Wu Junsheng, the governor of Heilongjiang province.
            

         

         
         	ZHOU ENLAI

         
         	
            On 11 April 1955, an Air India Constellation, the Kashmir Princess, crashed into the sea en route for Djakarta after a time bomb detonated in an engine
               cowling under the wing at an altitude of 18,000 feet. All 16 passengers, including
               members of a delegation from the People’s Republic of China attending the Bandung
               Conference, were killed; however, the pilot and two of his crew escaped. The delegation,
               including a group of New China News Agency correspondents, was to have been headed
               by Zhou Enlai, the former premier, but he changed his plans at the last moment, perhaps
               having been tipped off to the attempt on his life.
            

            
            An investigation conducted by the Hong Kong Police Special Branch, led by Assistant
               Superintendent “Ricky” Richardson and Charles Scobell, with considerable cooperation
               from the Chinese authorities, established that the aircraft had been sabotaged while
               under guard in Hong Kong and that the culprit was an engineer supposedly employed
               by the Hong Kong Engineering Maintenance Company and a member of the Kuomintang intelligence
               service, who had concealed the device in an oily rag and then fled to Taiwan aboard
               a China Airlines plane. Although the Chinese claimed that the incident had been orchestrated
               by the U.S. CIA, the Special Branch investigation found nothing to support the allegation.
            

            
            Born in 1898 in Jiangsu province to a relatively privileged family, Zhou Enlai received
               a good education in literature, poetry, painting, and calligraphy and, due to his
               grandmother’s peasant background, was later able to qualify as a revolutionary when
               that pedigree was deemed essential. Zhou studied in Japan and then in France, where
               he was exposed to communist doctrine.
            

            
            At the time of the proclamation of the formation of the People’s Republic of China,
               Zhou was named as premier and minister of foreign affairs. In that latter capacity,
               Zhou traveled widely until he relinquished the post in 1958, but he retained the premier’s
               position until his death in January 1976. He was also responsible in 1954 for developing
               the five principles of peaceful coexistence, announced at the Bandung Conference,
               which were intended to be the guides to enhancing links with newly decolonized countries,
               the basis of which was a declared respect for territorial integrity and non-interference
               in a country’s internal affairs.
            

         

         
         	ZIA AL-HAQ

         
         	
            Pakistan’s president Zia al-Haq was killed when his plane, a Pakistan Air Force C-130,
               crashed four minutes after takeoff from Bahawalpur on 17 August 1988. Also aboard
               were the U.S. ambassador Arnold L. Raphel and 28 others, including the U.S. military
               attaché General Herbert M. Wassom and 10 senior Pakistani army officers, among them
               General Akhtar Abdur Rahman Khan, the influential director-general of the ISI directorate.
            

            
             The aircraft, built by Lockheed, exploded in midair at an altitude of 4,000 feet
               during the afternoon following a demonstration of the Abrams M-1/A-1 tank for which
               Pakistan’s army was considering making a large order.
            

            
             The crash was investigated by the Pakistani government, which in November 1988 released
               an inconclusive, 350-page report that ruled out bad weather, an in-flight fire, propeller
               failure, engine failure, fuel contamination, structural failure, “or the use of external
               ordnance” as the cause of the disaster, but raised the possibility that the flight
               crew may have been rendered unconscious by some kind of gas. “The board feels that
               a chemical agent may well have been used to cause incapacitation of the flight deck
               crew.” The issue of sabotage, perhaps involving some sophisticated device, was also
               considered after analysis of some of the wreckage by the ATF forensic science laboratory.
            

            
               Although the ATF report discards the theory of a high intensity explosion, the presence
                  of pentaerythritol tetranitrate is unusual, especially when viewed with the presence
                  of antimonyno and phosphorous in the same vicinity.
               

            

            For diplomatic reasons the U.S. State Department declined the assistance of the FBI,
               and the unresolved nature of the incident led to speculation that the pilot, Wing
               Commander Mash’hood Hassan, might have been responsible, motivated by his alleged
               hatred of Zia. Another possibility was that some nerve agent had been concealed inside
               a consignment of mangos which was placed aboard the plane at the last moment.
            

            
             The ISI also conducted an “unenthusiastic” investigation and, very unusually, no
               autopsies were undertaken, leaving the impression that the government had no real
               desire to establish the truth.
            

         

         
         	ZIMMERMANN, ERNST

         
         	
            The chairman of the MTU Corporation, Ernst Zimmermann, was shot dead after having
               been tied to a chair in his home in Munich on 1 February 1985 by Red Army Faction (RAF) gunmen. The two principal suspects, Werner Lotze and Christine Dumlein, were
               arrested in East Germany in June 1990.
            

            
             Lotz, also suspected of involvement in the RAF’s attack on General Alexander Haig in Belgium, was sentenced in January 1991 to 11 years’ imprisonment. His partner
               Dumlein was freed on the grounds that her offenses had been time barred.
            

         

      


      Appendix A

      
      
      Operation FOXLEY

      
         
SOE’s proposal for the assassination of Adolf Hitler in 1944.

         

      


      Appendix B

      
      
      CIA Report,  Soviet Use of Assassination and Kidnapping

      
      February 1964

       

      It has long been known that the Soviet state security service (currently the KGB)
         resorts to abduction and murder to combat what are considered to be actual or potential
         threats to the Soviet regime. These techniques, frequently designated as “executive
         action”* and known within the KGB as “liquid affairs” (Mokryye Dela), can be and are employed abroad as well as within the borders of the USSR. They
         have been used against Soviet citizens, Soviet emigrés, and even foreign nationals.
         A list of those who have fallen victim to such action over the years would be a very
         long one and would include even the co-founder of the Soviet state, Leon Trotsky.
         Several well-known Soviet assassination operations which have occurred since the rise
         of Khrushchev attest to the fact that the present leadership of the USSR still employs
         this method of dealing with its enemies.
      

      
       The sudden disappearance or unexpected death of a person known to possess anti-Soviet
         convictions immediately raises the suspicion of Soviet involvement. Because it is
         often impossible to prove who is responsible for such incidents, Soviet intelligence
         is frequently blamed and is undoubtedly credited with successes it actually has not
         achieved. On the other hand, even in cases where the Soviet hand is obvious, investigation
         often produces only fragmentary information, due to the KGB ability to camouflage
         its trail. In addition, Soviet intelligence is doubtless involved in incidents that
         never become officially recognized as executive action, such as assassinations which
         are recorded as accidents, suicides, or natural deaths.
      

      
       All of the factors cited above have helped to obscure Soviet practices in regard
         to assassinations and abductions outside the USSR. Certain observations can be made,
         however, which will help to put these practices into their proper perspective. These
         observations are set forth in the following paragraphs and are based on information
         produced by the investigation of known or suspected Soviet operations which have occurred
         since World War II, as well as from information supplied by defectors during this
         period.
      

      
      Targets

      
      The large numbers of former citizens of the USSR (and of Imperial Russia) living abroad
         in protest against the Soviet regime have been a continuing cause for concern to the
         Soviets since the early twenties. Reducing and keeping to a minimum the potential
         threat to the regime represented by these emigrés is one of the functions of the state
         security service. Soviet intelligence seeks to neutralize, discredit and destroy anti-Soviet
         groups by luring emigrés back to the USSR, by penetrating emigré organizations, and
         by kidnapping or murdering individual emigrés considered to be particularly dangerous.
      

      
       Emigré leaders who participate in anti-Soviet activities have been primary targets
         of Soviet abduction or assassination operations. Such operations are sometimes designed
         to demonstrate that the Soviet regime can strike its enemies anywhere in the world.
         The Soviets hope thereby to create fear, unrest, confusion, and dissension within
         emigré organizations, and at the same time deter other emigrés from joining their
         ranks. The planned assassination in February 1954 of Georgiy S. Okolovich, leader
         of the NTS emigré organization, was to have been a particularly significant step toward
         achieving this goal, but the act was not carried out because of the defection of state
         security Captain Nikolay Khokhlov.
      

      
       On the other hand, assassinations of some emigré leaders have been carried out so
         skillfully as to leave the impression that the victims died from natural causes. Details
         of some of the techniques used to achieve this were brought to light in 1961 when
         professional KGB assassin Bogdan Stashinskiy defected to the West and revealed that
         he had successfully performed two such missions. In 1957 he killed Ukrainian emigré
         writer Lev Rebet in Munich with a poison vapor gun which left the victim dead of an
         apparent heart attack. In 1959, the same type of weapon was used on Ukrainian emigré
         leader Stepan Bandera, although Bandera’s death was never fully accepted as having
         been from natural causes. These cases are discussed in more detail later in this paper.
      

      
       Executive action is also triggered by any signs of possible disloyalty on the part
         of Soviet officials abroad. The Soviets have gone to great lengths in the past to
         silence their intelligence officers who have defected, as evidenced by the assassination
         of former state security officer Ignace Reiss in 1937 and the unexplained “suicide”
         of former Soviet military intelligence officer Walter Krivitsky in 1941. In the post-war
         era, determination to prevent such defections was vividly demonstrated by the unsuccessful
         attempt to force the wife of Vladimir Petrov to return to the Soviet Union from Australia
         after his defection in April 1954. The practice of physical restraint applies with
         equal force to other Soviet officials who attempt to defect or are suspected of being
         on the verge of doing so. Examples were witnessed in Calcutta, India in January 1958
         and Rangoon, Burma in May 1959. The respective victims, Aleksandr F. Zelenovskiy and
         Mikhail L. Strygin, were both portrayed by the Soviets as mental cases, were taken
         into custody by means of strong-arm tactics, and were forcibly removed to the USSR
         in a matter of days.
      

      
       Foreign nationals are sometimes victims of Soviet executive action. The targets who
         fall into this category may be indigenous agents who have become suspect, or former
         citizens of satellite countries who have turned against the Soviet regime. In the
         latter case, actions against such individuals are usually carried out through the
         corresponding satellite intelligence service, aided and abetted by Soviet state security.
         The abductions of Dr. Walter Linse and Bohumil Lausman exemplify this type of operation.
         Linse had fled East Germany in 1947 and later became a leader of the “Society of Free
         jurists,” an anti-Communist organization that the Soviets considered particularly
         dangerous. He was kidnapped from West Berlin in July 1952 by agents of the East German
         security service, with the full knowledge and approval of Soviet state security; he
         was later turned over to Soviet authorities in Karlshorst, East Berlin, and eventually
         sentenced to imprisonment in the USSR. Lausman, prominent Czech anti-Communist who
         fled to the West in 1949, disappeared from Vienna in 1953. It was later learned that
         he had been kidnapped by agents of Czech intelligence, with the official sanction
         of Moscow. The Soviet state security rezidentura in Vienna also had been directed to assist the operation by supplying a car for transportating
         Lausman to Prague and arranging for the vehicle to have free passage through the Soviet
         Zone of Austria.
      

      
       Foreign political leaders are also potential targets of Soviet executive action operations
         and, according to recent information, the KGB’s executive action component includes
         such persons among its targets. There is, however, no evidence proving that any Western
         leader has been the victim of Soviet executive action.
      

      
      Organization

      
      The executive action component of the Soviet government is currently designated the
         13th Department of the KGB intelligence directorate (First Chief Directorate). The
         earliest known predecessor of the 13th Department was the so-called “Directorate of
         Special Tasks” reportedly established within the NKVD in December 1936 for terror
         purposes. During World War II terror missions were performed by the NKGB Fourth Directorate,
         which was responsible for partisan activity behind German lines. In late 1945 or early
         1946 this directorate was replaced by a unit of the MGB known as Spets Byuro #1, which was organized to retain Fourth Directorate personnel to support and direct
         partisan activities behind enemy lines in the event of a future war. In the summer
         of 1952, however, the long-range aspects of Spets Byuro #1 mission were abandoned, and emphasis was shifted to using all available agents for
         sabotage and other violent activities. Spets Byuro #1 was given a new, and at present still unknown, designation some time in 1953 and
         assigned to carry out “special action tasks,” such as sabotage, political murders,
         and kidnappings. With the creation of the KGB in 1954, the executive action component
         was redesignated as the 13th Department. Although the jurisdiction of the department
         is global, its main target areas are the United States and members of Western treaty
         organizations. There is no evidence of the existence of any unit within the Soviet
         military intelligence component (the GRU) responsible for the type of executive action
         discussed in this paper, although the GRU reportedly can undertake such operations
         under certain circumstances.
      

      
       The 13th Department is believed to be divided into sections (otdeleniye) or directions (napravleniye) by countries or groups of countries, such as, for example, the United States (“the
         principal enemy”), England, Latin America, etc. At Moscow headquarters the department
         has approximately 50 to 60 experienced employees, and was last known to be headed
         by a General Rodin, who under the alias Korovin had previously been the KGB resident
         in Great Britain. Secrecy about the work of this department is maintained through
         the careful selection and training of its personnel; the officers do not discuss their
         experience among others; department documents are not circulated.
      

      
       In addition to headquarters personnel, the 13th Department has its own support officers
         in legal residencies in Western countries and in some satellite countries. Such support
         officers work under the instructions of the legal resident and the 13th Department.
         One of the more active groups is a unit in East Germany which numbers perhaps 20 to
         30 persons. As of 1960 there was a group in China, but it probably no longer exists.
         Prior to 1955 there was also a group in Austria. In a country in which a support officer
         of the 13th Department is stationed, the legal resident and the headquarters department
         for that country are aware of the targets of the 13th Department in that country,
         although they are not aware of illegal agents who are in direct contact with the 13th
         Department.
      

      
       Although the 13th Department is the KGB’s executive action component, the Emigré
         (Ninth) Department directs all operations, including assassination operations, against
         Soviet emigrés. The Emigré Department’s assassination operations, however, are believed
         to be conducted jointly with the 13th Department and sometimes other KGB components—for
         example, the counterintelligence directorate (Second Chief Directorate).
      

      
       The 13th Department also supports the Disinformation (12th) Department of the First
         Chief Directorate in the latter’s covert propaganda campaigns aimed at the creation
         of confusion and panic in Western countries. An example is the campaign conducted,
         in 1959 and later, for the purpose of creating adverse world opinion toward West Germany.
         This campaign included setting fire to synagogues and painting swastika signs in public
         places, and attributing these acts to West Germans. Other operations in which both
         the 13th Department and the Disinformation Department are involved include attempts
         to remove the threat to Soviet interests posed by certain members of Western governments.
         Sometimes this entails arranging for the dismissal of such persons from public office,
         but in theory at least it could mean “eliminating” them physically.
      

      
      Installations

      
      The defector Khokhlov described two laboratories associated with the executive action
         department. One produced special weapons and explosive devices; the other developed
         poisons and drugs for “special tasks.” The explosives laboratory was located near
         Kuchino, outside Moscow, and was responsible for the development and production of
         weapons, from drawing up blueprints to melting and pouring bullets in no case was
         assistance obtained from military ordnance or other outside agencies.
      

      
       The laboratory for poisons was supposedly a large and super-secret installation.
         No agents were permitted access to it or even knew of its location. Khokhlov could
         provide no first-hand information on it. Other sources, however, have reported the
         existence of this type of laboratory dating back to the purges in the late 1930s.
         A report from one source in 1954 described an experimental laboratory within Spets Byuro #1 known as the “Chamber” (Kamera). This laboratory conducted experiments on prisoners and persons subject to execution
         to test the effectiveness of different powders, beverages, and liquors, and various
         types of injections, as well as research on the use of hypnotism to force prisoners
         to confess. Beside its staff, only certain high-level persons were permitted to enter
         its premises. Although its existence officially was kept a secret, it was generally
         suspected or known by many state security functionaries that a unit of this sort was
         maintained. The Soviet government allegedly abolished the “Kamera” in October 1953, according to an announcement made to selected state security and
         Party officials, attributing the establishment and operation of the laboratory solely
         to Beriya and his close associates. Whether or not this step actually was taken does
         not rule out the possibility, however, that the same type of unit continues to exist
         in some other form.
      

      
       Training for executive action operations was conducted at a base in Moscow by a staff
         of instructors who specialized in such subjects as the use of small arms, jujitsu,
         code, wireless, driving, surveillance, and photography.
      

      
       Although executive action operations outside the USSR are planned, directed, and
         sometimes carried out by state security staff personnel, a mission may also be performed
         by one or more agents recruited specifically for this purpose. Khokhlov himself, for
         instance, was categorically forbidden to assassinate Okolovich personally.
      

      
       Two German agents, Hans Kukowitsch and Kurt Weber, were to carry out the deed under
         Khokhlov’s supervision. This reflected Soviet theory that indigenous personnel would
         have better access to the target, and also had the advantage of avoiding direct Soviet
         attribution. It appears from the Stashinskiy case, however, that security considerations
         ruled out the involvement of non-Soviets in more recent operations.
      

      
       Even though some sources have made statements to the contrary, it appears that the
         agents (as opposed to staff employees like Stashinskiy) who perform executive action
         for the Soviets may be used for more than one mission of this nature. Khokhlov spoke
         of special executive action units known as “boyevaya gruppa” (literally, combat groups) which consisted of indigenous agents and/or Soviet illegal
         staff officers situated outside the borders of the USSR on the territory of hostile
         governments or in close proximity thereto. Such groups were armed and prepared to
         perform executive actions when required to do so, either in time of peace or war.
         A group of this type under the direction of the executive action department base at
         Karlshorst ostensibly was involved in the kidnapping of Dr. Alexander Trushnovich,
         an NTS leader in West Berlin, in April 1954. Khokhlov believed the abductors to have
         been recruited and organized by the East German security service at the request of
         the KGB chief at Karlshorst. The same type of group was mentioned in connection with
         the abduction of Dr. Linse; the actual abduction was reportedly performed by four
         German members of a “boyevaya gruppa” from East Germany. It is probable that such teams are a modern variation of the
         “mobile groups” described by a pre-war source as units dispatched from Moscow to foreign
         countries to assassinate Trotskyites and state security officers who refused to return
         to the USSR, as in the case of Reiss and possibly Krivitsky.
      

