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To the Reader
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The following is a summary of the book (Normal Women: Nine Hundred Years of Making History) written by (Philippa Gregory). It is important to note that this summary is not intended to replace reading the book itself, but to provide a broad understanding of the book's content, key themes and ideas.
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Introduction 



[image: image]


This book focuses on the lives of women who lived a hidden life and rest in unvisited tombs. The first schools in England were church schools and scholars were priests, so the first historians were men like Venerable Bede. There are only six chronicles surviving from the early medieval period, mostly written by men, mostly about the kings and their wars. A History of the English-Speaking Peoples by Winston Churchill is a description not of the 'peoples' but of English-speaking men: 1,413 named men, and just 98 named women.

The records of history are all written by men, mostly men of the church, and they have little or no interest in women. Women are there, making fortunes and losing them, breaking the law, defending castles in siege, and setting off on crusades. They are often named as rioters, power-mad women, manipulative women, viragoes, angels, and witches.

Poverty medieval women had a sense of themselves, supporting each other, employing each other, naming other women as their heirs, and holding other women to a standard of behavior. However, legally they were owned by their fathers or husbands and bound to stay in their communities. Only in work gangs and guilds could they have a sense of themselves as a group with a distinct shared female life.

Women historians began the process of rereading historical records to find out what the women were doing in their dark and silent past while men were shining a spotlight and amplifying themselves. They produced the first great histories of women, followed by biographers of heroines and family, social historians of movements, and editors of lists of 10 memorable women or top 20 names.

This book aims to show that murderers, brides, housewives, pirates, whores, weavers, farmers, milliners, female husbands, hermits, chastes, jousters, painters, nuns, queens, witches, and soldiers are all part of women's history and our national history, even though they lived and died without a man noticing them for long enough to write down their names.
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Part 1

1066–1348 Doomsday 
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Doomsday, the invasion of England by the Norman army in 1066, marked a significant shift in the lives of women in England. The invasion was not just a regime change but a hardening of a tyranny by men who captured the kingdom and its fortune, passed it father to son excluding women, created laws enslaving women, and composed religion and philosophy to denigrate women. The Domesday Book, compiled to establish the value of lands for royal taxation, could be challenged no more than Judgment Day itself.

The Bayeux Tapestry, a 70-meter long embroidered linen panel, shows an invasion of 632 men, with only five women, all of them threatened or suffering violence. The invasion marked the end of an England that had settled into relatively peaceful rule under Anglo-Saxon lords, inspired by a concept of 'good lordship'. A third of the surviving pre-conquest wills were written by women, signing their own names. In East Anglia and the town of Oxford, about one in every seven landowners was a woman, and 14% of the tenants on royal lands were named as women.

Some extremely wealthy women included Gytha Thorkilsdottir, Countess of Wessex, mother of King Harold, and Edith Swan Neck. Two of the greatest women landowners of 1086 were not even named in the Domesday Book – they were referred to as the wife of Hugh, son of Grip, and the mother of Robert Malet.

The Domesday Book was commissioned to show the invader the state of the land he claimed as his own. After consultation with his council, the king sent his men to each shire to find out the land's occupied and occupied men. All lands belonged to the king by right of conquest, and he favoured his chiefs of staff with grants of land. Female ownership almost died out, with only kinswomen and a few nunneries remaining. Lower-class Anglo-Saxon women were robbed, assaulted, and raped by the invading soldiers.

The Normans brought patriarchy to England, formalized it in law, and kept women from the throne for five centuries. William's niece Judith was one of the few women to be given land, but her marriage to a defeated Anglo-Saxon lord failed. Queen Matilda, the most powerful woman in England, was less honoured than Anglo-Saxon queens and was only crowned in 1068.

Wives became unpaid managers, tenants for life, not owners. William's great demand of England proved to be money to pay his army and send back to Normandy. However, the England he invaded had a subsistence economy with little use for coins or precious metals. He tried to stimulate a cash economy by encouraging Jewish merchants to settle in England from 1070. Their reliability and honesty led to Jewish financiers managing huge state and private debts, which contributed to the growing antisemitism in the country.

After the invasion of England, everyone had to earn coins to pay taxes, which hit women food producers who fed their families and bartered surplus produce for other goods in the community. Juliana Strapnel, a tenant in Ingatestone, Essex, paid most of her annual rent in labour, including ploughing, weeding, and harrowing the manor fields. She also worked for herself, growing her own food, raising her animals, collecting firewood, cutting turves, and gleaning after the harvest.

The new taxes changed the economy, forcing women to earn cash, sell her surplus food in the market, spin for a fee for a manufacturer, or work for another employer for cash. William I kept a fifth of the entire lands of England for himself as the royal estate, decreeing new laws to preserve vast areas for royal hunting. Forest law became one of the most hated consequences of the invasion, excluding men and women from the land that supported them.

Middle-aged women lived off the land around them, some named as "common land" for all to share in grazing and harvesting rights, and some as "waste" where anyone could build a shelter and take up residence. By the end of the 1100s, about a quarter of England had been closed to the English people, leading to frequent resistance against the forest laws and opposition to the expansion of hunting preserves. Women's defiance of forest law became a civil resistance that would be seen again and again in the following centuries, as they defended their rights, communities, food, markets, and traditions.

The Normans defended their land grab by building castles, but over 535 were destroyed in the 30 years after the invasion. The patriarchy knew they could only keep their new territory by force. People took to arms to oppose the Normans, and Anglo-Saxon women led rebellions. Gytha, mother of the dead king Harold, organized a revolt at Exeter and took a group of women into voluntary exile. Uprisings occurred on the Welsh borders and in the north of England, leading to the 'Harrying of the North' by William, which devastated Yorkshire and prompted guerrilla warfare in the east of England. Emma de Gauder defied William I to marry Ralph, Earl of East Anglia, and recruited him into the'revolt of the earls' with her brother against William's rule. Emma held William's castle of Norwich against him for three months, forcing the king to make a truce with her. Anglo-Saxon Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria, became a focus for female disobedience when the nuns of Romsey Abbey declared him a saint and his execution by William a martyrdom. The only Anglo-Saxon women to retain their wealth and power through the conquest were the women of the convents and abbeys.
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Part 2

1348–1455 Women Rising 
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The Great Pestilence, also known as the Black Death, arrived in England in 1348 and spread across Europe along trade routes. The epidemic was a form of bubonic plague, but it had no known cure. The first outbreaks led to the Hundred Years' War with France, destroying cultural life, severing connections between England and Europe, and emptying villages and fields. The church, which had no doctrine or priests, suffered significant damage. The population halved, and many farmers died, cooling the climate and creating the later 'Little Ice Age'. Women were called on to serve the church as if they were ordained male priests, with Bishop Ralph of Shrewsbury ordering dying Christians to confess their sins to a layman if no priest was available. This breakthrough into the men-only priesthood allowed women to intercede with God, transforming them from inferior creatures into God-blessed beings.

The Great Pestilence led to a nationwide labor shortage, with women laborers making up as much as 50% of the workforce. They earned equal pay with men, and women in skilled arduous trades like thatching and reaping worked alongside men, equally productive and paid at the same rate. The next 200 years saw women taking home equal pay with men, competing with men for casual work, continuing with their own domestic production of food and textiles, entering apprenticeships and training, and rising into higher-paid work.

Survivors in towns and villages found new opportunities, such as Olivia Cranmer, who rose from the lowest class and became a farmer, businesswoman, and entrepreneur. The pestilence created a nationwide shortage of labor, and women moved from rural tenancies into urban areas to seize entrepreneurial opportunities. Some women stepped into businesses or fortunes of dead husbands or parents, such as Agnes Ramsey, Mathilda Penne, and Johanna Hill. Successful women entrepreneurs used the law in their own names, such as Emma Saltere of London, who sued Thomas Blankowe and Alice Breton for a debt, and Maud Ireland, who traded as a femme sole silkwoman even though her husband Thomas was so successful that he was a London alderman in 1380.

After the pestilence, the number of girls taking up trade apprenticeships increased significantly, with a third of the names in surviving records being girls. Most were bound to masters by their fathers, planning a career for their girls. Many women apprenticed in the textile business, especially highly paid silk and embroidery work. Rural women successfully took up extra work needed in food production, and after 1375, there were no regular, frequent national famines due to the reduced population and increased productivity of women in market gardening, farming, food production processing, and distribution. Women who took up work in all occupations at higher pay chose to marry later or stay single. Elite families also depended on women survivors, with some families having only female heirs. Entire dynasties and fortunes depended on the competence of the female head of the family.

In 1349, England faced hardship due to the changes brought about by the plague. Employers and landowners struggled to stop these changes, leading to women being pressured to marry and have families. Contraception became a serious sin, and birth control methods were hidden in Latin, which was exclusive to the upper classes. The trauma of the plague changed household charity, with many poor people no longer receiving food at the kitchen door or at regular feasts. Lordly giving ceased to be a tradition, and gifts of food and goods were more controlled and directed to employees.

The plague also brought a new twist to misogyny, with some diseases already blamed on women. The Westminster Chronicle declared that women had caused the Great Pestilence because they flowed with the tides of fashion, wearing tight clothes to hide their arses. New laws emphasised the status of husbands, making husband-killing the gravest of murders. The Treason Act of 1351 reserved a special punishment for murderous wives until 1828, and a new tax was introduced, specifically aimed at married women. This led to the Peasants' Revolt of 1381, which was led by women. The revolt began with two Kent women, Joan Hampcok and Agnes Jekyn, who were arrested and imprisoned. The rebels invaded London, where Johanna Ferrour led them to the Savoy Palace, stealing gold and looting it.

King Richard II met Wat Tyler to agree a ceasefire after the burning of the Savoy Palace. Johanna Ferrour led the attack, leading the rebels to London's citadel and executing the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord High Treasurer. Tyler believed he was making progress in negotiations with Richard II and his advisors. However, the royal party killed Wat Tyler, and the king reneged on his promises, leading to uprisings throughout England.

Women led their families thieving, assaulting, abducting, and robbed their victims, sometimes working with prostitutes to rob or blackmail upper-class clients. Women were charged with violent attacks on neighbors, raiding people who owed them money, and leading their families in attacks upon rivals or debtors. In Cambridge, women led a criminal gang, seizing goods in June 1381.

Approximately 1,500 rebel leaders were killed, including women. In the pardon roll issued by Richard II, 30 of the names were women applicants, a small minority of those who had taken part. Women who could not afford expensive cash payments for pardons found themselves charged in the criminal courts.

Upper-class women were robbed during the uprisings, and many women landowners lost their rent records. In 1428, a women-only riot took place against Duke Humphrey of Gloucester, demonstrating in defense of a deserted wife and unbreakable marriage vows. Women also supported a 1450 rebellion led by Jack Cade, who was eventually found and executed.

Chapter Review:

Q: What was the impact of the Great Pestilence, or the Black Death, in England and Europe?

A: The Great Pestilence, or Black Death, arrived in England in 1348 and spread across Europe via trade routes. It caused widespread devastation, halving the population, destroying cultural life, and severing connections between England and Europe. Villages and fields were emptied, and the church suffered significant damage. The epidemic had no known cure and led to the Hundred Years' War with France.

Q: How did the Great Pestilence change the role of women in society?

A: The Great Pestilence led to a nationwide labor shortage, with women stepping up to fill the void. Women became a significant part of the workforce, making up as much as 50% of laborers. They earned equal pay and worked alongside men in skilled trades. Over the next two centuries, women continued to earn equal pay, compete for work with men, engage in domestic production, and enter apprenticeships and higher-paid professions.

Q: Can you share any examples of successful women entrepreneurs during this period?

A: Olivia Cranmer, a survivor of the pestilence, rose from the lowest class and became a successful farmer, businesswoman, and entrepreneur. Other women, such as Agnes Ramsey, Mathilda Penne, and Johanna Hill, stepped into businesses or inherited fortunes from deceased husbands or parents. Emma Saltere of London used the law in her own name, suing for debts, while Maud Ireland traded as a silkwoman despite her husband's success as a London alderman.