      
      Techniques

      
      Many known or suspected executive action cases in the post-war period have involved
         the use of poison rather than guns or explosives. It is conceivable that the Soviets
         tend to favor poisons because murders can be accomplished more surreptitiously in
         this manner and in some instances without leaving easily recognizable traces of foul
         play. Drugs are also used to incapacitate a person temporarily for abduction purposes,
         as reportedly happened in the Trushnovich case and in the kidnapping of another NTS
         member, Valeri P. Tremmel, from Linz, Austria in June 1954. There are, however, many
         unknown, uncontrollable factors in the use of poisons and drugs which limit and often
         preclude their usage. Probably the most important is the narrow span between a dose
         that will cause disability and one that will cause death. Dosages vary from one individual
         to another depending on weight, state of health, and how the poison enters the body.
         The type used obviously is determined by the result desired. It is no problem to cause
         death, but often difficult to control dosage successfully when the objective is to
         incapacitate an individual only temporarily.
      

      
       There appears to be no consistency in the use of poisons by Soviet intelligence to
         cause disability or death, or in the repetitious use of any one drug. Chemicals which
         have been used in cases known or suspected to be Soviet-instigated include arsenic,
         potassium cyanide, scopolamine, and thallium. Other likely substances are atropine,
         barbiturates, chloral hydrate, paraldehyde and Warfarin. Combinations of two or more
         substances may also be used, which further complicates diagnosis and tracing.
      

      
       One well-publicized poisoning case involved the defector Nikolay Khokhlov. Khokhlov
         suffered a sudden and severe illness while attending an anti-Communist meeting in
         Frankfurt, Germany in September 1957. A positive diagnosis was precluded by the initial
         treatment given him at a German hospital, but there was evidence of his having been
         poisoned by a thallium derivative of arsenic and/or other chemical agents, and a strong
         possibility that the poison had been administered at RIS instigation. Khokhlov himself
         believed, and allegedly had supporting medical opinion, that he had been poisoned
         by radio-activated thallium. He believed that the poison was of Russian origin because
         it was such a complicated substance that it was difficult to analyze and had been
         carefully prepared to leave virtually no trace. A unique mechanism for administering
         poison was described by a knowledgeable source as a pneumatically operated poison
         ice “atomizer” which leaves no wound or other evidence of the cause of death. The
         equipment and techniques used in the poisoning of Rebet and Bandera are treated below
         in some detail as examples of the most recent and sophisticated methods in use by
         the KGB.
      

      
      Specific Cases

      
      I. Stashinskiy:
      

      
      In November 1961 a Soviet intelligence officer, Bogdan Stashinskiy, surrendered to
         the West German police, stating that he had, acting under official orders, assassinated
         two individuals during the previous few years: Lev Rebet, a Ukrainian emigré writer,
         and Stepan Bandera, a leader of the Ukrainian Nationalist movement. In both cases,
         a similar type of weapon had been used: a gun which fired vaporized poison which killed
         almost instantly upon being inhaled. The properties of the killing agent were such
         that, until the defection of the assassin, both victims were officially believed to
         have died from heart attacks. In the case of Bandera, however, there was some unconfirmed
         suspicion of potassium cyanide poisoning, although there was insufficient evidence
         to prove it.
      

      
       The Weapon: The weapon used to assassinate Rebet was a light-weight aluminum cylinder, 15 to
         18 cm. long and approximately 3 cm in diameter, weighing about 200 grams. The cylinder
         was divided into three separate chambers, one of which contained liquid poison sealed
         hermetically into a plastic-type ampule container under low pressure. (At normal temperatures
         the poison would evaporate, disappearing without trace in about two minutes.) The
         three components could be assembled by means of a thread which allowed one part to
         screw into the other. The first component was the poison ampule portion, the front
         end of which had a fine metallic screen. The poison ampule fitted solidly against
         the walls of the metal cylinder. The center component contained a piston and a piston
         arm which extended into the third or activating component. The latter contained a
         spring-mounted activating arm which, when drawn back, armed the weapon. The releasing
         arm was appended to the third component at an angle, and was attached to the activating
         arm by means of a releasing catch. A small safety arm permitted the weapon to be placed
         in the safety position. The third component also contained a few grams of powder.
      

      
       The maximum effective range of the weapon was about one-half meter; at one and one-half
         meters the effect of the vapors would be questionable; and at two and one-half meters,
         the vapors would be totally ineffective. (The assassin was instructed to fire the
         weapon only inches from the face.)
      

      
       The weapon was activated as follows: The activating arm was pulled back and the safety
         released. The weapon was then activated. It was held in the palm of the hand in such
         a fashion that it fired when the user pressed the releasing arm towards the activating
         arm. The releasing arm, when pressed, acted upon the releasing catch, permitting the
         spring-held activating arm to fly forward against the small charge of powder. The
         exploding powder (which made a noise approximating the sound of a loud handclap with
         the hands cupped) drove the piston arm forward, causing the piston to strike against
         the poison ampule. The poison was thus driven out through the fine screen in the form
         of a liquid spray.
      

      
       The weapon used for the second assassination was similar, except that it was double-barreled.
         Each barrel contained a charge of poison similar to that contained in the single-barreled
         weapon. The two barrels could be discharged separately, or together as a unit. Thus,
         in the event the first charge did not kill the victim, a second attempt could be made.
         The two barrels were welded together, and the weapon had two releasing arms, two releasing
         catches, two safeties, and two activating arms. The effect of the poison was the same.
      

      
       Utilization of the Weapon: For maximum effective results it is recommended that the liquid poison be shot directly
         into the face of the victim, in order to introduce the vapors most quickly into the
         respiratory system. Since the vapors rise upward very rapidly, the poison is still
         effective when aimed at the chest; conceivably, this would give sufficient time to
         allow the victim time to scream.
      

      
       Effects of the Poison: The effect of the poisonous vapors is such that the arteries which feed blood to
         the brain become paralyzed almost immediately. Absence of blood in the brain precipitates
         a normal paralysis of the brain or a heart attack, as a result of which the victim
         dies. The victim is clinically dead within one and one-half minutes after inhaling
         these poisonous vapors. After about five minutes the effect of the poison wears off
         entirely, permitting the arteries to return to their normal condition, leaving no
         trace of the killing agent which precipitated the paralysis or the heart attack.
      

      
       Allegedly, no foreign matter can be discovered in the body or on the clothes of the
         victim, no matter how thorough an autopsy or examination. The liquid spray can be
         seen as it leaves the nose of the weapon, however, and droplets can also be seen on
         the face of the victim.
      

      
      Stashinskiy claimed that before using the weapon on his first victim, he tested it
         on a dog. He fired the gun directly into the dog’s face, holding his hand approximately
         one and one-half feet from its nose. Almost immediately after the liquid spray had
         hit its face, the dog rolled over, without making any sound whatever. It continued
         to writhe for almost three minutes, however. Stashinskiy was told that the poison
         affected a human much sooner, causing death within one and one-half minutes.
      

      
       Safety Precautions for the User: Stashinskiy was told that neither the poisonous liquid nor the fatal fumes affected
         any portion of the body other than the respiratory system, and that, since it could
         not enter the body through the skin or the pores, one could safely place his hands
         into a pail of the poison. Inasmuch as the weapon was held at arm’s length when fired
         and the liquid spray ejected forward in a conical pattern, the user, under normal
         conditions, is safe from the effects of the poisonous vapors. Nevertheless, as an
         extra precaution, Stashinskiy was provided with counteractive agents to use if he
         so desired.
      

      
       Concealment Methods: For transportation, the weapon was transported hermetically sealed in a container,
         and inserted between sausages in a can which was itself hermetically sealed. It was
         suggested to Stashinskiy that he should carry the weapon to the site of the planned
         assassination wrapped in a light newspaper, in RFE personnel. Atropine is a derivative
         of the deadly nightshade plant; it can cause paralysis or death if taken in sufficient
         quantity. The amount of poison in each salt shaker was said to be 2.36% by weight
         of the contents. White crystalline alkaloid is indistinguishable from salt. (Unclassified,
         from New York Times, 17 December 1959.)
      

      
      III. Stein:
      

      
      In March 1955, Lisa Stein, an interviewer with RIAS, the American propaganda radio
         station in West Germany (“Radio in American Sector”), was fed candy containing the
         highly dangerous poison scopolamine. (Scopolamine is used in the so-called “twilight
         sleep.” Given in small doses it induces a kind of euphoria; in larger doses it is
         supposed to be a deadly poison.) It was intended that Frau Stein would become ill
         and would be abducted. The plan was that the agent—someone whom Frau Stein trusted
         and with whom she was meeting in a West Berlin café—would offer the poisoned candy
         toward the end of the meeting. The lady was expected to become ill while walking from
         the café to her nearby residence. On becoming unconscious, she was to be picked up
         by a waiting car which would appear to be passing by chance. The plot was not carried
         to fruition, however, because Frau Stein did not become ill until she was near her
         apartment, at which point neighbors came to her aid and she was moved to a hospital.
         She was severely ill for 48 hours, after which an antidote was found. (Unclassified,
         from the testimony of Theodor Hans, formerly with U.S. Military Intelligence, Germany,
         September 21, 1960, before a Congressional investigating committee.)
      

      
      IV. Other:
      

      
      Another weapon used is described as a noiseless gas pistol, powered by a 300-volt
         battery, which fires a lethal, odorless, unidentified gas. The gas acts in two or
         three seconds, and is effective up to 15 or 20 meters. The pistol has three buttons:
         one for arming, one for firing, and the third for recharging the battery. (After 50
         firings the battery may be recharged by plugging a transformer into normal house power
         source.) The piston is normally fired 20 times, very rapidly and automatically—“ Bzzzd.”
         (Although one squirt could kill, 20 squirts are emitted in order to saturate the area,
         inasmuch as the gun is fired at a silhouette, rather than at a point.) The gas shot
         by the pistol would penetrate the victim’s clothing and enter the skin. There is allegedly
         no danger to the user.
      

      
      Trends

      
      Since World War II, and especially in the years since Stalin’s death, assassination
         attempts abroad have become increasingly rare. Currently the emphasis in the executive
         action field is placed on sabotage and sabotage planning, rather than terrorism against
         individuals. The Soviets now apparently resort to murder only in the case of persons
         considered especially dangerous to the regime and who, for one reason or another,
         cannot be kidnapped. A kidnapped person is obviously more valuable inasmuch as the
         Soviets may be able to extract from him information of interest, as well as use him
         for propaganda purposes by making it appear that he defected to the Soviet side of
         his own free will. This course was followed in the case of Dr. Trushnovich. It is
         also likely that the Soviets find it increasingly difficult to find persons willing
         to undertake murder assignments, while the same may not be true of abduction operations.
         It can further be conjectured that the Soviets are now more concerned about the adverse
         publicity generated by Soviet assassinations in general than they were in previous
         years.
      

      
       In this connection, comments made by state security defectors Petr Deryabin and Yurv
         Rastvorov in 1954 about what the Soviets would or would not do are still of interest.
         Both believed that the Soviets would murder one of their officials on the verge of
         defecting if that were the only way of preventing the act. The same would apply to
         a Soviet official who had just defected, if thereby state secrets could be preserved,
         and if they believed that killing him would not bring about a more adverse situation
         in terms of politics and propaganda than already existed. Deryabin and Rastvorov doubted,
         however, that the Soviets would murder an official who had been in non-Communist hands
         long enough to have been exploited for intelligence and propaganda purposes. While
         both granted that in particular cases the Soviets might go to any extreme, they both
         believed, generally speaking, that the adverse propaganda resulting from such an act
         would negate its original purpose. On the other hand, Khokhlov, who might have been
         in a better position to know, has stated without qualification that the Soviets would
         continue to assassinate defectors in the future. The threat of Soviet executive action
         against defectors is also considered a real one by Reino Hayhanen, who defected from
         the KGB in 1957. A still more recent Soviet intelligence source also believes that
         standard Soviet practice is to mount a kidnapping or assassination operation “through
         all intelligence opportunities” against defectors from the Soviet intelligence services.
      

      
       Deryabin and Rastvorov further agreed that the Soviets, without hesitation, would
         forcibly return to the USSR someone on the verge of defecting at a mission abroad.
         This was borne out by the aforementioned Strygin and Zelenovskiy cases. Deryabin and
         Rastvorov also believed that the same policy would apply to a Soviet official who
         had just defected, or one who had been in non-Communist hands long enough to have
         been exploited for intelligence and propaganda purposes, if the capability existed
         for returning him physically to the USSR.
      

      
       Lastly, Deryabin believed that the assassination of an Allied official would be highly
         unlikely and probably unprofitable. He also doubted that the Soviets would attempt
         to kidnap any U.S. officials unless they were particularly knowledgeable. Such an
         incident would not be worth the trouble for an average official, but an important
         person conceivably would have sufficient information to make it worthwhile.
      

      
      Footnotes

      
      This is a CIA Memorandum prepared in February 1964 for the Presidents Commission on
         the Assassination of President Kennedy (The Warren Commission) and declassified in
         1971. It should be pointed out that the memorandum sets forth KGB policy and techniques
         as of 1964.
      

      
      *Strictly speaking, the term “executive action” encompasses diversionary activities
         (such as sabotage) as well as terroristic activities. This paper, however, discusses
         only the terroristic aspect of Soviet executive action, namely, kidnapping and assassination.
      

      
      **Linse died in a Soviet prison camp 15 December 1953, according to a statement issued
         by the Soviet Red Cross in June 1960, a virtual admission of Soviet responsibility
         for the kidnapping. The cited date of his death is at variance, however, with information
         from fellow prisoners of Linse who reported having seen him in 1954 and 1955.
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      CIA PB/FORTUNE Contingency Plan for Guatemala

       

      
      A STUDY OF ASSASSINATION

      
      DEFINITION

      
      Assassination is a term thought to be derived from “Hashish,” a drug similar to marijuana,
         said to have been used by Hasan-Dan-Sabah to induce motivation in his followers, who
         were assigned to carry out political and other murders, usually at the cost of their
         lives.
      

      
      It is here used to describe the planned killing of a person who is not under the legal
         jurisdiction of the killer, who is not physically in the hands of the killer, who
         has been selected by a resistance organization for death, and who has been selected
         by a resistance organization for death, and whose death provides positive advantages
         to that organization.
      

      
      EMPLOYMENT

      
      Assassination is an extreme measure not normally used in clandestine operations. It
         should be assumed that it will never be ordered or authorized by any U.S. Headquarters,
         though the latter may in rare instances agree to its execution by members of an associated
         foreign service. This reticence is partly due to the necessity for committing communications
         to paper. No assassination instructions should ever be written or recorded. Consequently,
         the decision to employ this technique must nearly always be reached in the field,
         at the area where the act will take place. Decision and instructions should be confined
         to an absolute minimum of persons. Ideally, only one person will be involved. No report
         may be made, but usually the act will be properly covered by normal news services,
         whose output is available to all concerned.
      

      
      JUSTIFICATION

      
      Murder is not morally justifiable. Self-defense may be argued if the victim has knowledge
         which may destroy the resistance organization if divulged. Assassination of persons
         responsible for atrocities or reprisals may be regarded as just punishment. Killing
         a political leader whose burgeoning career is a clear and present danger to the cause
         of freedom may be held necessary.
      

      
      But assassination can seldom be employed with a clear conscience. Persons who are
         morally squeamish should not attempt it.
      

      
      CLASSIFICATIONS

      
      The techniques employed will vary according to whether the subject is unaware of his
         danger, aware but unguarded, or guarded. They will also be affected by whether or
         not the assassin is to be killed with the subject. Hereafter, assassinations in which
         the subject is unaware will be termed “simple”; those where the subject is aware but
         unguarded will be termed “chase”; those where the victim is guarded will be termed
         “guarded.”
      

      
       If the assassin is to die with the subject, the act will be called “lost.” If the
         assassin is to escape, the adjective will be “safe.” It should be noted that no compromises
         should exist here. The assassin must not fall alive into enemy hands.
      

      
       A further type division is caused by the need to conceal the fact that the subject
         was actually the victim of assassination, rather than an accident or natural causes.
         If such concealment is desirable the operation will be called “secret”; if concealment
         is immaterial, the act will be called “open”; while if the assassination requires
         publicity to be effective it will be termed “terroristic.”
      

      
       Following these definitions, the assassination of Julius Caesar was safe, simple,
         and terroristic, while that of Huey Long was lost, guarded and open. Obviously, successful
         secret assassinations are not recorded as assassination at all. [Illegible] of Thailand
         and Augustus Caesar may have been the victims of safe, guarded and secret assassination.
         Chase assassinations usually involve clandestine agents or members of criminal organizations.
      

      
      THE ASSASSIN

      
      In safe assassinations, the assassin needs the usual qualities of a clandestine agent.
         He should be determined, courageous, intelligent, resourceful, and physically active.
         If special equipment is to be used, such as firearms or drugs, it is clear that he
         must have outstanding skill with such equipment.
      

      
       Except in terroristic assassinations, it is desirable that the assassin be transient
         in the area. He should have an absolute minimum of contact with the rest of the organization
         and his instructions should be given orally by one person only. His safe evacuation
         after the act is absolutely essential, but here again contact should be as limited
         as possible. It is preferable that the person issuing instructions also conduct any
         withdrawal or covering action which may be necessary.
      

      
       In lost assassination, the assassin must be a fanatic of some sort. Politics, religion,
         and revenge are about the only feasible motives. Since a fanatic is unstable psychologically,
         he must be handled with extreme care. He must not know the identities of the other
         members of the organization, for although it is intended that he die in the act, something
         may go wrong. While the assassin of Trotsky has never revealed any significant information,
         it was unsound to depend on this when the act was planned.
      

      
      PLANNING

      
      When the decision to assassinate has been reached, the tactics of the operation must
         be planned, based upon an estimate of the situation similar to that used in military
         operations. The preliminary estimate will reveal gaps in information and possibly
         indicate a need for special equipment which must be procured or constructed. When
         all necessary data has been collected, an effective tactical plan can be prepared.
         All planning must be mental; no papers should ever contain evidence of the operation.
      

      
       In resistance situations, assassination may be used as a counter-reprisal. Since
         this requires advertising to be effective, the resistance organization must be in
         a position to warn high officials publicly that their lives will be the price of reprisal
         action against innocent people. Such a threat is of no value unless it can be carried
         out, so it may be necessary to plan the assassination of various responsible officers
         of the oppressive regime and hold such plans in readiness to be used only if provoked
         by excessive brutality. Such plans must be modified frequently to meet changes in
         the tactical situation.
      

      
      TECHNIQUES

      
      The essential point of assassination is the death of the subject. A human being may
         be killed in many ways but sureness is often overlooked by those who may be emotionally
         unstrung by the seriousness of this act they intend to commit. The specific technique
         employed will depend upon a large number of variables, but should be constant in one
         point: Death must be absolutely certain. The attempt on Hitler’s life failed because
         the conspiracy did not give this matter proper attention.
      