Q: What opportunities emerged for survivors of the pestilence in towns and villages?

A: The pestilence created a nationwide labor shortage, leading to opportunities for women to move from rural areas to towns and seize entrepreneurial ventures. Survivors like Olivia Cranmer found new prospects, while others inherited businesses or pursued their own ventures.

Q: How did the Great Pestilence impact girls' apprenticeships and women's economic roles?

A: After the pestilence, the number of girls participating in trade apprenticeships significantly increased, with a third of surviving records containing female names. Many girls were bound to masters by their fathers, planning careers for their daughters. Women also found success in the textile industry, engaging in high-paying silk and embroidery work. In rural areas, women took up additional work in food production, leading to increased productivity and a decrease in famines.

Key Takeaways:

1. The Great Pestilence, or Black Death, had a devastating impact on England and Europe, halving the population and severing connections between nations.

2. The epidemic led to a labor shortage, with women making up as much as 50% of the workforce and earning equal pay with men.

3. Women entered skilled trades, pursued entrepreneurship, and used the law to protect their financial interests.

4. Survivors found new opportunities, and women moved from rural areas to towns to seize entrepreneurial ventures.

5. The pestilence increased the number of girls entering apprenticeships, particularly in textiles, and improved food production and distribution through the increased involvement of women.

6. Women's economic independence allowed them to delay marriage or choose to remain single.

Inspirational Quotes:

1. "In the face of adversity, women rose to the challenge, reshaping society and themselves."

2. "When doors closed, women found windows, seizing new opportunities and rewriting their destinies."

3. "The Great Pestilence was a catalyst for change, empowering women to reclaim their rightful place in society." 

4. "From the ashes of tragedy, emerged a generation of resilient women, breaking barriers and forging their own paths."

5. "The strength of women knows no bounds, as they transformed tragedy into triumph during the darkest times."
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Part 3

1455–1485 Women at War 
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During the thirty years of civil war between the houses of York and Lancaster, women took on roles of military leadership and civil authority. The wars were later named the 'Wars of the Roses' or 'the Mothers' Wars', as the royal houses were led by determined women who plotted, spied, suffered imprisonment, and mustered armies to get their sons on the throne. Queen Margaret of Anjou led her army into battle, fighting for her husband and his heir, their son. Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, supported Margaret and was defeated at the Battle of Blore Heath in 1459. Later, she changed sides to support her daughter Elizabeth Woodville, who married the newly victorious young king, Edward IV of York.

Elizabeth Woodville, the first common-born woman to take the throne as a queen of England, fought through years of warfare, once in sanctuary and once in the Tower of London during a siege. After using her husband to get her son the throne, Margaret became a 'vowess', leading an independent life as a celibate woman, the greatest landowner after her son the king, and the uncrowned queen of his court. The disruption to civil and political society was local and temporary, giving elite women little opportunity to move into leadership roles.

The end of the wars brought relief to women who had suffered from social disruption, property damage, and personal loss. Wives and widows of defeated men often shared their punishment, going into exile or paying fines. Many women faced hardship and children were orphaned, creating extra numbers of the poor. In the years of peace, Plantagenet courts aspired to be as centralized, ritualized, and grand as the famously sophisticated court of Burgundy. Upper-class women were educationalists, founding Queens' College, Cambridge, and supporting Thomas Caxton, the printer, in 1476. They also helped translate and edit the Histoire des Philosophes and may have encouraged the publication of Le Morte d’Arthur.

Aristocratic women copied the elegance of the queens’ courts, educating and training young kinswomen, visiting women, apprentice girls, and servants, and creating domestic institutions under female leadership. Luxury work for the court encouraged craftspeople all around England, and women entrepreneurs created business for them.

Witches were responsible for about a third of all property transactions in London by 1400, but by 1474, the market was dominated by men. Guild widows concentrated wealth in families by marrying inside the guild. Some women entrepreneurs continued their success in all industries and trades. A woman's word had no legal weight unless she were registered as a femme sole.

Marriages in the early medieval period were primarily intended to consolidate fortunes and provide a reliable wife and mother for the family and their business. However, there were also marriages for love, such as the royal marriage of Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville, which was secretly undertaken to be evidenced at a trial for witchcraft and provide the basis for a legal challenge from Richard III. Some women chose their husbands in defiance of their families or vows, such as Joan Portsmouth and Philippa King, who conceived children with their lovers.

Prostitution elite mistresses and prostitutes were accepted at the court of Edward IV, but Jane Shore, the ex-wife of a London gold-smith, was publicly humiliated by her brother Richard III. Some women made a good living, such as Alice Stapledon, a convicted brothel-keeper from Suffolk, who died in funds, leaving bequests to women friends and charities.

Some towns tried to be more restrictive, such as Leicester requiring townsmen to report any prostitutes to the authorities, Ipswich targeting disorderly houses during a plague outbreak, and London imposing harsher rules on women accused of prostitution. In the 45 years of London commissary court records from 1471, 377 women were charged with prostitution, but only 10 confessed.

Chapter Review:

Q: What were the key roles women played during the Wars of the Roses?

A: During the Wars of the Roses, women took on roles of military leadership and civil authority. They plotted, spied, endured imprisonment, and mustered armies to support their husbands and sons in their quest for the throne.

Q: Who were some influential women during this period?

A: Queen Margaret of Anjou and Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, both played important roles in the conflict. Margaret led her army into battle, fighting for her husband and son, while Jacquetta initially supported Margaret and later switched sides to support her daughter Elizabeth Woodville.

Q: What challenges did women face during this time?

A: Women faced social disruption, property damage, personal loss, and punishment alongside their defeated husbands. Many became widows and faced hardship, while others were forced into exile or had to pay fines. The wars created additional hardships, with children being orphaned and more people living in poverty.

Q: How did women contribute to society during periods of peace?

A: During times of peace, upper-class women played educational roles, founding institutions like Queens' College, Cambridge, and supporting endeavors such as printing and translation. They also emulated the elegance of the queens' courts, promoting luxury crafts and creating business opportunities.