       

      Techniques may be considered as follows:

      
      1. Manual.

      
      It is possible to kill a man with the bare hands, but very few are skillful enough
         to do it well. Even a highly trained Judo expert will hesitate to risk killing by
         hand unless he has absolutely no alternative. However, the simplest local tools are
         often much the most efficient means of assassination. A hammer, axe, wrench, screw
         driver, fire poker, kitchen knife, lamp stand, or anything hard, heavy and handy will
         suffice. A length of rope or wire or a belt will do if the assassin is strong and
         agile. All such improvised weapons have the important advantage of availability and
         apparent innocence. The obviously lethal machine-gun failed to kill Trotsky where
         an item of sporting goods succeeded.
      

      
       In all safe cases where the assassin may be subject to search, either before or after
         the act, specialized weapons should not be used. Even in the lost case, the assassin
         may accidentally be searched before the act and should not carry an incriminating
         device if any sort of lethal weapon can be improvised at or near the site. If the
         assassin normally carries weapons because of the nature of his job, it may still be
         desirable to improvise and implement at the scene to avoid disclosure of his identity.
      

      
      2. Accidents.

      
      For secret assassination, either simple or chase, the contrived accident is the most
         effective technique. When successfully executed, it causes little excitement and is
         only casually investigated.
      

      
       The most efficient accident, in simple assassination, is a fall of 75 feet or more
         onto a hard surface. Elevator shafts, stair wells, unscreened windows and bridges
         will serve. Bridge falls into water are not reliable. In simple cases a private meeting
         with the subject may be arranged at a properly-cased location. The act may be executed
         by sudden, vigorous [XXXX] of the ankles, tipping the subject over the edge. If the
         assassin immediately sets up an outcry, playing the “horrified witness,” no alibi
         or surreptitious withdrawal is necessary. In chase cases it will usually be necessary
         to stun or drug the subject before dropping him. Care is required to insure that no
         wound or condition not attributable to the fall is discernible after death.
      

      
       Falls into the sea or swiftly flowing rivers may suffice if the subject cannot swim.
         It will be more reliable if the assassin can arrange to attempt rescue, as he can
         thus be sure of the subject’s death and at the same time establish a workable alibi.
      

      
       If the subject’s personal habits make it feasible, alcohol may be used [XXXX XXXX]
         to prepare him for a contrived accident of any kind.
      

      
       Falls before trains or subway cars are usually effective, but require exact timing
         and can seldom be free from unexpected observation.
      

      
       Automobile accidents are a less satisfactory means of assassination. If the subject
         is deliberately run down, very exact timing is necessary and investigation is likely
         to be thorough. If the subject’s car is tampered with, reliability is very low. The
         subject may be stunned or drugged and then placed in the car, but this is only reliable
         when the car can be run off a high cliff or into deep water without observation.
      

      
       Arson can cause accidental death if the subject is drugged and left in a burning
         building. Reliability is not satisfactory unless the building is isolated and highly
         combustible.
      

      
      3. Drugs.

      
      In all types of assassination except terroristic, drugs can be very effective. If
         the assassin is trained as a doctor or nurse and the subject is under medical care,
         this is an easy and rare method. An overdose of morphine administered as a sedative
         will cause death without disturbance and is difficult to detect. The size of the dose
         will depend upon whether the subject has been using narcotics regularly. If not, two
         grains will suffice.
      

      
       If the subject drinks heavily, morphine or a similar narcotic can be injected at
         the passing out stage, and the cause of death will often be held to be acute alcoholism.
      

      
       Specific poisons, such as arsenic or strychnine, are effective but their possession
         or procurement is incriminating, and accurate dosage is problematical. Poison was
         used unsuccessfully in the assassination of Rasputin and Kolohan, though the latter
         case is more accurately described as a murder.
      

      
      4. Edge Weapons

      
      Any locally obtained edge device may be successfully employed. A certain minimum of
         anatomical knowledge is needed for reliability.
      

      
       Puncture wounds of the body cavity may not be reliable unless the heart is reached.
         The heart is protected by the rib cage and is not always easy to locate.
      

      
       Abdominal wounds were once nearly always mortal, but modern medical treatment has
         made this no longer true.
      

      
       Absolute reliability is obtained by severing the spinal cord in the cervical region.
         This can be done with the point of a knife or a light blow of an axe or hatchet.
      

      
       Another reliable method is the severing of both jugular and carotid blood vessels
         on both sides of the windpipe.
      

      
       If the subject has been rendered unconscious by other wounds or drugs, either of
         the above methods can be used to insure death.
      

      
      5. Blunt Weapons

      
      As with edge weapons, blunt weapons require some anatomical knowledge for effective
         use. Their main advantage is their universal availability. A hammer may be picked
         up almost anywhere in the world. Baseball and [illegible] bats are very widely distributed.
         Even a rock or a heavy stick will do, and nothing resembling a weapon need be procured,
         carried or subsequently disposed of.
      

      
       Blows should be directed to the temple, the area just below and behind the ear, and
         the lower, rear portion of the skull. Of course, if the blow is very heavy, any portion
         of the upper skull will do. The lower frontal portion of the head, from the eyes to
         the throat, can withstand enormous blows without fatal consequences.
      

      
      6. Firearms

      
      Firearms are often used in assassination, often very ineffectively. The assassin usually
         has insufficient technical knowledge of the limitations of weapons, and expects more
         range, accuracy and killing power than can be provided with reliability. Since certainty
         of death is the major requirement, firearms should be used which can provide destructive
         power at least 100% in excess of that thought to be necessary, and ranges should be
         half that considered practical for the weapon.
      

      
       Firearms have other drawbacks. Their possession is often incriminating. They may
         be difficult to obtain. They require a degree of experience from the user. They are
         [illegible]. Their [illegible] is consistently over-rated.
      

      
       However, there are many cases in which firearms are probably more efficient than
         any other means. These cases usually involve distance between the assassin and the
         subject, or comparative physical weakness of the assassin, as with a woman.
      

      
      (a) The Precision Rifle.

      
      In guarded assassination, a good hunting or target rifle should always be considered
         as a possibility. Absolute reliability can nearly always be achieved at a distance
         of one hundred yards. In ideal circumstances, the range may be extended to 250 yards.
         The rifle should be a well made bolt or falling block action type, handling a powerful
         long-range cartridge. The .300 F.A.B. Magnum is probably the best cartridge readily
         available. Other excellent calibers are .375 M.[illegible]. Magnum, .270 Winchester,
         .30 - 106 p.s., 8 x 60 MM Magnum, 9.3 x 62 kk and others of this type. These are preferable
         to ordinary military calibers, since ammunition available for them is usually of the
         expanding bullet type, whereas most ammunition for military rifles is full jacketed
         and hence not sufficiently lethal. Military ammunition should not be altered by filing
         or drilling bullets, as this will adversely affect accuracy.
      

      
      The rifle may be of the “bull gun” variety, with extra heavy barrel and set triggers,
         but in any case should be capable of maximum precision. Ideally, the weapon should
         be able to group in one inch at one hundred yards, but 21/2” groups are adequate.
         The sight should be telescopic, not only for accuracy, but because such a sight is
         much better in dim light or near darkness. As long as the bare outline of the target
         is discernable, a telescope sight will work, even if the rifle and shooter are in
         total darkness.
      

      
       An expanding, hunting bullet of such calibers as described above will produce extravagant
         laceration and shock at short or mid-range. If a man is struck just once in the body
         cavity, his death is almost entirely certain.
      

      
       Public figures or guarded officials may be killed with great reliability and some
         safety if a firing point can be established prior to an official occasion. The propaganda
         value of this system may be very high.
      

      
      (b) The Machine Gun.

      
      Machine guns may be used in most cases where the precision rifle is applicable. Usually,
         this will require the subversion of a unit of an official guard at a ceremony, though
         a skillful and determined team might conceivably dispose of a loyal gun crow without
         commotion and take over the gun at the critical time.
      

      
       The area fire capacity of the machine gun should not be used to search out a concealed
         subject. This was tried with predictable lack of success on Trotsky. The automatic
         feature of the machine gun should rather be used to increase reliability by placing
         a 5 second burst on the subject. Even with full jacket ammunition, this will be absolutely
         lethal if the burst pattern is no larger than a man. This can be accomplished at about
         150 yards. In ideal circumstances, a properly padded and targeted machine gun can
         do it at 850 yards. The major difficulty is placing the first burst exactly on the
         target, as most machine gunners are trained to spot their fire on target by observation
         of strike. This will not do in assassination as the subject will not wait.
      

      
      (c) The Submachine Gun.

      
      This weapon, known as the “machine-pistol” by the Russians and Germans and “machine-carbine”
         by the British, is occasionally useful in assassination. Unlike the rifle and machine
         gun, this is a short range weapon and since it fires pistol ammunition, much less
         powerful. To be reliable, it should deliver at least 5 rounds into the subject’s chest,
         though the .45 caliber U.S. weapons have a much larger margin of killing efficiency
         than the 9 mm European arms.
      

      
       The assassination range of the sub-machine gun is point blank. While accurate single
         rounds can be delivered by sub-machine gunners at 50 yards or more, this is not certain
         enough for assassination. Under ordinary circumstances, the 5MG should be used as
         a fully automatic weapon. In the hands of a capable gunner, a high cyclic rate is
         a distinct advantage, as speed of execution is most desirable, particularly in the
         case of multiple subjects.
      

      
       The sub-machine gun is especially adapted to indoor work when more than one subject
         is to be assassinated. An effective technique has been devised for the use of a pair
         of sub-machine gunners, by which a room containing as many as a dozen subjects can
         be “purifico” in about twenty seconds with little or no risk to the gunners. It is
         illustrated below.
      

      
       While the U.S. sub-machine guns fire the most lethal cartridges, the higher cyclic
         rate of some foreign weapons enable the gunner to cover a target quicker with acceptable
         pattern density. The Bergmann Model 1934 is particularly good in this way. The Danish
         Madman? SMG has a moderately good cyclic rate and is admirably compact and concealable.
         The Russian SHG’s have a good cyclic rate, but are handicapped by a small, light protective
         which requires more kits for equivalent killing effect.
      

      
      (d) The Shotgun.

      
      A large bore shotgun is a most effective killing instrument as long as the range is
         kept under ten yards. It should normally be used only on single targets as it cannot
         sustain fire successfully. The barrel may be “sawed” off for convenience, but this
         is not a significant factor in its killing performance. Its optimum range is just
         out of reach of the subject. 00 buckshot is considered the best shot size for a twelve
         gage gun, but anything from single balls to bird shot will do if the range is right.
         The assassin should aim for the solar plexus as the shot pattern is small at close
         range and can easily [illegible] the head.
      

      
      (e) The Pistol.

      
      While the handgun is quite inefficient as a weapon of assassination, it is often used,
         partly because it is readily available and can be concealed on the person, and partly
         because its limitations are not widely appreciated. While many well known assassinations
         have been carried out with pistols (Lincoln, Harding, Ghandi), such attempts fail
         as often as they succeed, (Truman, Roosevelt, Churchill).
      

      
       If a pistol is used, it should be as powerful as possible and fired from just beyond
         reach. The pistol and the shotgun are used in similar tactical situations, except
         that the shotgun is much more lethal and the pistol is much more easily concealed.
      

      
       In the hands of an expert, a powerful pistol is quite deadly, but such experts are
         rare and not usually available for assassination missions.
      

      
      .45 Colt, .44 Special, .455 Kly, .45 A.S.[illegible] (U.S. Service) and .357 Magnum
         are all efficient calibers. Less powerful rounds can suffice but are less reliable.
         Sub-power cartridges such as the .32s and .25s should be avoided.
      

      
      In all cases, the subject should be hit solidly at least three times for complete
         reliability.
      

      
      (f) Silent Firearms

      
      The sound of the explosion of the proponent in a firearm can be effectively silenced
         by appropriate attachments. However, the sound of the projective passing through the
         air cannot, since this sound is generated outside the weapon. In cases where the velocity
         of the bullet greatly exceeds that of sound, the noise so generated is much louder
         than that of the explosion. Since all powerful rifles have muzzle velocities of over
         2,000 feet per second, they cannot be silenced.
      

      
      Pistol bullets, on the other hand, usually travel slower than sound and the sound
         of their flight is negligible. Therefore, pistols, submachine guns and any sort of
         improvised carbine or rifle which will take a low velocity cartridge can be silenced.
         The user should not forget that the sound of the operation of a repeating action is
         considerable, and that the sound of bullet strike, particularly in bone is quite loud.
      

      
       Silent firearms are only occasionally useful to the assassin, though they have been
         widely publicized in this connection. Because permissible velocity is low, effective
         precision range is held to about 100 yards with rifle or carbine type weapons, while
         with pistols, silent or otherwise, are most efficient just beyond arms length. The
         silent feature attempts to provide a degree of safety to the assassin, but mere possession
         of a silent firearm is likely to create enough hazard to counter the advantage of
         its silence. The silent pistol combines the disadvantages of any pistol with the added
         one of its obviously clandestine purpose.
      

      
       A telescopically sighted, closed-action carbine shooting a low velocity bullet of
         great weight, and built for accuracy, could be very useful to an assassin in certain
         situations. At the time of writing, no such weapon is known to exist.
      

      
      7. Explosives.

      
      Bombs and demolition charges of various sorts have been used frequently in assassination.
         Such devices, in terroristic and open assassination, can provide safety and overcome
         guard barriers, but it is curious that bombs have often been the implement of lost
         assassinations.
      

      
       The major factor which affects reliability is the use of explosives for assassination,
         the charge must be very large and the detonation must be controlled exactly as to
         time by the assassin who can observe the subject. A small or moderate explosive charge
         is highly unreliable as a cause of death, and time delay or booby-trap devices are
         extremely prone to kill the wrong man. In addition to the moral aspects of indiscriminate
         killing, the death of casual bystanders can often produce public reactions unfavorable
         to the cause for which the assassination is carried out.
      

      
       Bombs or grenades should never be thrown at a subject. While this will always cause
         a commotion and may even result in the subject’s death, it is sloppy, unreliable,
         and bad propaganda. The charge must be too small and the assassin is never sure of:
         (1) reaching his attack position, (2) placing the charge close enough to the target
         and (3) firing the charge at the right time.
      

      
       Placing the charge surreptitiously in advance permits a charge of proper size to
         be employed, but requires accurate prediction of the subject’s movements.
      

      
       Ten pounds of high explosive should normally be regarded as a minimum, and this is
         explosive of fragmentation material. The latter can consist of any hard, [illegible]
         material as long as the fragments are large enough. Metal or rock fragments should
         be walnut-size rather than pen-size. If solid plates are used, to be ruptured by the
         explosion, cast iron, 1” thick, gives excellent fragmentation. Military or commercial
         high explosives are practical for use in assassination. Homemade or improvised explosives
         should be avoided. While possibly powerful, they tend to be dangerous and unreliable.
         Anti-personnel explosive missiles are excellent, provided the assassin has sufficient
         technical knowledge to fuse them properly. 81 or 82 mm mortar shells, or the 120 mm
         mortar shell, are particularly good. Anti-personnel shells for 85, 88, 90, 100 and
         105 mm guns and howitzers are both large enough to be completely reliable and small
         enough to be carried by one man.
      

      
       The charge should be so placed that the subject is not ever six feet from it at the
         moment of detonation.
      

      
       A large, shaped charge with the cone filled with iron fragments (such as 1” nuts
         and bolts) will fire a highly lethal shotgun-type [illegible] to 50 yards. This reaction
         has not been thoroughly tested, however, and an exact replica of the proposed device
         should be fired in advance to determine exact range, pattern-size, and penetration
         of fragments. Fragments should penetrate at least 1” of seasoned pine or equivalent
         for minimum reliability. Any firing device may be used which permits exact control
         by the assassin. An ordinary commercial or military exploder is efficient, as long
         as it is rigged for instantaneous action with no time fuse in the system.
      

      
       The wire strung electric target can serve as the triggering device and provide exact
         timing from as far away as the assassin can reliably hit the target. This will avoid
         the disadvantages of stringing wire between the proposed positions of the assassin
         and the subject, and also permit the assassin to fire the charge from a variety of
         possible positions.
      

      
      The radio switch can be [illegible] to fire [illegible], though its reliability is
         somewhat lower and its procurement may not be easy.
      

      
      EXAMPLES

      
      Here may be presented brief outlines, with critical evaluations of the following assassinations
         and attempts:
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      Appendix D

      
      
      CIA Report

      
      The Attack That Failed: Iraq’s Attempt to Assassinate Former President Bush in Kuwait
            in April 1993

      
       

      
      Key Findings

      
      On 15 April 1993, a team of terrorists was arrested by Kuwaiti authorities for plotting
         to assassinate former President George Bush during an official visit to Kuwait City
         on the previous day. The two leaders of the team confessed to Kuwaiti authorities
         and later to U.S. investigators that they had been recruited; trained; and equipped
         with arms, explosives, and false passports by Iraqi intelligence agents based in Basra.
         Forensic tests conducted by U.S. experts proved conclusively that the explosive devices
         were identical to others recovered before and after the Kuwait event and were known
         to have been manufactured by Iraq. The Iraqis had sufficient foreknowledge of President
         Bush’s visit to prepare for the operation. In addition, Saddam Husayn had several
         motives for wanting to assassinate the former President, including revenge for the
         devastation caused by Coalition forces during Operation Desert Storm. Iraqi press
         articles and editorials had made explicit threats before the assassination attempt.
         [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]
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      Scope Note

      
      This report details the Iraqi regime’s attempt to assassinate former President George
         Bush on 14 April 1993. The investigation of the attempt to kill President Bush was
         exhaustive. It drew on the investigative and forensic resources of the Federal Bureau
         of Investigation, a variety of Central Intelligence Agency sources, and the concerted
         efforts of the Kuwaiti Government.
      

      
      Evidence surrounding the assassination plot consists of four mutually reinforcing
         segments.—
      

      
      
         	
            
            Public threats by senior Iraqi officials,

            
         

         
         	
            Statements made by the suspects,

            
         

         
         	
            Forensic evidence,

            
         

         
         	
            Intelligence reporting.