Q: What was the status of women in society and the law during this period?

A: Women had limited legal standing, and their word held no weight unless they were registered as femme sole, indicating they had legal independence. Witches and guild widows, however, had economic influence and concentrated wealth in their families through property transactions and strategic marriages.

Key Takeaways:

- Women played crucial roles during the Wars of the Roses, taking on military leadership and civil authority.

- Queen Margaret of Anjou, Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, and Elizabeth Woodville were influential figures during this period.

- Women faced social upheaval, property damage, personal loss, and punishment alongside their husbands.

- During times of peace, women contributed to education, cultural development, and entrepreneurship.

- Women had limited legal rights, with their word holding little weight unless registered as femme sole.

Inspirational Quotes:

1. "History remembers the determined women who fought with courage and led armies during the Wars of the Roses."

2. "In times of conflict, the strength and resilience of women shine, shaping the course of history." 

3. "Empowered women inspire future generations to defy societal constraints and strive for greatness." 

4. "The end of war brings relief, allowing women to rebuild their lives and contribute to the progress of society."

5. "Through education and entrepreneurship, women unleash their potential to create a better world for all."
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Part 4

1485–1660 Becoming a Weaker Vessel 
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In 1535, Henry VIII ordered a state examination of religious houses called the Compendium Compertorum to justify their closure. Thomas Legh found four poor nuns in poverty and accused them of being sexually incontinent and bearing children. However, later inspections cast doubt on Legh's assessment, reporting that the house was in good repair. Some abuses occurred, such as mismanagement at the Benedictine priory of Littlemore, where the prioress supported her bastard daughter from convent funds.

Many nuns maintained their vows of celibacy, but not all maintained their vows. Alice Longspey, a nun at the Benedictine abbey of Godstow, was sentenced to a year of strict confinement for her affair with a priest named Hugo Sadylere. Agnes Smyth of Crabhouse Nunnery confessed to giving birth but lost only her rank within the cloister hierarchy for a month and had to perform the psalms of David seven times. Most relationships with men were long-term, usually with churchmen, some of which were only revealed by pregnancy.

The disruption of the national church was of unprecedented significance to the women of England, as Henry VIII broke with the Church of Rome and joined the European-wide Reformation. Lower-class women lost their place in the day-to-day running of the nunneries, convents, and abbeys. Priests and monks could transfer into the Church of England or continue in their old parishes. However, there was no place for gifted, spiritual, well-educated women in the national church of England for 400 years, and no welcome for them in society.

Women exiled from the religious houses returned to their parents, found refuge with sympathetic host families, lived alone, or recreated their communities, called beguinages, keeping the tradition of working, praying, and living together.

The closure of religious houses in England marked the end of professional religious women, leading to a secularized and sexualized image of women in society. Women were no longer seen as virgins but as temptations, with the image of women being viewed as unnatural and unfulfilled. Protestant reformer Martin Luther defined virginity as an unnatural state, and only a woman who had experienced intercourse with a man could be considered a true woman.

Secular women faced significant changes in their parish churches and rituals, losing their independence of the throne and women's roles in church iconography. Saints' days were no longer observed, and women's rituals were banned. The state religion of England changed three times over four reigns, with each time a form of religion was banned, it became a "fortress religion" defended principally by women in secrecy in their homes.

Religious protests against Henry VIII and the Reformation saw few women rebels by name. The Pilgrimage of Grace, a 1536 uprising, involved an army of 30,000 women, including Margaret Pole and Margaret Cheyne. As the Roman Catholic religion was declared illegal, aristocratic women turned their houses into religious refuges, hiding priests, creating family chapels, sending children to religious schools abroad, marrying them inside the faith, and keeping the family together through letters.

Royal women played a significant role in the Reformation, with some upholding their own faiths. Catherine of Aragon was supported by Roman Catholic women, while Anne Boleyn supported reform. Kateryn Parr, a theologian and reformer, co-wrote the Book of Common Prayer, which became the first woman to publish prayers and thoughts under her own name. When Henry VIII's daughter, Mary I, succeeded in 1553, many reformers and Protestants faced punishment for heresy. Fifty women and 230 men were burned for declaring their reformist faith during the final four years of Mary I's reign.

Mary Tudor, nicknamed 'Bloody Mary' by Protestant historians, was the granddaughter of Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, who founded the Inquisition in Spain. She believed in violence to improve religion. Lady Katherine Willoughby, wife of Charles Brandon, was closely knit into the Parr-Askew reform circle and almost singlehandedly reformed religion in Lincolnshire.

The Northern Rising of 1569 was led by the women of two noble northern families, Anne Percy and Jane Neville, who marched under the banner of the five wounds of Christ to rescue Elizabeth's cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots. The revolt was popular, and women suffered for it. Elizabeth demanded 700 hangings in northern villages, and Jane Neville spent the rest of her life under house arrest. Anne Percy's husband Thomas was executed for his part in the rebellion, while Anne fled to exile, leaving her daughters behind.

The Roman Catholic wives of loyalist Protestant husbands challenged the authority of the church and the status of men as head of the household. They resisted both their husbands and the state, leading to the imprisonment of persistent offending wives until 1620. The courage and determination of English women in defense of their faiths challenged the traditional view of women as sinful Eve. They were seen as highly spiritual and courageous, sacrificing themselves for their beliefs.

The earliest recorded female death was that of Joan Boughton, burned for heresy in 1494. Under Queen Mary I, Protestants and reforming sects were persecuted, with Margery Polley, Rose Pencell, Elizabeth Warne, and others being burned together at Smithfield. Women who refused to desert their husbands and children were captured and burned together at Ipswich in 1556.

The most famous martyrs of that year were Joan Bradbridge, Petronil Appleby, Katherine Allin, Joan Manning, and Elizabeth (surname possibly Lewis), a blind maid. The women who died for their faith were seen as victims and martyrs, sacrificing themselves for their beliefs.
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Part 5

1660–1764 Locked Out and Locked In 
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The 17th century saw the rise of land enclosures in England, leading to a loss of traditional rights and livelihoods for the poor. The Commonwealth government failed to fulfill its promises and the return of the monarchy with Charles II did not signify a return to good lordship. In just 40 years, about a quarter of England's area was taken into private ownership, causing the landscapes to be rolled out over emptied villages and ruined lives.

The elite took advantage of this, taking away the traditional rights of the poor working country people. Game, hunting, and fishing became illegal, and the 'Black Act' created more than 200 new offences punishable by hanging. Women suffered the most, as they could no longer make a living from their shared village fields and were excluded from woodlands where they used to gather firewood or graze animals.

Wages also halved, forcing people to work for others and migrate to cities. The Elizabethan-Stuart laws that had ordered women to stay at home suddenly dissolved, making it socially and morally acceptable for single women to leave home seeking work. Bristol and Manchester experienced population growth, with a quarter of the population living in towns by 1800. Single women and widows could no longer support themselves in their cottages and went as domestic servants to live in workshops in growing towns.

The tradition that women work for their families without payment and men dedicate themselves to wage earning became established by the enclosures of common land in the seventeenth century. Landowners changed the way they set wages, setting a maximum limit that local employers could not exceed. This deliberately held down wages and women's pay, resulting in a pay gap between men and women workers.

In the late 1600s, England was a poor country with no surplus balance of payments, frequent epidemics, and a declining population. Daniel Defoe identified different classes: the rich, middle sort, working trades, country people, farmers, poor, and miserable. Protests took place in various fields, including legal action, riots, and changes in food use. Women led the complaints, putting pressure on food retailers, producers, middlemen, and farmers to keep prices down and keep foodstuffs local.

Working-class women led direct action, which was so well understood by the elite that one historian called it the "moral economy of the crowd." A group of women rioted at Lyme in 1678, protesting the import of linen and canvas. Many of the rioting women were from families who would later join the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion against the tyranny and Roman Catholicism of James II.

In 1693, Northamptonshire women carried knives to market and forced grain retailers to sell locally at fair prices. In Nottingham market, a riot broke out to prevent Lincolnshire merchants from taking hundreds of pounds of cheeses out of the county. The traditional-minded elite sided with the traditional-minded poor against the new money men.

Many crimes of hunger were ignored, and many country riots burned out without being recorded. However, attitudes seemed to harden throughout the 1700s, and magistrates began to side more with profiteers. Radical thinking originated in England, where anger about greed became widespread and the greedy elite became increasingly anxious. Women were foremost in radical thinking and violent action, protesting against new machines and practices that threatened wages or put skilled artisans out of work.

The Riot Act of 1714 was created to define a 'crowd' as more than 12 people, and soldiers or militia were allowed to shoot to kill one hour after the reading. It may have had more impact on women than men, as they cleared the streets promptly and disappeared from the records.

The restoration of Charles II in 1660 marked the return of patriarchy to England, with English men becoming legal beings and the royal family becoming landowners and kings. However, English women, who had fought for English freedom, gained nothing from the overthrow of Parliament and the return of the king. Women entered the pre-modern world as serfs, owned by their husbands without a legal presence. The European-wide revolution of thought (now called the Age of Enlightenment) comforted English thinkers, who believed that progress was upward and humanity would become more civilized, cultured, and logical. New sciences developed, based on observation of the real world rather than speculation, and rational thought was valued over inspiration and logic.

The new Enlightenment thinkers decided that there were only two sexes: fixed and unchanging, completely opposite, male and female, normal and other. They saw this simple binary model because they favoured it and found it because they looked for it. When they saw behaviors or nature that did not support a rigid binary model, they explained them away.

New theories about women's bodies were based on the dissection of corpses and the use of the newly invented microscope. Women's nature was deduced from their bodies, such as the dangerous rage and madness created by the wandering womb, greensickness caused by sexual frustration, moodiness caused by menstruation, and the deterioration of menopause. Elite philosophers and scientists argued that women's nature was unreliable and unfit for authority.

Now that the king was restored, it was hoped that assertive women would retire to domestic peace. Enlightenment thinkers agreed that good women were naturally modest and that they must be taught.

Chapter Review:

Q: What were the consequences of land enclosures in 17th century England?

A: The consequences of land enclosures in 17th century England were a loss of traditional rights and livelihoods for the poor. The poor working country people lost their access to game, hunting, and fishing, and the 'Black Act' introduced harsh punishments for more than 200 new offenses. Women were particularly affected, as they lost their ability to make a living from shared village fields and were excluded from woodlands. Wages also halved, forcing people to migrate to cities and work for others.

Q: How did land enclosures affect the role of women in society?

A: Land enclosures in 17th century England had a significant impact on the role of women. They lost their ability to support themselves through traditional means and were forced to seek work as domestic servants in growing towns. The enclosures created a gap in wages between men and women, as landowners deliberately held women's pay down. Additionally, the dissolution of the Elizabethan-Stuart laws allowed single women to leave home and seek work, leading to population growth in cities like Bristol and Manchester.

Key takeaways:

1. Land enclosures in 17th century England led to a loss of traditional rights and livelihoods for the poor.

2. Women were particularly affected, losing access to shared village fields and woodlands.

3. Wages halved, forcing people to migrate to cities and work for others.

4. The role of women in society changed, with many becoming domestic servants in growing towns.

5. The enclosures created a pay gap between men and women workers.

Inspirational quote: 

"In the face of adversity, the resilience of women has historically reshaped societies and challenged oppressive systems."
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1765–1857 Making a Lady 
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In 1761, an African girl, Chloe Gambia, was sold in Liverpool to a Liverpool business family. She had survived kidnapping, separation, and a six-week voyage to the Sugar Islands. Despite being imprisoned, she was kept on board as part of the 'Captain's perks' allowance. She was bought by Henry Hervey Aston and his wife Catherine to be a playmate-slave for their daughters. Chloe served as a domestic slave and housekeeper before dying at the age of 68. Slaves were a sign of high status among the elite from the mid-seventeenth century until the abolition of slavery in England in 1833. The treatment of slaves in England was often cruel, sometimes leading to death.