            
         

         
      

      
      On 4 June 1994, the Kuwait State Security Court convicted 13 of the 14 defendants
         who were tried for involvement in the assassination plot. Five Iraqis—including the
         major defendants al Asadi and al Ghazali—and one Kuwaiti were sentenced to death.
         Seven other defendants, including five Iraqis and two Kuwaitis, were convicted of
         possessing explosives and entering Kuwait illegally. The seven were given jail sentences
         ranging from six months to twelve years. One Kuwaiti defendant was acquitted.
      

      
      On 20 March 1995, following all of the defendants’ appeals, Kuwait’s highest appellate
         court—the Court of Cassation—confirmed the death sentence for two of the Iraqis and
         commuted the sentence of the other four defendants who had faced execution, including
         one Kuwaiti. The Amir must order the executions and has not done so as of August 1995.
      

      
      Background: Baghdad’s Use of Terrorism

      
      The Ba’th Party in Iraq has a history of sponsoring or encouraging terrorism. At various
         times it has played host to, and maintains ties to, such terrorist groups as the Abu
         Nidal organization (ANO) led by Sabri al Banna and the Palestine Liberation Front
         led by Abu Abbas.
      

      
      Iraqi use of terrorism as a means of governing and repressing increased significantly
         when Saddam Husayn assumed office. In addition to supporting radical Palestinian terrorist
         groups, he has ruthlessly pursued and murdered his opponents at home and abroad. He
         ordered the assassinations of numerous domestic adversaries and former colleagues,
         including dissidents in the United Kingdom, Sudan, Jordan, and the Kurdish area of
         northern Iraq. His grasp on power, the fear he instills in his subordinates, and the
         highly centralized nature of his dictatorship would indicate that he authorizes all
         major Iraqi terrorist operations.
      

      
      Numerous instances of Saddam’s brutality in killing real or imagined enemies to protect
         himself and his regime have been recorded over the years. Examples include:
      

      
      Shortly after coming to power, Saddam convoked a congress of senior Ba’th Party and
         government officials. During the sessions, he accused various individuals of treachery.
         The accused were taken from the hall and summarily executed. A film of the proceedings
         shows Saddam alternately weeping and smoking his cigar during the roll call.
      

      
      In 1988, Saddam ordered the murder of a prominent Shia clerical dissident, Sayyid
         Mahdi al-Hakim, in Khartoum. Al-Hakim, whose brother heads the largest Iranian-backed
         Shia opposition group, was shot by an Iraqi operative. The killer drove away from
         the scene in a car with Iraqi diplomatic license plates.
      

      
      [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

      
      Damage to Iraq’s overseas terrorist infrastructure did not quell its tendency toward
         violence. In December 1992, two Iraqi agents murdered an Iraqi nuclear scientist in
         Amman as he was preparing to defect. However, Saddam has been mainly targeting his
         Kurdish adversaries and UN humanitarian units and nongovernmental organizations working
         with Kurds in northern Iraq. During 1993, Iraqi agents caused numerous casualties
         in attacks that included placing magnetic bombs beneath UN relief trucks and bombing,
         shooting, and arson incidents aimed at the houses, offices, and vehicles of UN and
         other relief workers. At one point, Defense Minister Ali Hassan al-Majid offered a
         bounty for the killing of dissident Kurdish leaders.
      

      
      A flagrant terrorist attack in 1992 directed against a leading Western personality
         demonstrated Saddam’s willingness to disregard international opinion and possible
         military retaliation. On 6 July, terrorists who were probably Iraqi agents mounted
         a car-bomb attack against a convoy traveling near the town of Sulaimaniya in northern
         Iraq. The convoy was escorting the wife of French President Mitterrand, a fact that
         was known to the Iraqi regime because the government-controlled press criticized her
         visit. An Iraqi newspaper, Al-Qadisiyah, wrote on 6 July that her visit to the Kurds in northern Iraq was “foolish,” and
         a “rude violation of Iraq’s national sovereignty.” The newspaper then claimed that
         Madame Mitterrand “has close links with Zionism and the secessionist gangs in northern
         Iraq [and] cannot justify her foolish behavior by giving it a humanitarian cover.
         Madame Mitterrand escaped injury, but four people were killed and 19 others were injured.
      

      
      Saddam’s domestic terrorism campaign persists. Iraq was responsible for 41 terrorist
         incidents between 1 January 1993, and 28 February 1994, all in northern Iraq with
         the exception of the attempted assassination of President Bush in Kuwait. The incidents
         included armed attacks and bombings, which killed seven persons, including four international
         and three local staff members of nongovernmental humanitarian organizations. More
         than 30 others were wounded.
      

      
      Public Iraqi Threats Against President Bush

      
      Following Iraq’s surrender in January 1991, Baghdad publicly singled out President
         Bush, as well as other senior U.S. Government officials, as being responsible for
         the devastation of its military and physical infrastructure.
      

      
      Thereafter, Iraqi officials were open about exacting retribution. On 27 November 1991,
         an editorial in the Iraqi Ba’thist newspaper Al-Thawrah claimed that “The Iraqi people will . . . never forget that Bush’s barbaric aggression
         targeted their lives and their existence. . . . Bush and his aggressor allies are
         responsible, first and foremost, for the suffering of the Iraqi people.” On 28 July
         1992, Saddam’s press secretary said in the same newspaper that “Bush and no one else
         wants to apply a new law, which goes beyond the law of the jungle. . . . This [President
         Bush] is the spiteful, the brutal, and the savage one. This is the one who will be
         cursed, along with his ancestors, until the day of judgment.” The article continued:
         “Who is the savage one who has embodied all savagery, who is the villain who epitomizes
         all lowliness? Can it be anyone other than George Bush?”
      

      
      Numerous Iraqi public statements called for revenge against President Bush. Immediately
         after the conclusion of Operation Desert Storm, the Iraqi press issued frequent threats,
         of which the following are representative examples.
      

      
      One editorial in January 1991 claimed that a “fedayeen (one who sacrifices himself)
         combat force” would be formed to seek revenge through “suicide operations.” (The assassination
         attempt may have involved a suicide attack.) Another Iraqi press item in February
         1991 held President Bush personally responsible for each drop of blood spilled on
         Iraqi soil and warned that he and others would be hunted down and punished. “The curse,”
         the writer threatened, “will haunt them and their families until doomsday.” On 28
         December 1992, after the downing of an Iraqi military aircraft, the Defense Ministry
         newspaper Al-Qadisiyah was quoted by the Iraqi News Agency as claiming that “Iraq reserves the right to
         respond in the manner and at the time its leadership deems appropriate, at which time
         Iraq will wreak double retaliation on Bush and on all the evil ones.” On the same
         day, the proregime newspaper Al-’Iraq boasted that “If the criminal Bush imagines
         that this crime will go unpunished, then he is deluded and deceives only his sick,
         evil person. This is because forgetting the acts of scoundrels and murderers like
         him is not an Iraqi characteristic.”
      

      
      Saddam’s Motive for the Attack

      
      The motive suggested by the Iraqi media’s rhetoric—revenge for Iraq’s defeat in Desert
         Storm—was probably the principal reason for Saddam’s decision to attack President
         Bush. Saddam has a deserved reputation for bloody vindictiveness. The presence of
         the former President in neighboring Kuwait—would have appeared to be a prime opportunity
         to strike, hopefully with deniability. Saddam probably calculated that the Kuwait-Iraq
         border, which was porous and crisscrossed with smugglers’ routes, would be an ideal
         area to infiltrate an assassination team.
      

      
      [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

      
      Foreknowledge of President Bush’s Visit

      
      The Iraqi regime had ample time before President Bush’s visit to Kuwait to prepare
         an attack. The possibility of a visit by the President had circulated in the Kuwaiti
         media as early as 10 November 1992. On that date, Kuwait’s Embassy in Washington delivered
         a public message to President Bush, via the Department of State, in which the Crown
         Prince thanked the President for defeating Iraq and invited him to visit Kuwait “at
         a date of [his] choice.” The Kuwaiti media published the text of the Crown Prince’s
         letter on 12 November. Additional indicators of an impending visit came from media
         speculation in January 1993 that President Bush would go to Kuwait after visiting
         US forces in Somalia. Later in January there were press reports that President Bush
         would visit Kuwait in 1993 to receive a medal from the Kuwaiti Government.
      

      
      On 1 April 1993, President Bush’s spokesman in Houston announced that the former President
         “planned to spend two days in Kuwait sometime between 12 and 16 April.” By 1 April,
         the Iraqis were able to focus their planning for the terrorist attack—planning that
         could have begun as early as the previous November—on specific dates. According to
         one of the principal accused persons, al-Ghazali, the Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS)
         recruited him for the operation on 8 and 9 April.
      

      
      [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

      
      Information Supplied by the Suspects

      
      The fullest account of the assassination plot and how it failed was provided by the
         two key suspects, Wali al-Ghazali and Ra’ad al-Asadi, who confessed to Kuwaiti authorities
         within a week of their capture. By their account, they had been recruited by Iraqi
         intelligence officers in Basra, Iraq, to infiltrate Kuwait and carry out a series
         of bombings. Both later repeated their admissions to FBI agents and during court proceedings.1

      
      Both al-Ghazali and al-Asadi2 insist that they agreed to carry out the mission out of fear of Iraqi retribution
         against them, and probably their families, if they refused to cooperate. Al-Ghazali
         claims that he had intended to surrender to Kuwaiti authorities as soon as he could
         escape from the other members of the assassination team. Al-Asadi asserts that al-Ghazali
         was determined to complete the mission and was only prevented from doing so by Kuwaiti
         interdiction.3

      
      Synopsis of the Plot and the Arrests

      
      The following narrative, drawn from the suspects’ statements, describes the unraveling
         of the plot. The chronology in appendix A includes key events regarding President
         Bush’s trip, the assassination plot, and the ensuing investigation.
      

      
      The earliest reported contact between the IIS and any of the suspects was in February
         1992, when Salim al-Shamri took al-Asadi to Safwan. They met with an Iraqi intelligence
         officer called Abu Ahmad, a.k.a. Captain Jum’aa. Abu Ahmad tried to recruit al-Asadi
         to provide information on Kuwait derived from his activities as a smuggler. Al-Asadi
         told Abu Ahmad, however, that he did not cross into Kuwait frequently enough to be
         useful.
      

      
      On 8 April 1993, the other key suspect, al-Ghazali, was contacted by an Iraqi named
         Abd al-Husayn, whom al-Ghazali believed to be an officer of the IIS. This officer
         took al-Ghazali to the Hamdan Hotel in Basra, where he was ordered to wait to meet
         another reported Iraqi intelligence officer named Abu Rafed. The next day Abu Rafed
         met with al-Ghazali at the hotel. He told al-Ghazali he was required to participate
         in an operation in Kuwait to assassinate President Bush. Al-Ghazali claims that he
         tried hard to refuse the mission but that Abu Rafed rebuffed his objections. Abu Rafed
         then accompanied al-Ghazali to have his passport photograph taken.
      

      
      On 10 April, a reputed Iraqi intelligence officer named Muhammad Jawad approached
         al-Asadi in the Marbed Cafe in al-Ashaar, a district of Basra. Over a three-year period,
         Al-Asadi had noticed Jawad patronizing the cafe but had only known him personally
         for one year. Jawad inquired when al-Asadi’s next smuggling trip to Kuwait was scheduled
         and what goods he would be taking. Al-Asadi replied that he would be crossing the
         border in the near future with a load of contraband whisky.
      

      
      The same day, Abu Rafed escorted al-Ghazali a short distance from the Hamdan Hotel
         to a military-guarded government building (identified later by intelligence reporting
         as the Basra municipal office). Inside the facility, Abu Rafed showed al-Ghazali a
         Toyota Landcruiser, which he explained was loaded with explosives to be detonated
         on the Bush motorcade route. Abu Rafed instructed al-Ghazali on how to detonate the
         Landcruiser and told him that a guide would be provided to take him to the target
         location, but that he himself would have to scan the media carefully for details of
         President Bush’s itinerary. Abu Rafed then gave al-Ghazali 5,000 Iraqi dinars. Abu
         Rafed’s personal driver, Walid, drove al-Ghazali to his home so that he could hand
         the money over to his wife. Walid then took al-Ghazali back to the Hamdan Hotel.
      

      
      On 11 April, Iraqi intelligence officers arranged al-Asadi’s role in the mission.
         Jawad met al-Asadi at the Marbed Cafe and requested that he smuggle a car and a driver
         into Kuwait. Jawad offered to pay al-Asadi 5,000 Iraqi dinars and five cases of whisky.
         Al-Asadi responded that he was already committed to smuggling three cases of whisky
         and some illegal immigrants into Kuwait and therefore would first have to consult
         with his partners. After obtaining his partners’ agreement, al-Asadi contacted Jawad
         and was informed that he would be transporting explosives into Kuwait. Jawad asked
         for a photograph of al-Asadi, and al-Asadi provided one.
      

      
      In Iraq, preparations to initiate the operation were completed on 12 April. Abu Rafed
         and Abdel Yamma met al-Ghazali at the Hamdan Hotel. Abu Rafed gave al-Ghazali a Browning
         pistol with a silencer, two battery-powered landmines, and US $1,100 for expenses.
         Al-Ghazali was also provided with the Landcruiser. Next, the group went to the Marbed
         Cafe in al-Ashaar, followed by al-Asadi driving a Chevrolet Suburban. They all then
         went to Zubayr, where Abu Rafed introduced al-Ghazali to al-Asadi.
      

      
      At the Zubayr rendezvous, the Iraqi intelligence officers provided final instructions,
         explained how to use the explosive devices, and issued additional equipment.
      

      
      Jawad gave al-Asadi a Kuwait license plate. Jawad then instructed al-Asadi to find
         out from Bandar al-Shamri how to get to Kuwait University and what the best locations
         would be for the placement of the packaged explosive devices. Al-Asadi himself would
         pick from those locations and place the explosives.
      

      
      Jawad told al-Asadi that the Landcruiser contained explosives and instructed him to
         be responsible for guiding al-Ghazali to Kuwait University so that al-Ghazali could
         complete the mission.
      

      
      Jawad gave al-Asadi 10 blocks or “cubes” of explosives in two bags, showed him how
         to detonate the devices, and explained that the devices were to be placed in various
         locations in Kuwait.
      

      
      Jawad also gave al-Asadi an AK-47 rifle, a pistol, handgrenades, mines and a United
         Arab Emirates (UAE) passport bearing a false identity.
      

      
      At the same time, the other Iraqi intelligence officer, Abu Rafed, briefed al-Ghazali.
         He gave al-Ghazali an explosive belt and told him that, if the car bomb failed to
         work, al-Ghazali was to don the belt, make his way close to President Bush, and detonate
         the device strapped to his body.4 Finally, Abu Rafed gave al-Ghazali a false UAE passport.
      

      
      The briefings concluded, the Iraqi intelligence officers left Zubayr. Shortly thereafter,
         nine additional members of the group were assembled and embarked in the Suburban and
         the Landcruiser. Two new members were familiar with the topography and guided the
         team across the Kuwait border the evening of 12 April to al-Sheeb. Before crossing
         the border, the group removed the Iraqi license plates from their vehicles and replaced
         them with Kuwaiti plates. Al-Asadi also gave al-Ghazali two grenades at this time.
         Once across the border, the group unloaded and hid their illegal cargo.
      

      
      Al-Ghazali, al-Asadi, Jabbar Muhammad, Salim al-Shamri, and Bandar al-Shamri left
         the remaining members with the Suburban and its contents at al-Sheeb. They then drove
         off in the Landcruiser to the house of Badr al-Shamri, another of the accused. They
         persuaded Badr to agree to buy the whisky and give them a place to sleep. Al-Asadi
         and two of the team drove back to al-Sheeb to collect the whisky. They found that
         the Suburban had left, with the other people in it but without the whisky, for an
         unknown destination. They loaded the whisky into the Landcruiser, and, at al-Ghazali’s
         request, al-Asadi also loaded a bag containing weapons, grenades, and mines. Al-Asadi
         buried another bag containing four explosive devices, after which the group left for
         Kuwait City to rejoin the others. On the way, they met up with the Suburban, which
         was coming from the direction of Kuwait City. They all proceeded to a warehouse5 in Jahra near Kuwait City owned by Badr and hid the Landcruiser and the Suburban.
         Al-Ghazali and al-Asadi stayed overnight in Badr’s home. Al-Asadi told al-Ghazali
         that Bandar al-Shamri would show them the route to Kuwait University the following
         day.
      

      
      On 14 April, the mission started to unravel. Al-Asadi, Bandar al-Shamri, Salim al-Shamri,
         and Badr al-Shamri left Kuwait City to retrieve the Landcruiser and the Suburban from
         the warehouse in Jahra. On arrival, however, they found the warehouse surrounded by
         police, and they fled without the two vehicles. They collected al-Ghazali and decided
         to go back to Jahra to seek sanctuary. En route to Jahra, al-Ghazali—evidently rejecting
         the idea of a suicide attack—decided to get rid of the explosive belt and arranged
         to do so, probably by leaving it in the desert.6

      
      Next, al-Asadi and the three other accused dropped off al-Ghazali at the home of Jabbar
         Muhammad (another of the accused) and then returned to the warehouse, which was still
         surrounded by police officers. They returned to pick up al-Ghazali, and about this
         time Badr al-Shamri turned himself in to the Kuwaiti authorities. Subsequently, al-Ghazali
         and his associates went to the house of a friend in Jahra, who permitted them to stay
         the night but insisted they leave by 0500 hours the next morning.
      

      
      The terrorist mission collapsed abruptly on 15 April. Al-Asadi and al-Ghazali decided
         to give up the attempt and return to Iraq. Al-Asadi stole a vehicle and, with al-Ghazali
         and two other members of the group, drove toward Iraq. The vehicle soon overheated,
         so the group abandoned it by the side of the road and started to walk. After being
         reported by local Kuwaiti hunters, they were arrested by Kuwaiti police around noon
         near Markaz al-Matla (also referred to as Mutlaa), about 10 kilometers north of Jahra.
      

      
      Forensic Evidence

      
      The following descriptions are based on combined forensic reports performed at different
         times by the CIA and FBI.
      

      
      The Explosive Devices and Materials

      
      Examination of the explosive devices—the car bomb and 10 so-called cube bombs—that
         were smuggled into Kuwait and recovered by Kuwaiti authorities clearly identifies
         Iraq as their source. All of the bombs were improvised explosive devices—they were
         not mass-produced in a regular ordnance factory—and as such they bore the peculiar
         signature or imprint of the bomb-maker. A recognizable signature was easily discerned
         in independent examinations by FBI bomb technicians and forensic specialists when
         the bombs found in Kuwait were compared with others recovered elsewhere and known
         to be of Iraqi origin. The combined findings of the examinations, which, although
         independent arrived at the same conclusion, are as follows:
      

      
      
         The FBI lab report noted that the remote-controlled firing device that was part of
            the car bomb found in Kuwait closely resembles the corresponding components of Iraqi-made
            bombs that were recovered in February 1991 during Operation Desert Storm.
         

         
         According to a variety of sources, these latter bombs include a car bomb in Turkey
            (the ownership of this car was traced to an identified Iraqi intelligence operative)
            and similar devices recovered from a hiding place in the Iraqi Embassy in Abu Dhabi,
            United Arab Emirates, which Iraq had vacated shortly before the Persian Gulf war.
         

         
         [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

         
         Chemical and physical analyses at the FBI lab indicate that the main charge in the
            Kuwait car bomb is an explosive known as PE-4A.
         

         
         [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

         
         Chemical and physical analyses of samples from two of the 10 cube bombs found in Kuwait
            indicate the same kind of explosive material as was taken from the car bomb recovered
            in Turkey in February 1991.
         

         
      

      Other Components and Techniques

      
      Examination of other components used in the explosive devices recovered in Kuwait,
         together with a comparison of the techniques used to assemble them, once again provide
         ample proof of direct Iraqi responsibility:
      

      
      The same basic components and techniques were used in the improvised explosive devices
         found in Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, Turkey, and northern Iraq. The radio-controlled part of
         each fuzing system was constructed from a manufactured radio control unit with an
         anodized metal housing. The numbers shown on each circuit board are the same, indicating
         the same manufacturer.
      

      
      The electronic timing mechanisms in these devices used the same type of circuit board
         and basic electronic components, and the placement of components and soldering techniques
         also are similar. The same resistor on each timing mechanism, for example, was positioned
         and uniquely-installed in the same manner on each circuit board. Furthermore, the
         face plates of the three radio-controlled receiving devices were altered by drilling
         two holes immediately under the off position of the on-off switch of each unit. Black
         and red insulated multistrand copper wires were inserted into the left and right holes
         respectively. The wires ran under the on-off switch and were soldered to the circuit
         boards in a uniquely expert way, proving that the same person was responsible for
         the alterations on the three circuit boards. In sum, all of these identical construction
         techniques are part of the bombmaker’s signature.
      

      
      [XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX]

      
      Box 1

      
      List of Accused Submitted by the State of Kuwait Ministry of Justice Public Prosecutor’s
         Office to the State Security Court
      

      
       

      
      1.  Ra’d ‘Abd Al-Amir ‘Abbud Al-Asadi (al-Asadi)

      
      Age 33, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, resident of Iraq.

      
       

      
      2.  Wali ‘Abd Al-Hadi ‘Abd Al-Hasan Al-Ghazali (al-Ghazali)

      
      Age 36, Iraqi citizen, employed as nurse at Al-Najaf hospital in Iraq, resident of
         Iraq.
      

      
       

      
      3.  Salim Nasir Subayh Rumi Al-Shamri (Salim)

      
      Age 34, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, resident of Iraq.

      
       

      
      4.  Bandar ‘Ujayl Jabir Al-Shamri (Bandar)

      
      Age 24, Iraqi citizen, lives in Zubayr, Iraq.

      
       

      
      5.  ‘Adil Ismail ‘Isa

      
      Age 44, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, resident of Iraq.

      
       

      
      6.  Hadi ‘Uda Harjan Al-Shamri

      
      Age 42, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, lives in Zubayr, Iraq.

      
       

      
      7.  ‘Ali Khudayr Baday ‘Abd

      
      Age 65, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, lives in Zubayr, Iraq.

      
       

      
      8.  Jabbar Nasir Zayir

      
      Age 43, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, lives in Zubayr, Iraq.

      
       

      
      9.  Didan ‘Atiyah Al-Khalidi

      
      Age 38, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, lives in Zubayr, Iraq.

      
       

      
      10 . Jabbar Habib Muhammad

      
      Age 56, Iraqi citizen, unemployed, lives in Basra, Iraq.

      
       

      
      11.  Badr Jayyad Thamir Mutlaq Al-Shamri (Badr)

      
      Age 30, Kuwaiti citizen, driver at the Ministry of Electricity and Water, lives in
         Khaytan [district of Kuwait City], Section 4, 147th Street.
      

      
       

      
      12.  Jabbar Habib Muhammad (Jubbar or Jabbar)

      
      Age 21, Iraqi citizen, employed by Al-Shaharan Trading Company [in Kuwait], lives
         in al-’Aridiyah [district of Kuwait], Section 5, 3rd Street.
      

      
       

      
      13.  Nasir ‘Abd Al-Rida Husayn Al-Mil

      
      Age 43, Kuwaiti citizen, employed as security office director of the juvenile prison
         of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, lives in Al-’Aridiyah, Section 3, 3rd
         Street.
      

      
       

      
      14.  Salim Jayyad Thamir Mutlaq Al-Shamri

      
      Age 22, Kuwaiti citizen, employed as corporal in the industrial security section of
         the Ministry of the Interior, lives in Al-Raqqah [district of Kuwait City], Section
         3, 7th Street.
      

      
       

      
      15.  Muhammad Khalifah ‘Uqla

      
      Age 56, Kuwaiti citizen, retired police captain of Kuwaiti Police Department, lives
         in Al-Jahra, Parcel 4, House 68, Said Bin Jubair Street
      

      
       

      
      16.  Nahar Rumi Al-Khalidi

      
      Age 56, born in Kuwait, retired from Kuwaiti Army, resides around Kuwait City.

      
       

      
      17. Muhammad (LNU)

      
      (left smugglers’ party soon after arrival in Kuwait) Unclassified

      
       

      
      Box 2

      
      Items Recovered From Suspects

      
       

      
      From two hiding places in the desert near al-Sheeb:

      
       

      
      Olive-green metal suitcase containing six cubes of explosives (four orange, two brown)
         and 10 new Duracell nine-volt batteries.
      

      
       

      
      Four orange cubes of explosives.

      
       

      
      From Badr al-Shamri’s warehouse:

      
       

      
      A white three-door Toyota Landcruiser with explosives embedded in three separate locations
         in the vehicle. The original ownership of the vehicle was traced to a Kuwaiti company
         and had been leased to the Kuwait Ministry of Electricity and Water.
      

      
       

      
      The Landcruiser had been stolen and removed by Iraqi forces during the occupation
         of Kuwait.
      

      
       

      
      A brown/beige Chevrolet Suburban, which originally belonged to a Kuwaiti Ministry
         of Interior official.
      

      
       

      
      This vehicle also had been confiscated by the Iraqi military during the occupation.

      
       

      
      Thirteen cartons of liquor.

      
       

      
      One AK-47 assault rifle, 90 rounds of ammunition, and three magazines.

      
       

      
      Two Belgian-made Browning pistols.

      
       

      
      Four anti-personnel handgrenades.

      
       

      
      Recovered from al-Ghazali:

      
       

      
      United Arab Emirates passport no. 984888, in the name of Saqr Khalifa bin Ahmad Al-Shamsi.
         UAE officials later confirmed that the passport was false.
      

      
      Appendix A

      
      Chronology of the Attempted Iraqi Assassination Plot Against President Bush

      
       

      
      1992

      
       

      
      10 November. The Kuwaiti Embassy in Washington, on behalf of the Crown Prince, publicly
         thanks President Bush via the State Department for defeating Iraq and invites him
         to Kuwait. On the same day, the Kuwaiti press speculates when the visit is most likely
         to occur, with February 1993 considered the most likely time frame.
      

      
       

      
      12 November. The Kuwaiti press publishes the text of the Crown Prince’s 10 November
         invitation to President Bush.
      

      
       

      
      1993

      
       

      
      1 April. President Bush’s spokesman in Houston announces that the former President
         “planned to spend two days in Kuwait between 12 and 16 April.”
      

      
       

      
      9 April. An Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS) officer recruits al-Ghazali in Basra,
         Iraq, to kill President Bush during the latter’s visit to Kuwait.
      

      
       

      
      10 April. The same officer shows al-Ghazali the car bomb and demonstrates its use.

      
       

      
      11 April. Another IIS officer recruits al-Asadi in Basra to help smuggle the explosives
         into Kuwait.
      

      
       

      
      12–13 April. Al-Ghazali and al-Asadi rendezvous and cross the border into Kuwait during
         the night of 12–13 April.
      

      
      They arrive in Kuwait City during the day of 13 April.

      
       

      
      14 April. President Bush arrives in Kuwait City one day later than originally scheduled
         because of mechanical problems with his aircraft.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. Kuwaiti authorities seize the car bomb and another vehicle brought by al-Ghazali
         and al-Asadi into Kuwait.
      

      
       

      
      15 April. Having avoided arrest, al-Asadi steals a car and he, al-Ghazali, Salim al-Shamri,
         and Bandar al-Shamri try to escape to Iraq. The vehicle breaks down and the suspects
         hire a car for a short distance and then try to continue on foot. They are then arrested
         by Kuwaiti authorities.
      

      
       

      
      16 April. President Bush departs Kuwait.

      
       

      
      25 April. A report in the London-based newspaper Ash Sharq   Al Aswat describes an Iraqi-sponsored attempt to assassinate President Bush with a car bomb.
         Wire services pick up the report the following day.
      

      
       

      
      26 April. U.S. Embassy officials query Kuwaiti security officers on the newspaper
         report and are told that the suspects were arrested on 14 April.
      

      
       

      
      27 April. The chief of Kuwaiti security confirms to U.S. Embassy officials that 17
         Iraqi agents—four Iraqis, 12 stateless Bedouin, and a Kuwaiti-born Iraqi—had been
         arrested and two vehicles in which they were traveling were seized. The Kuwaiti officials
         provide additional information taken from statements made by the four non-Bedouin
         suspects.
      

      
       

      
      28 April. The Kuwaiti Defense Minister tells the US Ambassador that details of the
         plot were not supplied at the time to the US Government because President Bush was
         on his way home and the plot had been thwarted. Kuwaiti security officials give permission
         for U.S. Government officers to examine the physical evidence.
      

      
       

      
      29 April. U.S. Embassy officers examined and photographed the car bomb and other explosives.
         United States investigative and forensic specialists arrive in Kuwait. The newspaper
         Ash Sharg A1 Aswat publishes the names of the 17 suspects in Kuwaiti custody.
      

      
       

      
      30 April. Kuwaiti security officials provide the US Embassy with additional details
         of the plot, including names, photographs, and initial statements made by the suspects.
      

      
       

      
      1 May. U.S. Government bomb specialists re-examine the car bomb and other explosives
         recovered by Kuwaiti authorities.
      

      
       

      
      3 May. The Kuwaiti Attorney-General authorizes U.S. law enforcement officials to interview
         the suspects.
      

      
       

      
      6 May. The forensic evidence is legally sealed pending trial of the accused. Kuwaiti
         officials promise full access to the evidence once the prosecutor releases it.
      

      
       

      
      11 May. The Kuwaiti Attorney General announces that the court case will begin on 16
         May.
      

      
       

      
      12 May. FBI agents begin interviewing the suspects.

      
       

      
      17 May. The Kuwaiti Attorney General postpones the trial until 5 June.

      
       

      
      22 May. FBI agents complete their interviews of the suspects, while forensic examinations
         continue.
      

      
       

      
      5 June. The trial begins.

      
       

      
      19 July. The trial is recessed until 4 September.

      
       

      
      5 September. The trial is concluded and judgments reserved.

      
       

      
      30 October. The judgments are further postponed until 25 December.

      
       

      
      25 December. The judges delay the verdict indefinitely and announce that they will
         recall Kuwaiti security officials for additional testimony.
      

      
       

      
      1994

      
       

      
      5 February. The judges reexamine a Kuwaiti security official who was one of the prosecution’s
         major witnesses.
      

      
       

      
      5 March. The Court hears additional arguments from the defense lawyers.

      
       

      
      2 April. The Court hears the defense lawyers’ final arguments and announces that it
         will deliver verdicts on 4 June.
      

      
       

      
      4 June. The Court convicts 13 of the 14 defendants. Five Iraqis—including al-Asadi
         and al-Ghazali—and one Kuwaiti are sentenced to death. Death sentences automatically
         will be appealed to another court. If upheld there, the sentences will be referred
         to the Emir of Kuwait for final approval.
      

      
       

      
      17 October. Kuwaiti appeals court delays until 24 November its review of the death
         sentence convictions in the Bush case.
      

      
       

      
      1995

      
       

      
      20 March. Kuwaiti Court of Cassation, the country’s highest appellate court, confirms
         death sentence for two Iraqis, commutes sentence to life for four defendants—three
         Iraqis and one Kuwaiti.
      

      
      Appendix B

      
      Statements Made by the Four Chiefs Accused to the FBI and to the Kuwait State Prosecutor’s
         Office
      

      
       

      
      The following statements were taken from the two key suspects—the intended assassin
         and his guide—plus the two other suspects most directly implicated in the assassination
         plot. Extraneous detail has been omitted from the statements:
      

      
       

      
      Federal Bureau of Investigation Interviews

      
       

      
      Wali ‘Abd al-Hadi ‘Abd al-Hasan al-Ghazali, Referred to as al-Ghazali (Main statement
         recorded on 9 June.)
      

      
       

      
      Al-Ghazali joined the Ba’th Party of Iraq in 1981 when he first enlisted in the military.
         In 1990 he became a member of the National Guard and was trained to use various weapons
         and explosives.
      

      
       

      
      8–9 April. Al-Ghazali was taken to the Hamdan Hotel by an Iraqi intelligence officer,
         and he met with Abu Rafed, who appealed to his patriotism and said he was being sent
         on a mission he could not refuse, that is, to kill President Bush in Kuwait. Al-Ghazali
         protested and said he did not know Kuwait, but Abu Rafed responded that a guide would
         be provided. After the meeting, Abu Rafed took al-Ghazali to have a passport photograph
         taken. Al-Ghazali was told to stay in the hotel room until the next day.
      

      
       

      
      10 April. Abu Rafed and his driver took al-Ghazali a short distance to a military-guarded
         building. They drove into the parking lot, where Abu Rafed showed al-Ghazali a Toyota
         Landcruiser, and told al-Ghazali to take the vehicle to Kuwait, work out the Bush
         itinerary there, and park on the street where the Bush motorcade would pass. Abu Rafed
         said the Landcruiser was loaded with explosives as a car bomb.
      

      
      He then told al-Ghazali to insert the two batteries—mentioning that a green light
         would come on when the batteries were inserted—and instructed him on how to raise
         the antenna for remote-controlled firing. He also told al-Ghazali how to detonate
         the car bomb using the hand-held remote-controlled device. Rafed also showed al-Ghazali
         how to use a backup device that used a timer that would detonate the bomb in four
         and a half hours. Al-Ghazali expressed concern regarding his family, so Rafed gave
         him 5,000 Iraqi dinars; a driver then took al-Ghazali home, where the money was given
         to al-Ghazali’s wife.
      

      
       

      
      12 April. Abu Rafed returned to the Hamdan Hotel, accompanied by Abdel Yamuna. All
         three then left—al-Ghazali in the Landcruiser and Yamma and Abu Rafed in another vehicle—and
         Abu Rafed told al-Ghazali that his guide awaited him at al-Ashaar, a suburb of Basra.
         Abu Rafed gave al-Ghazali a Browning pistol with a silencer, two battery-powered landmines,
         and U.S. $1,100 for expenses. Al-Ghazali saw cases of whisky in the Landcruiser. Shortly
         afterward, a Chevrolet Suburban drove up; the Suburban and the Landcruiser then left
         together for Zubayr and stopped on a hidden side road. Al-Asadi was introduced to
         al-Ghazali as his guide to Kuwait. Al-Ghazali saw five cases of whisky transferred
         from the Landcruiser to the Suburban. Abu Rafed told al-Ghazali that, if it proved
         impossible to place the car bomb close to President Bush, he should park it on “Bush
         Street” in Kuwait City and detonate it there. He also gave al-Ghazali an explosive
         belt. He told al-Ghazali that, if the car bomb failed, al-Ghazali should get close
         to President Bush and detonate the belt bomb. Al-Ghazali and al-Asadi drove to Zubayr
         and stopped. Al-Asadi left and came back with several other persons. They left together
         in the two vehicles and picked up some additional people; the final group, including
         al-Ghazali and al-Asadi, numbered 11. They drove to the border area at al-Sheeb and
         waited until dark before exchanging Iraqi for Kuwaiti license plates. Before crossing
         the border, al-Asadi gave al-Ghazali two handgrenades, which he put in a bag with
         the other weapons and explosives. They crossed into Kuwait with Salim al-Shamri driving
         the Suburban, al-Asadi driving the Landcruiser, and a man called Adil ‘Isa leading
         on foot.
      

      
       

      
      13 April. At dawn, the party stopped in the desert and unloaded the whisky. Al-Asadi,
         al-Ghazali, Salim al-Shamri, Bandar al-Shamri, and Jabbar Muhammad drove off in the
         Landcruiser to Jahra, leaving the others behind with the Suburban. Jabbar Muhammad
         was dropped off to see a relative, and the others went to the house of Badr al-Shamri,
         a cousin of Bandar al-Shamri, who accepted the offer to sell the contraband whisky.
         Al-Asadi, Salim al-Shamri, and Badr al-Shamri returned to the desert rendezvous to
         retrieve the whisky, leaving behind al-Ghazali and Bandar al-Shamri. That evening,
         al-Asadi and his companions returned with some of the whisky and al-Ghazali’s bag
         of weapons and explosives. Having stored the two vehicles in a warehouse owned by
         Badr al-Shamri, they discussed future plans and spent the night at Badr al-Shamri’s
         residence.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. Early the next morning, al-Asadi, Salim al-Shamri, Bandar al-Shamri, and
         Badr al-Shamri went to retrieve the two vehicles. They returned saying that the warehouse
         was surrounded by police. They all fled in Badr al-Shamri’s car to his apartment.
         Al-Ghazali told al-Asadi to throw the explosive belt out of the car, but al-Asadi
         refused. Later, however, while passing through a desert area, al-Ghazali gave the
         belt to al-Asadi, who threw the belt from the car. The group then went to Jabbar Muhammad’s
         house. Al-Ghazali stayed there while the others rechecked the warehouse. They returned
         and confirmed that the warehouse was still surrounded. In this confused situation,
         most of the group went to Muhammad Uqla’s house, inadvertently leaving al-Ghazali’s
         bag in a car. Al-Asadi asked the person to bring the bag to the house. The person
         refused, and Muhammad Uqla made them leave. They persuaded Salim al-Shamri’s uncle,
         Nahar al-Khalidi, to let them stay the night.
      