Slavery in England was not automatically abolished with feudalism, but many slaves who managed to escape found it hard to survive in a society where there was little help and support for the native poor. Newly free women had no home parish, no right of residency anywhere, and nowhere to claim charity. Many had no education and little training in English domestic work. One woman escaped from slavery on the death of her owner and became a hugely successful prostitute and brothel-owner. Her life was described in a guide to the sex workers at a London brothel at King's Place.

Another African woman escaped from slavery and became a hugely successful prostitute and brothel-owner. She was born in Guinea, West Africa, and was sold into slavery by a planter who gave her a schoolmaster to teach her to read and write and made her the supervisor of the house slaves. She was faithful to his bed, careful of his domestic concerns, exact in her accounts, and would not suffer any of the servants to impose upon their master.

Some women managed to free themselves from slavery and make successful lives in England. Mary Prince, born into slavery in Bermuda in 1788, was born into slavery in Brackish Pond, Bermuda, and was sold to a new owner as house slaves. She was beaten by her new owner and his wife, and was sold into hard physical labor in the Salt Ponds, Turks and Caicos islands. After ten years, she was taken to Bermuda and Antigua, where she met her husband, a carpenter who had bought his freedom.

Despite her efforts to buy her freedom, the Woods family refused to sell her, and after several quarrels, they threw her out.

Mary, born into slavery in Bermuda, was a slave and was not officially freed by her owners in England. After a year in England, her owners prepared to return to Antigua, leaving Mary trapped in England. She dictated her story to Susanna Moodie, the first female slave narrative to be published. After publication, she disappeared from the record.

Dido Elizabeth Belle (1761-1804) is the best-known English slave, known for her fame and books. Born to a slave mother, she was raised by her uncle, William Murray, who was 1st Earl of Mansfield and Lord Chief Justice. Murray's deliberations were intentionally ambiguous, and he only made individual arguments for the freedom of individual slaves. Dido Belle lived with Lord Mansfield's family as a poor relation, paying a smaller allowance than her white, legitimate cousin.

A portrait of Elizabeth Murray shows Dido Belle in an exotic costume, carrying pine cones and holding a book. This portrait is typical of slave paintings, where Black slaves or servants are contrasted with their white owners, demonstrating the owner's wealth and physical beauty.

Dido Belle, a slave, was confirmed in Lord Mansfield's will to ensure her safety. He left her a small inheritance, allowing her to marry a white upper-household servant and live in middle-class Pimlico. Saartjie Baartman, the daughter of a Khoikhoi cattle drover, was brought to England in 1810 with her master, Hendrik Cesars, and Alexander Dunlop. Despite her promises of freedom, she was sold to a French owner, exhibited in Paris, and died in 1815. Matilda Foster, born a slave in 1818, was born free and had a daughter, Fanny, who worked as a domestic servant and artist's model. These theories of racial inferiority emerged after the first African kidnaps, as an attempt to justify the transatlantic slave trade. Racism became popular in countries that profited from slavery and believed that enslaving someone proved the superiority of the slaver. The modern expression "might is right" was coined by an abolitionist in 1846.
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In 1854, Barbara Leigh Smith, a young single woman with no legal training or publications, published a pamphlet on English laws that applied to all women, not just the rich and well-born. She was part of the progressive feminist thinkers called the 'Ladies of Langham Place' and set up the English Women's Journal to examine the conditions of all women of all classes. Barbara Leigh Smith considered women as a group, not divided by class, wealth, status, color, or religion. This change in attitude inspired some campaigns at the turn of the nineteenth century and its absence explained the failure of others.

Unity was hard to achieve for women, as some working-class women did not welcome elite women advising or campaigning for them. Racism divided women, and marital status divided wives, widows, and spinsters. Barbara Leigh Smith's pamphlet demanded a change in the law for all women, stating that a man and wife are one person in law, and the wife loses all her rights as a single woman.

Caroline Norton, an aristocratic author, left her drunken and unfaithful husband George in 1836, who claimed her earnings and kidnapped their sons. The House of Lords granted 321 divorces to men and four to women, with only two divorces for women. The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 improved the lives of wives, allowing them to keep their earnings from a deserting husband and apply for maintenance for the children of the dissolved marriage. In 1870, the Married Women's Property Act allowed all married women, as well as estranged wives, to keep their own income or inheritance.

The new court for divorce received a flood of petitions, leading to increased equality in marriage. Emily Hall, who had married Edmund Jackson in 1887 but left him, was saved by the changes in the law. However, she was kidnapped and held by a violently abusive husband in 1891. The judges decided that it was not legal for a runaway wife to be kidnapped and held by a violently abusive husband. Emily Hall died as his wife.

Women authors like Mona Caird criticized marriage, calling for education for girls to be morally and financially independent of husbands and greater liberalization of divorce. Victorian wives responded with 27,000 letters, expressing their reverence for the sanctity of the marriage vow. However, some women rebelled, such as Edith 'Biddy' Lanchester, who fell in love with a factory worker and decided to live together without marriage. The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1923 ended the double sexual standard in the law, making adultery grounds for marriage termination. The proportion of petitions filed by wives rose from 41% in 1921 to 62%.

Ironically, by making it possible for wives to divorce husbands guilty only of adultery, many abused and raped wives no longer reported violence against them in order to obtain a divorce. Marital violence slipped from the records, and Biddy Lanchester became a soldier of liberty.

In the 19th century, women of all classes, including educated women like Barbara Leigh Smith, pushed for reforms that benefited all women. However, many middle and upper-class women campaigned for poor women as a form of benevolent patronage. The Women's Co-operative Guild, founded in 1883, encouraged working-class women to work together on issues that mattered to them. Protest against poverty and ill health spread when doctors discovered germ theory, which understood that infections from slums were being transmitted to upper and middle-class homes. The government passed the first public health laws in the 1840s, and an epidemic of cholera in 1854 was blamed on the quality of drinking water in Soho, London. Health campaigns focused on poor housing, hygiene, and poor people, benefiting all women. The middle classes believed that cleanliness and order distinguished them from their poorer neighbors.