      
       

      
      15 April. In the morning, al-Asadi stole a car parked in the front of the building.
         The group fled toward Iraq, but the car overheated close to Jahra. They then started
         off on foot, but were soon captured by a Kuwaiti police patrol.7

      
      Ra’d Abd al-Amir Abbud Mohammed al-Asadi, Referred to as al-Asadi (Main statement
         recorded on 12 May.)
      

      
      Al-Asadi served as a driver in the Iraqi Army from 1978 through 1990. He was a prisoner
         of war in Iran from 1987 through 1990. He claimed to live in Basra, where he worked
         in the Marbed Cafe, owned by his uncle, and smuggled sheep and liquor into Kuwait.
         He denied membership in any Iraqi political party or affiliation with Iraqi intelligence.
      

      
       

      
      10 April. A regular Marbed Cafe patron named Muhammad Jawad—a known Iraqi Mukhabarat
         intelligence officer—asked al-Asadi if he intended to cross the Kuwaiti border in
         the immediate future and, if so, what goods he would be carrying. Al-Asadi replied
         he would soon be smuggling some whisky. This was al-Asadi’s first official contact
         with Jawad.
      

      
       

      
      11 April. Jawad offered al-Asadi 5,000 Iraqi dinars and five cases of whisky if he
         would smuggle a car and a driver into Kuwait. Al-Asadi replied that he already had
         arranged to smuggle some illegal immigrants plus three cases of whisky into Kuwait
         and would have to check with his partners. Al-Asadi subsequently got their agreement.
         Later that day, Jawad told al-Asadi that he also would be transporting explosives.
         Despite al-Asadi’s disbelief at this statement, he gave Jawad a passport photograph.
      

      
       

      
      12 April. Jawad provided al-Asadi with a United Arab Emirates passport with al-Asadi’s
         photograph in the name of Fah’d Ahmed Salem al-Mazro’ee. At 1130 hours, Jawad returned
         to the cafe driving a white Toyota Supra accompanied by al-Ghazali driving a white
         Toyota Landcruiser. Al-Asadi owned a Chevrolet Suburban. Al-Asadi had never met al-Ghazali
         before. With al-Asadi in the rear, all three drove off to a place outside Zubayr,
         where five cases of contraband whisky were transferred from the Landcruiser to the
         Suburban. At this point, Jawad told al-Asadi that the Landcruiser contained explosives
         and that al-Asadi had to guide al-Ghazali to Kuwait University. Jawad gave al-Asadi
         a bag containing four explosive devices and told him to place and detonate them near
         Kuwait City stores, car dealerships, and markets in order to spread confusion.
      

      
      Al-Asadi was shown how to place a battery timer in the explosive devices; the timer
         would detonate the devices six hours later. Jawad gave him an AK-47 rifle, four magazines,
         a pistol, two grenades and two landmines. Al-Ghazali put the weapons in the Landcruiser;
         the explosive devices were in the Suburban. Jawad gave both al-Asadi and al-Ghazali
         Kuwait license plates for their vehicles. Jawad told al-Asadi that Bandar al-Shamri
         would show him the locations in Kuwait City where the explosives could be placed,
         but that he, al-Asadi, would pick the specific sites from among those locations for
         setting the explosives. Jawad also told al-Asadi that Bandar al-Shamri would show
         him the location of Kuwait University. Al-Asadi was not shown how to detonate the
         car bomb, because this was al-Ghazali’s job. Al-Asadi said he never knew that the
         target of the operation was President Bush; he was simply told that he was to act
         as guide to the team. Jawad then left.
      

      
      In Zubayr, al-Asadi and al-Ghazali met the nine other team members and drove them
         in the two vehicles to al-Sheeb, on the Kuwait-Iraq border. Kuwait license plates
         were installed. After dark, the party crossed into Kuwait and unloaded the cargo.
      

      
       

      
      13 April. Early that morning, al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Salim al-Shamri, Bandar al-Shamri,
         and Jabbar Muhammad drove off in the Landcruiser to Kuwait City to meet with Badr
         al-Shamri. On the way, Jabbar stopped in Jahra to visit relatives. The others asked
         Badr to buy the whisky and provide a place to sleep. Badr agreed to buy the whisky,
         so he, al-Asadi, and Salim al-Shamri returned in Badr’s car to get the whisky. They
         left the Landcruiser near Badr’s house. Before leaving, al-Ghazali asked al-Asadi
         to get his bag with the weapons and explosives. On arrival at al-Sheeb, they found
         that the Suburban had left but were able to retrieve the whisky and al-Ghazali’s bag.
         Al-Asadi dug a hole and buried his own bag containing the four explosive devices.
      

      
      On the way to Kuwait City, the group met the Suburban with the others in it. The three
         vehicles (including Badr’s car) went to a warehouse owned by Badr. The Landcruiser
         and the Suburban were stored there, while Badr left in his car accompanied by his
         companions. Al-Asadi and Salim al-Shamri then went to Badr’s residence, where al-Asadi
         handed over al-Ghazali’s bag. After some discussion, it was reaffirmed that Bandar
         al-Shamri would show them the location of Kuwait University.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. The bag containing the explosives was inadvertently left in Ahmad Muhammed’s
         car. Al-Asadi telephoned Muhammed and asked him to bring the bag to Uqla’s residence.
         Muhammed refused and al-Asadi never saw the bag again. Al-Asadi, Salim al-Shamri,
         Bandar al-Shamri, and Badr al-Shamri then left to collect the Landcruiser from the
         warehouse so one of the party could lead al-Ghazali in the car to Kuwait University.
         The warehouse was surrounded by police, so they returned to the residence, collected
         al-Ghazali, and drove to Jahra. Badr and Bandar went to a relative’s house in Jahra,
         while al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, and Salim al-Shamri stayed in the vehicle. Al-Ghazali
         wanted to throw the explosive belt, wrapped in newspaper, into the street, but al-Asadi
         told him to wait. Badr and Bandar returned, and they all left for Jabbar’s house.
         While passing through the desert, al-Ghazali gave the belt to al-Asadi, who threw
         it from the car. The group rechecked the warehouse, but it was still surrounded by
         police. They then tried to find shelter in three different residences but were turned
         away from all but the last, where they spent the night.
      

      
       

      
      15 April. Early in the morning, al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Salim al-Shamri, and Bandar
         al-Shamri stole a Mercedes car someone had left running in front of their building.
         They fled toward Iraq, but the car overheated near Jahra, and they abandoned it. They
         starting walking, but suspicious Kuwaitis nearby notified the police. They were soon
         arrested near Mut’laa.8

      
       

      
      Salim Nasir Subayh Rumi al-Shamri, Referred to as Salim (Main statement recorded on
         14 May.)
      

      
       

      
      Salim served in the Kuwait Army between 1973 and 1974 and as a private in the Iraq
         Army during the Iraq-Iran war. He was later arrested in Kuwait for smuggling alcohol
         from Iraq in 1986, 1988, and 1990.
      

      
       

      
      Early April. Salim may have known Asadi since 1989, but their most intense contact
         began when Salim met al-Asadi in the Marbed Cafe in Basra around December 1992 and
         began discussing smuggling alcohol. Salim had no car but claimed that, in early April,
         al-Asadi said he would buy one. He returned to Basra with a Chevrolet Suburban and
         said they would leave for Kuwait in five days. Salim also arranged to smuggle several
         Iraqis into Kuwait at the same time. These people were to wait at the house of Adil
         ‘Isa (one of the accused).
      

      
       

      
      11 April. Al-Asadi showed Salim the alcohol they were to smuggle into Kuwait.

      
       

      
      12 April. At around 1300 hours, al-Asadi arrived in his Suburban at Salim’s home in
         Zubayr. He was accompanied by al-Ghazali, whom Salim had never met, driving a Landcruiser.
      

      
      Bandar al-Shamri arrived next and agreed to provide housing for the group in Kuwait.
         Al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, and Bandar left in the Landcruiser. Salim drove the Suburban
         to Adil ‘Isa’s house, where he picked up seven other people. He then drove about 15
         kilometers and met up with the Landcruiser. They drove together to al-Sheeb, on the
         Kuwait-Iraq border, and crossed over into Kuwait after dark.
      

      
       

      
       13 April. During the morning, Salim, al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Bandar al-Shamri, and
         Jabbar Muhammad drove in the Landcruiser to Kuwait City to meet with Badr al-Shamri,
         a cousin of Bandar, to sell the whisky and find a place to sleep. (Jabbar stopped
         off in Jahra to visit relatives.) Badr agreed to sell the whisky; he, Salim, and al-Asadi
         returned to the al-Sheeb area in Badr’s car to collect the alcohol, leaving the Landcruiser
         parked on the street. The group with the Suburban was not at al-Sheeb, so they loaded
         the alcohol and drove back toward Kuwait City. They met the Suburban en route. They
         drove all three vehicles to Badr’s warehouse. The alcohol was unloaded, and al-Asadi
         and Salim stayed at Badr’s house.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. Salim, al-Asadi, Bandar, and Badr went to the warehouse to get the two vehicles,
         but it was surrounded by police. They drove to Badr’s house and collected al-Ghazali.
         Next they went to Jabbar’s home. Here Salim saw al-Asadi with a bag containing grenades
         and pistols. Jabbar soon received a telephone call from a relative saying the police
         were looking for him; Jabbar announced that they would all have to leave, which they
         did. They hired a car and went to the house of Nahar al-Khalidi who reluctantly let
         them stay until 0500 hours the next morning.
      

      
       

      
      15 April. The group left for Iraq in a stolen Mercedes, but it broke down in Jahra.
         They were able to hire a car for a short distance only, after which they had to walk.
         Soon they were spotted by local hunters, who notified the police. They were arrested
         shortly thereafter.9

      
       

      
      Badr Jiyad Thamir Mutlaq al-Shamri, Referred to as Badr (Main statement recorded on
         16 May.)
      

      
       

      
      Badr lives in Kuwait City, is employed as a driver for the Ministry of Electricity,
         and has no party or political affiliation. He has a criminal record for smuggling.
      

      
       

      
      13 April. He went to the hospital for treatment of a minor wound received during the
         Iraqi invasion. When he returned home, he found al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Salim, and Bandar
         waiting. He did not know they were coming to Kuwait. He knew Salim in prison in Kuwait
         in 1986; both served time for theft.
      

      
      Al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, and Salim offered Badr the smuggled whisky for sale, and he
         agreed. He, al-Asadi, and Salim drove in his car to the desert where the whisky had
         been hidden, leaving the Landcruiser parked on the street. They loaded the whisky.
         Al-Asadi told Badr that a Suburban with several passengers had left the area. Driving
         through Jahra en route to Kuwait City, they saw and flagged down the Suburban. Both
         vehicles then went to the parked Landcruiser, collected it, and all three vehicles
         went to Badr’s warehouse. They agreed on a price for the whisky and offloaded it.
         The Landcruiser and the Suburban were left in the warehouse. Badr then drove five
         of the men to points in Kuwait City and returned to the warehouse, which was deserted
         except for the merchandise and vehicles. Badr went home and found al-Asadi and Salim
         waiting; they had received a ride there from Badr al-Shamri’s brother, Salim Mutlag
         al-Shamri. They drank some whisky and spent the night.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. In the morning, al-Asadi, Salim, Bandar, and Badr drove to the warehouse—apparently
         in two different cars—but found it surrounded by police. They fled to Badr’s home,
         picked up al-Ghazali, and went to Jabbar’s house, where they discussed the situation.
         Al-Asadi asked Jabbar’s son to retrieve a bag from Badr’s car, which was done. Al-Asadi
         took a pistol and two magazines from the bag and put them in his pocket. Badr, al-Asadi,
         and several others then drove back to the warehouse and found it still surrounded.
         They returned to Jabbar’s home. Al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Salim, and Bandar said they
         had to keep moving. Badr called his mother, who told him to surrender to police. This
         he did, and his cooperation led to four arrests.10

      
       

      
      Interviews by Kuwaiti State Prosecutors

      
       

      
      Wali ‘Abd al-Hadi ‘Abd al-Hasan al-Ghazali, Referred to as al-Ghazali (Statement recorded
         on 25 April.)
      

      
       

      
      Al-Ghazali entered the Iraqi army in 1981, joined the Ba’th Party as a “supporter,”
         and was promoted to “partisan” in 1989. That year, he left the Army and worked as
         a hospital nurse. He became short of money and went to Basra because it was a profitable
         smuggling center. A friend told him about a cafe frequented by a man called al-Asadi
         who smuggled whisky into Kuwait and brought back cars. Later, al-Ghazali was introduced
         to a man named Abu Rafed, who talked about going to Kuwait and described al-Asadi
         as a “courageous man.” He told al-Ghazali that he wanted him to accept an assignment
         to go to Kuwait and kill President Bush. Abu Rafed added that he would supply a vehicle
         equipped with an explosive device and timer. Al-Asadi would guide al-Ghazali in the
         vehicle to Kuwait City. Here al-Ghazali would need to find out President Bush’s time
         of arrival at the university, park the vehicle close by, and detonate it by remote
         control. At this time, Abu Rafed also took al-Ghazali to a photo store where al-Ghazali’s
         photograph was taken.
      

      
      Abu Rafed told al-Asadi that, in case Bush did not go to the university, al-Asadi
         should select another location for the detonation. Abu Rafed said he would give 5,000
         dinars to al-Ghazali’s family. He gave al-Ghazali U.S. $1,100 and 500 Iraqi dinars
         for expenses. He also gave him a UAE passport.
      

      
      The following day, Abu Rafed returned, and they went to a place behind the post office
         in Al-Ashaar. Al-Asadi arrived in a Suburban accompanied by another man. Al-Ghazali
         was given a car [a Landcruiser]. The party drove in the two vehicles to Zubayr. On
         the way, the person who came with al-Asadi gave al-Ghazali an explosive belt and showed
         him how to use it.
      

      
      The two vehicles drove to a “sand barrier” and loaded several cases of whisky. Several
         other men had joined the party by this time. They then went to the border, with al-Ghazali
         driving the Landcruiser accompanied by al-Asadi and Bandar. They stayed near the border
         until sunset and then changed the license plates of both vehicles. Al-Ghazali and
         al-Asadi were each given a handgun and “mines.” Two mines were placed in each of the
         two cars, after which they crossed the border. They experienced some difficulty driving
         in the desert but eventually stopped and unloaded the whisky from the Suburban and
         hid it in a deserted shelter. Al-Ghazali, al-Asadi, Salim, Bandar, and another man,
         Jabbar, left in the Landcruiser. Somewhere en route Jabbar got off, and the others
         continued to Badr’s house. Badr’s wife fed them breakfast, and then Badr came home.
         He was asked for help with the whisky and the other people, who he thought were illegal
         immigrants. Later, Badr, Salim, and al-Asadi left.
      

      
      When they returned, they said they had put the cars and the liquor in Badr’s warehouse.
         Al-Asadi told al-Ghazali he had some explosives and a rifle hidden in a bag. The group
         spent the night at Badr’s house.
      

      
      The next morning, Badr and some others went in Badr’s car to the warehouse but returned,
         saying it was surrounded by police. Al-Ghazali took the bag containing the handguns,
         handgrenades, mines, and the explosive belt, and the group drove around to several
         locations. While traveling, al-Asadi threw the belt out the car window. They arrived
         at Jabbar’s house and were told the cars had been seized. They decided to go back
         and check. At that time, the bag was left in Badr’s car. On return, Jabbar asked al-Ghazali
         if he had any friends in the area, but al-Ghazali had not. The bag was hidden in Jabbar’s
         house. Al-Ghazali, al-Asadi, Salim, Bandar, and another person went to a house in
         Jahra belonging to Jabbar’s relative. Jabbar telephoned to say his house was being
         searched and his family had been taken away. He had had to leave the bag there. Jabbar
         then told the group to leave the house. They did so and went to another, where they
         were reluctantly given shelter until dawn the next day.
      

      
      At that time, al-Ghazali left with al-Asadi, Salim, and Bandar in a car stolen by
         al-Asadi. En route to Jahra, the car broke down. They hired a car for a short distance
         but soon had to get out and walk. Some persons reported them to the police and they
         were arrested and taken to al-Jamra police station.
      

      
       

      
      Ra’d ‘Abd al-Amir Abbud Mohammed al-Asadi, Referred to as al-Asadi (Statement recorded
         on 20 April.)
      

      
       

      
      Al-Asadi is an unemployed Iraqi citizen living in Basra. He joined the Iraqi Army
         in 1978 and was trained to use assault rifles and handgrenades. He was a prisoner
         of war in Iran from 1987 to 1990.
      

      
       

      
      10 April. At the Marbed Cafe in Al-Ashaar (a district in Basra), an Iraqi intelligence
         officer named Muhammad Jawad and two other men came to see al-Asadi. Jawad asked al-Asadi
         to drive a man in a jeep to Kuwait University in Kuwait City. Jawad promised to pay
         al-Asadi 5,000 Iraqi dinars and five cases of alcohol beforehand and another 5,000
         dinars on his return. The man in the jeep would be Wali ‘Abd al-Hadi ‘Abd al Hasan
         al-Ghazali [al-Ghazali]. Al-Asadi did not know at this time that the jeep would be
         a car bomb. He told Jawad that he wanted his partners’ agreement. These men were Salim
         and Bandar, and they agreed to help al-Asadi get to Kuwait City and find lodging there.
         Al-Asadi then told Jawad of the decision.
      

      
      Before leaving Basra, Jawad gave al-Asadi the following: several boxes of Grant’s
         whisky, two 9-mm pistols, detonators, several antipersonnel mines, 10 explosive charges,
         one AK-47 assault rifle, ammunition, and some hashish. Jawad told al-Asadi that the
         explosive charges were to be detonated at various places in Kuwait City to spread
         fear and confuse security officials. Jawad showed al-Asadi how to use the charges.
         Jawad also gave him a UAE passport (al-Asadi had already given him a photograph) in
         the name of Fah’d Ahmed Salem al-Mazro’ee.
      