Chapter Review:

Q: Who was Barbara Leigh Smith and what did she advocate for?

A: Barbara Leigh Smith was a progressive feminist thinker who advocated for the rights of all women, regardless of class, wealth, status, color, or religion. She published a pamphlet in 1854 that called for a change in English laws to benefit all women.

Q: How did Barbara Leigh Smith's attitude towards women inspire campaigns?

A: Barbara Leigh Smith's change in attitude towards women as a united group, rather than divided by class, wealth, or status, inspired campaigns at the turn of the nineteenth century. Her focus on equality for all women was a driving force behind these movements.

Q: What were some challenges in achieving unity among women?

A: Some working-class women did not welcome elite women advising or campaigning for them, leading to difficulties in achieving unity. Racism also divided women, as did marital status, with divisions between wives, widows, and spinsters.

Q: How did the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 improve the lives of wives?

A: The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 allowed wives to keep their earnings from a deserting husband and apply for maintenance for their children after a dissolved marriage. It granted them more financial autonomy and protection.

Q: What impact did the Married Women's Property Act of 1870 have?

A: The Married Women's Property Act of 1870 allowed all married women, including estranged wives, to keep their own income or inheritance. It provided further economic independence for women.

Q: Who was Emily Hall and how did the changes in the law affect her?

A: Emily Hall married Edmund Jackson in 1887 but left him. She was saved by the changes in the law that protected runaway wives. However, she was kidnapped and held by a violently abusive husband in 1891, leading to her tragic death.

Q: What were some criticisms of marriage by women authors in the Victorian era?

A: Women authors like Mona Caird criticized marriage and called for education that empowered girls to be financially and morally independent of husbands. They also advocated for greater liberalization of divorce laws.

Key takeaways:

1. Barbara Leigh Smith advocated for the rights of all women and condemned the loss of a wife's rights upon marriage.

2. Legal reforms like the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 and the Married Women's Property Act of 1870 improved the lives and rights of wives.

3. Campaigns for women's rights faced challenges due to divisions based on class, race, and marital status.

4. The changing laws brought more equality to marriage and divorce, but also had unintended consequences such as underreporting of marital violence.

Inspirational quote: 

"The fight for equality is not just about one's own rights, but for the rights of all. Unity and understanding can overcome the divisions that hold us back."
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In May 1929, all women over 21 in England had the right to vote in the general election. The three parties – Conservative, Liberal, and Labour – campaigned to young women, emphasizing equality for women in their posters. The Labour Party formed a minority government with 14 women MPs, only 2.3% of the whole. Ellen Wilkinson, a "flaming socialist," believed that class not sex caused working women's suffering.

The Great Depression stalled discussion about working women's rights, causing devastating unemployment, which fell hard on women workers. Britain's world trade halved, and in 1932, 3.5 million people (of a population of 18 million) found themselves out of work. Heavy industries, mostly sited in northern England, were hit the worst, with unemployment reaching 70% in some regions. People went hungry and childhood malnutrition became common. The counties around London avoided the worst poverty due to the development of new light industries of electrical goods and cars, and a boom in house-building.

The defeat of the trade unions in the General Strike made it difficult for them to defend the poor and unemployed against economic collapse and new laws. In October 1936, Ellen Wilkinson led 200 unemployed men on a march from Jarrow, where 88% of the workforce was unemployed and child mortality was double the national average. Official trade unions refused to support the march, and Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin would not meet them. The matter was not debated in the Houses of Parliament, and the government offered no assistance.

This demonstration of the indifference of the wealthy men and women in government to the want and despair of the working classes was a significant moment in the struggle for women's rights.

Ellen Wilkinson, a Labour MP during the hunger march of 1936, played a significant role in the Great Depression, dividing politicians and involving women in political and economic solutions. Women also participated in the Spanish Civil War and the Communist Party of Great Britain, but had no specific policies on women's rights or sexism. The British Fascisti, Britain's first fascist organisation, was formed by Miss Rotha Lintorn-Orman in 1923 but lost members to the British Union of Fascists (BUF) under Sir Oswald Mosley. The BUF produced feminist policies, such as proper representation for housewives, equal pay and higher wages, and abolishing the bar on married women working. Fascists believed that women should "fulfil their nature."

Antisemitism was introduced into the BUF's rhetoric from German Nazis, and the fascists began to attack Jewish people. The Battle of Cable Street, later named the Battle of Cable Street, proved a turning point for British fascism, finding working people, Jewish, and Irish people united against it. Women joined in the battle, with 8 of 79 anti-fascist protesters arrested at Cable Street.

The people who protested at their neighborhood being cleared for a militaristic parade found themselves accused by pro-fascist newspapers of leaderless riots. The traditional complaint that a spontaneous uprising of poor people was a "riot" was a common misconception.

The Great Depression in Europe led to a divide between women and men, with some calling for peace and others supporting rearmament. The separate spheres ideal of a breadwinning father and a nurturing home was rekindled, with the wife and mother becoming the creators of the home. The falling birth rate resulted in smaller families and higher expectations of mothering, with children being expected to be at home and school. Mothering was promoted as a "noble calling," and childcare was seen as natural to all women.

The war raised questions about the quality of men available for service as soldiers, with many conscripted men rejected due to disabilities and poor health. Women were encouraged to leave temporary jobs and return to the house to create good homes for working men and healthy children. Housework was made more efficient and scientific, but new gadgets did not empower housewives, turning them into workers who operated machines without knowing their value.