      
      Jawad brought al-Ghazali in the jeep [Landcruiser] and the party met together at Zubayr.
         Al-Asadi was driving his Suburban. Both vehicles had Iraq license plates. Jawad told
         al-Asadi that the Landcruiser was rigged with explosives and gave him 5,000 dinars.
         Al-Ghazali was driving the Landcruiser, and al-Asadi drove the Suburban. Nine other
         men made up the group [excluding the Iraqi intelligence officers].
      

      
       

      
      11–12 April. The two vehicles left Zubayr around 1330 hours on 11 April. They crossed
         the border and stopped at a deserted Iraqi military site [left over from the occupation].
         There they left the Suburban and several members of the group. They hid several boxes
         of the whisky, the explosive charges, and al-Ghazali’s bag containing the handguns,
         handgrenades, detonators, and ammunition. Al-Asadi drove off in the Landcruiser accompanied
         by al-Ghazali, Salim, Bandar, and Jabbar. The group dropped Jabbar off in Jahra to
         visit his relatives. They went to the house of Badr al-Shamri, who is Bandar’s cousin.
         Badr’s wife hosted them until Badr turned up at around 1230 hours on 12 April. Al-Asadi
         and Badr drove off in the Landcruiser and Badr’s car respectively, leaving al-Ghazali,
         Salim, and Bandar at Badr’s house. They drove to the desert area where they had hidden
         the alcohol and the explosives. The Suburban and its passengers had gone, but al-Asadi
         collected the alcohol and al-Ghazali’s bag. In addition to the other equipment, the
         bag contained an explosive belt that al-Ghazali had taken from Jawad. (Al-Asadi had
         learned about this belt from al-Ghazali as they traveled into Kuwait; some time later,
         al-Asadi threw the belt out of the car window at al-Ghazali’s request.) Al-Asadi could
         not find the hashish and left the explosive charges in the desert.
      

      
      On their way back to Badr’s house, Al-Asadi’s group met with the Suburban and its
         occupants. All three vehicles went to Badr’s warehouse. They left the Landcruiser,
         the Suburban, and the alcohol in the warehouse. The group then returned to Badr’s
         home [in Badr’s car]. Al-Ghazali told al-Asadi, Salim, and Bandar that he was going
         to plant a bomb at the Kuwait University when President Bush showed up there. He asked
         al-Asadi to act as guide. (Al-Ghazali had earlier informed al-Asadi of the plan to
         kill President Bush before they left Iraq.) Al-Ghazali told al-Asadi that this duty
         had been assigned to him by Jawad in Basra.
      

      
       

      
      13 April. In the morning, al-Asadi, Badr, Salim, and Bandar drove to the warehouse
         to pick up the two vehicles. On arrival, they found it surrounded by security men
         and returned to Badr’s house. They collected al-Ghazali and his bag of equipment and
         headed for Jahra to find a place to stay. They spent a short time at Jabbar’s house
         and drove to the warehouse again but found it still surrounded. After being refused
         overnight accommodation at a couple of places, the group eventually stayed the night
         at the home of a relative of Salim. Al-Asadi left al-Ghazali’s bag of equipment at
         the house of Muhammad Khalifa Uqla (one of the people who had refused to let them
         stay the night).
      

      
      Very early the next morning, al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Salim, and Bandar left the house
         and stole a Mercedes car that had been left with its engine running. It broke down
         on the Jahra road. The group started walking, but were arrested by police security
         patrols. After making his confession to the authorities, al-Asadi went with security
         officials to the Landcruiser and told them that it was booby-trapped. He also told
         them about the explosives hidden in the desert.
      

      
      Salim Nasir Subayh Rumi al-Shamri, Referred to as Salim (Statement recorded on 28
         April.)
      

      
      Salim is an Iraqi citizen, but served in the Kuwait Army from 1972 to 1974. He went
         to Iraq in 1975 and served in the military (artillery) there until wounded in the
         Iran-Iraq war. He returned to Kuwait in 1984 and earned money smuggling but was imprisoned
         for it. He was in a Kuwaiti jail until the second day of the Iraqi invasion, when
         he was released. Salim returned to Iraq, from where he has smuggled liquor into Kuwait
         on numerous occasions.
      

      
      When approached by al-Asadi in the Marbed Cafe in Basra to help him smuggle liquor
         into Kuwait, Salim agreed. His task was to drive al-Asadi’s Suburban, which al-Asadi
         brought to the cafe loaded with boxes of liquor. They went to Zubayr and met with
         al-Ghazali, who was in a jeep [Landcruiser].
      

      
      Al-Asadi told Salim both vehicles were going to Kuwait. They stopped by a house to
         pick up the other accused persons and then left Zubayr for the border area. They crossed
         into Kuwait early on 13 April. At a sand barrier, they unloaded the liquor and hid
         it in a trench. Salim saw al-Ghazali bury a beige bag in the sand and then cover it
         with a sheet of corrugated iron. Adil ‘Isa buried a Kalashnikov assault rifle belonging
         to al-Asadi. Al-Asadi drove off in the Landcruiser with al-Ghazali, Salim, and Bandar,
         leaving the Suburban and the other persons at the cache.
      

      
      Salim and the others in the Landcruiser were guided to Badr’s house by Bandar. They
         spent the night there, having received Badr’s agreement to buy the alcohol.
      

      
      The next morning, the group in the Landcruiser, driven by al-Asadi, and Badr, driving
         his own car and accompanied by Salim, returned to the cache where they had hidden
         the liquor and the bag. Bandar and al-Ghazali stayed behind in Badr’s house. On arrival
         at the cache, they were surprised to find that the Suburban and the persons with it
         were gone.
      

      
      They found the liquor and loaded it into Badr’s car. The two cars then left for Badr’s
         warehouse and, by chance, met the Suburban on the way. All three vehicles then drove
         to Badr’s barn [warehouse], where they parked and offloaded the liquor. Badr went
         off in his car and dropped off several of the accused at their relatives. He came
         back for Salim, al-Asadi, and Bandar and took them to his home. Al-Asadi wanted to
         remove the Landcruiser and the Suburban from the warehouse, but Badr said they would
         be safe there because it was after dark.
      

      
      The next morning, Salim, Badr, al-Asadi, and al-Ghazali drove to the warehouse, only
         to find it surrounded by police. Badr then drove the group to Jabbar’s house, where
         al-Asadi gave Jabbar’s son two handguns and two handgrenades for safekeeping. Later,
         they returned to the warehouse and found it still surrounded, so they returned to
         Jabbar’s house again. Salim, al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, and Bandar left shortly afterward
         and drove to Muhammad Uqla’s house in Jahra. They had dinner there but had to leave.
         They went to Salim’s uncle’s house and spent the night.
      

      
      They left the next morning, and al-Asadi stole a Mercedes car that was parked outside
         the building with its engine running. The group left in the car to try to escape to
         Iraq, but it broke down. Eventually they started walking but were soon stopped and
         arrested by a Kuwaiti police border patrol. This was on 15 April at about 1400 hours.
         The police had been alerted by suspicious Kuwaitis out bird hunting.11

      
       

      
      Badr Jiyad Thamir Mutlaq al-Shamri, Referred to as Badr (Statement taken on 1 May.)

      
       

      
      Badr works as a driver for the Ministry of Electricity and Water and lives in Kuwait
         City. He has been imprisoned in Kuwait for smuggling liquor and met the accused Salim
         in prison. Badr has kinship ties to the accused Bandar, who has stayed at Badr’s house
         on previous occasions.
      

      
       

      
      13 April. Bandar arrived at Badr’s apartment with al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, and Salim.
         Badr’s wife admitted them, and Badr himself soon returned home. Badr had never met
         al-Asadi and al-Ghazali before, but he gave them food and let them stay.
      

      
      They told Badr they had smuggled liquor in from Iraq and had hidden it in an earthen
         berm outside town. They also said that other men were at the hiding place with a Suburban
         vehicle. They offered to sell the liquor to Badr, and he agreed. Some hashish was
         also involved in the sale. Badr, al-Asadi, and Salim then left in Badr’s car and the
         Landcruiser, leaving al-Ghazali and Bandar behind. On arrival at Jahra, Salim and
         al-Asadi got out of the Landcruiser and joined Badr’s car. They drove to the earthen
         berm but found that the Suburban and the other men had gone. They found the liquor—13
         cases of Grant’s whisky—and loaded it into Badr’s car.
      

      
      At Jahra, al-Asadi got into the Landcruiser. Just then the Suburban drove up and they
         flagged it down. Salim got into the Suburban and drove it. All three vehicles went
         to Badr’s warehouse, where the whisky was offloaded and the Suburban and Landcruiser
         were parked. Sometime during the stay in the warehouse, Badr overheard al-Asadi and
         Salim talk about some Kalashnikov rifles. Another man said that he had buried the
         rifles outside town. Badr then drove several of the men to various houses. He returned
         alone to the warehouse and from there went home. Salim and al-Asadi had already returned.
         Bandar and al-Ghazali were still there. They drank some liquor and then spent the
         night.
      

      
       

      
      14 April. In the morning, Badr was asked to pay for the liquor, so, with the exception
         of al-Ghazali, they all drove to the warehouse to complete the deal. As they drew
         near, they found it surrounded by police. They drove back to Badr’s apartment to pick
         up al-Ghazali, after which they tried unsuccessfully to find the other members of
         the group.
      

      
      Al-Asadi then guided the group of al-Asadi, al-Ghazali, Sandar, Salim and Bandar to
         Jabbar’s house. They had lunch there and decided to recheck the warehouse. Finding
         it still surrounded by the police, they returned to Jabbar’s home. Al-Asadi, al-Ghazali,
         Sandar, Salim and Bandar said they wanted to try and escape to Iraq, but Badr decided
         to go home. After that, he went to the warehouse and surrendered himself to the police
         at 1800 hours.12

      
      Notes

      
      1  With minor discrepancies, which can be expected in a complex investigation and trial,
            the key suspects’ stories remained consistent throughout the Kuwaiti and FBI interviews
            and the various stages of the trial. The results of the interviews of al-Ghazali and
            al-Asadi are presented for comparison in Appendix B. Appendix B also includes the
            statements of two other suspects, Salim al-Shamri and Bandar al-Shamri. Both were
            implicated by al-Asadi but denied being aware of, or involved in, the plot. The remaining
            individuals who were arrested probably had some awareness of the presence of explosives
            and weapons, but there is no evidence that they knew of the plot to kill President
            Bush.

      
      2  The accused were kept in separate cells during the interviews to prevent them from
            communicating with each other.

      
      3  International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) officials were permitted to examine
            the suspects and told US Embassy officers in Kuwait on 20 May that no evidence was
            found that the statements and confessions had been coerced. The key suspects told
            the presiding judge that they had not been abused while in custody. U.S. Government
            officials who saw the accused at an earlier date also reported that the accused showed
            no signs and gave no indication that they had been ill-treated.

      
      4  Kuwaiti authorities have never confirmed to the United States whether they subsequently
            recovered this explosive belt.

      
      5  The warehouse has also been described as a sheep-pen, a goat-pen, and a barn.

      
      6  According to al-Ghazali’s statement, the person concerned threw the bag into a garbage
            dumpster; it was never recovered.

      
      7  A1-Ghazali was asked whether he had told the others in his party that their mission
            was to kill President Bush. He responded “No.” He was also asked whether he had intended
            to carry out the mission from the outset, and he responded that he had meant to surrender
            to Kuwaiti police as soon as he was able to separate himself from the others. He also
            said that Abu Rafed had promised him an unspecified reward upon his return from the
            operation.

      
      8  Al-Asadi claimed that al-Ghazali worked for the Mukhabarat and thus did not press
            him for details of the mission. The previous year, Salim al-Shamri took al-Asadi to
            Safwan Center in Iraq, which he claimed was a government complex containing a Mukhabarat
            office. At Safwan he met Abu Ahmad, a.k.a. Captain Jum’aa, a Mukhabarat official.
            This official tried to recruit him, but he refused, saying he was not a frequent visitor
            to Kuwait.

      
      9  Salim denied seeing any explosives carried on the trip to Kuwait City apart from those
            in al-Asadi’s bag. He said he knew nothing of the plot to kill President Bush. He
            denied any affiliation with Iraqi intelligence or ever having been to Safwan Center.
            When confronted with admissions he had made to Kuwait police, Salim said they were
            untrue, including a statement that he knew about the 10 blocks of explosives and where
            in Kuwait City they were intended to be detonated.

      
      10  Badr denied knowledge of the explosives and of the plot to kill President Bush. He
            also denied knowing any Iraqi intelligence officers. He said his warehouse was normally
            used for keeping livestock, but he let the Landcruiser and the Suburban park there
            as an exception.

      
      11  In his statement to Kuwait State Prosecutors, Salim recanted several major admissions
            he had initially made to Kuwaiti police. Specifically, he denied having said that:

      
      
         	
            
            He had learned from al-Asad that the Landcruiser was bobby-trapped for a mission in
                  Kuwait City.

            
         

         
         	
            He had a relationship with and had worked for Iraqi intelligence.

            
         

         
         	
            He had seen the explosives belt while traveling with a group into Kuwait.

            
         

         
         	
            He knew about the 10 explosives charges and had tried to place one of them.

            
         

         
      

      
      12  Badr said that he had not surrendered earlier because he was afraid of the group.
            Both al-Asadi and Salim appeared to have handguns, which were kept in a bag in al-Asadi’s
            possession. Badr denied knowing anything about the assassination plot or that he had
            agreed to act as a guide for the mission.


      Appendix E

      
      
      Death Squads in El Salvador

      
      CIA Directorate of Intelligence, 1984

       

      
      Introduction:

      
      Violence by the Salvadoran right wing has traditionally been difficult to investigate.
         It has only been within the current calendar year that we have developed good information
         on the structure and internal dynamics of some of the groups involved. This paper
         serves to consolidate the information recently developed on right-wing paramilitary
         groups in El Salvador, and is intended to provide some perspective on how these groups
         function within Salvadoran society.
      

      
      Definition of Terms:

      
      For the purposes of this report a “death squad” is considered to be an extra-official
         paramilitary group. Its membership is not necessarily composed of Salvadoran security
         forces or military personnel. Human rights abuses committed in the course of military
         operations, no matter how abhorrent, are not “death squad activities.” Hence under
         this definition the execution of 18 civilians in February 1983 at the Las Hojas farm
         cooperative is not a death squad activity because it was perpetrated by an army unit
         under the command of its captain.
      

      
      General Characteristics:

      
      The rightist paramilitary groups, or “death squads,” are diverse in composition and
         purpose but do share many characteristics. The groups are not large; they rarely exceed
         20 concurrent members and commonly operate in groups of 10 or less. Active membership
         in such groups in El Salvador probably oscillates between 100 and 200. The squads
         are essentially impermanent. Most members have other full time professions and coalesce
         to plan and execute terrorist acts. Rank and file membership is fluid and sometimes
         interchangeable, while leadership positions are more permanent. Leaders of one group
         are likely to know the leaders of others operating in the same area or against common
         targets and distinct groups occasionally conduct joint operations. Information about
         the membership and activities of the groups is tightly held and anyone betraying their
         trust is subject to execution.
      

      
      There appear to be two categories of death squads, differentiated by the public or
         clandestine nature of their operations. The first category is publicity seeking. They
         employ self-styled titles such as the “White Warriors Union,” the “General Maximiliano
         Hernandez Martinez Anti-Communist brigade,” or the “Secret Anti-Communist Army” and
         make a public example of their victims, who are often tortured to death or executed,
         and dumped in public places. The killers proclaim their work with communiques or placards
         left with the body identifying the responsible squad and containing a warning to others,
         or by carving the non-specific letters “e.m.” (the spanish abbreviation of “death
         squad”) on the body. The second type of death squad uses no title and, apart from
         the evidence of torture, leaves no indication of its responsibility. Most of those
         killed by right-wing death squads appear to be victims of this latter type.
      

      
      Official protection from prosecution or governmental interference is primarily the
         result of personal alliances between key government officials and group leaders. Fear
         of retaliation also   motivates some public officials to refrain from investigating
         or prosecuting group members. Some government, military, police and security officials
         participate in rightist paramilitary activities, but do so clandestinely and not as
         part of their official function or as an extension of official policy.
      

      
      Targets for kidnapping, hostile interrogation or torture and assassination are most
         commonly revolutionary leftists and their sympathizers and associates; however, victims
         also include members of rival political parties and death squads, moderate mass organizations,
         “undesirable” social elements such as drug addicts, and the personal enemies of the
         group leaders.
      

      
      The activity of publicity-seeking terrorist squads has increased in the last year
         in response to a variety of influences. The Nationalist Republic Alliance (ARENA)
         and its leader Roberto D’Aubuisson, whose involvement in terrorism will be detailed
         below, have consolidated their power and now feel able to act with relative impunity
         against those perceived to be enemies. At the same time, democratic competitors for
         power have improved their organization, expanded their political power bases, and
         threaten ARENA’s hold on power in the coming elections. Rightists also feel threatened
         by “liberal” political trends exemplified by the government’s amnesty program, Salvadoran
         and U.S. Governmental dialogue with guerrilla leaders and social/economic programs
         such as the agrarian reform, and in response they have instituted campaigns designed
         to derail those programs, punish those implementing changes and intimidate others
         considering lending support to the programs. It should also be noted that leftist
         terrorist activity, often targeted on the right, has increased in the last year, and
         the leftist terror campaign as well as guerrilla successes in the field have served
         as a catalyst for rightist terror.
      

      
      Rightist Death Squads:

      
      An example of the publicity-seeking death squad is the parami­litary organization
         of the national first republican alliance party (ARENA). The group was organized and
         is directed by Dr. Pedro Regalado Cuellar. Regalado, a former dentist, is the chief
         of security at the constituent assembly. The group’s activities are undertaken with
         the knowledge and approval of arena leader and constituent assembly President Roberto
         D’Aubuisson. This squad has most recently used the name “Secret Anti-Communist Party”
         (ESA) in order to have a public front for issuing communiques and threatening people
         while covering the true source of the violence. The ESA even attacked D’Ausbisson
         in one of its communiqués.
      

      
      Dr. Regalo who has been associated with D’Aibisson since the 1970s directs the group’s
         activities in close association with D’Aubisson. Membership in ARENA’s varies between
         10 and 20 individuals composed of members of  the    military, the national police,
         the  Treasury Police, and   selected civilians.  The group engages  in assassination,
         kidnapping, torture, and  political intimidation. Their primary targets are the revolutionary
         left and members of the Christian Democratic Party (PDC), their principal competitors
         for political power. The operatives see themselves as vigilantes whose purpose is
         to protect El Salvador in ways that the army cannot since their orders “tie their
         hands  in the fight against the  guerrillas.” On a political level the arenistas see
         civil unrest as advantageous for their party. They perceive the Christian Democratic
         Party as an enemy of their party almost equal to the guerrillas.
      