The expansion of light industry and the invention of the assembly line suited women workers, and new factories paid better wages to attract all women without a marriage bar. However, unions tried to preserve jobs for men and maintain unequal wages to advantage men. Women managed to get a 'Domestic Servant Charter' and a 'Nurse Charter' on trade union demands, but they opposed the idea that women should be at home.
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The death penalty for 'petty treason', killing a husband or social superior, remained in law since 1351, even after capital punishment for all other murders was abolished in 1965. It remained on the statute book until 1998, along with piracy with violence, high treason, and arson in dockyards. Mary Elizabeth Wilson, 'The Merry Widow of Windy Nook', was convicted of killing two husbands and suspected of killing two more. She was sentenced to death but died while imprisoned in Holloway. Ruth Ellis, a British nightclub hostess and mother of two, was the last woman to be hanged in England. She repeatedly shot her lover David Blakely with a borrowed gun in 1955 after years of abuse. The public expected the death sentence would be commuted to imprisonment, and the Home Office received 600 letters asking for mercy. Ruth Ellis was hanged ten years after she was hanged, but the death penalty was abolished in 1965. Most murdered women are killed by their husbands or partners, with 58% in 1967-74, usually in their own homes. The list of murdered women in 2019 includes Charlotte Huggins, Jay Edmunds, Simbiso Aretha Moula, Sarah Ashraf, Asma Begum, Luz Margory Isaza Villegas, Christy Walshe, Leanne Unsworth, Alison Hunt, Mary Annie Sowerby, and Julie Webb.

In 2019, a series of murders and rapes occurred in various locations across the UK. Margaret Smyth, Susan Waring, Mary Page, Libby Squire, Antoinette Donnegan, Dorothy Bowyer, Jodie Chesney, Elize Stevens, Laureline Garcia-Bertaux, Lalal Kamara, Alice Morrow, Rachel Evans, Alison McKenzie, Barbara Heywood, Paula Meadows, Sarah Fuller, Megan Newton, Leah Fray, Siama Riaz, Sammy-Lee Lodwig, Amy Parsons, Emma Faulds, Lauren Griffiths, Ellie Gould, Joanne Hamer, Mavis Long, Julia Rawson, Tatiana Koudriavtsev, and Jayde Hall were all found guilty of their crimes.

In January 2019, Maggie was missing for six days before her body was found under rubble at a former pub in Bolton. Her partner was found guilty of her murder and other offenses against four other women. In February 2021, Libby Squire's body was found in the Humber estuary. In February 2022, Antoinette Donnegan was found strangled in London, while Sarah Henshaw was attacked and strangled by her ex-partner. In March 2019, Jodie Chesney was stabbed to death by her grandson, while Elize Stevens was stabbed 86 times by her partner.

In April 2019, Sarah Fuller was strangled to death by her partner, Megan Newton was found dead in Stoke-on-Trent, and Leah Fray was found dead in a burning flat in Leicester. In May 2019, Ellie Gould was stabbed to death by a school friend, and Joanne Hamer was found dead in Lincolnshire. In May 2019, Julia Rawson and her husband were stabbed to death by their son. In May 2019, Tatiana Koudriavtsev and their son were stabbed to death by their son.

In 2019, a series of murders occurred in various locations across the UK. Elizabeth McShane, Linda Treeby, Regan Tierney, Paige Gibson, Neomi Smith, Valerie Richardson, Safie Xheta, Lucy Rushton, Kelly Fauvrelle, Julia Flynn, Joanna Thompson, Ligita Kostiajeviene, Carol Milne, Layla Arezo, Doreen Virgo, Diane Dyer, Kayleigh Hanks, Christine Ford, Dr. Leela Monti, Kelly-Anne Case, Tracey Walker, Dorothy Woolmer, Kathleen Gold, Lindsay Birbeck, Belinda Rose, Pamela Mellor, Linda Vilika, Michelle Pearson, Rebecca Simpson, Jacqueline Kirk, Alice Farquharson, Laura Rakstelyte, Sandra Samuels, Janet Lewis, Marlene McCabe, Lana Nemceva, Bethany Fields, Serafima Mashaka, and others were all found dead in their homes.

The deaths were attributed to various factors, including diminished responsibility, murder, attempted murder, assault on an emergency worker, and a lack of evidence. The perpetrators were convicted of various crimes, including murder-suicide, rape, sexual assault, and murder and sexual assault. The victims were treated for injuries and later released from prison.

In addition to these cases, several individuals were found dead in various other locations, including a man who was jailed for his role in the murder. The victims' families were also involved in the murders, with some pledging to pay for their own deaths. The police have continued to investigate and prosecute these cases, ensuring that everyone involved is held accountable for their actions.

In 2019, a series of murders and other crimes occurred in the UK, with several individuals found guilty of their crimes. Vera Hudson, Keely Bunker, Cristina Ortiz-Lozano, Emily Goodman, Katrina Fletcher, Margaret Robertson, Arlene Williams, Sarah Hassall, Suvekshya Burathoki, Natalie Harker, Niyat Berhane Teklemariam, Lesley Spearing, Zoe Orton, Thi Tra My Pham, Evie Adams, Levi Ogden, Tsegereda Gebremariam, Marion Price, Jolanta Jacubowska, Kayleigh Dunning, Nelly Myers, Angela Tarver, Amy Appleton, Frances Murray, Vivienne Bryan, and Stacey Cooper were all found dead.

In addition to these cases, Lamduan Seekanya/Armitage was identified as a woman whose body was found in a stream in the Yorkshire Dales in 2004. Mihrican Mustafa and Henriett Szuchs were also found dead in a freezer in east London. An 86-year-old man was held on suspicion of murder.

In October 2019, Nicola Stevenson, Beatrice Yankson, Levi Ogden, Tsegereda Gebremariam, Marion Price, Jolanta Jacubowska, Kayleigh Dunning, Nelly Myers, Angela Tarver, Amy Appleton, Frances Murray, Vivienne Bryan, and Stacey Cooper were all found dead in their homes.

In March 2019, Lamduan Seekanya/Armitage was identified as a woman whose body was found in a stream in the Yorkshire Dales in 2004. In April 2019, Mihrican Mustafa and Henriett Szuchs were found dead in a freezer in east London, and Brenda Venables' remains were found in a sceptic tank.

We Hope You Enjoyed This Ideal Summary  Please Don't Forget  Us To Rate Me 5 Star ⭐
d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Normal Women

Nine Hundred Years of
Making History

By ‘ o
. PhilppaGregory






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