      
      A less than comprehensive list of actions taken by the ARENA death squad (or a predecessor
         organization since this squad may not have existed prior to the formation of ARENA
         in October 1981 or the constituent assembly in March 1982) includes the following:
      

      
         Assassination of PDC mayors and party workers prior to the March 1982 constituent
            assembly election.
         


Protecting the sergeant who killed Evangelina Garcia, a PDC mayor, along with her
            daughter on May 29, 1982.
         


Killed a suspected guerrilla and dumped his body in a San Salvador hotel parking lot
            on May 6, 1983, along with a note threatening a PDC assembly delegate.
         


Machine-gunned PDC headquarters in San Salvador on June 7, 1983.


Tortured and killed two supposed guerrillas whose bodies were found July 1, 1983 in
            San Salvador.
         


Set off four bombs in San Salvador on September 6, 1983. The bombs, which caused no
            injuries were set off in the car of Labor leader Jorge Rui Camacho, the homes of supposed
            guerrilla sympathizers Ilatalo Lopez Vallecillo and some Jesuit priests, and the clinic
            of Dr Hendande Vicarra.
         


Blew up a printing shop on October 11, 1983.

      

      The ARENA paramilitary group is currently engaged in  a campai gn of kidnapping, interrogating
         and killing leftist activists.  Their confessions provide leads to additional terrorist
         targets. Recently  the ARENA squad has targeted PDC leader Antonio Morales Ehrlich
         and const ituent  assembly  delegate Mauricio  Mazier and the ARENA leader D’Aubisson
         is reported  to have been  involved in approving the March  24, 1960, assassination
         of archbishop Oscar  Arnulfo Romero.
      

      
      Typically suspected guerrillas are executed after interrogation. Information gained
         in the interrogations is shared with the security forces, which sometimes base their
         actions against individuals or facilities, such as safehouses, solely upon confessions
         made under duress.
      

      
      There is little information concerning funding of the ARENA death squad. D’Aubuisson
         is reported to have been involved in narcotics trafficking in 1982 to finance the
         party and possibly the paramilitary croup. Other money comes from selling weapons,
         donations from the oligarchy in-country or abroad, and possibly from murder for hire.
      

      
      The ARENA death squad occasionally operates in cooperation with a squad composed primarily
         by members of the national police. Contact with this group is normally conducted through
         National Police detective Sigifredo Perez Finares and ARENA constituent assembly deputy
         Oscar Mendez. These intermediaries pass information to Dr. Regalado who in turn deals
         with D’Aubuisson.
      

      
      National Police:

      
      A death squad which tends to avoid high profile operations has existed within the
         National Police since at least late 1979. It is this squad which is believed to have
         been responsible for the assassination of Archbishop Romero. The leader of the squad
         at that time was Captain Amilcar Molina Panameno. Others reportedly involved in that
         assassination are detective Sigifredo Perez Linares, Inspector Misael Rivas Romero,
         Jose Alas Romero, Luis Rodriguez, and one Pnu Santin. Most of the members of the national
         police paramilitary group are drawn from the criminal investigation section, the special
         political investigation section, and the narcotics control section. The current head
         of the squad is Lieutenant Aristedes Marquez, chief of detectives and head of the
         intelligence department.
      

      
       Lieutenant Marques’ informal liaison with D’Aubuisson and Dr. Regalado is maintained
         through detective Perez and ARENA deputy Oscar Mendez. This mechanism is used to provide
         the ARENA leaders warning of pending investigations of their paramilitary activities,
         and the extent possible Marques prevents such investigations from proceeding. Also
         supportive of ARENA death squad activities, and himself a member of the National Police
         paramilitary squad is Lieutenant Rene Emilio Ponce, director of the Nation Police
         traffic department. Ponce has provided assistance to Regalado and his team in the
         acquisition and documentation of vehicles used in terrorist activities. The National
         Police have also provided weapons to support ARENA paramilitary operations.
      

      
      In addition to occasionally joining in on actions, the National Police death squad
         cooperates with Regalado’s group in the joint operation of the clandestine prison
         in the Escalon section of San Salvador, which is supervised by National Police officer
         Rafael Lopez Davila.
      

      
      Current or recent members of the National Police death squad include Inspector Misael
         Rivas Romero, the squad tactical leader, as well as Ismael Parada Caceres, Jose Roberto
         Reconos Marroquin, Efrain Larics Monroy, Carlos Alvarado Gomez, and Mario Saul Merino
         Escobar.
      

      
      National Guard:

      
      A National Guard death squad has operated since at least 1981. Captain Eduardo Alfonso
         Avila and Rodolfo Isidro Lopez Sibrian, members of the squad, were conspirators in
         the murder of Salvadoran Rodolfo Viera and U.S. labor advisors Mark Pearlman and Michael
         Hammer at the Sheraton Hotel in San Salvador in January 1981. The leader of the National
         Guard paramilitary group at the time of those assassinations was then Major Mario
         Denis Moran, former head of the National Guard intelligence unit. Some of the financing
         for this group was provided through Ricardo Sol Mesa, a Salvadoran businessman and
         oligarch family member.
      

      
      Captain Eduardo Avila has been living in exile, and though legally subject to arrest
         on a charge of desertion, he is a friend of and under the protection of Roberto D’Aubuisson.
         Other right-wing military officers with links to terrorist activities are loyal to
         Avila. Avila recently returned to El Salvador clandestinely with the aid of sympathizers
         in the immigration service and lived under the protection of the National Guard. Among
         the visitors Avila received on this trip were Roberto D’Aubuisson, Lieutenant Roberto
         Staben, probably member of rightist death squad “White Warriors Union” Enzo Guillermo
         Rubio, National Police chief in Santa Ana, Lieutenant Aristides Marquez, head of the
         National Police death squad, CPI Rafael Lopez Davila, supervisor of the National Police
         secret prison, Captain Francisco Moran Recinos, Treasury Police officer Joaqin Zacaba,
         executive officer of military detachment 01 (the unit involved in the Las Hijas massacre),
         Lieutenant Renee Emilio Ponce, National Police death squad  member, Lieutenant Rodolfo
         Isidor Lopez  Sirbrian who, along with Avila, ordered the killings in the Sheraton
         murders, LTC M ario  Denis Moran, leader of recently organized death squad in the
         armed  forces engineering center (which  may use the same name General  Maximillano
         Hernandez Martinez Anti-Communist Brigade). The  visitors probably all represent major
         elements of the right-wing terrorist subculture of El Salvador.
      

      
      Additional Death Squads:

      
      The groups discussed above are but some of the death squads operating in El Salvador.
         There is fragmentary reporting which strongly indicates the existence of a death squad
         operating within the ranks of the Treasury Police and others undeniably exist in the
         civilian sector. There appears to be rivalry among some of these groups;  the animosity
         between the ARENA squad and the Treasury Police has included kidnappings and executions.
      

      
      Right-Wing Terror in Cultural Context:

      
      Death squad activity is deeply ingrained in Salvadoran society, and to varying degrees
         in all Central American societies and Mexico, with Costa Rica as a possible exception.
         The activity is reflective of social turmoil and of weak and corrupt national and
         local law enforcement organizations and governments. The lack of institutionalized
         authority and reliable legal systems has encouraged the persistence of “caudillismo,”
         local rule by strong-men who function autonomously and, when necessary, maintain their
         dominance by force through the use of armed security squads.
      

      
      In El Salvador some of the cadre of present day right-wing terrorist groups were probably
         drawn from the ranks of ORDEN, a campesino based local law enforcement and intelligence
         collection system that flourished under General Madrano in the 1960s. ORDEN effectively
         institutionalized vigilanteism and grew up naturally in the context of rural Salvadoran
         violence, which is classically exemplified by the ruthless repression of a peasant
         rebellion in the 1960s that involved the loss of tens of thousands of lives.
      

      
      Salvadoran society is undergoing forced change, and among those who are the most resistant
         to that change are many members of the economic oligarchy who were previously accustomed
         to manipulating the military, legal and judicial system. To protect that privilege
         that oligarch in residence or in exile continues to manipulate military officers,
         many of them members of the death squads, to retard or reverse the social reform program
         in train in El Salvador. Their support of right-wing terrorism is important, but not
         crucial. The importance of their support is best understood in terms of influence
         upon key military officers, rather than in terms of financial support for death squad
         activities. The actual functioning of the squads appears to require quite limited
         funds.
      

      
      The Salvadoran military has an especially well-developed sense of officer corps solidarity
         which incorporates an ethos of silence with regards to wrongs committed by fellow
         officers, particularly by military school classmates. Military officers rotate through
         the high administrative posts of all the Salvadoran security services. When rightist
         terrorist activities become the subject of investigation, the result in most cases
         is military officers charged with investigating other military officers. Even if there
         is no personal relationship between the suspect and the investigator, the military
         code of loyalty makes it difficult or impossible for the investigator to proceed against
         a fellow officer.
      

      
      In those unusual cases where a combination of influences brings an investigation to
         the point of the officer’s dismissal from the military and the indictment of rightist
         terrorists in the civilian courts, there remains the obstacle of a weak and intimidated
         civil judiciary. Judges, witnesses, and juries are the objects of credible death threats.
         Very few Salvadorans have been willing to expose themselves and their families to
         grave risk while assisting in the prosecution of a rightist for an individual act
         of violence committed in a society permeated by mass violence.
      


      Bibliography

      
      
      Ashman, Charles. The CIA-Mafia Link. New York: Manor Books, 1975.
      

      
      Baer, Robert. The Perfect Kill. New York: Plume, 2015.
      

      
      Canfield, Michael, and Allan Weberman. Coup d’État in America: The CIA and the Assassination of John F. Kennedy. New York: Third Press, 1975.
      

      
      Donovan, Robert. The Assassins. New York: Popular Library, 1964.
      

      
      Dulles, Allen. The Craft of Intelligence. New York: Harper and Row, 1963.
      

      
      Ellis, Albert, and John M. Gullo. Murder and Assassination. New York: Lyle Stuart, 1971.
      

      
      Epstein, Edward Jay. Counterplot. New York: Viking, 1969.
      

      
      ———. Inquest: The Warren Commission and the Establishment of Truth. New York: Viking, 1966.
      

      
      ———. Legend: The Secret World of Lee Harvey Oswald. New York: Reader’s Digest Press, 1978.
      

      
      FitzGerald, Peter. The Hariri Investigation. New York: United Nations, 2005.
      

      
      Fox, Sylvan. The Unanswered Questions about President Kennedy’s Assassination. New York: Award Books, 1965.
      

      
      Franzius, Enno. History of the Order of Assassins. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1969.
      

      
      Freed, Donald, and Mark Lane. Executive Action. New York: Dell, 1973.
      

      
      Freeman, Lucy, and Renatus Hartogs. The Two Assassins. New York: Crowell, 1965.
      

      
      Garrison, Jim. A Heritage of Stone. New York: Putnam, 1970.
      

      
      Getshenson, Alvin. Kennedy and Big Business. Los Angeles, Calif.: Book Company of America, 1964.
      

      
      Gross, Feliks. Violence in Politics: Terror and Political Assassination in Eastern Europe and Russia. The Hague: Mouton, 1972.
      

      
      Havens, Murray Clark, Carl Leiden, and Karl M. Schmitt. The Politics of Assassination. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1970.
      

      
      Heaps, Willard Allison. Assassination: A Special Kind of Murder. New York: Meredith Press, 1969.
      

      
      Hoch, Paul L., Peter Dale Scott, and Russell Statler, eds. The Assassinations: Dallas and Beyond; A Guide to Cover-ups and Investigations. New York: Random House, 1976.
      

      
      Hoffman, William. Contract Killer. New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press, 1993.
      

      
      Hopkins, Robert S. The Killer Elite. New York: Delacorte Press, 1973.
      

      
      Jacquillard, Robert. La Crime et la Presse. Lausanne, 1937.
      

      
      Juergensmeyer, Mark. Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000.
      

      
      Kaplan, John, and Jon R. Waltz. The Trial of Jack Ruby. New York: Macmillan, 1965.
      

      
      Karmin, Jacob. Myth, Fantasy, or Fact?. New York: Vantage Press, 1977.
      

      
      Kilgallen, Dorothy. Murder Inc. New York: Random House, 1967.
      

      
      Kirkham, James F., Sheldon G. Levy, and William J. Crotty. Assassination and Political Violence: A Report to the National Commission on the Causes
            and Prevention of Violence. New York: Bantam, 1970.
      

      
      Kirkpatrick, Lyman B. The Real CIA. New York: Macmillan, 1968.
      

      
      Lane, Mark. Rush to Judgment. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston,1966.
      

      
      Lane, Mark, and Donald Freed. Executive Action. New York: Dell, 1973.
      

      
      Lasky, Victor. JFK: The Man and the Myth. New York: Macmillan, 1963.
      

      
      Leslie, David. Lighting Candles: A Paramilitary’s War with Death, Drugs and Demons. Edinburgh: Black & White Publishing, 2014.
      

      
      Lincoln, Evelyn. Kennedy and Johnson. New York: Rinehart & Winston, 1968.
      

      
      Marchetti, Victor, and John D. Harks. The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence. New York: Knopf, 1974.
      

      
      Moorhouse, Roger. Killing Hitler. London: Jonathan Cape, 2006.
      

      
      Morrow, Robert. Betrayal: A Reconstruction of Certain Clandestine Events from the Bay of Pigs to the
            Assassination of John F. Kennedy. Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1976.
      

      
      Ransom, Harry H. The Intelligence Establishment. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1970.
      

      
      Ross, Thomas, and David Wise. The Espionage Establishment. New York: Random House, 1967.
      

      
      Seaman, Mark. Operation FOXLEY. London: Public Record Office, 1998.
      

      
      Watters, Pat, and Stephen Gillers, eds. Investigating the FBI. New York: Doubleday, 1973.
      


      About the Author

      
      
      Nigel West is a military historian specializing in intelligence and security issues. His first
         book, co-authored with Richard Deacon in 1980 and published by BBC Publications, was
         the book of the SPY! television series and was followed by other non-fiction: British Security Service Operations 1909–45 (1981); A Matter of Trust: MI5 1945–72 (1982); MI6: British Secret Intelligence Service Operations 1909–45 (1983); The Branch: A History of the Metropolitan Police Special Branch (1983); Unreliable Witness: Espionage Myths of the Second World War (1984); GARBO (co-authored with Juan Pujol, 1985); GCHQ: The Secret Wireless War (1986); Molehunt (1987); The Friends: Britain’s Postwar Secret Intelligence Operations (1988); Games of Intelligence (1989); Seven Spies Who Changed the World (1991); Secret War: The Story of SOE (1992); The Faber Book of Espionage (1993); The Illegals (1993); The Faber Book of Treachery (1995); The Secret War for the Falklands (1997); Counterfeit Spies (1998); Crown Jewels with Oleg Tsarev (1998); VENONA: The Greatest Secret of the Cold War (1999); The Third Secret (2000); Mortal Crimes (2004); The Guy Liddell Diaries (2005); MASK (2005); Historical Dictionary of British Intelligence (Scarecrow Press, 2005); Historical Dictionary of International Intelligence (Scarecrow Press, 2006); On Her Majesty’s Secret Service (2006); Historical Dictionary of Cold War Counterintelligence (2007); Historical Dictionary of World War II Intelligence (2008); TRIPLEX (2009); Historical Dictionary of Sexspionage (2009); Historical Dictionary of Ian Fleming’s World of Intelligence (2009); Historical Dictionary of Naval Intelligence (2010); SNOW (2011); Historical Dictionary of Chinese Intelligence (2011); Historical Dictionary of Signals Intelligence (2012); Double Cross in Cairo (2013); Historical Dictionary of World War I Intelligence (2014); MI5 in the Great War (2015); Tradecraft Secrets (2016); and Cold War Counterfeit Spies (2016).
      

      
       In 1989, West was voted the Experts’ Expert by a panel of spy writers selected by
         the Observer. In October 2003, he was awarded the U.S. Association of Former Intelligence Officers
         first Lifetime Literature Achievement Award. He is currently the European editor of
         the International   Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence and teaches the history of post-war intelligence at the Centre for Counterintelligence
         and Security Studies in Alexandria, Virginia. In 2012 he was appointed to the panel
         of judges for the St. Ermin’s Best Intelligence Book of the Year prize.
      

images/41-logo_tm.tif.png





images/42-F00-000.tif.jpg
Oparation.
EQXLEY.

The elimination of HITLER and any high-ranking
Nagis or members of the Plihrer's entourage
vho may be present at the attempt.

Sniper's rifle, PILT with ze fuze) or
Bagooka, HeE. ;nd ;plf::og a-nﬁ:n mihnt
end destruction of the Fllhrerszug by explosives;

The most recent information aveilsble on Hitler

and hie movemente narrows down the field of

endesvour to two loei of action, viz. the

%‘nmmn) RN area and the Flhrerzug (Hitler's
L]

The BERCHTESGADEN ares includes the OBER-
au.nng as well se the road from the BERGHOP
(Hitler's residence on the OBERSALZBERG) to
SCHLOSS KLESSHEIM, one of the alternative
Pihrerhsuptquartiers which vere set up in
Gemany following the threst to the R\STENBURG
(Bast Pruessia) FHQ by the advence of the Russian
ermies in Poland.

Loci of sction in connection with the
Plihrerzug include the SCHLOSS KLESSHEIM sidings,
SALZBURG way station and the routes followed
by Hitler's train when travelling north (to
Berlin) and west (to Mannheim),





toc_nav.xhtml


      

         

            		Title Page



            		Acknowledgments



            		Abbreviations and Glossary



            		Chronology



            		Introduction



            		A



            		B



            		C



            		D



            		E



            		F



            		G



            		H



            		I



            		J



            		K



            		L



            		M



            		N



            		O



            		P



            		Q



            		R



            		S



            		T



            		U



            		V



            		W



            		X



            		Y



            		Z



            		Appendix A



            		Appendix B



            		Appendix C



            		Appendix D



            		Appendix E



            		Bibliography



            		About the Author



         



      

   

images/40-W01-cover.jpg
ENCYCLOPEDIA
of

POLITICAL
ASSASSINATIONS

NIGEL WEST






